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And	He	opened	their	understanding,	that	they	might	comprehend	the	Scriptures.
Then	 He	 said	 to	 them,	 “Thus	 it	 is	 written,	 and	 thus	 it	 was	 necessary	 for	 the
Christ	to	suffer	and	to	rise	from	the	dead	the	third	day,	and	that	repentance	and
remission	of	 sins	 should	be	preached	 in	His	 name	 to	all	 nations,	 beginning	at
Jerusalem.

Luke	24:45-47
Moreover	God	said	to	Moses,	“Thus	you	shall	say	to	the	children	of	Israel:	‘The
LORD	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God
of	Jacob,	has	sent	me	to	you.	This	is	My	name	forever,	and	this	is	My	memorial



to	all	generations.’

Exodus	3:15



Preface
This	 book	 deals	 with	 the	 promises	 made	 to	 Israel	 by	 the	 God	 Who	 created
heaven	and	earth.	God	created	mankind	with	the	purpose	that	man	would	serve
his	God,	 honor	 and	praise	Him.	 It	was	 for	 this	 purpose	 that	man	was	 created.
Mankind	could	 live	 in	a	so-called	‘working	covenant’	with	God.	If	 they	would
keep	to	the	God-given	conditions,	they	would	always	have	a	proper	relationship
with	God.

However,	due	to	the	fall	of	man	there	came	a	separation	between	God	and	man.
Mankind	was	seduced	by	satan,	the	great	opponent	of	God,	who	wants	to	be	god
as	well.	After	the	fall,	man	wanted	to	be	king	himself	on	this	earth,	and	not	obey
and	 serve	God.	However,	 in	His	 great	 love	 and	mercy,	God	 sought	 out	 sinful
mankind	and	promised:

‘And	I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	and	between	your	seed
and	 her	 Seed;	He	 shall	 bruise	 your	 head,	 and	 you	 shall	 bruise	His	 heel.’
(Genesis	3:15)

To	this	end,	God	has	a	plan	with	this	world.	In	order	to	carry	it	out,	He	uses	for
His	service	angels	and	people,	who	are	created	by	Him.	For	this,	God	elected	an
entire	 nation	 to	 carry	 out	His	 plan	 through	 this	 people	 through	which	 also	 the
earth	 will	 be	 blessed.	 This	 nation	 is	 Israel.	 God	 started	 with	 this	 people	 by
electing	Abraham.

From	this	nation,	the	Messiah	was	born,	the	Son	of	God,	to	reconcile	the	sin(s)
of	all	the	people	whom	God	gives	to	His	Son.	They	are	the	people	that	come	to
faith	 in	 the	Messiah	Jesus.	Through	 the	Jewish	nation,	 the	 twelve	apostles,	 the
Gospel	of	the	Messiah	Jesus	has	been	spread	all	over	the	world.

So	far,	the	large	majority	of	the	Jewish	nation	as	a	body	has	not	accepted	Jesus
as	 the	Messiah,	 but	 it	 is	 going	 to	 happen;	God	promised	 so.	 It	will	 happen	 as
soon	as	the	Gospel	has	been	proclaimed	in	the	entire	world	and	the	full	measure
of	the	Gentiles	has	begun	to	believe.

Once	 Israel	 has	 come	 to	 believe	 in	 Jesus	 the	 Messiah,	 the	 nation	 will,	 once
again,	be	involved	in	God’s	plan–at	the	end	of	times.	The	Lord	God	fulfills	His
purpose	with	 Israel	 and	 the	nations.	However,	 Israel	 and	 the	other	nations	 can
only	be	saved	on	the	basis	of	the	Messiah’s	accomplished	work	at	Calvary,	and
through	faith	in	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God.	There	is	no	other	way	by	which	we



must	 be	 saved.	But	 the	 LORD	deals	 in	 a	 special	way	with	His	 chosen	 nation
Israel.	I	hope	to	tell	you	more	about	it	in	this	book.

Before	considering	the	choosing	of	and	the	promises	to	Israel,	we	will	first	want
to	give	attention	to	what	preceded	Abraham’s	election,	as	we	find	it	in	the	Bible,
the	Word	of	God.

First	 of	 all,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 extend	 my	 thanks	 to	 God	 Who	 made	 this	 work
possible.

I	 also	 thank	 Victor	 Kalisher,	 director	 of	 the	 Bible	 Society	 in	 Israel,	 for	 his
comments	 and	 additions	 and	 for	 the	 use	 his	 spiritual	 insights.	 Partly	 for	 this
reason	a	chapter	(27)	has	been	added	as	compared	to	the	first	version	in	Dutch.

And	a	word	of	thanks	to	my	wife	Kenna,	who	supported	me	with	her	prayers	and
knowledge	of	the	Scriptures.

Hendrik	Schipper



Introduction
Major	points	of	departure	in	writing	this	book

The	aim	of	the	entire	Bible	is	to	reveal	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	the	glory	of	the
Messiah/Christ.	The	point	is	God’s	honor	and	the	glory	of	His	Son,	the	Messiah
Jesus.	By	sinning,	man–His	creature–has	missed	his	goal,	i.e.	to	serve	God,	love
Him	and	give	Him	all	honor.	God	has	sent	His	Son	into	the	world	to	reconcile
sinful	man	with	God	and	enable	man	to	come	again	to	God’s	purpose.

All	 prophecies	 and	 promises	 are	 part	 of	 this	 plan	 of	 God.	 The	 Holy	 Spirit
enables	the	prophets	in	the	Bible	to	speak	on	behalf	of	God.	At	times,	the	LORD
used	visions.	Driven	by	that	same	Holy	Spirit,	the	Bible	authors	and	the	prophets
have	written	down	God’s	words.	This	 is	said	so	by	God	Himself	and	has	been
confirmed	by	His	prophets	and	apostles.	And	it	is	for	this	plan	of	salvation	that
God	has	chosen	the	people	of	Israel	to	have	the	Messiah	be	born	from	them.

2Samuel	 23:2	The	 Spirit	 of	 the	 Lord	 spoke	 by	me,	 and	His	 word	 was	 on	my
tongue.	3	The	God	of	Israel	said,	the	Rock	of	Israel	spoke	to	me:	‘He	who	rules
over	men	must	be	just,	ruling	in	the	fear	of	God.’

2Timothy	3:16	All	Scripture	is	given	by	inspiration	of	God,	and	is	profitable	for
doctrine,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	for	instruction	in	righteousness,	17	that	the
man	of	God	may	be	complete,	thoroughly	equipped	for	every	good	work.

2Peter	1:19	And	so	we	have	the	prophetic	word	confirmed,	which	you	do	well	to
heed	as	a	light	that	shines	in	a	dark	place,	until	the	day	dawns	and	the	morning
star	rises	in	your	hearts;	20	knowing	this	first,	that	no	prophecy	of	Scripture	is	of
any	private	 interpretation,	21	 for	prophecy	never	came	by	 the	will	of	man,	but
holy	men	of	God	spoke	as	they	were	moved	by	the	Holy	Spirit.

With	 respect	 to	 the	 Bible	 book,	 the	 Revelation	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 to	 His	 servant
John,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	Himself	gives	a	serious	warning	to	take	to	heart	this
revelation	of	Himself	to	John.

Revelation	1:3	Blessed	 is	he	who	 reads	and	 those	who	hear	 the	words	of	 this
prophecy,	and	keep	those	things	which	are	written	in	it;	for	the	time	is	near.

Revelation	22:18	For	I	testify	to	everyone	who	hears	the	words	of	the	prophecy
of	this	book:	If	anyone	adds	to	these	things,	God	will	add	to	him	the	plagues	that
are	written	in	this	book;	19	and	if	anyone	takes	away	from	the	words	of	the	book



of	 this	prophecy,	God	shall	 take	away	his	part	 from	 the	Book	of	Life,	 from	the
holy	city,	and	from	the	things	which	are	written	in	this	book.

If	you	let	these	words	of	our	Savior	sink	in,	it	 is	hard	to	imagine	that	there	are
very	many	Christians	who	do	not	believe	the	entire	book	of	Revelation,	or	parts
of	it.	Or	state	that	the	content	of	this	book	has	already	been	fulfilled.

I	would	 like	 to	 ask	 them:	Why	don’t	 you	believe	 the	 literal	words	 in	 it?	Why
don’t	you	compare	Scripture	with	Scripture	to	get	a	better	understanding	of	this
book?

To	leave	no	doubt,	it	is	indeed	good	to	know	that	all	Bible	texts	are	meant	for	us,
but	that	not	all	of	them	are	about	us.	It	is	useful	to	become	acquainted	with	all
the	Words	of	God,	 however,	many	prophecies	 and	promises	 are	 not	meant	 for
Christians,	but	for	Israel,	God’s	chosen	people.	Take	for	instance	the	following
text:

Isaiah	41:10	‘Fear	not,	for	I	am	with	you;	be	not	dismayed,	for	I	am	your	God.	I
will	 strengthen	 you,	 Yes,	 I	 will	 help	 you,	 I	 will	 uphold	 you	with	My	 righteous
right	hand.’

This	 text	 is	 addressed	 to	 the	people	of	 Israel,	 but	may	also	be	 appropriated	by
individual	believers,	if	God’s	Spirit	applies	these	words	personally.

It	is	therefore	of	importance	to	distinguish	between	Israel	and	the	Church.	In	the
Church,	there	is	no	distinction	between	Jew	and	Gentile	(Galatians	3:28).	Many
promises,	 however	 relating	 to	 the	 land	 of	 Israel	 and	 Jerusalem,	 are	 explicitly
intended	for	the	Jewish	nation.	The	Church	is	intended	for	a	heavenly	Kingdom,
Israel	 is	 intended	 for	 an	 earthly	 kingdom.	 But	 if	 one	 doesn’t	 believe	 in	 a
Millennium,	 one	 is	 incredibly	 at	 odds	with	 a	 lot	 of	 biblical	 promises	 that	 are
meant	for	the	Jewish	nation.	One	then	puts	aside	those	promises	or	applies	them
spiritually	 to	 the	Church.	And	 that	means	you	are	appropriating	 things	 that	are
not	 meant	 for	 you.	 You	 could	 call	 this	 spiritual	 theft.	 It	 also	 means	 doubting
God’s	power	and	His	love	for	Israel,	the	apple	of	His	eye,	that	He	will	actually
fulfill	the	promises	He	made	to	Israel.

The	LORD’s	promises	are	faithful	and	true.	He	doesn’t	take	them	back,	for	the
sake	 of	 His	 great	 Name.	 He	 also	 keeps	 His	 vows	 to	 Israel,	 in	 order	 that	 His
Name	 be	 not	 slandered	 among	 the	 nations.	 The	 LORD	 has	 already	 fulfilled
many	promises	He	has	made	to	Israel,	and	I’m	sure	the	rest	will	follow.



The	fulfillment	of	many	promises	to	Israel	has	been	postponed	for	a	while.	Israel
has	 temporarily	 rejected	 the	 Messiah.	 It	 was	 a	 Pyrrhic	 victory	 of	 satan.	 The
mystery	of	the	Church	has	meanwhile	been	revealed.	This	was	still	a	mystery	in
the	Tanakh	(Ephesians	3:2-6).

As	soon	as	the	Church–comprising	part	of	the	Jewish	nation	and	the	Gentiles–is
complete	and	has	ascended	to	heaven,	the	LORD	will	proceed	to	carry	out	His
promises	to	the	remnant	of	Israel.

In	fulfilling	all	His	promises	it	concerns	the	honor	of	His	Name	and	the	glory	of
His	 Son,	 the	 Messiah.	 I	 concerns	 the	 restoration	 of	 all	 things.	 The	 Messiah,
Jesus,	 is	 the	 King	 of	 Israel–temporarily	 rejected–not	 the	 King	 of	 the	 Church.
However,	in	the	Millennium	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	have	full	and	glorious	reign
as	the	King	of	Israel.	Who	would	begrudge	the	Lord	Jesus	that?	Many	aspects	of
this	are	made	clear	in	this	book.

If	we	are	going	to	judge	or	consider	these	things	with	our	human	intelligence,	we
will	certainly	end	up	on	the	wrong	track.	But	the	Holy	Spirit	will	guide	us	in	all
truth:

John	16:13	However,	when	He,	the	Spirit	of	truth,	has	come,	He	will	guide	you
into	all	truth;	for	He	will	not	speak	on	His	own	authority,	but	whatever	He	hears
He	will	speak;	and	He	will	tell	you	things	to	come.	14	He	will	glorify	Me,	for	He
will	take	of	what	is	Mine	and	declare	it	to	you.

The	Lord	Jesus	Himself	says	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will	proclaim	to	us	the	things	to
come,	and	will	explain	them	clearly	to	us.	Let	us	set	our	hopes	on	that	and	pray
for	that.

The	LORD	began	choosing	His	people,	Israel,	in	a	desert	land,	when	He	called
Abram	from	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans.	The	LORD	blessed	Abraham	and	through	him
made	a	great	nation.	He	taught	this	nation	and	He	kept	them	as	the	apple	of	His
eye.	So	we	read	in:

Deuteronomy	 32:10	 ‘He	 found	 him	 in	 a	 desert	 land	 and	 in	 the	 wasteland,	 a
howling	wilderness;	He	 encircled	 him,	He	 instructed	 him,	He	 kept	 him	 as	 the
apple	of	His	eye.’

This	protection	continues	until	the	end	of	times.	It	is	because	of	the	love	of	the
LORD	that	through	the	ages	this	nation	has	been	kept	together	as	a	nation;	that
more	and	more	descendants	are	still	being	discovered;	that	they	are	back	in	the



land	that	was	promised	to	them–and	this	despite	the	LORD’s	chastisement	due	to
their	disobedience.	That	is	what	the	prophet	Zechariah	is	talking	about	in:

Zechariah	2:8	For	thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	‘He	sent	Me	after	glory,	to	the
nations	 which	 plunder	 you;	 for	 he	 who	 touches	 you	 touches	 the	 apple	 of	 His
eye.’

Israel	 has	 been	 punished	 and	 corrected.	 For	 this,	 the	 LORD	 has	 used	 other
people	and	nations.	But	the	LORD	has	remembered	how	the	people	and	nations
deal	with	His	 nation.	Did	 they	 love	His	 people	 or	 have	 they	hated,	mistreated
and	murdered	His	 people?	 The	 prophet	 Zechariah	 also	 speaks	 of	 that	 subject.
The	nations	will	 be	 judged	 regarding	 their	 attitude	 towards	His	 chosen	people
Israel.

In	Deuteronomy	26	and	in	1Chronicles	17,	God	once	again	explicitly	proclaims
that	Israel,	as	a	nation,	is	His	personal	property	and	that	He	will	set	Israel	high
above	all	other	nations.	We	don’t	see	much	of	that	these	days,	but	what	God	has
promised,	He	will	no	doubt	carry	out.

Deuteronomy	26:18	Also	today	the	LORD	has	proclaimed	you	to	be	His	special
people,	just	as	He	promised	you,	that	you	should	keep	all	His	commandments,	19
and	that	He	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations	which	He	has	made,	in	praise,	in
name,	and	in	honor,	and	that	you	may	be	a	holy	people	to	the	LORD	your	God,
just	as	He	has	spoken.

1Chronicles	 17:21	And	who	 is	 like	 Your	 people	 Israel,	 the	 one	 nation	 on	 the
earth	whom	God	went	to	redeem	for	Himself	as	a	people—to	make	for	Yourself	a
name	 by	 great	 and	 awesome	 deeds,	 by	 driving	 out	 nations	 from	 before	 Your
people	 whom	 You	 redeemed	 from	 Egypt?	 22For	 You	 have	 made	 Your	 people
Israel	Your	very	own	people	forever;	and	You,	Lord,	have	become	their	God.	23
And	now,	O	Lord,	the	word	which	You	have	spoken	concerning	Your	servant	and
concerning	his	house,	let	it	be	established	forever,	and	do	as	You	have	said.	24
So	 let	 it	 be	 established,	 that	 Your	 name	 may	 be	 magnified	 forever,	 saying,
‘The	Lord	of	hosts,	the	God	of	Israel,	is	Israel’s	God.’	And	let	the	house	of	Your
servant	David	be	established	before	You.	

Deuteronomy	26:18	Also	today	the	LORD	has	proclaimed	you	to	be	His	special
people,	just	as	He	promised	you,	that	you	should	keep	all	His	commandments,	19
and	that	He	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations	which	He	has	made,	in	praise,	in
name,	and	in	honor,	and	that	you	may	be	a	holy	people	to	the	LORD	your	God,



just	as	He	has	spoken.

1Chronicles	 17:21	And	who	 is	 like	 Your	 people	 Israel,	 the	 one	 nation	 on	 the
earth	whom	God	went	to	redeem	for	Himself	as	a	people—to	make	for	Yourself	a
name	 by	 great	 and	 awesome	 deeds,	 by	 driving	 out	 nations	 from	 before	 Your
people	 whom	 You	 redeemed	 from	 Egypt?	 22For	 You	 have	 made	 Your	 people
Israel	Your	very	own	people	forever;	and	You,	Lord,	have	become	their	God.	23
And	now,	O	Lord,	the	word	which	You	have	spoken	concerning	Your	servant	and
concerning	his	house,	let	it	be	established	forever,	and	do	as	You	have	said.	24
So	 let	 it	 be	 established,	 that	 Your	 name	 may	 be	 magnified	 forever,	 saying,
‘The	Lord	of	hosts,	the	God	of	Israel,	is	Israel’s	God.’	And	let	the	house	of	Your
servant	David	be	established	before	You.	



1.	Who	is	God?
The	Bible	starts	with	the	creation	of	heaven	and	earth.	God	has	clearly	explained
in	broad	outlines	to	His	servant	Moses	how	this	happened;	it	has	been	put	down
in	Genesis	1	and	2.

Genesis	1:1	In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	2	The	earth
was	without	form,	and	void;	and	darkness	was	on	the	face	of	the	deep.	And	the
Spirit	of	God	was	hovering	over	 the	 face	of	 the	waters.	3	Then	God	said,	 ‘Let
there	be	light’;	and	there	was	light.

These	first	three	verses	in	Genesis	show	that	three	divine	beings	were	involved
in	creation,	i.e.:

God	the	Creator–God	created

God	the	Spirit–God’s	Spirit	was	hovering	over	the	face	of	the	waters

God	the	Word–God	said	or	God	spoke

In	Hebrew,	it	says	“Elohim”	for	the	name	of	God.	This	indicates	a	plural	form	of
God	or	divine	persons.	In	the	Bible	book	Proverbs,	God	reveals	us,	through	His
servant	Solomon,	Who	was	involved	in	creation.	See	Proverbs	8:22-31,	and	also
compare:

John	1:1	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the
Word	was	God.	 2	He	was	 in	 the	 beginning	with	God.	 3	All	 things	were	made
through	Him,	and	without	Him	nothing	was	made	that	was	made.	4	In	Him	was
life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	men.

In	 the	 verses	 that	 follow	 below,	 God	 states	 that	 more	 than	 one	 Being	 was
involved	in	it:

Genesis	1:26	Then	God	said,	‘Let	Us	make	man	in	Our	image,	according	to	Our
likeness;	let	them	have	dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	over	the	birds	of	the	air,
and	over	the	cattle,	over	all	the	earth	and	over	every	creeping	thing	that	creeps
on	the	earth.’

Genesis	11:7	‘Come,	let	Us	go	down	and	there	confuse	their	language,	that	they
may	not	understand	one	another’s	speech.’

Rabbi	Simeon	Ben	Jochai	(2nd	century)	explains:	“To	whom	did	the	Highest	say
this?	 The	 Highest	 said	 it	 to	 Jehovah”	 (Tikoone	 Sohar).	 And	 he	 comments	 on



Proverbs	8:30:	“The	Masterbuilder	said	to	the	Lord	of	the	building:	‘Let	us	make
man	in	our	image	after	our	likeness’	(Sohar,	Gen.	page	22,	Amsterdam	Ed.)

God	 is	 One,	 but	 He	 reveals	 Himself	 to	mankind	 as	 three	 divine	 Beings.	 God
shows	 us	 this	 already	 in	 the	 first	 book	 of	 the	Bible.	He	 is	 talking	 about	 ‘Us’,
instead	 of	 ‘Me’	 or	 ‘I’.	 In	 the	 original	Hebrew	 text,	 ‘one’	 is	 therefore	 rendered
with	the	word	‘Achad’	or	‘Echad’	(dx’(a,))–a	word	that	is	used	when	we	are	dealing
with	a	united	oneness.	When	we	are	dealing	with	‘one’	in	an	absolute	sense,	the
word	“Yachid”	(d>yxi(y>)	is	used.

In	Deuteronomy	6:4,	the	Lord	God	says	to	Moses,	and	thus	to	Israel:	‘Hear,	O
Israel:	The	LORD	our	God,	the	LORD	is	one!’

In	this	verse,	the	word	‘Achad’	or	‘Echad’	is	used	for	‘one’.

In	Genesis	2:24,	God	says	 that	 the	created	man–man	and	woman–will	become
one	flesh.	Also	in	this	verse,	the	word	‘Achad’	is	used,	since	we	are	dealing	here
with	a	united	oneness.	However,	God	says	 to	Abraham	in	Genesis	22:2:	‘Take
now	 your	 son,	 your	 only	 son	 Isaac,	whom	 you	 love...’	 In	 this	 verse,	 the	word
‘Yachid’	is	used	for	‘only’.

Other	Bible	verses	also	show	that	God	reveals	Himself	in	three	divine	Beings.	In
2Samuel	 7:13-14,	 Solomon	 is	 called	 God’s	 son,	 but	 considering	 the	 eternity
factor	these	verses	also	contain	an	indication	of	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God.	Job
says	 in	 Job	 33:4:	 ‘The	 Spirit	 of	 God	 has	 made	 me,	 and	 the	 breath	 of	 the
Almighty	gives	me	life.’

The	LORD	speaks	in:

Psalm	2:6	“Yet	I	have	set	My	King	on	My	holy	hill	of	Zion.	7	I	will	declare	the
decree:	The	LORD	has	said	to	Me,	‘You	are	My	Son,	today	I	have	begotten	You.
8	Ask	of	Me,	and	I	will	give	You	the	nations	for	Your	inheritance,	and	the	ends	of
the	earth	for	Your	possession.’”

Babylonian	Talmud,	Sukkah	52a,	 says	about	 these	verses:	“Our	Rabbis	 taught,
The	Holy	One,	blessed	be	He,	will	 say	 to	 the	Messiah,	 the	Son	of	David	 (...),
‘Ask	of	Me,	and	I	will	give	You	(…)	I	will	declare	the	decree:	The	LORD	has
said	to	Me,	“You	are	My	Son,	today	I	have	begotten	You.	Ask	of	Me,	and	I
will	give	You	the	nations	for	Your	inheritance,	and	the	ends	of	the	earth	for
Your	possession.”’

Rabbi	Judah	says,	‘All	these	good	promises	have	been	included	in	the	decree	of



the	King,	the	King	of	kings,	who	will	fulfill	them	for	the	Lord,	the	Messiah.’

Scripture	says	in:

Psalm	33:6	By	the	word	of	the	LORD	the	heavens	were	made,	and	all	the	host	of
them	by	the	breath	of	His	mouth.

Psalm	104:30	You	send	 forth	Your	Spirit,	 they	are	created;	and	You	renew	 the
face	of	the	earth.

Proverbs	30:4	Who	has	ascended	into	heaven,	or	descended?	Who	has	gathered
the	 wind	 in	 His	 fists?	 Who	 has	 bound	 the	 waters	 in	 a	 garment?	 Who	 has
established	all	 the	ends	of	 the	earth?	What	is	His	name,	and	what	 is	His	Son’s
name,	if	you	know?

Isaiah	 9:6	 For	 unto	 us	 a	 Child	 is	 born,	 unto	 us	 a	 Son	 is	 given;	 and	 the
government	will	be	upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.

Isaiah	40:12	Who	has	measured	the	waters	in	the	hollow	of	His	hand,	measured
heaven	with	a	span	and	calculated	the	dust	of	the	earth	in	a	measure?	Weighed
the	 mountains	 in	 scales	 and	 the	 hills	 in	 a	 balance?	 13	Who	 has	 directed	 the
Spirit	of	the	LORD,	or	as	His	counselor	has	taught	Him?	14	With	whom	did	He
take	 counsel,	 and	who	 instructed	Him,	 and	 taught	Him	 in	 the	 path	 of	 justice?
Who	taught	Him	knowledge,	and	showed	Him	the	way	of	understanding?

The	Lord,	the	Messiah,	was	very	much	conscious	of	His	Sonship.	Together	with
the	 anointing	 of	 God’s	 Holy	 Spirit,	 He	 received	 the	 confirmation	 by	 His
heavenly	Father:

Matthew	3:17	‘This	is	My	beloved	Son,	in	Whom	I	am	well	pleased.’

The	Messiah	 Jesus	was	 fully	 aware	 of	 the	 prophecies	 in	 the	 Tanakh,	 and	 that
they	 concerned	 Him.	 He	 Himself,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 apostles,	 have	 testified	 that
Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	that	He	is	God,	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	God’s	Spirit,	the
Messiah’s	Spirit,	and	that	these	three	are	one.	For	the	Messiah	says	in:

John	 3:13:	 ‘No	 one	 has	 ascended	 to	 heaven	 but	 He	 who	 came	 down	 from
heaven,	that	is,	the	Son	of	Man	who	is	in	heaven.’

And	in:

John	14:11	Believe	Me	 that	 I	 am	 in	 the	Father	and	 the	Father	 in	Me,	or	 else
believe	Me	for	the	sake	of	the	works	themselves.



The	apostle	John	testifies	to	Him:

1John	5:7	For	there	are	three	that	bear	witness	in	heaven:	the	Father,	the	Word,
and	the	Holy	Spirit;	and	these	three	are	one.

The	disciple	Thomas	testifies	in:

John	20:28	And	Thomas	answered	and	said	to	Him,	‘My	Lord	and	my	God!’

The	apostle	Paul	says	the	following	about	the	Holy	Spirit:

Romans	8:9	But	you	are	not	in	the	flesh	but	in	the	Spirit,	if	indeed	the	Spirit	of
God	dwells	 in	you.	Now	if	anyone	does	not	have	 the	Spirit	of	Christ,	he	 is	not
His.

The	Son,	the	Messiah,	is	equal	to	the	Father.	In	the	Tanakh,	the	Messiah	is	also
called	the	Messenger	of	the	Covenant,	in:

Malachi	3:1	‘Behold,	I	send	My	messenger,	and	he	will	prepare	the	way	before
Me.	And	the	Lord,	whom	you	seek,	will	suddenly	come	to	His	 temple,	even	 the
Messenger	of	the	covenant,	in	whom	you	delight.	Behold,	He	is	coming,’	says	the
LORD	of	hosts.

Rabbi	Aben	Ezra	(1093-1167)	says,	‘The	LORD	is	both	the	Divine	Majesty	and
the	Angel	of	the	Covenant.’

Rabbi	David	Kimchi	(1160-1235),	‘The	LORD	is	the	King	Messiah;	He	is	also
the	Angel	of	the	Covenant.’	And	in	other	instances	He	is	called	‘the	Angel	of	the
LORD’	and	is	known	as	JHWH	Himself.

Genesis	18:3	describes	how	Abraham	meets	three	people.	Yet	he	addresses	them
in	the	singular,	‘My	Lord,	if	I	have	now	found	favor	in	Your	sight,	do	not	pass	on
by	Your	servant.’

In	Genesis	14:18-21	we	read	how	Abraham	meets	Melchizedek,	king	of	Salem
(King	 of	 Peace),	 the	 priest	 of	 God	Most	 High.	Who	 is	 this	 Melchizedek?	 In
Hebrews	7:1-11,	the	apostle	Paul	gives	us	a	clearer	understanding	of	who	he	is:

King	of	Salem–King	of	peace–Prince	of	Peace.

Priest	of	the	Most	High	God.

King	of	righteousness	is	the	meaning	of	his	name.



Without	genealogy	he	has	neither	beginning	of	days	nor	end	of	life	.

Made	like	the	Son	of	God.

Remains	a	priest	continually.

Gives	‘bread	and	wine’	to	Abraham.

How	 is	 it	 possible	 that	Paul	knows	 so	much	more	 than	was	disclosed	 to	us	 in
Genesis?	On	this	subject,	Paul	himself	says	in:

Galatians	1:12	For	 I	 neither	 received	 it	 from	man,	 nor	was	 I	 taught	 it,	 but	 it
came	through	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ.

This	additional	information	suggests	that	Melchizedek	was	a	divine	revelation	in
the	Tanakh–a	divine	revelation	of	the	LORD	and	of	His	eternal	Son,	the	Prince
of	Peace	and	High	Priest	for	all	eternity.

Who	gave	His	body	as	‘bread	and	wine’	for	His	people.	See	also	Psalm	110:4;
1Corinthians	11:24-25;	Hebrews	5:6,10;	Hebrews	6:20;	Hebrews	7:15-17.

In	Exodus	23:20-21,	we	read	about	an	Angel	of	the	Lord	who	can	forgive	sins.
No	 human	 being,	 no	 angel,	 can	 or	may	 forgive	 sins.	 So	 here	we	 see	 a	 divine
appearance	in	the	Person	of	the	Messiah.

In	 Judges	 13,	 the	 Angel	 of	 the	 LORD	 visiting	 Manoah	 calls	 himself
‘Wonderful’.	We	see	this	same	name	turning	up	again	in	Isaiah	9:6,	as	one	of	the
names	of	the	coming	Messiah.

We	can	go	on	stating	more	examples	of	divine	appearances	that	show	the	divine
trinity.	The	Lord,	the	Messiah,	Himself	says	in:

Matthew	11:27	“All	things	have	been	delivered	to	Me	by	My	Father,	and	no	one
knows	the	Son	except	 the	Father.	Nor	does	anyone	know	the	Father	except	 the
Son,	and	the	one	to	whom	the	Son	wills	to	reveal	Him.”

The	question	‘Who	is	God?’	can	simply	be	answered	with:	Look	at	His	Son,	the
Messiah	Jesus.	God	has	revealed	Himself	in	the	Son	of	His	eternal	love.	No	one
has	ever	seen	God;	the	Son	has	declared	Him	(John	1:18).

In	 the	Bible,	we	find	many	names	describing	God’s	nature;	 they	give	us	better
insight	into	Who	God	is.

Examples:



Elohay	Kedem Eternal	God Deuteronomy	33:27

Elohay	Mishpat God	of	justice Isaiah	30:18

Elohay	Selichot God	of	forgiveness Nehemiah	9:17

Elohay	Marom High	God Micha	6:6

Elohay	Mikarov God	near	at	hand Jeremiah	23:23

Elohay	Mauzi God	of	my	strength Psalm	43:2

Elohay	Tehilati God	of	my	praise Psalm	109:1

Elohay	Yishi God	of	my	salvation Psalm	18:47;	25:5

Elohim	Kedoshim Holy	God Leviticus	19:2

Elohim	Chaiyim Living	God Jeremiah	10:10

Elohay	Elohim God	of	gods Deuteronomy	10:17

In	the	Tanakh,	we	find	about	200	mentions	of	the	name	El.	El	is	a	simplification
of	the	name	Elohim	and	is	often	combined	with	other	words	to	reflect	something
of	God.

Examples:

El	HaNe’eman The	faithful	God Deuteronomy	7:9

El	HaGadol The	great	God Deuteronomy	10:17

El	HaKadosh God	Who	is	holy Isaiah	5:16

El	YIsrael The	God	of	Israel Psalm	68:35

El	HaShamayim The	God	of	heaven Psalm	136:26

El	De’ot The	God	of	Knowledge 1Samuel	2:3

El	Emet God	of	Truth Psalm	31:5

El	Yeshuati God	is	my	salvation Isaiah	12:2



El	Elyon God	Most	High Genesis	14:18

Immanu-el God	is	with	or	among	us Isaiah	7:14

El	Olam The	Everlasting	God Genesis	21:33

El	Echad One	God Malachi	2:10

El	Shaddai Almighty	God Genesis	17:1

ELAH	is	another	name	of	God	that	occurs	about	seventy	times	in	the	Tanakh.	In
combination	with	other	words,	this	name	reflects	different	qualities	of	God.

Examples:

Elah	Yerush’lem The	God	of	Jerusalem Ezra	7:19

Elah	YIsrael The	God	of	Israel Ezra	5:1

Elah	Sh’maya The	God	of	heaven Ezra	7:23

Elah	Sh’maya	V’Arah The	God	of	heaven	and	earth Ezra	5:11

The	holiness	of	God

The	 name	 YHWH	 is	 the	 most	 holy	 Name	 that	 God	 Himself	 revealed	 in	 the
Tanakh.	The	name	means,	‘I	will	be	there’	or	‘I	am	Who	I	am.’	Since	200	AD,
the	rabbis	pronounce	this	Name	as	‘Adonai’	because	of	its	holiness.	The	rabbis
have	understood	quite	well	that	God	is	a	holy	God,	and	I	think	we	should	pattern
ourselves	on	them.	In	His	Word,	God	Himself	states	that	He	is	holy	and	that	He
wants	His	creatures,	mankind,	to	approach	Him	with	respect	and	deference.	This
clearly	appears	 from	 the	 following	 texts–texts	 from	 the	Tanakh	concerning	 the
holiness	of	God:

Leviticus	11:44	‘For	I	am	the	LORD	your	God.	You	shall	therefore	consecrate
yourselves,	and	you	shall	be	holy;	for	I	am	holy.’

Psalm	 99:9	Exalt	 the	 LORD	 our	 God,	 and	 worship	 at	 His	 holy	 hill;	 for	 the
LORD	our	God	is	holy.

Psalm	111:9	Holy	and	awesome	is	His	name.

Isaiah	6:3	And	one	cried	to	another	and	said:	‘Holy,	holy,	holy	is	the	LORD	of
hosts;	the	whole	earth	is	full	of	His	glory!’



NT	texts	concerning	God’s	holiness:

Luke	1:49	“For	He	who	is	mighty	has	done	great	things	for	me,	and	holy	is	His
name.”

Hebrews	7:26	For	such	a	High	Priest	was	fitting	for	us,	who	is	holy,

Revelation	 4:8	The	 four	 living	 creatures,	 each	 having	 six	 wings,	 were	 full	 of
eyes	around	and	within.	And	they	do	not	rest	day	or	night,	saying:	“Holy,	holy,
holy,	Lord	God	Almighty,	Who	was	and	is	and	is	to	come!”

Revelation	15:4	“Who	shall	not	fear	You,	O	Lord,	and	glorify	Your	name?	For
You	alone	are	holy.	For	all	nations	shall	come	and	worship	before	You,	for	Your
judgments	have	been	manifested.”

harmless,	 undefiled,	 separate	 from	 sinners,	 and	 has	 become	 higher	 than	 the
heavens.

1Peter	 1:15	 but	 as	 He	 who	 called	 you	 is	 holy,	 you	 also	 be	 holy	 in	 all	 your
conduct,	16	because	it	is	written,	“Be	holy,	for	I	am	holy.”

God	is	a	triune	God.	God	is	a	holy	God;	the	Lord	Jesus	is	also	God,	and	the	Holy
Spirit	is	God–and	thus	holy	as	well.	I	cannot	avoid	the	impression	that	recently
believers	in	all	kinds	of	Churches	hardly	grasp	this	holiness.	Take,	for	example,
their	 Sunday	 services	 where	 ministers	 are	 preaching	 with	 their	 hands	 in	 their
pockets,	 and	 elders	dressed	 in	 jeans	 and	T-shirts	 help	 in	 the	 celebration	of	 the
Lord’s	Supper.	And	I	cannot	help	but	think,	would	you	go	visit	your	king	dressed
like	that?	Also,	there	are	worship	songs	that	do	not	contribute	to	having	respect
and	deference	for	God.	Apparently,	the	believer	can	almost	sit	in	God’s	lap–the
so-called	 ‘theology	 of	 touch’.	 This	 theology	 originated	 in	 the	 Pentecostal
movement,	but	is	now	generally	accepted	in	many	Churches.	Just	 to	mention	a
few	 songs:	 ‘Lord,	 have	mercy’,	 ‘Power	 of	Your	 love’,	 ‘Open	Arms’	 and	 ‘The
Potter’s	hand’.

Examples	of	how	the	Bible	mentions	the	Name	of	God:

YHWH	Elohim The	LORD	God Genesis	2:4

YHWH	M’kadesh I,	the	LORD,	sanctify Ezekiel	37:28

YHWH	Yireh The	LORD	will	provide Genesis	22:14

YHWH	Nissi The	LORD	is	my	banner Exodus	17:15



YHWH	Shalom The	LORD	is	peace Judges	6:24

YHWH	Tzidkaynu The	LORD	our	righteousness Jeremiah	33:16

YHWH	O’saynu The	LORD	our	Maker Psalm	95:6

YHWH	Sabbaoth The	LORD	of	hosts 1Samuel	1:3

YHWH	Maccaddeshcem The	LORD	who	sanctifies	you Exodus	31:13

YHWH	Samma The	LORD	is	there Ezekiel	48:35

YHWH	Elohim	Israel The	LORD	God	of	Israel Isaiah	17:6

In	 the	New	Testament	(NT),	God	revealed	His	Name	in	Yehoshua.	That’s	why
Jesus	says	in	John	8:56-59	that	He	is	the	YHWH,	the	I	AM.

In	 Romans	 10:4,	 the	 apostle	 Paul	 says,	 ‘For	 Christ	 is	 the	 end	 of	 the	 law	 for
righteousness	to	everyone	who	believes.’	And	in	Romans	10:13,	Paul	adds	to	his
own	words,	‘whoever	calls	on	the	name	of	the	LORD	shall	be	saved’	(Joel	3:5).

The	 name	 Yehoshua	 means:	 JHWH	 is	 the	 Savior.	 How	 did	 the	 name	 Jesus
originate?	Why	was	 this	never	mentioned	 in	 the	Hebrew	writings?	The	 former
rabbi	Dr.	Max	Wertheimer	gives	an	explanation	for	 this.	To	his	amazement,	he
found	out	after	researching	this	matter	that	in	275	BC	King	Ptolemaeus	had	70
men/rabbis	come	from	Palestine.	He	asked	them	to	translate	the	Hebrew	writings
into	 the	Greek	 language.	They	 started	out	with	 the	Pentateuch,	 and	when	 they
arrived	 at	 the	 name	 Joshua,	 they	 translated:	 “The	 Book	 of	 Yesous”,	 with	 the
annotation,	however,	that	in	translating	from	the	Hebrew	source	something	was
left	out	 that	 couldn’t	be	expressed	 in	Greek.	When	Joshua	went	 to	 the	 land	of
Canaan,	 together	 with	 the	 other	 eleven	 spies,	 he	 was	 called	 “Yehoshua.”	 The
name	 Jesus	 means	 exactly	 the	 same.	 For	 a	 greater	 overview	 with	 names,	 see
pages	689-691	of	this	book.

In	the	Bible,	God	reveals	Himself	in	three	Persons:

1.	Father

2.	Son

3.	Holy	Spirit.

And	yet	the	Trinity	is	one	God,	as	put	in	Deuteronomy	6:4	‘Hear,	O	Israel:	The



LORD	our	God,	the	LORD	is	one!’

The	Trinity	is	stated	in	the	following	instances	in	the	Bible:

Matthew	3:16	When	He	had	been	baptized,	Jesus	came	up	immediately	from	the
water;	and	behold,	 the	heavens	were	opened	 to	Him,	and	He	saw	 the	Spirit	of
God	descending	 like	a	dove	and	alighting	upon	Him.	17	And	suddenly	a	voice
came	from	heaven,	saying,	‘This	is	My	beloved	Son,	in	whom	I	am	well	pleased.’

Matthew	28:19	 ‘Go	 therefore	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 the	 nations,	 baptizing
them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.’

2Corinthians	13:14	The	grace	of	 the	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	 and	 the	 love	of	God,
and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	Amen.

1John	5:7	For	there	are	three	that	bear	witness	in	heaven:	the	Father,	the	Word,
and	the	Holy	Spirit;	and	these	three	are	one.

Creation	order

The	Trinity	is	clearly	expressed	in	God’s	creation	order.	God	has	created	both	a
spiritual	and	a	material	world.	God	the	Father	encompasses	both	worlds.	God	the
Son,	also	indicated	as	the	Word,	is	identical	to	God	the	Father,	but	has	revealed
Himself	in	the	material	world	when	He	came	down	to	earth	to	carry	out	God’s
salvation	 plan	 for	 sinful	 man.	 He	 will	 also	 return	 to	 the	 earth.	 God	 the	 Holy
Spirit	reveals	Himself	as	God	in	the	spiritual	world.

Man	has	been	created	in	God’s	image	and	according	to	His	likeness,	and–like	his
Creator–he	comprises	 three	parts:	mind,	 soul	and	body.	Up	 to	a	certain	extent,
these	 parts	 can	 act	 individually,	 although	 they	 are	 one	 entity,	 one	 personality
(Genesis	1:26).

God	is	Father

God	is	the	Creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	He	is	also	the	Creator	of	everything	that
moves	and	lives	on	the	earth.	He	is	the	Creator	of	man.	When	man	had	not	yet
sinned,	man’s	relation	to	God	was	like	a	Father–son/daughter	relationship.	This
indicated	the	tender	solidarity,	a	relationship	in	love.	Through	sin,	however,	this
relation	 was	 broken;	 man	 became	God’s	 enemy,	 and	 satan	 became	 his	 father.
This	grieves	God	a	 lot,	and	He	wishes	for	nothing	better	 than	man	to	return	to
Him.

In	the	parable	of	 the	Prodigal	Son,	we	may	take	a	 look	at	 the	Father’s	heart	of



God.	How	happy	and	delighted	the	Father	is	when	the	son	who	left	Him,	returns.
Then	the	son	may,	once	more,	call	Him	Father	(Luke	15:11-24).

Israel,	God’s	chosen	people,	may	call	God	Father,	by	faith–but	the	people	must
then	accept	and	love	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	His	Son	(John	8:41).	This	also	applies
to	believers	from	other	nations.	The	principle	of	faith	is	an	assurance;	security	is
important,	 as	 it	 goes	 against	 our	 natural/cultural	 thinking.	 Faith	 (the	 Hebrew
word	 ‘Emunah’)	 in	 the	 Bible	 is	 only	 used	with	 respect	 to	 God,	 since	 faith	 is
security	and	assurance–only	in	the	One	and	only	true	God,	not	in	any	other.	The
word	‘Amen’	has	been	derived	from	‘Emunah’.

Isaiah	 43:15	 “I	 am	 the	 LORD,	 your	 Holy	 One,	 The	 Creator	 of	 Israel,	 your
King.”

Isaiah	63:16	Doubtless	You	are	our	Father,	though	Abraham	was	ignorant	of	us,
and	 Israel	 does	 not	 acknowledge	 us.	 You,	 O	 LORD,	 are	 our	 Father;	 our
Redeemer	from	Everlasting	is	Your	name.

Isaiah	64:8	But	now,	O	LORD,	You	are	our	Father;	we	are	the	clay,	and	You	our
potter;	and	all	we	are	the	work	of	Your	hand.

Malachi	1:6	“A	son	honors	his	father,	and	a	servant	his	master.	If	then	I	am	the
Father,	Where	is	My	honor?”	(...)	2:10	Have	we	not	all	one	Father?	Has	not	one
God	created	us?	Why	do	we	deal	 treacherously	with	one	another	by	profaning
the	covenant	of	the	fathers?

Luke	15:18	“‘I	will	arise	and	go	 to	my	 father,	and	will	 say	 to	him,	“Father,	 I
have	sinned	against	heaven	and	before	you,	19	and	I	am	no	longer	worthy	to	be
called	your	son.	Make	me	 like	one	of	your	hired	servants.”’	20	“And	he	arose
and	came	to	his	father.	But	when	he	was	still	a	great	way	off,	his	father	saw	him
and	had	compassion,	and	ran	and	fell	on	his	neck	and	kissed	him.”

John	8:41	“You	do	the	deeds	of	your	father.”	Then	they	said	to	Him,	“We	were
not	born	of	 fornication;	we	have	one	Father–God.”	42	Jesus	said	 to	 them,	“if
God	were	your	Father,	you	would	love	Me,	for	I	proceeded	forth	and	came	from
God;	nor	have	I	come	of	Myself,	but	He	sent	Me.”

1Corinthians	8:6	yet	for	us	there	is	one	God,	the	Father,	of	whom	are	all	things,
and	we	for	Him;	and	one	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	 through	whom	are	all	 things,	and
through	whom	we	live.

Ephesians	4:5	one	Lord,	one	 faith,	one	baptism;	6	one	God	and	Father	of	all,



who	is	above	all,	and	through	all,	and	in	you	all.

God	is	love

1John	4:16	(...)	God	is	love,	and	he	who	abides	in	love	abides	in	God,	and	God
in	him.

I	would	like	to	conclude	this	chapter	on	‘Who	is	God?’	with	the	most	important
part	of	His	divine	being:	Love.	Divine	love,	the	Agapè,	the	sacrificing	love	that
gives	 itself	 fully.	 It	 is	His	 divine	 love	 that	made	Him	decide	 to	 send	His	 own
dear	Son	into	 this	world	so	as	 to	reconcile	man	with	God.	For	 this	reason,	His
Son	had	to	die	on	the	cross,	He	rose	again	from	the	dead,	and	is	now	seated	at
the	right	hand	of	His	Father	to	pray	for	all	those	whom	His	Father	gave	to	Him.

God	is	love,	God	loves	His	creatures,	and	it	is	His	yearning	that	people	love	Him
too,	and	love	one	another.

Through	 the	 fall,	however,	man	started	hating	God,	became	God’s	enemy,	and
listened	more	to	the	voice	of	satan,	to	his	own	heart,	than	to	God’s	voice.

When	God	started	to	work	out	His	plan	to	save	mankind,	He	chose	the	people	of
Israel.	 The	 people	 received	 commandments	 from	 God	 as	 guidelines	 for	 their
friendly	 counsel	 with	 Him	 and	 their	 neighbor.	 Therefore,	 the	 major
commandment	was	‘To	love	God	above	all	and	the	neighbor	as	yourself.’	During
His	 short	 stay	 on	 earth,	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 confirmed	 the	 importance	 of	 this
commandment.	 For	 this	 reason,	 it	 is	 the	 most	 important	 commandment	 for
people	who	believe	in	the	Messiah–Jews	and	Gentiles.	The	Messiah	accentuated
this	commandment	in:

John	13:34	“A	new	commandment	I	give	to	you,	that	you	love	one	another;	as	I
have	loved	you,	that	you	also	love	one	another.	35	By	this	all	will	know	that	you
are	My	disciples,	if	you	have	love	for	one	another.”

It	is	also	the	major	test	in	the	end	of	times,	when	every	human	being	must	render
account	to	God	for	his	acts.	However,	nobody	can	live	up	to	this	commandment.
There	has	only	been	ONE	Person	Who	has	fulfilled	 the	requirements	of	God’s
law,	i.e.	the	Lord	Jesus.

For	the	born-again	believer,	it	applies:

Romans	5:5	Now	hope	does	not	disappoint,	because	 the	 love	of	God	has	been
poured	out	in	our	hearts	by	the	Holy	Spirit	who	was	given	to	us.



Love–as	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit–becomes	visible	(Galatians	5:22).



2.	Satan’s	Rebellion
Satan’s	downfall

Before	the	creation	of	the	earth,	another	event	took	place	in	heaven.	The	major
angel–and	with	 him	 a	 host	 of	 angels–rebelled	 against	 God.	 This	 is	 called	 the
downfall	of	satan	(the	devil).	The	angels	who	with	him	became	disloyal	to	God
are	called	demons.	The	angels	were	created	with	a	free	will	to	take	side	with	or
against	God.	As	 a	 result	 of	 his	 desire	 for	 independence	 and	power,	 satan	 took
side	against	God.	In	his	overconfidence,	he	made	a	grab	for	power	and	for	God’s
throne.	Satan’s	fall	has	not	been	described	in	the	beginning	of	the	Bible,	but	at	a
later	stage.	His	influence	on	creation	and	the	things	created,	however,	is	clearly
visible	in	the	first	chapters	of	the	book	of	Genesis.

Satan’s	downfall	is	described	in:

Isaiah	 14:9	 “Hell	 from	 beneath	 is	 excited	 about	 you,	 to	 meet	 you	 at	 your
coming;	it	stirs	up	the	dead	for	you,	all	the	chief	ones	of	the	earth;	it	has	raised
up	from	their	thrones	all	the	kings	of	the	nations.	10	They	all	shall	speak	and	say
to	you:	 ‘Have	you	also	become	as	weak	as	we?	Have	you	become	 like	us?	11
Your	 pomp	 is	 brought	 down	 to	 Sheol,	 and	 the	 sound	 of	 your	 stringed
instruments;	the	maggot	is	spread	under	you,	and	worms	cover	you.’	12	How	you
are	fallen	from	heaven,	O	Lucifer,	son	of	the	morning!	How	you	are	cut	down	to
the	ground,	you	who	weakened	the	nations!	13	For	you	have	said	in	your	heart:
‘I	will	ascend	into	heaven,	I	will	exalt	my	throne	above	the	stars	of	God;	I	will
also	sit	on	the	mount	of	the	congregation	on	the	farthest	sides	of	the	north;	14	I
will	ascend	above	the	heights	of	the	clouds,	I	will	be	like	the	Most	High.’	15	Yet
you	shall	be	brought	down	to	Sheol,	to	the	lowest	depths	of	the	Pit.”

God’s	counterpart

Satan	is	God’s	counterpart.	Not	surprisingly	his	nature	is	completely	contrary	to
God’s.

Because	of	satan’s	rebellion,	there	was	no	place	for	him	in	heaven	anymore.	An
unholy	 satan	 and	 a	 holy	 God	 cannot	 exist	 beside	 one	 another.	 A	 third	 of	 the
angels	 took	 sides	 with	 satan,	 two	 thirds	 of	 them	 remained	 faithful	 to	 God
(Revelation	12:3-4).

A	battle	was	fought	 in	heaven	between	God’s	angels	and	satan’s	angels,	which



battle	was	decided	 in	favor	of	God’s	angels.	God’s	enemy	and	his	angels	were
removed	from	heaven	and	thrown	down	on	the	earth.

Revelation	12:9	So	the	great	dragon	was	cast	out,	that	serpent	of	old,	called	the
Devil	and	Satan,	who	deceives	the	whole	world;	he	was	cast	to	the	earth,	and	his
angels	were	cast	out	with	him.

Apparently,	satan	still	has	access	to	God,	as	we	read	in	Job	1:6.

Hell	 is	 the	 ultimate	 abode	 for	 satan	 and	 his	 demons	 (Revelation	 20:10).	 ‘The
lowest	depths	of	the	pit’	(from	Isaiah	14:15)	is	an	expression	used	for	the	pitch-
darkness	of	hell	that	is	reserved	for	satan.

Isaiah	 14’s	 prophecy	 on	 Babylon	 bears	 much	 likeness	 to	 the	 event	 described
before.	 The	 downfall	 is	 also	 described	 in	 Ezekiel,	 in	 a	 prophecy	 against	 the
prince	of	Tyre.

Ezekiel	28:2	“Son	of	man,	say	to	the	prince	of	Tyre,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:
“Because	your	heart	 is	 lifted	up,	And	you	say,	 ‘I	am	a	god,	 I	sit	 in	 the	seat	of
gods,	In	the	midst	of	the	seas,’	Yet	you	are	a	man,	and	not	a	god,	Though	you	set
your	 heart	 as	 the	 heart	 of	 a	 god”’	 (…)	14	You	were	 the	 anointed	 cherub	who
covers;	 I	 established	you;	you	were	on	 the	holy	mountain	of	God;	you	walked
back	and	forth	in	the	midst	of	fiery	stones.	15	You	were	perfect	in	your	ways	from
the	day	you	were	created,	till	iniquity	was	found	in	you.	16	By	the	abundance	of
your	trading	you	became	filled	with	violence	within,	and	you	sinned;	therefore	I
cast	you	as	a	profane	thing	out	of	the	mountain	of	God;	and	I	destroyed	you,	O
covering	cherub,	from	the	midst	of	the	fiery	stones.”

In	one	of	his	letters,	the	apostle	Peter	also	stated	satan’s	fall	and	humiliation:

2	Peter	2:4	For	if	God	did	not	spare	the	angels	who	sinned,	but	cast	them	down
to	hell	and	delivered	them	into	chains	of	darkness,	to	be	reserved	for	judgment;

So	 heaven	was	 rid	 of	 satan’s	 presence	 and	 influence.	 The	 theatre	 of	 war	 was
transferred	 from	 the	 heavens	 to	 the	 earth	 which	 had	 in	 the	 meantime	 been
created.	 Satan	 had	 lost	 the	 battle	 in	 heaven,	 and	 the	 throne	 of	 the	 universe
remained	invariably	in	God’s	hands.	Satan	had	to	come	up	with	a	new	strategy:
to	conquer	heaven	by	way	of	the	earth.	So,	satan	and	his	demons	focused	their
mind	fully	on	the	earth	as	their	prey	and	operating	base.	The	following	texts	also
deal	with	satan’s	being	and	the	battle	against	satan:

John	8:44	“You	are	of	your	father	the	devil,	and	the	desires	of	your	father	you



want	 to	do.	He	was	a	murderer	 from	 the	beginning,	and	does	not	 stand	 in	 the
truth,	because	there	is	no	truth	in	him.	When	he	speaks	a	lie,	he	speaks	from	his
own	resources,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	father	of	it.”

Ephesians	 6:12	 For	 we	 do	 not	 wrestle	 against	 flesh	 and	 blood,	 but	 against
principalities,	 against	 powers,	 against	 the	 rulers	 of	 the	 darkness	 of	 this	 age,
against	spiritual	hosts	of	wickedness	in	the	heavenly	places.

Satan’s	ambitions	were/are:

1.	Posing	as	a	god

Satan	 tries	 to	 imitate	 God	 in	 everything.	 That’s	 why	 he	 is	 also	 called	 ‘God’s
ape’.	This	is	shown	most	clearly	with	respect	to	God’s	trinity.	The	trinity	of	God
consists	 of	 Father,	 Son	 and	 Holy	 Spirit.	 Satan’s	 trinity	 consists	 of	 satan,	 the
antichrist	and	the	beast.

Revelation	16:13	And	 I	 saw	 three	unclean	 spirits	 like	 frogs	 coming	out	of	 the
mouth	of	the	dragon,	out	of	the	mouth	of	the	beast,	and	out	of	the	mouth	of	the
false	prophet.

2.	Occupying	a	house	of	gods	(temple)

2Thessalonians	2:3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not
come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son
of	perdition,	4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	 that	 is	called	God	or
that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing	himself
that	he	is	God.

Satan’s	power	is	limited

Satan’s	power	is	limited	and	cannot	be	compared	with	God’s	power.

In	 principle,	 he	 is	 already	 a	 defeated	 enemy	 due	 to	 the	 finished	 work	 of	 the
Messiah	Jesus	on	Calvary,	and	due	to	His	resurrection.	Satan	can	only	act	within
the	space	that	God	allows	him.	You	can	read	about	this	in	Job	1,	Revelation	20
and	 Ephesians	 1.	 God	 allows	 him	 to	 execute	 a	 certain	 power;	 this	 is	 part	 of
God’s	mysterious	acting.	We	can	rest	assured	 that	God	 is	doing	 it	 for	His	own
purposes	and	that	it	fits	within	His	plan	for	mankind.

Job	1:12	And	the	LORD	said	to	Satan,	“Behold,	all	that	he	has	is	in	your	power;
only	do	not	lay	a	hand	on	his	person.”	So	Satan	went	out	from	the	presence	of
the	LORD.



Ephesians	 1:19	 and	what	 is	 the	 exceeding	 greatness	 of	 His	 power	 toward	 us
who	believe,	according	to	the	working	of	His	mighty	power	20	which	He	worked
in	Christ	when	He	raised	Him	from	the	dead	and	seated	Him	at	His	right	hand	in
the	 heavenly	 places,	 21	 far	 above	 all	 principality	 and	 power	 and	 might	 and
dominion,	and	every	name	 that	 is	 named,	not	only	 in	 this	age	but	also	 in	 that
which	is	to	come.	22	And	He	put	all	things	under	His	feet,	and	gave	Him	to	be
head	over	all	things	to	the	Church,

The	Lord	comforts	and	encourages	the	believers	with	the	following	promise:

2Thessalonians	3:3	But	 the	Lord	 is	 faithful,	who	will	 establish	you	and	guard
you	from	the	evil	one.

During	the	millennial	kingdom	is	Satan	bound	in	Hades.	When	he	arrives	he	is
greeted	 by	 the	 kings	 of	 the	Gentiles	 (unbelievers)	with	 the	 exclamation:	 “You
also	have	become	weak,	as	we	are;	you	have	become	like	us.”

Isaiah	14:	7	All	 the	 lands	are	at	 rest	and	at	peace;	 they	break	 into	 singing.	8
Even	the	pine	trees	and	the	cedars	of	Lebanon	exult	over	you	and	say,	“Now	that
you	have	been	laid	low,	no	woodsman	comes	to	cut	us	down.”	9	The	grave	below
is	all	astir	 to	meet	you	at	your	coming;	 it	 rouses	 the	 spirits	of	 the	departed	 to
greet	you--	all	those	who	were	leaders	in	the	world;	it	makes	them	rise	from	their
thrones--	 all	 those	who	were	 kings	 over	 the	 nations.	 10	They	will	 all	 respond,
they	will	say	to	you,	“You	also	have	become	weak,	as	we	are;	you	have	become
like	us.”(NIV)



3.	The	Perfection	of	Creation
The	description	of	creation,	as	communicated	by	God	Himself	to	Moses,	shows
that	what	God	had	created	was	very	good.	God	is	perfect,	holy,	and	very	good.
What	He	has	created,	is	also	very	good.	God	made	man	in	His	image,	according
to	His	 likeness.	We	 see	 this	 picture	 one	 hundred	 percent	 pure	 in	 the	Messiah
Jesus	Who	has	come	to	this	earth.

The	Creator	is	the	source	of	Life	and	Light.	He,	the	Messiah	Jesus,	is	the	source
of	Life	and	Light,	but	He	is	also	the	Creator.	The	apostle	John	speaks	of	Him	in:

John	1:1	In	 the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the
Word	was	God.	 2	He	was	 in	 the	 beginning	with	God.	 3	All	 things	were	made
through	Him,	and	without	Him	nothing	was	made	that	was	made.	4	In	Him	was
life,	and	the	Life	was	the	Light	of	men	…	10	He	was	in	the	world,	and	the	world
was	made	 through	Him,	and	 the	world	did	not	 know	Him.	11	He	 came	 to	His
own,	and	His	own	did	not	receive	Him.	12	But	as	many	as	received	Him,	to	them
He	gave	the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	to	those	who	believe	in	His	name.

John	8:12	Then	Jesus	spoke	to	them	again,	saying,	“I	am	the	Light	of	the	world.
He	who	follows	Me	shall	not	walk	in	darkness,	but	have	the	light	of	life.”

Through	the	fall	of	man,	the	whole	creation	has	been	cursed.	But	the	Creator,	the
Messiah	Jesus,	will	come	to	redeem	not	just	the	people,	but	the	entire	earth,	the
whole	creation.

Genesis	3:17	Then	 to	Adam	He	 said,	 “Because	 you	 have	 heeded	 the	 voice	 of
your	wife,	and	have	eaten	from	the	tree	of	which	I	commanded	you,	saying,	‘You
shall	not	eat	of	it’:	“Cursed	is	the	ground	for	your	sake;	in	toil	you	shall	eat	of	it
all	the	days	of	your	life.	18	Both	thorns	and	thistles	it	shall	bring	forth	for	you.

John	8:44	“You	are	of	your	father	the	devil,	and	the	desires	of	your	father	you
want	 to	do.	He	was	a	murderer	 from	 the	beginning,	and	does	not	 stand	 in	 the
truth,	because	there	is	no	truth	in	him.	When	he	speaks	a	lie,	he	speaks	from	his
own	resources,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	father	of	it.”

Ephesians	 6:12	 For	 we	 do	 not	 wrestle	 against	 flesh	 and	 blood,	 but	 against
principalities,	 against	 powers,	 against	 the	 rulers	 of	 the	 darkness	 of	 this	 age,
against	spiritual	hosts	of	wickedness	in	the	heavenly	places.

Revelation	21:1	Now	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven



and	the	first	earth	had	passed	away.	Also	there	was	no	more	sea.	2	Then	I,	John,
saw	 the	 holy	 city,	 New	 Jerusalem,	 coming	 down	 out	 of	 heaven	 from	 God,
prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	for	her	husband.

The	creation	of	man	in	God’s	image

Voluntary	love

The	relation	of	God	the	Father	and	his	Son,	the	Messiah	Jesus,	is	characterized
by	Love–Divine	Love.	The	Father	loves	the	Son,	and	the	Son	loves	the	Father.
That	is	a	voluntary	love	(Proverbs	8:22-31).

Due	 to	 the	disobedience	of	 the	principal	angel,	 the	morning	star,	 the	satan,	 sin
entered	heaven.	Due	to	the	disobedience	of	the	man	created	by	God,	sin	entered
the	earth,	and	 tarnished	everything	 (all	 things)	on	earth.	Man	 listened	 to	satan,
followed	 him,	 and	 became	 disobedient	 to	 God,	 his	 Creator.	 Because	 of	 that,
satan	became	the	ruler	of	this	world	and	subjected	creation	to	mortality.

Now,	 in	His	omnipotence,	God	could	have	changed	 that.	Yes,	God	could	have
created,	 or	 re-created,	 people	 who	 could	 only	 be	 able	 to	 love	 Him.	 But	 then
people	would	have	become	some	kind	of	puppets.	They	would	then	be	forced	by
God	 to	 love	Him–that	would	 have	been	 the	 only	 possibility.	But	 it	was	God’s
intention	 that	mankind	would	 love	 and	 obey	Him	 of	 their	 own	 free	will.	God
didn’t	want	enforced	love.	He	wanted	a	love,	like	the	one	between	Him	and	His
Son–a	love	based	on	voluntariness.	That’s	why	God	created	man	with	a	free	will.
Unfortunately,	this	free	will	was	tarnished	by	sin,	and	now,	by	his	own	volition,
man	only	chooses	against	God.

Knowing	 this,	God	 sent	His	Son	 into	 this	world	 to	 reveal	who	He	 is	Himself.
God	revealed	Himself	in	the	Son	of	His	love.	And	as	His	Son	is,	so	God	wants
His	creatures	to	be–perfect	in	love	and	obedience.

To	this	end,	it	was	first	necessary	that	His	beloved	Son	would	suffer	and	die	on
the	cross	for	the	sins	of	mankind	and	the	world	in	order	to	allay	God’s	wrath	and
to	be	able	to	reconcile	man	with	God.	That	is	why	everybody	is	invited	to	accept
the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 as	 his/her	 Savior	 and	 Reconciler	 of	 his/her	 sins.	 Through
conversion	 and	 re-birth	 they	 become	 part	 of	 the	 body	 of	 Christ,	 the	 Church.
Christ	 is	 their	 Head.	 In	 Christ,	 they	 voluntarily	 love	 the	 Father.	 That’s	 God’s
intention.	He	requires	people	to	love	Him	heartily	of	their	own	free	will.	People



who	want	to	serve	Him	and	glorify	His	Name.

The	following	texts	from	the	NT	make	this	clear:

John	14:23	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	him,	“If	anyone	loves	Me,	he	will	keep
My	word;	and	My	Father	will	love	him,	and	We	will	come	to	him	and	make	Our
home	with	him.”

1John	2:5	But	whoever	 keeps	His	word,	 truly	 the	 love	 of	God	 is	 perfected	 in
him.	By	this	we	know	that	we	are	in	Him.

1	John	4:19	We	love	Him	because	He	first	loved	us.

The	Tanakh	also	speaks	about	voluntariness	in	our	relationship	to	God.

Voluntary	 sacrifices–Exodus	 35:2,	 5,	 21,	 22,	 29;	 2Chronicles	 29:31;	 Leviticus
7:16;	Leviticus	22:21,	23;	Ezekiel	46:12;	Psalms	119:108;	Amos	4:5

Voluntary	gifts–Deuteronomy	16:10;	1Chronicles	29:6,	9,	14,	17;	Ezra	1:6;	Ezra
2:68;	Ezra	7:15-16

Voluntary	service–1Chronicles	28:21;	2Chronicles	17:15

This	conversion	will	be	completely	voluntary,	also	for	the	future	of	Israel,	when
the	remaining	part	of	 Israel	will	 repent.	How	is	 this	possible?	It	 is	because	 the
Lord	will	make	them	voluntary.

Psalm	110:3	Your	people	 shall	be	 volunteers	 in	 the	day	of	Your	power;	 in	 the
beauties	of	holiness,	 from	 the	womb	of	 the	morning,	You	have	 the	dew	of	Your
youth.

People	who	 don’t	 believe	 in	 this	 God,	 don’t	 believe	 in	 the	 biblical	 history	 of
creation	in	six	days	either.	They	think	the	earth	came	about	out	of	nothing,	by	a
so-called	 Big	 Bang,	 and	 that	 the	 earth	 was	 finished	 through	 evolution	 (self-
development).

The	history	of	Israel	and	the	history	of	Christianity	show	that	the	apostasy	from
God,	the	disobedience	to	God,	practically	always	starts	with	doubts	and	unbelief
regarding	God’s	creative	power.	Also	the	last	hundred	years	show	that	the	drop
in	Church	 attendance	 and	 the	 subsequent	 apostasy	 from	God	 very	 often	 starts
with	 doubts	 and	 unbelief	 about	 the	 story	 of	 the	 Creation,	 as	 described	 in	 the
book	of	Genesis	and	stated	in	many	other	instances	in	the	Word	of	God.	Take	for
example	the	Law	of	the	ten	commandments	and	the	Psalms.	Doubts	and	unbelief
about	creation	make	God	a	liar.



Genesis	 1:26	Then	God	 said,	 “Let	Us	make	man	 in	Our	 image,	 according	 to
Our	likeness;	let	them	have	dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	over	the	birds	of
the	air,	and	over	the	cattle,	over	all	the	earth	and	over	every	creeping	thing	that
creeps	on	the	earth.”	27	So	God	created	man	in	His	own	image;	in	the	image	of
God	He	created	him;	male	and	 female	He	created	 them.	28	Then	God	blessed
them,	and	God	said	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply;	fill	the	earth	and	subdue
it;	 have	 dominion	 over	 the	 fish	 of	 the	 sea,	 over	 the	 birds	 of	 the	 air,	 and	 over
every	living	thing	that	moves	on	the	earth.”	29	And	God	said,	“See,	I	have	given
you	every	herb	that	yields	seed	which	is	on	the	face	of	all	 the	earth,	and	every
tree	whose	fruit	yields	seed;	to	you	it	shall	be	for	food.	30	‘Also,	to	every	beast	of
the	earth,	to	every	bird	of	the	air,	and	to	everything	that	creeps	on	the	earth,	in
which	 there	 is	 life,	 I	have	given	every	green	herb	 for	 food”;	and	 it	was	so.	31
Then	God	saw	everything	that	He	had	made,	and	indeed	it	was	very	good.	So	the
evening	and	the	morning	were	the	sixth	day.

Genesis	 2:1	 Thus	 the	 heavens	 and	 the	 earth,	 and	 all	 the	 host	 of	 them,	 were
finished.	2	And	on	the	seventh	day	God	ended	His	work	which	He	had	done,	and
He	rested	on	the	seventh	day	from	all	His	work	which	He	had	done.	3	Then	God
blessed	 the	 seventh	day	and	 sanctified	 it,	 because	 in	 it	He	 rested	 from	all	His
work	which	God	had	created	and	made.

Genesis	2:21	And	the	LORD	God	caused	a	deep	sleep	to	fall	on	Adam,	and	he
slept;	and	He	took	one	of	his	ribs,	and	closed	up	the	flesh	in	its	place.	22	Then
the	rib	which	the	LORD	God	had	taken	from	man	He	made	into	a	woman,	and
He	brought	her	to	the	man.	23	And	Adam	said:	“This	is	now	bone	of	my	bones
and	flesh	of	my	flesh;	she	shall	be	called	Woman,	because	she	was	taken	out	of
Man.”	24	Therefore	a	man	shall	leave	his	father	and	mother	and	be	joined	to	his
wife,	and	they	shall	become	one	flesh.	25	And	they	were	both	naked,	the	man	and
his	wife,	and	were	not	ashamed.

The	 supervision	 of	 creation	 is	 entrusted	 to	 man.	 Man	 receives	 a	 great
responsibility	from	God.	How	beautiful	this	could	have	been!	But	because	of	the
fall,	this	supervision	of	creation	did	not	become	as	God	had	meant	it	to	be.	Also
in	man’s	supervising	creation,	God’s	commandment	 to	 love	Him	above	all	and
our	 neighbor	 as	 ourselves	was	 violated.	 The	 supervision	 of	 this	 earth	 showed
that	 in	 everything	 man	 had	 himself	 in	 mind–very	 often	 at	 the	 neighbor’s
expense.	 This	 selfishness	 led	 to	 oppression,	 exploitation,	 colonization,	 slavery
(also	modern	slavery),	exhaustion,	contamination	of	the	environment,	etc.



It	 is	 good	 that	 there	 are	 organizations	 in	 the	 field	 of	 human	 rights	 and
environmental	 protection,	 otherwise	 the	 world	 would	 become	 even	 more
uninhabitable.	But	 the	problem	 itself–evil–is	not	cured.	That’s	why	 the	apostle
Paul	says	in:

Romans	8:19	For	the	earnest	expectation	of	 the	creation	eagerly	waits	 for	 the
revealing	of	 the	sons	of	God.	20	For	 the	creation	was	subjected	 to	 futility,	not
willingly,	but	because	of	Him	who	subjected	it	in	hope;	21	because	the	creation
itself	 also	 will	 be	 delivered	 from	 the	 bondage	 of	 corruption	 into	 the	 glorious
liberty	of	 the	children	of	God.	22	For	we	know	that	 the	whole	creation	groans
and	labors	with	birth	pangs	together	until	now.

Only	once	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	be	King	of	this	world,	will	things	go	better–as
a	prelude	to	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth	that	will	be	descending	out	of	heaven
from	God.

Genesis	1:27	So	God	created	man	 in	His	own	 image;	 in	 the	 image	of	God	He
created	him;	male	and	female	He	created	them.	28	Then	God	blessed	them,	and
God	said	 to	 them,	“Be	 fruitful	and	multiply;	 fill	 the	earth	and	 subdue	 it;	have
dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	over	the	birds	of	the	air,	and	over	every	living
thing	that	moves	on	the	earth.”

Genesis	2:16	And	the	LORD	God	commanded	the	man,	saying,	“Of	every	tree	of
the	garden	you	may	freely	eat;	17	but	of	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and
evil	you	shall	not	eat,	for	in	the	day	that	you	eat	of	it	you	shall	surely	die.”

Man	receives	one	regimen	from	God

Man	is	the	creature	blessed	by	God	to	be	able	to	keep	this	regimen.	From	God	he
receives	one	important	stipulation	that	he	must	live	up	to:	he	must	not	eat	from
the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil.	On	trespassing	this	commandment,
he	will	die.	Considering	 the	many	varieties	of	 trees	and	 fruits	 in	 the	garden,	 it
should	have	been	easy	for	man	to	keep	this	commandment.	Man	was	also	made
perfect	and	capable	of	obeying	the	commandment.

However,	satan	sows	doubts	about	God’s	integrity,	and	distorts	God’s	words.	His
first	question	to	man	starts	with	a	lie.

Genesis	 3:1	Now	 the	 serpent	 was	 more	 cunning	 than	 any	 beast	 of	 the	 field
which	the	LORD	God	had	made.	And	he	said	to	the	woman,	“Has	God	indeed
said,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	every	tree	of	the	garden’?”



4.	Man	Falls	into	Sin
Rabbinic	explanation

In	Sepher	Hazohar	by	Rabbi	Simeon	ben	Joachi	we	read	the	following	about	the
words	‘Now	the	serpent’:

“Rabbi	 Isaac	 said	 the	 serpent	 was	 the	 evil	 seducer.	 Rabbi	 Judah	 said	 we’re
dealing	 here	 with	 a	 real	 serpent.	 They	 consulted	 rabbi	 Simeon	who	 said	 they
were	 both	 right.	 It	 was	 indeed	 Samael	 (the	 devil),	 but	 in	 the	 appearance	 of	 a
serpent.	Satan	 is	also	 the	 image	 in	which	 the	serpent	was	created.	Serpent	and
satan	are	one	here.	We	have	the	tradition	that	in	those	days	satan	descended	from
heaven	and	rode	(sat)	on	 that	serpent.”	Later,	 the	words	‘the	serpent	was	more
cunning’	 are	 explained	 as	 follows:	 “The	 serpent,	 that	 is	 the	 Yetzer	 harä,	 the
Angel	of	Death.	And	because	 the	 serpent	 is	 the	Angel	of	Death,	 it	 has	 caused
death	in	the	entire	world.”

Genesis	 3:2	And	 the	woman	 said	 to	 the	 serpent,	 “We	may	 eat	 the	 fruit	 of	 the
trees	 of	 the	 garden;	 3	 but	 of	 the	 fruit	 of	 the	 tree	which	 is	 in	 the	midst	 of	 the
garden,	God	has	said,	‘You	shall	not	eat	it,	nor	shall	you	touch	it,	lest	you	die.’”

In	reply,	Eve	quotes	the	word	incompletely	and	incorrectly:

Satan	 projects	 his	 own	 nature	 on	 man:	 wanting	 to	 be	 equal	 to	 God.	 He	 then
contradicts	God’s	words	and	makes	God	a	liar.

Genesis	3:4	Then	the	serpent	said	to	the	woman,	“You	will	not	surely	die.	5	For
God	knows	that	in	the	day	you	eat	of	it	your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	will	be
like	God,	knowing	good	and	evil.”

By	using	a	lie	he	tries	to	seduce	the	two	people,	and	succeeds.	First	he	seduces
the	woman	Eve,	and	then	she	seduces	her	husband	Adam.

Genesis	3:6	So	when	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,	that	it	was
pleasant	to	the	eyes,	and	a	tree	desirable	to	make	one	wise,	she	took	of	its	fruit
and	ate.	She	also	gave	to	her	husband	with	her,	and	he	ate.	7	Then	the	eyes	of
both	of	them	were	opened,	and	they	knew	that	they	were	naked;	and	they	sewed
fig	leaves	together	and	made	themselves	coverings.

8	And	they	heard	the	sound	of	the	LORD	God	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool
of	 the	 day,	 and	 Adam	 and	 his	 wife	 hid	 themselves	 from	 the	 presence	 of	 the



LORD	God	 among	 the	 trees	 of	 the	 garden.	 9	 Then	 the	 LORD	God	 called	 to
Adam	and	said	to	him,	“Where	are	you?”	10	So	he	said,	“I	heard	Your	voice	in
the	garden,	and	I	was	afraid	because	I	was	naked;	and	I	hid	myself.”	11	And	He
said,	“Who	told	you	that	you	were	naked?	Have	you	eaten	from	the	tree	of	which
I	commanded	you	that	you	should	not	eat?”	12	Then	the	man	said,	“The	woman
whom	You	gave	to	be	with	me,	she	gave	me	of	the	tree,	and	I	ate.”	13	And	the
LORD	God	said	to	the	woman,	“What	is	this	you	have	done?”	The	woman	said,
“The	serpent	deceived	me,	and	I	ate.”	14	So	the	LORD	God	said	to	the	serpent:
“Because	you	have	done	this,	you	are	cursed	more	than	all	cattle,	and	more	than
every	beast	of	the	field;	on	your	belly	you	shall	go,	and	you	shall	eat	dust	all	the
days	of	your	life.”

Through	this	disobedient	act,	the	relationship	with	God	is	broken.	Man	becomes
the	subject	of	satan	and	of	his	kingdom	of	darkness.	From	that	day	on,	man	is
“dead	 in	 trespasses	 and	 sins”,	 as	 the	 apostle	 Paul	 says	 in	 his	 letter	 to	 the
Ephesians.

Ephesians	2:1	And	you	He	made	alive,	who	were	dead	in	trespasses	and	sins,	2
in	which	you	once	walked	according	to	the	course	of	this	world,	according	to	the
prince	 of	 the	 power	 of	 the	 air,	 the	 spirit	 who	 now	 works	 in	 the	 sons	 of
disobedience,	3	among	whom	also	we	all	once	conducted	ourselves	in	the	lusts
of	our	flesh,	fulfilling	the	desires	of	the	flesh	and	of	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature
children	of	wrath,	just	as	the	others.

How	serious	was	 the	fact	 that	Adam	and	Eve	sinned?	Was	 it	 just	 the	 improper
taking	 of	 an	 “apple”,	 in	 other	 words:	 a	 slight	 transgression	 of	 God’s
commandment?	No,	they	sinned	against	the	eternal,	holy	God,	it	was	a	big-sized
sin,	for	many	sins	were	intertwined.	It	was	an	extensive	sin,	a	chain	with	many
links.	 There	were	 at	 least	 ten	 sins	 included	 in	 that	 one	 transgression	 (Thomas
Watson	mentions	them	extensively	in	his	book	A	Body	of	Divinity):

1.	 Incredulity.	They	did	 not	 believe	 that	what	God	 had	 spoken	was	 the	 truth.
God	said	they	would	die	on	the	day	they	would	eat	of	that	tree.	But	they	did	not
believe	 they	 should	 die	 because	 of	 eating	 such	wonderful	 fruit.	Thus,	 by	 their
unbelief,	 they	made	God	a	 liar,	even	worse:	 they	believed	the	devil	rather	 than
God.

2.	Unthankfulness,	the	epitome	of	all	sin.	God	had	enriched	Adam	and	Eve	with
many	mercies;	He	had	stamped	His	own	image	upon	them.	He	had	made	Adam
lord	of	the	world.	He	had	given	Adam	and	Eve	permission	to	eat	of	all	the	trees



of	the	garden	(with	the	exception	of	just	one).

3.	Discontent.	Had	 they	not	been	discontented,	 they	would	never	have	 tried	 to
change	their	condition.	They	had	received	so	many	things	from	God.

4.	Pride.	They	wanted	 to	be	 like	God.	“You	will	be	 like	God,”	said	satan,	and
apparently	Adam	was	hoping	to	become	like	God.	He	supposed	that	the	tree	of
knowledge	would	make	him	omniscient.	But	by	climbing	so	high,	he	got	a	fall.

5.	Disobedience.	 God	 had	 said,	 “You	 shall	 not	 eat	 from	 that	 tree”,	 but	 they
wanted	 to	 eat	 from	 it,	 although	 it	 cost	 them	 their	 lives.	Disobedience	 is	 a	 sin
against	 equity.	 It	 is	 right	 we	 should	 serve	 God	 from	 Whom	 we	 have	 our
subsistence.

6.	Curiosity.	They	meddled	with	something	that	was	out	of	their	sphere,	and	did
not	belong	to	them.	Example:	God	struck	the	men	of	Beth	Shemesh	for	looking
into	the	ark	(1	Samuel	6:19).	They	too	wanted	to	pry	into	God’s	secrets	and	taste
what	was	forbidden.

7.	Wantonness.	Although	Adam	and	Eve	had	a	choice	of	all	the	other	trees,	yet
their	palate	grew	wanton,	and	they	must	have	fruit	from	that	particular	tree.	They
had	received	more	than	they	needed,	yet	they	lusted	after	the	forbidden	fruit.

8.	Sacrilege.	The	 tree	 of	 knowledge	was	 none	 of	Adam’s	 and	Eve’s,	 yet	 they
took	of	 it	 and	 robbed	God	of	His	 legitimate	possession–this	 is	 sacrilege.	They
violated	God’s	holy	right.

9.	Murder.	Adam	 and	 Eve	 were	 the	 first	 people,	 and	 all	 their	 posterity	 were
involved	 in	 them.	 By	 sinning	 they	 destroyed	 all	 their	 posterity.	 This	 started
already	with	Cain	who	killed	his	brother	Abel.	Cain	committed	the	murder,	but
indirectly	Adam	and	Eve	were	also	guilty	 to	 it–it	was	by	 their	 sinning	 that	 sin
and	death	had	entered	the	world.

10.	 Presumption.	Adam	 and	 Eve	 presumed	 of	 God’s	 mercies.	 They	 blessed
themselves	and	thought	they	would	have	peace.	They	thought	that	despite	their
transgression	 they	 would	 not	 die;	 that	 God	would	 reverse	 His	 decision	 rather
than	let	them	die.	That	was	great	presumption.

One	 sin	may	 have	many	 sins	 in	 it.	We	 are	 apt	 to	 have	 slight	 thoughts	 of	 sin,
saying,	“It’s	but	a	little	one.”	How	many	sins	did	Adam	and	Eve’s	sin	contain!
For	that	reason,	we	should	avoid	any	large	or	small	sin	and	kill	it	if	we	feel	like
sinning.



Thomas	Watson’s	 first	 point	was	unbelief.	 In	 the	NT,	 the	Lord	 Jesus	 also	 first
stated	unbelief.

John	16:8	“And	when	He	 has	 come,	He	will	 convict	 the	world	 of	 sin,	 and	 of
righteousness,	and	of	judgment:	9	of	sin,	because	they	do	not	believe	in	Me;”

Those	are	words	that	the	Lord	Jesus	spoke	about	the	Holy	Spirit.

In	the	NT,	the	apostle	Paul	says	in:

Romans	8:13	For	 if	 you	 live	according	 to	 the	 flesh	you	will	die;	but	 if	by	 the
Spirit	you	put	to	death	the	deeds	of	the	body,	you	will	live.

The	 latter	 applies	 to	 a	 person	 who	 through	 faith	 in	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 has
received	the	Holy	Spirit.

Adam,	where	are	you?

Naturally,	God	knew	where	Adam	and	Eve	were.	But	deep	sorrow	and	pain	are
conveyed	in	this	question.	Adam	and	Eve	had	left	God;	they	fled	from	Him,	their
Creator,	 their	heavenly	Father.	What	a	gap,	what	an	estrangement	does	this	sin
produce.	And	yet	God	looks	out	for	them.	Adam	and	Eve	are	both	addressed	by
God	and	are	both	called	to	account.	The	old	Adam	had	to	hide	himself	because
of	his	sin,	the	new	Adam	(the	Messiah)	presented	Himself	as	the	Substitute,	see:

Psalm	40:	7	Then	I	said,	“Behold,	I	come;	In	the	scroll	of	the	book	it	is	written
of	me.	8	I	delight	to	do	Your	will,	O	my	God,	And	Your	law	is	within	my	heart.”

However,	Adam	puts	the	blame	on	his	wife–and	thus	indirectly	on	God	Himself–
and	Eve	blames	the	serpent–a	very	recognizable	pattern	that	repeats	itself	again
and	again.	Adam	did	not	behave	like	the	responsible	leader,	and	satan	seized	the
opportunity	to	seduce	them.

Satan	is	severely	punished	by	God.	A	punishment	that,	in	the	long	run,	is	going
to	ruin	satan.	Instead	of	a	great	life	in	paradise,	Adam	and	Eve,	as	well	as	their
posterity,	will	now	end	up	in	a	continuous	theatre	of	war,	until	 the	new	Adam,
the	Messiah	Jesus	comes–to	rule	as	a	King	on	earth,	to	bind	satan	and	throw	him
into	hell.

Adam	 and	 Eva	 receive	 the	 wages	 of	 sin	 (Romans	 6:23),	 i.e.	 no	 longer	 a
harmonic	 relationship	with	God,	 but	with	death	 and	destruction	 setting	 in.	Sin
not	only	affected	man’s	life,	but	God’s	entire	creation.

Romans	 8:20	 For	 the	 creation	 was	 subjected	 to	 futility,	 not	 willingly,	 but



because	of	Him	who	subjected	it	in	hope;	21	because	the	creation	itself	also	will
be	 delivered	 from	 the	 bondage	 of	 corruption	 into	 the	 glorious	 liberty	 of	 the
children	of	God.	22	For	we	know	that	the	whole	creation	groans	and	labors	with
birth	pangs	together	until	now.

Adam	and	Eve	had	broken	the	covenant	(work	covenant)	with	God.

This	work	covenant	was	instituted	before	the	fall.	It	was	a	conditional	covenant:
if	 man	 would	 keep	 all	 of	 God’s	 commandments,	 God	 would	 grant	 him	 life
eternal.	The	‘Tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil’	was	the	symbolic	sign	for
this	covenant.	The	punishment	for	breaking	the	covenant	was	death.

Theologians,	 as	 well	 as	 other	 people,	 claim	 that	 the	 story	 of	 the	 fall	 did	 not
happen	 literally	 and	 should	 be	 taken	 symbolically.	 However,	 there	 is	 enough
proof	in	the	Scriptures	showing	that	it	really	happened.	The	LORD	Himself	says,
through	the	prophet	Hosea,	in	6:7	that	Israel	has	been	just	as	unfaithful	to	Him	as
Adam.

Hosea	 6:7	 “But	 like	 men	 they	 transgressed	 the	 covenant;	 there	 they	 dealt
treacherously	with	Me.”



5.	The	promised	seed	-The	mother
promise
Satan	will	not	forever	rule	as	king	on	the	earth

God	knew	that	there	was	only	one	way	to	save	mankind,	i.e.	by	giving	His	own
life	 as	 a	 sacrifice	 for	mankind.	After	 the	 fall	 of	 the	 first	 people,	 God	 already
came	 up	with	 the	 promise	 that	 satan	would	 not	 conquer,	 but	 that	 there	would
come	 a	 Person	Who	will	 bruise	 his	 head	 (Genesis	 3:15),	 Somebody	 from	 the
woman’s	 seed.	This	 clearly	 points	 to	 the	Messiah,	Who	will	 be	 born	 from	 the
human	race.	By	nature,	through	the	fall,	man	has	become	God’s	enemy,	and	he
serves	satan.

This	promise,	as	a	 first	announcement	of	 the	salvation	 through	 the	Messiah,	 is
just	as	general	and	veiled	as	it	is	clear	and	deep.	It	is	the	first	covenant	of	grace
that	God	concludes	with	a	man,	with	Adam.	A	holy	God	enters	into	a	covenant
with	a	sinful	being.	It	is	God’s	pledge	that	He	will	be	gracious	unto	man,	though
it	is	a	one-track	covenant.

In	 the	Targum	of	 Jerusalem,	we	 find	 the	 following	words:	 “…	and	 it	 shall	 be
when	the	woman’s	sons	keep	the	commandments	of	the	law,	they	will	be	able	to
bruise	thy	head;	and	if	they	forsake	those	commandments,	thou	wilt	be	ready	to
wound	 them	 in	 their	 heel.	However,	 there	 shall	 be	medicine	 for	 them,	 but	 for
thee	 there	 will	 be	 no	medicine;	 they	 shall	 make	 a	 remedy	 for	 the	 heel	 (axyjm
aklmd	amwyb)	in	the	days	of	the	King	Messiah.”

Genesis	3:15	“And	I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	and	between
your	 seed	 and	 her	 Seed;	He	 shall	 bruise	 your	 head,	 and	 you	 shall	 bruise	His
heel.”

Genesis	4:1	Now	Adam	knew	Eve	his	wife,	 and	 she	 conceived	and	bore	Cain,
and	said,	“I	have	acquired	a	man	from	the	LORD.”

The	way	in	which	Targum	Jonathan	renders	Eve’s	cry,	is	telling.	He	translates,	“I
have	 acquired	 a	 man,	 the	 Angel	 of	 JHWH.”	 In	 the	 later	 days	 of	 the	 Jewish
synagogue,	this	designation	was	a	specific	description	for	the	Messiah.

And	as	a	comment	on	Genesis	4:25	“For	God	has	appointed	another	seed	for
me”,	 the	Midrash	Rabbah	 says,	 “Rabbi	 Tanchuma	 said	 in	 the	 name	 of	 Rabbi



Samuel:	 ‘Eve	 looked	 forward	 to	 that	 seed	 that	 is	 coming	 from	 another	 place.
And	what	seed	is	it?	It	is	the	Messiah,	the	King.’”

Luke	1:31	“And	behold,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bring	forth	a	Son,
and	shall	call	His	name	JESUS.	32	He	will	be	great,	and	will	be	called	the	Son
of	the	Highest;	and	the	Lord	God	will	give	Him	the	throne	of	His	father	David.
33	And	He	will	reign	over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	His	kingdom	there
will	be	no	end.”	34	Then	Mary	said	to	the	angel,	“How	can	this	be,	since	I	do
not	know	a	man?”	35	And	the	angel	answered	and	said	to	her,	“The	Holy	Spirit
will	 come	 upon	 you,	 and	 the	 power	 of	 the	 Highest	 will	 overshadow	 you;
therefore,	also,	that	Holy	One	who	is	to	be	born	will	be	called	the	Son	of	God.”

2Thessalonians	2:3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not
come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son
of	perdition,	4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	 that	 is	called	God	or
that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing	himself
that	he	is	God.

Satan’s	attack	on	the	woman’s	seed

From	the	fall	on,	satan	has	constantly	tried	to	prevent	the	Messiah	from	coming.
He	will	also	try	to	keep	the	people–who	by	nature	are	born	as	satan’s	seed,	being
conceived	and	born	 in	 sin–firmly	 in	his	grasp.	Through	 the	mercy	of	 the	Lord
God,	however,	a	nation	will	originate	that	He	will	save	from	satan’s	power.	This
nation	will	receive	a	new	life–a	life	from	God–and	will	become	the	property	of
the	Messiah	Who	will	come	and	has	come.	However,	satan	tried	to	demonize	the
people	in	such	a	way	that	the	coming	of	the	promised	Seed	would	be	prevented.

Believers	before	the	flood

Sometime	after	the	fall,	after	various	generations	of	man	had	been	born,	people
began	to	call	on	the	name	of	the	LORD	(Genesis	4:26).	Faith	was	needed	to	do
so	 because	 the	majority	 of	 people	 did	 not	 care	 about	God.	 In	 essence,	 it	 was
Abel,	 the	 second	 son	 of	 Adam	 and	 Eve,	 who	 had	 discovered,	 right	 in	 the
beginning,	 the	 principle	 of	 sacrificing,	 and	 had	 practiced	 it	 (Genesis	 4:4).	His
heart	was	dedicated	 to	God.	The	best	known	example	of	a	believer	from	those
days	 is	 Enoch,	 the	 man	 who	 walked	 with	 God	 and	 was	 taken	 up	 in	 heaven
without	dying	(Genesis	5:24).	Maybe	he	was	 the	only	one	who	experienced	 it,
maybe	 there	were	more	people–we	don’t	know.	Also	of	Noah	we	 read	 that	he
walked	with	God	(Genesis	6:9).



6.	Sin	and	the	Flood
Two	of	 the	most	 decadent	 periods	 in	 the	 history	 of	mankind	were	 the	 days	 of
Noah,	 just	before	 the	 flood,	and	 the	days	of	Lot.	 In	both	situations,	 the	people
were	 so	 sinful	 that	God	 eradicated	 them	 from	 the	 face	of	 the	 earth.	 In	Noah’s
days,	 the	 entire	 sinful	 world	 was	 involved,	 in	 Lot’s	 days	 two	 cities	 were
involved.

Genesis	6:1	Now	it	came	to	pass,	when	men	began	to	multiply	on	the	face	of	the
earth,	 and	 daughters	 were	 born	 to	 them,	 2	 that	 the	 sons	 of	 God	 saw	 the
daughters	of	men,	that	they	were	beautiful;	and	they	took	wives	for	themselves	of
all	whom	they	chose.	3	And	the	LORD	said,	“My	Spirit	shall	not	strive	with	man
forever,	 for	 he	 is	 indeed	 flesh;	 yet	 his	 days	 shall	 be	 one	 hundred	 and	 twenty
years.”	4	There	were	giants	on	the	earth	in	those	days,	and	also	afterward,	when
the	sons	of	God	came	in	to	the	daughters	of	men	and	they	bore	children	to	them.
Those	were	the	mighty	men	who	were	of	old,	men	of	renown.

The	reason	for	God	to	have	the	flood	cover	the	earth	was	the	fact	that	the	human
race–with	 a	 single	 exception–was	 thoroughly	 sinful	 (Genesis	 6:5).	 The
immediate	 cause	 of	 the	 flood	was	 that	 demonic	 beings	 in	 human	 form	mixed
with	 ‘ordinary’	 people.	 Consequently,	 they	 produced	 a	 generation	 of	 the	most
malicious	 human	 beings	 that	 history	may	 ever	 have	 known.	 They	were	 giants
from	prehistoric	 times	 (Genesis	 6:4).	 That	was	 the	 limit,	 and	God	 decided	 to
have	a	flood	come	over	the	earth–which	would	mean	the	extirpation	of	the	entire
human	race,	except	for	Noah	and	his	family.

With	that	family,	God	would	later	make	a	covenant	and	make	a	new	start.	This
disaster	was	not	confined	to	the	Middle	East,	the	cradle	of	humanity,	but	covered
the	entire	earth.	At	least	154	individual	reports	have	been	found	of	these	events,
spread	over	all	continents.	The	layers	of	the	earth	are	also	quite	clear.

Genesis	6:5	Then	 the	LORD	saw	 that	 the	wickedness	of	man	was	great	 in	 the
earth,	and	that	every	intent	of	the	thoughts	of	his	heart	was	only	evil	continually.
6	And	 the	LORD	was	 sorry	 that	He	had	made	man	on	 the	 earth,	 and	He	was
grieved	 in	His	 heart.	 7	 So	 the	 LORD	 said,	 “I	 will	 destroy	man	whom	 I	 have
created	from	the	face	of	the	earth,	both	man	and	beast,	creeping	thing	and	birds
of	the	air,	for	I	am	sorry	that	I	have	made	them.”	8	But	Noah	found	grace	in	the
eyes	of	the	LORD.	9	This	is	the	genealogy	of	Noah.	Noah	was	a	just	man,	perfect
in	his	generations.	Noah	walked	with	God.	10	And	Noah	begot	three	sons:	Shem,



Ham,	and	Japheth.	11	The	earth	also	was	corrupt	before	God,	and	the	earth	was
filled	with	violence.	12	So	God	looked	upon	the	earth,	and	indeed	it	was	corrupt;
for	 all	 flesh	had	 corrupted	 their	way	on	 the	 earth.	 13	And	God	 said	 to	Noah,
“The	end	of	all	 flesh	has	come	before	Me,	 for	 the	earth	 is	 filled	with	violence
through	them;	and	behold,	I	will	destroy	them	with	the	earth.	14	Make	yourself
an	ark	of	gopherwood;	make	rooms	in	 the	ark,	and	cover	 it	 inside	and	outside
with	pitch.”

See	also	Genesis	6:15-22.

Genesis	7:24	And	the	waters	prevailed	on	the	earth	one	hundred	and	fifty	days.

Genesis	8:4	Then	the	ark	rested	in	the	seventh	month,	the	seventeenth	day	of	the
month,	on	the	mountains	of	Ararat.	5	And	the	waters	decreased	continually	until
the	tenth	month.	In	the	tenth	month,	on	the	first	day	of	the	month,	the	tops	of	the
mountains	were	seen.	6	So	it	came	to	pass,	at	 the	end	of	 forty	days,	 that	Noah
opened	the	window	of	the	ark	which	he	had	made.	7	Then	he	sent	out	a	raven,
which	kept	going	to	and	fro	until	the	waters	had	dried	up	from	the	earth.	8	He
also	sent	out	from	himself	a	dove,	to	see	if	the	waters	had	receded	from	the	face
of	the	ground.	9	But	the	dove	found	no	resting	place	for	the	sole	of	her	foot,	and
she	 returned	 into	 the	ark	 to	him,	 for	 the	waters	were	on	 the	 face	of	 the	whole
earth.	So	he	put	out	his	hand	and	took	her,	and	drew	her	into	the	ark	to	himself.
10	And	he	waited	yet	another	seven	days,	and	again	he	sent	 the	dove	out	 from
the	 ark.	 11	 Then	 the	 dove	 came	 to	 him	 in	 the	 evening,	 and	 behold,	 a	 freshly
plucked	olive	leaf	was	in	her	mouth;	and	Noah	knew	that	the	waters	had	receded
from	 the	earth.	12	So	he	waited	yet	another	seven	days	and	sent	out	 the	dove,
which	did	not	return	again	to	him	anymore.

The	earth	is	dry	again.

Genesis	8:13	And	it	came	to	pass	 in	 the	six	hundred	and	 first	year,	 in	 the	 first
month,	the	first	day	of	the	month,	that	the	waters	were	dried	up	from	the	earth;
and	Noah	removed	the	covering	of	the	ark	and	looked,	and	indeed	the	surface	of
the	ground	was	dry.	14	And	in	 the	second	month,	on	the	 twenty-seventh	day	of
the	month,	the	earth	was	dried.	15	Then	God	spoke	to	Noah,	saying,	16	“Go	out
of	the	ark,	you	and	your	wife,	and	your	sons	and	your	sons’	wives	with	you.	17
Bring	out	with	you	every	living	thing	of	all	flesh	that	is	with	you:	birds	and	cattle
and	every	creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth,	so	 that	 they	may	abound	on
the	earth,	and	be	fruitful	and	multiply	on	the	earth.”



Genesis	7:1	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Noah,	“Come	into	the	ark,	you	and	all	your
household,	 because	 I	 have	 seen	 that	 you	 are	 righteous	 before	 Me	 in	 this
generation.”

See	also	Genesis	7:2-9.

Genesis	7:10	And	it	came	to	pass	after	seven	days	 that	 the	waters	of	 the	 flood
were	 on	 the	 earth.	 11	 In	 the	 six	 hundredth	 year	 of	 Noah’s	 life,	 in	 the	 second
month,	 the	 seventeenth	 day	 of	 the	month,	 on	 that	 day	 all	 the	 fountains	 of	 the
great	deep	were	broken	up,	and	the	windows	of	heaven	were	opened.	12	And	the
rain	was	on	the	earth	forty	days	and	forty	nights.	13	On	the	very	same	day	Noah
and	Noah’s	sons,	Shem,	Ham,	and	Japheth,	and	Noah’s	wife	and	the	three	wives
of	his	sons	with	them,	entered	the	ark–14	they	and	every	beast	after	its	kind,	all
cattle	after	their	kind,	every	creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth	after	its	kind,
and	every	bird	after	its	kind,	every	bird	of	every	sort.	15	And	they	went	into	the
ark	to	Noah,	 two	by	two,	of	all	 flesh	in	which	is	 the	breath	of	 life.	16	So	those
that	entered,	male	and	female	of	all	flesh,	went	in	as	God	had	commanded	him;
and	the	LORD	shut	him	in.	17	Now	the	 flood	was	on	the	earth	 forty	days.	The
waters	increased	and	lifted	up	the	ark,	and	it	rose	high	above	the	earth.

See	also	Genesis	7:18-23.



7.	God’s	Covenant	with	Noah
The	 first	 thing	Noah	 did	 after	 leaving	 the	 ark	with	 his	 family,	was	 to	 bring	 a
sacrifice	of	 thanksgiving	 to	 the	LORD.	The	LORD	accepted	 this	 sacrifice	 and
promised	Noah	that	He	would	never	again	curse	the	earth,	as	He	had	done,	and
that	from	now	on	the	seasons	would	not	cease.

Genesis	8:18	So	Noah	went	out,	and	his	sons	and	his	wife	and	his	sons’	wives
with	 him.	 19	 Every	 animal,	 every	 creeping	 thing,	 every	 bird,	 and	 whatever
creeps	 on	 the	 earth,	 according	 to	 their	 families,	went	 out	 of	 the	 ark.	 20	 Then
Noah	built	an	altar	 to	 the	LORD,	and	took	of	every	clean	animal	and	of	every
clean	bird,	and	offered	burnt	offerings	on	the	altar.	21	And	the	LORD	smelled	a
soothing	aroma.	Then	the	LORD	said	in	His	heart,	“I	will	never	again	curse	the
ground	for	man’s	sake,	although	the	imagination	of	man’s	heart	is	evil	from	his
youth;	nor	will	 I	again	destroy	every	 living	thing	as	I	have	done.	22	While	 the
earth	remains,	seedtime	and	harvest,	cold	and	heat,	winter	and	summer,	and	day
and	night	shall	not	cease.”

God	 is	merciful;	 this	 is	evident	 from	 the	covenant	He	made	with	Noah.	 It	 is	a
one-sided	 covenant.	 God	 promised	 Noah	 that	 He	 would	 not	 destroy	 all	 the
people	on	the	earth	by	a	flood	anymore.	As	a	proof	of	His	words,	Noah	received
a	sign	from	God,	in	the	form	of	a	rainbow.

Genesis	9:8	Then	God	spoke	to	Noah	and	to	his	sons	with	him,	saying:	9	“And
as	for	Me,	behold,	I	establish	My	covenant	with	you	and	with	your	descendants
after	you,	10	and	with	every	living	creature	that	is	with	you:	the	birds,	the	cattle,
and	every	beast	of	the	earth	with	you,	of	all	that	go	out	of	the	ark,	every	beast	of
the	earth.	11	Thus	I	establish	My	covenant	with	you:	Never	again	shall	all	flesh
be	cut	off	by	the	waters	of	the	flood;	never	again	shall	there	be	a	flood	to	destroy
the	 earth.”	 12	And	God	 said:	 “This	 is	 the	 sign	 of	 the	 covenant	which	 I	make
between	Me	and	 you,	 and	 every	 living	 creature	 that	 is	with	 you,	 for	 perpetual
generations:	13	I	set	My	rainbow	in	the	cloud,	and	it	shall	be	for	the	sign	of	the
covenant	between	Me	and	the	earth.	14	It	shall	be,	when	I	bring	a	cloud	over	the
earth,	 that	 the	rainbow	shall	be	seen	in	 the	cloud;	15	and	I	will	remember	My
covenant	which	is	between	Me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	of	all	flesh;	the
waters	 shall	 never	 again	 become	 a	 flood	 to	 destroy	 all	 flesh.	 16	 The	 rainbow
shall	be	in	the	cloud,	and	I	will	look	on	it	to	remember	the	everlasting	covenant
between	God	and	every	living	creature	of	all	flesh	that	is	on	the	earth.”	17	And



God	 said	 to	Noah,	 “This	 is	 the	 sign	 of	 the	 covenant	which	 I	 have	 established
between	Me	and	all	flesh	that	is	on	the	earth.”

The	Downfall	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah

The	fact	 that	 the	men	of	Sodom	were	great	sinners	 in	 the	eyes	of	God,	can	be
read	in:

Genesis	13:13	But	the	men	of	Sodom	were	exceedingly	wicked	and	sinful	against
the	LORD.

From	 Genesis	 19:4-8	 we	 can	 gather	 that	 homosexuality	 was	 one	 of	 their
principal	sins	(this	sin	is	explicitly	stated),	but	there	were	other	sins	as	well.	In
Ezekiel	16:49,	through	His	prophet,	the	LORD	lists	them.

Genesis	 18:20	And	 the	 LORD	 said,	 “Because	 the	 outcry	 against	 Sodom	 and
Gomorrah	is	great,	and	because	their	sin	is	very	grave,	21	I	will	go	down	now
and	see	whether	they	have	done	altogether	according	to	the	outcry	against	it	that
has	come	to	Me;	and	if	not,	I	will	know.”

Genesis	19:4	Now	before	they	lay	down,	the	men	of	the	city,	the	men	of	Sodom,
both	old	and	young,	all	the	people	from	every	quarter,	surrounded	the	house.	5
And	 they	called	 to	Lot	and	said	 to	him,	“Where	are	 the	men	who	came	 to	you
tonight?	Bring	them	out	to	us	that	we	may	know	them	carnally.”	6	So	Lot	went
out	to	them	through	the	doorway,	shut	the	door	behind	him,	7	and	said,	“Please,
my	brethren,	do	not	do	so	wickedly!	8	See	now,	I	have	two	daughters	who	have
not	known	a	man;	please,	let	me	bring	them	out	to	you,	and	you	may	do	to	them
as	 you	wish;	 only	 do	 nothing	 to	 these	men,	 since	 this	 is	 the	 reason	 they	 have
come	under	the	shadow	of	my	roof.”

Genesis	19:29	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	God	destroyed	the	cities	of	the	plain,
that	God	remembered	Abraham,	and	sent	Lot	out	of	the	midst	of	the	overthrow,
when	He	overthrew	the	cities	in	which	Lot	had	dwelt.	30	Then	Lot	went	up	out	of
Zoar	and	dwelt	 in	the	mountains,	and	his	 two	daughters	were	with	him;	for	he
was	afraid	to	dwell	in	Zoar.	And	he	and	his	two	daughters	dwelt	in	a	cave.

In	 the	days	of	 the	kings	of	Israel,	when	the	people	started	 to	worship	 the	 idols
instead	of	the	LORD	(JHWH),	the	prophet	Isaiah	said	that	if	the	LORD	had	not
been	merciful	and	had	not	left	anybody	of	the	nation,	they	would	have	become
like	the	people	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	This	means	that	Israel’s	sins	came	very
close	to	the	sins	committed	in	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	In	Isaiah	3:9,	the	prophet



says	 that,	 likewise	Sodom,	 they	do	not	hide	 their	 sins.	The	 land	of	Edom	 (the
place	where	Esau’s	offspring	lived)	will	become	a	barren	land	due	to	their	sins,
just	like	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.

In	 his	 book	Lamentations	 (4:6),	 the	 prophet	 Jeremiah	 says	 that	 the	 sins	 of	 the
people	 of	 Israel	 are	 even	 greater	 than	 those	 of	 Sodom.	 The	 prophet	 Ezekiel
summarizes	once	more	the	sins	of	the	people	of	Sodom:

Ezekiel	16:49	“Look,	 this	was	 the	 iniquity	 of	 your	 sister	 Sodom:	She	and	her
daughter	had	pride,	fullness	of	food,	and	abundance	of	idleness;	neither	did	she
strengthen	 the	 hand	 of	 the	 poor	 and	 needy.	 50	 And	 they	 were	 haughty	 and
committed	abomination	before	Me;	therefore	I	took	them	away	as	I	saw	fit.”

The	 prophet	 goes	 on	 to	 say	 that	 Israel	 must	 bear	 the	 consequences	 of	 its
shameful	 acts	 and	 abominations,	 and	 will	 be	 treated	 as	 Israel	 has	 treated	 the
LORD,	by	breaking	the	covenant.	But	then,	as	a	big	surprise,	the	LORD	utters	a
merciful	word	that	should	heap	coals	of	fire	on	their	head.	The	LORD	says	He
will	 remember	 the	 covenant	 of	 their	 youth	 (made	 with	 the	 fathers)	 and	 will
establish	an	everlasting	(new)	covenant	with	them	so	that	Israel	will	be	ashamed
of	its	sins	because	of	receiving	so	much	goodness	and	mercy!	You	can	read	it	in

Ezekiel	16:60	“Nevertheless	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	you	in	the	days
of	your	youth,	and	I	will	establish	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you.	61	Then	you
will	 remember	 your	 ways	 and	 be	 ashamed,	 when	 you	 receive	 your	 older	 and
your	younger	sisters;	for	I	will	give	them	to	you	for	daughters,	but	not	because
of	My	covenant	with	you.	62	And	 I	will	 establish	My	covenant	with	you.	Then
you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,	63	that	you	may	remember	and	be	ashamed,
and	never	open	your	mouth	anymore	because	of	your	shame,	when	I	provide	you
an	atonement	for	all	you	have	done,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

However,	the	sins	that	Israel	committed	are	so	evil	that	the	prophet	Amos	says
that	the	LORD	has	overthrown	(destroyed)	the	land	and	that	the	nation	has	been
spared,	like	a	firebrand	plucked	from	the	burning.

In	the	NT,	the	Messiah	Jesus	also	goes	back	to	the	fate	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah
in	connection	with	the	unbelief	of	the	Jews	in	specific	places.	He	poses	that	the
town	 of	 Capernaum	 will	 be	 judged	 less	 tolerantly	 than	 Sodom,	 because	 the
people	in	Capernaum	have	rejected	the	Messiah:

Matthew	 11:23	 “And	 you,	 Capernaum,	 who	 are	 exalted	 to	 heaven,	 will	 be
brought	 down	 to	Hades;	 for	 if	 the	mighty	works	which	were	 done	 in	 you	 had



been	done	in	Sodom,	it	would	have	remained	until	this	day.	24	But	I	say	to	you
that	it	shall	be	more	tolerable	for	the	land	of	Sodom	in	the	day	of	judgment	than
for	you.”

In	the	book	written	by	him,	Jude	refers	to	the	story	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	He
poses	that	these	cities	have	been	put	up	as	an	example,	and	that	their	inhabitants
must	be	punished	by	an	eternal	punishment	because	of	their	sins:

Jude	1:6	And	 the	 angels	who	 did	 not	 keep	 their	 proper	 domain,	 but	 left	 their
own	 abode,	 He	 has	 reserved	 in	 everlasting	 chains	 under	 darkness	 for	 the
judgment	 of	 the	 great	 day;	 7	 as	 Sodom	 and	Gomorrah,	 and	 the	 cities	 around
them	 in	 a	 similar	 manner	 to	 these,	 having	 given	 themselves	 over	 to	 sexual
immorality	and	gone	after	strange	 flesh,	are	set	 forth	as	an	example,	 suffering
the	vengeance	of	eternal	fire.



8.	Babel,	the	counterpart	of
Jerusalem
Babel	 is	 the	 city	 of	Nimrod.	Nimrod	was	 the	 first	 ruler	 on	 earth;	 thus	 he	 is	 a
precursor	of	‘the	man	of	lawlessness.’

Genesis	10:8	Cush	begot	Nimrod;	he	began	to	be	a	mighty	one	on	the	earth	(...)
10	And	the	beginning	of	his	kingdom	was	Babel,	Erech,	Accad,	and	Calneh,	in
the	land	of	Shinar.

In	 the	NT,	we	 read	more	 about	 the	man	 of	 sin	who	will	 appear	 at	 the	 end	 of
times.	In	his	letter	to	the	Thessalonians,	the	apostle	Paul	wrote:

2Thessalonians	2:2	not	to	be	soon	shaken	in	mind	or	troubled,	either	by	spirit
or	by	word	or	by	letter,	as	if	from	us,	as	though	the	day	of	Christ	had	come.	3	Let
no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not	come	unless	the	falling
away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son	of	perdition.

See	also	2Thessalonians	2:5-12.

In	ancient	times,	man	united	in	rebellion	against	God

Genesis	11:4	And	 they	said,	“Come,	 let	us	build	ourselves	a	city,	and	a	 tower
whose	 top	 is	 in	 the	 heavens;	 let	 us	 make	 a	 name	 for	 ourselves,	 lest	 we	 be
scattered	abroad	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.”	5	But	the	LORD	came	down
to	see	the	city	and	the	tower	which	the	sons	of	men	had	built.	6	And	the	LORD
said,	 “Indeed	 the	 people	 are	 one	 and	 they	 all	 have	 one	 language,	 and	 this	 is
what	they	begin	to	do;	now	nothing	that	they	propose	to	do	will	be	withheld	from
them.”

Compare	this	with	satan’s	primary	ambition:

Isaiah	14:13	For	you	have	said	in	your	heart:	‘I	will	ascend	into	heaven,	I	will
exalt	 my	 throne	 above	 the	 stars	 of	 God;	 I	 will	 also	 sit	 on	 the	 mount	 of	 the
congregation	 on	 the	 farthest	 sides	 of	 the	 north;	 14	 I	 will	 ascend	 above	 the
heights	of	the	clouds,	I	will	be	like	the	Most	High.’

A	tower	stands	for	power	and	prestige,	with	respect	to	both	politics	and	religion.
Just	think	of	the	attacks	on	the	New	York	Twin	Towers	on	September	11,	2001.
Symbol	 strategy:	 Islam	 literally	 resists	 the	 towers	 of	 the	West.	 In	 Dubai,	 the



Khalifa	Tower	is	the	tallest	man-made	structure	in	the	world,	at	829.8	m.

Make	a	name	for	himself

In	a	name,	the	essence	of	a	person’s	being	can	be	expressed,	with	corresponding
authority.	That’s	how	God	explicitly	made	His	Name	known	to	Israel,	and	put	it
on	the	nation	(Numbers	6:22-27).	Jews	speak	about	God	as	‘HASHEM’,	the	Name.
However,	here	we	are	dealing	with	 the	 ‘anti-shem’:	anti-Semitism.	The	LORD
descended	 to	 the	earth	 to	see	what	 the	people	were	doing,	saying:	“Indeed	 the
people	are	one	and	they	all	have	one	language,	and	this	is	what	they	begin	to	do;
now	 nothing	 that	 they	 propose	 to	 do	 will	 be	 withheld	 from	 them.”	 (Genesis
11:6).	Man,	with	his	capabilities,	wanted	to	create	a	new	world	order,	since	God
had	 ordered:	 “Be	 fruitful	 and	 multiply,	 and	 fill	 the	 earth.”	 (Genesis	 9:1).
However,	they	were	not	going	to	fill	the	earth,	but	largely	stayed	with	each	other.
They	turned	to	each	other	for	support,	instead	of	to	God.	They	wanted	to	become
big	and	powerful.	And	from	this	ambition,	 the	plan	arose	 to	build	a	city	and	a
tower,	 the	 top	 of	 which	 would	 reach	 up	 to	 heaven.	 But	 God	 descended	 from
heaven	and	confused	their	language,	so	that	they	could	not	understand	each	other
anymore.	As	a	consequence,	people	who	did	speak	the	same	language,	spread	all
over	the	world.	Psalm	2:4	says	that	He	who	sits	in	the	heavens	shall	laugh	at	the
people	who	mock	Him	and	do	not	want	to	have	consideration	for	Him.

Genesis	11:1	Now	the	whole	earth	had	one	language	and	one	speech.	2	And	it
came	to	pass,	as	they	journeyed	from	the	east,	that	they	found	a	plain	in	the	land
of	Shinar,	and	they	dwelt	there.	3	Then	they	said	to	one	another,	“Come,	let	us
make	bricks	and	bake	them	thoroughly.”	They	had	brick	for	stone,	and	they	had
asphalt	for	mortar.	4	And	they	said,	“Come,	let	us	build	ourselves	a	city,	and	a
tower	whose	top	is	in	the	heavens;	let	us	make	a	name	for	ourselves,	lest	we	be
scattered	abroad	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.”	5	But	the	LORD	came	down
to	see	the	city	and	the	tower	which	the	sons	of	men	had	built.	6	And	the	LORD
said,	 “Indeed	 the	 people	 are	 one	 and	 they	 all	 have	 one	 language,	 and	 this	 is
what	they	begin	to	do;	now	nothing	that	they	propose	to	do	will	be	withheld	from
them.	7	Come,	let	Us	go	down	and	there	confuse	their	language,	that	they	may
not	 understand	 one	 another’s	 speech.”	 8	 So	 the	 LORD	 scattered	 them	abroad
from	 there	 over	 the	 face	 of	 all	 the	 earth,	 and	 they	 ceased	 building	 the	 city.	 9
Therefore	 its	 name	 is	 called	 Babel,	 because	 there	 the	 LORD	 confused	 the
language	of	all	the	earth;	and	from	there	the	LORD	scattered	them	abroad	over
the	face	of	all	the	earth.



Characteristics	of	Jerusalem	and	Babel	as	counterparts	of	Jerusalem.

(New)	Jerusalem:

1.	 The	city	of	the	great	King	(Psalm	48:2;	Matthew	5:35)

2.	 Bride	of	the	Lamb	(Revelation	21:2)

3.	 The	holy	city	(Matthew	27:53)

4.	 Place	of	God’s	sanctuary	(Psalm	24)

5.	 Place	where	all	the	nations	shall	bow	down	before	the	LORD	(Zechariah
14:16)

6.	 Coming	down	out	of	heaven	(Revelation	21:2,10)

7.	 God,	the	Builder	and	Maker	(Hebrews	11:10)

8.	 The	city	which	I	have	chosen	to	put	My	Name	there	(1Kings	11:36)

Babel:

1.	 City	of	Nimrod	(Genesis	10:9,10)

2.	 The	great	harlot	(Revelation	17:1)

3.	 Centre	of	abominations	and	filthiness	(Revelation	17:4)

4.	 Dwelling	place	of	demons	(Revelation	18:2)

5.	 Drunk	with	the	blood	of	the	saints	(Revelation	17:6)

6.	 Building	from	the	earth	to	the	heavens	(Genesis	11:4)

7.	 Designed	and	built	by	man	(Genesis	11:4)

8.	 Establishment	of	the	anti-name	(Genesis	11:4)

Babel,	Nimrod’s	city

Cush	and	Nimrod	are	descendants	of	Ham–Ham	who	was	cursed	by	his	 father
Noah.	 Noah	 pronounced	 the	 blessing	 that	 Canaan,	 Ham’s	 land/people,	 would
serve	 his	 brother	 Shem.	 This	 blessing	 was	 later	 fulfilled	 by	 the	 LORD	when
Israel,	 one	 of	 Shem’s	 descendants,	was	 allowed	 to	 take	 possession	 of	Canaan,
and	 was	 allowed	 to	 take	 it,	 partly,	 once	 more	 in	 possession.	 In	 God’s	 time,



however,	the	entire	land	will	once	again	become	Israel’s.

Genesis	10:8	Cush	begot	Nimrod;	he	began	to	be	a	mighty	one	on	the	earth.	9
He	was	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	LORD;	therefore	it	is	said,	“Like	Nimrod	the
mighty	 hunter	 before	 the	 LORD.”	 10	 And	 the	 beginning	 of	 his	 kingdom	 was
Babel,	Erech,	Accad,	and	Calneh,	in	the	land	of	Shinar.



9.	Babel,	centre	of	abominations	and
filthiness
In	 the	 book	 of	 Revelation,	 Chapter	 17,	 a	 picture	 is	 drawn	 of	 satan	 who	 is
sketched	as	a	woman,	a	great	harlot,	who	became	drunk	due	to	her	adultery	and
fornication.	 This	woman	 is	 the	mother	 of	 all	 fornication	 and	 abominations	 on
this	 earth.	 She	 is	 also	 called	 Babylon	 or	 Babel,	 the	 city	 of	 satan,	 as	 the
counterpart	of	Jerusalem,	the	city	of	God.

Revelation	17:1	Then	one	of	 the	 seven	angels	who	had	 the	 seven	bowls	 came
and	talked	with	me,	saying	 to	me,	“Come,	I	will	show	you	the	 judgment	of	 the
great	 harlot	 who	 sits	 on	 many	 waters,	 2	 with	 whom	 the	 kings	 of	 the	 earth
committed	 fornication,	 and	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 earth	were	made	drunk	with
the	 wine	 of	 her	 fornication.”	 3	 So	 he	 carried	 me	 away	 in	 the	 Spirit	 into	 the
wilderness.	 And	 I	 saw	 a	 woman	 sitting	 on	 a	 scarlet	 beast	 which	 was	 full	 of
names	 of	 blasphemy,	 having	 seven	 heads	 and	 ten	 horns.	 4	 The	 woman	 was
arrayed	 in	purple	and	scarlet,	and	adorned	with	gold	and	precious	stones	and
pearls,	having	in	her	hand	a	golden	cup	full	of	abominations	and	the	filthiness	of
her	 fornication.	 5	 And	 on	 her	 forehead	 a	 name	 was	 written:	 MYSTERY,
BABYLON	 THE	 GREAT,	 THE	 MOTHER	 OF	 HARLOTS	 AND	 OF	 THE
ABOMINATIONS	OF	THE	EARTH.	6	I	saw	the	woman,	drunk	with	the	blood	of
the	 saints	 and	 with	 the	 blood	 of	 the	martyrs	 of	 Jesus.	 And	 when	 I	 saw	 her,	 I
marveled	with	great	amazement.

Dwelling	place	of	demons

During	 the	 Millennium,	 satan	 will	 be	 bound,	 together	 with	 his	 demons.	 The
Bible	 calls	 the	 place	 where	 they	 will	 be	 temporarily	 locked	 up,	 the	 great
Babylon,	 the	depository	of	everything	 that	 is	 impure	and	abominable	 in	God’s
eyes.

Revelation	18:2	And	he	cried	mightily	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“Babylon	the
great	 is	 fallen,	 is	 fallen,	and	has	become	a	dwelling	place	of	demons,	a	prison
for	every	foul	spirit,	and	a	cage	for	every	unclean	and	hated	bird!”



From	Abraham	to	Moses	-	Sinai
Covenant



10.	God	chooses	for	Himself	a	nation
from	the	nations
The	beginning	of	the	election

God	makes	a	covenant	with	Abraham–an	unconditional	covenant,	an	everlasting
covenant.	God	confirms	this	covenant	to	Israel	through	his	servant	Moses.	The
covenant	 is	 fulfilled	 in	 the	 promised	 Seed,	 Jesus,	 the	 Messiah.	 That	 is	 the
spiritual	 side	 of	 the	 covenant,	 a	 heavenly	 kingdom.	 The	 material	 side	 of	 the
covenant	is	Abraham’s	posterity,	the	Promised	Land,	an	earthly	kingdom.

The	 election	 already	 starts	 with	 the	 sons	 of	 Adam,	 with	 Noah	 and	 his	 sons.
Shem,	one	of	Noah’s	sons,	receives	the	greatest	blessing:

Genesis	9:26	And	he	said:	“Blessed	be	the	LORD,	The	God	of	Shem,	and	may
Canaan	be	his	 servant.	27	May	God	enlarge	 Japheth,	 and	may	he	dwell	 in	 the
tents	of	Shem;	and	may	Canaan	be	his	servant.”

Genealogical	register	of	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob:

Luke	3:34	(...)	the	son	of	Jacob,	the	son	of	Isaac,	the	son	of	Abraham,	the	son	of
Terah,	the	son	of	Nahor,	35	the	son	of	Serug,	the	son	of	Reu,	the	son	of	Peleg,	the
son	of	Eber,	 the	son	of	Shelah,	36	the	son	of	Cainan,	 the	son	of	Arphaxad,	 the
son	of	Shem,	the	son	of	Noah,	the	son	of	Lamech,	37	the	son	of	Methuselah,	the
son	of	Enoch,	the	son	of	Jared,	the	son	of	Mahalalel,	the	son	of	Cainan,	38	the
son	of	Enos,	the	son	of	Seth,	the	son	of	Adam,	the	son	of	God.

Abram’s	election

Genesis	12:1	Now	the	LORD	had	said	to	Abram:	“Get	out	of	your	country,	from
your	family	and	from	your	father’s	house,	to	a	land	that	I	will	show	you.	2	I	will
make	you	a	great	nation;	 I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	name	great;	and	you
shall	be	a	blessing.	3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	I	will	curse	him	who
curses	you;	and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”

A	sevenfold	promise	(I	will	/	I	shall):

1.	 A	land	for	an	everlasting	possession.

2.	 A	great	nation.



3.	 Abram	will	be	blessed.

4.	 His	name	will	be	made	great.

5.	 Abram	will	be	a	blessing.

6.	 Blessing	 and	 cursing	 for	 the	 surrounding	 people,	 depending	 on	 their
attitude	toward	Abram	and	his	posterity.

7.	 In	Abram	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed,	worldwide,	in	the
Messiah,	Jesus,	the	Son	of	man,	the	Son	of	God.

Deuteronomy	 7:6	 “For	 you	 are	 a	 holy	 people	 to	 the	 LORD	 your	 God;	 the
LORD	your	God	has	chosen	you	to	be	a	people	for	Himself,	a	special	treasure
above	all	the	peoples	on	the	face	of	the	earth.”

Deuteronomy	10:15	“The	LORD	delighted	only	 in	your	 fathers,	 to	 love	 them;
and	He	chose	 their	descendants	after	 them,	you	above	all	peoples,	as	 it	 is	 this
day.”

Deuteronomy	14:2	“For	you	are	a	holy	people	to	the	LORD	your	God,	and	the
LORD	has	chosen	you	to	be	a	people	 for	Himself,	a	special	 treasure	above	all
the	peoples	who	are	on	the	face	of	the	earth.”

God	makes	a	covenant	with	Abraham

Genesis	15:5	Then	He	brought	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	now	toward	heaven,
and	count	 the	stars	 if	you	are	able	to	number	them.”	And	He	said	to	him,	“So
shall	your	descendants	be.”	6	And	he	believed	in	the	LORD,	and	He	accounted	it
to	him	for	righteousness.	7	Then	He	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	LORD,	who	brought
you	out	 of	Ur	of	 the	Chaldeans,	 to	 give	 you	 this	 land	 to	 inherit	 it.”	 8	And	he
said,	“Lord	GOD,	how	shall	I	know	that	I	will	inherit	it?”	9	So	He	said	to	him,
“Bring	Me	a	three-year-old	heifer,	a	three-year-old	female	goat,	a	three-year-old
ram,	a	 turtledove,	and	a	 young	pigeon.”	10	Then	he	brought	all	 these	 to	Him
and	cut	them	in	two,	down	the	middle,	and	placed	each	piece	opposite	the	other;
but	he	did	not	cut	the	birds	in	two.	11	And	when	the	vultures	came	down	on	the
carcasses,	Abram	drove	 them	away.	 12	Now	when	 the	 sun	was	going	down,	 a
deep	 sleep	 fell	 upon	Abram;	 and	 behold,	 horror	 and	 great	 darkness	 fell	 upon
him.	13	Then	He	said	to	Abram:	“Know	certainly	that	your	descendants	will	be
strangers	 in	a	 land	 that	 is	not	 theirs,	and	will	 serve	 them,	and	 they	will	afflict
them	four	hundred	years.	14	And	also	the	nation	whom	they	serve	I	will	judge;



afterward	 they	 shall	 come	out	with	great	 possessions.	 15	Now	as	 for	 you,	 you
shall	go	to	your	fathers	in	peace;	you	shall	be	buried	at	a	good	old	age.	16	But
in	the	fourth	generation	they	shall	return	here,	for	the	iniquity	of	the	Amorites	is
not	yet	complete.”	17	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the	sun	went	down	and	it	was
dark,	 that	 behold,	 there	 appeared	 a	 smoking	 oven	 and	 a	 burning	 torch	 that
passed	between	 those	pieces.	18	On	 the	same	day	 the	LORD	made	a	covenant
with	Abram,	saying:	“To	your	descendants	I	have	given	this	land,	from	the	river
of	Egypt	to	the	great	river,	the	River	Euphrates—	19	the	Kenites,	the	Kenezzites,
the	Kadmonites,	20	the	Hittites,	the	Perizzites,	the	Rephaim,	21	the	Amorites,	the
Canaanites,	the	Girgashites,	and	the	Jebusites.”

God	 is	using	 the	principle	of	 election	 for	 the	people	of	 Israel.	The	election	by
God	is	beyond	human	judgment	because	of	God’s	sovereignty,	love	and	grace.

Numbers	 23:21	 “He	 has	 not	 observed	 iniquity	 in	 Jacob,	 nor	 has	 He	 seen
wickedness	in	Israel.	The	LORD	his	God	is	with	him,	and	the	shout	of	a	King	is
among	them.”

See	also	Romans	11:27-29.

The	 Gentiles	 are	 partakers	 with	 Israel.	 They	 can	 only	 adore	 and	 worship	 the
Lord	and	receive	His	blessings.

Ephesians	3:6	 that	 the	Gentiles	 should	be	 fellow	heirs,	of	 the	 same	body,	and
partakers	of	His	promise	in	Christ	through	the	gospel.

In	 classical	 antiquity,	 such	 a	 covenant	was	made	more	 often.	 The	 lesser	 party
walked	through	the	slaughtered	halves	of	an	animal.	In	this	case,	it	 is	 the	Lord
Himself	passing	through	the	path	of	blood.	God	took	Abraham’s	place,	and	He
alone	walked	through	the	animal	pieces.	God	Himself	guaranteed	this	covenant,
both	for	Himself	and	for	Abraham.

If	Abraham	and	his	descendants	would	not	keep	the	covenant,	it	would	also	cost
God’s	blood.	Abraham	must	have	understood	something	of	this.	He	believed	that
God	 would	 fulfill	 the	 covenant.	 Here	 we	 see	 a	 clear	 foreshadow	 of	 the	 New
Covenant	where	the	Messiah	Jesus	gives	His	own	blood	for	the	transgressors.

Exodus	19:5	“‘Now	 therefore,	 if	 you	will	 indeed	obey	My	voice	and	 keep	My
covenant,	then	you	shall	be	a	special	treasure	to	Me	above	all	people;	for	all	the
earth	is	Mine.	6	And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.”



Deuteronomy	 7:6	 “For	 you	 are	 a	 holy	 people	 to	 the	 LORD	 your	 God;	 the
LORD	your	God	has	chosen	you	to	be	a	people	for	Himself,	a	special	treasure
above	all	the	peoples	on	the	face	of	the	earth.”

Deuteronomy	 26:18	 “Also	 today	 the	 LORD	 has	 proclaimed	 you	 to	 be	 His
special	 people,	 just	 as	 He	 promised	 you,	 that	 you	 should	 keep	 all	 His
commandments,	19	and	that	He	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations	which	He	has
made,	in	praise,	in	name,	and	in	honor,	and	that	you	may	be	a	holy	people	to	the
LORD	your	God,	just	as	He	has	spoken.”

Deuteronomy	32:8	When	the	Most	High	divided	their	inheritance	to	the	nations,
when	 He	 separated	 the	 sons	 of	 Adam,	 He	 set	 the	 boundaries	 of	 the	 peoples
according	to	the	number	of	the	children	of	Israel.	9	For	the	LORD’s	portion	is
His	people;	Jacob	is	the	place	of	His	inheritance.	10	He	found	him	in	a	desert
land	 and	 in	 the	 wasteland,	 a	 howling	 wilderness;	 He	 encircled	 him,	 He
instructed	him,	He	kept	him	as	the	apple	of	His	eye.	11	As	an	eagle	stirs	up	its
nest,	 hovers	 over	 its	 young,	 spreading	 out	 its	wings,	 taking	 them	 up,	 carrying
them	on	its	wings,	12	so	the	LORD	alone	led	him,	and	there	was	no	foreign	god
with	him.

Galatians	3:16	Now	to	Abraham	and	his	Seed	were	the	promises	made.	He	does
not	say,	“And	to	seeds,”	as	of	many,	but	as	of	one,	“And	to	your	Seed,”	who	is
Christ.

In	Abraham,	God	has	chosen	for	Himself	a	people	from	all	 the	peoples	on	this
earth	to	be	His	servant.	They	are	a	people	that	He	loves	as	the	apple	of	His	eye.
They	 are	 a	 people	 that	He	will	 continue	 loving,	 even	 if	 they	do	not	 love	Him
anymore	and	even	 if	 they	serve	other	gods,	 idols,	 instead	of	 the	God	Who	has
chosen	their	nation–the	God	Who	has	created	heaven	and	earth.

Even	in	the	days	that	Israel	served	the	idols,	God	still	said:	‘You	are	My	servant,
I	 have	 chosen	 you,	 I	 did	 not	 reject	 you.’	 These	 words	 have	 appeared	 in	 the
Tanakh	 for	 centuries.	 In	 the	 NT,	 the	 apostle	 Paul	 confirms	 this	 in	 a	 patently
obvious	manner	in	Romans	9-11.

Therefore,	it	is	incredible	that	there	are	still	Churches	that	contend	that	Israel	is
no	 longer	 God’s	 people;	 that	 the	 promises	 no	 longer	 hold	 for	 Israel;	 that	 the
Church	 has	 replaced	 Israel;	 that	 Israel	 has	 no	 longer	 a	 future.	 Consider	 the
following	verses:

Isaiah	41:8	“But	you,	 Israel,	are	My	servant,	Jacob	whom	I	have	chosen,	The



descendants	of	Abraham	My	friend.	9	You	whom	I	have	taken	from	the	ends	of
the	 earth,	 And	 called	 from	 its	 farthest	 regions,	 And	 said	 to	 you,	 ‘You	 are	My
servant,	I	have	chosen	you	and	have	not	cast	you	away.’”

Isaiah	 44:2	 “Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 who	 made	 you	 And	 formed	 you	 from	 the
womb,	who	will	help	you:	‘Fear	not,	O	Jacob	My	servant;	And	you,	Jeshurun,
whom	I	have	chosen.’”

Israel	remains	God’s	nation	because	God’s	choosing	of	Israel	is	everlasting.	This
applies	to	Israel,	and	it	also	applies	to	the	NT	believers.	There	is	no	apostasy	of
the	saints.	Once	chosen,	always	chosen.	Without	election,	nobody	would	repent
or	 be	 reborn.	 The	 apostle	 Paul	 informed	 us	 accordingly	 in	 his	 letter	 to	 the
Romans.	Believers	find	comfort	in	knowing	there	is	an	electing	God.	And	God
wants	to	elect.	That’s	why	everybody	is	called	to	seek	Him,	to	be	converted	to
Him.	God	does	not	want	anybody	to	be	lost–but	man	must	want	to	be	converted.

Romans	8:29	For	whom	He	foreknew,	He	also	predestined	to	be	conformed	to
the	image	of	His	Son,	 that	He	might	be	the	firstborn	among	many	brethren.	30
Moreover	whom	He	predestined,	these	He	also	called;	whom	He	called,	these	He
also	justified;	and	whom	He	justified,	these	He	also	glorified.

This	election	is	everlasting,	and	is	confirmed	by	the	LORD	in	other	instances	in
His	Word.	So	it	is	an	election	even	before	the	creation	of	the	world.	It	concerns
Abraham,	 it	 concerns	 Jacob/Israel,	 it	 concerns	 every	 individual	 believer.	 The
apostle	Paul	also	wrote	about	this	in	his	second	letter	to	Timothy.	Everything	is
known	to	God	from	the	very	beginning.

1Chronicles	17:21	“And	who	 is	 like	Your	people	 Israel,	 the	one	nation	on	 the
earth	whom	God	went	to	redeem	for	Himself	as	a	people—to	make	for	Yourself	a
name	 by	 great	 and	 awesome	 deeds,	 by	 driving	 out	 nations	 from	 before	 Your
people	 whom	 You	 redeemed	 from	 Egypt?	 22	 For	 You	 have	made	 Your	 people
Israel	Your	very	own	people	forever;	and	You,	LORD,	have	become	their	God.”

Isaiah	 45:17	 But	 Israel	 shall	 be	 saved	 by	 the	 LORD	 with	 an	 everlasting
salvation;	You	shall	not	be	ashamed	or	disgraced	forever	and	ever.

Jeremiah	31:3	The	LORD	has	appeared	of	old	to	me,	saying:	“Yes,	I	have	loved
you	with	an	everlasting	love;	therefore	with	lovingkindness	I	have	drawn	you.”

Revelation	17:14	“...	for	He	is	Lord	of	lords	and	King	of	kings;	and	those	who
are	with	Him	are	called,	chosen,	and	faithful.”



See	also	Psalm	103:17;	Isaiah	54:8;	Romans	11:28,29;	2Thessalonians	2:13-16;
2Timothy	1:9.



11.	God	promises	Abraham	a	land	to
be	an	eternal	heritage
The	election	of	Abraham,	and	through	him	his	descendants–in	the	line	of	Isaac
and	 Jacob–is	 confirmed	 by	 God	 through	 a	 covenant.	 As	 stated	 before,	 this
covenant	has	two	sides:	a	spiritual	side	and	a	material	side.	The	latter	concerns
his	posterity	and	the	land	of	Canaan,	which	is	promised	to	him	as	an	everlasting
possession.

Genesis	 15:16	 “But	 in	 the	 fourth	 generation	 they	 shall	 return	 here,	 for	 the
iniquity	of	the	Amorites	is	not	yet	complete.”	17	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the
sun	went	down	and	it	was	dark,	that	behold,	there	appeared	a	smoking	oven	and
a	burning	torch	that	passed	between	those	pieces.	18	On	the	same	day	the	LORD
made	a	 covenant	with	Abram,	 saying:	“To	 your	descendants	 I	 have	given	 this
land,	 from	 the	 river	 of	 Egypt	 to	 the	 great	 river,	 the	 River	 Euphrates–	 19	 the
Kenites,	 the	 Kenezzites,	 the	 Kadmonites,	 20	 the	 Hittites,	 the	 Perizzites,	 the
Rephaim,	21	the	Amorites,	the	Canaanites,	the	Girgashites,	and	the	Jebusites.”

The	 meaning	 of	 these	 verses	 (16-21)	 is	 that	 God	 will	 give	 the	 land	 of	 these
peoples	to	the	Israelites.	The	Lord	explicitly	promised	this	in	Exodus	23:

Exodus	 23:23	 “For	 My	 Angel	 will	 go	 before	 you	 and	 bring	 you	 in	 to	 the
Amorites	and	the	Hittites	and	the	Perizzites	and	the	Canaanites	and	the	Hivites
and	the	Jebusites;	and	I	will	cut	them	off.”

The	size	of	the	land

In	the	book	of	Joshua,	we	read	how	the	land	of	Canaan	was	divided	among	the
twelve	 tribes.	The	description	 is	 very	detailed.	The	northernmost	 border	 is	 the
river	Euphrates.	This	would	mean	that	the	entire	country	of	Lebanon,	as	well	as
part	 of	 the	 current	 Syria,	 was	 promised	 to	 Israel.	 Part	 of	 these	 countries	 was
divided	 among	 the	 tribes	 of	Asher	 and	Naphtali.	 Today	 it	 is	 assumed	 that	 the
northernmost	city	was	Sidon.	A	large	part	of	the	current	country	of	Jordan	also
belonged	to	Israel	and	was	allotted	to	the	tribes	of	Manasseh,	Gad	and	Ruben.

Meanwhile,	 Israel	 possesses	 a	 large	 part	 of	 the	 Promised	 Land,	 but	 not
everything	that	is	hers	by	rights	of	the	LORD.	And	the	land	in	its	possession	is
disputed	by	the	surrounding	nations	and	the	UN,	although	in	1920	the	League	of
Nations	recognized	Israel’s	historical	 rights	 to	 the	 land.	The	establishment	of	a



Palestinian	 state	 in	 that	 land	 will	 therefore	 be	 illegitimate	 based	 on	 the
declaration	and	recognition	in	1920!

Genesis	 15:18	 On	 the	 same	 day	 the	 LORD	 made	 a	 covenant	 with	 Abram,
saying:	“To	your	descendants	I	have	given	this	land,	from	the	river	of	Egypt	to
the	great	river,	the	River	Euphrates—”

Genesis	 17:8	“Also	 I	 give	 to	 you	 and	 your	 descendants	 after	 you	 the	 land	 in
which	you	are	a	stranger,	all	the	land	of	Canaan,	as	an	everlasting	possession;
and	I	will	be	their	God.”

Joshua	15:3	Then	 it	went	 out	 to	 the	 southern	 side	of	 the	Ascent	 of	Akrabbim,
passed	along	to	Zin,	ascended	on	the	south	side	of	Kadesh	Barnea,	passed	along
to	Hezron,	went	up	to	Adar,	and	went	around	to	Karkaa.	4	From	there	it	passed
toward	Azmon	and	went	out	to	the	Brook	of	Egypt;	and	the	border	ended	at	the
sea.	This	shall	be	your	southern	border.

Joshua	21:43	So	the	LORD	gave	to	Israel	all	the	land	of	which	He	had	sworn	to
give	to	their	fathers,	and	they	took	possession	of	it	and	dwelt	in	it.	44	The	LORD
gave	them	rest	all	around,	according	to	all	 that	He	had	sworn	to	 their	 fathers.
And	not	a	man	of	all	their	enemies	stood	against	them;	the	LORD	delivered	all
their	enemies	into	their	hand.	45	Not	a	word	failed	of	any	good	thing	which	the
LORD	had	spoken	to	the	house	of	Israel.	All	came	to	pass.

Leviticus	25:23	“The	land	shall	not	be	sold	permanently,	for	the	land	is	Mine;
for	you	are	strangers	and	sojourners	with	Me.”

This	text	may	give	you	the	idea	that	God	did	not	give	the	land	for	an	everlasting
possession.	However,	God	 did	 not	 repeal	His	 promises	 to	Abraham.	 This	 text
points	to	the	fact	that	the	earth	is	the	LORD’s,	as	it	is	written	in	Psalm	24:1:	The
earth	is	the	LORD’s,	and	all	its	fullness,	the	world	and	those	who	dwell	therein.

Abraham	 was	 a	 foreigner	 and	 a	 sojourner	 in	 Canaan.	 His	 descendants	 will
receive	this	country	as	an	everlasting	possession.	Why?	Abraham	was	chosen	by
God	to	have	this	country	as	a	heritage.	But	God	did	lay	down	conditions	for	its
management.	In	case	of	bad	management	and	disobedience	they	would	lose	the
land	temporarily.	But	it	is	certain	that	the	land	will	be	their	heritage	forever.	See
the	prophecies	on	the	millennium,	the	eternal	reign,	and	the	new	Jerusalem.

1Chronicles	 16:15	 Remember	 His	 covenant	 forever,	 the	 word	 which	 He
commanded,	 for	a	 thousand	generations,	16	 the	covenant	which	He	made	with



Abraham,	and	His	oath	to	Isaac,	17	and	confirmed	it	 to	Jacob	for	a	statute,	to
Israel	 for	 an	 everlasting	 covenant,	 18	 saying,	 “To	 you	 I	 will	 give	 the	 land	 of
Canaan	as	the	allotment	of	your	inheritance.”

In	 Leviticus	 25:23,	 God	 says	 that	 the	 land	 is	 His	 and	 that	 the	 Israelites	 are
strangers	and	sojourners	with	Him.	The	earth	is	 the	Lord’s,	and	it	 is	a	blessing
and	a	privilege	that	we	may	already	live	with	God	on	this	earth	as	strangers.	Our
eternal	home	is	with	God	in	heaven.	Unbelievers	on	this	earth	are	without	God,
and	have	no	part	in	His	promises.	Gentiles	are	strangers	and	sojourners	without
God.	 Israel	 is	 a	 stranger	 and	 sojourner	 with	 God	 on	 this	 earth.	 By	 nature,
unbelievers	 are	 without	 God,	 without	 hope	 and	 without	 promise.	 By	 faith,
Christians	 are	 no	 longer	 strangers	 and	 foreigners	 without	 God,	 but	 fellow-
citizens	 with	 the	 saints,	 and	 members	 of	 the	 household	 of	 God,	 through	 the
sacrifice	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.

Genesis	 47:9	 And	 Jacob	 said	 to	 Pharaoh,	 “The	 days	 of	 the	 years	 of	 my
pilgrimage	are	one	hundred	and	thirty	years;	few	and	evil	have	been	the	days	of
the	years	of	my	life,	and	they	have	not	attained	to	the	days	of	the	years	of	the	life
of	my	fathers	in	the	days	of	their	pilgrimage.”	10	So	Jacob	blessed	Pharaoh,	and
went	out	from	before	Pharaoh.

Psalm	 39:12	“Hear	my	 prayer,	 O	 LORD,	 and	 give	 ear	 to	 my	 cry;	 do	 not	 be
silent	at	my	 tears;	 for	 I	am	a	stranger	with	You,	a	sojourner,	as	all	my	 fathers
were.”

Psalm	 105:8	 He	 remembers	 His	 covenant	 forever,	 the	 word	 which	 He
commanded,	 for	 a	 thousand	 generations,	 9	 the	 covenant	which	He	made	with
Abraham,	and	His	oath	to	Isaac,	10	and	confirmed	it	 to	Jacob	for	a	statute,	to
Israel	 as	 an	 everlasting	 covenant,	 11	 saying,	 “To	 you	 I	 will	 give	 the	 land	 of
Canaan	as	the	allotment	of	your	inheritance.”

Ephesians	2:13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once	were	 far	off	have	been
brought	 near	 by	 the	 blood	 of	 Christ.	 19	 Now,	 therefore,	 you	 are	 no	 longer
strangers	and	foreigners,	but	fellow	citizens	with	the	saints	and	members	of	the
household	of	God.

God	has	given	the	land	as	an	inheritance	to	His	firstborn	son,	His	servant	Israel.
This	is	only	possible	if	Israel	is	righteous	before	God.	But	Israel	is	not	righteous
in	 itself.	 Israel	will	 be	made	 righteous	 through	 faith	 in	God	 and	 the	Messiah,
through	God’s	electing	love	for	His	nation	Israel.	This	is	further	worked	out	in



the	Psalms.

In	the	Millennium,	this	land	promise	for	Israel	is	completely	fulfilled.	At	the	end
of	times,	according	to	God’s	promise,	there	will	come	a	new	heaven	and	a	new
earth:

Psalm	136:21	And	gave	their	land	as	a	heritage,	for	His	mercy	endures	forever;
22	a	heritage	to	Israel	His	servant,	for	His	mercy	endures	forever.

Stipulations	 for	 Israel	 with	 respect	 to	 land	 use:	 Leviticus	 25	 states	 several
stipulations	that	Israel	should	keep.	It	gives	an	extensive	description	of	how	this
will	happen.

Buying	and	selling:	If	they	don’t	keep	to	it,	they	will	be	temporarily	punished.

Leviticus	25:3	‘Six	years	you	shall	sow	your	field,	and	six	years	you	shall	prune
your	 vineyard,	 and	 gather	 its	 fruit;	 4	 but	 in	 the	 seventh	 year	 there	 shall	 be	 a
sabbath	of	 solemn	rest	 for	 the	 land,	a	 sabbath	 to	 the	LORD.	You	shall	neither
sow	your	field	nor	prune	your	vineyard.	5	What	grows	of	its	own	accord	of	your
harvest	you	shall	not	reap,	nor	gather	the	grapes	of	your	untended	vine,	for	it	is
a	year	of	rest	for	the	land.	6	And	the	sabbath	produce	of	the	land	shall	be	food
for	 you:	 for	 you,	 your	 male	 and	 female	 servants,	 your	 hired	 man,	 and	 the
stranger	who	dwells	with	you,	7	for	your	livestock	and	the	beasts	that	are	in	your
land–all	its	produce	shall	be	for	food.	8	And	you	shall	count	seven	sabbaths	of
years	for	yourself,	seven	times	seven	years;	and	the	time	of	the	seven	sabbaths	of
years	shall	be	to	you	forty-nine	years.	9	Then	you	shall	cause	the	trumpet	of	the
Jubilee	to	sound	on	the	tenth	day	of	the	seventh	month;	on	the	Day	of	Atonement
you	shall	make	the	trumpet	to	sound	throughout	all	your	land.	10	And	you	shall
consecrate	the	fiftieth	year,	and	proclaim	liberty	throughout	all	the	land	to	all	its
inhabitants.	 It	 shall	 be	 a	 Jubilee	 for	 you;	 and	 each	 of	 you	 shall	 return	 to	 his
possession,	and	each	of	you	shall	return	to	his	family.’

Leviticus	27:24	‘In	the	Year	of	Jubilee	the	field	shall	return	to	him	from	whom	it
was	bought,	to	the	one	who	owned	the	land	as	a	possession.’

The	punishment	for	transgressing	the	commandments	stated	in	Leviticus	25	and
27	is	mentioned	in:

Leviticus	26:33	I	will	scatter	you	among	the	nations	and	draw	out	a	sword	after
you;	your	 land	shall	be	desolate	and	your	cities	waste.	34	Then	 the	 land	shall
enjoy	its	sabbaths	as	long	as	it	lies	desolate	and	you	are	in	your	enemies’	land;



then	the	land	shall	rest	and	enjoy	its	sabbaths.	35	As	long	as	it	 lies	desolate	 it
shall	rest–for	the	time	it	did	not	rest	on	your	sabbaths	when	you	dwelt	in	it.’



12.	A	spiritual	inheritance
The	Bible	not	only	talks	about	an	earthly	inheritance,	but	also	about	a	spiritual
inheritance.	The	inheritance	that	Abraham/Israel	would	receive,	was	in	the	first
instance	 earthly,	 material.	 The	 inheritance	 for	 the	 believers	 in	 the	 Church	 is
primarily	 spiritual.	 Believers	 are	 children	 of	 God	 and	 joint	 heirs	 of	 God	 and
Christ.

The	believers	from	the	Gentiles	are	grafted	into	the	trunk	and	roots	of	the	olive
tree	 Israel.	 The	 larger	 part	 of	 the	 branches	 was	 broken	 off,	 but	 will	 later	 be
grafted	in	again.	Paul	says	on	this	in:

Romans	11:17	And	 if	 some	of	 the	branches	were	broken	off,	and	you,	being	a
wild	olive	tree,	were	grafted	in	among	them,	and	with	them	became	a	partaker	of
the	root	and	fatness	of	the	olive	tree,	18	do	not	boast	against	the	branches.	But	if
you	do	boast,	remember	that	you	do	not	support	the	root,	but	the	root	supports
you.	19	You	will	say	then,	“Branches	were	broken	off	that	I	might	be	grafted	in.”
20	Well	said.	Because	of	unbelief	 they	were	broken	off,	and	you	stand	by	faith.
Do	not	be	haughty,	but	fear.

Ephesians	2:11	Therefore	remember	 that	you,	once	Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh—who
are	called	Uncircumcision	by	what	is	called	the	Circumcision	made	in	the	flesh
by	hands—	12	that	at	 that	 time	you	were	without	Christ,	being	aliens	 from	the
commonwealth	of	Israel	and	strangers	from	the	covenants	of	promise,	having	no
hope	and	without	God	 in	 the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once
were	far	off	have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.

Ephesians	3:3	…	(as	I	have	briefly	written	already,	4	by	which,	when	you	read,
you	may	understand	my	knowledge	 in	 the	mystery	of	Christ),	5	which	 in	other
ages	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	it	has	now	been	revealed	by	the
Spirit	 to	His	 holy	 apostles	 and	 prophets:	 6	 that	 the	Gentiles	 should	 be	 fellow
heirs,	 of	 the	 same	 body,	 and	 partakers	 of	 His	 promise	 in	 Christ	 through	 the
gospel.

Galatians	 3:7	 Therefore	 know	 that	 only	 those	 who	 are	 of	 faith	 are	 sons	 of
Abraham.	8	And	the	Scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	by
faith,	 preached	 the	 gospel	 to	 Abraham	 beforehand,	 saying,	 “In	 you	 all	 the
nations	 shall	 be	 blessed.”	 9	 So	 then	 those	 who	 are	 of	 faith	 are	 blessed	 with
believing	Abraham.



Galatians	3:29	And	if	you	are	Christ’s,	then	you	are	Abraham’s	seed,	and	heirs
according	to	the	promise.

Acts	 15:13	…	 James	 answered,	 saying,	 “Men	 and	 brethren,	 listen	 to	 me:	 14
Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the	Gentiles	to	take	out	of	them	a
people	for	His	name.	15	And	with	this	the	words	of	the	prophets	agree,	just	as	it
is	written:	16	‘After	 this	I	will	return	and	will	rebuild	the	tabernacle	of	David,
which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,	and	I	will	set	it	up;	17	so	that	the
rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD,	even	all	the	Gentiles	who	are	called	by	My
name,	says	the	LORD	who	does	all	these	things.’”

Galatians	3:14	 that	 the	blessing	of	Abraham	might	come	upon	 the	Gentiles	 in
Christ	Jesus,	that	we	might	receive	the	promise	of	the	Spirit	through	faith.

The	 inheritance	 that	 is	 laid	 aside	 for	 them/us,	 is	 richer	 than	 we	 can	 ever
comprehend.	The	apostle	Paul	describes	this	in:

Romans	 8:16	 The	 Spirit	 Himself	 bears	 witness	 with	 our	 spirit	 that	 we	 are
children	of	God,	17	and	if	children,	then	heirs–heirs	of	God	and	joint	heirs	with
Christ,	if	indeed	we	suffer	with	Him,	that	we	may	also	be	glorified	together.

Hebrews	9:15	And	for	 this	reason	He	 is	 the	Mediator	of	 the	new	covenant,	by
means	 of	 death,	 for	 the	 redemption	 of	 the	 transgressions	 under	 the	 first
covenant,	 that	 those	 who	 are	 called	 may	 receive	 the	 promise	 of	 the	 eternal
inheritance.

Who	are	‘those	who	are	called’?	The	apostle	answers	this	question	in	Romans	8
verses	28-30,	where	he	says	that	all	things	work	together	for	good	to	those	who
love	 God,	 to	 those	 who	 are	 called	 according	 to	 His	 purpose.	 For	 whom	 He
foreknew,	He	also	predestined	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	His	Son.

God	 has	 also	 justified	 these	 who	 are	 called	 and	 He	 has	 glorified	 them.	 The
believers	inherit	God	and	Christ.	This	thought	also	occurs	in	the	Tanakh.	What
the	Tanakh	understands	with	spiritual	blessing/inheritance,	we	can	read	in:

Joshua	 13:33	 But	 to	 the	 tribe	 of	 Levi	 Moses	 had	 given	 no	 inheritance;	 the
LORD	God	of	Israel	was	their	inheritance,	as	He	had	said	to	them.

The	tribe	of	Levi	was	a	priestly	tribe,	and	as	such	they	did	not	inherit	part	of	the
Promised	 Land.	 Their	 inheritance	was	 the	 Lord	Himself.	 They	 inherited	God.
David	 said:	 ‘O	 LORD,	 You	 are	 the	 portion	 of	 my	 inheritance	 and	 my	 cup’
(Psalm	16:5).



In	Lamentations	3:24	Jeremiah	said:	“The	LORD	is	my	portion,”	says	my	soul,
“Therefore	I	hope	in	Him!”

What	do	the	believers	inherit?

The	 believers	 receive	 the	Holy	Spirit	Who	guarantees	 us	 the	 inheritance.	 Paul
speaks	of	this	in:

Ephesians	1:14	who	is	the	guarantee	of	our	inheritance	until	the	redemption	of
the	purchased	possession,	to	the	praise	of	His	glory.

The	believers	also	inherit	 the	salvation	that	is	ready	to	be	realized.	The	apostle
Peter	speaks	about	this	in:

1Peter	1:4	to	an	inheritance	incorruptible	and	undefiled	and	that	does	not	fade
away,	reserved	in	heaven	for	you,	5	who	are	kept	by	the	power	of	God	through
faith	for	salvation	ready	to	be	revealed	in	the	last	time.

The	believers	also	inherit	the	kingdom.	The	Lord	Jesus	Himself	promises	that	in:

Matthew	25:34	Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	His	right	hand,	‘Come,	you
blessed	of	My	Father,	inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation
of	the	world.’

The	 believers	 will	 also	 inherit	 the	 earth.	 In	 Psalm	 37,	 God	 says	 that	 the
righteous,	the	meek,	the	upright	will	inherit	the	earth–these	are	the	people	who,
by	 the	 Spirit	 of	 God	 and	 by	 His	 grace,	 have	 been	 made	 righteous.	 From
themselves	 they	 are	 not	 righteous,	 not	meek,	 not	 upright.	They	 believe	 in	 and
have	become	the	property	of	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	the	RIGHTEOUS	ONE.

Psalm	37:11	But	the	meek	shall	inherit	the	earth,	And	shall	delight	themselves	in
the	abundance	of	peace	(...)	18	The	LORD	knows	 the	days	of	 the	upright,	And
their	inheritance	shall	be	forever	(...)	21	The	wicked	borrows	and	does	not	repay,
But	 the	 righteous	 shows	mercy	 and	 gives.	 22	 For	 those	 blessed	 by	Him	 shall
inherit	the	earth,	But	those	cursed	by	Him	shall	be	cut	off	(...)	29	The	righteous
shall	 inherit	 the	 land,	 and	 dwell	 in	 it	 forever	 (...)	 32	 The	wicked	watches	 the
righteous,	and	seeks	to	slay	him.	33	The	LORD	will	not	leave	him	in	his	hand,
nor	condemn	him	when	he	is	judged.	34	Wait	on	the	LORD,	and	keep	His	way,
and	He	shall	exalt	you	to	inherit	the	land;	when	the	wicked	are	cut	off,	you	shall
see	it.



13.	God	will	make	Abraham	a	great
nation
The	first	 thing	that	attracts	attention	in	Abraham’s	story	is	 that	God	starts	with
Abraham.

God	made	Himself	known	to	Abraham	and	made	a	covenant	with	him.	God	was
the	 first,	 as	 He	 is	 always	 the	 first	 when	 man	 enters	 a	 relationship	 with	 His
Creator.	Such	a	relationship	always	originates	with	God	since	Scripture	says	that
nobody	seeks	God	spontaneously.	The	second	thing	that	catches	 the	eye	is	 that
the	covenant	that	God	makes	with	Abraham	is	an	everlasting	covenant.	It	applies
to	Abraham’s	entire	posterity.

God	will	never	break	 this	covenant,	not	even	 if	Abraham’s	descendants	would
break	it–which	they	did.

The	 third	 thing	 to	 be	 noticed	 is	 that	 the	 covenant	 not	 only	 applies	 to	 the
descendants,	but	also	to	the	land	of	Canaan.	Abraham’s	descendants	will	receive
the	land	as	an	everlasting	possession.	God	guarantees	it.	God	is	not	a	God	Who
can	lie	(Numbers	23:19).	Not	even	the	unfaithfulness	of	the	descendants	will	be
able	 to	undo	 this	promise.	Due	 to	 their	disobedience	 they	must,	 for	 the	greater
part,	temporarily	leave	the	land.	But	the	LORD	promised	they	would	return	and
this	process	is	still	in	full	swing.

The	fourth	thing	that	strikes	us	is	that	kings	and	priests	will	come	from	him.	And
one	of	these	kings	is	the	King	of	Israel,	the	Messiah	promised	in	Genesis	3:15.

Genesis	15:5	Then	He	brought	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	now	toward	heaven,
and	count	 the	stars	 if	you	are	able	to	number	them.”	And	He	said	to	him,	“So
shall	your	descendants	be.”

Genesis	 16:10	Then	 the	Angel	 of	 the	LORD	 said	 to	 her,	 “I	will	multiply	 your
descendants	exceedingly,	so	that	they	shall	not	be	counted	for	multitude.”

Genesis	 17:1	When	Abram	was	 ninety-nine	 years	 old,	 the	 LORD	 appeared	 to
Abram	and	said	to	him,	“I	am	Almighty	God;	walk	before	Me	and	be	blameless.
2	 And	 I	 will	 make	 My	 covenant	 between	 Me	 and	 you,	 and	 will	 multiply	 you
exceedingly.”	3	Then	Abram	fell	on	his	face,	and	God	talked	with	him,	saying:	4
“As	for	Me,	behold,	My	covenant	is	with	you,	and	you	shall	be	a	father	of	many



nations.	5	No	longer	shall	your	name	be	called	Abram,	but	your	name	shall	be
Abraham;	 for	 I	 have	 made	 you	 a	 father	 of	 many	 nations.	 6	 I	 will	 make	 you
exceedingly	fruitful;	and	I	will	make	nations	of	you,	and	kings	shall	come	from
you.	 7	 And	 I	 will	 establish	 My	 covenant	 between	 Me	 and	 you	 and	 your
descendants	 after	 you	 in	 their	 generations,	 for	 an	 everlasting	 covenant,	 to	 be
God	 to	 you	 and	 your	 descendants	 after	 you.	 8	 Also	 I	 give	 to	 you	 and	 your
descendants	 after	 you	 the	 land	 in	 which	 you	 are	 a	 stranger,	 all	 the	 land	 of
Canaan,	as	an	everlasting	possession;	and	I	will	be	their	God.”

See	also	Exodus	19:5-6.

God	gives	life	out	of	death.	That	was	not	only	the	case	with	Abraham,	but	this
principle	 is	 found	 throughout	 the	 entire	 Bible.	 The	Messiah	 Jesus	 is	 its	 great
example,	 but	 we	 are	 also	 dealing	 with	 it	 in	 the	 Prophets	 and	 in	 the	 new
Covenant.	Abraham	got	a	son,	despite	 the	 fact	 that	humanly	speaking	his	wife
Sarah,	90	years	old,	could	not	have	children	anymore.

Hebrews	11:11	By	 faith	Sarah	herself	also	 received	strength	 to	conceive	 seed,
and	she	bore	a	child	when	she	was	past	the	age,	because	she	judged	Him	faithful
who	had	promised.	12	Therefore	from	one	man,	and	him	as	good	as	dead,	were
born	as	many	as	the	stars	of	the	sky	in	multitude–innumerable	as	the	sand	which
is	by	the	seashore.

God	 will	 bless	 Abraham	 and	 his	 descendants.	 The	 blessing	 depends	 on
obedience.	 Abraham	 is	 blessed	 by	 the	 LORD	 because	 of	 his	 obedience.
Abraham	believed	in	the	LORD.	He	trusted	the	LORD.	Was	Abraham	righteous
on	his	 own?	No,	 but	 the	LORD	accounted	 it	 to	 him	 for	 righteousness,	 by	His
sheer	grace.

Genesis	 15:1	After	 these	 things	 the	 word	 of	 the	 LORD	 came	 to	 Abram	 in	 a
vision,	 saying,	 “Do	 not	 be	 afraid,	 Abram.	 I	 am	 your	 shield,	 your	 exceedingly
great	reward.”	(...)	6	And	he	believed	in	the	LORD,	and	He	accounted	it	to	him
for	righteousness.

Genesis	18:18	“since	Abraham	shall	surely	become	a	great	and	mighty	nation,
and	all	 the	nations	of	 the	earth	shall	be	blessed	 in	him?	19	For	 I	have	known
him,	 in	order	 that	 he	may	 command	his	 children	and	his	 household	after	 him,
that	 they	 keep	 the	way	 of	 the	LORD,	 to	 do	 righteousness	 and	 justice,	 that	 the
LORD	may	bring	to	Abraham	what	He	has	spoken	to	him.”

Genesis	22:15	Then	the	Angel	of	the	LORD	called	to	Abraham	a	second	time	out



of	heaven,	16	and	said:	“By	Myself	I	have	sworn,	says	the	LORD,	because	you
have	 done	 this	 thing,	 and	 have	 not	 withheld	 your	 son,	 your	 only	 son—	 17
blessing	I	will	bless	you,	and	multiplying	I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as	the
stars	 of	 the	 heaven	 and	 as	 the	 sand	 which	 is	 on	 the	 seashore;	 and	 your
descendants	 shall	 possess	 the	 gate	 of	 their	 enemies.	 18	 In	 your	 seed	 all	 the
nations	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	My	voice.”

Meaning	of	the	name	Abraham

His	name	was	Abram.	His	name	will	be	Abraham:

Genesis	17:5	“No	longer	shall	your	name	be	called	Abram,	but	your	name	shall
be	Abraham;	for	I	have	made	you	a	father	of	many	nations.”

Abram	means	 ‘exalted	 father.’	 He	 was	 a	 powerful	 man	 and	 was	 held	 in	 high
regard.	Abram	was	very	rich	in	livestock,	silver	and	gold	(Genesis	13:2);	Abram
had	 an	 army	 of	 318	 trained	 servants	 at	 his	 disposal	 (Genesis	 14:14);	 he	 was
regarded	by	the	sons	of	Heth	as	a	‘mighty	prince’	(Genesis	23:6).

Abraham	means	‘father	of	many	nations’	(addition	of	He,	 the	fifth	 letter	of	 the
Hebrew	 alphabet	 (grace),	He	ה	 :	 has	 the	meaning	 of	 ‘window’	 through	which
God	gives	His	blessing).

Abraham’s	two	descendants

Abraham	 receives	 a	 biological	 (earthly)	 and	 a	 spiritual	 (heavenly)	 descendant.
When	the	LORD	promises	he	will	become	a	father	of	a	multitude	of	nations,	this
points	 to	 a	 spiritual	 posterity.	 The	 apostle	 Paul	 brings	 this	 up	 in	 the	 NT.
Although	 Paul	 explained	 it	 very	 clearly,	 yet	 there	 are	 many	 Churches	 and
Christians	 in	 the	 past	 centuries	 who	 have	 not	 understood	 this	 message	 and,
unfortunately,	still	do	not	understand	it.	They	don’t	want	to	understand	that	the
covenant	with	Abraham	is	twofold.	That	the	God	of	the	covenant	continues	with
both	 descendants.	 In	 the	 Tanakh,	 this	 was	 still	 a	 mystery	 (to	 the	 Church).	 In
Hebrews	11:12,	Paul	is	talking	about	earthly	descendants:

Hebrews	11:12	Therefore	from	one	man,	and	him	as	good	as	dead,	were	born	as
many	as	 the	stars	of	 the	sky	 in	multitude–innumerable	as	 the	sand	which	 is	by
the	seashore.

Scriptural	texts	on	Abraham’s	spiritual	descendants

In	the	next	Bible	texts,	Abraham’s	spiritual	descendants	are	at	stake:



Romans	4:16	Therefore	it	is	of	faith	that	it	might	be	according	to	grace,	so	that
the	promise	might	be	sure	to	all	the	seed,	not	only	to	those	who	are	of	the	law,
but	also	to	those	who	are	of	the	faith	of	Abraham,	who	is	the	father	of	us	all	17
(as	it	is	written,	“I	have	made	you	a	father	of	many	nations”)	in	the	presence	of
Him	whom	he	believed—God,	who	gives	life	to	the	dead	and	calls	those	things
which	do	not	exist	as	though	they	did.

Through	faith,	Abraham	will	be	made	a	blessing.

Galatians	3:8	And	the	Scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles
by	 faith,	 preached	 the	 gospel	 to	 Abraham	 beforehand,	 saying,	 “In	 you	 all	 the
nations	 shall	 be	 blessed.”	 9	 So	 then	 those	 who	 are	 of	 faith	 are	 blessed	 with
believing	Abraham.

Along	the	way	of	His	Seed:	Christ

Galatians	3:16	Now	to	Abraham	and	his	Seed	were	the	promises	made.	He	does
not	say,	“And	to	seeds,”	as	of	many,	but	as	of	one,	“And	to	your	Seed,”	who	is
Christ.

From	Israel	proceeded	the	written	and	the	incarnate	Word:

Acts	3:25	“You	are	sons	of	the	prophets,	and	of	the	covenant	which	God	made
with	our	 fathers,	 saying	 to	Abraham,	 ‘And	 in	 your	 seed	all	 the	 families	of	 the
earth	shall	be	blessed.’	26	To	you	first,	God,	having	raised	up	His	Servant	Jesus,
sent	Him	to	bless	you,	in	turning	away	every	one	of	you	from	your	iniquities.”

Romans	4:11	And	he	(Abraham)	received	the	sign	of	circumcision,	a	seal	of	the
righteousness	of	the	faith	which	he	had	while	still	uncircumcised,	that	he	might
be	 the	 father	 of	 all	 those	 who	 believe,	 though	 they	 are	 uncircumcised,	 that
righteousness	might	be	imputed	to	them	also,	12	and	the	father	of	circumcision
to	those	who	not	only	are	of	the	circumcision,	but	who	also	walk	in	the	steps	of
the	 faith	which	 our	 father	Abraham	had	while	 still	 uncircumcised.	 13	For	 the
promise	that	he	would	be	the	heir	of	the	world	was	not	to	Abraham	or	to	his	seed
through	the	law,	but	through	the	righteousness	of	faith.

Revelation	7:9	After	these	things	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	great	multitude	which
no	 one	 could	 number,	 of	 all	 nations,	 tribes,	 peoples,	 and	 tongues,	 standing
before	 the	 throne	 and	 before	 the	 Lamb,	 clothed	 with	 white	 robes,	 with	 palm
branches	in	their	hands.

After	 these	 things!	Already	 now	 the	Lord	 allows	 us	 to	 catch	 a	 glimpse	 of	 the



glorious	end	result.	After	all	that	has	happened	to	Israel,	with	the	Messiah	Who
was	born	from	them,	with	His	death,	with	His	resurrection,	with	His	ascension,
with	 the	outpouring	of	 the	Holy	Spirit,	with	 the	proclamation	of	 the	Gospel…
after	all	these	things,	now	and	later	a	great	multitude	of	people	that	bring	honor
and	praise	to	the	Lamb,	to	the	Messiah	of	Israel	and	the	nations.



14.	The	sign	of	the	eternal	covenant
between	God	and	Abraham	/	Israel
Circumcision

“And	 he	 (Abram)	 believed	 in	 the	 LORD,	 and	 He	 accounted	 it	 to	 him	 for
righteousness”	 (Genesis	 15:6).	As	 a	 confirmation	 and	 a	 sign	 of	 that	 covenant,
Abram	and	his	descendants	receive	the	sign	of	circumcision	of	the	foreskin.	It	is
an	 everlasting	 covenant	 that	 may	 not	 be	 broken.	 It	 is	 an	 outward	 sign	 of	 the
covenant	to	indicate	that	the	promises	that	are	part	of	that	covenant	will	not	be
forgotten.	And	God’s	promises	to	Abraham	are	as	certain	as	this	sign.	They	are
eternal	promises.	Promises	that	are	specifically	meant	for	the	Jewish	nation.	This
circumcision	 can	 therefore	 never	 be	 replaced	 by	 baptism,	 as	 the	 baptismal
formula	of	various	Protestant	Churches	would	like	us	to	believe.

Genesis	15:5	Then	He	brought	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	now	toward	heaven,
and	count	 the	stars	 if	you	are	able	to	number	them.”	And	He	said	to	him,	“So
shall	your	descendants	be.”	6	And	he	believed	in	the	LORD,	and	He	accounted	it
to	him	for	righteousness	(...)

17:9	And	God	said	to	Abraham:	“As	for	you,	you	shall	keep	My	covenant,	you
and	 your	 descendants	 after	 you	 throughout	 their	 generations.	 10	 This	 is	 My
covenant	which	you	shall	keep,	between	Me	and	you	and	your	descendants	after
you:	 Every	 male	 child	 among	 you	 shall	 be	 circumcised;	 11	 and	 you	 shall	 be
circumcised	in	the	flesh	of	your	foreskins,	and	it	shall	be	a	sign	of	the	covenant
between	 Me	 and	 you.	 12	 He	 who	 is	 eight	 days	 old	 among	 you	 shall	 be
circumcised,	every	male	child	in	your	generations,	he	who	is	born	in	your	house
or	bought	with	money	from	any	foreigner	who	is	not	your	descendant.	13	He	who
is	 born	 in	 your	 house	 and	 he	 who	 is	 bought	 with	 your	 money	 must	 be
circumcised,	and	My	covenant	shall	be	in	your	flesh	for	an	everlasting	covenant.
14	And	the	uncircumcised	male	child,	who	is	not	circumcised	in	the	flesh	of	his
foreskin,	 that	 person	 shall	 be	 cut	 off	 from	 his	 people;	 he	 has	 broken	 My
covenant.”

Hebrews	11:8	By	 faith	Abraham	obeyed	when	 he	was	 called	 to	 go	 out	 to	 the
place	which	he	would	receive	as	an	inheritance.	And	he	went	out,	not	knowing
where	he	was	going.



In	 the	 NT,	 the	 apostle	 Paul,	 a	 Jew,	 elaborates	 on	 the	 spiritual	 meaning	 of
circumcision.	This	is	in	keeping	with	what	the	prophets	in	the	Tanakh	said	about
the	 spiritual	 meaning	 of	 circumcision.	 Not	 only	 should	 the	 foreskin	 be
circumcised,	but	 the	heart	as	well.	The	heart	of	every	person,	also	a	Jew,	is	by
nature	 hard	 and	 loath	 to	 God	 and	 His	 Son,	 the	Messiah.	 This	 hardened	 heart
must	be	made	soft,	tender.	Or,	as	the	Bible	puts	it,	the	heart	must	be	broken.	It	is
only	in	a	broken	heart,	convinced	of	guilt	towards	God,	that	the	Holy	Spirit	can
dwell.

Romans	2:25	For	circumcision	 is	 indeed	profitable	 if	you	keep	 the	 law;	but	 if
you	are	a	breaker	of	the	law,	your	circumcision	has	become	uncircumcision.	26
Therefore,	if	an	uncircumcised	man	keeps	the	righteous	requirements	of	the	law,
will	 not	 his	 uncircumcision	 be	 counted	 as	 circumcision?	 27	 And	 will	 not	 the
physically	 uncircumcised,	 if	 he	 fulfills	 the	 law,	 judge	 you	who,	 even	with	 your
written	code	and	circumcision,	are	a	transgressor	of	the	law?	28	For	he	is	not	a
Jew	who	is	one	outwardly,	nor	is	circumcision	that	which	is	outward	in	the	flesh;
29	but	he	is	a	Jew	who	is	one	inwardly;	and	circumcision	is	that	of	the	heart,	in
the	Spirit,	not	in	the	letter;	whose	praise	is	not	from	men	but	from	God.

Romans	 3:1	 What	 advantage	 then	 has	 the	 Jew,	 or	 what	 is	 the	 profit	 of
circumcision?	2	Much	in	every	way!	Chiefly	because	to	them	were	committed	the
oracles	of	God.	(...)	30	since	there	is	one	God	who	will	justify	the	circumcised	by
faith	 and	 the	 uncircumcised	 through	 faith.	 31	 Do	 we	 then	make	 void	 the	 law
through	faith?	Certainly	not!	On	the	contrary,	we	establish	the	law.

Romans	4:8	“Blessed	 is	 the	man	 to	whom	 the	LORD	shall	not	 impute	 sin.”	9
Does	 this	 blessedness	 then	 come	 upon	 the	 circumcised	 only,	 or	 upon	 the
uncircumcised	 also?	 For	 we	 say	 that	 faith	 was	 accounted	 to	 Abraham	 for
righteousness.	 10	 How	 then	 was	 it	 accounted?	While	 he	 was	 circumcised,	 or
uncircumcised?	 Not	 while	 circumcised,	 but	 while	 uncircumcised.	 11	 And	 he
received	the	sign	of	circumcision,	a	seal	of	the	righteousness	of	the	faith	which
he	 had	while	 still	 uncircumcised,	 that	 he	might	 be	 the	 father	 of	 all	 those	who
believe,	though	they	are	uncircumcised,	that	righteousness	might	be	imputed	to
them	also,	 12	 and	 the	 father	 of	 circumcision	 to	 those	who	 not	 only	 are	 of	 the
circumcision,	 but	 who	 also	 walk	 in	 the	 steps	 of	 the	 faith	 which	 our	 father
Abraham	had	while	still	uncircumcised.	13	For	the	promise	that	he	would	be	the
heir	of	the	world	was	not	to	Abraham	or	to	his	seed	through	the	law,	but	through
the	righteousness	of	faith.



Romans	 15:8	 Now	 I	 say	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 has	 become	 a	 servant	 to	 the
circumcision	for	the	truth	of	God,	to	confirm	the	promises	made	to	the	fathers.

1Corinthians	7:19	Circumcision	is	nothing,	and	uncircumcision	is	nothing,	but
keeping	of	the	commandments	of	God	is	what	matters.

Galatians	 5:6	 For	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 neither	 circumcision	 nor	 uncircumcision
avails	anything,	but	faith	working	through	love.

Galatians	 6:15	 For	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 neither	 circumcision	 nor	 uncircumcision
avails	anything,	but	a	new	creation.

Colossians	2:10	and	you	are	complete	in	Him,	who	is	the	head	of	all	principality
and	 power.	 11	 In	Him	 you	were	 also	 circumcised	with	 the	 circumcision	made
without	hands,	by	putting	off	the	body	of	the	sins	of	the	flesh,	by	the	circumcision
of	Christ,	 12	 buried	with	Him	 in	 baptism,	 in	which	 you	also	were	 raised	with
Him	through	faith	in	the	working	of	God,	who	raised	Him	from	the	dead.

Summary	of	circumcision

Abraham	 believed	 first	 and,	 as	 a	 confirmation,	 received	 the	 sign	 of
circumcision.

It	is	a	sign	of	the	everlasting	Covenant	between	God	and	Israel.

It	was	only	meant	for	the	descendants	of	Abraham/Isaac/Jacob.

He	who	is	not	circumcised	has	broken	the	covenant.

For	Jewish	believers,	circumcision	remains,	in	addition	to	baptism.

Circumcision	is	for	babies,	children	and	adults.

Circumcision	has	no	power,	is	not	soul-saving.

Circumcision	of	 the	foreskin	should	be	followed	by	circumcision	of	 the
heart.

Circumcision	 is	 nothing,	 says	 Paul.	 What	 matters	 is	 keeping	 God’s
commandments.



15.	Promises	for	Ishmael
After	Abraham,	Ishmael	was	the	first	person	to	receive	the	sign	of	circumcision.
Ishmael’s	 offspring	 also	 received	 the	 sign	of	 the	 covenant	 that	God	 concluded
with	Abraham.	God	entered	into	an	alliance	with	his	offspring.	However,	unlike
Isaac,	Ishmael	will	not	inherit.	The	promises	given	by	the	LORD	to	Abraham	are
clearly	not	meant	for	Ishmael’s	descendants.	The	LORD	has	separate	promises
for	Ishmael:	he	will	have	many	descendants,	will	become	a	great	nation–a	nation
that	will	dwell	apart	from	all	his	relatives,	over	against	all	his	kinsmen	(Isaac’s
descendants).	Other	 translations	state:	“in	 the	presence	of	all	his	brethren”,	“in
hostility	toward	all	his	brothers,”	or	“live	to	the	east	of	all	his	brothers.”	The	fact
that	Ishmael	became	an	archer,	tells	something	about	the	being	and	character	of
this	child	of	Abraham.	On	top	of	that,	there	will	always	be	problems/arguments
with	other	people/nations.	His	hand	shall	be	against	everybody,	and	everybody’s
hand	shall	be	against	him.

Genesis	 16:10	Then	 the	Angel	 of	 the	LORD	 said	 to	 her,	 “I	will	multiply	 your
descendants	 exceedingly,	 so	 that	 they	 shall	 not	 be	 counted	 for	 multitude.”	 11
And	the	Angel	of	 the	LORD	said	 to	her:	“Behold,	you	are	with	child,	And	you
shall	bear	a	son.	You	shall	call	his	name	Ishmael,	because	the	LORD	has	heard
your	affliction.	12	He	shall	be	a	wild	man;	his	hand	shall	be	against	every	man,
and	every	man’s	hand	against	him.	And	he	shall	dwell	in	the	presence	of	all	his
brethren.”

Genesis	17:20	“And	as	 for	 Ishmael,	 I	 have	heard	 you.	Behold,	 I	 have	blessed
him,	 and	 will	 make	 him	 fruitful,	 and	 will	 multiply	 him	 exceedingly.	 He	 shall
beget	twelve	princes,	and	I	will	make	him	a	great	nation.	21	But	My	covenant	I
will	 establish	 with	 Isaac,	 whom	 Sarah	 shall	 bear	 to	 you	 at	 this	 set	 time	 next
year.”	22	Then	He	finished	talking	with	him,	and	God	went	up	from	Abraham.	23
So	Abraham	took	Ishmael	his	son,	all	who	were	born	in	his	house	and	all	who
were	 bought	with	 his	money,	 every	male	 among	 the	men	 of	 Abraham’s	 house,
and	circumcised	the	flesh	of	their	foreskins	that	very	same	day,	as	God	had	said
to	him.	24	Abraham	was	ninety-nine	years	old	when	he	was	circumcised	in	the
flesh	of	his	foreskin.	25	And	Ishmael	his	son	was	thirteen	years	old	when	he	was
circumcised	in	the	flesh	of	his	foreskin.

21:10	Therefore	she	said	to	Abraham,	“Cast	out	this	bondwoman	and	her	son;
for	 the	 son	 of	 this	 bondwoman	 shall	 not	 be	 heir	 with	 my	 son,	 namely	 with



Isaac.”	11	And	 the	matter	was	very	displeasing	 in	Abraham’s	sight	because	of
his	son.	12	But	God	said	to	Abraham,	“Do	not	let	it	be	displeasing	in	your	sight
because	of	the	lad	or	because	of	your	bondwoman.	Whatever	Sarah	has	said	to
you,	listen	to	her	voice;	for	in	Isaac	your	seed	shall	be	called.	13	Yet	I	will	also
make	a	nation	of	the	son	of	the	bondwoman,	because	he	is	your	seed.”

Genesis	21:17	And	God	heard	the	voice	of	the	lad.	Then	the	angel	of	God	called
to	Hagar	out	of	heaven,	and	said	to	her,	“What	ails	you,	Hagar?	Fear	not,	for
God	has	heard	the	voice	of	the	lad	where	he	is.	18	Arise,	lift	up	the	lad	and	hold
him	with	your	hand,	for	I	will	make	him	a	great	nation.”	19	Then	God	opened
her	 eyes,	 and	 she	 saw	 a	 well	 of	 water.	 And	 she	 went	 and	 filled	 the	 skin	 with
water,	and	gave	the	lad	a	drink.	20	So	God	was	with	the	lad;	and	he	grew	and
dwelt	in	the	wilderness,	and	became	an	archer.

Genesis	 25:12	Now	 this	 is	 the	 genealogy	 of	 Ishmael,	 Abraham’s	 son,	 whom
Hagar	the	Egyptian,	Sarah’s	maidservant,	bore	to	Abraham.	13	And	these	were
the	 sons	 of	 Ishmael	 and	 these	 were	 their	 names,	 by	 their	 towns	 and	 their
settlements,	twelve	princes	according	to	their	nations.	(…)

17	 These	 were	 the	 years	 of	 the	 life	 of	 Ishmael:	 one	 hundred	 and	 thirty-seven
years;	 and	 he	 breathed	 his	 last	 and	 died,	 and	was	 gathered	 to	 his	 people.	 18
(They	dwelt	from	Havilah	as	far	as	Shur,	which	is	east	of	Egypt	as	you	go	toward
Assyria.)	He	died	in	the	presence	of	all	his	brethren.

Genesis	 28:9	 So	 Esau	 went	 to	 Ishmael	 and	 took	 Mahalath	 the	 daughter	 of
Ishmael,	Abraham’s	son,	the	sister	of	Nebajoth,	to	be	his	wife	in	addition	to	the
wives	he	had.

1Chronicles	1:28	The	sons	of	Abraham	were	Isaac	and	Ishmael.	29	These	are
their	genealogies:	The	 firstborn	of	 Ishmael	was	Nebajoth;	 then	Kedar,	Adbeel,
Mibsam,	 30	 Mishma,	 Dumah,	 Massa,	 Hadad,	 Tema,	 31	 Jetur,	 Naphish,	 and
Kedemah.	 These	were	 the	 sons	 of	 Ishmael.	 32	Now	 the	 sons	 born	 to	Keturah,
Abraham’s	 concubine,	 were	 Zimran,	 Jokshan,	 Medan,	 Midian,	 Ishbak,	 and
Shuah.	The	sons	of	Jokshan	were	Sheba	and	Dedan.	33	The	sons	of	Midian	were
Ephah,	 Epher,	 Hanoch,	 Abida,	 and	 Eldaah.	 All	 these	 were	 the	 children	 of
Keturah.	(…)	46	And	when	Husham	died,	Hadad	the	son	of	Bedad,	who	attacked
Midian	in	the	field	of	Moab,	reigned	in	his	place.	The	name	of	his	city	was	Avith.

2:16	Now	their	sisters	were	Zeruiah	and	Abigail.	And	the	sons	of	Zeruiah	were
Abishai,	 Joab,	 and	 Asahel—three.	 17	 Abigail	 bore	 Amasa;	 and	 the	 father	 of



Amasa	was	Jether	the	Ishmaelite.

Abigail,	David’s	sister,	was	married	to	Jether,	an	Ishmaelite.

1Chronicles	 27:30	 Obil	 the	 Ishmaelite	 was	 over	 the	 camels,	 Jehdeiah	 the
Meronothite	was	over	the	donkeys.

Genesis	37:25	And	they	sat	down	to	eat	a	meal.	Then	they	lifted	their	eyes	and
looked,	and	there	was	a	company	of	Ishmaelites,	coming	from	Gilead	with	their
camels,	 bearing	 spices,	 balm,	 and	myrrh,	 on	 their	way	 to	 carry	 them	down	 to
Egypt.	 26	 So	 Judah	 said	 to	 his	 brothers,	 “What	 profit	 is	 there	 if	 we	 kill	 our
brother	and	conceal	his	blood?	27	Come	and	let	us	sell	him	to	the	Ishmaelites,
and	let	not	our	hand	be	upon	him,	for	he	is	our	brother	and	our	flesh.”	And	his
brothers	 listened.	28	Then	Midianite	 traders	passed	by;	 so	 the	brothers	pulled
Joseph	up	and	lifted	him	out	of	the	pit,	and	sold	him	to	the	Ishmaelites	for	twenty
shekels	of	silver.	And	they	took	Joseph	to	Egypt.

One	 could	 conclude	 from	 verse	 28	 that	 these	 Ishmaelites	 lived	 in	Midian,	 the
land	of	the	Midianites–descendants	from	Keturah,	Abraham’s	later	wife.

Judges	8:21	So	Zebah	and	Zalmunna	said,	“Rise	yourself,	and	kill	us;	for	as	a
man	 is,	 so	 is	 his	 strength.”	So	Gideon	arose	 and	 killed	Zebah	and	Zalmunna,
and	took	the	crescent	ornaments	that	were	on	their	camels’	necks.

22	Then	the	men	of	Israel	said	to	Gideon,	“Rule	over	us,	both	you	and	your	son,
and	your	grandson	also;	for	you	have	delivered	us	from	the	hand	of	Midian.”	23
But	Gideon	said	 to	 them,	“I	will	not	rule	over	you,	nor	shall	my	son	rule	over
you;	the	LORD	shall	rule	over	you.”	24	Then	Gideon	said	to	them,	“I	would	like
to	make	a	request	of	you,	that	each	of	you	would	give	me	the	earrings	from	his
plunder.”	For	they	had	gold	earrings,	because	they	were	Ishmaelites.	25	So	they
answered,	“We	will	gladly	give	them.”	And	they	spread	out	a	garment,	and	each
man	threw	into	it	 the	earrings	from	his	plunder.	26	Now	the	weight	of	 the	gold
earrings	 that	 he	 requested	 was	 one	 thousand	 seven	 hundred	 shekels	 of	 gold,
besides	 the	crescent	ornaments,	pendants,	and	purple	robes	which	were	on	 the
kings	of	Midian,	and	besides	the	chains	that	were	around	their	camels’	necks.	27
Then	Gideon	made	 it	 into	 an	 ephod	and	 set	 it	 up	 in	 his	 city,	Ophrah.	And	all
Israel	 played	 the	 harlot	with	 it	 there.	 It	 became	 a	 snare	 to	Gideon	 and	 to	 his
house.	28	Thus	Midian	was	subdued	before	 the	children	of	 Israel,	 so	 that	 they
lifted	their	heads	no	more.	And	the	country	was	quiet	for	forty	years	in	the	days
of	Gideon.



According	to	the	Koran,	Ishmael	is	the	son	of	the	promise	and	it	is	argued	that
history	would	have	been	falsified	on	this	point,	and	many	other	points.	However,
the	reverse	is	true.

The	so-called	 ‘replacement	 theology’	 is	expressed	 in	various	ways;	 its	purpose
has	 always	 been	 to	 sideline	 the	 people	 of	 Israel,	 God’s	 chosen	 nation,	 and	 to
destroy	 it.	 Apart	 from	 Mohammed’s	 followers,	 the	 so-called	 Christians	 have
joined	in	it,	through	the	ages,	in	a	painstaking	manner.	And	in	this	present	time,
there	is	still	talk	of	this	replacement	theology	with	both	Christians	and	Muslims.
There	are	theologians	who	believe	that	the	Bible	still	contains	special	promises
for	Ishmael’s	descendants,	for	example	in	Isaiah	19.	However,	this	chapter	deals
with	Egypt	and	Syria–not	with	 the	countries	 in	between	 the	 two	or	around	 the
two.	(See	Chapter	85,	page	543.	This	does	not	mean,	however,	that	nobody	from
this	nation	can	be	saved.	The	Lord	is	free.	In	the	NT,	the	apostle	Paul	clearly	sets
forth	the	spiritual	aspect.

Galatians	 4:22	 For	 it	 is	 written	 that	 Abraham	 had	 two	 sons:	 the	 one	 by	 a
bondwoman,	 the	other	by	a	 freewoman.	23	But	he	who	was	of	 the	bondwoman
was	born	according	to	 the	 flesh,	and	he	of	 the	 freewoman	through	promise,	24
which	things	are	symbolic.	For	these	are	the	two	covenants:	the	one	from	Mount
Sinai	which	gives	birth	to	bondage,	which	is	Hagar–25	for	this	Hagar	is	Mount
Sinai	in	Arabia,	and	corresponds	to	Jerusalem	which	now	is,	and	is	in	bondage
with	her	children–26	but	the	Jerusalem	above	is	free,	which	is	the	mother	of	us
all.	27	For	it	 is	written:	“Rejoice,	O	barren,	you	who	do	not	bear!	Break	forth
and	shout,	you	who	are	not	in	labor!	For	the	desolate	has	many	more	children
than	she	who	has	a	husband.”	28	Now	we,	brethren,	as	Isaac	was,	are	children
of	promise.	29	But,	as	he	who	was	born	according	to	the	flesh	then	persecuted
him	who	was	 born	 according	 to	 the	 Spirit,	 even	 so	 it	 is	 now.	 30	Nevertheless
what	does	the	Scripture	say?	“Cast	out	the	bondwoman	and	her	son,	for	the	son
of	the	bondwoman	shall	not	be	heir	with	the	son	of	the	freewoman.”	31	So	then,
brethren,	we	are	not	children	of	the	bondwoman	but–of	the	free.



16.	Esau’s	inheritance
Coming	home	hungry	from	hunting,	Esau,	Isaac’s	first-born	son,	twin	of	Jacob,
renounced	his	birthright	for	a	plate	of	food.

Right	 of	 primogeniture,	 or	 birthright,	 was	 a	 divine	 right;	 it	 contained	 all	 the
promises	the	LORD	had	given	to	his	grandfather	Abraham	and	his	father	Isaac.
By	renouncing	this	right,	he	renounced	God’s	promises,	God’s	blessings,	and	in
its	deepest	sense	God	Himself.

This	was	also	later	shown	by	the	attitude	his	descendants	had	towards	the	people
of	Israel.	Israel	was	not	allowed	to,	or	could	not,	pass	through	their	land	on	its
way	to	the	Promised	Land	due	to	their	hostile	attitude.	This	raised	God’s	anger
so	that	He	decided	to	give	no	future	and	no	inheritance	to	these	nations	on	this
earth.	The	texts	below	explain	clearly	how	it	came	about.

1Chronicles	 1:35	The	 sons	 of	 Esau	 were	 Eliphaz,	 Reuel,	 Jeush,	 Jaalam,	 and
Korah.	 36	 And	 the	 sons	 of	 Eliphaz	 were	 Teman,	 Omar,	 Zephi,	 Gatam,	 and
Kenaz;	and	by	Timna,	Amalek.

Exodus	17:14	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Write	this	for	a	memorial	in	the
book	 and	 recount	 it	 in	 the	 hearing	 of	 Joshua,	 that	 I	 will	 utterly	 blot	 out	 the
remembrance	of	Amalek	from	under	heaven.”

Numbers	24:20	Then	he	looked	on	Amalek,	and	he	took	up	his	oracle	and	said:
“Amalek	was	first	among	the	nations,	But	shall	be	last	until	he	perishes.”

Deuteronomy	 25:17	“Remember	 what	 Amalek	 did	 to	 you	 on	 the	 way	 as	 you
were	coming	out	of	Egypt,	18	how	he	met	you	on	the	way	and	attacked	your	rear
ranks,	all	the	stragglers	at	your	rear,	when	you	were	tired	and	weary;	and	he	did
not	fear	God.	19	Therefore	it	shall	be,	when	the	LORD	your	God	has	given	you
rest	 from	 your	 enemies	 all	 around,	 in	 the	 land	 which	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 is
giving	you	to	possess	as	an	inheritance,	that	you	will	blot	out	the	remembrance
of	Amalek	from	under	heaven.	You	shall	not	forget.”

1Samuel	 15:7	And	 Saul	 attacked	 the	Amalekites,	 from	Havilah	 all	 the	way	 to
Shur,	which	is	east	of	Egypt.	8	He	also	took	Agag	king	of	the	Amalekites	alive,
and	utterly	destroyed	all	the	people	with	the	edge	of	the	sword.	9	But	Saul	and
the	 people	 spared	 Agag	 and	 the	 best	 of	 the	 sheep,	 the	 oxen,	 the	 fatlings,	 the
lambs,	 and	all	 that	was	good,	 and	were	unwilling	 to	utterly	destroy	 them.	But



everything	despised	and	worthless,	that	they	utterly	destroyed.

28:18	“Because	you	did	not	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	nor	execute	His	fierce
wrath	upon	Amalek,	therefore	the	LORD	has	done	this	thing	to	you	this	day.”

2Samuel	 8:14	He	 also	 put	 garrisons	 in	 Edom;	 throughout	 all	 Edom	 he	 put
garrisons,	 and	 all	 the	 Edomites	 became	 David’s	 servants.	 And	 the	 LORD
preserved	David	wherever	he	went.

Psalm	 83:5	For	 they	 have	 consulted	 together	 with	 one	 consent;	 They	 form	 a
confederacy	against	You:	6	The	 tents	of	Edom	and	 the	 Ishmaelites;	Moab	and
the	Hagrites.

Isaiah	34:6	“The	sword	of	the	LORD	is	filled	with	blood,	it	is	made	overflowing
with	 fatness,	with	 the	 blood	of	 lambs	and	goats,	with	 the	 fat	 of	 the	 kidneys	 of
rams.	For	the	LORD	has	a	sacrifice	in	Bozrah,	and	a	great	slaughter	in	the	land
of	Edom.	7	The	wild	oxen	shall	come	down	with	them,	and	the	young	bulls	with
the	mighty	bulls;	their	land	shall	be	soaked	with	blood,	and	their	dust	saturated
with	 fatness.”	 8	 For	 it	 is	 the	 day	 of	 the	 LORD’s	 vengeance,	 the	 year	 of
recompense	for	the	cause	of	Zion.	9	Its	streams	shall	be	turned	into	pitch,	and	its
dust	 into	 brimstone;	 its	 land	 shall	 become	 burning	 pitch.	 10	 It	 shall	 not	 be
quenched	 night	 or	 day;	 its	 smoke	 shall	 ascend	 forever.	 From	 generation	 to
generation	it	shall	lie	waste;	no	one	shall	pass	through	it	forever	and	ever.



17.	God	swore	by	Himself
When	people	want	 to,	 or	 have	 to,	make	 an	 oath,	 they	 usually	 swear	 by	God’s
Name.	Why	 do	 they	 do	 this?	 Probably,	 because	 they	 have	 experienced	 that	 a
promise	in	itself	is	not	always	kept.	By	nature,	people	are	unreliable	and	capable
of	 lying.	 People	 can	 know	 from	 the	 Law	 of	 God,	 as	 well	 as	 from	 their
conscience,	 that	 they	may	not	 tell	 a	 lie.	God	explicitly	 forbade	 this	 in	 the	Ten
Commandments	He	 gave	 to	 Israel.	Therefore,	 a	 promise	must	 be	 reliable,	 and
swearing	an	oath	should	not	be	necessary.

The	first	time	we	read	in	the	Bible	about	swearing	an	oath	is	in	Genesis	21:23.
Abimelech,	 a	 Philistine,	 asks	 Abraham	 to	 swear	 by	 God,	 just	 to	 be	 sure	 that
Abraham	will	not	lie.

In	 Genesis	 12,13,15	 and	 17,	 the	 LORD	 gives	 His	 promise	 to	 Abraham	 with
respect	 to	his	descendants	and	the	land	that	He	will	give	him.	The	LORD	then
limits	 Himself	 to	 His	 promise.	 In	 Genesis	 22:15-18,	 the	 LORD	 repeats	 His
promise	to	Abraham,	but	this	time	by	swearing	an	oath.	And	because	nobody	is
higher	 than	He	Himself,	 the	LORD	swears	by	Himself.	Why?	After	 all,	He	 is
reliable!	God	cannot	lie.	His	yes	is	yes,	and	His	no	is	no.	God	is	unchanging	in
His	being.	It	says	in

Numbers	23:19	“God	is	not	a	man,	that	He	should	lie,	nor	a	son	of	man,	that
He	should	repent.	Has	He	said,	and	will	He	not	do?	Or	has	He	spoken,	and	will
He	not	make	it	good?”:

God,	however,	knows	Abraham’s	heart.	Abraham	also	had	his	doubts	about	God
promising	him	a	son.	At	the	advice	of	his	wife	Sarah,	Abraham	took	matters	into
his	own	hands.

In	order	to	address	Abraham’s	weakness,	the	LORD	repeats	His	promise	with	an
oath	 in	Genesis	 22.	 By	 now,	Abraham	 knew	 the	meaning	 of	 an	 oath.	 Shortly
before,	he	had	had	 to	swear	an	oath	 to	Abimelech,	 the	Philistine.	The	fact	 that
God	swears	an	oath	holds	that	all	His	promises	made	to	Israel	are	reliable.	The
LORD	sometimes	swears	an	oath,	but	He	also	says	that	His	promises	will	apply
for	 all	 eternity.	 This	 means	 that	 all	 the	 promises	 concerning	 Israel’s	 future
recorded	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Deuteronomy	 will	 be	 fulfilled.	When	 God	 swears	 to
Himself,	He	can	never	retract	such	an	oath.

Genesis	17:7	“And	I	will	establish	My	covenant	between	Me	and	you	and	your



descendants	 after	 you	 in	 their	 generations,	 for	 an	 everlasting	 covenant,	 to	 be
God	to	you	and	your	descendants	after	you.”

Genesis	22:15	Then	the	Angel	of	the	LORD	called	to	Abraham	a	second	time	out
of	heaven,	16	and	said:	“By	Myself	I	have	sworn,	says	the	LORD,	because	you
have	done	this	thing,	and	have	not	withheld	your	son,	your	only	son–	17	blessing
I	will	bless	you,	and	multiplying	I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as	the	stars	of
the	heaven	and	as	the	sand	which	is	on	the	seashore;	and	your	descendants	shall
possess	 the	 gate	 of	 their	 enemies.	 18	 In	 your	 seed	all	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 earth
shall	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	My	voice.”

Genesis	26:2	Then	 the	LORD	appeared	 to	him	and	said:	“Do	not	go	down	 to
Egypt;	live	in	the	land	of	which	I	shall	tell	you.	3	Dwell	in	this	land,	and	I	will	be
with	you	and	bless	you;	for	to	you	and	your	descendants	I	give	all	these	lands,
and	I	will	perform	the	oath	which	I	swore	to	Abraham	your	father.	4	And	I	will
make	 your	 descendants	 multiply	 as	 the	 stars	 of	 heaven;	 I	 will	 give	 to	 your
descendants	all	these	lands;	and	in	your	seed	all	the	nations	of	the	earth	shall	be
blessed;	 5	 because	 Abraham	 obeyed	 My	 voice	 and	 kept	 My	 charge,	 My
commandments,	My	statutes,	and	My	laws.”	6	So	Isaac	dwelt	in	Gerar.

Exodus	32:12	“Why	should	the	Egyptians	speak,	and	say,	‘He	brought	them	out
to	harm	them,	to	kill	them	in	the	mountains,	and	to	consume	them	from	the	face
of	 the	 earth’?	Turn	 from	Your	 fierce	wrath,	 and	 relent	 from	 this	 harm	 to	Your
people.	13	Remember	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Israel,	Your	servants,	 to	whom	You
swore	by	Your	own	self,	and	said	 to	 them,	‘I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as
the	 stars	 of	 heaven;	 and	 all	 this	 land	 that	 I	 have	 spoken	 of	 I	 give	 to	 your
descendants,	and	 they	shall	 inherit	 it	 forever.’”	14	So	 the	LORD	relented	 from
the	harm	which	He	said	He	would	do	to	His	people.

See	 also	 Genesis	 50:24;	 Exodus	 13:5;	 Exodus	 33:1,2;	 Leviticus	 26:42;
Deuteronomy	1:8;	Deuteronomy	4:27-30;	Deuteronomy	6:10,18;	Deuteronomy
7:12,13;	 Deuteronomy	 9:5;	 Deuteronomy	 28:9-12;	 Deuteronomy	 31:20-23;
Judges	 2:1;	 1Samuel	 15:29;	 1Chronicles	 16:14-18;	 Psalm	89:3-4,35-37;	 Psalm
105:8-10;	 Psalm	 106:45;	 Psalm	 111:5,9;	 Psalm	 132:11;	 Isaiah	 45:23;	 Ezekiel
16:8,9,60;	Micah	7:20;	Acts	2:30;	Acts	7:20-22.

Isaiah	54:8	“With	a	little	wrath	I	hid	My	face	from	you	for	a	moment;	but	with
everlasting	kindness	I	will	have	mercy	on	you,”	says	the	LORD,	your	Redeemer.
9	“For	this	is	like	the	waters	of	Noah	to	Me;	for	as	I	have	sworn	that	the	waters
of	Noah	would	no	 longer	cover	 the	earth,	so	have	I	sworn	 that	 I	would	not	be



angry	with	you,	nor	rebuke	you.	10	For	the	mountains	shall	depart	and	the	hills
be	removed,	but	My	kindness	shall	not	depart	from	you,	nor	shall	My	covenant	of
peace	be	removed,”	says	the	LORD,	who	has	mercy	on	you.

It	is	remarkable	that	in	Isaiah	54	there	is	talk	of	God	swearing	an	oath	to	Noah.
However,	in	Genesis,	the	promise	to	Noah	is	not	referred	to	in	that	way.	To	God,
however,	 in	 its	deepest	sense	there	 is	no	difference	in	promising	and	swearing.
When	God	promises	 something,	 it	 is	 definite	 for	 all	 eternity,	 just	 as	 certain	 as
when	He	 swears.	God	Himself	 does	 not	 need	 the	 oath.	He	 does	 it	 because	 of
human	weakness.	Sometimes	God	swears	by	His	right	hand	(see	Isaiah	62:8).	It
is	clear	that	He	then	means	the	Son	of	His	right	hand,	i.e.,	the	Messiah.	But	the
Messiah	is	also	God–meaning	that	God	still	swears	to	Himself.

Isaiah	 62:8	 The	 LORD	 has	 sworn	 by	 His	 right	 hand	 and	 by	 the	 arm	 of	 His
strength:	“Surely	I	will	no	longer	give	your	grain	as	food	for	your	enemies;	and
the	 sons	 of	 the	 foreigner	 shall	 not	 drink	 your	 new	 wine,	 for	 which	 you	 have
labored.”

Luke	1:72	“To	perform	the	mercy	promised	to	our	fathers	and	to	remember	His
holy	covenant,	73	the	oath	which	He	swore	to	our	father	Abraham.”

Matthew	5:37	“But	let	your	‘Yes’	be	‘Yes,’	and	your	‘No,’	‘No.’	For	whatever	is
more	than	these	is	from	the	evil	one.

Hebrews	6:13	For	when	God	made	a	promise	 to	Abraham,	because	He	could
swear	by	no	one	greater,	He	swore	by	Himself,	14	saying,	“Surely	blessing	I	will
bless	you,	and	multiplying	I	will	multiply	you.”	15	And	so,	after	he	had	patiently
endured,	he	obtained	the	promise.	16	For	men	indeed	swear	by	the	greater,	and
an	 oath	 for	 confirmation	 is	 for	 them	 an	 end	 of	 all	 dispute.	 17	 Thus	 God,
determining	to	show	more	abundantly	to	the	heirs	of	promise	the	immutability	of
His	counsel,	confirmed	it	by	an	oath,	18	that	by	two	immutable	things,	in	which
it	is	impossible	for	God	to	lie,	we	might	have	strong	consolation,	who	have	fled
for	refuge	to	lay	hold	of	the	hope	set	before	us.



18.	The	covenant	against	Israel
Blessing	and	curse	for	the	surrounding	nations

How	 little	 the	 world	 realizes	 that	 the	 attitude	 of	 the	 nations	 towards	 Israel
determines	 God’s	 judgment	 on	 them.	 Depending	 on	 their	 attitude	 towards
Abraham	and	his	descendants,	 there	will	 be	 either	blessing	or	 curse.	That	was
applicable	 in	Abraham’s	 days,	 but	 is	 still	 applicable	 to	 his	 descendants	 in	 our
days.	 It	 applies	 to	 the	 attitude	 of	 the	 nations	 and	 individual	 people	 towards
Israel.

Not	 that	everything	Israel	does,	should	receive	our	approval.	 Israel	can	still	do
wrong	 things,	 and	 make	 wrong	 decisions,	 against	 God’s	 commandments–just
like	 any	other	nation	or	 country.	But	 it	 remains	God’s	 chosen	people.	And	 for
that	 reason	 our	 attitude	 should	 always	 be	 loving,	 because	we	 love	 the	God	 of
Israel.	And	if	we	don’t	love	that	God,	we	should	still	bear	His	commandments	in
mind–which	 hold	 that	 we	 must	 bless	 Israel.	 And	 in	 our	 judging	 of	 Israel	 we
should	not	start	 from	what	 the	world	 thinks,	or	what	 the	United	Nations	or	 the
Security	Council	 think,	but	 from	what	God	 says	 in	His	Word	about	 Israel	 and
about	Israel’s	future.

This	is	God’s	promise	to	Abraham:

Genesis	12:3	“I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	I	will	curse	him	who	curses
you;	and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”

Right	away,	this	became	applicable	in:

Genesis	12:17	But	the	LORD	plagued	Pharaoh	and	his	house	with	great	plagues
because	of	Sarai,	Abram’s	wife.

20:3	But	God	came	to	Abimelech	in	a	dream	by	night,	and	said	to	him,	“Indeed
you	are	a	dead	man	because	of	 the	woman	whom	you	have	 taken,	 for	she	 is	a
man’s	wife.”

The	following	texts	relate	to	our	attitude	towards	Israel,	God’s	chosen	people:

Esther	6:13	When	Haman	told	his	wife	Zeresh	and	all	his	friends	everything	that
had	 happened	 to	 him,	 his	 wise	 men	 and	 his	 wife	 Zeresh	 said	 to	 him,	 “If
Mordecai,	before	whom	you	have	begun	to	fall,	is	of	Jewish	descent,	you	will	not
prevail	against	him	but	will	surely	fall	before	him.”



Genesis	27:29	“Let	peoples	serve	you,	and	nations	bow	down	to	you.	Be	master
over	 your	 brethren,	 and	 let	 your	 mother’s	 sons	 bow	 down	 to	 you.	 Cursed	 be
everyone	who	curses	you,	and	blessed	be	those	who	bless	you!”

Exodus	23:22	“But	if	you	indeed	obey	His	voice	and	do	all	that	I	speak,	then	I
will	be	an	enemy	to	your	enemies	and	an	adversary	to	your	adversaries.”

Numbers	24:9	‘He	bows	down,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion;	And	as	a	lion,	who	shall
rouse	him?’	“Blessed	is	he	who	blesses	you,	And	cursed	is	he	who	curses	you.”

Zechariah	2:8	“(...)	for	he	who	touches	you	touches	the	apple	of	His	eye.”

Matthew	25:40	“And	the	King	will	answer	and	say	to	them,	‘Assuredly,	I	say	to
you,	inasmuch	as	you	did	it	to	one	of	the	least	of	these	My	brethren,	you	did	it	to
Me.’”

45	“Then	He	will	answer	them,	saying,	‘Assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	inasmuch	as	you
did	not	do	it	to	one	of	the	least	of	these,	you	did	not	do	it	to	Me.’”

Nowadays	one	often	hears	people	say,	“Israel	is	no	longer	God’s	chosen	people.
The	Church	of	Christ	has	replaced	it.	Israel	is	now	a	country,	equal	to	any	other
country.	God	did	use	Israel	in	His	plan	of	salvation,	but	since	Israel	rejected	the
Messiah,	it	is	no	longer	God’s	people.”	An	extreme	example	of	this	view	appears
in	the	book	Christian	Zionism	Examined	by	Dr.	Steven	Paas	Sr.

What	does	the	Lord	Himself	say	about	this	in	His	Word?

Ezekiel	25:8	 ‘Thus	 says	 the	Lord	GOD:	“Because	Moab	and	Seir	 say,	 ‘Look!
The	house	of	Judah	is	 like	all	 the	nations,’	9	 therefore,	behold,	 I	will	clear	 the
territory	of	Moab	of	cities,	of	 the	cities	on	its	 frontier,	 the	glory	of	 the	country,
Beth	 Jeshimoth,	Baal	Meon,	 and	Kirjathaim.	 10	To	 the	men	 of	 the	East	 I	will
give	 it	 as	 a	 possession,	 together	with	 the	Ammonites,	 that	 the	Ammonites	may
not	be	remembered	among	the	nations.”’

Moab	and	Seir	used	to	say	that	Israel	is	a	nation	just	like	any	other,	but	they	were
harshly	punished	for	their	views	and	their	resulting	attitude.

Why	a	covenant	against	Israel?

In	 the	 coming	 into	 existence	 of	 the	 people	 of	 Israel,	 attention	 should	 also	 be
given	 to	 its	 enemies	 and	 to	 the	 cause	 for	 this	 hostility.	 Satan,	 God’s	 great
opponent,	is	always	out	to	torpedo	God’s	great	plan	of	salvation.	God	wants	to
save	 people	 from	 eternal	 destruction.	 To	 this	 end,	He	 devised	 a	 plan.	He	was



even	willing	 to	sacrifice	His	own	beloved	Son	for	 it.	This	Son	had	 to	come	 to
this	world,	was	crucified,	rose	from	the	dead–and	through	faith	in	this	Messiah,
people	can	be	saved.	Satan	knew	about	this	plan	and	did	everything	in	his	power
to	stop	God’s	plan.

From	the	announcement	of	satan’s	destruction	on	(Genesis	3:15),	he	knew	that
the	LORD	was	going	to	perform	His	plan	through	the	people	of	Israel.	That	 is
why,	 from	 the	very	beginning,	he	 tried	 to	 frustrate	 this	plan.	We	see	signs	and
proofs	of	this	in	the	Bible.	Let	me	just	mention	a	few:

Abraham	was	tempted	to	father	a	son	through	Hagar.

Egypt’s	 Pharaoh	 tried	 to	 prevent	 the	 continued	 existence	 of	 Israel	 by
drowning	new-born	baby	boys.

Haman	tried	to	exterminate	the	Jewish	nation.	The	LORD	used	Esther	to
prevent	this.	This	is	still	commemorated	at	Purim.

“Now	Satan	stood	up	against	Israel,	and	moved	David	to	number	Israel”
(1Chronicles	21:1).

In	 the	 NT,	 the	 Massacre	 of	 the	 Innocent	 in	 Bethlehem.	 King	 Herod,
descending	 from	 Esau,	 thought	 he	 could	 thus	 kill	 the	 new-born
Messiah/King.

The	Lord	Jesus	being	tempted	by	the	devil	in	the	desert	(Matthew	4).

Judas	as	satan’s	instrument	to	have	the	Lord	Jesus	crucified.	Satan	did	not
see	that	this	was	God’s	plan	and	he	had	not	taken	into	consideration	the
resurrection	from	the	dead.

After	 the	 foundation	 of	 the	 first	 Church,	 comprising	 Jews,	 they	 were
severely	persecuted.	With	 satan	 ranting	and	 raving,	many	people	died	a
martyr’s	death	(Stephen,	Paul,	Peter,	James	and	many	others).

Due	to	the	persecutions,	many	of	them	were	scattered	to	the	surrounding
nations.	However,	satan	did	not	see	that	in	this	way	he	contributed	to	the
spreading	of	the	Gospel.

The	following	verses	show	clearly	that	there	is	talk	of	an	alliance	against	Israel:

Psalm	83:4	They	have	said,	“Come,	and	let	us	cut	them	off	from	being	a	nation,
That	 the	 name	 of	 Israel	 may	 be	 remembered	 no	 more.”	 5	 For	 they	 have



consulted	together	with	one	consent;	they	form	a	confederacy	against	You:	6	The
tents	 of	Edom	and	 the	 Ishmaelites;	Moab	and	 the	Hagrites;	 7	Gebal,	Ammon,
and	 Amalek;	 Philistia	 with	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Tyre;	 8	 Assyria	 also	 has	 joined
with	them;	they	have	helped	the	children	of	Lot.	Selah	9	Deal	with	them	as	with
Midian,	as	with	Sisera,	as	with	Jabin	at	 the	Brook	Kishon,	10	who	perished	at
En	Dor,	who	became	as	refuse	on	the	earth.

The	verses	7-8	sum	up	the	nations	that	are	part	of	this	alliance.

God	will	place	salvation	in	Zion.	He	will	not	delay	in	bringing	His	righteousness
near.	They	are	all	peoples	that	live	close	to	the	land	of	Israel.	They	are	peoples
desiring	 to	 live	 in	 the	cities	of	 Israel,	which	 thus	means	 that	 the	 Jewish/Israeli
nation	must	disappear.

Psalm	 83:12	Who	 said,	 “Let	 us	 take	 for	 ourselves	 the	 pastures	 of	 God	 for	 a
possession.”

This	 alliance	 against	 Israel	 was	 formed	 by	 the	 descendants	 of	 Lot,	 Hagar,
Ishmael	 and	 Esau.	 However,	 the	 alliance	 is	 not	 just	 against	 Israel,	 but	 also
against	 the	God	 of	 Israel.	Verse	 6	 of	 Psalm	 83	makes	 this	 clear.	 This	 did	 not
apply	just	in	those	days,	it	is	still	the	actual	reality	today.	He	who	fights	against
Israel,	 also	 fights	 against	 the	 God	 of	 Israel.	 However,	 as	 believers	 we	 should
treat	Israel	as	our	elder	brother,	says	the	apostle	Paul.

On	entering	the	land	of	Canaan,	the	Israelites	received	an	order	from	God	to	oust
all	those	peoples	out	of	Canaan.	Why?	Because	the	iniquity	of	their	sins	against
God	was	complete.	That	is	why	the	people	had	to	stay	in	Egypt	for	such	a	long
time,	and	wait	until	the	iniquity	of	those	people	was	complete.	The	Moabites	and
Ammonites,	descendants	of	Abraham’s	nephew	Lot,	however,	were	completely
corrupted	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD.	We	can	read	the	reason	for	this	in:

Deuteronomy	23:3	An	Ammonite	or	Moabite	shall	not	enter	the	assembly	of	the
LORD;	 even	 to	 the	 tenth	 generation	 none	 of	 his	 descendants	 shall	 enter	 the
assembly	of	the	LORD	forever,	4	because	they	did	not	meet	you	with	bread	and
water	on	the	road	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	because	they	hired	against
you	 Balaam	 the	 son	 of	 Beor	 from	 Pethor	 of	 Mesopotamia,	 to	 curse	 you.	 5
Nevertheless	 the	 LORD	 your	God	would	 not	 listen	 to	 Balaam,	 but	 the	 LORD
your	God	turned	the	curse	into	a	blessing	for	you,	because	the	LORD	your	God
loves	 you.	 6	 You	 shall	 not	 seek	 their	 peace	 nor	 their	 prosperity	 all	 your	 days
forever.



In	the	book	of	Ruth	we	read	about	a	man	called	Boaz,	from	the	tribe	of	Judah.
He	 married	 the	 Moabitess	 Ruth.	 This	 marriage	 eventually	 led	 to	 the	 birth	 of
grandson	David,	and	much	later	to	the	great	David,	the	Messiah	of	Israel.	God’s
ways	are	unsearchable,	but	His	acting	and	works	are	wonderful	and	marvelous.

The	consequences	of	the	hatred	against	Israel

Satan’s	 hatred	 against	 God,	 shown	 in	 Paradise,	 persists	 against	 Israel,	 God’s
chosen	people,	and	against	the	Anointed	of	Israel,	the	Messiah	and	His	Church.
Much	 oppression	 and	 persecution	 against	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 could	 be	 the
consequence	of	its	disobedience	against	God.

Deuteronomy	28:1	“Now	it	shall	come	to	pass,	if	you	diligently	obey	the	voice
of	 the	 LORD	 your	 God,	 to	 observe	 carefully	 all	 His	 commandments	 which	 I
command	you	today,	that	the	LORD	your	God	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations
of	 the	earth.	2	And	all	 these	blessings	 shall	 come	upon	you	and	overtake	you,
because	you	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	your	God.	(…)	15	But	it	shall	come	to
pass,	if	you	do	not	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	your	God,	to	observe	carefully	all
His	commandments	and	His	statutes	which	I	command	you	today,	that	all	these
curses	will	come	upon	you	and	overtake	you.”

However,	 in	 the	 end	 God	 will	 punish	 the	 people	 and	 the	 nations	 that	 have
executed	this	oppression	and	persecution.	The	prophet	makes	this	very	clear	in:

Zechariah	2:8	For	thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	“He	sent	Me	after	glory,	to	the
nations	 which	 plunder	 you;	 for	 he	 who	 touches	 you	 touches	 the	 apple	 of	 His
eye.”

If	 Israel	 continues	 to	 obey	 the	 LORD,	 God	 will	 fight	 for	 them	 if	 they	 are
attacked	by	enemies.	The	LORD	already	promised	that	in	Leviticus	26:7-8.	Even
though	 they	 would	 fight	 with	 only	 a	 hundred	 men	 against	 ten	 thousand,	 the
LORD	will	still	preserve	His	people.

The	people	of	 Israel	 remain	God’s	chosen	people.	His	 first	 love,	His	 first-born
Son,	the	apple	of	His	eye.	An	eye	is	a	tender	and	delicate	instrument;	everybody
should	take	that	into	consideration.	Chosen–and	thus	saved?	No,	that	is	not	the
meaning	 of	 the	 ‘chosenness’	 of	 the	 people	 of	 Israel.	 The	 LORD	 is	 very	 clear
about	that.	Only	those	whose	heart	has	been	circumcised	will	be	saved.	Through
their	 unbelief	 they	 have	 not	 been	 able	 to	 enter.	 Jew	 and	 Gentile	 can	 only	 be
saved	on	the	basis	of	the	sacrifice	of	and	faith	in	the	Messiah	Jesus.	The	Tanakh
sacrifices	also	relate	to	the	sacrifice	made	by	the	Messiah	Jesus.



In	 Zechariah	 12,	 the	 LORD	 tells	 about	 the	 ultimate	 consequence	 of	 hatred
against	 Israel.	 At	 a	 certain	moment,	 by	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation,	 this
hatred	will	come	to	a	head.

Zechariah	12:2	Behold,	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	cup	of	drunkenness	to	all	 the
surrounding	peoples,	when	they	lay	siege	against	Judah	and	Jerusalem.	3	And	it
shall	happen	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	very	heavy	stone	 for	all
peoples;	 all	 who	would	 heave	 it	 away	will	 surely	 be	 cut	 in	 pieces,	 though	 all
nations	of	the	earth	are	gathered	against	it.

Also	in	the	story	of	Esther,	it	appears	that	the	LORD	punishes	the	hatred	against
the	 Jewish	 nation.	 As	 a	 commemoration,	 the	 Jews	 still	 celebrate	 Purim.
Remarkable	 are	 the	words	 spoken	 by	Haman’s	wife	 and	 his	wise	men	 to	 him
about	his	action	against	the	Jews.	This	should	be	a	lesson	for	everyone	preparing
actions	against	Jews:

Esther	6:13	When	Haman	told	his	wife	Zeresh	and	all	his	friends	everything	that
had	 happened	 to	 him,	 his	 wise	 men	 and	 his	 wife	 Zeresh	 said	 to	 him,	 “If
Mordecai,	before	whom	you	have	begun	to	fall,	is	of	Jewish	descent,	you	will	not
prevail	against	him	but	will	surely	fall	before	him.”

See	Esther	3:5-11.

Esther	7:3	Then	Queen	Esther	answered	and	said,	“If	I	have	found	favor	in	your
sight,	O	king,	and	 if	 it	pleases	 the	king,	 let	my	 life	be	given	me	at	my	petition,
and	my	people	at	my	request.	4	For	we	have	been	sold,	my	people	and	I,	to	be
destroyed,	 to	 be	 killed,	 and	 to	 be	 annihilated.	Had	we	 been	 sold	 as	male	 and
female	 slaves,	 I	 would	 have	 held	my	 tongue,	 although	 the	 enemy	 could	 never
compensate	 for	 the	 king’s	 loss.”	 5	 So	 King	 Ahasuerus	 answered	 and	 said	 to
Queen	Esther,	“Who	is	he,	and	where	is	he,	who	would	dare	presume	in	his	heart
to	 do	 such	 a	 thing?”	 6	 And	 Esther	 said,	 “The	 adversary	 and	 enemy	 is	 this
wicked	Haman!”	So	Haman	was	terrified	before	the	king	and	queen.	7	Then	the
king	 arose	 in	 his	 wrath	 from	 the	 banquet	 of	 wine	 and	 went	 into	 the	 palace
garden;	but	Haman	stood	before	Queen	Esther,	pleading	for	his	life,	for	he	saw
that	evil	was	determined	against	him	by	the	king.

In	 the	messianic	Psalm	2,	 the	hatred	of	 the	nations	against	 the	LORD	and	His
Anointed	 is	 clearly	 described.	 God	 indicates	 that	 He	 has	 the	 final	 say	 in	 the
matter,	and	will	ultimately	punish	the	nations	in	His	wrath.

Psalm	2:1	Why	 do	 the	 nations	 rage,	 and	 the	 people	 plot	 a	 vain	 thing?	 2	 The



kings	of	 the	earth	set	 themselves,	and	 the	rulers	 take	counsel	 together,	against
the	 LORD	 and	 against	 His	 Anointed,	 saying,	 3	 “Let	 us	 break	 Their	 bonds	 in
pieces	and	cast	away	Their	cords	from	us.”	4	He	who	sits	 in	the	heavens	shall
laugh;	the	LORD	shall	hold	them	in	derision.	5	Then	He	shall	speak	to	them	in
His	wrath,	and	distress	them	in	His	deep	displeasure.

But	the	LORD	is	longsuffering	and	wants	everybody	to	come	to	repentance.	He
is	slow	to	wrath.	The	apostle	Peter	says	the	following	to	us,	also	with	a	view	to
the	day	of	the	LORD	when	He	will	settle	scores	with	all	His	enemies:

2Peter	 3:9	 The	 Lord	 is	 not	 slack	 concerning	 His	 promise,	 as	 some	 count
slackness,	but	is	longsuffering	toward	us,	not	willing	that	any	should	perish	but
that	all	should	come	to	repentance.

Even	 today,	 the	 prophet	 Zephaniah	makes	 clear	 to	 us	 that	 people	 and	 nations
must	not	reproach,	make	arrogant	threats	against	the	LORD’s	chosen	people,	nor
persecute	 them.	This	warning	still	holds	 today.	Sooner	or	 later,	 the	LORD	will
come	back	to	it.	Unless	people	come	to	repentance	and	confess	their	sins	against
Israel	and	the	LORD:

Zephaniah	 2:8	 “I	 have	 heard	 the	 reproach	 of	 Moab,	 and	 the	 insults	 of	 the
people	 of	 Ammon,	 with	 which	 they	 have	 reproached	 My	 people,	 and	 made
arrogant	threats	against	their	borders.	9	Therefore,	as	I	live,”	says	the	LORD	of
hosts,	 the	God	of	 Israel,	“Surely	Moab	shall	be	 like	Sodom,	and	 the	people	of
Ammon	 like	 Gomorrah–overrun	 with	 weeds	 and	 saltpits,	 and	 a	 perpetual
desolation.	The	residue	of	My	people	shall	plunder	them,	and	the	remnant	of	My
people	shall	possess	them.”	10	This	they	shall	have	for	their	pride,	because	they
have	reproached	and	made	arrogant	threats	against	the	people	of	the	LORD	of
hosts.	11	The	LORD	will	be	awesome	to	them,	for	He	will	reduce	to	nothing	all
the	gods	of	the	earth;	people	shall	worship	Him,	each	one	from	his	place,	indeed
all	the	shores	of	the	nations.

Anti-Semitism

How	did	anti-Semitism	originate?	It	originated	with	satan.	Satan	is	God’s	great
opponent.	 He	 hates	 God,	 and	 he	 hates	 God’s	 people.	 He	 hates	 God’s	 chosen
people	of	Israel	as	well	as	the	believers	from	the	Gentiles.

Anti-Semitism–hatred	 against	 the	 Jewish	 nation–can	 reveal	 itself	 in	 various
ways.	Sometimes	in	a	very	brutal	and	lethal	manner,	sometimes	it	is	very	subtle
and	more	or	less	veiled.	Maybe	sometimes	unconsciously,	but	yet…



We	can	distinguish	anti-Semitism	in	three	categories	that	are	directed:

against	life;

against	material	possessions,	(movable	and	immovable)	property;

against	God’s	promises.

Against	life

This	means	people	are	out	 for	someone’s	blood.	 In	 the	past	we	have	seen	 this,
for	 example,	 during	 the	Crusades	 in	 Jerusalem,	 during	 the	 pogroms	 in	Worms
(12,000	 dead),	 Chmielnitski	 (1648-1649:100,000	 dead),	 and	 during	 Hitler’s
regime	 (1933-1945:	 6,000,000	 dead).	 So	much	more	 has	 happened,	 but	 I	 just
mention	a	few	of	the	major	historic	facts.	The	Roman	Catholic	Church	did	not
offer	protection	to	the	Jews,	though	it	did	state	that	Jews	were	not	to	be	killed.

Against	material	possessions

Usually	this	accompanies	deportation	and	killing.	Most	Jews	were	driven	out	of
their	 country	 of	 Israel,	 losing	 their	 land	 and	 other	 possessions	 which	 were
confiscated.

In	 the	 past,	many	 Jews	were	 ousted	 out	 of	England	 (1290),	 France	 (1306	 and
1394),	Hungary	(1349-1360),	Austria	(1421),	Spain	(1492)	and	Portugal	(1497).
They	were	left	the	choice	to	either	convert	to	Christianity	or	to	leave	the	country,
usually	this	meant	leaving	behind	their	possessions.

In	1945,	many	Jews	who	had	survived	the	Holocaust	even	had	difficulty	getting
their	possessions	back,	also	in	our	country	(The	Netherlands).	Not	too	long	ago,
in	 1948	 and	 later,	many	 Jews	 (800,000)	 fled	Arabic	 countries,	 leaving	 behind
their	possessions.

It	 is	 Islam’s	 intention	 to	 create	 a	 world	 order	 without	 Israel	 (Ahmadinejad,
trailblazer	of	 the	 twelfth	 imam,	the	Muslim	Messiah,	who	wants	 to	wipe	Israel
off	the	map).

Against	the	divine	promises	for	Israel

This	 form	 of	 anti-Semitism	 is	much	more	 subtle	 than	 the	 first	 two	mentioned
above.

It	began	to	take	final	shape	by	the	Church	father	Augustine.	He	denied	a	literal



fulfilling	 of	 Revelation	 20.	 The	 Millennium,	 according	 to	 Augustine,	 will	 be
from	the	Day	of	Pentecost	up	to	the	Resurrection,	so	almost	two	thousand	years
by	now.	Before	him,	however,	other	Church	fathers	had	devised	these	unbiblical
thoughts.

Justin	 the	 Martyr	 (110-165)	 maintained	 that	 the	 covenant	 between	 God	 and
Israel	was	no	longer	valid.	Clement	of	Alexandria	(150-215)	is	considered	to	be
the	 founding	 father	 of	 the	 replacement	 theology.	 Tertullian	 (150-240)	 accused
the	 Jews	 of	 having	 killed	 Jesus.	 Origen	 (185-	 253)	 maintained	 that	 God’s
Covenant	with	Israel	had	been	replaced	by	the	New	Covenant.	The	Jews	would
be	punished.	In	his	Historia	Ecclesiastica,	Eusebius	wrote	that	the	promises	and
blessings	 from	 the	 Tanakh	 now	 hold	 for	 the	 Church,	 and	 that	 the	 curses	 will
strike	 the	 Jewish	 nation.	 John	 Chrysostom	 (347-407)	 spoke	 ill	 of	 the	 Jews.
Under	 the	 leadership	of	 this	bishop,	 a	 synagogue	was	destroyed	 in	Collinicum
(North	Syria)	in	388.	According	to	Ambrose,	this	was	a	justifiable	action.

All	these	Church	fathers	maintained	that	the	Church	had	come	in	Israel’s	place.
This	 view	 received	 standing	 in	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church,	 and	 was	 not
adjusted	by	the	Reformation.

In	the	year	313,	Constantine	the	Great	(280-337)	made	an	end	to	the	persecution
of	Christians,	but	things	didn’t	improve	for	the	Jews–among	other	things	due	to
anti-Jewish	council	decisions.

Even	today,	this	doctrine	is	still	existing	to	its	full	extent	in	the	Roman	Catholic
Church.	 See	 an	 article	 by	 journalist	 Hubert	 Luns	 (R.C.)	 in	 the	 magazine
Profetisch	 Perspectief	 (Prophetic	 Perspective,	 number	 77,	 Winter	 2012.)	 The
Roman	Catholic	Church	considered	itself	to	be	a	continuation	of	the	synagogue.
In	this	view,	the	promises	for	Israel	must	be	explained	spiritually	as	being	for	the
Church,	since	there	would	no	longer	be	a	future	for	Israel.

Luther	and	Erasmus	held	 the	 same	view.	See	Luther’s	document	 ‘On	 the	 Jews
and	their	lies’.	With	approval,	Hitler	quoted	Luther’s	document.

John	Calvin	was	somewhat	more	moderate-minded	in	his	statements,	but	he	too
did	not	see	a	future	for	the	people	of	Israel	in	its	entirety.	According	to	him,	with
the	people	of	Israel	in	the	Tanakh	it	only	involved	the	chosen	ones.	After	Christ’s
coming,	the	chosen	ones	can	also	be	found	among	the	Gentiles–and	thus	Israel’s
special	 part	 in	 the	 history	 of	 salvation	 has	 simply	 been	 played	 out.	 From	 a
religious	 point	 of	 view,	 Calvin	 has	 no	 particular	 expectations	 for	 Israel	 as	 a



nation.	The	difference	between	the	‘Old’	and	the	‘New’	Covenant	is	specifically
found	in	that,	before	Christ’s	coming,	the	chosen	ones	could	be	found	only	in	the
people	 of	 Israel,	 whereas	 after	 Christ’s	 coming	 they	 could	 be	 found	 in	 any
nation,	including	Israel.	Calvin’s	influence	is	still	clearly	visible	in	the	Reformed
Churches.	The	marginal	notes	in	the	Dutch	Statenvertaling	(Authorized	Version,
1637)	and	the	headings	of	specific	chapters/pericopes	demonstrate	this	clearly.

A	person	can	be	dedicated	to	the	replacement	theology,	without	having	a	hatred
against	the	Jewish	people.	However,	experience	has	taught	that	this	replacement
theology	often	leads	to	discrimination,	persecution	and	hatred.	It	is	held	against
the	 Jews	 that	 they	 have	 crucified	 the	 Christ.	 In	 a	 poem,	 the	 Dutch	 poet	 and
theologian	Jacob	Revius	 (1586-1658)	says,	 ‘It’s	not	 the	Jews,	Lord	Jesus,	who
crucified	you,	but	 it	 is	 I	myself,	because	of	my	sins.’	One	could	also	call	 it	an
attempt	to	steal	the	divine	promises	for	Israel.

Furthermore–and	 this	makes	 things	worse–one	makes	God	a	 liar.	 In	His	Word,
God	says	that	His	promises	made	to	the	fathers,	are	everlasting.	No,	those	people
will	 argue,	 that’s	 not	 true;	 those	 promises	 are	 not	 valid	 anymore	 these	 days.
However,	with	 this	book	I’m	 trying	 to	prove	 that	all	God’s	promises	 for	 Israel
are	actually	valid.

Also	 in	 this	 time	 and	 age,	 replacement	 theology	 is	 still	 fully	 present	 in	 the
Churches.	This	is	uttered	not	only	in	theology,	but	also	in	their	attitude	towards
the	current	Israel.	Church	groups	incite	people	to	boycott	Israel	and	make	a	stand
for	the	Palestinian	terrorist	organizations.

At	times	it	is	argued	that,	if	we	do	not	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	the	Jewish	nation,
this	 would	 be	 the	 worst	 form	 of	 anti-Semitism,	 since	 we	 would	 withhold	 the
most	 important	 thing	from	them.	In	my	opinion,	 this	view	is	not	correct.	Anti-
Semitism	can	be	expressed	in	various	ways,	gross	and	subtle.	I	have	explained
this	above.

The	 apostle	 Paul	 clearly	 shows	 the	 attitude	 a	 Christian/believer	 should	 have
towards	 the	 Jewish	 people.	 Then	 one	 shouldn’t	 be	 ashamed	 of	 the	 Gospel.
According	to	Paul,	our	first	 thought	should	be	for	 them.	If	not,	we	disobey	the
biblical	command.	If	we	do	have	the	opportunity	but	do	not	seize	it,	it	is	a	sinful
omission.

But	who	should	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	them?	Which	doctrine	is	correct?	Which
doctrine	is	without	error?	The	Roman,	the	Reformed,	the	Lutheran,	the	Eastern-



Orthodox,	 the	 Evangelical	 or	 the	 Baptist	 doctrine?	 Or	maybe	 some	American
sect?	 The	 majority–or	 practically	 all–of	 these	 Churches	 still	 adhere	 to	 the
replacement	 theology.	 Is	 it	good	 that	all	 sorts	of	Churches	have	possessions	 in
holy,	important	places	in	Israel?	Shouldn’t	they	have	returned	them?

Christians	must	arouse	the	envy	of	Jewish	people.	They	must	love	them	as	their
elder	brother,	for	they	are	the	race	in	which	Christians	have	been	grafted.	And	in
this	 trunk	 (olive	 tree)	 they	 (the	 Jews)	will	 themselves	be	grafted	 again.	 If	 you
have	the	opportunity	and	they	appreciate	it,	it	is	a	token	of	love	to	give	them	a
complete	Bible,	the	Tanakh	and	the	New	Testament.

A	 more	 direct	 form	 of	 spiritual	 theft	 is	 infant	 baptism.	 In	 the	 baptismal
ceremony,	 it	 is	 put	 that	 infant	 baptism	 has	 replaced	 circumcision.	 However,
circumcision	 is	 an	 ordinance	 that	 the	 LORD	 gave	 to	 Abraham	 to	 be	 an
everlasting	 ordinance.	 In	 this	 way,	 one	 also	 tries	 to	 appropriate	 the	 covenant
made	by	the	LORD	with	Abraham	and	his	descendants.

The	 cause	 of	 this	 fallacy	 is	 found	 in	 the	 fact	 that	 one	 is	 not	 in	 sight	 of	 the
position	 of	 the	 NT	 Church.	 The	 Church	 has	 a	 heavenly	 destination,	 Israel	 an
earthly	destination.	The	Messiah	 is/will	 become	King	of	 Israel.	The	Church	 is
the	 Body	 of	 Christ,	 with	 Him	 being	 the	 Head.	 Later	 on	 in	 this	 book	 I	 will
elaborate	on	this.

In	the	present	days,	we	see	more	and	more	countries	and	nations	turning	against
Israel.	 The	 number	 of	 resolutions	 that	 are	 passed	 against	 Israel	 in	 certain	UN
bodies	 is	 still	 increasing,	 and	will	 increase	 even	more.	Yes,	 there	will	 come	 a
time	that	the	nations	will	march	towards	Jerusalem	to	fight	against	the	city.	This
will	be	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	But	it	will	come	to	no	good	for	those
peoples.	For	 at	 that	point	 the	Messiah	will	 return	 and	His	people	will	 triumph
over	all	its	enemies.

Zechariah	14:12	And	this	shall	be	the	plague	with	which	the	LORD	will	strike
all	 the	 people	 who	 fought	 against	 Jerusalem:	 Their	 flesh	 shall	 dissolve	 while
they	 stand	 on	 their	 feet,	 their	 eyes	 shall	 dissolve	 in	 their	 sockets,	 and	 their
tongues	shall	dissolve	in	their	mouths.	13	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	a
great	panic	from	the	LORD	will	be	among	them.	Everyone	will	seize	the	hand	of
his	neighbor,	and	raise	his	hand	against	his	neighbor’s	hand;	14	Judah	also	will
fight	 at	 Jerusalem.	 And	 the	 wealth	 of	 all	 the	 surrounding	 nations	 shall	 be
gathered	 together:	Gold,	 silver,	and	apparel	 in	great	abundance.	15	Such	also
shall	be	the	plague	on	the	horse	and	the	mule,	on	the	camel	and	the	donkey,	and



on	all	the	cattle	that	will	be	in	those	camps.	So	shall	this	plague	be.



19.	Abraham	/	Israel	the	servant	of
the	Lord
In	Leviticus	25:55,	the	LORD	calls	the	children	of	Israel	His	servants.

In	Isaiah	41,	Israel	is	called	the	servant	of	the	Lord–chosen	by	the	LORD	from
all	nations	of	the	earth	and	descendants	of	God’s	friend	Abraham.	Despite	all	the
sins	Israel	committed,	God	did	not	reject	the	nation;	it	says	so	explicitly.

The	reason	why	God	elected	Israel,	 is	 told	 to	us	 in	Isaiah	49.	God	wants	 to	be
glorified,	and	He	will	be	glorified	by	Israel.	But	in	this	same	chapter	in	Isaiah,
the	 LORD	 makes	 it	 clear	 how	 He	 will	 be	 glorified.	 From	 Israel’s	 seed,	 the
Messiah,	the	Servant,	will	glorify	the	LORD.	He	will	not	only	raise	up	the	tribes
of	 Israel	 again	 and	 bring	 back	 those	 people	 that	 are	 kept	 by	 the	 LORD.	 This
Servant,	the	Messiah,	will	not	only	be	a	blessing	to	the	people	of	Israel,	but	also
a	light	for	the	Gentiles,	the	other	nations.	This	Servant	will	justify	many	people
and	He	will	carry	their	sins	(on	the	cross).	There	are	many	other	texts	that	speak
of	the	Messiah,	the	Servant	of	the	LORD.

Isaiah	41:8	“But	you,	 Israel,	are	My	servant,	Jacob	whom	I	have	chosen,	The
descendants	of	Abraham	My	friend.	9	You	whom	I	have	taken	from	the	ends	of
the	 earth,	 And	 called	 from	 its	 farthest	 regions,	 And	 said	 to	 you,	 ‘You	 are	My
servant,	I	have	chosen	you	and	have	not	cast	you	away’.”

Isaiah	49:3	“And	He	said	to	me,	‘You	are	My	servant,	O	Israel,	in	whom	I	will
be	glorified.’	4	Then	I	said,	‘I	have	labored	in	vain,	I	have	spent	my	strength	for
nothing	and	in	vain;	yet	surely	my	just	reward	is	with	the	LORD,	and	my	work
with	my	God.’	5	And	now	the	LORD	says,	Who	formed	Me	from	the	womb	to	be
His	Servant,	to	bring	Jacob	back	to	Him,	so	that	Israel	is	gathered	to	Him	(For	I
shall	be	glorious	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD,	And	My	God	shall	be	My	strength),	6
indeed	He	says,	‘It	is	too	small	a	thing	that	You	should	be	My	Servant	to	raise	up
the	tribes	of	Jacob,	and	to	restore	the	preserved	ones	of	Israel;	I	will	also	give
You	as	a	light	to	the	Gentiles,	that	You	should	be	My	salvation	to	the	ends	of	the
earth.’	7	Thus	says	 the	LORD,	 the	Redeemer	of	 Israel,	 their	Holy	One,	 to	Him
whom	man	despises,	 to	Him	whom	the	nation	abhors,	 to	 the	Servant	of	rulers:
“Kings	 shall	 see	 and	 arise,	 princes	 also	 shall	 worship,	 because	 of	 the	 LORD
who	is	faithful,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel;	and	He	has	chosen	You.”



Isaiah	52:13	Behold,	My	Servant	shall	deal	prudently;	He	shall	be	exalted	and
extolled	and	be	very	high.

Isaiah	 53:11	 He	 shall	 see	 the	 labor	 of	 His	 soul,	 and	 be	 satisfied.	 By	 His
knowledge	 My	 righteous	 Servant	 shall	 justify	 many,	 For	 He	 shall	 bear	 their
iniquities.

Ezekiel	37:24	David	My	servant	shall	be	king	over	them,	and	they	shall	all	have
one	 shepherd;	 they	 shall	 also	walk	 in	My	 judgments	 and	observe	My	 statutes,
and	do	them.

Zechariah	3:8	Hear,	O	Joshua,	the	high	priest,	you	and	your	companions	who
sit	before	you,	for	they	are	a	wondrous	sign;	for	behold,	I	am	bringing	forth	My
Servant	the	BRANCH.

There	are	also	specific	persons	in	the	Bible	who	are	called	God’s	servant.	Think
of	 Abraham,	 Jacob,	 Job	 and	 David.	 In	 a	 certain	 sense,	 they	 are	 types	 of	 the
Messiah.	Abraham	calls	himself	God’s	servant	in:

Genesis	18:1	Then	the	LORD	appeared	to	him	by	the	terebinth	trees	of	Mamre,
as	he	was	sitting	in	the	tent	door	in	the	heat	of	 the	day.	2	So	he	lifted	his	eyes
and	looked,	and	behold,	three	men	were	standing	by	him;	and	when	he	saw	them,
he	ran	from	the	tent	door	to	meet	them,	and	bowed	himself	to	the	ground,	3	and
said,	“My	Lord,	if	I	have	now	found	favor	in	Your	sight,	do	not	pass	on	by	Your
servant.”

The	apostle	James	says	in	2:23	that	Abraham	has	been	called	God’s	friend.

Numbers	12:7	Not	so	with	My	servant	Moses;	He	is	faithful	in	all	My	house.

The	LORD	also	speaks	about	David	as	His	servant	in:

2Samuel	3:18	Now	then,	do	it!	For	the	LORD	has	spoken	of	David,	saying,	‘By
the	hand	of	My	servant	David,	I	will	save	My	people	Israel	from	the	hand	of	the
Philistines	and	the	hand	of	all	their	enemies.’

In	 the	book	of	Job	(Chapter	42),	 the	LORD	speaks	about	 ‘Job	My	servant’.	 In
his	suffering,	Job	was	a	type	of	the	Messiah.	Job	was	righteous	before	God.	God
did	not	make	him	suffer	because	of	his	sins.

Job	42:8	Now	therefore,	 take	 for	yourselves	seven	bulls	and	seven	rams,	go	 to
My	 servant	 Job,	 and	offer	 up	 for	 yourselves	 a	 burnt	 offering;	 and	My	 servant
Job	shall	pray	for	you.	For	I	will	accept	him,	lest	I	deal	with	you	according	to



your	folly;	because	you	have	not	spoken	of	Me	what	is	right,	as	My	servant	Job
has.

The	 NT	 confirms	 that	 the	 Messiah	 is	 the	 promised	 Servant	 of	 the	 LORD.
Through	His	servitude,	His	sacrifice	on	the	cross,	He	gave	the	LORD	all	honor
that	we	people	have	withheld	from	Him.

Luke	1:54	He	has	helped	His	servant	Israel,	in	remembrance	of	His	mercy,	55
as	He	spoke	to	our	fathers,	to	Abraham	and	to	his	seed	forever.

Luke	2:30	For	my	eyes	have	seen	Your	salvation	31	which	You	have	prepared
before	the	face	of	all	peoples,	32	a	light	to	bring	revelation	to	the	Gentiles,	and
the	glory	of	Your	people	Israel.

John	4:22	You	worship	what	you	do	not	know;	we	know	what	we	worship,	 for
salvation	is	of	the	Jews.

Romans	 15:8	 Now	 I	 say	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 has	 become	 a	 servant	 to	 the
circumcision	for	the	truth	of	God,	to	confirm	the	promises	made	to	the	fathers,	9
and	that	the	Gentiles	might	glorify	God	for	His	mercy,	as	it	is	written:	“For	this
reason	I	will	confess	to	You	among	the	Gentiles,	And	sing	to	Your	name.”



20.	Israel,	the	Lord´s	anointed
That	Israel	is	the	anointed	of	the	LORD,	can	be	read	in	Psalm	105:14-15	where
the	psalmist	states	words	that	God	has	spoken:

14	He	permitted	no	one	to	do	them	wrong;	Yes,	He	rebuked	kings	for	their	sakes,
15	saying,	“Do	not	touch	My	anointed	ones,	and	do	My	prophets	no	harm.”

In	the	Tanakh,	we	can	read	many	examples	where	the	LORD	offered	protection
and	salvation	to	people	because	they	were	chosen	by	Him.	The	literal	anointing
was	applied	to	kings	and	prophets.	In	Exodus	19:6,	the	LORD	says	Israel	must
be	 a	 priestly	 kingdom	and	 a	 holy	 nation.	 Israel	 is	 figuratively	 anointed	by	 the
LORD	to	be	a	priestly	and	holy	nation:

Exodus	 19:5	 ‘Now	 therefore,	 if	 you	 will	 indeed	 obey	My	 voice	 and	 keep	My
covenant,	then	you	shall	be	a	special	treasure	to	Me	above	all	people;	for	all	the
earth	is	Mine.	6	And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.

Priests	 are	 always	 anointed	 priests.	 In	 its	 totality,	 Israel	 has	 not	 yet	 been	 a
priestly	kingdom,	but	 this	will	 surely	happen	 in	 the	 future.	The	prophet	 Isaiah
speaks	about	it	in:

Isaiah	 61:5	 Strangers	 shall	 stand	 and	 feed	 your	 flocks,	 and	 the	 sons	 of	 the
foreigner	 shall	 be	 your	 plowmen	 and	 your	 vinedressers.	 6	 But	 you	 shall	 be
named	the	priests	of	the	LORD,	they	shall	call	you	the	servants	of	our	God.	You
shall	eat	the	riches	of	the	Gentiles,	and	in	their	glory	you	shall	boast.

When	will	this	happen?	That’s	also	foretold.	When	the	Messiah	Jesus	returns	to
the	 earth,	He	will	 be	King	 of	 Israel.	 Then	 the	 Israelites	will	 be	 the	Messiah’s
servants.	 In	 the	 days	 of	 the	Tanakh,	 priests,	 prophets	 and	kings	 of	 Israel	were
anointed	 servants	 of	 God!	 The	 high	 priest	 was	 anointed	 with	 an	 everlasting
anointing:

Exodus	40:15	You	shall	anoint	them,	as	you	anointed	their	father,	that	they	may
minister	 to	 Me	 as	 priests;	 for	 their	 anointing	 shall	 surely	 be	 an	 everlasting
priesthood	throughout	their	generations.

This	everlasting	priestly	office	will	be	fulfilled	by	the	Messiah	Jesus	(Hebrews
7:24).	See	also	Leviticus	7:35;	Leviticus	8:12;	1Samuel	16:13;	1Kings	1:35,39.



The	Messiah	is	the	ANOINTED	of	the	LORD

During	 the	 days	 of	 His	 first	 appearance	 in	 the	 synagogue	 in	 Israel,	 the	 Lord
Jesus	gave	in	advance	a	testimony	of	His	identity–a	testimony	that	was	recorded
in	Luke	4:

Luke	4:18	The	Spirit	of	the	LORD	is	upon	Me,	because	He	has	anointed	Me	to
preach	 the	 gospel	 to	 the	 poor;	 He	 has	 sent	Me	 to	 heal	 the	 brokenhearted,	 to
proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives	and	recovery	of	sight	to	the	blind,	to	set	at	liberty
those	who	are	oppressed.

Jesus	referred	here	to	the	words	prophesied	about	Him	by	the	prophet	Isaiah:

Isaiah	 61:1	The	 Spirit	 of	 the	 Lord	GOD	 is	 upon	Me,	 because	 the	 LORD	 has
anointed	Me	 to	 preach	 good	 tidings	 to	 the	 poor;	 He	 has	 sent	Me	 to	 heal	 the
brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives,	and	the	opening	of	the	prison
to	those	who	are	bound.

The	first	Church,	gathered	in	Jerusalem,	is	praying	(Acts	4:26-27),	together	with
the	apostles	Peter	and	John,	 to	God	 to	help	and	assist	 them	 in	 their	 tribulation
and	persecution.	In	their	prayers,	they	are	referring	to	Psalm	2.

Acts	4:26	“‘The	kings	of	the	earth	took	their	stand,	and	the	rulers	were	gathered
together	against	 the	LORD	and	against	His	Christ.’	27	For	 truly	against	Your
holy	Servant	Jesus,	whom	You	anointed,	both	Herod	and	Pontius	Pilate,	with	the
Gentiles	and	the	people	of	Israel,	were	gathered	together.”

In	Acts	10,	the	apostle	Peter	briefly	tells	to	Cornelius	and	to	all	that	belonged	to
his	household	the	essential	points	from	the	life	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.	Peter	points
out	 that	 God	 anointed	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 with	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 You	 can	 find	 this
event	in	Luke	3:22.

Acts	 10:37	 that	 word	 you	 know,	 which	was	 proclaimed	 throughout	 all	 Judea,
and	 began	 from	Galilee	 after	 the	 baptism	which	 John	 preached:	 38	 how	God
anointed	Jesus	of	Nazareth	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	power,	who	went	about
doing	good	and	healing	all	who	were	oppressed	by	the	devil,	for	God	was	with
Him.

To	the	LORD,	Israel	must	be	a	priestly	nation,	a	holy	nation.	However,	there	is	a
condition	 attached	 to	 it.	 The	 people	 must	 obey	 God	 and	 keep	 His	 covenant.
Unfortunately,	 they	 do	 not	 keep	 the	 latter.	 Israel	 breaks	 the	 covenant.
Nevertheless,	God	promises	 that	He	will	 conclude	a	New	Covenant.	This	new



covenant	is	based	on	the	blood	of	the	Messiah	Jesus,	Who	died	for	the	sins	of	all
who	partake	in	the	New	Covenant.	So	far,	the	larger	part	of	Israel	has	dismissed
this	new	covenant.	That	 is	why	that	new	covenant	was	offered	 to	 the	Gentiles,
with	 the	 Jewish	 believers	 who	 had	 not	 dismissed	 the	 new	 covenant,	 as
intermediaries.	 The	 apostle	 Peter	 also	 calls	 them	 who	 partake	 in	 that	 new
covenant,	a	kingly	priesthood,	a	holy	nation:

1Peter	2:9	But	you	are	a	chosen	generation,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,
His	own	special	people,	 that	you	may	proclaim	 the	praises	of	Him	who	called
you	out	of	darkness	into	His	marvelous	light.

At	the	end	of	times,	a	certain	part	of	the	Jewish	nation	will,	according	to	God’s
promise,	partake	in	that	new	covenant.	The	apostle	Paul	speaks	about	this	in:

Romans	11:25	For	I	do	not	desire,	brethren,	that	you	should	be	ignorant	of	this
mystery,	lest	you	should	be	wise	in	your	own	opinion,	that	blindness	in	part	has
happened	to	Israel	until	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in.	26	And	so	all
Israel	will	be	saved,	as	it	is	written:	“The	Deliverer	will	come	out	of	Zion,	and
He	will	turn	away	ungodliness	from	Jacob;	27	for	this	is	My	covenant	with	them,
when	I	take	away	their	sins.”

See	also	Isaiah	59:20,	Jeremiah	50:20;	Ezekiel	36:25-29.



21.	Israel,	the	LORD´s	beloved
Israel	was–and	 is–the	LORD’s	chosen	people,	 and	will	 always	 remain	 so.	The
LORD	is	faithful	to	the	covenant	He	made	with	Abraham.	But	Israel	broke	that
covenant,	 didn’t	 it?	 In	 Isaiah	 24:5	 we	 read	 that	 Israel	 destroyed	 the	 eternal
covenant.	Yes,	through	disobedience	Israel	broke	the	covenant	on	her	side.	From
His	side,	God	did	not	destroy	the	covenant,	since	He	has	sworn	by	Himself	that
it	will	be	an	everlasting	covenant.	How	big	and	unfathomable	is	God’s	love	for
His	people!	They	are	punished	by	God	out	of	 love	and	oppressed	due	 to	 their
disobedience,	 but	 the	 apostle	 Paul	 says	 that	 the	 people	 will	 not	 be	 disowned.
God	promises	that	Israel	will	again	become	His	glory.	He	will	give	His	salvation
in	Zion.	God	will	not	delay	in	bringing	His	righteousness	near	(Isaiah	46:13).

Exodus	 19:5	 ‘Now	 therefore,	 if	 you	 will	 indeed	 obey	My	 voice	 and	 keep	My
covenant,	then	you	shall	be	a	special	treasure	to	Me	above	all	people;	for	all	the
earth	is	Mine.	6	And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.

Deuteronomy	4:37	And	because	He	loved	your	fathers,	therefore	He	chose	their
descendants	 after	 them;	 and	He	 brought	 you	 out	 of	 Egypt	 with	His	 Presence,
with	His	mighty	power.

Deuteronomy	 7:7	 The	 LORD	 did	 not	 set	 His	 love	 on	 you	 nor	 choose	 you
because	you	were	more	in	number	than	any	other	people,	for	you	were	the	least
of	all	peoples;	8	but	because	the	LORD	loves	you,	and	because	He	would	keep
the	oath	which	He	swore	to	your	fathers,	the	LORD	has	brought	you	out	with	a
mighty	 hand,	 and	 redeemed	 you	 from	 the	 house	 of	 bondage,	 from	 the	 hand	 of
Pharaoh	king	of	Egypt.

Deuteronomy	 10:15	The	 LORD	 delighted	 only	 in	 your	 fathers,	 to	 love	 them;
and	He	chose	 their	descendants	after	 them,	you	above	all	peoples,	as	 it	 is	 this
day.

2Samuel	 7:23	And	who	 is	 like	 Your	 people,	 like	 Israel,	 the	 one	 nation	 on	 the
earth	whom	God	went	to	redeem	for	Himself	as	a	people,	to	make	for	Himself	a
name–and	 to	 do	 for	 Yourself	 great	 and	 awesome	 deeds	 for	 Your	 land–before
Your	people	whom	You	redeemed	for	Yourself	from	Egypt,	the	nations,	and	their
gods?	24	For	You	have	made	Your	people	Israel	Your	very	own	people	forever;
and	You,	LORD,	have	become	their	God.



Psalm	44:3	For	they	did	not	gain	possession	of	the	land	by	their	own	sword,	nor
did	their	own	arm	save	them;	but	it	was	Your	right	hand,	Your	arm,	and	the	light
of	Your	countenance,	because	You	favored	them.

Isaiah	43:4	Since	you	were	precious	in	My	sight,	You	have	been	honored,	And	I
have	loved	you;	Therefore	I	will	give	men	for	you,	And	people	for	your	life.

Isaiah	 45:17	 But	 Israel	 shall	 be	 saved	 by	 the	 LORD	 with	 an	 everlasting
salvation;	you	shall	not	be	ashamed	or	disgraced	forever	and	ever.

Isaiah	54:8	With	a	 little	wrath	I	hid	My	 face	 from	you	 for	a	moment;	but	with
everlasting	kindness	I	will	have	mercy	on	you,”	says	the	LORD,	your	Redeemer.

Jeremiah	31:3	The	LORD	has	appeared	of	old	to	me,	saying:	“Yes,	I	have	loved
you	with	an	everlasting	love;	therefore	with	lovingkindness	I	have	drawn	you.”

Hosea	11:4	I	drew	them	with	gentle	cords,	with	bands	of	love,	and	I	was	to	them
as	those	who	take	the	yoke	from	their	neck.	I	stooped	and	fed	them.

Amos	3:2	“You	only	have	I	known	of	all	the	families	of	the	earth;	therefore	I	will
punish	you	for	all	your	iniquities.”

Zephanja	3:17	The	LORD	your	God	in	your	midst,	the	Mighty	One,	will	save;
He	will	rejoice	over	you	with	gladness,	He	will	quiet	you	with	His	love,	He	will
rejoice	over	you	with	singing.

Malachi	1:2	“I	have	 loved	 you,”	 says	 the	LORD.	“Yet	 you	 say,	 ‘In	what	way
have	You	loved	us?’	Was	not	Esau	Jacob’s	brother?”	says	the	LORD.	“Yet	Jacob
I	have	loved.”

Romans	 11:28	 Concerning	 the	 gospel	 they	 are	 enemies	 for	 your	 sake,	 but
concerning	the	election	they	are	beloved	for	the	sake	of	the	fathers.	29	For	the
gifts	and	the	calling	of	God	are	irrevocable.

Hebrews	12:6	“For	whom	the	LORD	loves	He	chastens,	and	scourges	every	son
whom	He	 receives.”	 7	 If	 you	 endure	 chastening,	 God	 deals	 with	 you	 as	 with
sons;	for	what	son	is	there	whom	a	father	does	not	chasten?

However,	the	LORD	God	will	make	a	new	covenant	with	the	people	of	Israel,	an
everlasting	 covenant,	 a	 covenant	 of	 grace	 and	 peace.	 Once	 again,	 Israel	 will
become	the	wife	of	the	LORD	God.

Isaiah	55:3	“Incline	your	ear,	and	come	to	Me.	Hear,	and	your	soul	shall	 live;
and	I	will	make	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you–the	sure	mercies	of	David.



Jeremiah	 31:31	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 will
make	a	new	covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	and	with	the	house	of	Judah–	32
not	according	to	the	covenant	that	I	made	with	their	fathers	in	the	day	that	I	took
them	by	the	hand	to	lead	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	My	covenant	which	they
broke,	 though	 I	 was	 a	 husband	 to	 them,	 says	 the	 LORD.	 33	 But	 this	 is	 the
covenant	 that	 I	 will	 make	 with	 the	 house	 of	 Israel	 after	 those	 days,	 says	 the
LORD:	I	will	put	My	law	in	their	minds,	and	write	it	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will
be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.”

See	also	Chapter	89:	Israel,	a	youthful	wife	(page	598).



22.	Abraham	must	sacrifice	his	son
Isaac
This	story	starts	off	with	the	words,	“Now	it	came	to	pass	after	these	things…”
After	these	things…	what	had	happened?	At	God’s	order,	Abraham	had	sent	his
son	Ishmael	and	his	maidservant	Hagar	into	the	desert.	After	that,	Abraham	met
Abimelech,	the	king	of	the	Philistines.	Apparently,	this	king	had	been	observing
Abraham	 for	 a	 while,	 which	 had	 led	 him	 to	 conclude	 that	 God	 was	 with
Abraham.	He	wished	 that	Abraham	would	 swear	by	his	God	 that	he	would	be
good	for	Abimelech.	And	Abraham	did	so.	At	that	time,	Abraham	was	already	a
blessing	to	a	heathen	nation!

One	of	the	most	important	events	in	the	history	of	Israel	is	the	sacrifice	that	God
asked	from	Abraham.	Why	is	this	so	important?	It	is	because	this	sacrifice	points
to	 the	most	 important	 event	 in	 the	 New	 Testament–the	 sacrifice	 made	 by	 the
Messiah,	the	Son	of	God,	for	the	sins	of	all	the	people	who	would	be	given	by
God	the	Father	to	the	Son.	God	the	Father	sacrificed	His	own	Son	on	Calvary’s
cross.	 This	 happened	 on	Mount	Moriah	 too,	 the	mountain	 of	 the	LORD.	This
was	also	the	place	that	the	Angel	of	the	Lord	showed	as	the	place	where	he	had
to	 build	 an	 altar,	 and	 this	 was	 the	 place	 where	 later	 the	 temple	 was	 built
(1Chronicles	21:18-30;	22:1).	Into	all	eternity,	this	mountain	on	which	the	city	of
Jerusalem	was	 built,	will	 remain	 the	mountain	 of	 the	LORD,	 the	 city	 of	God.
Therefore,	Jerusalem	will	remain	the	city	of	the	chosen	people	into	all	eternity.
The	enemies	of	God	and	Israel	dispute	this	at	their	own	cost.

This	already	started	before	Abraham	had	to	sacrifice	his	son	on	the	mountain.	At
that	 time,	Melchizedek	was	king	of	Salem	(Jerusalem)	and	priest	of	God	Most
High.	Like	Melchizedek,	the	Messiah	was	a	Priest	of	God	Most	High.	According
to	 several	 commentators,	Melchizedek	was	 a	 revelation	 of	 the	Messiah	 in	 the
Tanakh	 in	 the	stature	of	King,	Priest	and	Prophet.	Ultimately	Abraham	did	not
have	 to	 sacrifice	 his	 son	 because	 God	 Himself	 provided	 a	 sacrificial	 lamb.
Instead	of	his	son	Isaac,	Abraham	was	allowed	to	sacrifice	a	ram.	But	God	did
not	 settle	 for	 a	 burnt	 offering,	 since	 animals	 could	not	meet	 the	demands	of	 a
holy	God.	The	only	one	who	could	was	His	own	beloved	Son,	 the	Lord	Jesus,
Messiah.	What	a	revelation	of	God’s	deep	love	for	sinners!

Genesis	22:1	Now	it	came	to	pass	after	these	things	that	God	tested	Abraham,



and	said	to	him,	“Abraham!”	And	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	2	Then	He	said,	“Take
now	 your	 son,	 your	 only	 son	 Isaac,	 whom	 you	 love,	 and	 go	 to	 the	 land	 of
Moriah,	and	offer	him	there	as	a	burnt	offering	on	one	of	the	mountains	of	which
I	 shall	 tell	 you.”	 3	 So	 Abraham	 rose	 early	 in	 the	 morning	 and	 saddled	 his
donkey,	and	took	two	of	his	young	men	with	him,	and	Isaac	his	son;	and	he	split
the	wood	for	the	burnt	offering,	and	arose	and	went	to	the	place	of	which	God
had	told	him.	4	Then	on	the	third	day	Abraham	lifted	his	eyes	and	saw	the	place
afar	off.	5	And	Abraham	said	to	his	young	men,	“Stay	here	with	the	donkey;	the
lad	 and	 I	 will	 go	 yonder	 and	 worship,	 and	 we	 will	 come	 back	 to	 you.”	 6	 So
Abraham	took	the	wood	of	the	burnt	offering	and	laid	it	on	Isaac	his	son;	and	he
took	the	fire	in	his	hand,	and	a	knife,	and	the	two	of	them	went	together.	7	But
Isaac	spoke	to	Abraham	his	father	and	said,	“My	father!”	And	he	said,	“Here	I
am,	my	son.”	Then	he	said,	“Look,	the	fire	and	the	wood,	but	where	is	the	lamb
for	 a	 burnt	 offering?”	 8	 And	 Abraham	 said,	 “My	 son,	 God	 will	 provide	 for
Himself	the	lamb	for	a	burnt	offering.”	So	the	two	of	them	went	together.	9	Then
they	came	to	the	place	of	which	God	had	told	him.	And	Abraham	built	an	altar
there	and	placed	the	wood	in	order;	and	he	bound	Isaac	his	son	and	laid	him	on
the	altar,	upon	the	wood.	10	And	Abraham	stretched	out	his	hand	and	took	the
knife	 to	slay	his	son.	11	But	 the	Angel	of	 the	LORD	called	to	him	from	heaven
and	said,	“Abraham,	Abraham!”	So	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	12	And	He	said,	“Do
not	lay	your	hand	on	the	lad,	or	do	anything	to	him;	for	now	I	know	that	you	fear
God,	since	you	have	not	withheld	your	son,	your	only	son,	 from	Me.”	13	Then
Abraham	lifted	his	eyes	and	looked,	and	there	behind	him	was	a	ram	caught	in	a
thicket	by	its	horns.	So	Abraham	went	and	took	the	ram,	and	offered	it	up	for	a
burnt	offering	instead	of	his	son.	14	And	Abraham	called	the	name	of	the	place,
The-LORD-Will-Provide;	as	it	is	said	to	this	day,	“In	the	Mount	of	The	LORD	it
shall	be	provided.”	15	Then	the	Angel	of	the	LORD	called	to	Abraham	a	second
time	 out	 of	 heaven,	 16	 and	 said:	 “By	 Myself	 I	 have	 sworn,	 says	 the	 LORD,
because	 you	 have	 done	 this	 thing,	 and	 have	 not	withheld	 your	 son,	 your	 only
son–	17	blessing	I	will

bless	you,	 and	multiplying	 I	will	multiply	your	descendants	 as	 the	 stars	of	 the
heaven	 and	 as	 the	 sand	which	 is	 on	 the	 seashore;	 and	 your	 descendants	 shall
possess	 the	 gate	 of	 their	 enemies.	 18	 In	 your	 seed	 all	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 earth
shall	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	My	voice.”	19	So	Abraham	returned
to	his	young	men,	and	they	rose	and	went	together	to	Beersheba;	and	Abraham
dwelt	at	Beersheba.



23.	God	confirms	His	covenant	with
Abraham,



Isaac	and	Jacob
The	covenant	 the	LORD	made	with	Abraham,	was	 repeated	 several	 times	 and
was	confirmed	to	Abraham’s	descendants.	God	confirmed	it	to	Isaac	and	Jacob,
but	also	to	their	descendants.	The	LORD	confirmed	this	covenant	with	Abraham
with	an	oath	and	swore	it.	It	is	an	everlasting	covenant–with	two	sides	to	it.	On
the	one	hand,	 it	 relates	 to	Abraham’s	seed;	on	 the	other,	 to	 the	blessing	of	 this
covenant	for	all	nations.

Meanwhile	it	has	become	clear	that	this	covenant	has	been	blessed–and	is	being
blessed–for	all	nations.	Through	Abraham’s	Seed,	the	Messiah	Jesus,	millions	of
people	 and	 many	 nations	 have	 meanwhile	 been	 blessed.	 But	 how	 about	 the
people	of	Israel?	Is	Israel	also	blessed?	Hasn’t	this	people	broken	the	covenant
due	to	disobedience?	Yes,	it	has.	But	the	LORD,	from	His	side,	has	not	broken
the	covenant!	And	the	LORD	will	establish	a	new	covenant	that	will	remain	into
all	eternity.

According	 to	 Leviticus	 26:43-44,	 Israel	 will,	 however,	 be	 punished	 for	 its
disobedience,	but	God	will	not	reject	the	people.	Verse	44	is	so	clear	in	pointing
to	His	goodness	and	mercy	towards	His	chosen	people:

Leviticus	26:44	Yet	for	all	that,	when	they	are	in	the	land	of	their	enemies,	I	will
not	cast	them	away,	nor	shall	I	abhor	them,	to	utterly	destroy	them	and	break	My
covenant	with	them;	for	I	am	the	LORD	their	God.

And	this	despite	the	words	stated	in	verse	43:

Leviticus	26:43	The	 land	 also	 shall	 be	 left	 empty	 by	 them,	 and	will	 enjoy	 its
sabbaths	while	it	lies	desolate	without	them;	they	will	accept	their	guilt,	because
they	despised	My	judgments	and	because	their	soul	abhorred	My	statutes.

God	displays	no	aversion	to	His	chosen	people,	despite	their	disobedience.	How
gracious	and	merciful	the	LORD	is!	His	love	is	everlasting.	In	the	same	way,	the
Christians	 should	 love	 the	 people	 of	 Israel–because	God	 keeps	 on	 loving	 that
people.	God	has	a	special	path	in	mind	for	His	people.	It	 is	a	path	already	laid
down	in	His	Word.

Genesis	26:2	Then	 the	LORD	appeared	 to	him	and	said:	“Do	not	go	down	 to
Egypt;	live	in	the	land	of	which	I	shall	tell	you.	3	Dwell	in	this	land,	and	I	will	be
with	you	and	bless	you;	for	to	you	and	your	descendants	I	give	all	these	lands,



and	I	will	perform	the	oath	which	I	swore	to	Abraham	your	father.	4	And	I	will
make	 your	 descendants	 multiply	 as	 the	 stars	 of	 heaven;	 I	 will	 give	 to	 your
descendants	all	these	lands;	and	in	your	seed	all	the	nations	of	the	earth	shall	be
blessed;	 5	 because	 Abraham	 obeyed	 My	 voice	 and	 kept	 My	 charge,	 My
commandments,	My	statutes,	and	My	laws.”

Genesis	26:24	And	the	LORD	appeared	to	him	the	same	night	and	said,	“I	am
the	God	of	your	father	Abraham;	do	not	fear,	for	I	am	with	you.	I	will	bless	you
and	multiply	your	descendants	for	My	servant	Abraham’s	sake.”

Genesis	28:10	Now	Jacob	went	out	from	Beersheba	and	went	toward	Haran.	11
So	he	came	to	a	certain	place	and	stayed	there	all	night,	because	the	sun	had	set.
And	he	 took	one	of	 the	 stones	of	 that	place	and	put	 it	 at	 his	head,	and	he	 lay
down	in	that	place	to	sleep.	12	Then	he	dreamed,	and	behold,	a	ladder	was	set
up	on	the	earth,	and	its	top	reached	to	heaven;	and	there	the	angels	of	God	were
ascending	and	descending	on	 it.	13	And	behold,	 the	LORD	stood	above	 it	and
said:	“I	am	the	LORD	God	of	Abraham	your	 father	and	the	God	of	Isaac;	 the
land	 on	which	 you	 lie	 I	 will	 give	 to	 you	 and	 your	 descendants.	 14	 Also	 your
descendants	shall	be	as	the	dust	of	the	earth;	you	shall	spread	abroad	to	the	west
and	 the	 east,	 to	 the	 north	 and	 the	 south;	 and	 in	 you	 and	 in	 your	 seed	 all	 the
families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.	15	Behold,	I	am	with	you	and	will	keep	you
wherever	you	go,	and	will	bring	you	back	to	this	 land;	for	I	will	not	 leave	you
until	I	have	done	what	I	have	spoken	to	you.”

With	 respect	 to	 the	 promise	 to	 the	 fathers,	 confirmed	 in	Exodus	 2:24;	Exodus
4:31;	Exodus	6:5;	Psalm	106:44,45;	Ezekiel	16:60;	Luke	1:69-76.

With	respect	to	the	land,	confirmed	in	Ezekiel	36:1-15;33-34,	Joel	2:18.

Two	 nations	 arose	 out	 of	 Abraham:	 the	 descendants	 of	 Isaac	 and	 those	 of
Ishmael.	It	is	said	that	the	Arabs	would	descend	from	Ishmael.	Two	nations	also
arose	 from	 Isaac:	 Jacob’s	 descendants	 and	 Esau’s	 descendants.	 The	 Edomites
descend	from	Esau.

Rebekah’s	brothers	made	this	wish:

Genesis	24:60	And	they	blessed	Rebekah	and	said	to	her:	“Our	sister,	may	you
become	 the	mother	 of	 thousands	 of	 ten	 thousands;	 and	may	 your	 descendants
possess	the	gates	of	those	who	hate	them.”

Prophecy	with	respect	to	Rebekah’s	twins:



Genesis	25:22	But	the	children	struggled	together	within	her;	and	she	said,	“If
all	is	well,	why	am	I	like	this?”	So	she	went	to	inquire	of	the	LORD.	23	And	the
LORD	 said	 to	 her:	 “Two	 nations	 are	 in	 your	 womb,	 two	 peoples	 shall	 be
separated	from	your	body;	one	people	shall	be	stronger	than	the	other,	and	the
older	shall	serve	the	younger.”

The	prophecy	on	Esau	(Edom)	fulfilled:

2Samuel	 8:14	He	 also	 put	 garrisons	 in	 Edom;	 throughout	 all	 Edom	 he	 put
garrisons,	 and	 all	 the	 Edomites	 became	 David’s	 servants.	 And	 the	 LORD
preserved	David	wherever	he	went.

The	origin	of	the	name	Israel

The	 name	 Israel	 means:	 ‘He	 wrestles	 with	 God’	 or	 ‘God	 wrestles.’	 Jacob
received	 this	name	after	his	wrestling	with	 the	Angel	of	 the	Lord	 in	Peniel.	 In
later	years,	the	entire	nation	is	referred	to	as	God’s	Israel.

Sometimes	the	Lord	refers	to	Israel	using	other	names,	which	shows	His	love	for
His	chosen	people:	 ‘the	apple	of	His	eye’	(Zechariah	2:8),	 ‘My	firstborn’,	 ‘My
son’	 (Exodus	 4:22),	 ‘the	 virgin’,	 ‘the	 daughter	 of	 Zion’,	 ‘the	 daughter	 of
Jerusalem’	 (Isaiah	 37:22),	 God’s	 bride,	 God’s	 wife,	 ‘a	 youthful	 wife’	 (Isaiah
54:6).

Genesis	32:24	Then	Jacob	was	left	alone;	and	a	Man	wrestled	with	him	until	the
breaking	of	day.	25	Now	when	He	saw	that	He	did	not	prevail	against	him,	He
touched	the	socket	of	his	hip;	and	the	socket	of	Jacob’s	hip	was	out	of	joint	as	He
wrestled	with	him.	26	And	He	said,	“Let	Me	go,	for	the	day	breaks.”	But	he	said,
“I	will	not	let	You	go	unless	You	bless	me!”	27	So	He	said	to	him,	“What	is	your
name?”	 He	 said,	 “Jacob.”	 28	 And	 He	 said,	 “Your	 name	 shall	 no	 longer	 be
called	 Jacob,	 but	 Israel;	 for	 you	 have	 struggled	with	God	 and	with	men,	 and
have	prevailed.”	29	Then	Jacob	asked,	saying,	“Tell	me	Your	name,	I	pray.”	And
He	said,	“Why	is	it	that	you	ask	about	My	name?”	And	He	blessed	him	there.

30	And	Jacob	called	the	name	of	the	place	Peniel:	“For	I	have	seen	God	face	to
face,	and	my	life	is	preserved.”	31	Just	as	he	crossed	over	Penuel	the	sun	rose
on	him,	and	he	limped	on	his	hip.	32	Therefore	to	this	day	the	children	of	Israel
do	 not	 eat	 the	 muscle	 that	 shrank,	 which	 is	 on	 the	 hip	 socket,	 because	 He
touched	the	socket	of	Jacob’s	hip	in	the	muscle	that	shrank.



24.	Father	Jacob´s	blessing	and
prophecy	to	his	sons
Joseph	 yields	 his	 sons	 to	 his	 father	 Jacob.	 Jacob	 adopts	 Joseph’s	 two	 sons–
Ephraim	and	Manasseh–as	his	own	sons.	They	receive	a	blessing	from	Jacob	as
if	 they	were	his	own	sons.	Furthermore,	 Joseph	 receives	 the	promise	 that,	 like
the	other	three	patriarchs,	he	will	be	buried	in	the	land	of	Canaan.	Genesis	48:22
says:	“Moreover,	I	have	given	to	you	rather	than	to	your	brothers	one	mountain
slope”	 (ESV).	 ‘Mountain	 slope’	 (shechem	 in	Hebrew)	refers	 to	Shechem	where
Joseph	was	buried.

Genesis	49:1	And	Jacob	called	his	sons	and	said,	“Gather	together,	that	I	may
tell	you	what	shall	befall	you	in	the	last	days.”	(...)	8	“Judah,	you	are	he	whom
your	brothers	shall	praise;	your	hand	shall	be	on	the	neck	of	your	enemies;	your
father’s	children	shall	bow	down	before	you.	9	Judah	is	a	lion’s	whelp;	from	the
prey,	my	son,	you	have	gone	up.	He	bows	down,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion;	and	as	a
lion,	who	 shall	 rouse	him?	10	The	 scepter	 shall	 not	 depart	 from	Judah,	nor	a
lawgiver	 from	 between	 his	 feet,	 until	 Shiloh	 comes;	 and	 to	 Him	 shall	 be	 the
obedience	of	the	people.	11	Binding	his	donkey	to	the	vine,	and	his	donkey’s	colt
to	the	choice	vine,	he	washed	his	garments	in	wine,	and	his	clothes	in	the	blood
of	grapes.	12	His	eyes	are	darker	than	wine,	and	his	teeth	whiter	than	milk.”	(...)
18	“I	have	waited	for	your	salvation,	O	LORD!”

Knowledge	 of	 salvation	means	 knowledge	 of	 Jesus,	 the	Messiah.	We	 find	 the
word	 ‘salvation’	 in	 the	 word	 ‘Savior’,	 He	 who	 saves,	 who	 brings	 salvation.
Another	 word	 for	 Savior	 is	 Redeemer.	 Father	 Jacob	 looked	 forward	 to	 the
Messiah’s	 redemption,	 salvation.	With	 a	 prophetic	 view,	 he	 looked	 forward	 to
the	 coming	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Who	 would	 bring	 redemption/salvation	 to	 his
descendants	and	all	the	nations	of	the	world.

In	 the	Bible,	we	 come	 across	 the	word	 ‘salvation’	 166	 times:	 70	 times	 in	 the
Psalms,	36	times	in	the	Prophets,	and	60	times	elsewhere.	It	always	deals	with
the	salvation	that	God	gives,	or	will	give,	to	His	people	of	Israel.	Later	the	other
nations	will	also	share	in	the	LORD’s	salvation,	in	the	Messiah’s	salvation.	The
Messiah	Jesus	says	in	John	4:22:	“for	salvation	is	of	the	Jews.”	Why?	Because
the	Messiah	Himself	is	of	the	Jews!

In	Chapter	9:9,	the	prophet	Zechariah	prophesies	about	this	Savior,	the	Messiah:



poor	and	yet	King,	riding	a	donkey,	a	colt.

Fulfillment	of	this	prophecy	is	found	in	the	gospel	of	Matthew:

Matthew	21:5	“Tell	the	daughter	of	Zion,	‘Behold,	your	King	is	coming	to	you,
Lowly,	and	sitting	on	a	donkey,	A	colt,	the	foal	of	a	donkey.”	6	So	the	disciples
went	and	did	as	Jesus	commanded	them.	7	They	brought	the	donkey	and	the	colt,
laid	their	clothes	on	them,	and	set	Him	on	them.

The	priest	Zacharias	is	talking	about	the	horn	of	salvation	that	has	been	raised	up
in	 the	 house	 of	 David.	 He	 states	 that	 the	 Messiah	 will	 give	 salvation	 to	 His
people	by	remitting	their	sins.



From	Moses	to	David



25.	The	oppression	in	and	the	exodus
from	Egypt
God’s	promise	to	Abram

The	 LORD	 prophesied	 to	 Abram	 that	 his	 descendants	 will	 be	 oppressed	 in	 a
strange	country	for	four	hundred	years.	That	country	later	turns	out	to	be	Egypt.
But	the	LORD	also	promised	they	will	be	delivered	from	that	country	and	will
leave	it,	with	many	possessions:

Genesis	15:13	Then	He	said	to	Abram:	“Know	certainly	that	your	descendants
will	be	strangers	in	a	land	that	is	not	theirs,	and	will	serve	them,	and	they	will
afflict	 them	four	hundred	years.	14	And	also	the	nation	whom	they	serve	I	will
judge;	afterward	they	shall	come	out	with	great	possessions.”

Fulfillment	of	the	promise	to	Abram	is	with	respect	to	the	exodus.	God	is	going
to	free	His	people	from	slave	labor	in	Egypt,	after	they	have	lived	there	for	about
four	hundred	years:

Exodus	2:23	Now	it	happened	in	the	process	of	time	that	the	king	of	Egypt	died.
Then	the	children	of	Israel	groaned	because	of	the	bondage,	and	they	cried	out;
and	 their	cry	came	up	 to	God	because	of	 the	bondage.	24	So	God	heard	 their
groaning,	 and	God	 remembered	His	 covenant	 with	 Abraham,	 with	 Isaac,	 and
with	 Jacob.	 25	 And	 God	 looked	 upon	 the	 children	 of	 Israel,	 and	 God
acknowledged	them.

Exodus	 3:6	 Moreover	 He	 said,	 “I	 am	 the	 God	 of	 your	 father–the	 God	 of
Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob.”	And	Moses	hid	his	face,	for
he	was	afraid	to	look	upon	God.	7	And	the	LORD	said:	“I	have	surely	seen	the
oppression	of	My	people	who	are	in	Egypt,	and	have	heard	their	cry	because	of
their	taskmasters,	for	I	know	their	sorrows.”	8	So	I	have	come	down	to	deliver
them	out	of	the	hand	of	the	Egyptians,	and	to	bring	them	up	from	that	land	to	a
good	and	large	land,	to	a	land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey,	to	the	place	of	the
Canaanites	and	the	Hittites	and	the	Amorites	and	the	Perizzites	and	the	Hivites
and	the	Jebusites.	9	Now	therefore,	behold,	the	cry	of	the	children	of	Israel	has
come	 to	 Me,	 and	 I	 have	 also	 seen	 the	 oppression	 with	 which	 the	 Egyptians
oppress	them.	(...)	12	So	He	said,	“I	will	certainly	be	with	you.	And	this	shall	be
a	 sign	 to	 you	 that	 I	 have	 sent	 you:	When	 you	 have	 brought	 the	 people	 out	 of



Egypt,	you	shall	serve	God	on	this	mountain.”

Moses	is	invited	by	God	to	lead	His	people	out	of	Egypt.	The	sign	will	be	that	he
will	serve	God	on	Mount	Horeb.	Moses	has	to	tell	Pharaoh	that	Israel	is	God’s
firstborn	son:	“Let	My	son	go	that	he	may	serve	Me.”

Exodus	4:22	Then	you	shall	say	 to	Pharaoh,	 ‘Thus	says	 the	LORD:	“Israel	 is
My	son,	My	firstborn.	23	So	I	say	to	you,	let	My	son	go	that	he	may	serve	Me.
But	if	you	refuse	to	let	him	go,	indeed	I	will	kill	your	son,	your	firstborn.”’

God	made	Himself	known	to	Moses	as	the	LORD,	YHWH,	“I	am	that	I	am”	or
“I	will	be”.	It	was	allowed	to	speak	out	the	Name	only	once	a	year:	by	the	high
priest	(kohen	gadol)	in	the	Jewish	temple	during	the	sacrificial	ceremony	at	Yom
Kippur.	The	correct	pronunciation	was	not	really	secret,	but	since	the	Name	was
so	seldom	pronounced,	the	people	would	not	have	known	how	to	pronounce	it.
Supposedly,	 the	 high	 priest	 taught	 the	 pronunciation	 to	 his	 successor.	 As	 the
Temple	hasn’t	existed	for	two	thousand	years	and	there	hasn’t	been	a	high	priest
for	that	same	period	of	time,	the	pronunciation	of	the	Name	has	been	lost.

This	 interdiction	 to	 pronounce	 God’s	 Name	 at	 times	 other	 than	 during	 the
sacrificial	ceremony	by	 the	high	priest	at	Yom	Kippur	had	 to	do	with	 the	 firm
interdiction	 given	 by	 the	 Torah	 with	 respect	 to	 needless	 pronunciation	 of	 the
Name.	The	rabbis	therefore	not	only	limited	its	use,	but	also	the	knowledge	of	its
pronunciation	to	just	the	high	priest	who	passed	it	on	to	the	next	high	priest.	For
that	 matter,	 if	 the	 Name	 may	 not	 be	 pronounced,	 it	 goes	 without	 saying	 that
outsiders	will	never	hear	the	Name.	Traditionally,	Hebrew	was	written	with	only
consonants.	 In	 later	 times,	 vowel	 signs	 were	 added	 to	 help	 with	 the
pronunciation.	Thus,	these	vowels	do	not	go	with	the	holy,	original	text.	Since	it
had	been	forbidden	to	pronounce	the	name	‘YHWH’,	usually	‘Adonai’	(my	lord,
actually	 a	 pluralis	maiestatis,	 a	majestic	 plural	 out	 of	 respect)	was	 used	when
texts	were	 read	 containing	 the	word	 ‘YHWH’.	 Therefore,	when	 copying	 texts
from	 the	Tanakh,	 the	Masoretes	 usually	 provided	 the	 name	 ‘YHWH’	with	 the
vowels	occurring	 in	 ‘Adonai’.	Therefore	 הָוהְי 	 ,	which	often	occurs	 in	 the	BHS
Biblia	Hebraica	Stuttgartensia,	is	not	a	vocalization	of	‘YHWH’,	but	of	Adonai.

To	 Abraham,	 Isaac	 and	 Jacob	 He	 had	 made	 Himself	 known	 as	 God,	 the
Almighty:

Exodus	6:2	And	God	 spoke	 to	Moses	 and	 said	 to	 him:	 “I	 am	 the	 LORD.	 3	 I
appeared	to	Abraham,	to	Isaac,	and	to	Jacob,	as	God	Almighty,	but	by	My	name



LORD	I	was	not	known	to	them.”

By	delivering	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 out	 of	Egypt,	 the	LORD	made	 a	 beginning
with	His	 plan	 to	make	 Israel	 a	 priestly	 kingdom	 and	 a	 holy	 nation	 for	Him–a
nation	 in	which	all	peoples	of	 the	earth	will	be	blessed.	God	repeated	 the	 land
promise:

Exodus	 6:4	 I	 have	 also	 established	My	 covenant	 with	 them,	 to	 give	 them	 the
land	of	Canaan,	the	land	of	their	pilgrimage,	in	which	they	were	strangers.

Exodus	 19:5	 ‘Now	 therefore,	 if	 you	 will	 indeed	 obey	My	 voice	 and	 keep	My
covenant,	then	you	shall	be	a	special	treasure	to	Me	above	all	people;	for	all	the
earth	is	Mine.	6	And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.

Through	 this	 deliverance,	 a	 start	was	 also	made	with	 punishing	 the	Canaanite
peoples	because	the	iniquity	was	complete.	The	same	happened	before	with	the
peoples	that	were	punished	by	the	flood	and	with	the	people	living	in	Sodom	and
Gomorrah.

Genesis	 15:16	 “But	 in	 the	 fourth	 generation	 they	 shall	 return	 here,	 for	 the
iniquity	of	the	Amorites	is	not	yet	complete.”

Other	examples	of	a	limit	to	the	time	of	grace

There	 will	 come	 a	 time	 when	 God	 loses	 His	 patience	 because	 of	 the	 sins	 of
people,	and	proceeds	 to	punishment.	The	disciples	also	brought	up	 this	subject
with	a	view	to	the	disaster	with	the	tower	of	Siloam:

Luke	 13:1	 There	 were	 present	 at	 that	 season	 some	 who	 told	 Him	 about	 the
Galileans	 whose	 blood	 Pilate	 had	 mingled	 with	 their	 sacrifices.	 2	 And	 Jesus
answered	and	said	 to	 them,	“Do	you	suppose	 that	 these	Galileans	were	worse
sinners	than	all	other	Galileans,	because	they	suffered	such	things?	3	I	tell	you,
no;	 but	 unless	 you	 repent	 you	will	 all	 likewise	 perish.	 4	Or	 those	 eighteen	 on
whom	the	tower	in	Siloam	fell	and	killed	them,	do	you	think	that	they	were	worse
sinners	than	all	other	men	who	dwelt	in	Jerusalem?	5	I	tell	you,	no;	but	unless
you	repent	you	will	all	likewise	perish.”

See	also	 the	 text	 in	 the	NT	where	Paul	 speaks	of	 the	 Jews	 that	persecuted	 the
Christians,	 for	 example	 in	 Judea,	 and	 prevented	 Paul	 from	 speaking	 to	 the
Gentiles	about	salvation	in	the	Lord	Jesus:



1Thessalonians	 2:16	 forbidding	 us	 to	 speak	 to	 the	Gentiles	 that	 they	may	 be
saved,	so	as	always	to	fill	up	the	measure	of	their	sins;	but	wrath	has	come	upon
them	to	the	uttermost.

In	the	end	of	times,	disasters	and	plagues	will	increase	due	to	the	people’s	sins–
until	 the	Messiah	returns	to	establish	His	kingdom	on	this	earth.	Then,	prior	to
the	coming	of	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	 the	dead	will	 rise	and	 judgment
will	be	executed	on	them	on	the	basis	of	their	deeds.

Deliverance	from	Egypt,	the	house	of	bondage

This	 is	 also	 an	 image	 of	 the	 deliverance	 from	 the	 house	 of	 bondage	 of	 sin–
delivered	from	satan’s	slave	labor	to	become	a	servant	of	the	Messiah;	delivered
from	a	life	without	God	and	transferred	to	a	 life	with	God.	In	Exodus	20:2	the
LORD	God	says,	“I	am	the	LORD	your	God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of
Egypt,	out	of	the	house	of	bondage.”	

The	following	text	shows	that	they	were	delivered	out	of	Egypt	in	order	to	walk
the	road	with	God–and	not	with	the	Egyptian	idols:

Deuteronomy	13:5	“But	that	prophet	or	that	dreamer	of	dreams	shall	be	put	to
death,	 because	he	has	 spoken	 in	order	 to	 turn	 you	away	 from	 the	LORD	your
God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt	and	redeemed	you	from	the	house
of	 bondage,	 to	 entice	 you	 from	 the	 way	 in	 which	 the	 LORD	 your	 God
commanded	you	to	walk.	So	you	shall	put	away	the	evil	from	your	midst.”

However,	 if	 through	unbelief	 they	do	not	 follow	God’s	 road,	 they	cannot	exist
before	God:

Jude	1:5	But	 I	want	 to	 remind	you,	 though	you	once	knew	 this,	 that	 the	Lord,
having	saved	the	people	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	afterward	destroyed	those	who
did	not	believe.

In	 the	NT,	 there	 is	only	one	road	 to	salvation	for	everybody–Jew	and	Gentile–
i.e.,	through	repentance	and	faith	in	Jesus	the	Messiah:

Acts	4:12	“Nor	is	there	salvation	in	any	other,	for	there	is	no	other	name	under
heaven	given	among	men	by	which	we	must	be	saved.”

1Peter	1:18	knowing	 that	 you	were	not	 redeemed	with	 corruptible	 things,	 like
silver	or	gold,	from	your	aimless	conduct	received	by	tradition	from	your	fathers,
19	 but	 with	 the	 precious	 blood	 of	 Christ,	 as	 of	 a	 lamb	 without	 blemish	 and



without	spot.

The	purpose	of	the	exodus	was	that	the	people	would	reach	its	destination,	as	the
LORD	 had	 promised	 to	 Abram:	 to	 be	 His	 people,	 to	 serve	 Him,	 and	 to	 be	 a
blessing	for	the	nations	of	this	earth:

Exodus	 8:20	And	 the	 LORD	 said	 to	 Moses,	 “Rise	 early	 in	 the	 morning	 and
stand	before	Pharaoh	as	he	comes	out	to	the	water.	Then	say	to	him,	‘Thus	says
the	LORD:	“Let	My	people	go,	that	they	may	serve	Me”.’”

The	way	in	which	the	exodus	took	place	was	so	spectacular	and	stunning	that	the
nations	for	miles	around	were	terrified	and	paralyzed	with	fear.	That	is	how	the
LORD	prepared	Israel’s	entrance	into	the	Promised	Land	of	Canaan:

Exodus	15:14	“The	people	will	hear	and	be	afraid;	sorrow	will	take	hold	of	the
inhabitants	of	Philistia.	15	Then	the	chiefs	of	Edom	will	be	dismayed;	the	mighty
men	of	Moab,	 trembling	will	 take	 hold	 of	 them;	all	 the	 inhabitants	 of	Canaan
will	melt	away.	16	Fear	and	dread	will	 fall	 on	 them;	by	 the	greatness	of	Your
arm	they	will	be	as	still	as	a	stone,	till	Your	people	pass	over,	O	LORD,	till	the
people	pass	over	whom	You	have	purchased.	17	You	will	bring	them	in	and	plant
them	in	the	mountain	of	Your	inheritance,	in	the	place,	O	LORD,	which	You	have
made	 for	Your	own	dwelling,	 the	 sanctuary,	O	LORD,	which	Your	hands	have
established.	18	The	LORD	shall	reign	forever	and	ever.”

Joshua	2:9	and	said	to	the	men:	“I	know	that	the	LORD	has	given	you	the	land,
that	the	terror	of	you	has	fallen	on	us,	and	that	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	are
fainthearted	because	of	you.	10	For	we	have	heard	how	the	LORD	dried	up	the
water	of	the	Red	Sea	for	you	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	what	you	did	to
the	 two	kings	of	 the	Amorites	who	were	on	 the	other	side	of	 the	Jordan,	Sihon
and	Og,	whom	you	utterly	destroyed.	11	And	as	soon	as	we	heard	these	things,
our	hearts	melted;	neither	did	there	remain	any	more	courage	in	anyone	because
of	 you,	 for	 the	 LORD	 your	 God,	 He	 is	 God	 in	 heaven	 above	 and	 on	 earth
beneath.”

The	desert	journey

The	 journey	 to	 the	 Promised	 Land	 did	 not	 go	 off	 well–due	 to	 the	 Israelites’
unbelief	 and	 distrust	 with	 respect	 to	 the	God	Who	 had	 delivered	 them	 out	 of
Egypt.	For	this	reason,	the	journey	did	not	last	one	year,	but	forty	years–a	tough
period	of	time	in	which	God	tested	the	people	to	see	what	their	hearts	were	like.
A	period	in	which	the	people	also	got	to	know	the	LORD	their	God	as	a	result	of



His	provisions,	His	commandments	and	His	words.

Deuteronomy	8:2	“And	you	shall	remember	 that	 the	LORD	your	God	 led	you
all	 the	way	 these	 forty	years	 in	 the	wilderness,	 to	humble	you	and	 test	 you,	 to
know	what	was	 in	 your	heart,	whether	 you	would	 keep	His	 commandments	or
not.	3	So	He	humbled	you,	allowed	you	to	hunger,	and	fed	you	with	manna	which
you	did	not	know	nor	did	your	fathers	know,	that	He	might	make	you	know	that
man	 shall	 not	 live	by	bread	alone;	but	man	 lives	by	 every	word	 that	 proceeds
from	the	mouth	of	the	LORD.	4	Your	garments	did	not	wear	out	on	you,	nor	did
your	foot	swell	these	forty	years.	5	You	should	know	in	your	heart	that	as	a	man
chastens	 his	 son,	 so	 the	 LORD	 your	God	 chastens	 you.	 6	 Therefore	 you	 shall
keep	the	commandments	of	the	LORD	your	God,	to	walk	in	His	ways	and	to	fear
Him.

Jeremiah	 17:10	 I,	 the	 LORD,	 search	 the	 heart,	 I	 test	 the	mind,	 Even	 to	 give
every	man	according	to	his	ways,	According	to	the	fruit	of	his	doings.

1Corinthians	10:4	and	all	drank	the	same	spiritual	drink.	For	they	drank	of	that
spiritual	Rock	that	followed	them,	and	that	Rock	was	Christ.	5	But	with	most	of
them	God	was	not	well	pleased,	for	their	bodies	were	scattered	in	the	wilderness.
6	Now	these	 things	became	our	examples,	 to	 the	 intent	 that	we	should	not	 lust
after	evil	things	as	they	also	lusted.”



26.	The	institution	of	passover
The	 lamb	must	 be	 killed	 and	 the	 blood	 put	 on	 the	 doorposts	 in	 order	 that	 the
Angel	of	Death	does	not	strike	the	firstborn	in	each	house.

Seven	days	unleavened	bread	shall	be	eaten.	All	days	are	Sabbaths.	There	shall
be	no	 leaven	 inside	 the	house.	Leaven	 is	 always	an	 image	of	 sin.	The	 seventh
day	 must	 be	 a	 festival	 for	 the	 LORD.	 This	 is	 an	 institution	 throughout	 all
generations	to	come.

Exodus	12:1	Now	 the	LORD	spoke	 to	Moses	and	Aaron	 in	 the	 land	of	Egypt,
saying,	 2	“This	month	 shall	 be	 your	 beginning	 of	months;	 it	 shall	 be	 the	 first
month	of	the	year	to	you.	3	Speak	to	all	the	congregation	of	Israel,	saying:	‘On
the	tenth	day	of	this	month	every	man	shall	take	for	himself	a	lamb,	according	to
the	house	of	 his	 father,	 a	 lamb	 for	 a	 household.	 4	And	 if	 the	 household	 is	 too
small	for	the	lamb,	let	him	and	his	neighbor	next	to	his	house	take	it	according
to	the	number	of	the	persons;	according	to	each	man’s	need	you	shall	make	your
count	for	the	lamb.	5	Your	lamb	shall	be	without	blemish,	a	male	of	the	first	year.
You	may	take	it	from	the	sheep	or	from	the	goats.’”

The	month	of	Abib	becomes	the	first	month	of	the	Israelite	year.	The	blood	must
be	put	on	the	doorposts–a	human	act.	Only	then	will	the	Angel	of	Death	pass	by
the	house	and	not	kill	the	firstborn.	From	the	NT	point	of	view,	the	sacrifice	of
the	Messiah	saves	only	the	person	who	believes	in	Him	with	a	true	faith.	We’re
not	talking	here	about	salvation	for	all;	not	everybody	is	automatically	saved.

Exodus	12:6	‘	Now	you	shall	keep	it	until	the	fourteenth	day	of	the	same	month.
Then	the	whole	assembly	of	the	congregation	of	Israel	shall	kill	it	at	twilight.	7
And	they	shall	take	some	of	the	blood	and	put	it	on	the	two	doorposts	and	on	the
lintel	of	the	houses	where	they	eat	it.	8	Then	they	shall	eat	the	flesh	on	that	night;
roasted	in	 fire,	with	unleavened	bread	and	with	bitter	herbs	 they	shall	eat	 it.	9
Do	not	eat	it	raw,	nor	boiled	at	all	with	water,	but	roasted	in	fire–its	head	with
its	 legs	 and	 its	 entrails.	 10	You	 shall	 let	 none	 of	 it	 remain	 until	morning,	 and
what	remains	of	it	until	morning	you	shall	burn	with	fire.’

Killing	 in	 concert	 between	 two	 evenings–according	 to	 some	 translations,	 the
killing	should	 take	place	 in	 the	 twilight,	but	 to	me	 this	 is	not	correct.	The	 true
Passover	Lamb	was	also	killed	between	two	evenings;	the	Messiah	was	killed	in
a	concerted	action,	the	entire	people	turned	against	Him.



Blood	was	placed	on	 the	doorposts–this	was	 to	protect	everybody	living	 in	 the
house.	 They	were	 not	 allowed	 to	 leave	 it	 all	 night.	 In	 the	 same	way,	 the	 true
believer	 is	 saved	by	 the	blood	of	 the	Passover	Lamb	 (Ephesians	1:7;	Hebrews
9:13,14,22;	Hebrews	11:28).

All	meat	must	be	roasted	in	fire	and	eaten	with	bitter	herbs.	Bitter	reminds	of	the
bitterness	 of	 the	 slavery	 in	 Egypt.	Being	 roasted	 in	 fire	makes	 the	meat	 pure,
holy	and	tasteful.	It	refers	to	the	meat	of	the	Passover	Lamb	Who	was	sanctified
by	 the	 fire	of	God’s	wrath.	And	 thus	He	was	made	 suitable	 to	be	 eaten	by	all
who	are	given	to	Him	by	the	Father–after	the	bitterness	of	sin.

The	bread	may	not	be	leavened.	No	leaven	may	be	seen.	In	the	Bible,	leaven	is
an	image	of	sin.	In	Deuteronomy	16:3,	this	bread	is	called	the	bread	of	affliction,
as	 a	 remembrance	 of	 the	 exodus	 out	 of	 Egypt.	 It	 is	 pure	 bread,	 without	 any
additions.	Exodus	29:34	calls	it	holy	bread.	The	Messiah	is	the	true,	pure,	holy
Bread	(Mannah)	 from	heaven	(John	6:32,33).	A	person	who	eats	Him	must	do
away	with	sin	in	his	or	her	life	(1Corinthians	5:6-8).	“A	little	leaven	leavens	the
whole	lump”	(Galatians	5:9).	Nothing	may	remain	behind.	Postponing	the	eating
may	lead	to	the	meat	being	tainted	or	contaminated	by	insects	and	beasts.

Exodus	12:11	And	thus	you	shall	eat	it:	with	a	belt	on	your	waist,	your	sandals
on	your	 feet,	and	your	staff	 in	your	hand.	So	you	shall	eat	 it	 in	haste.	 It	 is	 the
LORD’s	Passover.

In	Targum	Jonathan,	we	read	the	following	clarification	for	Exodus	12:11:	“(…)
it	 holds	 for	 this	 time,	 and	 not	 for	 the	 following	 ages.”	 The	 long	 clothes	 that
people	used	to	wear	had	to	be	girded	about	 the	 loins	since	this	would	be	more
convenient	in	travelling	as	the	clothes	would	not	hinder	them	in	walking.	Since
Egypt	was	a	hot	country,	it	is	very	probable	that	the	Israelites	did	not	wear	shoes.
But	for	the	long	journey	into	the	Promised	Land	they	had	to	wear	shoes.	It	was
also	a	sign	of	liberation	and	freedom	to	set	off.	In	the	NT,	the	apostle	Paul	uses
this	image	to	show	the	willingness	to	spread	the	Gospel	(Ephesians	6:15).

In	Egypt,	the	people	were	beaten	with	a	rod	and	a	staff	(Isaiah	10:24).	Now	they
may	take	up	the	rod	and	the	staff	themselves	for	protection	purposes.	It	is	also	an
image	of	the	LORD’s	rod	and	staff	with	which	He	comforts	His	children	(Psalm
23:4).	In	connection	with	the	death	of	the	firstborns	in	Egypt,	they	have	to	leave
in	haste.	In	Targum	Jonathan	it	is	rendered	with	the	words	‘in	fear’.	In	English,
‘the	 Lord’s	 Passover’	 is	 also	 called	 Pesach.	 But	 this	 English	 word	 ‘passover’
renders	 exactly	what	 it	means:	 the	 LORD	 passed	 over	 the	 Israelites	when	He



killed	 the	 firstborns	 in	 Egypt–because	 of	 the	 blood	 of	 the	 killed	 lamb	 on	 the
doorposts.	 In	 the	 NT,	 reference	 is	 made	 to	 the	 God-given	 Passover	 Lamb.	 A
person	purified	by	the	blood	of	that	Lamb	is	passed	over	in	the	judgment.	He	is
judged,	but	not	condemned	(1Corinthians	5:7).

Exodus	12:12	“For	I	will	pass	through	the	land	of	Egypt	on	that	night,	and	will
strike	all	the	firstborn	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	both	man	and	beast;	and	against	all
the	gods	of	Egypt	 I	will	 execute	 judgment:	 I	am	 the	LORD.	13	Now	 the	blood
shall	be	a	sign	for	you	on	the	houses	where	you	are.	And	when	I	see	the	blood,	I
will	 pass	 over	 you;	 and	 the	plague	 shall	 not	 be	on	 you	 to	 destroy	 you	when	 I
strike	the	land	of	Egypt.”

Institution	of	Pesach

Exodus	12:14	‘So	this	day	shall	be	to	you	a	memorial;	and	you	shall	keep	it	as	a
feast	to	the	LORD	throughout	your	generations.	You	shall	keep	it	as	a	feast	by	an
everlasting	 ordinance.	 15	 Seven	 days	 you	 shall	 eat	 unleavened	 bread.	 On	 the
first	day	you	shall	remove	leaven	from	your	houses.	For	whoever	eats	leavened
bread	from	the	first	day	until	 the	seventh	day,	that	person	shall	be	cut	off	 from
Israel.	16	On	the	first	day	there	shall	be	a	holy	convocation,	and	on	the	seventh
day	there	shall	be	a	holy	convocation	for	you.	No	manner	of	work	shall	be	done
on	them;	but	that	which	everyone	must	eat–that	only	may	be	prepared	by	you.	17
So	you	shall	observe	the	Feast	of	Unleavened	Bread,	for	on	this	same	day	I	will
have	brought	your	armies	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt.	Therefore	you	shall	observe
this	day	throughout	your	generations	as	an	everlasting	ordinance.	18	In	the	first
month,	on	the	fourteenth	day	of	the	month	at	evening,	you	shall	eat	unleavened
bread,	until	 the	twenty-first	day	of	the	month	at	evening.	19	For	seven	days	no
leaven	shall	be	found	in	your	houses,	since	whoever	eats	what	is	leavened,	that
same	 person	 shall	 be	 cut	 off	 from	 the	 congregation	 of	 Israel,	 whether	 he	 is	 a
stranger	or	a	native	of	the	land.	20	You	shall	eat	nothing	leavened;	in	all	your
dwellings	you	shall	eat	unleavened	bread.’

Exodus	12:27	(...)	So	the	people	bowed	their	heads	and	worshiped.	28	Then	the
children	 of	 Israel	 went	 away	 and	 did	 so;	 just	 as	 the	 LORD	 had	 commanded
Moses	and	Aaron,	so	they	did.	29	And	it	came	to	pass	at	midnight	that	the	LORD
struck	all	the	firstborn	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	from	the	firstborn	of	Pharaoh	who
sat	on	his	throne	to	the	firstborn	of	the	captive	who	was	in	the	dungeon,	and	all
the	firstborn	of	 livestock.	30	So	Pharaoh	rose	in	the	night,	he,	all	his	servants,
and	all	 the	Egyptians;	and	 there	was	a	great	cry	 in	Egypt,	 for	 there	was	not	a



house	where	there	was	not	one	dead.

The	LORD	delivered	Israel	from	Egypt	and	out	of	Pharaoh’s	hands.	The	LORD
delivered	His	 people	 from	 the	 bondage	of	Egypt–they	 are	 not	 longer	 servants,
but	sons.

Exodus	14:29	But	the	children	of	Israel	had	walked	on	dry	land	in	the	midst	of
the	sea,	and	the	waters	were	a	wall	to	them	on	their	right	hand	and	on	their	left.
30	 So	 the	 LORD	 saved	 Israel	 that	 day	 out	 of	 the	 hand	 of	 the	 Egyptians,	 and
Israel	 saw	 the	 Egyptians	 dead	 on	 the	 seashore.	 31	 Thus	 Israel	 saw	 the	 great
work	which	the	LORD	had	done	in	Egypt;	so	the	people	feared	the	LORD,	and
believed	the	LORD	and	His	servant	Moses.

In	Exodus	4:22,	Israel	is	called	God’s	firstborn	son:

22	Then	you	shall	say	to	Pharaoh,	‘Thus	says	the	LORD:	“Israel	is	My	son,	My
firstborn.”‘

Pharaoh	 refused	 to	 let	 Israel	 go	 into	 the	 wilderness.	 Because	 of	 his	 refusal,
Pharaoh	 prevented	 Israel	 from	 fulfilling	 its	 spiritual	 task	 as	 firstborn	 son.	 He
kept	 Israel	 from	 its	 task	 to	 teach	 the	 nations	 about	God,	 as	 a	 firstborn	 should
teach	his	younger	brothers.

According	 to	 Rabbi	 Joseph	 B.	 Soloveitchik,	 being	 the	 firstborn	 son	 did	 not
provide	 any	 special	 privileges.	 On	 the	 contrary,	 Israel	 shouldered	 a	 heavy
responsibility	for	being	‘a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation’:

Exodus	19:6	‘And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.

Who	is	 the	 firstborn	son	of	God?	Is	 it	 indeed	Israel	or	 is	 it	Ephraim,	David	or
Jesus?	Ephraim	is	called	God’s	firstborn	in:

Jeremiah	31:9	(...)	For	I	am	a	Father	to	Israel,	and	Ephraim	is	My	firstborn.

David	is	also	called	God’s	firstborn	in:

Psalm	89:27	Also	I	will	make	him	My	firstborn,	 the	highest	of	 the	kings	of	 the
earth.	28	My	mercy	I	will	keep	for	him	forever,	and	My	covenant	shall	stand	firm
with	him.

In	these	verses,	though,	there	is	also	an	indication	of	the	Messiah,	the	great	Son
of	David:



Colossians	 1:15	He	 is	 the	 image	 of	 the	 invisible	 God,	 the	 firstborn	 over	 all
creation.

Jesus	is	the	firstborn	Son	of	God,	and	He	is	also	the	only	Son	of	God.	He	is	Heir
of	everything.	The	world	was	also	made	through	Him:

Hebrews	1:1	God,	who	at	various	times	and	in	various	ways	spoke	in	time	past
to	the	fathers	by	the	prophets,	2	has	in	these	last	days	spoken	to	us	by	His	Son,
whom	 He	 has	 appointed	 heir	 of	 all	 things,	 through	 whom	 also	 He	 made	 the
worlds...	5	For	to	which	of	the	angels	did	He	ever	say:	“You	are	My	Son,	Today	I
have	begotten	You”?	And	again:	“I	will	be	to	Him	a	Father,	And	He	shall	be	to
Me	a	Son”?	6	But	when	He	again	brings	the	firstborn	into	the	world,	He	says:
“Let	all	the	angels	of	God	worship	Him.”

That	David	and	Ephraim	are	also	mentioned	as	such,	is	probably	associated	with
the	 special	 position	 of	 the	 nations	 included	 in	 these	 two	men.	As	 king,	David
represented	the	entire	people	of	Israel,	while	Ephraim	later	represented	the	ten-
tribe	kingdom.

That	Israel	is	called	God’s	firstborn	son	points	to	God’s	love	for	this	people.	He
chooses	Israel	as	His	son.	Paul	speaks	about	this	in:

Romans	 9:4	who	 are	 Israelites,	 to	 whom	 pertain	 the	 adoption,	 the	 glory,	 the
covenants,	the	giving	of	the	law,	the	service	of	God,	and	the	promises.

However,	Paul	says	in:

Romans	9:8	That	 is,	 those	who	are	 the	children	of	 the	 flesh,	 these	are	not	 the
children	of	God;	but	the	children	of	the	promise	are	counted	as	the	seed.

God	 chooses	 Abraham,	 Isaac	 (not	 Ishmael),	 Jacob	 (not	 Esau).	 Esau	 sold	 his
birthright	to	Jacob.	In	those	days,	the	firstborn	received	a	double	portion	of	the
inheritance.	 However,	 he	 is	 not	 only	 heir,	 he’s	 also	 sanctified,	 intended	 to	 be
given	to	the	LORD:

Exodus	22:29	You	shall	not	delay	to	offer	the	first	of	your	ripe	produce	and	your
juices.	The	firstborn	of	your	sons	you	shall	give	to	Me.All	firstborn	animals	must
be	sacrificed	to	the	LORD.	The	firstborn	sons	must	be	redeemed:

Exodus	34:20	But	the	firstborn	of	a	donkey	you	shall	redeem	with	a	lamb.	And	if
you	will	not	redeem	him,	then	you	shall	break	his	neck.	All	the	firstborn	of	your
sons	 you	 shall	 redeem.	 And	 none	 shall	 appear	 before	 Me	 empty-handed.But



instead	of	all	 firstborn	 sons,	 the	LORD	destined	one	of	 Israel’s	 tribes	 to	 serve
Him,	as	priests,	in	order	to	make	them	His	own:

Numbers	 3:11	 Then	 the	 LORD	 spoke	 to	 Moses,	 saying:12	 “Now	 behold,	 I
Myself	have	taken	the	Levites	from	among	the	children	of	Israel	instead	of	every
firstborn	 who	 opens	 the	 womb	 among	 the	 children	 of	 Israel.	 Therefore	 the
Levites	shall	be	Mine,	13	because	all	 the	firstborn	are	Mine.	On	the	day	that	I
struck	 all	 the	 firstborn	 in	 the	 land	 of	 Egypt,	 I	 sanctified	 to	 Myself	 all	 the
firstborn	in	Israel,	both	man	and	beast.	They	shall	be	Mine:	I	am	the	LORD.”

In	this	way,	Israel	was	chosen	by	God	from	all	 the	nations	to	be	a	kingdom	of
priests,	a	holy	(set	apart)	nation.	Why	does	God	sanctify	this	nation?	Because	He
wants	to	live	in	their	midst:

Exodus	 25:8	 “And	 let	 them	 make	 Me	 a	 sanctuary,	 that	 I	 may	 dwell	 among
them.”

He	wants	to	be	enthroned	in	the	praises	of	Israel:

Psalm	22:4	But	You	are	holy,	enthroned	in	the	praises	of	Israel.

And	the	high	priest	and	his	sons	must	put	God’s	Name	on	the	Israelites	and	bless
them:

Numbers	6:23	“Speak	to	Aaron	and	his	sons,	saying,	‘This	is	the	way	you	shall
bless	the	children	of	Israel.	Say	to	them:	24	“The	LORD	bless	you	and	keep	you;
25	 the	 LORD	make	His	 face	 shine	 upon	 you,	 and	 be	 gracious	 to	 you;	 26	 the
LORD	lift	up	His	countenance	upon	you,	and	give	you	peace.”’	27	So	they	shall
put	My	name	on	the	children	of	Israel,	and	I	will	bless	them.”

Jerusalem	will	then	be	chosen	as	the	place	where	God	wants	to	dwell.

But	 the	 blessing	 does	 depend	 on	 obedience	 to	 God’s	 Law.	 Through	 Israel’s
disobedience,	 their	 living	 in	 Jerusalem	 and	 the	 blessing	 connected	with	 it	was
temporarily	postponed.	In	the	last	of	days,	God	will	once	again	live	in	the	midst
of	His	people.	Zechariah	speaks	about	this	in:

Zechariah	2:11	Many	nations	shall	be	joined	to	the	LORD	in	that	day,	and	they
shall	become	My	people.	And	I	will	dwell	in	your	midst.	Then	you	will	know	that
the	LORD	of	hosts	has	sent	Me	to	you.

And	the	apostle	Paul	explains	it	in:

Romans	11:11	 I	 say	 then,	 have	 they	 stumbled	 that	 they	 should	 fall?	Certainly



not!	But	through	their	fall,	to	provoke	them	to	jealousy,	salvation	has	come	to	the
Gentiles.	12	Now	if	their	fall	is	riches	for	the	world,	and	their	failure	riches	for
the	 Gentiles,	 how	 much	 more	 their	 fullness!	 13	 For	 I	 speak	 to	 you	 Gentiles;
inasmuch	as	I	am	an	apostle	to	the	Gentiles,	I	magnify	my	ministry,	14	if	by	any
means	I	may	provoke	to	jealousy	those	who	are	my	flesh	and	save	some	of	them.
15	For	 if	 their	being	cast	away	 is	 the	reconciling	of	 the	world,	what	will	 their
acceptance	be	but	life	from	the	dead?

In	 the	future,	 Israel	and	Jerusalem	will	become	the	center	of	 the	world,	but	by
that	time	the	Millennium	will	have	started.

In	the	NT,	the	believers–God’s	children–are	also	called	God’s	sons	(daughters).
It	 is	not	necessary	for	 the	believers	 to	 receive	a	special	anointment	 for	 that,	as
some	Bible	teachers	try	to	make	us	believe.	The	apostle	Paul	says	in	his	letter	to
the	Galatians:

Galatians	4:6	And	because	 you	are	 sons,	God	has	 sent	 forth	 the	Spirit	 of	His
Son	into	your	hearts,	crying	out,	“Abba,	Father!”	7	Therefore	you	are	no	longer
a	slave	but	a	son,	and	if	a	son,	then	an	heir	of	God	through	Christ.

1John	2:20	But	 you	 have	 an	 anointing	 from	 the	Holy	One,	 and	 you	 know	 all
things.	 (...)	 27	But	 the	 anointing	which	 you	have	 received	 from	Him	abides	 in
you,	 and	 you	 do	 not	 need	 that	 anyone	 teach	 you;	 but	 as	 the	 same	 anointing
teaches	you	concerning	all	things,	and	is	true,	and	is	not	a	lie,	and	just	as	it	has
taught	you,	you	will	abide	in	Him.

When	a	person	 repents,	 this	believer	 is	 anointed	with	 the	Holy	Spirit	–a	once-
only	thing.	See	also	2Corinthians	2:21-22.



27.	Types	and	images	of	the	Messiah
in	the	Tanakh

Jacob	in	Bethel.

The	story	of	Joseph	and	his	brothers.

The	Man	clothed	with	linen.

The	garments	of	the	High	Priest.

The	cherubim	above	the	mercy	seat.

Bearing	the	names	over	the	heart.

Moses	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

Boaz	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

Jonah	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

Solomon	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

Signs	of	the	Messiah	in	the	life	of	David.

Jacob	in	Bethel

Genesis	28:12	Then	he	dreamed,	and	behold,	a	ladder	was	set	up	on	the	earth,
and	its	top	reached	to	heaven;	and	there	the	angels	of	God	were	ascending	and
descending	on	it.	13	And	behold,	the	LORD	stood	above	it	and	said:	“I	am	the
LORD	God	of	Abraham	your	father	and	the	God	of	Isaac;	the	land	on	which	you
lie	I	will	give	to	you	and	your	descendants.

Instigated	by	Rebecca,	 Jacob	deceives	 his	 father	 so	 that	 he	would	 still	 get	 the
blessing.	 Yet,	 despite	 the	 deception,	 God	 gives	 Jacob	 the	 blessing	 of
primogeniture.

Although	in	everything	Israel	has	been	acting	against	God	and	part	of	the	nation
is	still	ousted,	God	keeps	up	His	plan	with	His	chosen	people,	because	He	has
sworn	 by	 Himself.	 He	 proceeds	 with	 His	 election	 plan,	 in	 spite	 of	 Israel’s
attitude.

The	ladder	is	an	image	of	the	Messiah.



John	1:51	And	He	said	to	him,	“Most	assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	hereafter	you	shall
see	heaven	open,	and	the	angels	of	God	ascending	and	descending	upon	the	Son
of	Man.”

With	the	above,	it	is	also	appropriate	to	note	that	at	this	point,	the	firstborn	right
belonged	 to	 Jacob	 as	 Esau	 had	 already	 sold	 it	 to	 him.	 Esau,	 being	 the	 son	 of
Isaac	who	was	a	wealthy	man	at	 this	point,	could	easily	choose	 to	walk	a	 few
more	meters	 to	 the	next	 tent	and	 receive	 food	 to	satisfy	his	hunger...	which	he
did	not.	In	the	blessing	episode,	it	is	common	to	emphasize	Jacob’s	misbehavior.
However,	the	truth	is	also	that	Esau	no	longer	had	the	right	to	claim	the	firstborn
blessing	from	his	father	(Genesis	27:36)	since	he	had	already	sold	the	birthright.
He	should	have	told	his	father	that	it	was	not	his	anymore	and	that	he	could	not
actually	demand	it	from	him.	Therefore,	 this	makes	Esau’s	claim	against	Jacob
in	Genesis	27:36	false.

The	story	of	Joseph	and	his	brothers

Joseph	as	a	type	of	the	Messiah	Jesus

In	the	story	of	Joseph,	we	can	point	to	various	situations	in	which	we	recognize
him	 as	 a	 type	 of	 the	Messiah	 Jesus.	 I	 want	 to	 restrict	myself	 to	 several	 clear
points	of	similarity.

The	main	line	is	that	Joseph	saw	to	it	that	his	people	stayed	alive	by	providing
them	 with	 bread.	 Because	 of	 this,	 the	 eternal	 covenant	 made	 by	 God	 with
Abraham	 could	 be	 preserved;	 and	 the	 promises	 God	 had	 made	 to	 Abraham–
including	the	coming	of	the	Messiah–could	also	be	fulfilled.	Joseph	paid	a	heavy
price,	going	through	the	depths,	learning	to	become	a	slave,	being	a	servant.	You
could	say	he	had	to	die	to	himself.

Just	like	Joseph,	the	Lord	Jesus	took	care	of	the	bread–though	in	His	case	it	was
the	Living	Bread.	He	Himself	was	the	Living	Bread	from	heaven.	Through	Him,
His	 people	was	 called	 into	 being	 and	kept	 alive–an	 eternal	 life.	 Joseph	had	 to
preserve	 the	 old	 covenant	 in	 order	 for	 the	 new	 covenant	 to	 come	 about.
However,	this	new	covenant	could	only	come	about	through	paying	the	ultimate
price	through	the	deepest	depths,	the	road	of	dying	on	the	cross.	The	Lord	Jesus
Himself	said	that	He	did	not	come	to	be	served	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	His	life
as	a	ransom	for	many	(see	Mark	10:45).

The	 centrality	 and	 criticality	 of	 Israel	 in	God’s	 plan	 of	 salvation	 are	 also	 very
clearly	seen	 in	Joseph’s	story	as	we	know	that	 the	hunger	was	not	 limited,	but



took	place	“in	all	the	lands”	(countries)	and	that	people	from	everywhere	went	to
Egypt	 for	 food	 (Genesis	 41:54).	Thus,	 through	 Joseph,	 son	 of	 Israel,	ALL	 the
people	and	nations	are	saved.	Israel	being	apple	of	God’s	eye	is	for	the	saving	of
all	nations.

This	is	how	Joseph’s	story	starts	in	the	Bible:

Genesis	37:2	(…)	Joseph,	being	seventeen	years	old,	was	feeding	the	flock	with
his	brothers.	And	the	lad	was	with	the	sons	of	Bilhah	and	the	sons	of	Zilpah,	his
father’s	wives;	 and	 Joseph	 brought	 a	 bad	 report	 of	 them	 to	 his	 father.	 3	Now
Israel	loved	Joseph	more	than	all	his	children,	because	he	was	the	son	of	his	old
age.	Also	he	made	him	a	tunic	of	many	colors.	4	But	when	his	brothers	saw	that
their	father	loved	him	more	than	all	his	brothers,	they	hated	him	and	could	not
speak	peaceably	to	him.

“and	 Joseph	 brought	 a	 bad	 report	 of	 them	 to	 his	 father.”	 This	 text	 is	 often
interpreted	 in	 a	 negative	 manner,	 but	 I	 think	 Joseph	 really	 worried	 about	 his
brothers’	 bad	 behavior.	 Joseph	 did	 not	 dislike	 his	 brothers;	 after	 all,	 he	 was
prepared	to	seek	his	brothers	and	inform	after	their	health.

“Now	Israel	loved	Joseph	more	than	all	his	children,”	It	does	not	say	that	Jacob
loved	 Joseph	more	 than	 all	 his	 other	 sons,	 but	 Israel–his	 new	 name.	God	 had
worked	this	 love	in	Jacob’s	heart.	Joseph	was	not	Jacob’s	first-born	son,	but	 in
accordance	with	God’s	plan	Joseph	did	get	that	position.	This	is	also	expressed
in	the	beautiful	‘tunic	of	many	colors’.

We	 also	 know	 from	 2	 Samuel	 13:18	 that	 the	 coat	 of	 many	 colors	 was	 the
clothing	of	the	children	of	the	king.	We	can	see	therefore	that	Jacob’s	act	was	not
just	an	act	of	favoritism	that	a	father	might	show	to	his	young/smaller	child	but	a
revelation	of	the	Scripture	that	the	father	here	gives	to	Joseph,	the	smaller	child,
a	 position	higher	 than	 and	 above	his	 older	 brothers.	This	 explains	 their	 hatred
and	jealousy	towards	him.

The	above	makes	me	think	of	God’s	love	for	His	Son,	the	Messiah	Jesus.

Genesis	37:5	Now	Joseph	had	a	dream,	and	he	told	it	to	his	brothers;	and	they
hated	 him	 even	more.	 6	 So	 he	 said	 to	 them,	 “Please	 hear	 this	 dream	which	 I
have	dreamed:	7	There	we	were,	binding	sheaves	in	the	field.	Then	behold,	my
sheaf	arose	and	also	 stood	upright;	and	 indeed	your	 sheaves	 stood	all	around
and	bowed	down	to	my	sheaf.”	8	And	his	brothers	said	to	him,	“Shall	you	indeed
reign	over	us?	Or	shall	you	indeed	have	dominion	over	us?”	So	they	hated	him



even	more	 for	 his	 dreams	 and	 for	 his	words.	 9	 Then	 he	 dreamed	 still	 another
dream	 and	 told	 it	 to	 his	 brothers,	 and	 said,	 “Look,	 I	 have	 dreamed	 another
dream.	And	 this	 time,	 the	 sun,	 the	moon,	 and	 the	 eleven	 stars	 bowed	 down	 to
me.”	10	So	he	told	it	to	his	father	and	his	brothers;	and	his	father	rebuked	him
and	said	to	him,	“What	is	this	dream	that	you	have	dreamed?	Shall	your	mother
and	I	and	your	brothers	indeed	come	to	bow	down	to	the	earth	before	you?”	11
And	his	brothers	envied	him,	but	his	father	kept	the	matter	in	mind.

Joseph’s	 dreams	 were	 inspired	 by	 God.	 Joseph	 was	 no	 ‘master	 dreamer’,	 as
people	 sometimes	 say.	 The	 first	 dream	 speaks	 of	 his	 brothers’	 submission	 to
Joseph.	They	bowed	down	before	him,	and	their	response	was,	‘Shall	you	indeed
reign	over	us?’

We	 find	 a	 similar	 situation	 in	 the	 parable	 that	 the	Lord	 Jesus	 tells	 us	 in	Luke
19:14	where	 it	 also	 says	 that	 the	 citizens	 did	 not	want	 this	 king	 to	 reign	 over
them.	 The	 sheaves	 in	 Joseph’s	 dream	 refer	 to	 Joseph’s	 future	 position.	 In
conformity	with	Pharaoh’s	decision	he	will	feed	the	entire	nation.

The	second	dream	goes	even	further	since	it	indicates	that	also	his	father	and	his
mother	(who	has	meanwhile	died)	will	one	day	bow	down	for	him.	Jacob	does
keep	 these	dreams	 in	mind.	 In	 the	New	Testament,	Mary	 received	 a	 prophetic
message	about	a	future	Son,	and	she	kept	these	words	in	her	heart.	We	also	find
the	images	of	the	second	dream	in:

Revelation	12:1	Now	a	great	 sign	appeared	 in	heaven:	a	woman	clothed	with
the	sun,	with	the	moon	under	her	feet,	and	on	her	head	a	garland	of	twelve	stars.

It	involves	a	sign	concerning	God’s	acting	with	the	woman.	It	is	usually	assumed
that	Israel	is	meant	with	the	woman.	In	verse	4,	the	dragon	is	out	to	devour	the
Child	 that	 the	woman	 is	 going	 to	 bring	 forth.	However,	 her	Child	 is	 snatched
away	to	God	and	His	throne.	With	the	Child,	the	Messiah	is	meant.	Just	like	in
Revelation	 12,	 the	 battle	 between	 Joseph	 and	 his	 brothers	 is	 at	 stake	 in	 his
dream–the	battle	between	good	and	evil,	between	God	and	satan.	Ultimately,	the
Child	is	the	victor	in	this	battle.	Also	in	Joseph’s	dream,	everybody	has	to	submit
to	him.

It	is	worth	noticing	that	the	two	dreams	also	give	a	prophetic	illustration	of	the
people	of	 Israel.	 In	 the	 first	 dream,	 they	 are	 the	 sheaves–a	 symbol	of	 blessing
(bread)–which	 indeed	 they	 are	 called	 to	be.	By	 the	way,	 the	Hebrew	word	 for
sheaf	is	“ALUMAH”,	which	also	literally	means	‘beam’	of	light	and,	of	course,



they	are	to	be	a	light	and	blessing	to	the	nations.	In	the	second	dream,	they	are
the	 sun,	 the	moon	 and	 the	 stars–the	 sources	 of	 light	 and	guidance–and	 indeed
they	are	called	to	be	light	and	guidance	to	the	world	(Isaiah	60:1-3).

Genesis	37:12	Then	his	brothers	went	to	feed	their	father’s	flock	in	Shechem.	13
And	Israel	said	to	Joseph,	“Are	not	your	brothers	feeding	the	flock	in	Shechem?
Come,	I	will	send	you	to	them.”	So	he	said	to	him,	“Here	I	am.”

Joseph	is	sent	by	his	father	to	go	and	see	his	brothers.	Joseph	says	to	his	father,
“Here	I	am.”

The	Messiah	Jesus	was	also	sent	by	His	Father	 to	 this	world.	Psalm	40:7	says
about	this,	“Behold,	I	come”	(also	translated	as	“Here	I	am,	I	have	come”,	NIV).
Various	servants	of	God	have	given	 the	same	response	when	God	called	 them.
Think	of	Abraham,	Jacob,	Moses,	Samuel	and	Isaiah.

Genesis	37:17	And	 the	man	 said,	“They	have	departed	 from	here,	 for	 I	 heard
them	say,	‘Let	us	go	to	Dothan.’”	So	Joseph	went	after	his	brothers	and	found
them	in	Dothan.	18	Now	when	they	saw	him	afar	off,	even	before	he	came	near
them,	they	conspired	against	him	to	kill	him.	19	Then	they	said	to	one	another,
“Look,	this	dreamer	is	coming!	20	Come	therefore,	let	us	now	kill	him	and	cast
him	 into	 some	 pit;	 and	we	 shall	 say,	 ‘Some	wild	 beast	 has	 devoured	 him.’	We
shall	see	what	will	become	of	his	dreams!”

Similarly	 to	 Joseph’s	 brothers,	 the	 Scribes	 and	 Pharisees	 devised	 plans	 to	 kill
Jesus.

Matthew	26:4	…and	plotted	to	take	Jesus	by	trickery	and	kill	Him.

Genesis	37:23	So	 it	came	 to	pass,	when	Joseph	had	come	 to	his	brothers,	 that
they	stripped	Joseph	of	his	tunic,	the	tunic	of	many	colors	that	was	on	him.	24
Then	they	took	him	and	cast	him	into	a	pit.	And	the	pit	was	empty;	there	was	no
water	in	it.

Similarly	 to	 Joseph’s	 brothers,	 the	 soldiers	 of	 the	Roman	 army	were	 the	 ones
who	took	off	Jesus’	garment.

Matthew	27:28	And	they	stripped	Him	and	put	a	scarlet	robe	on	Him.

This	also	happened	near	 the	cross	 in	order	 that	 the	Scripture	might	be	fulfilled
(John	19:23-24).

Genesis	37:28	Then	Midianite	traders	passed	by;	so	the	brothers	pulled	Joseph



up	 and	 lifted	 him	 out	 of	 the	 pit,	 and	 sold	 him	 to	 the	 Ishmaelites	 for	 twenty
shekels	of	silver.	And	they	took	Joseph	to	Egypt.

The	Lord	Jesus	was	sold	by	Judas	for	thirty	pieces	of	silver,	at	the	time	the	price
for	 a	 slave.	What	 a	 humiliation	 for	 the	 Son	 of	God!	As	 for	 the	 price	 paid	 for
Joseph,	this	was	also	the	then	going	price	for	a	slave.

After	Joseph	has	been	sold	 to	 the	 traders,	 these	people	 resell	him	as	a	slave	 to
one	 of	 Pharaoh’s	 servants.	 As	 a	 result	 of	 being	 falsely	 accused	 of	 adultery,
Joseph	 ends	 up	 in	 jail.	 There,	 through	 divine	 teaching,	 he	 may	 interpret	 two
dreams	for	two	of	Pharaoh’s	servants.	Later,	Pharaoh	has	two	dreams	and	calls
for	 Joseph	 to	 interpret	 them.	 This	 interpretation	 is	 a	 means	 in	 God’s	 hand	 to
release	Joseph	from	jail;	he	even	receives	the	position	of	/viceroy/governor?/	of
Egypt.	In	this	position,	he	must	keep	stocks	in	the	next	seven	years	of	abundant
harvest–in	order	to	have	enough	food	for	the	seven	years	of	crop	failure	that	will
follow	after	the	abundant	harvest.	In	these	years	of	famine,	his	brothers	come	to
him	 to	buy	wheat.	They	do	not	 recognize	Joseph,	but	he	does	 recognize	 them.
After	 his	 brothers	 have	 arrived	 for	 the	 third	 time,	 he	makes	 himself	 known	 to
them.	This	emotional	event	is	recorded	in	Genesis	45.

It	is	interesting	to	note	that	it	is	Joseph	himself	who	receives	the	brothers.	In	his
position,	second	to	Pharaoh,	Joseph	did	not	have	to	wait	at	the	place	where	the
people	coming	for	food	were	arriving.	He	had	many	servants	to	do	this	kind	of
work.	 However,	 it	 shows	 us	 that	 Joseph	 was	 waiting	 and	 longing	 for	 his
brothers.	 He	 knew	 the	 day	would	 come	 that	 he	will	 see	 them.	After	 all,	 God
revealed	so	much	to	him.	He	must	have	known	that	they	must	come	to	Egypt	for
food.	The	dreams	must	be	fulfilled	at	every	level.	Current	and	future.

Also	today,	the	Lord	is	waiting	to	receive	His	people.	The	day	will	come	when
they	will	look	upon	the	One	whom	they	have	pierced.

Genesis	45:3	Then	Joseph	 said	 to	his	brothers,	“I	am	Joseph;	does	my	 father
still	live?”	But	his	brothers	could	not	answer	him,	for	they	were	dismayed	in	his
presence.	4	And	Joseph	said	to	his	brothers,	“Please	come	near	to	me.”	So	they
came	near.	Then	he	said:	“I	am	Joseph	your	brother,	whom	you	sold	into	Egypt.
5	 But	 now,	 do	 not	 therefore	 be	 grieved	 or	 angry	with	 yourselves	 because	 you
sold	me	here;	for	God	sent	me	before	you	to	preserve	life.	6	For	these	two	years
the	famine	has	been	in	the	land,	and	there	are	still	five	years	in	which	there	will
be	neither	plowing	nor	harvesting.	7	And	God	sent	me	before	you	to	preserve	a
posterity	for	you	in	the	earth,	and	to	save	your	lives	by	a	great	deliverance.”



The	first	time	Joseph	did	not	make	himself	known	to	his	brothers,	although	his
heart	 longed	 for	 his	 brothers.	He	 did	 this	 intentionally,	 as	 he	wanted	 to	 know
whether	they	had	changed	in	the	meantime.	After	the	third	meeting	it	turned	out
that	they	indeed	had	changed.	His	brother	Judah	stood	surety	for	their	youngest
brother	Benjamin.

In	the	life	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	something	similar	happened:	the	Lord	was	also	sold
by	His	Jewish	brother	as	a	slave,	and	 later	sentenced	 to	death	by	His	brothers.
After	His	death	and	resurrection,	the	Lord	is	still	waiting	for	the	change	in	His
Jewish	brothers.	That	day	will	surely	come!	The	heart	of	the	Lord	longs	to	make
Himself	known	to	His	Jewish	brothers.	However,	 they	will	first	repent	 through
the	Spirit	of	grace.

Joseph’s	brothers,	terrified	as	they	were,	were	not	capable	of	answering	him.	We
will	see	a	similar	sort	of	reaction	at	the	appearance	of	the	Messiah,	as	we	read	in:

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,
and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.”

Then	Joseph	invites	his	relatives	to	come	and	stay	in	the	land	of	Goshen,	“You
shall	be	near	to	me	…	There	I	will	provide	for	you…”	(Genesis	45:10-11).

The	Lord	Jesus	spoke	similar	comforting	words	to	His	disciples:

John	14:1	“Let	not	your	heart	be	troubled;	you	believe	in	God,	believe	also	in
Me.	2	In	My	Father’s	house	are	many	mansions;	if	it	were	not	so,	I	would	have
told	you.	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you.	3	And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for
you,	I	will	come	again	and	receive	you	to	Myself;	that	where	I	am,	there	you	may
be	also.”

Similar	words	of	comfort	for	God’s	chosen	people	of	Israel	can	be	found	in:

Zechariah	 12:8	 “In	 that	 day	 the	 LORD	 will	 defend	 the	 inhabitants	 of
Jerusalem;	 the	one	who	 is	 feeble	among	 them	 in	 that	 day	 shall	 be	 like	David,
and	 the	 house	 of	David	 shall	 be	 like	God,	 like	 the	Angel	 of	 the	 LORD	before
them.”

Genesis	45:7	“And	God	sent	me	before	you	to	preserve	a	posterity	for	you	in	the
earth,	and	to	save	your	lives	by	a	great	deliverance.”



Through	Joseph,	his	people	(Israel)	were	saved,	despite	the	fact	that	his	brothers
mocked,	despised	and	sold	him.	After	his	deep	humiliation	in	prison	and	his	rise
to	power,	Joseph	says	to	his	brothers,	“Do	not	be	afraid.”

Likewise,	through	the	Messiah	Jesus,	Israel	is	saved,	despite	the	fact	that	Israel
mocked,	despised	and	sold	Him.	After	His	death	and	 resurrection,	Christ	 says,
“Do	not	be	afraid.”	The	bride	and	wife	of	Joseph	was	a	woman	of	the	nations,
from	Egypt.	The	Messiah	will	also	receive	a	bride	from	the	nations,	the	church.

The	man	clothed	with	linen

It	 is	 very	 probable	 that	 the	Man	 clothed	with	 linen	 in	Ezekiel	 9	 and	10	 is	 the
image	of	the	Lord	Jesus	in	the	Tanakh.	This	man	has	come	to	judge,	but	first	He
must	put	a	mark	on	the	foreheads	of	the	ones	who	will	escape.

In	the	same	way,	all	who	believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus	will	receive	a	mark.	They	will
become	 a	 temple	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 it	 will	 be	 visible	 once	 a	 person	 has
received	the	Holy	Spirit.	Paul	says	about	this	in	
2	 Corinthians	 1:	 22:	who	 also	 has	 sealed	 us	 and	 given	 us	 the	 Spirit	 in	 our
hearts	as	a	guarantee.	They	will	also	escape	 the	 judgment	of	 the	Man	clothed
with	linen–the	Messiah	Jesus.	They	will	be	judged,	but	not	condemned.

In	the	book	of	Revelation,	Chapter	7,	we	also	read	about	a	group	of	people	who
receive	a	mark	from	God	in	order	not	to	be	killed	by	the	evil	one.	They	are	the
144,000	servants	of	God,	from	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.

Ezekiel	9:2	And	 suddenly	 six	men	 came	 from	 the	 direction	 of	 the	 upper	 gate,
which	 faces	north,	each	with	his	battle-ax	 in	his	hand.	One	Man	among	them
was	clothed	with	linen	and	had	a	writer’s	inkhorn	at	his	side.	They	went	in	and
stood	beside	the	bronze	altar.	3	Now	the	glory	of	the	God	of	Israel	had	gone	up
from	the	cherub,	where	it	had	been,	to	the	threshold	of	the	temple.	And	He	called
to	 the	Man	clothed	with	 linen,	who	had	the	writer’s	 inkhorn	at	his	side;	(…)	6
“Utterly	slay	old	and	young	men,	maidens	and	little	children	and	women;	but	do
not	come	near	anyone	on	whom	is	the	mark;	and	begin	at	My	sanctuary.”	So
they	 began	with	 the	 elders	who	were	 before	 the	 temple.	 (…)	 11	 Just	 then,	 the
Man	clothed	with	linen,	who	had	the	inkhorn	at	his	side,	reported	back	and	said,
“I	have	done	as	You	commanded	me.”

1	Peter	4:17	For	the	time	has	come	for	judgment	to	begin	at	the	house	of	God;
and	if	it	begins	with	us	first,	what	will	be	the	end	of	those	who	do	not	obey	the
gospel	of	God?



John	17:4	“I	have	glorified	You	on	the	earth.	I	have	finished	the	work	which
You	have	given	Me	to	do.”

Revelation	7:3	saying,	“Do	not	harm	the	earth,	the	sea,	or	the	trees	till	we	have
sealed	the	servants	of	our	God	on	their	foreheads.”

Revelation	14:1	Then	 I	 looked,	 and	behold,	 a	Lamb	 standing	on	Mount	Zion,
and	with	Him	one	hundred	and	forty-four	thousand,	having	His	Father’s	name
written	on	their	foreheads.

Revelation	15:2	And	I	saw	something	like	a	sea	of	glass	mingled	with	fire,	and
those	who	have	the	victory	over	the	beast,	over	his	image	and	over	his	mark	and
over	the	number	of	his	name,	standing	on	the	sea	of	glass,	having	harps	of	God.

Revelation	 22:4	 They	 shall	 see	 His	 face,	 and	 His	 name	 shall	 be	 on	 their
foreheads.

In	Daniel	 10,	we	 see	 another	Man	clothed	with	 linen.	This	 image	corresponds
with	the	appearance	of	the	glorified	Messiah	to	His	servant	John	on	Patmos.	The
reactions	of	Daniel	and	John	are	almost	identical.	Also	identical,	though,	is	the
reaction	of	the	Man	and	of	Messiah	Jesus	to	the	fear	and	terror	of	these	servants:
“Do	not	fear.”

Daniel	10:5	I	lifted	my	eyes	and	looked,	and	behold,	a	certain	Man	clothed	in
linen,	whose	waist	was	girded	with	gold	of	Uphaz!	6	His	body	was	like	beryl,	his
face	like	the	appearance	of	lightning,	his	eyes	like	torches	of	fire,	his	arms	and
feet	like	burnished	bronze	in	color,	and	the	sound	of	his	words	like	the	voice	of
a	multitude.

Revelation	1:13	and	 in	 the	midst	of	 the	 seven	 lampstands	One	 like	 the	Son	of
Man,	clothed	with	a	garment	down	to	the	feet	and	girded	about	the	chest	with	a
golden	band.	14	His	head	and	hair	were	white	like	wool,	as	white	as	snow,	and
His	eyes	like	a	flame	of	fire;	15	His	feet	were	like	fine	brass,	as	if	refined	in	a
furnace,	and	His	voice	as	 the	sound	of	many	waters;	16	He	had	 in	His	 right
hand	 seven	 stars,	 out	 of	 His	 mouth	 went	 a	 sharp	 two-edged	 sword,	 and	 His
countenance	was	like	the	sun	shining	in	its	strength.

Daniel	10:9	Yet	I	heard	the	sound	of	His	words;	and	while	I	heard	the	sound	of
His	words	I	was	in	a	deep	sleep	on	my	face,	with	my	face	to	the	ground.

Daniel	10:19	And	he	said,	“O	man	greatly	beloved,	fear	not!	Peace	be	to	you;
be	 strong,	 yes,	 be	 strong!”	 So	when	He	 spoke	 to	me	 I	 was	 strengthened,	 and



said,	“Let	my	Lord	speak,	for	You	have	strengthened	me.”

Revelation	1:	17	And	when	I	saw	Him,	I	fell	at	His	feet	as	dead.	But	He	laid	His
right	hand	on	me,	saying	to	me,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	I	am	the	First	and	the	Last.
18	I	am	He	who	lives,	and	was	dead,	and	behold,	I	am	alive	forevermore.	Amen.
And	I	have	the	keys	of	hades	and	of	death.”

Wrapped	in	cloths

Luke	 2:7	 And	 she	 brought	 forth	 her	 firstborn	 Son,	 and	 wrapped	 Him	 in
swaddling	cloths,	and	laid	Him	in	a	manger,	because	there	was	no	room	for	them
in	 the	 inn.	 (…)	 12	 “And	 this	 will	 be	 the	 sign	 to	 you:	 You	 will	 find	 a	 Babe
wrapped	in	swaddling	cloths,	lying	in	a	manger.”

John	20:6	Then	Simon	Peter	came,	following	him,	and	went	into	the	tomb;	and
he	saw	the	linen	cloths	lying	there,	7	and	the	handkerchief	[face	cloth]	that	had
been	around	His	head,	not	lying	with	the	linen	cloths,	but	folded	together	in	a
place	by	itself.

In	the	manger,	Jesus–as	the	Son	of	God–laid	down	His	glory.	He	was	wrapped	in
swaddling	cloths.	During	His	life	on	earth,	however,	He	showed	His	glory	many
times	 in	 the	 miracles	 He	 performed.	 That	 glory	 culminated	 on	 the	 Mount	 of
Glorification,	 Mount	 Tabor.	 On	 the	 cross,	 when	 laden	 with	 our	 sins,	 He	 laid
down	His	glory	again	in	order	to	reconcile	us	again	with	God.	He	finished	His
earthly	 life	while	wrapped	 in	 linen	cloths	 and	 laying	 in	 the	 tomb	of	 Joseph	of
Arimathea.

Just	like	the	high	priest	in	the	Tanakh,	who	on	the	Day	of	Atonement	had	to	lay
down	his	 glorious	 outer	 garment	 and	make	 reconciliation	 for	 the	 entire	 nation
while	clothed	 in	 linen,	 Jesus	had	 to	 lay	down	His	glory	and	 lie	 in	 the	 tomb	 in
linen	cloths–until	He	rose	from	the	dead	and	was	glorified	once	again.

After	the	fall,	God	said	that	from	that	moment	on	Adam	would	have	to	work	in
the	sweat	of	his	face.	It	was	put	upon	him	as	a	curse.	In	the	Lord	Jesus’	grave,
after	His	 resurrection,	 the	 face	 cloth	was	 folded	 up	 separately–a	 sign	 that	 this
curse	on	Adam	was	lifted	and	reconciled?

The	garments	of	the	high	priest

Leviticus	21:10	‘He	who	is	the	high	priest	among	his	brethren,	on	whose	head
the	anointing	oil	was	poured	and	who	is	consecrated	to	wear	the	garments,	shall
not	uncover	his	head	nor	tear	his	clothes.’



Matthew	26:65	Then	the	high	priest	tore	his	clothes,	saying,	“He	has	spoken
blasphemy!	What	 further	 need	 do	we	 have	 of	 witnesses?	 Look,	 now	 you	 have
heard	His	blasphemy!”

Exodus	28:2	“And	you	shall	make	holy	garments	 for	Aaron	your	brother,	 for
glory	and	for	beauty.	3	So	you	shall	speak	to	all	who	are	gifted	artisans,	whom	I
have	filled	with	the	spirit	of	wisdom,	that	they	may	make	Aaron’s	garments,	to
consecrate	 him,	 that	 he	 may	 minister	 to	 Me	 as	 priest.	 4	 And	 these	 are	 the
garments	 which	 they	 shall	 make:	 a	 breastplate,	 an	 ephod,	 a	 robe,	 a	 skillfully
woven	tunic,	a	turban,	and	a	sash.	So	they	shall	make	holy	garments	for	Aaron
your	brother	and	his	sons,	that	he	may	minister	to	Me	as	priest.”

The	 clothes	 of	 the	 high	 priest	 were	 holy	 garments	 to	 give	 him	 dignity	 and
prestige.	 Verse	 3	 of	 Exodus	 28	 states	 that	 the	 garments	must	 consecrate	 him,
‘that	 he	may	minister	 to	Me	 as	 priest.’	Without	 those	 garments,	 he	 could	 not
minister	 to	 the	LORD.	By	 tearing	his	holy	garments–which	was	against	God’s
commandment–he	 could	 no	 longer	 serve	 the	 LORD.	 This	 is	 what	 happened
during	the	interrogation	of	the	Messiah	Jesus	by	Caiaphas,	the	high	priest.	From
then	on	Caiaphas	could	therefore	no	longer	be	a	high	priest	(see	Matthew	26:65).

His	garments	go	with	him	as	a	type	of	the	Messiah.	By	tearing	these	garments,
he	tears	up	and	rejects	the	Messiah	Jesus.

That	Caiaphas	could	no	longer	be	a	high	priest,	was	confirmed	by	the	fact	that
the	veil	of	the	temple	was	torn	in	two,	from	top	to	bottom,	at	the	moment	that	the
Messiah	Jesus	had	finished	His	sacrifice	for	the	sins	(Matthew	27:51).	Now	the
believers	 have	 direct	 access	 to	 the	 Father,	 through	 Jesus	 Christ,	 our	 Lord
(Hebrews	4:16).

See	also	Exodus	36:35.	On	the	veil	there	were	the	two	cherubim,	reminding	us
of	the	sin	of	Adam	and	Eve	in	the	garden	of	Eden–sin	that	separated	the	human
race	 from	 God.	 When	 the	 veil	 was	 torn	 and	 fell,	 it	 also	 indicated	 that	 the
cherubim	were	now	removed	from	the	entrance	to	the	presence	of	God.	We	now
have	access	to	the	presence	of	God.

At	that	moment,	the	ark	was	no	longer	present	in	the	temple;	it	has	never	been
found	 again	on	 earth.	 Jeremiah	 already	prophesied	 this	 in	Chapter	 3	 verse	 16:
“(…)	that	they	will	say	no	more,	‘The	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD.’	It	shall
not	come	to	mind,	nor	shall	they	remember	it,	nor	shall	they	visit	it,	nor	shall	it
be	made	anymore.”	This	verse	does	deal	with	 the	 situation	 in	 the	Millennium,



but	the	ark	had	been	stolen	earlier	by	the	enemies.	Later	we	read	in	the	book	of
Revelation	that	God’s	ark	is	in	heaven:

Revelation	11:19	Then	the	temple	of	God	was	opened	in	heaven,	and	the	ark	of
His	 covenant	 was	 seen	 in	 His	 temple.	 And	 there	 were	 lightnings,	 noises,
thunderings,	an	earthquake,	and	great	hail.

Exodus	28:4	“And	these	are	the	garments	which	they	shall	make:	a	breastplate,
an	ephod,	a	 robe,	a	 skillfully	woven	 tunic,	a	 turban,	and	a	 sash.	So	 they	 shall
make	holy	garments	for	Aaron	your	brother	and	his	sons,	that	he	may	minister
to	Me	as	priest.	5	They	shall	take	the	gold,	blue,	purple,	and	scarlet	thread,	and
fine	linen.”

Leviticus	16:3	“Thus	Aaron	shall	come	into	the	Holy	Place:	with	the	blood	of	a
young	bull	as	a	sin	offering,	and	of	a	ram	as	a	burnt	offering.	4	He	shall	put	the
holy	 linen	 tunic	 and	 the	 linen	 trousers	 on	 his	 body;	 he	 shall	 be	 girded	with	 a
linen	 sash,	 and	 with	 the	 linen	 turban	 he	 shall	 be	 attired.	 These	 are	 holy
garments.	Therefore	he	shall	wash	his	body	 in	water,	and	put	 them	on.	 (…)	17
There	 shall	 be	 no	man	 in	 the	 tabernacle	 of	meeting	when	 he	 goes	 in	 to	make
atonement	in	the	Holy	Place,	until	he	comes	out,	that	he	may	make	atonement
for	himself,	for	his	household,	and	for	all	the	assembly	of	Israel.	(…)

20	And	when	he	has	made	an	end	of	atoning	for	the	Holy	Place,	the	tabernacle
of	meeting,	and	the	altar,	he	shall	bring	the	live	goat.	21	Aaron	shall	lay	both	his
hands	 on	 the	 head	 of	 the	 live	 goat,	 confess	 over	 it	 all	 the	 iniquities	 of	 the
children	of	Israel,	and	all	 their	 transgressions,	concerning	all	 their	sins,	putting
them	on	the	head	of	the	goat,	and	shall	send	it	away	into	the	wilderness	by	the
hand	of	a	suitable	man.	22	The	goat	shall	bear	on	itself	all	their	iniquities	to	an
uninhabited	 land;	 and	 he	 shall	 release	 the	 goat	 in	 the	 wilderness.	 23	 Then
Aaron	 shall	 come	 into	 the	 tabernacle	 of	 meeting,	 shall	 take	 off	 the	 linen
garments	which	he	put	on	when	he	went	into	the	Holy	Place,	and	shall	leave
them	there.	24	And	he	shall	wash	his	body	with	water	in	a	holy	place,	put	on	his
garments,	 come	 out	 and	 offer	 his	 burnt	 offering	 and	 the	 burnt	 offering	 of	 the
people,	and	make	atonement	for	himself	and	for	the	people.”

The	high	priest	made	atonement	for	the	sins	in	the	Holy	Place.	He	then	sent	the
scapegoat	 into	 the	wilderness,	outside	 the	camp.	Then	 the	sins	were	gone,	and
would	not	return!

That’s	 also	what	happened	on	Calvary.	The	Messiah	 Jesus	was	both	 sacrificial



lamb	and	scapegoat.	He	too	completed	the	sacrifice	for	the	sin	outside	the	camp,
outside	 Jerusalem.	He	made	 complete	 atonement	 for	 all	 the	 people	whom	 the
Father	will	give	Him.

However,	the	high	priest	was	not	allowed	to	enter	the	Holy	Place	in	full	regalia.
He	was	not	even	allowed	to	do	so	on	that	one	particular	day	in	the	year.	Then	he
could	only	enter	clothed	in	the	holy	linen	garments.

The	 same	 applied	 to	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus.	 He	 did	 not	 go	 to	 Golgotha	 in	 His
glorious	appearance,	as	 the	Son	of	God–no,	He	went	as	a	slave,	sold	for	 thirty
pieces	of	silver.	Wrapped	in	linen	cloths	He	entered	the	grave.

After	 the	 high	 priest	 had	made	 atonement,	 he	 could	 appear	 before	 the	 nation
again	in	his	glorious	garments–his	sky-blue	garment,	the	ephod	on	his	breast	and
the	turban	on	his	head.	Similarly,	having	finished	the	atonement,	the	Lord	Jesus
appeared	 before	 His	 disciples	 in	 a	 new,	 glorious,	 heavenly	 appearance–a	 new
glorified	body,	in	which	also	all	His	disciples	will	one	day	appear.	He	has	risen
from	the	Grave,	the	Stone	had	been	rolled	away	so	that	His	people	could	have	a
look	in	the	grave.	And	what	did	they	see	in	that	sanctuary?	An	angel	at	the	head
and	an	angel	at	the	foot.	The	cherubim	above	the	mercy	seat!

In	the	same	way	that	Jesus	fulfilled	the	Passover	by	shedding	His	blood,	He	also
fulfilled	 the	 feast	 of	 atonement.	At	 this	 feast,	 the	High	 Priest	would	 enter	 the
holy	of	holies	with	a	sacrifice	of	sin,	and	the	whole	congregation	(people)	would
remain	outside,	anxiously	awaiting	the	return	of	the	High	Priest	to	see	whether
the	 sacrifice	had	been	accepted.	 In	 the	 same	manner,	 Jesus,	 as	 the	high	priest,
entered	the	heavenly	temple	with	His	own	sacrifice	while	the	whole	world	was
waiting	 anxiously	 for	 His	 return.	 And	 He	 did	 return	 on	 the	 third	 day	 as	 a
confirmation	to	the	world	that	His	sacrifice	was	accepted.	The	day	of	atonement
was	also	fulfilled!

The	cherubim	above	the	mercy	seat

Exodus	25:17	“You	shall	make	a	mercy	seat	of	pure	gold;	two	and	a	half	cubits
shall	be	its	length	and	a	cubit	and	a	half	its	width.	18	And	you	shall	make	two
cherubim	of	gold;	of	hammered	work	you	shall	make	them	at	the	two	ends	of	the
mercy	seat.	19	Make	one	cherub	at	one	end,	and	the	other	cherub	at	 the	other
end;	 you	 shall	make	 the	 cherubim	 at	 the	 two	 ends	 of	 it	 of	 one	 piece	with	 the
mercy	 seat.	20	And	 the	cherubim	shall	 stretch	out	 their	wings	above,	 covering
the	mercy	seat	with	their	wings,	and	they	shall	face	one	another;	the	faces	of	the



cherubim	shall	be	toward	the	mercy	seat.	21	You	shall	put	the	mercy	seat	on	top
of	the	ark,	and	in	the	ark	you	shall	put	the	Testimony	that	I	will	give	you.	22	And
there	I	will	meet	with	you,	and	I	will	speak	with	you	from	above	the	mercy	seat,
from	 between	 the	 two	 cherubim	which	 are	 on	 the	 ark	 of	 the	 Testimony,	 about
everything	which	I	will	give	you	in	commandment	to	the	children	of	Israel.”

John	20:11	But	Mary	stood	outside	by	 the	 tomb	weeping,	and	as	she	wept	she
stooped	 down	 and	 looked	 into	 the	 tomb.	 12	And	 she	 saw	 two	 angels	 in	white
sitting,	one	at	 the	head	and	 the	other	at	 the	 feet,	where	 the	body	of	 Jesus	had
lain.	 13	 Then	 they	 said	 to	 her,	 “Woman,	 why	 are	 you	 weeping?”	 She	 said	 to
them,	“Because	 they	have	 taken	away	my	Lord,	and	I	do	not	know	where	 they
have	 laid	Him.”	 14	Now	when	 she	 had	 said	 this,	 she	 turned	 around	 and	 saw
Jesus	standing	there,	and	did	not	know	that	it	was	Jesus.

In	 the	 Tanakh,	 two	 angels	 stood	 at	 either	 end	 of	 the	 mercy	 seat,	 their	 faces
bowed	down,	since	these	must	be	directed	to	the	mercy	seat.

After	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 had	 been	 risen	 from	 the	 grave,	 after	 having	 made
atonement,	His	disciple	Mary	sees	two	angels	sitting	at	either	end	of	the	empty
grave–the	grave	 in	which	 the	heavenly	High	Priest	has	 rested	after	completing
His	reconciliatory	work.	Remarkable,	though,	is	that	these	angels	proclaimed	the
resurrection	to	Mary–but	not	with	their	heads	bowed,	but	with	their	heads	raised.

Bearing	the	names	over	the	heart

Exodus	 28:29	 “So	 Aaron	 shall	 bear	 the	 names	 of	 the	 sons	 of	 Israel	 on	 the
breastplate	of	 judgment	over	his	heart,	when	he	goes	 into	 the	holy	place,	as	a
memorial	before	the	LORD	continually.”

Hebrews	7:25	Therefore	He	is	also	able	to	save	to	the	uttermost	those	who	come
to	God	through	Him,	since	He	always	lives	to	make	intercession	for	them.

Just	like	the	high	priest,	the	Lord	Jesus	bore	the	names	of	all	those	who	would	be
given	to	Him	by	the	Father	over	His	heart,	in	order	to	make	atonement	for	them
for	 all	 their	 sins.	Now	 that	He	 is	 once	 again	 in	 the	 glory	of	His	Father,	He	 is
praying	 for	 all	His	 people	whom	He	 bears	 over	 his	 heart.	He	 is	 the	Advocate
with	God	for	all	His	people.

Moses	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus

1.	Moses	performed	great	miracles.



Exodus	7-14

Deuteronomy	34:10	But	since	then	there	has	not	arisen	in	Israel	a	prophet	like
Moses,	whom	the	LORD	knew	face	to	face,	11	in	all	the	signs	and	wonders	which
the	LORD	sent	 him	 to	do	 in	 the	 land	of	Egypt,	 before	Pharaoh,	 before	all	 his
servants,	and	in	all	his	land,	12	and	by	all	that	mighty	power	and	all	the	great
terror	which	Moses	performed	in	the	sight	of	all	Israel.

Messias	Jesus	performed	even	greater	miracles	than	Moses	did.

Jesus	said	 in	John	15:24,	“If	 I	had	not	done	among	 them	 the	works	which	no
one	else	did,	they	would	have	no	sin;	but	now	they	have	seen	and	also	hated	both
Me	and	My	Father.”

God’s	assignment	to	Moses	was	confirmed	by	the	miracles	Moses	performed.	In
the	same	way,	Jesus’	assignment	was	confirmed	by	miracles:

Matthew	11:4	Jesus	answered	and	said	 to	 them,	“Go	and	 tell	John	 the	 things
which	 you	 hear	 and	 see:	 5	 The	 blind	 see	 and	 the	 lame	 walk;	 the	 lepers	 are
cleansed	and	the	deaf	hear;	the	dead	are	raised	up	and	the	poor	have	the	gospel
preached	to	them.”

Moses	was	the	first	person	in	the	Tanakh	who	performed	miracles;	Jesus	is	the
first	person	in	the	New	Testament	who	performed	miracles.

2.	The	law	was	given	through	Moses.

Exodus	24:12	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Come	up	to	Me	on	the	mountain
and	 be	 there;	 and	 I	 will	 give	 you	 tablets	 of	 stone,	 and	 the	 law	 and
commandments	which	I	have	written,	that	you	may	teach	them.”

Grace	and	truth	came	through	Jesus	Christ.	The	fulfilment	of	the	law	is	the
Messiah.

Matthew	5:17	“Do	not	think	that	I	came	to	destroy	the	Law	or	the	Prophets.	I
did	not	come	to	destroy	but	to	fulfill.”

John	 1:17	For	 the	 law	 was	 given	 through	 Moses,	 but	 grace	 and	 truth	 came
through	Jesus	Christ.

Romans	10:4	For	Christ	is	the	end	of	the	law	for	righteousness	to	everyone	who
believes.

Romans	13:8	Owe	no	one	anything	except	to	love	one	another,	for	he	who	loves



another	has	fulfilled	the	law.

Galatians	5:14	For	all	the	law	is	fulfilled	in	one	word,	even	in	this:	“You	shall
love	your	neighbor	as	yourself.”

He	 who	 loves	 another	 has	 fulfilled	 the	 law,	 says	 the	 apostle	 Paul.	 Who	 can
succeed	 in	 this	and	who	has	ever	done	so?	Messiah	Jesus	did.	He	 is	perfect	 in
love.	He	has	given	His	life	for	sinners.

3.	Moses	delivered	Israel	from	bondage	and	slavery	in	Egypt.

Exodus	3-4

Acts	7:35	“This	Moses	whom	they	rejected,	saying,	‘Who	made	you	a	ruler	and
a	 judge?’	 is	 the	one	God	sent	 to	be	a	ruler	and	a	deliverer	by	 the	hand	of	 the
Angel	who	appeared	 to	him	in	 the	bush.	36	He	brought	 them	out,	after	he	had
shown	wonders	and	signs	 in	 the	 land	of	Egypt,	and	 in	 the	Red	Sea,	and	 in	 the
wilderness	forty	years.”

Messiah	Jesus	delivered	the	world	from	the	bondage	and	slavery	of	sin.

Matthew	20:28	“just	as	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	but	to	serve,
and	to	give	His	life	a	ransom	for	many.”

4.	Moses	set	twelve	men	apart.

Deuteronomy	1:23	“The	plan	pleased	me	well;	 so	 I	 took	 twelve	of	 your	men,
one	man	from	each	tribe.”

Jesus	appointed	twelve	apostles	to	spread	His	Gospel.

Mark	3:14	Then	He	appointed	twelve,	that	they	might	be	with	Him	and	that	He
might	send	them	out	to	preach.

5.	Moses	designated	seventy	elders	of	Israel	to	support	him.

Numbers	11:16	So	the	LORD	said	to	Moses:	“Gather	to	Me	seventy	men	of	the
elders	of	Israel,	whom	you	know	to	be	the	elders	of	the	people	and	officers	over
them;	bring	 them	 to	 the	 tabernacle	of	meeting,	 that	 they	may	 stand	 there	with
you.”

Messiah	Jesus	also	designated	seventy	men	to	spread	the	Gospel.

Luke	10:1	After	 these	 things	 the	Lord	appointed	 seventy	others	also,	and	 sent
them	two	by	two	before	His	face	into	every	city	and	place	where	He	Himself	was



about	to	go.

6.	Moses	His	servant.

Psalm	105:26	He	sent	Moses	His	servant,	and	Aaron	whom	He	had	chosen.

Jesus	My	servant.

Matthew	12:18	“Behold!	My	Servant	whom	I	have	chosen…”

7.	Moses	a	priest.

Psalm	99:6	Moses	and	Aaron	were	among	His	priests…

Leviticus	8:15	…	and	Moses	killed	it.	Then	he	took	the	blood,	and	put	some	on
the	horns	of	 the	altar	all	around	with	his	 finger,	and	purified	 the	altar.	And	he
poured	the	blood	at	the	base	of	the	altar,	and	consecrated	it,	to	make	atonement
for	it.

Jesus	the	High	Priest.

Hebrew	7:21	…“The	 LORD	 has	 sworn	 and	will	 not	 relent,	 ‘You	 are	 a	 priest
forever	 according	 to	 the	 order	 of	 Melchizedek’”…	 24	 But	 He,	 because	 He
continues	forever,	has	an	unchangeable	priesthood.

8.	Moses	a	shepherd.

Exodus	3:1	Now	Moses	was	 tending	 the	 flock	 of	 Jethro	 his	 father-in-law,	 the
priest	 of	Midian.	 And	 he	 led	 the	 flock	 to	 the	 back	 of	 the	 desert,	 and	 came	 to
Horeb,	the	mountain	of	God.

Jesus	the	Shepherd.

John	10:11	“I	am	the	good	shepherd.	The	good	shepherd	gives	His	life	for	the
sheep.	12	But	a	hireling,	he	who	is	not	the	shepherd,	one	who	does	not	own	the
sheep,	sees	the	wolf	coming	and	leaves	the	sheep	and	flees;	and	the	wolf	catches
the	sheep	and	scatters	 them.	13	The	hireling	flees	because	he	is	a	hireling	and
does	not	care	about	the	sheep.	14	I	am	the	good	shepherd;	and	I	know	My	sheep,
and	am	known	by	My	own.”

9.	Moses	a	mediator.

Exodus	32:9	And	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“I	have	seen	this	people,	and	indeed
it	 is	a	stiff-necked	people!	10	Now	therefore,	 let	Me	alone,	 that	My	wrath	may
burn	hot	against	them	and	I	may	consume	them.	And	I	will	make	of	you	a	great



nation.”	11	Then	Moses	pleaded	with	the	LORD	his	God,	and	said:	“LORD,	why
does	Your	wrath	burn	hot	against	Your	people	whom	You	have	brought	out	of	the
land	 of	 Egypt	 with	 great	 power	 and	 with	 a	mighty	 hand?	 12	Why	 should	 the
Egyptians	speak,	and	say,	‘He	brought	them	out	to	harm	them,	to	kill	them	in	the
mountains,	 and	 to	 consume	 them	 from	 the	 face	 of	 the	 earth’?	 Turn	 from	Your
fierce	wrath,	and	relent	from	this	harm	to	Your	people.	13	Remember	Abraham,
Isaac,	and	Israel,	Your	servants,	to	whom	You	swore	by	Your	own	self,	and	said
to	 them,	 ‘I	will	multiply	 your	 descendants	 as	 the	 stars	 of	 heaven;	 and	 all	 this
land	 that	 I	have	spoken	of	 I	give	 to	your	descendants,	and	 they	shall	 inherit	 it
forever.’”	14	So	the	LORD	relented	from	the	harm	which	He	said	He	would	do	to
His	people.

Exodus	32:31	Then	Moses	returned	 to	 the	LORD	and	said,	“Oh,	 these	people
have	committed	a	great	sin,	and	have	made	for	themselves	a	god	of	gold!	32	Yet
now,	 if	You	will	 forgive	 their	sin	 --	but	 if	not,	 I	pray,	blot	me	out	of	Your	book
which	You	have	written.”

Exodus	33:8	So	it	was,	whenever	Moses	went	out	to	the	tabernacle,	that	all	the
people	 rose,	and	each	man	stood	at	his	 tent	door	and	watched	Moses	until	he
had	gone	 into	 the	 tabernacle.	 9	And	 it	 came	 to	 pass,	when	Moses	 entered	 the
tabernacle,	 that	 the	 pillar	 of	 cloud	 descended	 and	 stood	 at	 the	 door	 of	 the
tabernacle,	and	the	Lord	talked	with	Moses.

Exodus	34:9	Then	he	said,	“If	now	I	have	found	grace	in	Your	sight,	O	Lord,	let
my	Lord,	 I	 pray,	 go	 among	us,	 even	 though	we	are	 a	 stiff-necked	people;	 and
pardon	our	iniquity	and	our	sin,	and	take	us	as	Your	inheritance.”

Messiah	Jesus	is	the	Mediator	between	God	and	man.

1	Timothy	2:3	For	this	is	good	and	acceptable	in	the	sight	of	God	our	Savior,	4
who	desires	all	men	to	be	saved	and	to	come	to	the	knowledge	of	the	truth.	5	For
there	is	one	God	and	one	Mediator	between	God	and	men,	the	Man	Christ	Jesus,
6	who	gave	Himself	a	ransom	for	all,	to	be	testified	in	due	time.

10.	Moses	an	intercessor.

Numbers	21:7	Therefore	the	people	came	to	Moses,	and	said,	“We	have	sinned,
for	we	have	spoken	against	the	LORD	and	against	you;	pray	to	the	LORD	that
He	take	away	the	serpents	from	us.”	So	Moses	prayed	for	the	people.

Messiah	Jesus	is	the	Intercessor.



John	17:9	“I	pray	for	them.	I	do	not	pray	for	the	world	but	for	those	whom	You
have	given	Me,	for	they	are	Yours.	(…)	20	I	do	not	pray	for	these	alone,	but	also
for	those	who	will	believe	in	Me	through	their	word.”

Romans	8:34	Who	is	he	who	condemns?	It	is	Christ	who	died,	and	furthermore
is	also	risen,	who	is	even	at	the	right	hand	of	God,	who	also	makes	intercession
for	us.

11.	Moses	a	judge.

Exodus	18:13	And	so	it	was,	on	the	next	day,	that	Moses	sat	to	judge	the	people;
and	the	people	stood	before	Moses	from	morning	until	evening.

Messiah	Jesus	is	the	Judge.

John	5:26	“For	as	the	Father	has	life	in	Himself,	so	He	has	granted	the	Son	to
have	life	in	Himself,	27	and	has	given	Him	authority	to	execute	judgment	also,
because	He	is	the	Son	of	Man.”

Matthew	 25:31	“When	 the	 Son	 of	Man	 comes	 in	 His	 glory,	 and	 all	 the	 holy
angels	with	Him,	then	He	will	sit	on	the	throne	of	His	glory.	32	All	the	nations
will	be	gathered	before	Him,	and	He	will	separate	them	one	from	another,	as	a
shepherd	divides	his	sheep	from	the	goats	33	And	He	will	set	 the	sheep	on	His
right	hand,	but	the	goats	on	the	left.”

2	Corinthians	5:10	For	we	must	all	appear	before	the	judgment	seat	of	Christ,
that	each	one	may	receive	the	things	done	in	the	body,	according	to	what	he	has
done,	whether	good	or	bad.

12.	Moses	threatened	to	be	killed	as	a	baby.

When	 Moses	 was	 small,	 his	 life	 was	 in	 danger	 when	 the	 ruling	 king,	 the
Pharaoh,	had	given	orders	to	this	end.

Exodus	1:22	So	Pharaoh	commanded	all	his	people,	saying,	“Every	son	who	is
born	you	shall	cast	into	the	river,	and	every	daughter	you	shall	save	alive.”

Messiah	Jesus	threatened	to	be	killed	also	as	a	Child	in	Bethlehem.

Matthew	2:16	Then	Herod,	when	he	saw	that	he	was	deceived	by	the	wise	men,
was	exceedingly	angry;	and	he	sent	forth	and	put	to	death	all	the	male	children
who	were	 in	Bethlehem	 and	 in	 all	 its	 districts,	 from	 two	 years	 old	 and	 under,
according	to	the	time	which	he	had	determined	from	the	wise	men.



13.	Moses	spent	his	early	years	in	Egypt.

Exodus	 2:9	Then	 Pharaoh’s	 daughter	 said	 to	 her,	 “Take	 this	 child	 away	 and
nurse	him	for	me,	and	I	will	give	you	your	wages.”	So	the	woman	took	the	child
and	 nursed	 him.10	 And	 the	 child	 grew,	 and	 she	 brought	 him	 to	 Pharaoh’s
daughter,	 and	 he	 became	 her	 son.	 So	 she	 called	 his	 name	 Moses,	 saying,
“Because	I	drew	him	out	of	the	water.”

Messiah	Jesus	also	spent	His	earliest	years	in	Egypt.

Hosea	11:1	“When	Israel	was	a	child,	I	loved	him,	and	out	of	Egypt	I	called	My
son.”

Matthew	 2:13	 Now	 when	 they	 had	 departed,	 behold,	 an	 angel	 of	 the	 Lord
appeared	 to	 Joseph	 in	 a	 dream,	 saying,	“Arise,	 take	 the	 young	Child	 and	His
mother,	flee	to	Egypt,	and	stay	there	until	I	bring	you	word;	for	Herod	will	seek
the	young	Child	 to	destroy	Him.”	14	When	he	arose,	he	 took	 the	 young	Child
and	 His	 mother	 by	 night	 and	 departed	 for	 Egypt,	 15	 and	 was	 there	 until	 the
death	of	Herod,	that	it	might	be	fulfilled	which	was	spoken	by	the	Lord	through
the	prophet,	saying,	“Out	of	Egypt	I	called	My	Son.”

14.	Moses	freely	renounced	the	treasures	of	Egypt	for	his	people.

Hebrew	11:24	By	faith	Moses,	when	he	became	of	age,	refused	to	be	called	the
son	of	Pharaoh’s	daughter,	25	choosing	rather	to	suffer	affliction	with	the	people
of	God	than	to	enjoy	the	passing	pleasures	of	sin,	26	esteeming	the	reproach	of
Christ	greater	riches	than	the	treasures	in	Egypt;	for	he	looked	to	the	reward.

Messiah	 Jesus	 temporarily	 renounced	 riches,	 glory	 and	 power	 for	 His
people.

Philippians	2:6	who,	being	in	the	form	of	God,	did	not	consider	it	robbery	to	be
equal	 with	 God,	 7	 but	 made	 Himself	 of	 no	 reputation,	 taking	 the	 form	 of	 a
bondservant,	and	coming	in	the	likeness	of	men.

15.	At	first,	the	people	of	Israel	were	hostile	to	Moses	and	his	assignment.

Exodus	2:14	Then	he	said,	“Who	made	you	a	prince	and	a	judge	over	us?”

The	people	of	Israel	were	also	hostile	to	Messiah	Jesus	and	His	assignment.

John	1:11	He	came	to	His	own,	and	His	own	did	not	receive	Him.

John	15:24	“If	 I	 had	 not	 done	 among	 them	 the	works	which	 no	 one	 else	 did,



they	would	have	no	sin;	but	now	they	have	seen	and	also	hated	both	Me	and	My
Father.	25	But	this	happened	that	the	word	might	be	fulfilled	which	is	written	in
their	law,	‘They	hated	Me	without	a	cause’.”

16.	Moses	was	a	man	of	prayer.

Exodus	5:22	So	Moses	 returned	 to	 the	LORD	and	 said,	“Lord,	why	have	You
brought	trouble	on	this	people?	Why	is	it	You	have	sent	me?	23	For	since	I	came
to	Pharaoh	to	speak	in	Your	name,	he	has	done	evil	to	this	people;	neither	have
You	delivered	Your	people	at	all.”

Exodus	17:4	So	Moses	cried	out	to	the	LORD,	saying,	“What	shall	I	do	with	this
people?	They	are	almost	ready	to	stone	me!”

Psalm	90:1	A	Prayer	of	Moses	the	man	of	God	(…)	17	And	let	the	beauty	of	the
LORD	 our	God	 be	 upon	 us,	 and	 establish	 the	work	 of	 our	 hands	 for	 us;	 yes,
establish	the	work	of	our	hands.

Messiah	Jesus	prayed	a	lot	and	taught	His	disciples	how	to	pray.

Luke	6:12	Now	it	came	to	pass	in	those	days	that	He	went	out	to	the	mountain
to	pray,	and	continued	all	night	in	prayer	to	God.

Luke	11:1	Now	it	came	to	pass,	as	He	was	praying	in	a	certain	place,	when	He
ceased,	that	one	of	His	disciples	said	to	Him,	“Lord,	teach	us	to	pray,	as	John
also	 taught	 his	 disciples.”	 2	 So	 He	 said	 to	 them,	 “When	 you	 pray,	 say:	 Our
Father	 in	 heaven,	 hallowed	 be	 Your	 name.	 Your	 kingdom	 come.	 Your	 will	 be
done	on	earth	as	 it	 is	 in	heaven.	3	Give	us	day	by	day	our	daily	bread.	4	And
forgive	us	our	sins,	for	we	also	forgive	everyone	who	is	indebted	to	us.	And	do
not	lead	us	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	the	evil	one.”

Luke	18:1	Then	He	spoke	a	parable	to	them,	that	men	always	ought	to	pray	and
not	lose	heart…

Messiah	Jesus	prayed	the	so-called	‘High-Priestly	Prayer’.

John	 17:1	 Jesus	 spoke	 these	 words,	 lifted	 up	 His	 eyes	 to	 heaven,	 and	 said:
“Father,	 the	hour	has	 come.	Glorify	Your	Son,	 that	Your	Son	also	may	glorify
You	(…)	26	And	I	have	declared	to	them	Your	name,	and	will	declare	it,	that	the
love	with	which	You	loved	Me	may	be	in	them,	and	I	in	them.”

17.	Moses	provided	the	people	with	water.

Numbers	20:11	Then	Moses	 lifted	his	hand	and	struck	 the	rock	 twice	with	his



rod;	 and	water	 came	 out	 abundantly,	 and	 the	 congregation	 and	 their	 animals
drank.

Messiah	Jesus	is	Himself	the	Source	of	living	water.

John	 4:14	“but	 whoever	 drinks	 of	 the	 water	 that	 I	 shall	 give	 him	 will	 never
thirst.	But	the	water	that	I	shall	give	him	will	become	in	him	a	fountain	of	water
springing	up	into	everlasting	life.”

John	7:37	On	the	last	day,	that	great	day	of	the	feast,	Jesus	stood	and	cried	out,
saying,	“If	anyone	thirsts,	let	him	come	to	Me	and	drink.”

18.	Moses	washed	Aaron	and	his	sons	with	water.

Leviticus	8:6	Then	Moses	brought	Aaron	and	his	 sons	and	washed	 them	with
water.

Messiah	Jesus	washed	the	feet	of	His	disciples	with	water.

John	 13:5	After	 that,	 He	 poured	 water	 into	 a	 basin	 and	 began	 to	 wash	 the
disciples’	feet,	and	to	wipe	them	with	the	towel	with	which	He	was	girded.

19.	Moses	had	to	suffer	because	of	his	people.

Psalm	106:32	They	angered	Him	also	at	 the	waters	of	strife,	so	that	 it	went	ill
with	Moses	on	account	of	them;	33	because	they	rebelled	against	His	Spirit,	so
that	he	spoke	rashly	with	his	lips.

Messiah	Jesus	had	to	/	wanted	to	suffer	for	the	sake	of	His	people.

Isaiah	 53:4	 Surely	 He	 has	 borne	 our	 griefs	 and	 carried	 our	 sorrows;	 yet	 we
esteemed	Him	stricken,	smitten	by	God,	and	afflicted.	5	But	He	was	wounded	for
our	transgressions,	He	was	bruised	for	our	iniquities;	 the	chastisement	 for	our
peace	was	upon	Him,	and	by	His	stripes	we	are	healed.	6	All	we	like	sheep	have
gone	astray;	we	have	turned,	every	one,	to	his	own	way;	and	the	LORD	has	laid
on	Him	the	iniquity	of	us	all.

20.	Moses	was	the	most	kind-hearted	man.

Numbers	12:3	(Now	the	man	Moses	was	very	humble,	more	than	all	men	who
were	on	the	face	of	the	earth.)

Messiah	Jesus	was	gentle.

Matthew	11:29	“Take	My	yoke	upon	you	and	learn	from	Me,	for	I	am	gentle	and



lowly	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.”

Matthew	21:5	“Tell	the	daughter	of	Zion,	‘Behold,	your	King	is	coming	to	you,
lowly,	and	sitting	on	a	donkey,	a	colt,	the	foal	of	a	donkey’.”

21.	Moses	stayed	on	the	mountain	for	forty	days.

Exodus	 34:28	 So	 he	 (Moses)	 was	 there	 with	 the	 LORD	 forty	 days	 and	 forty
nights;	he	neither	ate	bread	nor	drank	water.	And	He	wrote	on	 the	 tablets	 the
words	of	the	covenant,	the	Ten	Commandments.

Messiah	Jesus	stayed	in	the	wilderness	for	forty	days.

Luke	4:1	Then	Jesus,	being	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	returned	from	the	Jordan
and	was	led	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness,	2	being	tempted	for	forty	days	by
the	 devil.	 And	 in	 those	 days	 He	 ate	 nothing,	 and	 afterward,	 when	 they	 had
ended,	He	was	hungry.

22	Moses	clothed	Aaron	and	his	sons	with	cloaks.

Leviticus	8:13	Then	Moses	brought	Aaron’s	sons	and	put	tunics	on	them,	girded
them	with	sashes,	and	put	hats	on	them,	as	the	LORD	had	commanded	Moses.

The	Messiah	Jesus	covered	His	disciples	with	the	robe	of	righteousness,	and
with	the	garments	of	salvation.

Isaiah	61:10	I	will	greatly	rejoice	 in	 the	LORD,	My	soul	shall	be	 joyful	 in	my
God;	For	He	has	clothed	me	with	the	garments	of	salvation,	He	has	covered	me
with	the	robe	of	righteousness,	As	a	bridegroom	decks	himself	with	ornaments,
And	as	a	bride	adorns	herself	with	her	jewels.

Revelation	19:8	And	to	her	it	was	granted	to	be	arrayed	in	fine	linen,	clean	and
bright,	for	the	fine	linen	is	the	righteous	acts	of	the	saints.

23	 Moses	 anointed	 Aaron	 and	 his	 sons	 with	 holy	 oil	 before	 they	 were
allowed	to	do	their	work	and	to	this	end	they	were	competent.	By	means	of
that	anointing	they	were	sanctified.

Leviticus	8:30	Then	Moses	took	some	of	the	anointing	oil	and	some	of	the	blood
which	was	on	the	altar,	and	sprinkled	it	on	Aaron,	on	his	garments,	on	his	sons,
and	 on	 the	 garments	 of	 his	 sons	 with	 him;	 and	 he	 consecrated	 Aaron,	 his
garments,	his	sons,	and	the	garments	of	his	sons	with	him.

The	Messiah	Jesus	anointed	his	disciples	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	of	which	the



oil	in	the	OT	is	a	picture	of.	All	who	believe	in	Him	receive	the	Holy	Spirit.

Hebrews	2:11	For	both	He	who	 sanctifies	and	 those	who	are	being	 sanctified
are	all	of	one,	for	which	reason	He	is	not	ashamed	to	call	them	brethren,

1	John	2:27	But	the	anointing	which	you	have	received	from	Him	abides	in	you,
and	you	do	not	need	that	anyone	teach	you;	but	as	the	same	anointing	teaches
you	concerning	all	things,	and	is	true,	and	is	not	a	lie,	and	just	as	it	has	taught
you,	you	will	abide	in	Him.

Boaz	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

Boaz	was	 the	kinsman(redeemer)	of	Ruth,	 the	widow	of	Mahlon.	However,	he
was	not	only	 the	 redeemer,	he	also	married	her.	And	 from	 this	marriage	many
years	later	was	born	the	Messiah	Jesus.	

The	 Messiah	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Redeemer	 of	 all	 who	 believe	 in	 Him.	 He	 is	 the
Deliverer	of	their	sin	and	also	the	Bridegroom	of	the	believers,	the	Church.

Ruth	2:19	And	her	mother-in-law	said	to	her,	“Where	have	you	gleaned	today?
And	where	did	you	work?	Blessed	be	 the	one	who	 took	notice	of	you.”	So	she
told	her	mother-in-law	with	whom	she	had	worked,	and	said,	“The	man’s	name
with	whom	I	worked	today	is	Boaz.”	20	Then	Naomi	said	to	her	daughter-in-law,
“Blessed	be	he	of	the	LORD,	who	has	not	forsaken	His	kindness	to	the	living	and
the	dead!”	And	Naomi	said	 to	her,	“This	man	is	a	relation	of	ours,	one	of	our
close	relatives.”

Ruth	 4:5	 Then	 Boaz	 said,	 “On	 the	 day	 you	 buy	 the	 field	 from	 the	 hand	 of
Naomi,	you	must	also	buy	 it	 from	Ruth	 the	Moabitess,	 the	wife	of	 the	dead,	 to
perpetuate	 the	 name	 of	 the	 dead	 through	 his	 inheritance.”	 6	 And	 the	 close
relative	said,	“I	cannot	redeem	it	for	myself,	lest	I	ruin	my	own	inheritance.	You
redeem	my	right	of	redemption	for	yourself,	for	I	cannot	redeem	it.”	7	Now	this
was	the	custom	in	former	times	in	Israel	concerning	redeeming	and	exchanging,
to	confirm	anything:	one	man	 took	off	his	sandal	and	gave	 it	 to	 the	other,	and
this	was	 a	 confirmation	 in	 Israel.	 8	 Therefore	 the	 close	 relative	 said	 to	 Boaz,
“Buy	 it	 for	yourself.”	So	he	 took	off	his	sandal.	9	And	Boaz	said	 to	 the	elders
and	all	 the	people,	“You	are	witnesses	this	day	that	I	have	bought	all	 that	was
Elimelech’s,	and	all	 that	was	Chilion’s	and	Mahlon’s,	 from	the	hand	of	Naomi.
10	Moreover,	Ruth	the	Moabitess,	the	widow	of	Mahlon,	I	have	acquired	as	my
wife,	to	perpetuate	the	name	of	the	dead	through	his	inheritance,	that	the	name



of	the	dead	may	not	be	cut	off	from	among	his	brethren	and	from	his	position	at
the	gate.	You	are	witnesses	this	day.”

Jonah	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.
As	Jonah	was	three	days	and	three	nights	in	the	whale	and	on	the	third	day	rose
again	from	the	water	grave,	thus	said	the	Messiah	Jesus,	on	the	third	day	I	will
also	rise	from	the	grave	of	the	dead.

Jonah	1:17	Now	 the	LORD	had	prepared	a	 great	 fish	 to	 swallow	 Jonah.	And
Jonah	was	in	the	belly	of	the	fish	three	days	and	three	nights.

Matthew	 12:41	 “The	 men	 of	 Nineveh	 will	 rise	 up	 in	 the	 judgment	 with	 this
generation	 and	 condemn	 it,	 because	 they	 repented	 at	 the	 preaching	 of	 Jonah;
and	indeed	a	greater	than	Jonah	is	here.

Matthew	16:4	“A	wicked	and	adulterous	generation	seeks	after	a	sign,	and	no
sign	shall	be	given	to	it	except	the	sign	of	the	prophet	Jonah.”	And	He	left	them
and	departed.

Luke	11:29	And	while	 the	crowds	were	 thickly	gathered	 together,	He	began	 to
say,	“This	is	an	evil	generation.	It	seeks	a	sign,	and	no	sign	will	be	given	to	it
except	 the	 sign	 of	 Jonah	 the	 prophet.	 30	 For	 as	 Jonah	 became	 a	 sign	 to	 the
Ninevites,	so	also	the	Son	of	Man	will	be	to	this	generation.”

Luke	24:46	Then	He	said	to	them,	“Thus	it	is	written,	and	thus	it	was	necessary
for	the	Christ	to	suffer	and	to	rise	from	the	dead	the	third	day.”

Solomon	as	a	type	of	Messiah	Jesus.

He	was	a	king	of	peace.

He	was	a	wise	king.

He	was	a	righteous	king.

All	his	enemies	were	subordinate	to	him.

The	nations	came	to	bring	him	treasures.

The	nations	came	to	worship	him.

He	built	the	temple	of	the	LORD.

He	was	immensely	rich	in	earthly	treasures.



1	Kings	 3:9	“Therefore	 give	 to	 Your	 servant	 an	 understanding	 heart	 to	 judge
Your	people,	that	I	may	discern	between	good	and	evil.	For	who	is	able	to	judge
this	great	people	of	Yours?”	10	The	speech	pleased	the	LORD,	that	Solomon	had
asked	this	thing.	11	Then	God	said	to	him:	“Because	you	have	asked	this	thing,
and	have	not	asked	long	life	for	yourself,	nor	have	asked	riches	for	yourself,	nor
have	asked	the	life	of	your	enemies,	but	have	asked	for	yourself	understanding	to
discern	 justice,	 12	 behold,	 I	 have	 done	 according	 to	 your	 words;	 see,	 I	 have
given	you	a	wise	and	understanding	heart,	so	that	there	has	not	been	anyone	like
you	before	you,	nor	shall	any	like	you	arise	after	you.	13	And	I	have	also	given
you	what	you	have	not	asked:	both	riches	and	honor,	so	that	there	shall	not	be
anyone	like	you	among	the	kings	all	your	days.”

1	 Kings	 4:29	 And	 God	 gave	 Solomon	 wisdom	 and	 exceedingly	 great
understanding,	 and	 largeness	 of	 heart	 like	 the	 sand	 on	 the	 seashore.	 30	 Thus
Solomon’s	wisdom	 excelled	 the	wisdom	 of	 all	 the	men	 of	 the	 East	 and	 all	 the
wisdom	of	Egypt.	(…)	34	And	men	of	all	nations,	from	all	the	kings	of	the	earth
who	had	heard	of	his	wisdom,	came	to	hear	the	wisdom	of	Solomon.

2	 Chronicles	 3:1	 Now	 Solomon	 began	 to	 build	 the	 house	 of	 the	 LORD	 at
Jerusalem	on	Mount	Moriah,	where	the	LORD	had	appeared	to	his	father	David,
at	 the	 place	 that	 David	 had	 prepared	 on	 the	 threshing	 floor	 of	 Ornan	 the
Jebusite.

1	Kings	 10:24	Now	all	 the	 earth	 sought	 the	 presence	 of	 Solomon	 to	 hear	 his
wisdom,	which	God	had	put	in	his	heart.

2	 Chronicles	 9:22	 So	 King	 Solomon	 surpassed	 all	 the	 kings	 of	 the	 earth	 in
riches	and	wisdom.

God’s	Word	describes	Messiah	Jesus	thusly:

Isaiah	 9:6	 For	 unto	 us	 a	 Child	 is	 born,	 unto	 us	 a	 Son	 is	 given;	 and	 the
government	will	be	upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	7	Of	the	increase
of	His	government	and	peace	there	will	be	no	end,	upon	the	throne	of	David	and
over	His	kingdom,	to	order	it	and	establish	it	with	judgment	and	justice	from	that
time	forward,	even	forever.	The	zeal	of	the	LORD	of	hosts	will	perform	this.

Zechariah	14:3	Then	the	LORD	will	go	forth	and	fight	against	those	nations,	as
He	 fights	 in	 the	day	of	battle.	 (…)	9	And	 the	LORD	shall	be	King	over	all	 the
earth.	 (…)	 14	 Judah	 also	 will	 fight	 at	 Jerusalem.	 And	 the	 wealth	 of	 all	 the



surrounding	nations	shall	be	gathered	together:	gold,	silver,	and	apparel	in	great
abundance.	(…)	16	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	everyone	who	is	left	of	all	the
nations	which	came	against	Jerusalem	shall	go	up	from	year	to	year	to	worship
the	King,	the	LORD	of	hosts,	and	to	keep	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.

Signs	of	the	Messiah	in	the	life	of	David.

There	are	in	David’s	life	very	many	signs	pointing	to	the	Messiah	Jesus.

So	many	signs	that	all	a	book	can	only	be	written	about	and	that	is	already	done.
I	want	in	the	context	of	this	book	three	events	illustrate	the	life	of	David.

1.	David	has	his	enemy	with	his	own	weapon	defeated	and	crushed	the	head.

1	 Samuel	 17:51	 Therefore	 David	 ran	 and	 stood	 over	 the	 Philistine,	 took	 his
sword	and	drew	it	out	of	its	sheath	and	killed	him,	and	cut	off	his	head	with	it.
And	when	the	Philistines	saw	that	their	champion	was	dead,	they	fled.

Thus,	 the	Messiah	Jesus	with	 the	weapon	of	Satan	“death”	Satan	head	crushed
by	the	cross	and	let	himself	be	killed	by	His	resurrection	to	conquer	death.

2.	In	the	cave	of	Adullam	were	his	brothers	and	all	the	house	of	his	father	with
him.	David	was	not	first	count	with	his	brothers,	was	even	rejected,	but	was	later
visited	by	his	family	and	supported.

1	Samuel	22:1	David	therefore	departed	from	there	and	escaped	to	the	cave	of
Adullam.	And	when	his	 brothers	 and	all	 his	 father’s	 house	heard	 it,	 they	went
down	there	to	him.

This	also	happened	in	the	life	Jesus.	His	brothers	first	believed	in	him,	but	later
came	 the	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 of	 him	 to	 faith.	His	 brother	 James	 has	written	 a
letter	contained	in	the	Bible.

John	7:5	For	even	His	brothers	did	not	believe	in	Him.

Acts	1:14	These	all	continued	with	one	accord	in	prayer	and	supplication,	with
the	women	and	Mary	the	mother	of	Jesus,	and	with	His	brothers.

This	may	be	interpreted,	however,	also	prophetic.	The	brothers	of	Jesus	are	also
the	children	of	Israel,	his	people.	The	majority	rejects	Him	now,	but	the	day	will
surely	come	that	the	remnant	of	Israel	will	come	to	Him	for	refuge.

Micah	1:15.	....	The	glory	of	Israel	shall	come	to	Adullam.

3.	 The	 suffering	 of	David	 is	 a	 picture	 of	 the	 sufferings	 of	 the	Messiah	 Jesus.



David	also	has	prophetic	displayed	the	sufferings	of	the	Messiah	in	Psalm	22.

David	was	rejected	by	his	people	at	any	given	time.	David	had	to	flee	Jerusalem
and	 he	went	 the	way	 down	 through	 the	Kidron	Valley,	 towards	 the	Mount	 of
Olives.	David	was	crying	the	way	up,	his	head	covered	and	barefoot.

2	Samuel	15:23	And	all	the	country	wept	with	a	loud	voice,	and	all	the	people
crossed	over.	The	king	himself	also	crossed	over	 the	Brook	Kidron,	and	all	 the
people	crossed	over	toward	the	way	of	the	wilderness……...	30	So	David	went	up
by	 the	Ascent	of	 the	Mount	of	Olives,	and	wept	as	he	went	up;	and	he	had	his
head	covered	and	went	barefoot.

The	Messiah	Jesus	also	went	through	the	Kidron	Valley	to	the	Mount	of	Olives.
He	had	basically	been	rejected	by	his	people.	In	Gethsemane	He	prayed	to	His
Father	being	with	a	lot	of	struggle	and	suffering	and	very	sad.

Luke	 22:39	 Coming	 out,	 He	 went	 to	 the	 Mount	 of	 Olives,	 as	 He	 was
accustomed,	and	His	disciples	also	followed	Him……..	44	And	being	in	agony,
He	 prayed	 more	 earnestly.	 Then	 His	 sweat	 became	 like	 great	 drops	 of	 blood
falling	down	to	the	ground.



28.	The	covenants	with	Moses	/	Israel
In	 conjunction	with	 the	 covenant	with	Abraham,	 the	 LORD	God	makes	 three
covenants	with	the	people	of	Israel	(see	below).	Like	any	other	covenant,	these
covenants	also	have	rules	that	the	people	should	observe.	If	they	do,	they	can	be
assured	of	God’s	love	and	the	blessings	of	the	covenant.	If	they	don’t,	they	can
expect	God’s	wrath	and	punishment.

Both	 the	 covenant	 with	 Abraham	 and	 these	 three	 covenants	 are	 also	 called
‘covenants	 of	 the	 promise’,	 in	 contrast	 to	 the	 New	 Covenant	 in	 the	 blood	 of
Jesus,	the	Messiah.

a.	The	Sinai	Covenant.

b.	The	Moabite	Covenant.

c.	The	Sabbath	Covenant.

d.	The	Post-Diaspora	Covenant.

A.	The	Sinai	Covenant,	or	the	Mosaic	Covenant

The	legislation	at	Mount	Horeb	in	the	Sinai	wilderness.

On	Mount	Horeb,	God	made	once	more	a	covenant	with	the	people	of	Israel.	In
this	one,	He	promised	His	blessing	and	loving	care	for	them,	but	also	laid	down
conditions	 for	 carrying	 out	 and	 keeping	 this	 covenant.	 Israel	 is	 God’s	 chosen
people.	God	marries	Israel.	Israel	did	not	keep	this	condition	of	God	and	thus	let
itself	in	for	God’s	wrath.	God	gave	the	people	a	certificate	of	divorce,	but	didn’t
reject	 them	(Isaiah	50:1	and	Jeremiah	3:8)	God	remained	gracious	to	them	and
faithful	to	His	promises	to	Abraham.	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God,	is	the
implementer	of	the	law.

Through	Moses,	Israel	received	the	covenant	rules	from	God:

Exodus	19:3	And	Moses	went	up	to	God,	and	the	LORD	called	to	him	from	the
mountain,	 saying,	 “Thus	 you	 shall	 say	 to	 the	 house	 of	 Jacob,	 and	 tell	 the
children	of	Israel:	4	‘You	have	seen	what	I	did	to	the	Egyptians,	and	how	I	bore
you	 on	 eagles’	wings	 and	 brought	 you	 to	Myself.	 5	Now	 therefore,	 if	 you	will
indeed	 obey	 My	 voice	 and	 keep	 My	 covenant,	 then	 you	 shall	 be	 a	 special
treasure	to	Me	above	all	people;	for	all	the	earth	is	Mine.	6	And	you	shall	be	to
Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’	These	are	the	words	which	you	shall



speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.”	7	So	Moses	came	and	called	for	the	elders	of	the
people,	and	laid	before	them	all	these	words	which	the	LORD	commanded	him.	8
Then	all	the	people	answered	together	and	said,	“All	that	the	LORD	has	spoken
we	will	do.”	So	Moses	brought	back	the	words	of	the	people	to	the	LORD.

The	ten	commandments	as	the	LORD	gave	them	to	Moses	and	Israel:

Exodus	20:1	And	God	spoke	all	 these	words,	saying:	2	“I	am	the	LORD	your
God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	out	of	the	house	of	bondage.	3
You	 shall	 have	 no	 other	 gods	 before	Me.	 4	 You	 shall	 not	make	 for	 yourself	 a
carved	image,	or	any	likeness	of	anything	that	is	in	heaven	above,	or	that	is	in
the	earth	beneath,	or	 that	 is	 in	 the	water	under	 the	earth;	5	you	shall	not	bow
down	 to	 them	nor	 serve	 them.	For	 I,	 the	LORD	your	God,	 am	a	 jealous	God,
visiting	 the	 iniquity	 of	 the	 fathers	 on	 the	 children	 to	 the	 third	 and	 fourth
generations	of	 those	who	hate	Me,	6	but	showing	mercy	to	 thousands,	 to	 those
who	love	Me	and	keep	My	commandments.	7	You	shall	not	take	the	name	of	the
LORD	your	God	in	vain,	for	the	LORD	will	not	hold	him	guiltless	who	takes	His
name	in	vain.	8	Remember	the	Sabbath	day,	to	keep	it	holy.	9	Six	days	you	shall
labor	and	do	all	your	work,	10	but	the	seventh	day	is	the	Sabbath	of	the	LORD
your	God.	In	it	you	shall	do	no	work:	you,	nor	your	son,	nor	your	daughter,	nor
your	male	servant,	nor	your	 female	servant,	nor	your	cattle,	nor	your	stranger
who	is	within	your	gates.	11	For	in	six	days	the	LORD	made	the	heavens	and	the
earth,	the	sea,	and	all	that	is	in	them,	and	rested	the	seventh	day.	Therefore	the
LORD	blessed	the	Sabbath	day	and	hallowed	it.	12	Honor	your	father	and	your
mother,	that	your	days	may	be	long	upon	the	land	which	the	LORD	your	God	is
giving	you.	13	You	shall	not	murder.	14	You	shall	not	commit	adultery.	15	You
shall	not	steal.	16	You	shall	not	bear	false	witness	against	your	neighbor.	17	You
shall	not	covet	your	neighbor’s	house;	you	shall	not	covet	your	neighbor’s	wife,
nor	 his	male	 servant,	 nor	 his	 female	 servant,	 nor	 his	 ox,	 nor	 his	 donkey,	 nor
anything	that	is	your	neighbor’s.”

In	Romans	3:1-31,	the	apostle	Paul	says	that	nobody	can	keep	the	law:	There	is
none	 righteous.	There	 is	 none	who	understands,	 there	 is	 none	who	 seeks	 after
God.	Cursed	is	everyone	who	does	not	keep	God’s	law.	But	Paul	also	points	to
the	Messiah	Jesus	Who	can	save	from	the	curse	of	the	law:

Galatians	3:10	For	as	many	as	are	of	the	works	of	the	law	are	under	the	curse;
for	it	is	written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	does	not	continue	in	all	things	which
are	written	in	the	book	of	the	law,	to	do	them.”	11	But	that	no	one	is	justified	by



the	law	in	the	sight	of	God	is	evident,	for	“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”	12	Yet	the
law	is	not	of	 faith,	but	“the	man	who	does	them	shall	 live	by	them.”	13	Christ
has	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	of	the	law,	having	become	a	curse	for	us	(for	it	is
written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	hangs	on	a	tree”).

See	also	Acts	15:14-16,	Psalm	37:31,	Psalm	40:9,	Jeremiah	31:33,	Romans	8:4,
John	14:21	and	John	15:10.

In	Exodus	34:27-35,	we	read	that	Moses’	face	shone	to	such	an	extent	 that	 the
Israelites	were	afraid	to	come	closer	to	him.	Moses	had	been	in	the	presence	of
the	 LORD–a	 holy	 God,	 full	 of	 majesty	 and	 glory.	Who	 could	 come	 and	 stay
alive	in	His	presence?	Nobody!	Unless	the	LORD	Himself	invites	and	protects.
Moses	was	allowed	to	approach	the	LORD	God	and	stay	alive.	It’s	a	miracle	of
grace,	 for	Moses	was	 a	 sinful	 human	 being	 too.	When	Moses	 returned	 to	 his
people,	the	skin	of	his	face	shone	with	the	glory	of	God.	The	people	were	afraid.
That’s	why	Moses	put	a	veil	on	his	face.

The	 apostle	 Paul	 seizes	 this	 image	 to	 illustrate	 that	 there	 still	 is	 a	 veil	 on	 the
people	 of	 Israel	 when	 reading	 the	 Old	 Testament.	 It	 is	 only	 by	 faith	 in	 the
Messiah	Jesus	 that	 the	veil	 is	 taken	away.	Then	 the	people	will	understand	 the
Scriptures	that	mention	the	Messiah.

Exodus	34:27	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Write	these	words,	for	according
to	the	tenor	of	these	words	I	have	made	a	covenant	with	you	and	with	Israel.”	28
So	he	was	there	with	the	LORD	forty	days	and	forty	nights;	he	neither	ate	bread
nor	drank	water.	And	He	wrote	on	the	tablets	the	words	of	the	covenant,	the	Ten
Commandments.	29	Now	it	was	so,	when	Moses	came	down	 from	Mount	Sinai
(and	the	two	tablets	of	the	Testimony	were	in	Moses’	hand	when	he	came	down
from	the	mountain),	that	Moses	did	not	know	that	the	skin	of	his	face	shone	while
he	talked	with	Him.	30	So	when	Aaron	and	all	the	children	of	Israel	saw	Moses,
behold,	 the	 skin	of	his	 face	 shone,	and	 they	were	afraid	 to	 come	near	him.	31
Then	Moses	 called	 to	 them,	 and	Aaron	 and	 all	 the	 rulers	 of	 the	 congregation
returned	 to	him;	and	Moses	 talked	with	 them.	32	Afterward	all	 the	children	of
Israel	 came	near,	and	he	gave	 them	as	commandments	all	 that	 the	LORD	had
spoken	with	him	on	Mount	Sinai.	33	And	when	Moses	had	finished	speaking	with
them,	he	put	a	veil	on	his	face.	34	But	whenever	Moses	went	in	before	the	LORD
to	speak	with	Him,	he	would	 take	 the	veil	off	until	he	came	out;	and	he	would
come	out	and	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel	whatever	he	had	been	commanded.
35	And	whenever	 the	children	of	 Israel	saw	the	 face	of	Moses,	 that	 the	skin	of



Moses’	face	shone,	then	Moses	would	put	the	veil	on	his	face	again,	until	he	went
in	to	speak	with	Him.

2Corinthians	 3:13	 unlike	 Moses,	 who	 put	 a	 veil	 over	 his	 face	 so	 that	 the
children	of	Israel	could	not	look	steadily	at	the	end	of	what	was	passing	away.	14
But	their	minds	were	blinded.	For	until	this	day	the	same	veil	remains	unlifted	in
the	 reading	of	 the	Old	Testament,	because	 the	veil	 is	 taken	away	 in	Christ.	15
But	 even	 to	 this	 day,	 when	 Moses	 is	 read,	 a	 veil	 lies	 on	 their	 heart.	 16
Nevertheless	when	one	turns	to	the	Lord,	the	veil	is	taken	away.

B.	The	Moabite	Covenant

Deuteronomy	29:1-15	describes	 the	Moabite	 covenant	 that	was	 concluded	 just
before	 the	occupation	of	 the	 Jewish	 land.	This	 is	 a	 supplementary	covenant	 to
the	Sinai	Covenant.	 It	 is	 confirmed	with	a	 threatening	curse,	 if	 Israel	does	not
keep	to	 it.	 It	 is	remarkable	 that	 the	LORD	says	 that	He	confirms	this	covenant
with	the	people	for	Himself.	That	is	to	say:	not	in	the	first	place	for	Israel.	It	is	as
if	 the	LORD	wants	 to	 say:	You	have	made	 it	 hard	on	Me	 to	be	your	God,	 all
those	 forty	 years	 in	 the	 wilderness.	 Despite	 your	 disobedience,	 unbelief	 and
complaining,	I	have	kept	the	covenant	that	I	concluded	with	your	fathers.

And	 the	 LORD	 wants	 to	 remain	 loyal	 to	 that	 covenant,	 despite	 Israel’s
unfaithfulness.	 That	 is	 why,	 for	 Himself,	 He	 confirms	 the	 covenant	 He	 made
with	the	fathers	and	Moses.	What	fullness	of	grace!

Deuteronomy	 29:1	 These	 are	 the	 words	 of	 the	 covenant	 which	 the	 LORD
commanded	 Moses	 to	 make	 with	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 in	 the	 land	 of	 Moab,
besides	 the	covenant	which	He	made	with	 them	in	Horeb.	2	Now	Moses	called
all	Israel	and	said	to	them:	“You	have	seen	all	 that	 the	LORD	did	before	your
eyes	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	to	Pharaoh	and	to	all	his	servants	and	to	all	his	land–
3	the	great	trials	which	your	eyes	have	seen,	the	signs,	and	those	great	wonders.
4	Yet	the	LORD	has	not	given	you	a	heart	to	perceive	and	eyes	to	see	and	ears	to
hear,	 to	 this	very	day.	5	And	I	have	led	you	forty	years	 in	 the	wilderness.	Your
clothes	have	not	worn	out	on	you,	and	your	sandals	have	not	worn	out	on	your
feet.	6	You	have	not	eaten	bread,	nor	have	you	drunk	wine	or	similar	drink,	that
you	may	 know	 that	 I	 am	 the	 LORD	 your	God.	 7	 And	 when	 you	 came	 to	 this
place,	 Sihon	 king	 of	Heshbon	 and	Og	 king	 of	 Bashan	 came	 out	 against	 us	 to
battle,	 and	 we	 conquered	 them.	 8	 We	 took	 their	 land	 and	 gave	 it	 as	 an
inheritance	to	the	Reubenites,	to	the	Gadites,	and	to	half	the	tribe	of	Manasseh.
9	Therefore	keep	the	words	of	this	covenant,	and	do	them,	that	you	may	prosper



in	all	 that	you	do.	10	All	of	you	stand	 today	before	 the	LORD	your	God:	your
leaders	and	your	tribes	and	your	elders	and	your	officers,	all	the	men	of	Israel,
11	your	little	ones	and	your	wives–also	the	stranger	who	is	in	your	camp,	from
the	one	who	cuts	your	wood	to	the	one	who	draws	your	water–	12	that	you	may
enter	 into	 covenant	 with	 the	 LORD	 your	 God,	 and	 into	 His	 oath,	 which	 the
LORD	your	God	makes	with	you	today,	13	that	He	may	establish	you	today	as	a
people	 for	Himself,	and	 that	He	may	be	God	 to	you,	 just	as	He	has	 spoken	 to
you,	and	just	as	He	has	sworn	to	your	fathers,	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	14
I	make	 this	 covenant	 and	 this	 oath,	 not	 with	 you	 alone,	 15	 but	 with	 him	who
stands	here	with	us	today	before	the	LORD	our	God,	as	well	as	with	him	who	is
not	here	with	us	today.

C.	The	Sabbath	Covenant

The	LORD	gave	the	Sabbath	Covenant	exclusively	to	Israel	to	be	an	everlasting
covenant,	 a	 sign	 into	 all	 eternity.	 The	 LORD	 gave	 it	 because	 He	 made	 the
heaven	 and	 the	 earth	 in	 six	 days,	 and	 rested	 and	 refreshed	 Himself	 on	 the
seventh	 day.	 Before	 God	 gave	 His	 law	 to	 Israel	 in	 Exodus	 20,	 He	 Himself
already	celebrated	the	Sabbath.	God’s	resting	on	the	Sabbath	day	was	not	for	His
own	 wish.	 The	 LORD,	 the	 Creator	 of	 heaven	 and	 earth,	 neither	 faints	 nor	 is
weary.	On	 the	 seventh	 day,	God	 rested	 from	 all	 His	work	 because	His	works
were	finished	from	the	foundation	of	the	world.	The	Lord	Jesus	confirmed	this	in
Mark	2:27-28:	“Therefore,	the	Son	of	Man	is	also	Lord	of	the	Sabbath.”	Even
in	 Paradise,	 God	 gave	 a	 Sabbath	 to	 man,	 a	 Sabbath	 dedicated	 to	 God	 from
morning	till	evening.

After	 the	 exodus	 from	 Egypt,	 the	 Israelites	 received	 a	 limited	 Sabbath
commandment	which	is	described	in:

Exodus	 16:23	 Then	 he	 said	 to	 them,	 “This	 is	 what	 the	 LORD	 has	 said:
‘Tomorrow	is	a	Sabbath	rest,	a	holy	Sabbath	to	the	LORD.	Bake	what	you	will
bake	 today,	 and	 boil	 what	 you	 will	 boil;	 and	 lay	 up	 for	 yourselves	 all	 that
remains,	to	be	kept	until	morning.’”	24	So	they	laid	it	up	till	morning,	as	Moses
commanded;	and	it	did	not	stink,	nor	were	there	any	worms	in	it.	25	Then	Moses
said,	“Eat	 that	 today,	 for	 today	 is	a	Sabbath	 to	 the	LORD;	 today	you	will	not
find	it	in	the	field.	26	Six	days	you	shall	gather	it,	but	on	the	seventh	day,	which
is	the	Sabbath,	there	will	be	none.”	27	Now	it	happened	that	some	of	the	people
went	out	on	 the	seventh	day	 to	gather,	but	 they	 found	none.	28	And	 the	LORD
said	 to	Moses,	 “How	 long	 do	 you	 refuse	 to	 keep	My	 commandments	 and	My



laws?	29	See!	For	the	LORD	has	given	you	the	Sabbath;	therefore	He	gives	you
on	the	sixth	day	bread	 for	 two	days.	Let	every	man	remain	 in	his	place;	 let	no
man	 go	 out	 of	 his	 place	 on	 the	 seventh	 day.”	 30	 So	 the	 people	 rested	 on	 the
seventh	day.

The	Israelites	 received	mannah,	 the	bread	 from	heaven.	 In	 this	connection,	 the
limited	Sabbath	commandment	came	about.	The	mannah	stopped	as	soon	as	they
had	arrived	in	the	land	of	Canaan.	The	journey	through	the	wilderness	had	come
to	an	end.	They	had	arrived	in	the	land	of	rest–the	Promised	Land.	The	mannah
pointed	 to	 the	 living	 Bread	 from	 heaven,	 the	 Messiah,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.
Whosoever	believes	in	Him,	will	receive	rest	for	his	soul,	eternal	rest.	God	can
also	 rest	 forever	 in	 the	 finished	 work	 of	 His	 Son,	 the	 reconciliation	 made	 at
Calvary.

In	 Exodus	 20,	 the	 LORD	 gave	 the	 ten	 commandments	 to	 Israel,	 by	 way	 of
Moses.	One	of	these	commandments	was	to	keep	the	Sabbath:

Exodus	20:8	“Remember	the	Sabbath	day,	 to	keep	it	holy.	9	Six	days	you	shall
labor	and	do	all	your	work,	10	but	the	seventh	day	is	the	Sabbath	of	the	LORD
your	God.	In	it	you	shall	do	no	work:	you,	nor	your	son,	nor	your	daughter,	nor
your	male	servant,	nor	your	 female	servant,	nor	your	cattle,	nor	your	stranger
who	is	within	your	gates.	11	For	in	six	days	the	LORD	made	the	heavens	and	the
earth,	the	sea,	and	all	that	is	in	them,	and	rested	the	seventh	day.	Therefore	the
LORD	blessed	the	Sabbath	day	and	hallowed	it.

According	to	the	LORD,	keeping	the	Sabbath	is	so	important	that	various	times
in	His	Word	He	 called	 upon	Moses	 and	 the	 prophets	 to	 keep	 the	 Sabbath.	 In
Exodus	31,	 the	LORD	once	more	addresses	Moses	 to	keep	 the	Sabbath,	while
adding	that	this	is	a	sign	between	God	and	Israel,	in	all	generations,	that	God	is
the	LORD	and	that	it	is	He	Who	has	chosen	Israel	from	all	the	nations	to	be	His
people.	The	Sabbath	is	also	a	sign	of	an	everlasting	covenant	between	the	LORD
and	Israel:

Exodus	 31:12	And	 the	 LORD	 spoke	 to	Moses,	 saying,	 13	 “Speak	 also	 to	 the
children	of	 Israel,	 saying:	 ‘Surely	My	Sabbaths	you	shall	 keep,	 for	 it	 is	a	 sign
between	Me	and	you	throughout	your	generations,	that	you	may	know	that	I	am
the	LORD	who	sanctifies	you.	14	You	shall	keep	the	Sabbath,	therefore,	for	it	is
holy	to	you.	Everyone	who	profanes	it	shall	surely	be	put	to	death;	for	whoever
does	any	work	on	it,	that	person	shall	be	cut	off	from	among	his	people.	15	Work
shall	 be	 done	 for	 six	 days,	 but	 the	 seventh	 is	 the	 Sabbath	 of	 rest,	 holy	 to	 the



LORD.	Whoever	 does	 any	work	 on	 the	 Sabbath	 day,	 he	 shall	 surely	 be	 put	 to
death.	16	Therefore	the	children	of	Israel	shall	keep	the	Sabbath,	to	observe	the
Sabbath	 throughout	 their	 generations	 as	 a	 perpetual	 covenant.	 17	 It	 is	 a	 sign
between	Me	and	the	children	of	Israel	 forever;	 for	in	six	days	the	LORD	made
the	 heavens	 and	 the	 earth,	 and	 on	 the	 seventh	 day	 He	 rested	 and	 was
refreshed.’”

In	 Deuteronomy	 5:15,	 the	 LORD	 gives	 yet	 another	 reason	 why	 Israel	 should
keep	 the	 Sabbath	 day.	 Keeping	 the	 Sabbath	 is	 linked	 with	 the	 salvation	 from
Egypt’s	bondage.	In	Egypt,	Israel	didn’t	have	a	day	of	rest:

Deuteronomy	5:15	And	remember	 that	you	were	a	slave	 in	 the	 land	of	Egypt,
and	the	LORD	your	God	brought	you	out	from	there	by	a	mighty	hand	and	by	an
outstretched	 arm;	 therefore	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 commanded	 you	 to	 keep	 the
Sabbath	day.

The	Torah	explicitly	tells	us	that	whosoever	breaks,	violates,	the	commandment
to	keep	the	Sabbath	day,	will	die.	Yet	time	and	again	the	people	of	Israel	broke
this	commandment.

Leviticus	26:33	I	will	scatter	you	among	the	nations	and	draw	out	a	sword	after
you;	your	 land	shall	be	desolate	and	your	cities	waste.	34	Then	 the	 land	shall
enjoy	its	sabbaths	as	long	as	it	lies	desolate	and	you	are	in	your	enemies’	land;
then	 the	 land	 shall	 rest	and	enjoy	 its	 sabbaths.35	As	 long	as	 it	 lies	desolate	 it
shall	rest	--	for	the	time	it	did	not	rest	on	your	sabbaths	when	you	dwelt	in	it.

2	Chronicles	36:21	 to	 fulfill	 the	word	of	 the	LORD	by	 the	mouth	of	Jeremiah,
until	 the	 land	had	 enjoyed	her	 Sabbaths.	As	 long	as	 she	 lay	desolate	 she	 kept
Sabbath,	to	fulfill	seventy	years.

For	violating	the	commandment	regarding	the	Sabbath	years	they	were	led	into
exile	to	Babylon,	but	after	their	return	they	defiled	the	Sabbath	again.	Execution
of	God’s	judgment	would	mean	that	nobody	would	stay	alive.	The	rabbis	of	the
‘Great	 Synagogue’	 therefore	 formulated	 a	 large	 number	 of	 Sabbath	 rules	 to
prevent	violation.	Those	rules	were	later	set	down	in	writing	in	the	Talmud	and
Midrash	(230-515).	There	are	a	total	of	1521	Sabbath	rules,	divided	in	39	bans
called	 ‘Abot’,	 which	 in	 turn	 are	 divided	 in	 39	 ‘Toledot’	 (39x39=1521).	 This
deals	with	the	smallest	possible	things	of	life:	it	is	forbidden	to	make	the	bed,	to
have	a	warm	bath,	to	swim,	to	wind	the	clock,	to	write	letters	etc.	An	egg	may
not	be	eaten	when	it	has	been	laid	on	the	Sabbath.	Jesus	said	in:



Matthew	 23:4	“For	 they	 bind	 heavy	 burdens,	 hard	 to	 bear,	 and	 lay	 them	 on
men’s	 shoulders;	 but	 they	 themselves	 will	 not	 move	 them	 with	 one	 of	 their
fingers.”

After	the	destruction	of	the	temple,	it	was	no	longer	possible	to	keep	the	Sabbath
day	according	to	the	law	of	Moses,	and	rightfully	God	would	have	to	execute	the
entire	people.	But	the	LORD	is	merciful	and	gracious.	Their	chances	of	survival
and	salvation	are	found	in	the	New	Covenant.

The	Sabbath	is	also	a	shadow	of	the	eternal	rest	which	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God	has
gained	 for	 all	 whom	 the	 Father	 has	 given	 Him	 (John	 17:9,24),	 through	 His
sacrifice	 on	 the	 cross.	 The	 Sabbath	 is	 a	 shadow	 of	 future	 things.	 Real	 rest	 is
found	in	the	accomplished	work	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	and	later	in	the
eternal	rest	in	heaven.

New	 Covenant	 believers	 who	 keep	 the	 Sabbath	 in	 a	 legalistic	 manner	 are
probably	not	in	the	freedom	which	can	be	found	in	Christ.	They	are	still	open	to
doubt.	 The	 Lord	 Jesus	 is	 Lord	 of	 the	 Sabbath;	 He	 did	 not	 annul	 the	 fourth
commandment.	He	says	explicitly,	“Do	not	think	that	I	came	to	destroy	the	Law
or	the	Prophets.	I	did	not	come	to	destroy	but	to	fulfill.”	In	the	New	Covenant,
God	says,	“I	will	put	My	law	in	their	minds,	and	write	it	on	their	hearts.”

Likewise,	the	Promised	Land	(Canaan)	is	a	shadow	of	the	everlasting	rest	that	all
God’s	 children	 will	 enter.	 Since	 the	 destruction	 of	 the	 temple,	 it	 is	 no	 longer
possible	 to	 keep	 the	 Sabbath	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 law.	 The	 LORD	 had
announced	this	in:

Hosea	 2:11	 I	 will	 also	 cause	 all	 her	 mirth	 to	 cease,	 her	 feast	 days,	 her	 New
Moons,	her	Sabbaths–all	her	appointed	feasts.

Hosea	 3:4	For	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 shall	 abide	 many	 days	 without	 king	 or
prince,	without	sacrifice	or	sacred	pillar,	without	ephod	or	teraphim.

The	keeping	of	the	Sabbath	is	a	commandment	with	a	great	promise	for	all	who
delight	in	the	Sabbath	of	the	LORD.	This	applies	to	all	who	love	the	LORD,	His
commandment	and	His	Word,	as	it	is	also	stated	in:

Psalm	119:174	I	long	for	Your	salvation,	O	LORD,	and	Your	law	is	my	delight.

Isaiah	 58:13	 “If	 you	 turn	 away	 your	 foot	 from	 the	 Sabbath,	 from	 doing	 your
pleasure	 on	My	 holy	 day,	 and	 call	 the	 Sabbath	 a	 delight,	 the	 holy	 day	 of	 the
LORD	honorable,	and	shall	honor	Him,	not	doing	your	own	ways,	nor	 finding



your	 own	 pleasure,	 nor	 speaking	 your	 own	 words,	 14	 then	 you	 shall	 delight
yourself	in	the	LORD;	and	I	will	cause	you	to	ride	on	the	high	hills	of	the	earth,
and	feed	you	with	the	heritage	of	Jacob	your	father.	The	mouth	of	the	LORD	has
spoken.”

From	 one	 Sabbath	 to	 another	 Sabbath,	 all	 the	 people	 will	 come	 to	 God	 and
worship	Him.	When	will	this	be?	This	will	be	once	the	kingdom	of	the	Messiah
has	been	established	on	earth,	at	the	end	of	times:

Isaiah	66:22	“For	as	the	new	heavens	and	the	new	earth	which	I	will	make	shall
remain	before	Me,”	says	the	LORD,	“so	shall	your	descendants	and	your	name
remain.	23	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	 that	 from	one	New	Moon	to	another,	and
from	one	Sabbath	 to	another,	all	 flesh	shall	come	 to	worship	before	Me,”	says
the	LORD.

Psalm	86:9	All	 nations	whom	 You	 have	made	 shall	 come	 and	worship	 before
You,	O	Lord,	and	shall	glorify	Your	name.

Zechariah	 8:20	 “Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 ‘Peoples	 shall	 yet	 come,
inhabitants	 of	 many	 cities;	 21	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 one	 city	 shall	 go	 to	 another,
saying,	“Let	us	continue	to	go	and	pray	before	the	LORD,	and	seek	the	LORD	of
hosts.	I	myself	will	go	also.”	22	Yes,	many	peoples	and	strong	nations	shall	come
to	seek	the	LORD	of	hosts	in	Jerusalem,	and	to	pray	before	the	LORD.’”

Believers	of	 the	New	Covenant	are	no	longer	under	the	Law,	but	 live	by	grace
(Ephesians	2:8-9).	Even	in	the	early	days	when	Jewish	believers	in	Jesus	went	to
the	synagogue	on	 the	Sabbath,	 they	had	only	one	purpose:	 to	proclaim	to	 their
compatriots	the	message	of	peace	and	salvation	through	the	Messiah	Jesus.	They
used	 in	 particular	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	 week	 for	 worship:	 “This	 is	 the	 day	 the
LORD	 has	made;	we	will	 rejoice	 and	 be	 glad	 in	 it”	 (Psalm	 118:24).	 It	 is	 the
Messiah’s	resurrection	day	when	He	appeared	unto	His	disciples.

Acts	20:7	Now	on	the	first	day	of	the	week,	when	the	disciples	came	together	to
break	bread,	Paul,	ready	to	depart	the	next	day,	spoke	to	them	and	continued	his
message	until	midnight.

1	 Corinthians	 16:2	 On	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	 week	 let	 each	 one	 of	 you	 lay
something	aside,	storing	up	as	he	may	prosper,	that	there	be	no	collections	when
I	come.

This	was	also	confirmed	in	the	first	centuries	of	the	early	Church:



Barnabas	(1st	 century,	 Letter	 of	Barnabas	 15:9):	 “We	 keep	 the	 eighth	 day	 [the
Lord’s	 day]	 for	 rejoicing,	 in	 the	 which	 also	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	 rose	 from	 the
dead.”

Justin	the	Martyr	(AD	135):	“Sunday	is	the	day	on	which	we	as	a	rule	assemble,
because	the	Messiah,	our	Savior,	rose	from	the	grave	on	that	same	day.”

Acts	13:44	On	the	next	Sabbath	almost	the	whole	city	came	together	to	hear	the
word	of	God.

Colossians	 2:16	 So	 let	 no	 one	 judge	 you	 in	 food	 or	 in	 drink,	 or	 regarding	 a
festival	or	a	new	moon	or	sabbaths,	17	which	are	a	shadow	of	 things	to	come,
but	the	substance	is	of	Christ.

Hebrews	4:3	For	we	who	have	believed	do	enter	that	rest,	as	He	has	said:	“So	I
swore	 in	My	wrath,	 ‘They	 shall	 not	 enter	My	 rest,’”	 although	 the	works	were
finished	 from	 the	 foundation	 of	 the	 world.	 4	 For	 He	 has	 spoken	 in	 a	 certain
place	of	the	seventh	day	in	this	way:	“And	God	rested	on	the	seventh	day	from
all	His	works”;	 5	 and	 again	 in	 this	 place:	 “They	 shall	 not	 enter	My	 rest.”	 6
Since	therefore	it	remains	that	some	must	enter	it,	and	those	to	whom	it	was	first
preached	did	not	enter	because	of	disobedience,	7	again	He	designates	a	certain
day,	 saying	 in	 David,	 “Today,”	 after	 such	 a	 long	 time,	 as	 it	 has	 been	 said:
“Today,	if	you	will	hear	His	voice,	do	not	harden	your	hearts.”	8	For	if	Joshua
had	given	them	rest,	then	He	would	not	afterward	have	spoken	of	another	day.	9
There	remains	therefore	a	rest	for	the	people	of	God.	10	For	he	who	has	entered
His	rest	has	himself	also	ceased	from	his	works	as	God	did	from	His.	11	Let	us
therefore	 be	 diligent	 to	 enter	 that	 rest,	 lest	 anyone	 fall	 according	 to	 the	 same
example	of	disobedience.

D.	The	Post-Diaspora	Covenant

The	Post-Diaspora	Covenant	is	described	in	Deuteronomy	30:1-20,	and	contains
the	promise	of	the	return	of	Israel	from	among	the	Gentiles.	It	will	bring	an	end
to	the	Diaspora.	The	LORD	also	promises	that	the	people	will	convert	and	that
Israel’s	enemies	will	be	punished:

Deuteronomy	30:1	“Now	it	shall	come	to	pass,	when	all	these	things	come	upon
you,	the	blessing	and	the	curse	which	I	have	set	before	you,	and	you	call	them	to
mind	among	all	 the	nations	where	 the	LORD	your	God	drives	 you,	2	and	you
return	 to	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 and	 obey	 His	 voice,	 according	 to	 all	 that	 I
command	you	today,	you	and	your	children,	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your



soul,	 3	 that	 the	LORD	your	God	will	 bring	 you	back	 from	captivity,	 and	have
compassion	on	you,	and	gather	you	again	from	all	the	nations	where	the	LORD
your	God	has	scattered	you.	4	If	any	of	you	are	driven	out	to	the	farthest	parts
under	heaven,	 from	 there	 the	LORD	your	God	will	gather	you,	and	 from	 there
He	will	bring	you.	5	“Then	the	LORD	your	God	will	bring	you	to	the	land	which
your	 fathers	 possessed,	 and	 you	 shall	 possess	 it.	 He	 will	 prosper	 you	 and
multiply	you	more	than	your	fathers.	6	And	the	LORD	your	God	will	circumcise
your	heart	and	the	heart	of	your	descendants,	to	love	the	LORD	your	God	with
all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul,	that	you	may	live.	7	Also	the	LORD	your
God	will	put	all	these	curses	on	your	enemies	and	on	those	who	hate	you,	who
persecuted	you.	8	And	you	will	again	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	and	do	all	His
commandments	which	I	command	you	today.	9	The	LORD	your	God	will	make
you	abound	in	all	the	work	of	your	hand,	in	the	fruit	of	your	body,	in	the	increase
of	your	livestock,	and	in	the	produce	of	your	land	for	good.	For	the	LORD	will
again	rejoice	over	you	for	good	as	He	rejoiced	over	your	fathers,	10	if	you	obey
the	voice	of	 the	LORD	your	God,	 to	keep	His	commandments	and	His	statutes
which	are	written	in	this	Book	of	the	Law,	and	if	you	turn	to	the	LORD	your	God
with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul.”

See	also	verses	11-20.

Covenants	of	grace

In	essence,	all	covenants	made	by	the	LORD	God	are	covenants	of	grace.	It	 is
God	Who	seeks	out	sinful	man.	And	it	is	God	Who	provided	a	way	to	save	sinful
man	 from	 eternal	 death	 so	 that	 man	 might	 fulfill	 his	 purpose	 again.	 Man’s
purpose	is	the	exaltation	of	God–for	which	he	was	created.	And	in	order	to	reach
this	purpose,	it	was	necessary	for	God	to	have	His	own	Son	die	on	a	cross	as	a
trespass	offering	 for	 sin–that	whosoever	believes	 in	Him	should	not	perish	but
have	 everlasting	 life,	 life	 to	 the	 honor	 of	God	 and	His	Son.	This	 is	 called	 the
New	Covenant	in	Jesus’	blood.	This	grace	covenant	is	based	on	Jesus	Messiah’s
cross	 and	 resurrection.	 Through	 regeneration,	 faith	 and	 conversion,	 everybody
can	partake	in	it.	In	order	to	partake	in	this	New	Covenant,	God	has	elected	the
people	of	Israel,	for	the	Messiah	was	born	from	this	people.	“For	salvation	is	of
the	Jews”	(John	4:22).



29.	The	meaning	of	the	postion	of	the
tribes	in	the	wilderness
The	tabernacle	in	the	center,	Israel’s	tribes	around	it

God	wants	to	live	among	His	people.	His	presence	is	seen	by	way	of	the	pillar	of
cloud	that	led	them	from	Egypt	to	Canaan,	the	Promised	Land.	God	went	before
the	people	by	day	in	a	pillar	of	cloud	to	 lead	the	way	(the	cloud	also	meant	 to
protect	the	people	against	the	heat	of	the	sun	in	the	wilderness).	By	night,	God
went	 before	 them	 in	 a	 pillar	 of	 fire	 (to	 give	 them	 light	 and	 to	 protect	 them
against	too	much	cooling).	Isn’t	it	amazing	how	well	the	LORD	takes	care	of	His
people!	 However,	 at	 a	 specific	 moment	 the	 LORD	 decided	 to	 not	 be	 in	 their
midst	 anymore	 due	 to	 their	 disobedience	 and	 stubbornness.	 However,	 Moses,
pleading	for	his	people,	said	to	the	LORD	that	he	didn’t	want	to	continue	on	this
journey	without	 the	 LORD.	 The	 LORD	 then	 promised	Moses	 that	 His	 Angel
(the	Angel	of	the	Lord,	the	Messiah	in	the	Tanakh)	would	go	before	them:

Exodus	32:34	“Now	therefore,	go,	lead	the	people	to	the	place	of	which	I	have
spoken	 to	you.	Behold,	My	Angel	shall	go	before	you.	Nevertheless,	 in	 the	day
when	I	visit	for	punishment,	I	will	visit	punishment	upon	them	for	their	sin.”

Exodus	33:1	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Depart	and	go	up	from	here,	you
and	the	people	whom	you	have	brought	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	to	the	land	of
which	I	swore	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	saying,	‘To	your	descendants	I	will
give	 it.’	 2	 And	 I	 will	 send	 My	 Angel	 before	 you,	 and	 I	 will	 drive	 out	 the
Canaanite	and	the	Amorite	and	the	Hittite	and	the	Perizzite	and	the	Hivite	and
the	Jebusite.	3	Go	up	to	a	land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey;	for	I	will	not	go	up
in	your	midst,	lest	I	consume	you	on	the	way,	for	you	are	a	stiff-necked	people.”
4	And	when	the	people	heard	this	bad	news,	they	mourned,	and	no	one	put	on	his
ornaments.	5	For	the	LORD	had	said	to	Moses,	“Say	to	the	children	of	Israel,
‘You	are	a	stiff-necked	people.	I	could	come	up	into	your	midst	 in	one	moment
and	consume	you.	Now	therefore,	take	off	your	ornaments,	that	I	may	know	what
to	do	to	you.’”	6	So	the	children	of	Israel	stripped	themselves	of	their	ornaments
by	Mount	Horeb.

Paul	also	refers	to	the	presence	of	the	Messiah	in:

1Corinthians	10:1	Moreover,	brethren,	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	unaware	that	all



our	fathers	were	under	the	cloud,	all	passed	through	the	sea,	2	all	were	baptized
into	Moses	in	the	cloud	and	in	the	sea,	3	all	ate	the	same	spiritual	food,	4	and	all
drank	 the	 same	 spiritual	 drink.	 For	 they	 drank	 of	 that	 spiritual	 Rock	 that
followed	them,	and	that	Rock	was	Christ.

In	 the	 wilderness,	Moses	 struck	 the	 rock	 in	 order	 to	 bring	water	 out	 of	 it,	 in
response	 to	God’s	 command	 (Numbers	 20:10-12).	But	Moses	 should	 not	 have
struck	the	rock;	God	had	ordered	him	to	speak	to	the	rock,	 just	as,	 in	a	similar
situation	earlier,	he	had	 struck	 the	 rock	 (Exodus	17:6).	That	 rock	 symbolically
represented	 the	Messiah,	 and	 the	Messiah	was	 only	 to	 be	 struck	 once:	 on	 the
cross.	 God	 became	 very	 enraged	 with	 Moses	 because	 of	 violating	 His
commandment.

Due	to	the	people’s	disobedience,	Moses	had	to	set	up	the	tabernacle	of	meeting
far	from	the	camp.	In	this	tabernacle,	the	LORD	spoke	with	Moses.	As	soon	as
Moses	entered	it,	the	pillar	of	cloud	descended	at	the	door	of	the	tabernacle,	and
while	the	LORD	was	talking	to	Moses,	the	people	would	rise	and	worship,	out	of
respect	and	reverence.

Exodus	33:7	Moses	 took	his	 tent	and	pitched	 it	outside	 the	camp,	 far	 from	the
camp,	and	called	it	the	tabernacle	of	meeting.	And	it	came	to	pass	that	everyone
who	sought	the	LORD	went	out	to	the	tabernacle	of	meeting	which	was	outside
the	camp.	8	So	it	was,	whenever	Moses	went	out	to	the	tabernacle,	 that	all	 the
people	 rose,	and	each	man	stood	at	his	 tent	door	and	watched	Moses	until	he
had	gone	 into	 the	 tabernacle.	 9	And	 it	 came	 to	 pass,	when	Moses	 entered	 the
tabernacle,	 that	 the	 pillar	 of	 cloud	 descended	 and	 stood	 at	 the	 door	 of	 the
tabernacle,	and	the	Lord	talked	with	Moses.	10	All	the	people	saw	the	pillar	of
cloud	 standing	at	 the	 tabernacle	door,	 and	all	 the	people	 rose	and	worshiped,
each	man	in	his	tent	door.	11	So	the	LORD	spoke	to	Moses	face	to	face,	as	a	man
speaks	to	his	friend.	And	he	would	return	to	the	camp,	but	his	servant	Joshua	the
son	of	Nun,	a	young	man,	did	not	depart	from	the	tabernacle.

The	LORD	gave	new	instructions	for	the	position	of	the	tribes	of	Israel	around
the	 tabernacle	of	meeting.	 In	 the	wilderness,	 the	 tribes	were	positioned	 in	 four
groups.	In	each	group,	one	of	the	tribes	was	in	charge.	Every	tribe	in	charge	had
a	standard	under	which	they	had	to	march.	Those	four	tribes	were:

Judah	to	the	east

Ruben	to	the	south



Dan	to	the	north

Ephraim	to	the	west

So	the	tribes	were	grouped	according	to	the	four	quarters	of	the	compass–or,	as
one	 could	 also	 say,	 in	 the	 form	 of	 a	 cross.	 This	 is	 indeed	 very	 special!	 See
Numbers	2:1-32.

What	is	the	meaning	of	the	four	standards	under	which	the	tribes	had	to	march?
The	Bible	doesn’t	give	a	straight	answer	to	this	question.	Yet	from	indirect	data
we	can	form	an	idea	of	it,	although	there	is	no	conclusive	proof.	Everybody	with
basic	biblical	knowledge	knows	that	the	Messiah	is	called	the	Lion	of	the	tribe	of
Judah.	This	is	clearly	stated	in	Revelation	5:

Revelation	5:5	But	one	of	the	elders	said	to	me,	“Do	not	weep.	Behold,	the	Lion
of	the	tribe	of	Judah,	the	Root	of	David,	has	prevailed	to	open	the	scroll	and	to
loose	its	seven	seals.”

The	 Lion	 in	 this	 text	 is	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 Himself.	 This	 metaphoric	 symbol
indicates	His	strength,	authority	and	royal	dignity,	but	we	can	also	observe	from
it	that	He	comes	from	the	tribe	of	Judah.	On	Solomon’s	steps,	we	see	six	stairs
leading	up	 to	 the	 throne,	with	 two	 lions	on	each	 stair	 (one	on	each	 side),	 so	a
total	 of	 twelve	 lions.	 They	 represented	 the	 twelve	 tribes	 of	 Israel	 during	 the
monarchy	of	Judah.	When	Jacob	blessed	Judah,	he	said:

Genesis	49:8	“Judah,	you	are	he	whom	your	brothers	shall	praise;	your	hand
shall	 be	 on	 the	 neck	 of	 your	 enemies;	 your	 father’s	 children	 shall	 bow	 down
before	you.	9	Judah	is	a	lion’s	whelp;	from	the	prey,	my	son,	you	have	gone	up.
He	bows	down,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion;	and	as	a	lion,	who	shall	rouse	him?	10
The	scepter	shall	not	depart	from	Judah,	Nor	a	lawgiver	from	between	his	feet,
until	Shiloh	comes;	and	to	Him	shall	be	the	obedience	of	the	people.”

Moses	blessed	Israel	and	said	the	following	about	Joseph	and	his	sons:

Deuteronomy	33:17	1	His	glory	 is	 like	 a	 firstborn	bull,	 and	his	 horns	 like	 the
horns	of	the	wild	ox;	together	with	them	He	shall	push	the	peoples	to	the	ends	of
the	earth;	they	are	the	ten	thousands	of	Ephraim,	and	they	are	the	thousands	of
Manasseh.

Joseph’s	firstborn	son	was	Manasseh,	but	Ephraim	was	chosen	and	received	the
birthright	from	God	through	Jacob	(Genesis	48:12-20).	In	Hosea	10,	Ephraim	is



called	a	trained	heifer,	whereas	Jeremiah	31	speaks	of	an	untrained	bull:

Hosea	 10:11	 Ephraim	 is	 a	 trained	 heifer	 that	 loves	 to	 thresh	 grain;	 but	 I
harnessed	 her	 fair	 neck,	 I	 will	 make	 Ephraim	 pull	 a	 plow.	 Judah	 shall	 plow;
Jacob	shall	break	his	clods.”

Jeremiah	31:18	“I	 have	 surely	 heard	Ephraim	 bemoaning	 himself:	 ‘You	 have
chastised	me,	and	I	was	chastised,	Like	an	untrained	bull;	Restore	me,	and	I	will
return,	For	You	are	the	LORD	my	God.’”

In	Solomon’s	temple,	there	were	twelve	oxen,	lying	near	a	great	cistern	of	water,
called	 the	sea.	These	 twelve	oxen	under	 the	sea	point	 to	 the	 four	quarters	of	a
compass.	 Since	 Joseph’s	 birthright	 was	 transferred	 to	 Ephraim,	 his
emblem/standard	is	the	bull	or	wild	ox	(Deuteronomy	33:17).

In	 the	wilderness,	God	divided	 Israel	 in	 four	 groups	under	 the	 standard	of	 the
tribe	 in	 charge.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 identify	 the	 other	 two	 standards.	 Judah	 (Lion)
was	positioned	on	the	east	side,	with	Ephraim	(ox)	on	the	west	side.	This	tallies
with	 the	 position	 of	 the	 two	 animals	 in	Ezekiel	 1.	 The	 prophet	 Ezekiel	 saw	 a
vision	 from	God	 during	 the	 time	 that	 he	was	 in	 exile,	with	 the	 Israelites.	 The
vision	 showed	 him	 four	 beings	 in	 the	 form	 of	 animals–the	 lion	 being	 on	 his
right-hand	side,	and	the	ox	on	his	left-hand	side.

When	 we	 apply	 the	 position	 of	 the	 animals	 in	 Ezekiel	 to	 the	 situation	 in	 the
wilderness,	Ruben	must	have	the	standard	of	a	man	on	the	south	side,	and	Dan
the	standard	of	an	eagle	on	the	north	side.	Anyway,	it	is	for	sure	that	these	four
standards	indicate	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	And	the	twelve	tribes	were	placed
under	the	leadership	of	four	tribes.

In	the	Bible,	there	are	no	direct	texts	to	be	found	with	respect	to	the	images	on
Dan’s	standard	and	Ruben’s	standard.	People	have	tried	to	get	an	idea	about	it	by
using	 other	 biblical	 data,	 while	 also	 in	 the	 Jewish	 tradition,	 the	 images	 are
explained	based	on	Ezekiel	1.	The	image	on	Dan’s	standard	would	be	an	eagle,
and	that	on	Ruben’s	a	man–corresponding	with	the	animals	in	Ezekiel	1:10	and
Revelation	4:7.

In	Jacob’s	blessing,	Dan	is	called	a	snake,	though	it	is	not	clear	why.	Links	are
made	 with	 the	 four	 animals	 in	 Revelation	 and	 the	 four	 Gospels.	 Though
interesting,	 they	 remain	 somewhat	 speculative.	 The	 Gospel	 of	 Matthew
emphasizes	the	Kingship	of	the	Messiah	(Lion).	The	Gospel	of	Mark	emphasizes
the	 servanthood	 (yoke-bearing)	 of	 the	 Messiah	 (Ox).	 The	 Gospel	 of	 Luke



focuses	 on	 the	 true	 humanity	 of	 the	Messiah	 (Man),	 and	 the	 Gospel	 of	 John
underlines	the	Sonship	of	the	Messiah	(Eagle).

I’ll	leave	it	at	this	explanation.



30.	Israel’s	election	and	calling
The	 election	 began	 when	 Abram	 was	 called	 to	 leave	 the	 land	 of	 Ur	 of	 the
Chaldeans	to	go	to	the	land	of	Canaan.	God	promised	to	bless	him	and	make	him
a	 large	 and	mighty	 people.	 All	 nations	 of	 the	 earth	would	 be	 blessed	 in	 him.
Since	 Abraham	 was	 obedient	 to	 God	 and	 His	 orders,	 God	 would	 bless	 him
exceedingly.

Genesis	 18:17	And	 the	 LORD	 said,	 “Shall	 I	 hide	 from	 Abraham	 what	 I	 am
doing,	18	since	Abraham	shall	surely	become	a	great	and	mighty	nation,	and	all
the	nations	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed	in	him?”

Genesis	22:15	Then	the	Angel	of	the	LORD	called	to	Abraham	a	second	time	out
of	heaven,	16	and	said:	“By	Myself	I	have	sworn,	says	the	LORD,	because	you
have	done	this	thing,	and	have	not	withheld	your	son,	your	only	son–	17	blessing
I	will	bless	you,	and	multiplying	I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as	the	stars	of
the	heaven	and	as	the	sand	which	is	on	the	seashore;	and	your	descendants	shall
possess	 the	 gate	 of	 their	 enemies.	 18	 In	 your	 seed	all	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 earth
shall	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	My	voice.”

Genesis	26:3	“Dwell	 in	 this	 land,	and	I	will	be	with	you	and	bless	you;	 for	 to
you	 and	 your	 descendants	 I	 give	 all	 these	 lands,	 and	 I	 will	 perform	 the	 oath
which	 I	 swore	 to	 Abraham	 your	 father.	 4	 And	 I	 will	 make	 your	 descendants
multiply	as	the	stars	of	heaven;	I	will	give	to	your	descendants	all	these	lands;
and	 in	 your	 seed	 all	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 earth	 shall	 be	 blessed;	 5	 because
Abraham	obeyed	My	voice	and	kept	My	charge,	My	commandments,	My	statutes,
and	My	laws.”

‘And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation’–those	were	the
words	that	Moses	had	to	speak	to	the	people	of	Israel.	The	purpose	of	this	nation
was	to	glorify	God	on	earth,	to	testify	His	wonders,	to	declare	His	praise,	and	to
tell	 of	God’s	 righteousness	 and	of	 all	His	works.	To	praise	 the	LORD	 for	His
grace	 and	 salvation	 (goodness	 and	 blessing),	 to	 make	 His	 greatness	 and
goodness	known.

The	existence	and	the	election	of	the	Jewish	people	are	in	themselves	already	a
testimony	to	God’s	grace	and	love	for	a	world	that	had	turned	away	from	Him:

Exodus	19:6	“‘And	you	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.’
These	are	the	words	which	you	shall	speak	to	the	children	of	Israel.”



Deuteronomy	 26:18	 “Also	 today	 the	 LORD	 has	 proclaimed	 you	 to	 be	 His
special	 people,	 just	 as	 He	 promised	 you,	 that	 you	 should	 keep	 all	 His
commandments,	19	and	that	He	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations	which	He	has
made,	in	praise,	in	name,	and	in	honor,	and	that	you	may	be	a	holy	people	to	the
LORD	your	God,	just	as	He	has	spoken.”

Deuteronomy	33:2	And	he	said:	“The	LORD	came	from	Sinai,	and	dawned	on
them	 from	 Seir;	 He	 shone	 forth	 from	 Mount	 Paran,	 and	 He	 came	 with	 ten
thousands	of	 saints;	 from	His	right	hand	came	a	 fiery	 law	 for	 them.	3	Yes,	He
loves	 the	 people;	 all	His	 saints	 are	 in	 Your	 hand;	 they	 sit	 down	 at	 Your	 feet;
everyone	receives	Your	words.	4	Moses	commanded	a	law	for	us,	a	heritage	of
the	congregation	of	Jacob.”

Habakkuk	1:5	“Look	among	the	nations	and	watch–Be	utterly	astounded!	For	I
will	work	a	work	in	your	days	which	you	would	not	believe,	though	it	were	told
you.”

The	Scriptures,	and	specifically	the	Psalms,	speak	about	praising	the	LORD	and
about	 the	 wonders	 He	 has	 done.	 Through	 the	 ages,	 the	 Psalms,	 which	 were
written	by	Jewish	believers,	have	been	a	source	of	 joy,	devotion	and	reflection
for	all	believers:

Psalm	9	To	the	Chief	Musician.	To	the	tune	of	“Death	of	the	Son.”	A	Psalm	of
David.	1	I	will	praise	You,	O	LORD,	with	my	whole	heart;	I	will	tell	of	all	Your
marvelous	works.	2	I	will	be	glad	and	rejoice	in	You;	I	will	sing	praise	to	Your
name,	O	Most	High.

See	 also	Psalm	26:7;	Psalm	35:18;	Psalm	40:9-10;	Psalm	71:15;	Psalm	73:28;
Psalm	79:13;	Psalm	89:1;Psalm	96:3;	Psalm	105:1-11;	Psalm	107:21-22;	Psalm
118:17;	Psalm	145:4-7,11-12.

The	 Jewish	prophets	 also	 speak	 about	 the	praises	of	 the	LORD	and	 about	His
works.	The	people	of	Israel	must	declare	God’s	great	works	among	the	nations:

Isaiah	 12:4	And	 in	 that	 day	 you	 will	 say:	 “Praise	 the	 LORD,	 call	 upon	 His
name;	 declare	 His	 deeds	 among	 the	 peoples,	 make	 mention	 that	 His	 name	 is
exalted.”

Isaiah	43:21	This	people	I	have	formed	for	Myself;	they	shall	declare	My	praise.

Joel	1:3	Tell	your	children	about	it,	let	your	children	tell	their	children,	and	their
children	another	generation.



The	 greatest	 grace	 is	 that	 the	 Jewish	 people	 was	 chosen	 to	 bring	 forth	 the
Messiah.	For	that	reason,	it	was	very	difficult	for	a	married	woman	in	Israel	to
accept	 the	 fact	 not	 to	 have	 children	 of	 her	 own,	 since	 she	 thus	 missed	 the
opportunity	to	bring	forth	the	Messiah.	(See	1Samuel	1	as	an	example:	Hannah,
Samuel’s	mother.)	And	from	this	Jewish	nation,	 the	Messiah,	 the	Savior	of	 the
world,	was	 brought	 forth–in	 order	 to	 tell	 the	world	 about	 the	 salvation	 that	 is
found	in	the	Messiah.	More	about	this	subject	can	be	found	in	Chapter	73,	page
400,	Israel’s	Ministry.



31.	An	earthly	kindom
Prophecy	about	Israel’s	earthly	king

Already	 in	Deuteronomy,	 the	LORD	made	known	 to	Moses	 that	 the	people	of
Israel,	once	having	taken	possession	of	the	land	of	Canaan,	would	want	to	have	a
king,	like	all	the	nations	around	them:

Deuteronomy	17:14	“When	you	come	to	the	land	which	the	LORD	your	God	is
giving	you,	and	possess	it	and	dwell	in	it,	and	say,	‘I	will	set	a	king	over	me	like
all	the	nations	that	are	around	me,’	15	you	shall	surely	set	a	king	over	you	whom
the	LORD	your	God	 chooses;	 one	 from	among	 your	 brethren	 you	 shall	 set	 as
king	over	you;	you	may	not	set	a	foreigner	over	you,	who	is	not	your	brother.	16
But	he	 shall	not	multiply	horses	 for	himself,	 nor	 cause	 the	people	 to	 return	 to
Egypt	 to	multiply	 horses,	 for	 the	LORD	has	 said	 to	 you,	 ‘You	 shall	 not	 return
that	way	again.’	17	Neither	shall	he	multiply	wives	for	himself,	lest	his	heart	turn
away;	nor	shall	he	greatly	multiply	silver	and	gold	for	himself.	18	Also	it	shall
be,	when	he	sits	on	the	throne	of	his	kingdom,	that	he	shall	write	for	himself	a
copy	of	this	law	in	a	book,	from	the	one	before	the	priests,	the	Levites.	19	And	it
shall	be	with	him,	and	he	shall	read	it	all	the	days	of	his	life,	that	he	may	learn	to
fear	the	LORD	his	God	and	be	careful	to	observe	all	the	words	of	this	law	and
these	statutes,	20	that	his	heart	may	not	be	lifted	above	his	brethren,	that	he	may
not	turn	aside	from	the	commandment	to	the	right	hand	or	to	the	left,	and	that	he
may	prolong	his	days	in	his	kingdom,	he	and	his	children	in	the	midst	of	Israel.”

With	this,	they	rejected	the	LORD	God	as	their	King	in	its	deepest	sense.	Yet	the
LORD	will	allow	them	to	appoint	a	king,	whom	the	LORD	Himself	will	choose.
The	LORD	also	hands	them	important	guidelines	that	this	king	should	adhere	to:
not	 have	many	 horses,	 not	 take	many	women	 and	 not	 collect	 much	 gold	 and
silver.

When	it	was	time	for	 this	prophecy	to	be	fulfilled,	 the	prophet	Samuel	warned
the	people	of	 Israel	 for	 the	heavy	burdens	 that	go	with	having	a	king.	But	 the
people	rejected	the	LORD	as	King	and	wanted	an	earthly	king.

1Samuel	8:4	Then	all	the	elders	of	Israel	gathered	together	and	came	to	Samuel
at	Ramah,	5	and	said	to	him,	“Look,	you	are	old,	and	your	sons	do	not	walk	in
your	ways.	Now	make	us	a	king	to	judge	us	like	all	the	nations.”	6	But	the	thing
displeased	 Samuel	 when	 they	 said,	 “Give	 us	 a	 king	 to	 judge	 us.”	 So	 Samuel



prayed	 to	 the	LORD.	7	And	 the	LORD	said	 to	Samuel,	“Heed	 the	voice	of	 the
people	in	all	that	they	say	to	you;	for	they	have	not	rejected	you,	but	they	have
rejected	Me,	 that	 I	 should	 not	 reign	 over	 them.	 8	 According	 to	 all	 the	 works
which	they	have	done	since	the	day	that	I	brought	them	up	out	of	Egypt,	even	to
this	day–with	which	 they	have	 forsaken	Me	and	served	other	gods–so	 they	are
doing	 to	 you	 also.	 9	 Now	 therefore,	 heed	 their	 voice.	 However,	 you	 shall
solemnly	forewarn	them,	and	show	them	the	behavior	of	the	king	who	will	reign
over	 them.”	 (...)	 21	 And	 Samuel	 heard	 all	 the	 words	 of	 the	 people,	 and	 he
repeated	 them	 in	 the	 hearing	 of	 the	 LORD.	 22	 So	 the	 LORD	 said	 to	 Samuel,
“Heed	their	voice,	and	make	them	a	king.”	And	Samuel	said	to	the	men	of	Israel,
“Every	man	go	to	his	city.”

The	people	of	Israel	got	their	king,	though	contrary	to	the	will	of	God;	according
to	the	prophet	Hosea,	Israel	will	get	a	king	in	His	anger:

Hosea	13:10	I	will	be	your	King;	where	is	any	other,	that	he	may	save	you	in	all
your	cities?	And	your	judges	to	whom	you	said,	‘Give	me	a	king	and	princes’?
11	I	gave	you	a	king	in	My	anger,	and	took	him	away	in	My	wrath.

Saul	was	the	first	person	to	be	anointed	king	by	Samuel.	However,	it	turned	out
that	he	was	not	a	man	after	God’s	heart.	At	the	end	of	his	life,	he	even	consulted
a	medium	for	guidance.	He	was	constantly	disobedient,	which	was	the	reason	for
God	to	take	His	Holy	Spirit	away	from	him	and	send	him	an	evil	spirit.

The	 second	 king,	 David,	 was	 indeed	 a	 man	 after	 God’s	 heart.	 The	 prophet
Samuel	 prophesied	 of	 him	 that	 his	 kingdom	 would	 be	 established	 forever	 (2
Samuel	 7:16)	 and	 that	 the	Messiah	 would	 be	 born	 out	 of	 him,	 that	 his	 Seed
would	be	everlasting.

The	son	succeeding	David,	Solomon,	was	a	wise	man.	However,	not	so	wise	as
to	 observe	 God’s	 commandments.	 He	 trespassed	 the	 LORD’s	 commandments
given	 to	Moses	 in	Deuteronomy	17.	He	did	 collect	many	 treasures,	 had	many
(Gentile)	 wives,	 and	 had	 many	 horses.	 The	 heathen	 wives	 tempted	 him	 into
serving	 the	 idols.	 The	 prophet	 Hosea	 foretold	 that	 Israel	 would	 be	 without	 a
king,	without	a	prince,	for	many	days–yes,	even	without	sacrifice	and	offering.
Afterward,	 in	 the	 latter	 days,	 they	 would	 repent	 and	 receive	 the	 eternal	 King
David	as	their	King:

Hosea	 3:4	For	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 shall	 abide	 many	 days	 without	 king	 or
prince,	 without	 sacrifice	 or	 sacred	 pillar,	 without	 ephod	 or	 teraphim.	 5



Afterward	the	children	of	Israel	shall	return	and	seek	the	LORD	their	God	and
David	their	king.	They	shall	fear	the	LORD	and	His	goodness	in	the	latter	days.

The	people	would	have	a	king,	but	the	LORD	did	punish	them	for	this	sin.	They
got	 rain	 and	 thunder	 on	 the	 day	 of	 the	 wheat	 harvest.	 The	 people	 humbled
themselves	before	 the	LORD	 their	God	and	asked	Samuel	 to	pray	 to	God	 that
they	would	not	die.	They	recognized	that	they	had	greatly	sinned,	that	now	they
had	sinned	by	rejecting	God	and	wanting	another	king.	Nevertheless,	on	behalf
of	the	LORD,	Samuel	said	that	God	would	not	leave	His	people	for	the	sake	of
His	great	Name	because	He	had	chosen	Israel	to	be	His	people:

1Samuel	12:16	“Now	therefore,	stand	and	see	this	great	thing	which	the	LORD
will	 do	before	 your	 eyes:	 17	 Is	 today	not	 the	wheat	harvest?	 I	will	 call	 to	 the
LORD,	and	He	will	send	thunder	and	rain,	 that	you	may	perceive	and	see	that
your	 wickedness	 is	 great,	 which	 you	 have	 done	 in	 the	 sight	 of	 the	 LORD,	 in
asking	a	king	for	yourselves.”	18	So	Samuel	called	to	the	LORD,	and	the	LORD
sent	thunder	and	rain	that	day;	and	all	the	people	greatly	feared	the	LORD	and
Samuel.	 19	And	all	 the	people	 said	 to	 Samuel,	“Pray	 for	 your	 servants	 to	 the
LORD	your	God,	that	we	may	not	die;	for	we	have	added	to	all	our	sins	the	evil
of	asking	a	king	for	ourselves.”	20	Then	Samuel	said	to	the	people,	“Do	not	fear.
You	 have	 done	 all	 this	 wickedness;	 yet	 do	 not	 turn	 aside	 from	 following	 the
LORD,	but	serve	 the	LORD	with	all	your	heart.	21	And	do	not	 turn	aside;	 for
then	you	would	go	after	empty	things	which	cannot	profit	or	deliver,	for	they	are
nothing.	 22	 For	 the	 LORD	 will	 not	 forsake	 His	 people,	 for	 His	 great	 name’s
sake,	because	it	has	pleased	the	LORD	to	make	you	His	people.	23	Moreover,	as
for	me,	far	be	it	from	me	that	I	should	sin	against	the	LORD	in	ceasing	to	pray
for	you;	but	I	will	teach	you	the	good	and	the	right	way.	24	Only	fear	the	LORD,
and	serve	Him	in	truth	with	all	your	heart;	for	consider	what	great	things	He	has
done	for	you.	25	But	if	you	still	do	wickedly,	you	shall	be	swept	away,	both	you
and	your	king.”



32.	The	coming	of	the	erverlasting
Kindom	of	God	announced



The	covenant	with	David,	the	King	of	Israel

The	 LORD	 made	 a	 personal	 covenant	 with	 David,	 the	 so-called	 Davidic
covenant.	The	word	‘covenant’	does	not	occur	in	the	text,	but	all	the	data	show	it
is	a	covenant.	The	major	points	in	this	covenant	are:

1.	 God	has	made	David	a	great	name,	like	the	name	of	the	great	men	on	the
earth.

2.	 The	LORD	will	give	rest	to	David	from	all	his	enemies.

3.	 The	LORD	will	have	a	house	built	for	Him	to	dwell	in,	through	David’s
son.

4.	 David’s	house	and	kingdom	will	be	established	forever.

5.	 It	is	an	unconditional	covenant.

In	 many	 Psalms	 and	 in	 the	 Prophets,	 this	 covenant	 was	 confirmed	 and	 the
contents	of	this	covenant	described.	Also	in	the	NT,	we	find	many	references	to
the	Messiah’s	future	kingdom.	In	Zechariah	14:9,	there	is	also	talk	of	an	earthly
kingdom	led	by	the	Messiah.	This	refers	to	the	Millennium	about	which	we	can
read	 in	 Revelation	 20:1-7.	 After	 this	 prelude,	 the	 kingdom	 will	 turn	 into	 an
everlasting	 kingdom,	 with	Messiah	 Jesus	 as	 King,	 and	 all	 the	 saints	 reigning
with	Him.	These	promises	also	held	that	the	people	of	Israel	would	continue	to
exist	as	a	nation,	would	return	to	the	Promised	Land,	and	would	have	a	state	of
their	own–which	is	already	a	reality	right	now.

Deuteronomy	33:28	“Then	 Israel	 shall	 dwell	 in	 safety,	 the	 fountain	 of	 Jacob
alone,	 in	 a	 land	 of	 grain	 and	 new	wine;	His	 heavens	 shall	 also	 drop	 dew.	 29
Happy	 are	 you,	 O	 Israel!	Who	 is	 like	 you,	 a	 people	 saved	 by	 the	 LORD,	 the
shield	of	your	help	and	the	sword	of	your	majesty!	Your	enemies	shall	submit	to
you,	and	you	shall	tread	down	their	high	places.”

2Samuel	 7:8	“Now	 therefore,	 thus	 shall	 you	 say	 to	My	 servant	 David,	 ‘Thus
says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 “I	 took	 you	 from	 the	 sheepfold,	 from	 following	 the
sheep,	 to	 be	 ruler	 over	 My	 people,	 over	 Israel.	 9	 And	 I	 have	 been	 with	 you
wherever	you	have	gone,	and	have	cut	off	all	your	enemies	from	before	you,	and
have	made	 you	 a	 great	 name,	 like	 the	 name	 of	 the	 great	men	who	 are	 on	 the
earth.	10	Moreover	I	will	appoint	a	place	 for	My	people	 Israel,	and	will	plant
them,	that	they	may	dwell	in	a	place	of	their	own	and	move	no	more;	nor	shall



the	 sons	of	wickedness	oppress	 them	anymore,	as	previously,	11	 since	 the	 time
that	I	commanded	judges	to	be	over	My	people	Israel,	and	have	caused	you	to
rest	 from	 all	 your	 enemies.	 Also	 the	 LORD	 tells	 you	 that	He	will	make	 you	 a
house.	12	When	your	days	are	fulfilled	and	you	rest	with	your	fathers,	I	will	set
up	your	seed	after	you,	who	will	come	from	your	body,	and	I	will	establish	his
kingdom.	13	He	shall	build	a	house	for	My	name,	and	I	will	establish	the	throne
of	 his	 kingdom	 forever.	 14	 I	will	 be	 his	Father,	 and	 he	 shall	 be	My	 son.	 If	 he
commits	iniquity,	I	will	chasten	him	with	the	rod	of	men	and	with	the	blows	of	the
sons	of	men.	15	But	My	mercy	shall	not	depart	from	him,	as	I	took	it	from	Saul,
whom	I	removed	from	before	you.	16	And	your	house	and	your	kingdom	shall	be
established	forever	before	you.	Your	throne	shall	be	established	forever.”’”

1Chronicles	17:14	“And	I	will	establish	him	 in	My	house	and	 in	My	kingdom
forever;	and	his	throne	shall	be	established	forever.”

There	 are	many	 Psalms	 that	 describe	 the	 future	 kingdom.	 Since	 Psalm	 149	 is
such	a	fine	example,	we	will	therefore	render	it	in	its	entirety:

1	 Praise	 the	 LORD!	 Sing	 to	 the	 LORD	 a	 new	 song,	 and	 His	 praise	 in	 the
assembly	of	saints.	2	Let	Israel	rejoice	in	their	Maker;	let	the	children	of	Zion	be
joyful	 in	 their	King.	3	Let	 them	praise	His	name	with	 the	dance;	 let	 them	sing
praises	to	Him	with	the	timbrel	and	harp.	4	For	the	LORD	takes	pleasure	in	His
people;	He	will	beautify	the	humble	with	salvation.	5	Let	the	saints	be	joyful	in
glory;	let	them	sing	aloud	on	their	beds.	6	Let	the	high	praises	of	God	be	in	their
mouth,	 and	 a	 two-edged	 sword	 in	 their	 hand,	 7	 to	 execute	 vengeance	 on	 the
nations,	and	punishments	on	the	peoples;	8	to	bind	their	kings	with	chains,	and
their	nobles	with	fetters	of	iron;	9	to	execute	on	them	the	written	judgment–This
honor	have	all	His	saints.	Praise	the	LORD!

In	Isaiah’s	prophecies	we	also	find	many	references	 to	 the	future	kingdom.	An
example	is:

Isaiah	 9:6	 For	 unto	 us	 a	 Child	 is	 born,	 unto	 us	 a	 Son	 is	 given;	 and	 the
government	will	be	upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	7	Of	the	increase
of	His	government	and	peace	there	will	be	no	end,	upon	the	throne	of	David	and
over	His	kingdom,	to	order	it	and	establish	it	with	judgment	and	justice	from	that
time	forward,	even	forever.	The	zeal	of	the	LORD	of	hosts	will	perform	this.

Below	you	will	find	several	examples	from	other	books	of	the	Bible:



Daniel	 2:44	“And	 in	 the	 days	 of	 these	 kings	 the	God	 of	 heaven	will	 set	 up	 a
kingdom	which	 shall	 never	 be	 destroyed;	 and	 the	 kingdom	 shall	 not	 be	 left	 to
other	 people;	 it	 shall	 break	 in	 pieces	 and	 consume	 all	 these	 kingdoms,	 and	 it
shall	stand	forever.”

Daniel	7:13	“I	was	watching	in	the	night	visions,	and	behold,	One	like	the	Son
of	Man,	coming	with	the	clouds	of	heaven!	He	came	to	the	Ancient	of	Days,	and
they	 brought	Him	 near	 before	Him.	 14	 Then	 to	Him	was	 given	 dominion	 and
glory	and	a	kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages	should	serve	Him.
His	 dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting	 dominion,	which	 shall	 not	 pass	 away,	 and	His
kingdom	the	one	which	shall	not	be	destroyed.”	(...)

18	‘But	 the	saints	of	 the	Most	High	shall	receive	 the	kingdom,	and	possess	 the
kingdom	forever,	even	forever	and	ever.’

Zechariah	14:3	Then	the	LORD	will	go	forth	and	fight	against	those	nations,	as
He	fights	in	the	day	of	battle.	4	And	in	that	day	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount
of	Olives,	which	faces	Jerusalem	on	the	east.	And	the	Mount	of	Olives	shall	be
split	in	two,	from	east	to	west,	making	a	very	large	valley;	half	of	the	mountain
shall	move	toward	the	north	and	half	of	it	toward	the	south.	(...)

9	And	the	LORD	shall	be	King	over	all	the	earth.	In	that	day	it	shall	be–	“The
LORD	is	one,”	and	His	name	one.

Revelation	20:4	And	 I	 saw	 thrones,	 and	 they	 sat	 on	 them,	 and	 judgment	was
committed	 to	 them.	Then	 I	 saw	 the	 souls	 of	 those	who	had	been	beheaded	 for
their	witness	to	Jesus	and	for	the	word	of	God,	who	had	not	worshiped	the	beast
or	 his	 image,	 and	 had	 not	 received	 his	 mark	 on	 their	 foreheads	 or	 on	 their
hands.	And	they	lived	and	reigned	with	Christ	for	a	thousand	years.

Many	 Scripture	 texts	 refer	 to	 the	 Messiah’s	 future	 kingdom.	 Considering	 the
multitude	of	reference	texts	we	may	gather	that	God	finds	it	very	important	that
we	take	notice	of	it.	For	it	is	all	about	His	glorious	kingdom,	later	here	on	earth,
when	the	Messiah	returns,	and	then	the	everlasting	kingdom.

There	 is	 a	 religious	movement	 that	 tries	 to	 realize	 this	kingdom	on	earth,	now
already.	There	are	ministers	who	already	have	their	crowns	ready	as	they	think
they	will	later	rule	with	the	Messiah	on	earth.	Through	deliverance	and	healing
and	all	kinds	of	miracles,	they	try	to	bring	about	this	kingdom	now	already.	All
these	attempts,	however,	are	not	scriptural.	The	kingdom	will	not	be	established
by	 people,	 but	 by	 the	 Messiah	 Himself	 upon	 His	 return	 to	 this	 earth.	 The



miracles	and	signs	that	are	now	happening,	are	not	the	Lord	Jesus’.	He	already
warned	us	for	that	in:

Matthew	 7:22	 “Many	 will	 say	 to	 Me	 in	 that	 day,	 ‘Lord,	 Lord,	 have	 we	 not
prophesied	 in	 Your	 name,	 cast	 out	 demons	 in	 Your	 name,	 and	 done	 many
wonders	in	Your	name?’	23	And	then	I	will	declare	to	them,	‘I	never	knew	you;
depart	from	Me,	you	who	practice	lawlessness!’”

Matthew	24:24	“For	 false	christs	and	 false	prophets	will	 rise	and	show	great
signs	and	wonders	to	deceive,	if	possible,	even	the	elect.”

It	is	outside	the	scope	of	this	book	to	state	here	texts	about	the	coming	kingdom.
My	 book	 “De	 Messias	 geopenbaard	 in	 de	 Heilige	 Schrift”	 (“The	 Messiah
Revealed	in	the	Holy	Scriptures”)	states	many	texts.

The	following	texts	deal	with	the	future	kingdom	of	the	Messiah:

Genesis	 49:10;	 Numbers	 24:17-19;	 1Samuel	 2:10;	 2Samuel	 7:12-16;
1Chronicles	 17:14;	 Psalm	 2:6-12;	 Psalm	 8:1-2;	 Psalm	 21:5;	 Psalm	 45;	 Psalm
46:5-11;	Psalm	47:2,6-8;	Psalm	48:1-2,8,10;	Psalm	50:2-6;	Psalm	61:6-7;	Psalm
66:1-5;	Psalm	67:1-7;	Psalm	68:1-4;	Psalm	72:6-20;	Psalm	85:8-13;	Psalm	86:9;
Psalm	 89:1-4,26-29,36-37;	 Psalm	 93:1;	 Psalm	 95:3-7;	 Psalm	 96:1-13;	 Psalm
97:1,6;	 Psalm	 98:1-9;	 Psalm	 99:1-4;	 Psalm	 110:1-6;	 Psalm	 130:7-8;	 Psalm
132:11-14;	 Psalm	 138:4-5;	 Psalm	 145:10-13;	 Psalm	 149:1-9;	 Isaiah	 2:10-22;
Isaiah	9:6-7;	 Isaiah	11:2-10;	 Isaiah	16:5;	 Isaiah	24:19-23;	 Isaiah	26:1-4;	 Isaiah
32:1-5,12-20;	Isaiah	33:17-24;	Isaiah	35:1-10;	Isaiah	40:5,9-11;	Isaiah	41:18-20;
Isaiah	42:4,13,16;	Isaiah	49:7;	Isaiah	52:1-3,10,13;	Isaiah	63:1-6;	Isaiah	65:17;
Isaiah	 66:15-17,22-24;	 Jeremíah	 23:5;	 Ezekiel	 40-48;	 Daniel	 2:35,44;	 Daniel
4:3;	 Daniel	 7:13-14,18,27;	 Daniel	 12:1-3;	 Joel	 2;	 Joel	 3;	 Obadiah	 1:17-21;
Micah	4:13;	Habakkuk	2:14;	Zephaniah	2:11;	Zechariah	6:12-13;	Zechariah	9:9-
12;	Zechariah	10:11-12;	Zechariah	14:9;	Malachi	4:1-6;	Matthew	6:10;	Matthew
19:28;	Matthew	28:18;	Luke	1:32,33;	Luke	22:29;	John	17:24;	John	18:36;	Acts
1:6,7;	 Romans	 8:19-23;	 Romans	 14:17;	 1Corinthians	 15:24,25;	 Ephesians
1:10,20;	 Philippians	 2:9;	 1Thessalonians	 2:12;	 1	 Timothy	 6:15;	 Hebrews	 1:8;
Hebrews	 2:5-9;	 1Peter	 1:3-5;	 Revelation	 6:2;	 Revelation	 11:15;	 Revelation
12:10;	Revelation	19:15,16;	Revelation	20:1-6.



33.	Announcement	of	the	birth	of	the
Messiah,	the	King	of	Israel
Various	places	in	the	Tanakh	announce	the	coming	of	the	Messiah.	The	prophets
usually	call	Him	a	Branch	or	a	Rod	from	the	stem	of	Jesse.	This	means	that	the
Messiah/King	 will	 be	 born	 as	 a	 descendant	 of	 King	 David,	 although	 at	 that
particular	moment	no	king	from	that	tribe	will	reign.

Isaiah	11:1	There	shall	come	forth	a	Rod	from	the	stem	of	Jesse,	and	a	Branch
shall	grow	out	of	his	roots.

Jeremiah	 23:5	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 I	 will
raise	 to	David	a	Branch	of	righteousness;	a	King	shall	reign	and	prosper,	and
execute	judgment	and	righteousness	in	the	earth.”

Jeremiah	33:15	‘In	those	days	and	at	that	time	I	will	cause	to	grow	up	to	David
a	Branch	of	righteousness;	He	shall	execute	judgment	and	righteousness	in	the
earth.’

Zechariah	3:8	‘Hear,	O	Joshua,	the	high	priest,	you	and	your	companions	who
sit	before	you,	for	they	are	a	wondrous	sign;	for	behold,	I	am	bringing	forth	My
Servant	the	BRANCH.’

Zechariah	 9:9	 “Rejoice	 greatly,	 O	 daughter	 of	 Zion!	 Shout,	 O	 daughter	 of
Jerusalem!	Behold,	your	King	is	coming	to	you;	He	is	just	and	having	salvation,
lowly	and	riding	on	a	donkey,	a	colt,	the	foal	of	a	donkey.”

Modern	 Jewish	 commentators	 have	 said	 that	 in	 Isaiah	 9:5	 King	 Hezekiah	 is
meant.	 The	 ancient	 Jewish	 exegetes	 saw	 in	 this	 Scripture	 verse	 a	 messianic
prophecy.

The	 Chaldean	 paraphrase	 of	 Jonathan	 is:	 “Messiah,	 whose	 peace	 will	 be
multiplied	on	us	in	His	days.”

Isaiah	 9:6	 For	 unto	 us	 a	 Child	 is	 born,	 unto	 us	 a	 Son	 is	 given;	 and	 the
government	will	be	upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.

In	his	reply	to	Jacob	Alfajumi	from	Yemen–as	a	response	to	Alfajumi’s	question
with	respect	to	the	Jews	who	had	to	embrace	Islam–Rabbi	Moses	ben	Maimon



wrote	the	following:

“God	 called	Him	 (the	Messiah)	with	 six	 names	when	He	 said	with	 respect	 to
Him:	‘For	a	child	is	born	unto	us,	a	Son	is	given	to	us,	and	the	government	is	on
His	shoulders,	and	His	name	will	be:	Wonderful,	Counsel,	God,	Hero,	Father	of
Eternity,	Prince	of	Peace.’	That	He	called	Him	El,	is	hyperbolic–to	thus	state	that
His	 glory	 surpasses	 that	 of	 all	 human	 beings”	 (Iggereth	 Teman).	 In	 this
connection,	 Aben	 Ezra	 observes:	 “Some	 commentators	 say	 that	 Wonderful,
Father	of	Eternity,	are	names	of	God,	and	that	only	Prince	of	Peace	is	the	name
of	the	Child.	Yet,	in	my	opinion,	it	is	correct	to	say	that	they	are	all	names	of	the
Child.”

The	Gospel	of	Luke	describes	the	announcement	and	the	birth	of	the	Messiah:

Luke	1:31	“And	behold,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bring	forth	a	Son,
and	shall	call	His	name	JESUS.	32	He	will	be	great,	and	will	be	called	the	Son
of	the	Highest;	and	the	Lord	God	will	give	Him	the	throne	of	His	father	David.
33	And	He	will	reign	over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	His	kingdom	there
will	be	no	end.”	(...)	67	Now	his	father	Zacharias	was	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,
and	prophesied,	saying:	68	“Blessed	is	the	Lord	God	of	Israel,	for	He	has	visited
and	redeemed	His	people,	69	and	has	raised	up	a	horn	of	salvation	for	us	In	the
house	of	His	servant	David,	70	as	He	spoke	by	the	mouth	of	His	holy	prophets,
who	 have	 been	 since	 the	 world	 began,	 71	 that	 we	 should	 be	 saved	 from	 our
enemies	and	from	the	hand	of	all	who	hate	us.”



34.	Why	is	Israel	the	chosen	people?
God	explained	more	specifically	why	Israel	was	a	chosen	people	and	what	He
did	to	show	this	to	the	people	and	convince	them	of	it.	His	election	is	based	on
His	sovereign	love.	By	way	of	one	nation,	He	wanted	to	acquire	for	Himself,	a
Church,	to	be	His	possession–comprising	Jew	and	Gentile.

From	the	many	godless	nations	on	earth	He	chose	the	nation	of	Israel	to	be	His
possession.	A	nation	that	would	recognize	Him	as	the	God	Who	created	heaven
and	 earth.	 A	 nation	 that	 would	 love	 and	 obey	 Him–as	 opposed	 to	 any	 other
nation	on	this	earth.	And	through	this	nation	He	would	bless	other	nations.	Israel
had	to	become	a	kingdom	of	priests,	a	holy	nation.

Deuteronomy	4:32	“For	ask	now	concerning	the	days	that	are	past,	which	were
before	you,	since	the	day	that	God	created	man	on	the	earth,	and	ask	from	one
end	of	heaven	 to	 the	other,	whether	any	great	 thing	 like	 this	has	happened,	or
anything	like	 it	has	been	heard.	33	Did	any	people	ever	hear	 the	voice	of	God
speaking	out	of	the	midst	of	the	fire,	as	you	have	heard,	and	live?	34	Or	did	God
ever	try	to	go	and	take	for	Himself	a	nation	from	the	midst	of	another	nation,	by
trials,	by	signs,	by	wonders,	by	war,	by	a	mighty	hand	and	an	outstretched	arm,
and	by	great	 terrors,	according	 to	all	 that	 the	LORD	your	God	did	 for	 you	 in
Egypt	before	your	eyes?	35	To	you	it	was	shown,	 that	you	might	know	that	 the
LORD	Himself	is	God;	there	is	none	other	besides	Him.	36	Out	of	heaven	He	let
you	 hear	His	 voice,	 that	He	might	 instruct	 you;	 on	 earth	He	 showed	 you	His
great	fire,	and	you	heard	His	words	out	of	the	midst	of	the	fire.	37	And	because
He	loved	your	fathers,	therefore	He	chose	their	descendants	after	them;	and	He
brought	you	out	of	Egypt	with	His	Presence,	with	His	mighty	power,	38	driving
out	 from	before	you	nations	greater	and	mightier	 than	you,	 to	bring	you	 in,	 to
give	you	their	land	as	an	inheritance,	as	it	is	this	day.”

The	 greatest	 blessing	 would	 be	 that	 from	 this	 nation	 the	 promised	 Messiah
would	be	born.	God	developed	everything	 through	 the	coming	of	His	Son,	 the
Messiah	Jesus.

The	fact	that	so	far	Israel	has	only	partially	fulfilled	God’s	purpose,	is	not	due	to
God	but	due	to	Israel’s	disobedience.	All	the	same,	Israel	will	fulfill	its	purpose.
God	 is	 faithful	 to	 His	 covenant	 with	 the	 fathers,	 even	 though	 it	 has	 been
postponed	for	a	while.



The	people	of	Israel	was	born	by	a	special	creative	act	of	God.	All	 life	on	this
earth	comes	about	through	God’s	creation,	but	Israel	came	about	through	God’s
special	creative	acts:

Deuteronomy	 7:6	 “For	 you	 are	 a	 holy	 people	 to	 the	 LORD	 your	 God;	 the
LORD	your	God	has	chosen	you	to	be	a	people	for	Himself,	a	special	treasure
above	all	the	peoples	on	the	face	of	the	earth.	7	The	LORD	did	not	set	His	love
on	you	nor	choose	you	because	you	were	more	in	number	than	any	other	people,
for	 you	were	 the	 least	 of	 all	 peoples;	8	but	because	 the	LORD	 loves	 you,	and
because	He	would	keep	the	oath	which	He	swore	to	your	fathers,	the	LORD	has
brought	 you	 out	 with	 a	 mighty	 hand,	 and	 redeemed	 you	 from	 the	 house	 of
bondage,	 from	 the	 hand	 of	 Pharaoh	 king	 of	 Egypt.	 9	 Therefore	 know	 that	 the
LORD	your	God,	He	is	God,	the	faithful	God	who	keeps	covenant	and	mercy	for
a	thousand	generations	with	those	who	love	Him	and	keep	His	commandments.”

Deuteronomy	9:5	“It	is	not	because	of	your	righteousness	or	the	uprightness	of
your	heart	that	you	go	in	to	possess	their	land,	but	because	of	the	wickedness	of
these	nations	that	the	LORD	your	God	drives	them	out	from	before	you,	and	that
He	may	 fulfill	 the	 word	 which	 the	 LORD	 swore	 to	 your	 fathers,	 to	 Abraham,
Isaac,	and	Jacob.”

It	began	with	the	choosing	of	Abraham.	But	how	would	it	continue?	It	turns	out
that	Abraham’s	wife	was	barren.	It	needed	a	special	creative	act	of	God	to	father
offspring	on	this	90-year-old	woman.	Also	Abraham	had	already	reached	an	age
that	it	was	impossible	for	him	to	beget	children.	The	same	happened	with	Isaac,
Abraham’s	son.	Rebecca,	Isaac’s	wife,	was	barren.	But	after	prayers,	the	LORD
made	her	fertile.	Leah	and	Rachel,	the	wives	of	Jacob	who	was	Isaac’s	son,	were
barren	until	the	LORD	opened	their	wombs.

Romans	4:19	And	not	 being	weak	 in	 faith,	 he	did	not	 consider	 his	 own	body,
already	 dead	 (since	 he	 was	 about	 a	 hundred	 years	 old),	 and	 the	 deadness	 of
Sarah’s	womb.	20	He	did	not	waver	at	the	promise	of	God	through	unbelief,	but
was	strengthened	in	faith,	giving	glory	to	God.



35.	Israel	being	equipped	for	its	task
What	did	Israel	receive	so	that	it	became	fully	equipped	for	its	task?	The	apostle
Paul	sets	things	straight	and	clear	in	the	texts	below:

Romans	 9:4	who	 are	 Israelites,	 to	 whom	 pertain	 the	 adoption,	 the	 glory,	 the
covenants,	the	giving	of	the	law,	the	service	of	God,	and	the	promises;	5	of	whom
are	the	fathers	and	from	whom,	according	to	the	flesh,	Christ	came,	who	is	over
all,	the	eternally	blessed	God.	Amen.

Israel	 received	 everything	 to	 fulfill	 the	 God-given	 task.	 Israel	 did	 not	 lack
anything.	The	only	condition	was	that	the	nation	had	to	be	obedient	and	execute
His	orders.	Below,	you	will	find	a	survey	of	all	aspects	of	this	equipment,	with
the	texts	that	show	that	Israel	did	indeed	receive	this	equipment.

1.	The	adoption	as	sons/children

Exodus	4:22	Then	you	shall	say	 to	Pharaoh,	 ‘Thus	says	 the	LORD:	“Israel	 is
My	son,	My	firstborn’”.

Deuteronomy	14:1	“You	are	the	children	of	the	LORD	your	God.”

2.	The	glory

1Kings	8:10	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the	priests	came	out	of	 the	holy	place,
that	 the	 cloud	 filled	 the	 house	 of	 the	 LORD,	 11	 so	 that	 the	 priests	 could	 not
continue	ministering	because	of	the	cloud;	for	the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled	the
house	of	the	LORD.

Isaiah	60:19	“The	sun	shall	no	longer	be	your	light	by	day,	nor	for	brightness
shall	 the	moon	 give	 light	 to	 you;	 but	 the	 LORD	will	 be	 to	 you	 an	 everlasting
light,	and	your	God	your	glory.

3.	The	covenants

Genesis	 15:18	 On	 the	 same	 day	 the	 LORD	 made	 a	 covenant	 with	 Abram,
saying:	“To	your	descendants	I	have	given	this	land,	from	the	river	of	Egypt	to
the	great	river,	the	River	Euphrates.”

Genesis	17:7	“And	I	will	establish	My	covenant	between	Me	and	you	and	your
descendants	 after	 you	 in	 their	 generations,	 for	 an	 everlasting	 covenant,	 to	 be
God	to	you	and	your	descendants	after	you.”



Exodus	24:7	Then	he	took	the	Book	of	the	Covenant	and	read	in	the	hearing	of
the	 people.	 And	 they	 said,	 “All	 that	 the	 LORD	 has	 said	 we	 will	 do,	 and	 be
obedient.”	 8	 And	Moses	 took	 the	 blood,	 sprinkled	 it	 on	 the	 people,	 and	 said,
“This	 is	 the	 blood	 of	 the	 covenant	 which	 the	 LORD	 has	 made	 with	 you
according	to	all	these	words.”

Jeremiah	 31:33	“But	 this	 is	 the	 covenant	 that	 I	 will	 make	 with	 the	 house	 of
Israel	after	 those	days,	 says	 the	LORD:	 I	will	 put	My	 law	 in	 their	minds,	 and
write	it	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will	be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.”

Acts	3:25	“You	are	sons	of	the	prophets,	and	of	the	covenant	which	God	made
with	our	 fathers,	 saying	 to	Abraham,	 ‘And	 in	 your	 seed	all	 the	 families	of	 the
earth	shall	be	blessed.’	26	To	you	first,	God,	having	raised	up	His	Servant	Jesus,
sent	Him	to	bless	you,	in	turning	away	every	one	of	you	from	your	iniquities.”

4.	The	legislation

Romans	 3:1	 What	 advantage	 then	 has	 the	 Jew,	 or	 what	 is	 the	 profit	 of
circumcision?	2	Much	in	every	way!	Chiefly	because	to	them	were	committed	the
oracles	of	God.

Nehemiah	 9:13	“You	 came	 down	 also	 on	Mount	 Sinai,	 and	 spoke	 with	 them
from	heaven,	 and	 gave	 them	 just	 ordinances	 and	 true	 laws,	 good	 statutes	 and
commandments.	 14	 You	 made	 known	 to	 them	 Your	 holy	 Sabbath,	 and
commanded	 them	 precepts,	 statutes	 and	 laws,	 by	 the	 hand	 of	 Moses	 Your
servant.”

5.	The	service	of	God

Exodus	12:25	“It	will	come	to	pass	when	you	come	to	the	land	which	the	LORD
will	give	you,	just	as	He	promised,	that	you	shall	keep	this	service.”

Deuteronomy	4:5	“Surely	I	have	taught	you	statutes	and	judgments,	just	as	the
LORD	my	God	 commanded	me,	 that	 you	 should	 act	 according	 to	 them	 in	 the
land	which	you	go	to	possess.”

Psalm	105:44	He	 gave	 them	 the	 lands	 of	 the	Gentiles,	 and	 they	 inherited	 the
labor	of	the	nations,	45	that	they	might	observe	His	statutes	and	keep	His	laws.
Praise	the	LORD!

6.	The	promises

Acts	2:39	“For	the	promise	 is	 to	you	and	to	your	children,	and	to	all	who	are



afar	off,	as	many	as	the	Lord	our	God	will	call.”

Acts	3:25	“You	are	sons	of	the	prophets,	and	of	the	covenant	which	God	made
with	our	 fathers,	 saying	 to	Abraham,	 ‘And	 in	 your	 seed	all	 the	 families	of	 the
earth	shall	be	blessed.’”

Acts	13:32	“And	we	declare	to	you	glad	tidings–that	promise	which	was	made
to	 the	 fathers.	 33	 God	 has	 fulfilled	 this	 for	 us	 their	 children,	 in	 that	 He	 has
raised	 up	 Jesus.	 As	 it	 is	 also	 written	 in	 the	 second	 Psalm:	 ‘You	 are	My	 Son,
Today	I	have	begotten	You.’”

7.	The	 fathers	 from	whom	Christ/the	Messiah	was	 born,	 according	 to	 the
flesh

Deuteronomy	10:15	“The	LORD	delighted	only	 in	your	 fathers,	 to	 love	 them;
and	He	chose	 their	descendants	after	 them,	you	above	all	peoples,	as	 it	 is	 this
day.”

Romans	 11:28	 Concerning	 the	 gospel	 they	 are	 enemies	 for	 your	 sake,	 but
concerning	the	election	they	are	beloved	for	the	sake	of	the	fathers.	29	For	the
gifts	and	the	calling	of	God	are	irrevocable.

Israel	 was	 equipped	 for	 its	 task	 by	 Word	 and	 Spirit.	 Through	 Israel,	 all
generations	of	the	earth	would	be	blessed–something	that	has	happened.

After	 the	 outpouring	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 the	 Jewish	 apostles	 and	 many	 other
Jewish	believers	in	the	Messiah	proclaimed	the	Gospel–first	in	Jerusalem,	Israel,
followed	 by	 the	 proclamation	 in	 many	 other	 countries.	 Many	 persecutions
contributed	to	that.	And	their	service	to	God	has	still	not	reached	an	end–there’s
more	to	come!



36.	Blueprints	of	God’s	plan	with
Israel
Words	of	God	spoken	by	Moses

Through	 Moses,	 God	 clearly	 stated	 the	 consequences	 if	 the	 people	 did	 not
observe	the	Sinai	Covenant;	they	would	be	facing	a	lot	of	misery.	It	is	because	of
His	love	that	God	warned	the	people	to	stay	within	the	covenant	and	to	observe
all	His	commandments	and	ordinances.	 If	disobedient,	 they	would	be	punished
in	various	ways.

Moses	also	said	that	there	would	come	a	Prophet	Whom	they	must	hear	(obey).
He	who	does	not	hear	(obey)	this	Prophet,	will	be	wiped	out.

Moses	 was	 prophesying	 here,	 on	 God’s	 behalf,	 on	 the	 coming	 Messiah
(Deuteronomy	18:18-19;	Acts	 3:22-23).	This	 prophecy	will	 be	 fulfilled	 during
the	Great	Tribulation.	At	 that	 time,	 only	 those	will	 remain	whose	 names	 have
been	written	in	 the	book	of	 life.	And	whose	names	will	 that	be?	The	names	of
those	who	have	accepted	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	their	Lord	and	Savior	(Revelation
3:5;	13:8;	17:8;	20:12;	20:15;	21:27;	22:19).

Punishments	in	case	of	disobedience:

The	punishments	to	be	administered	by	the	LORD	will	be	severe,	if	the	people
do	not	obey	Him–for	example:	all	kinds	of	diseases,	crop	failure,	plundering	by
enemies,	 suppression,	 no	 income	 from	 the	 land,	 no	 fruits,	 disease	 among	 the
cattle,	 devastation	 of	 the	 land,	 and	 famine.	 Cities	 and	 sanctuaries	 will	 be
destroyed,	and	the	people	will	be	dispersed	among	the	nations.	The	sword	will
pursue	them	(Leviticus	26:14-39	;Deuteronomy	28:58-68).

In	spite	of	all	that,	God	will	not	break	the	covenant!

However,	 God	 will	 remain	 faithful	 to	 His	 covenant	 with	 Abraham,	 Isaac	 and
Jacob!	God	will	take	care	that	the	people	are	going	to	confess	their	iniquities	and
transgressions	 to	 Him.	 God	will	 bring	 them	 back	 to	 the	 land	 of	 their	 fathers.
Even	if	they	live	in	the	land	of	their	enemies,	God	will	not	reject	them.	He	will
no	 longer	 be	 disgusted	 by	 the	 people.	 He	will	 not	 destroy	 His	 covenant	 with
them!	 For	 He	 is	 the	 LORD	 their	 God.	 If	 only	 this	 Word	 of	 God	 was	 more
believed,	also	among	Christians.



For	ever	and	ever,	God	will	remain	the	God	of	Israel.	He	remains	faithful	to	His
covenant	 with	 the	 fathers.	 There	 is	 no	 place	 whatsoever	 for	 replacement
theology–a	 theology	 that	 presumes	 that	 the	Church	has	 come	 in	 Israel’s	 place.
Apparently,	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	father	Augustine	is	believed	more	than
the	Word	of	God.

Leviticus	 26:40	 ‘But	 if	 they	 confess	 their	 iniquity	 and	 the	 iniquity	 of	 their
fathers,	with	 their	unfaithfulness	 in	which	 they	were	unfaithful	 to	Me,	and	 that
they	also	have	walked	contrary	to	Me,	41	and	that	I	also	have	walked	contrary
to	 them	 and	 have	 brought	 them	 into	 the	 land	 of	 their	 enemies;	 if	 their
uncircumcised	 hearts	 are	 humbled,	 and	 they	 accept	 their	 guilt–	 42	 then	 I	will
remember	 My	 covenant	 with	 Jacob,	 and	 My	 covenant	 with	 Isaac	 and	 My
covenant	with	Abraham	I	will	remember;	I	will	remember	the	land.	43	The	land
also	shall	be	left	empty	by	them,	and	will	enjoy	its	sabbaths	while	it	lies	desolate
without	 them;	they	will	accept	 their	guilt,	because	they	despised	My	judgments
and	because	their	soul	abhorred	My	statutes.	44	Yet	for	all	that,	when	they	are	in
the	land	of	their	enemies,	I	will	not	cast	them	away,	nor	shall	I	abhor	them,	to
utterly	destroy	them	and	break	My	covenant	with	them;	for	I	am	the	LORD	their
God.	 45	 But	 for	 their	 sake	 I	 will	 remember	 the	 covenant	 of	 their	 ancestors,
whom	I	brought	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt	in	the	sight	of	the	nations,	that	I	might
be	their	God:	I	am	the	LORD.’”

God	will	make	His	people	return	to	the	Promised	Land

In	 the	 continuation	 of	 this	 book,	 I	will	 extensively	 come	 back	 to	 this	 subject.
However,	 what’s	 so	 particular	 about	 this	 is	 that	 this	 event	 was	 already	 made
known	to	Moses,	and	thus	to	the	people	of	Israel:

Deuteronomy	30:1	“Now	it	shall	come	to	pass,	when	all	these	things	come	upon
you,	the	blessing	and	the	curse	which	I	have	set	before	you,	and	you	call	them	to
mind	among	all	 the	nations	where	 the	LORD	your	God	drives	 you,	2	and	you
return	 to	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 and	 obey	 His	 voice,	 according	 to	 all	 that	 I
command	you	today,	you	and	your	children,	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your
soul,	 3	 that	 the	LORD	your	God	will	 bring	 you	back	 from	captivity,	 and	have
compassion	on	you,	and	gather	you	again	from	all	the	nations	where	the	LORD
your	God	has	scattered	you.	4	If	any	of	you	are	driven	out	to	the	farthest	parts
under	heaven,	 from	 there	 the	LORD	your	God	will	gather	you,	and	 from	 there
He	will	bring	you.	5	Then	the	LORD	your	God	will	bring	you	to	the	land	which
your	 fathers	 possessed,	 and	 you	 shall	 possess	 it.	 He	 will	 prosper	 you	 and



multiply	you	more	than	your	fathers.”

The	people	will	be	converted	to	God

They	 will	 obey	 Him.	 God	 will	 bless	 them	 again	 and	 do	 good	 among	 them.
Already	at	 this	point,	 Israel	was	 informed	about	God’s	punishments	and	God’s
blessings.	 After	 much	 disobedience,	 after	 many	 punishments,	 after	 much
wandering,	 there	 will	 come	 a	 time	 for	 them	 to	 return	 to	 the	 Promised	 Land.
Despite	punishments	and	wrath,	God	continues	to	love	His	chosen	people.	He	is
faithful	 to	 His	 covenant	 with	 the	 fathers.	 This	 faithfulness	 will	 lead	 to	 the
conversion	of	 Israel.	 Israel	will	 start	 serving	God	with	 all	 of	her	heart.	 In	 that
way,	Israel	will	again	come	to	her	purpose,	her	destination.	See	also	the	special
chapter	on	this	subject.

Deuteronomy	30:6	“And	 the	LORD	your	God	will	 circumcise	 your	heart	 and
the	heart	of	your	descendants,	 to	 love	 the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart
and	with	all	your	soul,	that	you	may	live.	7	Also	the	LORD	your	God	will	put	all
these	curses	on	your	enemies	and	on	those	who	hate	you,	who	persecuted	you.	8
And	you	will	again	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	and	do	all	His	commandments
which	I	command	you	today.	9	The	LORD	your	God	will	make	you	abound	in	all
the	work	of	your	hand,	in	the	fruit	of	your	body,	in	the	increase	of	your	livestock,
and	in	the	produce	of	your	land	for	good.	For	the	LORD	will	again	rejoice	over
you	 for	good	as	He	rejoiced	over	your	 fathers,	10	 if	you	obey	 the	voice	of	 the
LORD	your	God,	to	keep	His	commandments	and	His	statutes	which	are	written
in	 this	Book	of	 the	Law,	and	 if	 you	 turn	 to	 the	LORD	your	God	with	all	 your
heart	and	with	all	your	soul.	11	For	 this	commandment	which	 I	command	you
today	is	not	too	mysterious	for	you,	nor	is	it	far	off.	12	It	is	not	in	heaven,	that
you	should	say,	‘Who	will	ascend	into	heaven	for	us	and	bring	it	to	us,	that	we
may	hear	it	and	do	it?’	13	Nor	is	 it	beyond	the	sea,	 that	you	should	say,	‘Who
will	go	over	the	sea	for	us	and	bring	it	to	us,	that	we	may	hear	it	and	do	it?’	14
But	the	word	is	very	near	you,	in	your	mouth	and	in	your	heart,	that	you	may	do
it.”

GOD	will	deal	with	Israel’s	enemies

With	these	curses,	God	will	strike	those	who	have	cursed	and	persecuted	Israel.
God	will	also	punish	those	who	have	scattered	the	Jewish	nation,	and	those	who
have	 divided	 the	 land	 that	 was	 promised	 by	 the	 LORD	 to	 the	 Jewish	 nation.
Israel	will	also	be	compensated	for	everything	that	the	nations	surrounding	Israel
have	stolen.	The	gold	and	silver,	the	property	of	those	nations	will	be	brought	to



Jerusalem.	See	Chapter	84,	page	524	on	the	subject	‘Judgment	on	the	Nations’.

Words	spoken	by	Balak	and	Balaam,	respectively

Numbers	22:6	“Therefore	 please	 come	 at	 once,	 curse	 this	 people	 for	me,	 for
they	are	too	mighty	for	me.	Perhaps	I	shall	be	able	to	defeat	them	and	drive	them
out	of	the	land,	for	I	know	that	he	whom	you	bless	is	blessed,	and	he	whom	you
curse	is	cursed.”

Numbers	24:9	‘He	bows	down,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion;	and	as	a	lion,	who	shall
rouse	him?’	“Blessed	is	he	who	blesses	you,	and	cursed	is	he	who	curses	you.”

Word	of	God	on	this	subject	through	Moses

Deuteronomy	30:7	“Also	the	LORD	your	God	will	put	all	these	curses	on	your
enemies	and	on	those	who	hate	you,	who	persecuted	you.”

Obadiah	1:10	“For	violence	against	your	brother	Jacob,	shame	shall	cover	you,
and	you	shall	be	cut	off	forever.”

On	behalf	of	God,	the	prophets	say	the	following:

Joel	 3:1	“For	 behold,	 in	 those	 days	 and	 at	 that	 time,	 when	 I	 bring	 back	 the
captives	of	Judah	and	Jerusalem,	2	I	will	also	gather	all	nations,	and	bring	them
down	 to	 the	 Valley	 of	 Jehoshaphat;	 and	 I	 will	 enter	 into	 judgment	 with	 them
there	 on	 account	 of	My	people,	My	heritage	 Israel,	whom	 they	 have	 scattered
among	the	nations;	they	have	also	divided	up	My	land.	3	They	have	cast	lots	for
My	people,	have	given	a	boy	as	payment	for	a	harlot,	and	sold	a	girl	for	wine,
that	they	may	drink.”

Zechariah	12:3	“And	it	shall	happen	in	 that	day	that	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a
very	heavy	stone	for	all	peoples;	all	who	would	heave	it	away	will	surely	be	cut
in	pieces,	though	all	nations	of	the	earth	are	gathered	against	it.	4	In	that	day,”
says	 the	 LORD,	 “I	 will	 strike	 every	 horse	 with	 confusion,	 and	 its	 rider	 with
madness;	I	will	open	My	eyes	on	the	house	of	Judah,	and	will	strike	every	horse
of	 the	peoples	with	blindness.	5	And	 the	governors	of	 Judah	 shall	 say	 in	 their
heart,	‘The	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	are	my	strength	in	the	LORD	of	hosts,	their
God.’	 6	 In	 that	 day	 I	 will	 make	 the	 governors	 of	 Judah	 like	 a	 firepan	 in	 the
woodpile,	 and	 like	 a	 fiery	 torch	 in	 the	 sheaves;	 they	 shall	 devour	 all	 the
surrounding	peoples	on	 the	 right	 hand	and	on	 the	 left,	 but	 Jerusalem	 shall	 be
inhabited	again	in	her	own	place–Jerusalem.	7	The	LORD	will	save	the	tents	of
Judah	 first,	 so	 that	 the	 glory	 of	 the	 house	 of	 David	 and	 the	 glory	 of	 the



inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	shall	not	become	greater	than	that	of	Judah.	8	In	that
day	 the	LORD	will	defend	 the	 inhabitants	of	 Jerusalem;	 the	one	who	 is	 feeble
among	them	in	that	day	shall	be	like	David,	and	the	house	of	David	shall	be	like
God,	like	the	Angel	of	the	LORD	before	them.	9	It	shall	be	in	that	day	that	I	will
seek	to	destroy	all	the	nations	that	come	against	Jerusalem.	10	And	I	will	pour
on	 the	house	of	David	and	on	 the	 inhabitants	of	 Jerusalem	 the	Spirit	of	grace
and	 supplication;	 then	 they	will	 look	on	Me	whom	 they	pierced.	Yes,	 they	will
mourn	 for	 Him	 as	 one	 mourns	 for	 his	 only	 son,	 and	 grieve	 for	 Him	 as	 one
grieves	 for	 a	 firstborn.	 11	 In	 that	 day	 there	 shall	 be	 a	 great	 mourning	 in
Jerusalem,	like	the	mourning	at	Hadad	Rimmon	in	the	plain	of	Megiddo.	12	And
the	land	shall	mourn,	every	family	by	itself:	the	family	of	the	house	of	David	by
itself,	and	their	wives	by	themselves;	the	family	of	the	house	of	Nathan	by	itself,
and	their	wives	by	themselves;	13	the	family	of	 the	house	of	Levi	by	itself,	and
their	 wives	 by	 themselves;	 the	 family	 of	 Shimei	 by	 itself,	 and	 their	 wives	 by
themselves;	14	all	the	families	that	remain,	every	family	by	itself,	and	their	wives
by	themselves.

Future	dominion	of	Israel

God	promises	that	Israel	will	in	the	future	have	dominion	over	her	enemies.

The	LORD	will	particularly	bless	the	land	and	the	nation.	The	harvests	will	be
plentiful.	There	 are	prospects	on	a	 future	 time	of	peace.	This	 time	has	not	yet
come.	This	prophecy	is	 further	worked	out	 in	 the	Psalms	and	in	Revelation	20
that	speaks	of	the	Millennium.

Deuteronomy	33:27	“The	eternal	God	 is	your	refuge,	and	underneath	are	 the
everlasting	 arms;	He	will	 thrust	 out	 the	 enemy	 from	 before	 you,	 and	will	 say,
‘Destroy!’	28	Then	Israel	shall	dwell	in	safety,	the	fountain	of	Jacob	alone,	in	a
land	of	grain	and	new	wine;	His	heavens	shall	also	drop	dew.	29	Happy	are	you,
O	Israel!	Who	is	like	you,	a	people	saved	by	the	LORD,	the	shield	of	your	help
and	the	sword	of	your	majesty!	Your	enemies	shall	submit	to	you,	and	you	shall
tread	down	their	high	places.”

God	 allows	 alien	 peoples	 to	 live	 within	 Israel’s	 borders–to	 be	 within	 Israel’s
control–although	at	first	this	was	not	God’s	intention,	as	Israel	was	supposed	to
oust	all	the	nations	from	the	Promised	Land.	Israel	deviated	from	that,	but	later
God	permitted	it	since	Israel	had	sworn	a	promise	to	spare	the	Gibeonites:

2Samuel	21:1	Now	there	was	a	famine	in	the	days	of	David	for	three	years,	year



after	 year;	 and	David	 inquired	 of	 the	 LORD.	And	 the	 LORD	answered,	 “It	 is
because	of	Saul	and	his	bloodthirsty	house,	because	he	killed	the	Gibeonites.”	2
So	the	king	called	 the	Gibeonites	and	spoke	 to	 them.	Now	the	Gibeonites	were
not	of	the	children	of	Israel,	but	of	the	remnant	of	the	Amorites;	the	children	of
Israel	had	sworn	protection	to	them,	but	Saul	had	sought	to	kill	them	in	his	zeal
for	 the	children	of	Israel	and	Judah.	3	Therefore	David	said	to	 the	Gibeonites,
“What	shall	I	do	for	you?	And	with	what	shall	I	make	atonement,	that	you	may
bless	the	inheritance	of	the	LORD?”	4	And	the	Gibeonites	said	to	him,	“We	will
have	no	silver	or	gold	from	Saul	or	from	his	house,	nor	shall	you	kill	any	man	in
Israel	 for	us.”	So	he	said,	“Whatever	you	say,	 I	will	do	 for	you.”	5	Then	 they
answered	 the	 king,	“As	 for	 the	man	who	 consumed	us	 and	plotted	against	 us,
that	we	should	be	destroyed	from	remaining	in	any	of	the	territories	of	Israel,	6
let	 seven	 men	 of	 his	 descendants	 be	 delivered	 to	 us,	 and	 we	 will	 hang	 them
before	the	LORD	in	Gibeah	of	Saul,	whom	the	LORD	chose.”	And	the	king	said,
“I	will	give	them.”	7	But	the	king	spared	Mephibosheth	the	son	of	Jonathan,	the
son	of	Saul,	because	of	the	LORD’s	oath	that	was	between	them,	between	David
and	Jonathan	the	son	of	Saul.	8	So	the	king	took	Armoni	and	Mephibosheth,	the
two	sons	of	Rizpah	 the	daughter	of	Aiah,	whom	she	bore	 to	Saul;	and	 the	 five
sons	of	Michal	the	daughter	of	Saul,	whom	she	brought	up	for	Adriel	the	son	of
Barzillai	 the	 Meholathite;	 9	 and	 he	 delivered	 them	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 the
Gibeonites,	and	they	hanged	them	on	the	hill	before	the	LORD.	So	they	fell,	all
seven	together,	and	were	put	to	death	in	the	days	of	harvest,	in	the	first	days,	in
the	 beginning	 of	 barley.	 Later,	 in	 the	 time	 of	 the	 kings,	 these	 words	 of	 God,
spoken	by	Moses,	were	repeated	by	the	prophets	of	Israel:

Jeremiah	23:6	 In	His	 days	 Judah	will	 be	 saved,	 and	 Israel	will	 dwell	 safely;
now	 this	 is	 His	 name	 by	 which	 He	 will	 be	 called:	 THE	 LORD	 OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.	( ּונֵקְדִצ 	 הָוהְי )

Also	this	text	uses	the	same	Hebrew	words	(‘YHWH	Tzidkenu’)	for	‘the	LORD,
our	RIGHTEOUSNESS.’

Targum	Jonathan	deciphers	the	last	sentence	of	this	verse	as	follows,	‘And	I	will
beget	David	the	Messiah,	who	is	righteous.’

In	Midrash	Rabbah,	the	question	is	put	forward,	‘What	is	the	name	of	the	King
Messiah?’	to	which	Rabbi	Abba	bar	Kahana	answers,	‘YHWH	is	His	name,	as	it
is	stated:	And	this	 is	His	name,	whereby	he	shall	be	called:	YHWH	Tzidkenu’
(Midrash	Echa,	Chapter	1:51).



Among	 the	 seven	 names	 of	 the	 Messiah,	 Rab	 Huna	 also	 counts	 ‘YHWH
Tzidkenu’,	 with	 reference	 to	 Jeremiah	 23:6	 (Midrash	 Mishle,	 Chapter	 19:2).
Also	 in	Midrash	 Tehillim,	 this	 verse	 is	 applied	 to	 the	Messiah;	we	 read	 here,
‘God	calls	King	Messiah	by	his	name,	as	it	says	in	Jeremiah	23:6	(…)’	(Midrash
Tehillim,	21:2).

In	 the	 same	 way,	 the	 well-known	 12th-century	 exegete	 Rabbi	 David	 Kimchi
explains	this	place	of	the	Messiah:	‘The	name	of	the	Messiah	is	therefore	called
YHWH	Tzidkenu,	because	 in	His	days	 the	 righteousness	of	 the	Lord	will	be	a
continual	support	for	us.’

Rabbi	Joseph	Albo	from	Toledo,	a	well-known	15th-century	scholar,	says,	‘The
Scripture	mentions	the	name	of	the	Messiah	YHWH	Tzidkenu,	because	He	is	the
Mediator	through	Whom	we	will	receive	the	righteousness	of	the	Lord’	(Sepher
Ikkarim,	28:54).

Ezekiel	 34:25	 “I	 will	 make	 a	 covenant	 of	 peace	 with	 them,	 and	 cause	 wild
beasts	 to	cease	 from	the	 land;	and	 they	will	dwell	safely	 in	 the	wilderness	and
sleep	in	the	woods.”



37.	The	covenant	with	God	confirmed
by	Moses
And	Moses	sprinkled	the	blood	on	the	people.	When	Jesus,	 the	Messiah,	stood
before	Pilate,	the	people	called,	‘His	blood	be	on	us	and	on	our	children’:

Matthew	27:24	When	Pilate	saw	that	he	could	not	prevail	at	all,	but	rather	that
a	 tumult	was	rising,	he	 took	water	and	washed	his	hands	before	 the	multitude,
saying,	“I	am	innocent	of	the	blood	of	this	just	Person.	You	see	to	it.”	25	And	all
the	people	answered	and	said,	“His	blood	be	on	us	and	on	our	children.”

The	Lord	God	will	 fulfill	 this	wish/prophecy–though	not	meant	as	such	by	 the
people–in	 a	 glorious	manner,	when	 at	His	 time	 the	 entire	 Israel	 nation	will	 be
saved.	Then,	 through	His	blood,	 they	will	also	be	saved	from	all	 their	 iniquity.
See:

Jeremiah	 31:33	“But	 this	 is	 the	 covenant	 that	 I	 will	 make	 with	 the	 house	 of
Israel	after	 those	days,	 says	 the	LORD:	 I	will	 put	My	 law	 in	 their	minds,	 and
write	it	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will	be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.	34
No	more	shall	every	man	teach	his	neighbor,	and	every	man	his	brother,	saying,
‘Know	 the	 LORD,’	 for	 they	 all	 shall	 know	Me,	 from	 the	 least	 of	 them	 to	 the
greatest	of	them,	says	the	LORD.	For	I	will	forgive	their	iniquity,	and	their	sin	I
will	remember	no	more.”

A	 relatively	 small	 part	 of	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 will	 be	 converted	 earlier	 and	 be
saved	 from	 all	 their	 iniquity.	 This	 happened	 after	 the	 pouring	 out	 of	 the	Holy
Spirit	 on	 the	 first	 Pentecost,	 after	 Peter’s	 sermon.	 Many	 thousands	 of	 people
were	then	converted.	They	saw	the	mighty	acts	of	God	and	the	glory	of	God	in
making	dead	sinners	alive.	However,	the	masses	were	remote	from	it.

In	 the	 Tanakh,	 we	 see	 a	 special	 event	 taking	 place	 at	 the	 conclusion	 of	 the
covenant	 at	 the	 Sinai.	 It	 is	 an	 almost	 parallel	 situation	 with	 that	 on	 the	 first
Pentecost.	Part	of	the	Jewish	nation	may	be	there	to	also	see	the	glory	of	God.	It
even	says,	they	see	God.	But	how	is	this	possible?	Nobody	can	see	God	and	live.
No,	 that’s	 true.	 God	 is	 a	 consuming	 fire,	 and	 therefore	 the	 Jewish	 nation,
watching	from	afar,	saw	the	presence	of	God	as	a	consuming	fire,	in	the	form	of
a	pillar	of	cloud.	Only	Moses,	three	men	and	the	seventy	elders	were	allowed	to
climb	 the	 mountain	 and	 see	 the	 glory	 of	 God	 in	 light	 and	 fire–yes,	 see	 God.



However,	 it	 cannot	 have	 been	 His	 face	 and	 His	 being,	 for	 that	 would	 be
inconsistent	 with	 other	 Bible	 texts.	 See	 John	 1:18,	 1Timothy	 6:16	 and	 1John
4:12.

Exodus	24:6	And	Moses	 took	half	 the	blood	and	put	 it	 in	basins,	and	half	 the
blood	he	 sprinkled	on	 the	altar.	7	Then	he	 took	 the	Book	of	 the	Covenant	and
read	in	the	hearing	of	the	people.	And	they	said,	“All	that	the	LORD	has	said	we
will	 do,	 and	 be	 obedient.”	 8	 And	 Moses	 took	 the	 blood,	 sprinkled	 it	 on	 the
people,	and	said,	“This	is	the	blood	of	the	covenant	which	the	LORD	has	made
with	 you	 according	 to	 all	 these	 words.”	 9	 Then	 Moses	 went	 up,	 also	 Aaron,
Nadab,	and	Abihu,	and	seventy	of	the	elders	of	Israel,	10	and	they	saw	the	God
of	 Israel.	 And	 there	 was	 under	 His	 feet	 as	 it	 were	 a	 paved	 work	 of	 sapphire
stone,	and	it	was	like	the	very	heavens	in	its	clarity	(…)

16	Now	the	glory	of	the	LORD	rested	on	Mount	Sinai,	and	the	cloud	covered	it
six	 days.	 And	 on	 the	 seventh	 day	 He	 called	 to	Moses	 out	 of	 the	 midst	 of	 the
cloud.	17	The	sight	of	 the	glory	of	 the	LORD	was	like	a	consuming	fire	on	the
top	of	the	mountain	in	the	eyes	of	the	children	of	Israel.



38.	Institution	of	Israel’s	sacrifices
Sacrifices	 were	 already	 common	 in	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 history	 of	 mankind.
According	to	the	Bible,	Cain	and	Abel	were	the	first	people	to	sacrifice	to	God.
Possibly,	Adam	also	made	sacrifices	to	the	LORD,	but	there	is	no	mention	of	it
in	 the	 Bible.	 Neither	 does	 the	 Bible	 state	 how	 Abel	 and	 Cain	 got	 around	 to
bringing	 sacrifices	 to	 God.	 Did	 God	 signal	 to	 mankind	 that	 He	 appreciates
sacrifices?	We	do	not	know.	Or	did	the	LORD	already	indicate	to	mankind	that
forgiveness	 is	 not	 possible	 without	 the	 shedding	 of	 blood?	 Man	 had	 been
expelled	from	paradise	because	of	the	sin	Adam	and	Eve	had	committed.	From
that	 sinful	 and	 guilty	 position,	 it	 is	 conceivable	 that	man	wanted	 to	 propitiate
God	 by	 way	 of	 gifts	 and	 sacrifices,	 or	 that	 man	 wanted	 to	 give	 gifts	 out	 of
thankfulness	for	everything	God	had	given	and	left	them	with.	God’s	acceptance
of	Abel’s	sacrifice	shows	that	He	appreciates	a	sacrifice	in	which	blood	is	shed,
more	than	a	sacrifice	without	blood	shedding.	However,	from	this	story	it	cannot
be	deduced	for	certain.

After	Noah	and	his	family	had	been	saved	from	the	flood,	Noah	brought	God	a
thank-offering	and	burnt	offering	of	animals.	After	 the	LORD	had	smelled	 the
sweet-smelling	aroma	of	Noah’s	burnt	offerings,	He	said	in	His	heart	He	would
not	ever	curse	 the	earth	again	because	of	 the	 thoughts	of	man–as	 they	are	bad
from	their	youth	on.

God	Himself	 ordered	Abraham	 to	 bring	Him	 a	 sacrifice:	Abraham’s	 only	 son.
After	Abraham	had	shown	his	preparedness	 to	bring	 this	sacrifice,	God	said	 to
Abraham	that	He	Himself	would	provide	in	a	sacrifice.	He	gave	Abraham	a	ram;
symbolically	 however,	 this	 ram	 pointed	 to	 the	 sacrifice	 of	 His	 own	 Son	 at
Calvary.

After	 Abraham	 all	 the	 sacrifices	 made	 by	 Israel	 symbolically	 relate	 to	 the
sacrifice	of	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God.	As	long	as	this	sacrifice	had	not	been
made,	 Israel	had	 to	bring	continual	sacrifices	 for	and	 in	all	kinds	of	situations.
But	all	sacrifices	pointed	to	the	sacrifice	of	the	Messiah.

Building	the	ark	and	tabernacle	of	the	covenant

God	ordered	Moses	to	build	the	tabernacle	and	the	ark.	This	was	the	beginning
of	 Israel’s	 sacrifices	which	 lasted	until	 the	destruction	of	 the	 temple	 in	70	AD
(Exodus	25-39).



Exodus	25:8	“And	let	them	make	Me	a	sanctuary,	that	I	may	dwell	among	them.
9	According	to	all	that	I	show	you,	that	is,	the	pattern	of	the	tabernacle	and	the
pattern	of	all	its	furnishings,	just	so	you	shall	make	it.	10	And	they	shall	make	an
ark	of	acacia	wood;	two	and	a	half	cubits	shall	be	its	length,	a	cubit	and	a	half
its	width,	and	a	cubit	and	a	half	its	height.	11	And	you	shall	overlay	it	with	pure
gold,	inside	and	out	you	shall	overlay	it,	and	shall	make	on	it	a	molding	of	gold
all	around.	12	You	shall	cast	 four	rings	of	gold	 for	 it,	and	put	 them	in	 its	 four
corners;	two	rings	shall	be	on	one	side,	and	two	rings	on	the	other	side.	13	And
you	shall	make	poles	of	acacia	wood,	and	overlay	them	with	gold.	14	You	shall
put	the	poles	into	the	rings	on	the	sides	of	the	ark,	that	the	ark	may	be	carried	by
them.	15	The	poles	shall	be	in	the	rings	of	the	ark;	they	shall	not	be	taken	from
it.	16	And	you	shall	put	into	the	ark	the	Testimony	which	I	will	give	you.	17	You
shall	make	a	mercy	seat	of	pure	gold;	 two	and	a	half	cubits	shall	be	 its	 length
and	a	cubit	and	a	half	its	width.	18	And	you	shall	make	two	cherubim	of	gold;	of
hammered	work	you	shall	make	them	at	the	two	ends	of	the	mercy	seat.	19	Make
one	cherub	at	one	end,	and	the	other	cherub	at	the	other	end;	you	shall	make	the
cherubim	 at	 the	 two	 ends	 of	 it	 of	 one	 piece	 with	 the	 mercy	 seat.	 20	 And	 the
cherubim	shall	stretch	out	their	wings	above,	covering	the	mercy	seat	with	their
wings,	and	they	shall	face	one	another;	the	faces	of	the	cherubim	shall	be	toward
the	mercy	seat.	21	You	shall	put	the	mercy	seat	on	top	of	the	ark,	and	in	the	ark
you	shall	put	 the	Testimony	 that	 I	will	give	you.	22	And	 there	 I	will	meet	with
you,	and	I	will	speak	with	you	from	above	the	mercy	seat,	from	between	the	two
cherubim	which	are	on	 the	ark	of	 the	Testimony,	about	everything	which	I	will
give	you	in	commandment	to	the	children	of	Israel.”

Deuteronomy	10:1	“At	 that	 time	the	LORD	said	 to	me,	‘Hew	for	yourself	 two
tablets	 of	 stone	 like	 the	 first,	 and	 come	 up	 to	Me	 on	 the	 mountain	 and	make
yourself	an	ark	of	wood.	2	And	I	will	write	on	the	tablets	the	words	that	were	on
the	first	tablets,	which	you	broke;	and	you	shall	put	them	in	the	ark.’	3	So	I	made
an	ark	of	acacia	wood,	hewed	two	tablets	of	stone	like	the	first,	and	went	up	the
mountain,	 having	 the	 two	 tablets	 in	 my	 hand.	 4	 And	 He	 wrote	 on	 the	 tablets
according	 to	 the	 first	 writing,	 the	 Ten	 Commandments,	 which	 the	 LORD	 had
spoken	 to	 you	 in	 the	 mountain	 from	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 fire	 in	 the	 day	 of	 the
assembly;	and	the	LORD	gave	them	to	me.	5	Then	I	turned	and	came	down	from
the	mountain,	and	put	 the	 tablets	 in	 the	ark	which	 I	had	made;	and	 there	 they
are,	just	as	the	LORD	commanded	me.”

God	ordered	Moses	to	make	the	tabernacle.	The	tabernacle	is	a	tent	in	which	the



ark	of	the	covenant	was	to	be	placed.	In	this	way,	God	dwelt	among	His	people.
The	 ark	 is	 the	 appointed	 meeting	 place	 of	 God’s	 sanctuary	 (Psalm	 28:2).
Together	with	the	mercy	seat,	 it	 is	also	the	place	where	man	is	reconciled	with
God.	 For	 this	 reason,	 the	 ark	 is	 the	 symbol	 of	 the	 atonement	 by	 the
Messiah/Christ	(Hebrews	9:12,15).

Once	the	people	had	gained	possession	of	the	land	of	Canaan,	the	tabernacle	was
replaced	by	 the	 temple.	The	 first	 temple	was	built	by	king	Solomon.	Then	 the
ark	of	 the	covenant	was	placed	 in	 the	 temple,	and	 the	glory	of	 the	LORD	was
above	the	ark.	If	the	ark	disappears	from	the	temple,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	also
disappears.	During	 the	Babylonian	 rule,	 the	 temple	of	Solomon	was	destroyed
and	the	ark	stolen	and	carried	off	to	Babel.	Nowhere	in	the	Bible	do	we	read	that
the	ark	returned	in	the	temple	that	was	rebuilt	later.

Exodus	26:1	“Moreover	you	shall	make	the	tabernacle	with	ten	curtains	of	fine
woven	 linen	 and	 blue,	 purple,	 and	 scarlet	 thread;	 with	 artistic	 designs	 of
cherubim	you	shall	weave	them.”

Institution	and	precepts	regarding	sacrifices

The	various	sacrifices	instituted	by	God	point	to	the	work	of	Jesus	the	Messiah,
the	 God-given	 Sacrificial	 Lamb.	 The	 Messiah	 is	 not	 only	 the	 God-given
Sacrificial	Lamb,	He	 is	 also	 the	God-given,	perfect	High	Priest.	The	author	of
the	Letter	to	the	Hebrews	expresses	this	clearly:

Hebrews	7:26	For	such	a	High	Priest	was	fitting	for	us,	who	is	holy,	harmless,
undefiled,	separate	 from	sinners,	and	has	become	higher	 than	 the	heavens;	27
who	does	not	need	daily,	as	those	high	priests,	to	offer	up	sacrifices,	first	for	His
own	sins	and	then	for	the	people’s,	for	this	He	did	once	for	all	when	He	offered
up	Himself.	28	For	the	law	appoints	as	high	priests	men	who	have	weakness,	but
the	word	of	the	oath,	which	came	after	the	law,	appoints	the	Son	who	has	been
perfected	forever.

The	burnt	offering–and	the	food	offering–a	sweet-smelling	aroma

Leviticus	2:1	 ‘When	anyone	offers	 a	 grain	offering	 to	 the	LORD,	his	 offering
shall	be	of	fine	flour.	And	he	shall	pour	oil	on	it,	and	put	frankincense	on	it.	2	He
shall	 bring	 it	 to	 Aaron’s	 sons,	 the	 priests,	 one	 of	 whom	 shall	 take	 from	 it	 his
handful	of	fine	flour	and	oil	with	all	the	frankincense.	And	the	priest	shall	burn	it
as	 a	 memorial	 on	 the	 altar,	 an	 offering	 made	 by	 fire,	 a	 sweet	 aroma	 to	 the
LORD.’



John	17:4	“I	have	glorified	You	on	the	earth.	I	have	finished	the	work	which	You
have	given	Me	 to	do.	5	And	now,	O	Father,	glorify	Me	 together	with	Yourself,
with	the	glory	which	I	had	with	You	before	the	world	was.”

The	burnt	offering–a	voluntary	offering

Leviticus	 7:16	 ‘But	 if	 the	 sacrifice	 of	 his	 offering	 is	 a	 vow	 or	 a	 voluntary
offering,	 it	 shall	be	eaten	 the	 same	day	 that	he	offers	his	 sacrifice;	but	on	 the
next	day	the	remainder	of	it	also	may	be	eaten.’

John	10:17	“Therefore	My	Father	loves	Me,	because	I	lay	down	My	life	that	I
may	take	it	again.	18	No	one	takes	it	from	Me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	Myself.	I	have
power	to	lay	it	down,	and	I	have	power	to	take	it	again.	This	command	I	have
received	from	My	Father.”

The	burnt	offering–a	perfect	offering

Numbers	28:3	“And	 you	 shall	 say	 to	 them,	 ‘This	 is	 the	 offering	made	by	 fire
which	you	shall	offer	 to	 the	LORD:	 two	male	 lambs	 in	 their	 first	 year	without
blemish,	day	by	day,	as	a	regular	burnt	offering.”

1Peter	1:18	knowing	 that	 you	were	not	 redeemed	with	 corruptible	 things,	 like
silver	or	gold,	from	your	aimless	conduct	received	by	tradition	from	your	fathers,
19	 but	 with	 the	 precious	 blood	 of	 Christ,	 as	 of	 a	 lamb	 without	 blemish	 and
without	spot.

The	peace	offering	and	the	sacrifice	of	thanksgiving

Leviticus	7:12	 ‘If	 he	 offers	 it	 for	 a	 thanksgiving,	 then	 he	 shall	 offer,	with	 the
sacrifice	 of	 thanksgiving,	 unleavened	 cakes	mixed	with	 oil,	 unleavened	wafers
anointed	with	oil,	or	cakes	of	blended	flour	mixed	with	oil.	13	Besides	the	cakes,
as	his	offering	he	shall	offer	leavened	bread	with	the	sacrifice	of	thanksgiving	of
his	peace	offering.’

Hebrews	13:15	Therefore	by	Him	let	us	continually	offer	the	sacrifice	of	praise
to	God,	that	is,	the	fruit	of	our	lips,	giving	thanks	to	His	name.

1Peter	2:5	you	also,	as	living	stones,	are	being	built	up	a	spiritual	house,	a	holy
priesthood,	 to	 offer	 up	 spiritual	 sacrifices	 acceptable	 to	 God	 through	 Jesus
Christ.

The	sin	offering	and	the	trespass	offering

Leviticus	4:3	‘if	 the	anointed	priest	sins,	bringing	guilt	on	 the	people,	 then	 let



him	 offer	 to	 the	 LORD	 for	 his	 sin	 which	 he	 has	 sinned	 a	 young	 bull	 without
blemish	as	a	sin	offering.’

Hebrews	7:26	For	such	a	High	Priest	was	fitting	for	us,	who	is	holy,	harmless,
undefiled,	 separate	 from	sinners,	and	has	become	higher	 than	 the	heavens;	27
who	does	not	need	daily,	as	those	high	priests,	to	offer	up	sacrifices,	first	for	His
own	sins	and	then	for	the	people’s,	for	this	He	did	once	for	all	when	He	offered
up	Himself.

The	day	of	atonement

Leviticus	16:15	“Then	he	shall	kill	the	goat	of	the	sin	offering,	which	is	for	the
people,	bring	its	blood	inside	the	veil,	do	with	that	blood	as	he	did	with	the	blood
of	the	bull,	and	sprinkle	it	on	the	mercy	seat	and	before	the	mercy	seat.”

Hebrews	9:12	Not	with	the	blood	of	goats	and	calves,	but	with	His	own	blood
He	 entered	 the	 Most	 Holy	 Place	 once	 for	 all,	 having	 obtained	 eternal
redemption.

Hebrews	10:10	By	that	will	we	have	been	sanctified	through	the	offering	of	the
body	of	Jesus	Christ	once	for	all	(…)	14	For	by	one	offering	He	has	perfected
forever	those	who	are	being	sanctified.

The	sacrifice	of	the	red	heifer

Numbers	19:9	‘Then	a	man	who	is	clean	shall	gather	up	the	ashes	of	the	heifer,
and	store	them	outside	the	camp	in	a	clean	place;	and	they	shall	be	kept	for	the
congregation	 of	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 for	 the	 water	 of	 purification;	 it	 is	 for
purifying	from	sin.

Hebrews	 9:13	For	 if	 the	 blood	 of	 bulls	 and	 goats	 and	 the	 ashes	 of	 a	 heifer,
sprinkling	 the	 unclean,	 sanctifies	 for	 the	 purifying	 of	 the	 flesh,	 14	 how	much
more	 shall	 the	blood	of	Christ,	who	 through	 the	 eternal	 Spirit	 offered	Himself
without	spot	to	God,	cleanse	your	conscience	from	dead	works	to	serve	the	living
God?



39.	Institution	of	Israel’s	feasts
Three	times	a	year	all	the	men	in	Israel	had	to	gather	to	observe	appointed	feasts.
But	 they	may	not	 come	empty-handed.	They	must	 thank	 the	LORD	and	bring
sacrifices	 in	 relation	 to	and	according	 to	 the	blessings	 the	LORD	has	given	 to
them:

Deuteronomy	16:16	“Three	times	a	year	all	your	males	shall	appear	before	the
LORD	 your	 God	 in	 the	 place	 which	 He	 chooses:	 at	 the	 Feast	 of	 Unleavened
Bread,	at	the	Feast	of	Weeks,	and	at	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles;	and	they	shall	not
appear	before	the	LORD	empty-handed.	17	Every	man	shall	give	as	he	is	able,
according	to	the	blessing	of	the	LORD	your	God	which	He	has	given	you.”

39.1	The	feast	of	unleavened	bread–Pesach

Seven	days	long,	seven	sabbaths

The	 paschal	 lamb	was	 slaughtered.	 It	 is	 a	 feast	 to	 commemorate	 the	 fact	 that
Israel	 was	 saved	 through	 God’s	 mighty	 and	 powerful	 hand.	When	 during	 the
night	before	the	exodus	from	slavery	the	LORD	killed	the	firstborn	of	Egypt,	the
Israelites	had	to	spread	the	blood	of	a	lamb	on	the	doorposts–this	in	order	to	save
them	from	the	Angel	of	Death.	The	blood	of	 the	sacrificial	 lamb	was	a	 tool	 in
God’s	 hand	 to	 protect	 the	 people	 of	 Israel.	 The	 paschal	 lamb	 points	 to	 the
Messiah	 Jesus,	 the	God-given	 sacrificial	 lamb	 for	 the	atonement	of	 the	 sins	of
the	entire	world.	He	is	 the	God-given	Paschal	Lamb	to	save	the	Jewish	nation,
and	the	other	nations,	from	the	house	of	bondage,	the	slavery	and	the	power	of
sin.

It	 is	 also	 the	 feast	 of	 the	 firstfruits	 of	 the	 barley	 harvest.	The	 firstfruits	 of	 the
barley	harvest	point	to	the	resurrection	of	the	Paschal	Lamb,	the	Messiah	Jesus,
from	 the	 dead.	He	 is	 the	God-given	Bread	 from	 heaven.	He	 is	 the	 first	 to	 be
raised	(1Corinthians	15:23),	and	all	who	believe	in	Him	will	one	day	rise	from
the	grave	to	live	with	Him	for	all	eternity.

In	 the	 books	 of	 Exodus	 and	 Leviticus,	 the	 LORD	 provided,	 through	 Moses,
precepts	regarding	the	keeping	of	the	Passover:

Exodus	12:3	“Speak	to	all	the	congregation	of	Israel,	saying:	‘On	the	tenth	day
of	this	month	every	man	shall	take	for	himself	a	lamb,	according	to	the	house	of
his	 father,	a	 lamb	 for	a	household.	4	And	 if	 the	household	 is	 too	small	 for	 the



lamb,	let	him	and	his	neighbor	next	to	his	house	take	it	according	to	the	number
of	the	persons;	according	to	each	man’s	need	you	shall	make	your	count	for	the
lamb.	5	Your	 lamb	 shall	 be	without	blemish,	a	male	of	 the	 first	 year.	You	may
take	 it	 from	 the	 sheep	 or	 from	 the	 goats.	 6	 Now	 you	 shall	 keep	 it	 until	 the
fourteenth	day	of	the	same	month.	Then	the	whole	assembly	of	the	congregation
of	Israel	shall	kill	it	at	twilight.	7	And	they	shall	take	some	of	the	blood	and	put
it	on	the	two	doorposts	and	on	the	lintel	of	the	houses	where	they	eat	it.	8	Then
they	shall	eat	the	flesh	on	that	night;	roasted	in	fire,	with	unleavened	bread	and
with	 bitter	 herbs	 they	 shall	 eat	 it.	 9	Do	 not	 eat	 it	 raw,	 nor	 boiled	 at	 all	 with
water,	but	roasted	in	fire–its	head	with	its	legs	and	its	entrails.	10	You	shall	let
none	of	it	remain	until	morning,	and	what	remains	of	it	until	morning	you	shall
burn	 with	 fire.	 11	 And	 thus	 you	 shall	 eat	 it:	 with	 a	 belt	 on	 your	 waist,	 your
sandals	on	your	feet,	and	your	staff	in	your	hand.	So	you	shall	eat	it	in	haste.	It
is	the	LORD’s	Passover.’”

See	also	Exodus	34:18;	Leviticus	23:6,	10-15.

The	prophet	Isaiah	speaks	in	Chapter	53	about	the	Sacrificial	Lamb,	to	be	given
by	God:

Isaiah	 53:7	He	 was	 oppressed	 and	 He	 was	 afflicted,	 yet	 He	 opened	 not	 His
mouth;	He	was	led	as	a	lamb	to	the	slaughter,	and	as	a	sheep	before	its	shearers
is	silent,	so	He	opened	not	His	mouth.

In	the	NT,	we	can	read	how	the	God-given	Sacrificial	Lamb	is	crucified–but	also
that	He	rose	from	the	dead,	ascended	into	heaven,	and	now	sits	at	the	right	hand
of	God,	His	Father.

Jesus,	the	Lamb	of	God.

John	1:29	The	next	day	John	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him,	and	said,	“Behold!
The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!”

1Peter	1:18	knowing	 that	 you	were	not	 redeemed	with	 corruptible	 things,	 like
silver	or	gold,	from	your	aimless	conduct	received	by	tradition	from	your	fathers,
19	 but	 with	 the	 precious	 blood	 of	 Christ,	 as	 of	 a	 lamb	 without	 blemish	 and
without	spot.	20	He	indeed	was	foreordained	before	the	foundation	of	the	world,
but	was	manifest	in	these	last	times	for	you.

Revelation	5:11	Then	I	looked,	and	I	heard	the	voice	of	many	angels	around	the
throne,	 the	 living	 creatures,	 and	 the	 elders;	 and	 the	 number	 of	 them	 was	 ten



thousand	times	ten	thousand,	and	thousands	of	thousands,	12	saying	with	a	loud
voice:	 “Worthy	 is	 the	 Lamb	 who	 was	 slain	 to	 receive	 power	 and	 riches	 and
wisdom,	and	strength	and	honor	and	glory	and	blessing!”	13	And	every	creature
which	is	in	heaven	and	on	the	earth	and	under	the	earth	and	such	as	are	in	the
sea,	and	all	that	are	in	them,	I	heard	saying:	“Blessing	and	honor	and	glory	and
power	be	to	Him	who	sits	on	the	throne,	and	to	the	Lamb,	forever	and	ever!”

See	also	Revelation	7:9,10,17;	Revelation	14:1,4,10;	Revelation	17:14.

Revelation	21:22	But	I	saw	no	temple	in	it,	for	the	Lord	God	Almighty	and	the
Lamb	are	its	temple.	23	The	city	had	no	need	of	the	sun	or	of	the	moon	to	shine
in	it,	for	the	glory	of	God	illuminated	it.	The	Lamb	is	its	light.

39.2	The	Feast	of	Weeks,	Shavuot

Fifty	 days	 after	 Passover,	 the	 Feast	 of	 Weeks	 is	 held.	 It	 is	 the	 feast	 of	 the
gathering	of	the	firstfruits	of	the	barley	harvest.	At	the	time,	many	Jews	from	all
parts	of	 the	world	went	to	Jerusalem	to	celebrate	this	feast	and	bring	thanks	to
the	 LORD	 in	 the	 temple	 for	 all	 the	 blessings	 they	 had	 received	 in	 the	 past
season.

In	the	NT,	this	feast	points	to	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit	on	the	first	day	of
the	Feast	of	Weeks	(Acts	2),	as	prophesied	by	the	prophet	Joel.	On	this	day,	the
first	harvest	came	in	from	the	Gospel	word	the	apostles	sowed	that	day.	It	was
followed	by	a	rich	harvest	all	over	the	world.	Since	many	Jews	from	all	parts	of
the	world	were	present	at	the	Feast	of	Weeks,	this	event	was	shortly	after	known
in	the	entire	world.

Leviticus	 23:15	 ‘And	 you	 shall	 count	 for	 yourselves	 from	 the	 day	 after	 the
Sabbath,	 from	 the	 day	 that	 you	 brought	 the	 sheaf	 of	 the	wave	 offering:	 seven
Sabbaths	 shall	 be	 completed.	 16	Count	 fifty	 days	 to	 the	 day	 after	 the	 seventh
Sabbath;	 then	you	 shall	offer	a	new	grain	offering	 to	 the	LORD.	17	You	 shall
bring	from	your	dwellings	two	wave	loaves	of	two-tenths	of	an	ephah.	They	shall
be	of	 fine	 flour;	 they	shall	be	baked	with	 leaven.	They	are	 the	 firstfruits	 to	 the
LORD.	 18	 And	 you	 shall	 offer	 with	 the	 bread	 seven	 lambs	 of	 the	 first	 year,
without	blemish,	one	young	bull,	and	two	rams.	They	shall	be	as	a	burnt	offering
to	 the	 LORD,	 with	 their	 grain	 offering	 and	 their	 drink	 offerings,	 an	 offering
made	by	fire	for	a	sweet	aroma	to	the	LORD.	19	Then	you	shall	sacrifice	one	kid
of	the	goats	as	a	sin	offering,	and	two	male	lambs	of	the	first	year	as	a	sacrifice
of	a	peace	offering.	20	The	priest	shall	wave	them	with	the	bread	of	the	firstfruits



as	a	wave	offering	before	the	LORD,	with	the	two	lambs.	They	shall	be	holy	to
the	LORD	for	the	priest.’

Acts	 2:1	When	 the	 Day	 of	 Pentecost	 had	 fully	 come,	 they	 were	 all	 with	 one
accord	 in	one	place.	2	And	suddenly	 there	came	a	sound	 from	heaven,	as	of	a
rushing	mighty	 wind,	 and	 it	 filled	 the	 whole	 house	 where	 they	 were	 sitting.	 3
Then	there	appeared	to	them	divided	tongues,	as	of	fire,	and	one	sat	upon	each
of	them.	4	And	they	were	all	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	with
other	 tongues,	as	 the	Spirit	gave	 them	utterance.	 (…)	32	“This	Jesus	God	has
raised	up,	of	which	we	are	all	witnesses.	33	Therefore	being	exalted	to	the	right
hand	of	God,	and	having	received	from	the	Father	the	promise	of	the	Holy	Spirit,
He	poured	out	this	which	you	now	see	and	hear.”

Hebrews	10:15	But	 the	Holy	Spirit	also	witnesses	 to	us;	 for	after	He	had	said
before,	16	“This	is	the	covenant	that	I	will	make	with	them	after	those	days,	says
the	LORD:	I	will	put	My	laws	into	their	hearts,	and	in	their	minds	I	will	write
them,”	17	then	He	adds,	“Their	sins	and	their	lawless	deeds	I	will	remember	no
more.”

39.3	The	Feast	of	Tabernacles

The	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles	 is	 a	 feast	 to	 commemorate	 the	 exodus	 from	 Egypt,
when	Israel	had	to	live	in	tents	in	the	wilderness.	With	this	feast,	the	people	of
Israel	 also	 commemorate	 the	 liberation	 from	 Egypt.	 It	 is	 a	 feast	 with	 peace
offerings,	food	offerings	and	drink	offerings.	It	is	a	feast	that	the	Israelites	have
to	celebrate	for	all	eternity.

Prophetically,	 the	 feast	 also	 points	 to	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Millennium	 when	 the
Gentiles	will	move	 to	Jerusalem	to	worship	 the	King,	 the	Messiah	Jesus,	 from
year	 to	year,	 and	 to	 celebrate	 the	Feast	 of	Tabernacles.	The	prophet	Zechariah
foretold	this	in	Chapter	14.

During	 the	 time	 of	 His	 presence	 on	 earth,	 on	 the	 eighth	 day	 of	 the	 Feast	 of
Tabernacles	the	Lord	Jesus	pointed	to	the	well,	the	fountain	of	water	which	He
Himself	is.	When	on	the	eighth	day	the	priest	drew	water	from	the	well	Siloam,
the	prophet	 Isaiah	also	 spoke	about	 that	 in	Chapter	12:33:	 ‘Therefore	with	 joy
you	will	draw	water	from	the	wells	of	salvation.’	The	Messiah	Jesus	Himself	is
that	 eternal	well	 of	 salvation.	He	who	 drinks	water	 from	 this	well,	will	 never
thirst	anymore	(John	4:14).	He	who	drinks	from	this	Well,	can	also	celebrate	the
Feast	 of	Tabernacles–to	 remember	 that	 Jesus	 saved	him/her	 from	 the	house	of



bondage,	 the	 slavery	 of	 sin.	 It	 is	 also	 to	 remember	 that	 those	who	 have	 been
saved,	will	not	have	an	eternal	city	on	earth,	but	will	have	a	building	from	God,
eternal	in	the	heavens:

2Corinthians	5:1	For	we	know	that	if	our	earthly	house,	this	tent,	is	destroyed,
we	 have	 a	 building	 from	 God,	 a	 house	 not	 made	 with	 hands,	 eternal	 in	 the
heavens.

Leviticus	 23:33	 Then	 the	 LORD	 spoke	 to	 Moses,	 saying,	 34	 “Speak	 to	 the
children	of	 Israel,	saying:	‘The	 fifteenth	day	of	 this	seventh	month	shall	be	 the
Feast	of	Tabernacles	for	seven	days	to	the	LORD.	35	On	the	first	day	there	shall
be	a	holy	convocation.	You	shall	do	no	customary	work	on	it.	36	For	seven	days
you	 shall	 offer	 an	 offering	made	 by	 fire	 to	 the	 LORD.	On	 the	 eighth	 day	 you
shall	have	a	holy	convocation,	and	you	shall	offer	an	offering	made	by	fire	to	the
LORD.	 It	 is	a	 sacred	assembly,	and	you	 shall	do	no	customary	work	on	 it.	 37
These	 are	 the	 feasts	 of	 the	 LORD	 which	 you	 shall	 proclaim	 to	 be	 holy
convocations,	 to	 offer	 an	 offering	made	 by	 fire	 to	 the	LORD,	 a	 burnt	 offering
and	a	grain	offering,	a	sacrifice	and	drink	offerings,	everything	on	its	day–	38
besides	the	Sabbaths	of	the	LORD,	besides	your	gifts,	besides	all	your	vows,	and
besides	all	your	freewill	offerings	which	you	give	to	the	LORD.	39	Also	on	the
fifteenth	 day	 of	 the	 seventh	month,	when	 you	 have	 gathered	 in	 the	 fruit	 of	 the
land,	you	shall	keep	the	feast	of	the	LORD	for	seven	days;	on	the	first	day	there
shall	be	a	sabbath-rest,	and	on	the	eighth	day	a	sabbath-rest.	40	And	you	shall
take	for	yourselves	on	the	first	day	the	fruit	of	beautiful	trees,	branches	of	palm
trees,	the	boughs	of	leafy	trees,	and	willows	of	the	brook;	and	you	shall	rejoice
before	the	LORD	your	God	for	seven	days.	41	You	shall	keep	it	as	a	feast	to	the
LORD	 for	 seven	 days	 in	 the	 year.	 It	 shall	 be	 a	 statute	 forever	 in	 your
generations.	You	 shall	 celebrate	 it	 in	 the	 seventh	month.	42	You	 shall	dwell	 in
booths	for	seven	days.	All	who	are	native	Israelites	shall	dwell	in	booths,	43	that
your	generations	may	 know	 that	 I	made	 the	 children	of	 Israel	 dwell	 in	 booths
when	I	brought	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt:	I	am	the	LORD	your	God.’”

Zechariah	14:16	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	 that	everyone	who	is	 left	of	all	 the
nations	which	came	against	Jerusalem	shall	go	up	from	year	to	year	to	worship
the	King,	 the	LORD	of	hosts,	 and	 to	 keep	 the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	 17	And	 it
shall	be	that	whichever	of	the	families	of	the	earth	do	not	come	up	to	Jerusalem
to	worship	the	King,	the	LORD	of	hosts,	on	them	there	will	be	no	rain.

John	7:37	On	the	last	day,	that	great	day	of	the	feast,	Jesus	stood	and	cried	out,



saying,	“If	anyone	thirsts,	let	him	come	to	Me	and	drink.	38	He	who	believes	in
Me,	as	the	Scripture	has	said,	out	of	his	heart	will	flow	rivers	of	living	water.”

Revelation	21:6	And	He	said	to	me,	“It	is	done!	I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,
the	Beginning	and	the	End.	I	will	give	of	the	fountain	of	the	water	of	life	freely
to	him	who	thirsts.”

Hebrews	11:9	By	faith	he	dwelt	in	the	land	of	promise	as	in	a	foreign	country,
dwelling	in	tents	with	Isaac	and	Jacob,	the	heirs	with	him	of	the	same	promise;
10	for	he	waited	for	the	city	which	has	foundations,	whose	builder	and	maker	is
God.

For	Israel,	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	was/is	the	happiest	feast	of	all	the	feasts.	At
the	time	of	Jesus,	every	day	the	people	would	go	around	the	altar	once,	singing
‘Hosanna.’	In	their	hands,	they	would	be	carrying	myrtle	and	palm	branches	as
signs	of	victory,	as	well	as	willow	branches	as	a	sign	of	chastity/purity,	and	they
would	bend	the	branches	towards	the	altar.

When	 the	 saints	 are	 presented	 to	 Jesus	 Messiah,	 as	 pure	 virgins	 and	 as
conquerors,	 with	 palm	 branches	 in	 their	 hands,	 they	 will	 go	 around	 the	 altar
forever	happy,	singing	hosannas	and	halleluiahs	and	bowing	their	palm	branches
towards	 the	 altar–thanking	 the	 Lamb	 that	 has	 been	 slaughtered	 and	 has	 saved
them	through	His	blood.	This	corresponds	with	the	vision	the	apostle	John	had:

Revelation	7:9	After	these	things	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	great	multitude	which
no	 one	 could	 number,	 of	 all	 nations,	 tribes,	 peoples,	 and	 tongues,	 standing
before	 the	 throne	 and	 before	 the	 Lamb,	 clothed	 with	 white	 robes,	 with	 palm
branches	in	their	hands,	10	and	crying	out	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“Salvation
belongs	to	our	God	who	sits	on	the	throne,	and	to	the	Lamb!”



40.	Forty	years	in	the	wilderness
After	the	exodus	from	Egypt,	the	people	were	led	by	way	of	the	pillar	of	cloud
and	the	pillar	of	fire	above	them,	by	the	Angel	of	God	and	by	Moses	and	Aaron.
They	were	 fed	by	bread	from	heaven,	 the	 ‘mannah’,	and	by	 the	meat	of	quail,
that	the	LORD	caused	to	descend	upon	them.

Because	 of	 unbelief,	 the	 people	 that	were	 born	 in	Egypt,	were	 not	 allowed	 to
enter	 the	Promised	Land.	They	had	 to	wander	 through	 the	wilderness	 for	 forty
years,	where	 they	would	die.	This	unbelief	was	manifested	at	 the	moment	 that
the	spies	returned	from	the	land	of	Canaan.	Twelve	men	had	been	sent	out,	one
from	every	tribe.	Upon	their	return	from	Canaan,	 ten	of	 them	presented	Moses
with	 negative	 advice:	 Don’t	march	 into	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan,	 for	 it	 is	 a	 strong
nation.	Only	 Joshua	 and	Caleb	 said	 they	would	move,	 since	 the	LORD	would
hand	 it	 to	 them.	However,	 at	 that	moment,	 the	 entire	 nation	of	 Israel	 chose	 in
favor	of	the	advice	given	by	the	ten	men,	and	did	not	want	to	move	into	the	land.

This	was	the	sin	of	unbelief.	The	LORD	had	said	they	should	march	into	it	and
that	He	would	place	those	nations	in	their	hands.	As	a	punishment,	they	were	not
allowed	to	enter	the	land.	However,	Joshua	and	Caleb	were	allowed.	As	a	special
statement,	it	is	said	of	Caleb	that	he	had	another	Spirit.	He	was	led	by	the	Holy
Spirit!

Joshua	5:4	And	this	is	the	reason	why	Joshua	circumcised	them:	All	the	people
who	 came	 out	 of	 Egypt	 who	 were	males,	 all	 the	 men	 of	 war,	 had	 died	 in	 the
wilderness	on	 the	way,	after	 they	had	come	out	of	Egypt.	5	For	all	 the	people
who	came	out	had	been	circumcised,	but	all	 the	people	born	in	the	wilderness,
on	 the	 way	 as	 they	 came	 out	 of	 Egypt,	 had	 not	 been	 circumcised.	 6	 For	 the
children	 of	 Israel	walked	 forty	 years	 in	 the	wilderness,	 till	 all	 the	 people	who
were	men	of	war,	who	came	out	of	Egypt,	were	consumed,	because	they	did	not
obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD–to	whom	the	LORD	swore	that	He	would	not	show
them	the	land	which	the	LORD	had	sworn	to	their	fathers	that	He	would	give	us,
“a	 land	 flowing	with	milk	 and	 honey.”	 7	 Then	 Joshua	 circumcised	 their	 sons
whom	He	 raised	 up	 in	 their	 place;	 for	 they	were	 uncircumcised,	 because	 they
had	not	been	circumcised	on	the	way.

Hebrews	3:16	For	who,	having	heard,	rebelled?	Indeed,	was	it	not	all	who	came
out	of	Egypt,	led	by	Moses?	17	Now	with	whom	was	He	angry	forty	years?	Was
it	 not	with	 those	who	 sinned,	whose	 corpses	 fell	 in	 the	wilderness?	 18	And	 to



whom	did	He	swear	that	they	would	not	enter	His	rest,	but	to	those	who	did	not
obey?	19	So	we	see	that	they	could	not	enter	in	because	of	unbelief.

So	we	see	that	they	could	not	enter	the	land	because	of	their	unbelief.	Moses	was
not	 allowed	 to	 enter	 the	 Promised	 Land	 either,	 because	 of	 his	 sin	 in	 the
wilderness.	(God	had	allowed	him	to	hit	the	rock	once	with	his	staff	to	get	water
for	the	people.	The	second	time	God	ordered	him	to	speak	to	the	rock,	not	to	hit
it.	However,	Moses	was	angry	and	did	hit	 the	 rock.	That	was	his	sin,	and	as	a
punishment	 he	 was	 not	 allowed	 to	 enter	 the	 Promised	 Land.)	 A	 severe
punishment	for	this	leader	and	mediator	of	the	people.	Why	was	the	punishment
so	severe?

A.	 Moses	was	disobedient	and	did	not	sanctify	his	God	with	respect	to	His
people	Israel.

B.	 An	explanation	could	be	that,	prophetically,	the	‘rock’	is	the	Messiah.	In
the	Tanakh,	God	Himself	is	also	indicated	as	the	Rock.	And	the	Messiah
would	 also	 be	 hit	 once,	 to	 the	 cross–and	 not	 twice.	 Therefore,	 Moses
would	not	have	been	allowed	to	hit	the	rock	twice.

See	 also	 Exodus	 17:6;	 Deuteronomy	 32:15,18,30,31,51,52;	 Numbers	 20:8-12;
Psalm	 18:31,46;	 Psalm	 19:14	 (Savior);	 1Samuel	 2:2	 (Rock	 and	 Redeemer);
2Samuel	22:3;	Isaiah	26:4	(Trust	in	the	LORD	forever,	for	in	JHWH,	the	LORD,
is	 everlasting	 strength);	 1Corinthians	 10:4	 (Christ	 is	 called	 here	 a	 spiritual
Rock).



41.	Taking	possession	of	the	promised
land
After	 the	 exodus,	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 had	 to	 take	 possession	 of	 the	 Promised
Land	and	oust	the	peoples	living	there.	These	peoples	had	to	be	ousted	because
the	measure	 of	 their	 sins	was	 filled	 up,	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	 the	LORD.	The	LORD
made	 it	 clear	 in	 Deuteronomy	 9:3-5	 that	 it	 is	 He	Who	will	 oust	 them	 and,	 if
necessary,	exterminate	them.	In	doing	this,	Israel	is	a	tool	in	His	hand.	We	can
also	see	the	penalty	for	sin	in	the	flood,	and	with	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.

Deuteronomy	9:3	“Therefore	understand	today	that	the	LORD	your	God	is	He
who	goes	over	before	you	as	a	consuming	fire.	He	will	destroy	them	and	bring
them	down	before	you;	so	you	shall	drive	them	out	and	destroy	them	quickly,	as
the	LORD	has	said	 to	you.	4	Do	not	 think	 in	your	heart,	after	 the	LORD	your
God	 has	 cast	 them	 out	 before	 you,	 saying,	 ‘Because	 of	 my	 righteousness	 the
LORD	 has	 brought	 me	 in	 to	 possess	 this	 land’;	 but	 it	 is	 because	 of	 the
wickedness	of	these	nations	that	the	LORD	is	driving	them	out	from	before	you.	5
It	is	not	because	of	your	righteousness	or	the	uprightness	of	your	heart	that	you
go	in	to	possess	their	land,	but	because	of	the	wickedness	of	these	nations	that
the	LORD	your	God	drives	them	out	from	before	you,	and	that	He	may	fulfill	the
word	which	the	LORD	swore	to	your	fathers,	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.”

Numbers	33:55	 ‘But	 if	 you	 do	 not	 drive	 out	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 land	 from
before	you,	then	it	shall	be	that	those	whom	you	let	remain	shall	be	irritants	in
your	eyes	and	thorns	in	your	sides,	and	they	shall	harass	you	in	the	land	where
you	dwell.’

The	 nation	 did	 not	 fully	 obey	 the	 LORD	 in	 this	matter,	 because	 it	 let	 certain
nations	live	and	did	not	oust	them	either.	See	also	Joshua	11:14,18-20,22;	Joshua
15:63;	Joshua	16:10;	Joshua	17:12,13;	Joshua	21:43-45;	Judges	1:25-36;	Judges
2:1-5.

The	LORD	repeated	 the	promise	with	respect	 to	 the	country	He	would	give	 to
them.	Everywhere	where	 they	set	 their	 feet,	 that	 land	would	be	given	 to	 them.
None	of	 the	nations	 in	 the	Promised	Land	would	be	able	 to	exist	 for	 Israel.	 In
other	words:	they	will	conquer.	The	LORD	will	not	leave	them	nor	forsake	them,
and	will	be	with	them.	This	is	further	described	in:



Deuteronomy	9:3	“Therefore	understand	today	that	the	LORD	your	God	is	He
who	goes	over	before	you	as	a	consuming	fire.	He	will	destroy	them	and	bring
them	down	before	you;	so	you	shall	drive	them	out	and	destroy	them	quickly,	as
the	LORD	has	said	 to	you.	4	Do	not	 think	 in	your	heart,	after	 the	LORD	your
God	 has	 cast	 them	 out	 before	 you,	 saying,	 ‘Because	 of	 my	 righteousness	 the
LORD	 has	 brought	 me	 in	 to	 possess	 this	 land’;	 but	 it	 is	 because	 of	 the
wickedness	of	these	nations	that	the	LORD	is	driving	them	out	from	before	you.	5
It	is	not	because	of	your	righteousness	or	the	uprightness	of	your	heart	that	you
go	in	to	possess	their	land,	but	because	of	the	wickedness	of	these	nations	that
the	LORD	your	God	drives	them	out	from	before	you,	and	that	He	may	fulfill	the
word	which	the	LORD	swore	to	your	fathers,	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.”

Numbers	33:55	 ‘But	 if	 you	 do	 not	 drive	 out	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 land	 from
before	you,	then	it	shall	be	that	those	whom	you	let	remain	shall	be	irritants	in
your	eyes	and	thorns	in	your	sides,	and	they	shall	harass	you	in	the	land	where
you	dwell.’

Of	course,	on	the	condition	that	they	will	obey	God’s	commandments!

Joshua	1:7	“Only	be	strong	and	very	courageous,	 that	you	may	observe	 to	do
according	to	all	the	law	which	Moses	My	servant	commanded	you;	do	not	turn
from	it	to	the	right	hand	or	to	the	left,	that	you	may	prosper	wherever	you	go.	8
This	Book	of	the	Law	shall	not	depart	from	your	mouth,	but	you	shall	meditate	in
it	day	and	night,	that	you	may	observe	to	do	according	to	all	that	is	written	in	it.
For	 then	 you	 will	 make	 your	 way	 prosperous,	 and	 then	 you	 will	 have	 good
success.	9	Have	I	not	commanded	you?	Be	strong	and	of	good	courage;	do	not
be	afraid,	nor	be	dismayed,	 for	 the	LORD	your	God	 is	with	you	wherever	you
go.”

The	miracle	of	the	parting	waters	of	the	river	Jordan,	to	let	the	Israelites	traverse.

Joshua	3:14	So	it	was,	when	the	people	set	out	from	their	camp	to	cross	over	the
Jordan,	with	 the	 priests	 bearing	 the	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 before	 the	 people,	 15
and	as	those	who	bore	the	ark	came	to	the	Jordan,	and	the	feet	of	the	priests	who
bore	 the	 ark	 dipped	 in	 the	 edge	 of	 the	water	 (for	 the	 Jordan	 overflows	 all	 its
banks	during	 the	whole	 time	of	harvest),	16	 that	 the	waters	which	came	down
from	upstream	stood	still,	and	rose	in	a	heap	very	far	away	at	Adam,	the	city	that
is	beside	Zaretan.	So	the	waters	that	went	down	into	the	Sea	of	the	Arabah,	the
Salt	Sea,	failed,	and	were	cut	off;	and	the	people	crossed	over	opposite	Jericho.
17	Then	the	priests	who	bore	the	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD	stood	firm	on



dry	ground	in	the	midst	of	the	Jordan;	and	all	Israel	crossed	over	on	dry	ground,
until	all	the	people	had	crossed	completely	over	the	Jordan.

In	 Joshua	 13-24,	 we	 find	 a	 detailed	 description	 of	 the	 land	 that	 is	 distributed
among	the	eleven	tribes	of	Israel.	The	LORD	warned	Israel	not	to	mingle	with
the	surrounding	nations,	nor	with	the	nations	they	had	not	ousted.	The	fact	that
they	 did	 not	 oust	 specific	 nations,	 is	 against	 God’s	 commandment.	 This
transgression	will	become	a	snare	before	them,	and	they	will	die	because	of	it.

Joshua	 23:11	 “Therefore	 take	 careful	 heed	 to	 yourselves,	 that	 you	 love	 the
LORD	your	God.	12	Or	else,	if	indeed	you	do	go	back,	and	cling	to	the	remnant
of	 these	nations–these	 that	remain	among	you–and	make	marriages	with	 them,
and	go	in	to	them	and	they	to	you,	13	know	for	certain	that	the	LORD	your	God
will	no	longer	drive	out	these	nations	from	before	you.	But	they	shall	be	snares
and	traps	to	you,	and	scourges	on	your	sides	and	thorns	in	your	eyes,	until	you
perish	from	this	good	land	which	the	LORD	your	God	has	given	you.



42.	The	days	of	the	judges
In	the	time	of	the	Judges,	the	people	of	Israel	had	no	powerful	leader.	Everybody
did	what	was	 right	 in	his	own	eyes.	The	days	of	Moses	and	Joshua	were	past,
and	the	people	did	not	have	a	king	like	other	nations.

Israel	had	taken	into	possession	the	larger	part	of	 the	Promised	Land,	although
certain	 nations	 were	 not	 ousted.	 As	 said,	 this	 was	 against	 the	 Lord’s
commandment.	What	 God	 did,	 however,	 was	 to	 appoint	 a	 leader,	 a	 so-called
Judge,	during	a	certain	situation	that	was	difficult	for	Israel.	This	person	had	to
save	the	people,	under	God’s	leadership,	from	the	enemy.	Well-known	names	of
Judges	are:

Samuel,	Gideon	and	Samson.

Judges	2:17	Yet	they	would	not	listen	to	their	judges,	but	they	played	the	harlot
with	other	gods,	and	bowed	down	to	them.	They	turned	quickly	from	the	way	in
which	their	fathers	walked,	in	obeying	the	commandments	of	the	LORD;	they	did
not	do	so.	(…)	17:6	In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel;	everyone	did	what
was	right	in	his	own	eyes.

See	also	Judges	18:1;	19:1;	21:25.

Ps.	106:34	They	did	not	destroy	 the	peoples,	concerning	whom	the	LORD	had
commanded	 them,	 35	 but	 they	 mingled	 with	 the	 Gentiles	 and	 learned	 their
works;	36	they	served	their	idols,	which	became	a	snare	to	them.

In	the	book	of	Ruth	we	see	the	start	of	the	kingdom	come	about	through	the	birth
of	 Obed,	 David’s	 grandfather.	 Boaz,	 David’s	 great-grandfather,	 can	 be
considered	a	 type	of	 the	Messiah,	because	he	acts	as	a	‘kinsman	redeemer’	for
Naomi.	The	name	Boaz	means,	‘There	is	strength	in	God.’	The	Messiah	will	also
save	His	people	from	their	sins,	and	later	also	from	all	their	enemies.

Ruth	4:13	So	Boaz	took	Ruth	and	she	became	his	wife;	and	when	he	went	in	to
her,	the	LORD	gave	her	conception,	and	she	bore	a	son.	14	Then	the	women	said
to	Naomi,	“Blessed	be	the	LORD,	who	has	not	left	you	this	day	without	a	close
relative;	 and	 may	 his	 name	 be	 famous	 in	 Israel!	 (…)	 17	 Also	 the	 neighbor
women	 gave	 him	 a	 name,	 saying,	 “There	 is	 a	 son	 born	 to	 Naomi.”	 And	 they
called	his	name	Obed.	He	is	the	father	of	Jesse,	the	father	of	David.



From	David	-	birth	of	the	Messiah



43.	The	Era	of	the	kings	-	Saul	-
David	-	Solomo
Against	God’s	will,	Israel	got	a	king–at	the	request	of	the	people.	The	prophets
Samuel	and	Hosea	pointed	out	to	the	people	of	Israel	that	by	desiring	an	earthly
kind	they	had	rejected	the	LORD,	their	heavenly	King.	It	was	a	token	of	God’s
great	grace	that–in	spite	of	that–He	had	not	rejected	Israel.

In	 the	 course	 of	 the	 history,	 it	 appeared	 that	 Israel	 was	 not	 well	 off	 with	 an
earthly	king.	Israel’s	earthly	kings	had	diverted	the	people	more	and	more	from
the	 LORD	 and	 from	 the	 service	 to	 Him.	 However,	 the	 LORD	 had	 produced
something	good	from	this	essentially	evil	matter,	i.e.	David,	the	man	after	God’s
heart,	whose	kingdom	would	be	for	ever	and	ever,	because	from	his	progeny	the
Messiah	would	be	born.	Nevertheless,	despite	all	this	and	in	keeping	with	God’s
plan	for	Israel,	the	prophet	Hosea	says	that	God,	in	His	anger,	has	given	Israel	a
king:

Hosea	13:9	“O	Israel,	you	are	destroyed,	but	your	help	is	from	Me.	10	I	will	be
your	King;	Where	is	any	other,	that	he	may	save	you	in	all	your	cities?	And	your
judges	to	whom	you	said,	‘Give	me	a	king	and	princes’?	11	I	gave	you	a	king	in
My	anger,	and	took	him	away	in	My	wrath.”

1Samuel	8:7	And	the	LORD	said	to	Samuel,	“Heed	the	voice	of	the	people	in	all
that	they	say	to	you;	for	they	have	not	rejected	you,	but	they	have	rejected	Me,
that	I	should	not	reign	over	them.”

1Samuel	10:19	“But	you	have	today	rejected	your	God,	who	Himself	saved	you
from	all	your	adversities	and	your	tribulations;	and	you	have	said	to	Him,	‘No,
set	a	king	over	us!’	Now	therefore,	present	yourselves	before	the	LORD	by	your
tribes	and	by	your	clans.”The	LORD	is	a	God	Who	knows	in	advance	what	 is
going	to	happen	in	this	world.	He	also	foresaw	that	Israel	would	wish	for	a	king
like	the	Gentile	nations.	The	LORD	had	made	this	known	to	Moses.	See	in	this
respect	Deuteronomy	17.

Deuteronomy	17:14	“When	you	come	to	the	land	which	the	LORD	your	God	is
giving	you,	and	possess	it	and	dwell	in	it,	and	say,	‘I	will	set	a	king	over	me	like
all	the	nations	that	are	around	me,’	15	you	shall	surely	set	a	king	over	you	whom
the	LORD	your	God	 chooses;	 one	 from	among	 your	 brethren	 you	 shall	 set	 as



king	over	you;	you	may	not	set	a	foreigner	over	you,	who	is	not	your	brother.”

However,	with	God	it	never	gets	out	of	hand,	though	it	may	appear	like	that	at
times.	In	essence,	the	LORD	can	use	evil	matters–caused	by	people	or	satan–to
execute	 His	 plan.	 Currently,	 we	 see	 a	 similar	 situation.	 The	 people	 of	 Israel
return	to	the	Promised	Land,	it	is	according	to	God’s	plan,	but	nevertheless	God
says	 in	Ezekiel	20:34	 that	 it	will	be	 ‘with	a	mighty	hand,	with	an	outstretched
arm,	and	with	fury	poured	out.’

First	SAUL–God’s	response	to	the	people’s	request:	a	king	like	all	the	nations	(1
Samuel	8:20).

It	appears	that	king	Saul	is	a	choice	of	the	people,	a	king	after	the	people’s	heart.
As	 opposed	 to	 king	 David	 who	was	 a	man	 after	 God’s	 heart.	 Saul’s	 fall	 was
caused	by	disobedience	for	not	placing	Amalek	under	a	ban,	neither	 their	king
Agag	(1	Samuel	15:26.)	Saul	despised	and	rejected	the	Word	of	God.	King	Saul
became	a	persecutor	of	the	man	after	God’s	heart	and	was	thus	an	illustration,	a
foreshadowing	of	the	kingship	of	the	coming	antichrist.	Like	Saul’s	kingship,	the
kingship	of	the	antichrist	was	fortunately	not	a	lasting	kingship.

God’s	covenant	with	David

God’s	 decision	 to	 give	 the	 kingship	 over	 Israel	 to	 David	 and	 his	 descendants
forever,	 is	 called	 by	Him	 a	 ‘covenant	 of	 salt’.	What	 is	 a	 covenant	 of	 salt?	 In
Numbers	18:19,	an	‘ordinance	forever’	is	called	a	covenant	of	salt.	In	Numbers,
this	referred	to	all	the	heave	offerings	of	the	holy	things.

Leviticus	2:13	‘And	every	offering	of	your	grain	offering	you	shall	season	with
salt;	you	shall	not	allow	the	salt	of	the	covenant	of	your	God	to	be	lacking	from
your	grain	offering.	With	all	your	offerings	you	shall	offer	salt.’

2Chronicles	13:5	“Should	you	not	know	that	the	LORD	God	of	Israel	gave	the
dominion	 over	 Israel	 to	David	 forever,	 to	 him	 and	 his	 sons,	 by	 a	 covenant	 of
salt?”

Numbers	18:19	“All	the	heave	offerings	of	the	holy	things,	which	the	children	of
Israel	offer	to	the	LORD,	I	have	given	to	you	and	your	sons	and	daughters	with
you	as	an	ordinance	 forever;	 it	 is	 a	 covenant	of	 salt	 forever	before	 the	LORD
with	you	and	your	descendants	with	you.”

DAVID	is	the	second	king.	A	man	after	God’s	own	heart.



God	promises	that	from	David	and	his	descendants	the	King	will	be	born	whose
kingdom	shall	be	established	forever.	It	is	God’s	covenant	promise	to	David:

1Samuel	16:12	So	he	sent	and	brought	him	in.	Now	he	was	ruddy,	with	bright
eyes,	and	good-looking.	And	the	LORD	said,	“Arise,	anoint	him;	for	this	is	the
one!”	13	Then	Samuel	took	the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him	in	the	midst	of	his
brothers;	and	the	Spirit	of	 the	LORD	came	upon	David	from	that	day	forward.
So	Samuel	arose	and	went	to	Ramah.

2	Samuel	7:12	“When	your	days	are	fulfilled	and	you	rest	with	your	fathers,	I
will	 set	 up	 your	 seed	 after	 you,	 who	 will	 come	 from	 your	 body,	 and	 I	 will
establish	 his	 kingdom.	 13	 He	 shall	 build	 a	 house	 for	 My	 name,	 and	 I	 will
establish	the	throne	of	his	kingdom	forever.	14	I	will	be	his	Father,	and	he	shall
be	My	son.	 If	he	commits	 iniquity,	 I	will	 chasten	him	with	 the	 rod	of	men	and
with	the	blows	of	the	sons	of	men.	15	But	My	mercy	shall	not	depart	from	him,	as
I	 took	 it	 from	Saul,	whom	 I	 removed	 from	before	you.	16	And	your	house	and
your	 kingdom	 shall	 be	 established	 forever	 before	 you.	 Your	 throne	 shall	 be
established	forever.”

Paul’s	address	 in	 the	synagogue	in	Antioch	dealt,	among	other	 things,	with	the
kingship	of	David	and	the	Messiah,	the	Savior	of	the	world,	who	was	born	from
his	descendants:

Acts	13:22	“And	when	He	had	removed	him,	He	raised	up	 for	 them	David	as
king,	to	whom	also	He	gave	testimony	and	said,	‘I	have	found	David	the	son	of
Jesse,	a	man	after	My	own	heart,	who	will	do	all	My	will.’	23	From	this	man’s
seed,	according	to	the	promise,	God	raised	up	for	Israel	a	Savior–Jesus.

Fulfillment	 of	 the	 promise	 to	 David,	 communicated	 to	 Mary	 by	 the	 angel
Gabriel:

Luke	1:31	“And	behold,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bring	forth	a	Son,
and	shall	call	His	name	JESUS.	32	He	will	be	great,	and	will	be	called	the	Son
of	the	Highest;	and	the	Lord	God	will	give	Him	the	throne	of	His	father	David.
33	And	He	will	reign	over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	His	kingdom	there
will	be	no	end.”

Solomon	is	the	third	king

The	name	Solomon	means	‘Prince	of	Peace’,	shalom.

In	 his	 days,	 there	 were	 no	 wars,	 but	 there	 was	 peace	 and	 quiet	 for	 Israel.



‘Because	 the	 LORD	 loves	 His	 people,	 He	 has	 made	 you	 king	 over	 them’
(2Chronicles	 2:11b).	 In	 certain	 aspects,	 he	 is	 a	 type	 of	 Christ	 in	 his	 wisdom,
power	and	glory.

Upon	acceptance	of	his	kingship	Solomon	prayed	for	an	understanding	heart:

1	Kings	3:8	“And	Your	servant	 is	 in	 the	midst	of	Your	people	whom	You	have
chosen,	a	great	people,	 too	numerous	 to	be	numbered	or	 counted.	9	Therefore
give	 to	 Your	 servant	 an	 understanding	 heart	 to	 judge	 Your	 people,	 that	 I	may
discern	 between	 good	 and	 evil.	 For	who	 is	 able	 to	 judge	 this	 great	 people	 of
Yours?”	10	The	speech	pleased	the	Lord,	that	Solomon	had	asked	this	thing.	11
Then	God	said	to	him:	“Because	you	have	asked	this	thing,	and	have	not	asked
long	life	for	yourself,	nor	have	asked	riches	for	yourself,	nor	have	asked	the	life
of	your	enemies,	but	have	asked	for	yourself	understanding	to	discern	justice,	12
behold,	I	have	done	according	to	your	words;	see,	I	have	given	you	a	wise	and
understanding	heart,	so	that	there	has	not	been	anyone	like	you	before	you,	nor
shall	any	like	you	arise	after	you.	13	And	I	have	also	given	you	what	you	have
not	 asked:	 both	 riches	 and	 honor,	 so	 that	 there	 shall	 not	 be	 anyone	 like	 you
among	the	kings	all	your	days.	14	So	if	you	walk	in	My	ways,	to	keep	My	statutes
and	My	commandments,	as	your	father	David	walked,	then	I	will	lengthen	your
days.”

Examples	of	Solomon’s	wisdom	can	be	found	in	the	Bible	books	Proverbs	and
Ecclesiastes.

Moses	had	already	spoken	about	this	in:

Deuteronomy	17:18	“And	it	shall	be,	when	he	sits	on	the	throne	of	his	kingdom,
that	he	shall	write	for	himself	a	copy	of	this	law	in	a	book,	from	the	one	before
the	priests,	the	Levites.	19	And	it	shall	be	with	him,	and	he	shall	read	it	all	the
days	of	his	 life,	 that	he	may	learn	to	 fear	the	LORD	his	God	and	be	careful	 to
observe	all	the	words	of	this	law	and	these	statutes,	20	that	his	heart	may	not	be
lifted	above	his	brethren,	that	he	may	not	turn	aside	from	the	commandment	to
the	right	hand	or	to	the	left,	and	that	he	may	prolong	his	days	in	his	kingdom,	he
and	his	children	in	the	midst	of	Israel.”

Solomon	did	not	only	increase	in	comprehension	and	wisdom,	but	also	in	riches
and	power.	He	had	many	women	 (1,000)	and	many	horses.	This	was	not	 after
God’s	will.	 Solomon	 also	 permitted	 sacrifices	 being	made	 to	 the	 idols.	Moses
said	about	this	in:



Deuteronomy	17:16	“But	he	shall	not	multiply	horses	for	himself,	nor	cause	the
people	to	return	to	Egypt	to	multiply	horses,	for	the	LORD	has	said	to	you,	‘You
shall	not	return	that	way	again.’	17	Neither	shall	he	multiply	wives	for	himself,
lest	 his	 heart	 turn	 away;	 nor	 shall	 he	 greatly	 multiply	 silver	 and	 gold	 for
himself.”

At	the	end	of	his	life,	Solomon	started	to	follow	other	gods	and	did	not	keep	to
the	 commandment	 of	 the	 LORD,	 his	 God.	 The	 LORD	 became	 angry	 with
Solomon	and	therefore	decided	to	tear	away	a	large	part	of	his	kingdom:

1	Kings	11:9	So	the	LORD	became	angry	with	Solomon,	because	his	heart	had
turned	 from	 the	LORD	God	of	 Israel,	who	had	appeared	 to	him	 twice,	10	and
had	 commanded	 him	 concerning	 this	 thing,	 that	 he	 should	 not	 go	 after	 other
gods;	 but	 he	 did	 not	 keep	 what	 the	 LORD	 had	 commanded.	 11	 Therefore	 the
LORD	 said	 to	 Solomon,	 “Because	 you	 have	 done	 this,	 and	 have	 not	 kept	My
covenant	and	My	statutes,	which	 I	have	commanded	you,	 I	will	 surely	 tear	 the
kingdom	away	from	you	and	give	it	to	your	servant.	12	Nevertheless	I	will	not	do
it	in	your	days,	for	the	sake	of	your	father	David;	I	will	tear	it	out	of	the	hand	of
your	son.	13	However	I	will	not	 tear	away	 the	whole	kingdom;	I	will	give	one
tribe	to	your	son	for	the	sake	of	my	servant	David,	and	for	the	sake	of	Jerusalem
which	I	have	chosen.”



44	Israel	devided	into	two	kingdoms
Because	of	the	sins	done	by	king	Solomon,	the	larger	part	of	Israel–ten	tribes–
were	 given	 to	 Jeroboam.	 The	 Israelites	 had	 started	 serving	 the	 idols–idols
brought	 along	 by	 Solomon’s	 foreign	 wives.	 And	 Solomon	 permitted	 this
practicing	of	idolatry	in	his	house.	But	the	worst	of	all	was	that	also	the	Israelites
started	serving	these	foreign	gods	and	turned	their	back	on	the	God	of	Israel.

Solomon	himself	also	worshipped	Ashtoreth,	the	god	of	the	Sidonians,	and	had
sanctuaries	 build	 for	 the	 gods	 of	 his	wives.	 For	 that	 reason,	 his	 kingdom	was
divided	in	two.	On	account	of	his	father	David,	the	LORD	did	not	carry	this	out
in	his	days,	but	did	so	after	his	death,	during	the	kinghood	of	his	son	Rehoboam.

1Kings	 11:29	 Now	 it	 happened	 at	 that	 time,	 when	 Jeroboam	 went	 out	 of
Jerusalem,	that	the	prophet	Ahijah	the	Shilonite	met	him	on	the	way;	and	he	had
clothed	himself	with	a	new	garment,	and	the	two	were	alone	in	the	field.	30	Then
Ahijah	 took	 hold	 of	 the	 new	 garment	 that	was	 on	 him,	 and	 tore	 it	 into	 twelve
pieces.	31	And	he	said	to	Jeroboam,	“Take	for	yourself	ten	pieces,	for	thus	says
the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel:	‘Behold,	I	will	tear	the	kingdom	out	of	the	hand	of
Solomon	and	will	give	 ten	 tribes	 to	you	32	(but	he	shall	have	one	tribe	 for	 the
sake	of	My	servant	David,	and	for	the	sake	of	Jerusalem,	the	city	which	I	have
chosen	out	of	all	 the	 tribes	of	 Israel),	 33	because	 they	have	 forsaken	Me,	and
worshiped	 Ashtoreth	 the	 goddess	 of	 the	 Sidonians,	 Chemosh	 the	 god	 of	 the
Moabites,	and	Milcom	the	god	of	the	people	of	Ammon,	and	have	not	walked	in
My	ways	to	do	what	is	right	in	My	eyes	and	keep	My	statutes	and	My	judgments,
as	did	his	father	David.	34	However	I	will	not	take	the	whole	kingdom	out	of	his
hand,	because	I	have	made	him	ruler	all	the	days	of	his	life	for	the	sake	of	My
servant	 David,	 whom	 I	 chose	 because	 he	 kept	 My	 commandments	 and	 My
statutes.’”

Northern	kingdom:	10	tribes	with	Jeroboam	as	king

Southern	kingdom:	2	tribes	with	Rehoboam	as	king

(the	tribe	of	the	Levites	did	not	own	land)

Both	kingdoms	declined	owing	to	sin,	the	result	being	exile.



45.	The	ten	tribes	deported	into
Assyrian	exile	(721	BC)
At	that	time,	what	the	LORD	had	already	said	to	Moses	in	Deuteronomy	4	was
executed.	The	measure	of	the	sins	of	the	people	was	filled	up.	First,	the	ten-tribe
kingdom	was	led	into	exile	to	Assyria.

Deuteronomy	4:27	“And	the	LORD	will	scatter	you	among	the	peoples,	and	you
will	be	left	few	in	number	among	the	nations	where	the	LORD	will	drive	you.	28
And	there	you	will	serve	gods,	the	work	of	men’s	hands,	wood	and	stone,	which
neither	see	nor	hear	nor	eat	nor	smell.”

2Chronicles	 12:1	Now	 it	 came	 to	 pass,	 when	 Rehoboam	 had	 established	 the
kingdom	and	had	strengthened	himself,	that	he	forsook	the	law	of	the	LORD,	and
all	Israel	along	with	him.

2Kings	 17:18	Therefore	 the	 LORD	 was	 very	 angry	 with	 Israel,	 and	 removed
them	 from	His	sight;	 there	was	none	 left	but	 the	 tribe	of	Judah	alone.	19	Also
Judah	did	not	keep	the	commandments	of	the	LORD	their	God,	but	walked	in	the
statutes	 of	 Israel	 which	 they	 made.	 20	 And	 the	 LORD	 rejected	 all	 the
descendants	 of	 Israel,	 afflicted	 them,	 and	 delivered	 them	 into	 the	 hand	 of
plunderers,	until	He	had	cast	them	from	His	sight.	21	For	He	tore	Israel	from	the
house	of	David,	and	they	made	Jeroboam	the	son	of	Nebat	king.	Then	Jeroboam
drove	 Israel	 from	 following	 the	LORD,	and	made	 them	commit	a	great	 sin.	22
For	the	children	of	Israel	walked	in	all	the	sins	of	Jeroboam	which	he	did;	they
did	not	depart	from	them,	23	until	the	LORD	removed	Israel	out	of	His	sight,	as
He	had	said	by	all	His	servants	the	prophets.	So	Israel	was	carried	away	from
their	own	land	to	Assyria,	as	it	is	to	this	day.

The	Lord	sent	the	ten	tribes	off	with	a	certificate	of	divorce	as	we	read	in:

Jeremiah	3:7	“And	I	said,	after	she	had	done	all	these	things,	‘Return	to	Me.’
But	 she	did	not	 return.	And	her	 treacherous	 sister	 Judah	 saw	 it.	 8	Then	 I	 saw
that	for	all	the	causes	for	which	backsliding	Israel	had	committed	adultery,	I	had
put	her	away	and	given	her	a	certificate	of	divorce;	 yet	her	 treacherous	 sister
Judah	did	not	fear,	but	went	and	played	the	harlot	also.”

Until	 today,	 the	 ten	 tribes	 have	 not	 yet	 returned,	 although	 in	 these	 days	 every
now	and	then	certain	 tribes	are	being	discovered,	 like	 the	tribe	of	Manasseh	in



India.



46	The	tribes	of	Judah	and	Benjamin
deported	into	exile	to	Babylon
From	606	BC	 to	536	BC.	Jerusalem	was	destroyed	 in	587	BC.	Due	 to	 Israel’s
disobedience,	 the	Lord	 foretold	 through	 the	prophets	 that	 the	people	would	be
carried	off	into	exile	if	they	remained	disobedient.	This	prophecy	was	fulfilled.
The	people	were	carried	off	 into	exile;	 the	city	and	the	temple	were	destroyed,
and	the	ark	of	the	covenant	was	stolen	and	taken	to	Babylon.	Seventy	years	later,
part	of	the	people	returned.	The	city	was	rebuilt,	as	well	as	the	temple.	But	the
ark	never	returned.

Just	 before	 the	 very	 time	 that	 the	Babylonians	would	 destroy	 the	 city	 and	 the
temple,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	left	the	temple,	going	eastwards.

Ezekiel	11:23	And	the	glory	of	the	LORD	went	up	from	the	midst	of	the	city	and
stood	on	the	mountain,	which	is	on	the	east	side	of	the	city.

Up	to	 this	day,	 the	nation	of	Israel	finds	 itself	 in	 the	same	situation.	Also	after
the	construction	of	the	second	temple,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	did	not	return.	In
any	event,	we	don’t	read	anything	about	 it.	The	glory	of	 the	LORD	will	return
from	the	east,	when	the	fourth	temple	will	have	been	built,	according	to	Ezekiel
40-43:

Ezekiel	43:4	And	the	glory	of	the	LORD	came	into	the	temple	by	way	of	the	gate
which	faces	 toward	the	east.	5	The	Spirit	 lifted	me	up	and	brought	me	into	 the
inner	court;	and	behold,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled	the	temple.

According	 to	 the	 prophet	 Jeremiah	 however,	 the	 ark	 will	 never	 be	 remade.
Revelation	11:19	states	that	the	ark	of	the	covenant	will	be	seen	in	the	temple	of
God,	in	heaven.

Jeremiah	 3:16	 “Then	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass,	 when	 you	 are	 multiplied	 and
increased	 in	 the	 land	 in	 those	 days,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 they	 will	 say	 no
more,	‘The	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD.’	It	shall	not	come	to	mind,	nor	shall
they	remember	it,	nor	shall	they	visit	it,	nor	shall	it	be	made	anymore.”

Isaiah	39:5	Then	Isaiah	said	to	Hezekiah,	“Hear	the	word	of	the	LORD	of	hosts:
6	 ‘Behold,	 the	days	are	coming	when	all	 that	 is	 in	your	house,	and	what	your
fathers	 have	 accumulated	 until	 this	 day,	 shall	 be	 carried	 to	 Babylon;	 nothing



shall	be	left,’	says	the	LORD.	7	‘And	they	shall	take	away	some	of	your	sons	who
will	descend	 from	you,	whom	you	will	beget;	and	 they	 shall	be	eunuchs	 in	 the
palace	of	the	king	of	Babylon.’”	8	So	Hezekiah	said	to	Isaiah,	“The	word	of	the
LORD	which	 you	 have	 spoken	 is	 good!”	 For	 he	 said,	 “At	 least	 there	 will	 be
peace	and	truth	in	my	days.”

Jeremiah	20:4	“For	thus	says	the	LORD:	‘Behold,	I	will	make	you	a	terror	to
yourself	and	to	all	your	friends;	and	they	shall	fall	by	the	sword	of	their	enemies,
and	 your	 eyes	 shall	 see	 it.	 I	 will	 give	 all	 Judah	 into	 the	 hand	 of	 the	 king	 of
Babylon,	 and	 he	 shall	 carry	 them	 captive	 to	 Babylon	 and	 slay	 them	 with	 the
sword.	5	Moreover	I	will	deliver	all	the	wealth	of	this	city,	all	 its	produce,	and
all	its	precious	things;	all	the	treasures	of	the	kings	of	Judah	I	will	give	into	the
hand	 of	 their	 enemies,	 who	 will	 plunder	 them,	 seize	 them,	 and	 carry	 them	 to
Babylon.	 6	 And	 you,	 Pashhur,	 and	 all	 who	 dwell	 in	 your	 house,	 shall	 go	 into
captivity.	You	shall	go	to	Babylon,	and	there	you	shall	die,	and	be	buried	there,
you	and	all	your	friends,	to	whom	you	have	prophesied	lies.’”

See	also	Jeremiah	21:3-10;	Jeremiah	22:25,26;	Jeremiah	25:8-13;	Jeremiah
27:6-22;	Jeremiah	28:1-17;	Jeremiah	29:1-32.

These	seventy	years,	actually,	are	the	70	sabbath	years	that	Israel/Judah	had	not
celebrated	in	a	490-year	period.	According	to	the	law,	every	seventh	year	should
be	 a	 sabbath	 year.	 In	 Leviticus	 26,	 Moses	 had	 announced	 the	 penalty,	 if	 the
institution	of	the	sabbath	year	(seventh	year)	would	not	be	obeyed.

In	not	keeping	 the	Sabbath	year	also	meant	 that	 the	 laws	of	 the	Lord	were	not
read,	as	the	LORD	had	commanded.	(Deuteronomy	31:9-13)

Leviticus	26:33	I	will	scatter	you	among	the	nations	and	draw	out	a	sword	after
you;	your	 land	shall	be	desolate	and	your	cities	waste.	34	Then	 the	 land	shall
enjoy	its	sabbaths	as	long	as	it	lies	desolate	and	you	are	in	your	enemies’	land;
then	the	land	shall	rest	and	enjoy	its	sabbaths.	35	As	long	as	it	 lies	desolate	 it
shall	rest–for	the	time	it	did	not	rest	on	your	sabbaths	when	you	dwelt	in	it.

The	 seventy	 years	 of	 exile	 in	 Babylon	 were	 a	 compensation	 for	 the	 seventy
sabbath	years	that	the	people	had	not	kept,	 i.e.,	for	70	x	7	=	490	years.	That	is
also	just	about	the	period	in	which	the	restoration	of	Israel	will	take	place,	until
the	coming	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.

The	prophecies	in	the	book	of	Daniel



The	prophet	Daniel	also	foretold	that	the	period	of	exile	would	be	seventy	years–
a	prophecy	that	was	also	fulfilled:

Daniel	9:2	in	 the	 first	year	of	his	reign	I,	Daniel,	understood	by	 the	books	 the
number	of	 the	 years	 specified	 by	 the	word	of	 the	LORD	 through	 Jeremiah	 the
prophet,	 that	 He	 would	 accomplish	 seventy	 years	 in	 the	 desolations	 of
Jerusalem.

Daniel	discovered	that	the	exile	was	coming	to	an	end	as	a	result	of	Jeremiah’s
prophecy:

Jeremiah	25:12	‘Then	it	will	come	to	pass,	when	seventy	years	are	completed,
that	I	will	punish	the	king	of	Babylon	and	that	nation,	the	land	of	the	Chaldeans,
for	their	iniquity,’	says	the	LORD;	‘and	I	will	make	it	a	perpetual	desolation.’

Jeremiah	29:10	For	thus	says	the	LORD:	After	seventy	years	are	completed	at
Babylon,	I	will	visit	you	and	perform	My	good	word	toward	you,	and	cause	you
to	return	to	this	place.

Yet	Daniel	did	not	plead	for	the	promise	of	return,	but	came	up	with	a	confession
of	guilt	because	of	disloyalty	to	the	covenant:

Daniel	9:3	Then	I	set	my	face	toward	the	Lord	God	to	make	request	by	prayer
and	 supplications,	 with	 fasting,	 sackcloth,	 and	 ashes.	 4	 And	 I	 prayed	 to	 the
LORD	my	God,	 and	made	 confession,	 and	 said,	“O	Lord,	 great	 and	awesome
God,	 who	 keeps	 His	 covenant	 and	mercy	 with	 those	 who	 love	 Him,	 and	 with
those	who	keep	His	commandments,	5	we	have	 sinned	and	committed	 iniquity,
we	have	done	wickedly	and	rebelled,	even	by	departing	from	Your	precepts	and
Your	 judgments.	 6	 Neither	 have	 we	 heeded	 Your	 servants	 the	 prophets,	 who
spoke	 in	 Your	 name	 to	 our	 kings	 and	 our	 princes,	 to	 our	 fathers	 and	 all	 the
people	of	the	land.”

The	covenant	that	Daniel	spoke	about	had	two	sides	(Deuteronomy	28):

Obedience	>	blessing

Disobedience	>	judgment	and	curse

The	exile	was	the	consequence	of	Israel’s	disobedience:

Daniel	9:7	“O	Lord,	righteousness	belongs	to	You,	but	to	us	shame	of	face,	as	it
is	 this	day–to	the	men	of	Judah,	 to	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	and	all	Israel,
those	near	and	those	far	off	in	all	the	countries	to	which	You	have	driven	them,



because	of	the	unfaithfulness	which	they	have	committed	against	You.	8	O	Lord,
to	us	belongs	shame	of	face,	to	our	kings,	our	princes,	and	our	fathers,	because
we	have	sinned	against	You.”

Daniel	9:11	“Yes,	all	Israel	has	transgressed	Your	law,	and	has	departed	so	as
not	 to	obey	Your	voice;	 therefore	 the	curse	and	 the	oath	written	 in	 the	Law	of
Moses	the	servant	of	God	have	been	poured	out	on	us,	because	we	have	sinned
against	Him.”

Daniel’s	reason	for	prayer	for	restoration

Daniel	9:16	“O	Lord,	according	to	all	Your	righteousness,	I	pray,	let	Your	anger
and	Your	 fury	 be	 turned	 away	 from	Your	 city	 Jerusalem,	 Your	 holy	mountain;
because	 for	our	sins,	and	 for	 the	 iniquities	of	our	 fathers,	Jerusalem	and	Your
people	are	a	reproach	to	all	those	around	us.	17	Now	therefore,	our	God,	hear
the	prayer	of	Your	servant,	and	his	supplications,	and	for	the	Lord’s	sake	cause
Your	 face	 to	shine	on	Your	sanctuary,	which	 is	desolate.	18	O	my	God,	 incline
Your	ear	and	hear;	open	Your	eyes	and	see	our	desolations,	and	the	city	which	is
called	by	Your	name;	for	we	do	not	present	our	supplications	before	You	because
of	our	righteous	deeds,	but	because	of	Your	great	mercies.	19	O	Lord,	hear!	O
Lord,	forgive!	O	Lord,	listen	and	act!	Do	not	delay	for	Your	own	sake,	my	God,
for	Your	city	and	Your	people	are	called	by	Your	name.”

The	LORD	did	not	give	a	certificate	of	divorce	 to	Judah.	So	 the	marriage	was
not	 annulled.	The	people	were	 subjugated	 to	Babylon	 for	 seventy	 years.	After
the	70-year	exile,	part	of	those	carried	away	to	Babylon	returned	to	the	Promised
Land	 and	 started	 rebuilding	 Jerusalem	 and	 the	 temple	 (around	 483	 BC).	 The
Bible	tells	us	little	about	the	following	period	until	 the	coming	of	the	Messiah.
During	this	period,	the	country	was	occupied	by	the	Romans.



47.	The	prophecies	in	the	book	of
Daniel
God	informs	Daniel	about	the	future.

God	promises	a	complete	restoration	of	Israel,	i.e.:

1.	To	finish	the	transgression.

2.	To	make	an	end	of	sins.

3.	To	make	reconciliation	for	iniquity.

4.	To	bring	in	everlasting	righteousness.

5.	To	seal	up	vision	and	prophecy	(final	fulfillment	of	prophecy).

6.	To	anoint	the	Most	Holy	(restoration	of	the	sanctuary).

This	is	recorded	in:

Daniel	9:24	“Seventy	weeks	are	determined	 for	your	people	and	 for	your	holy
city,	 to	 finish	 the	 transgression,	 to	make	an	end	of	 sins,	 to	make	reconciliation
for	iniquity,	to	bring	in	everlasting	righteousness,	to	seal	up	vision	and	prophecy,
and	to	anoint	the	Most	Holy.”

On	 the	 basis	 of	 the	 original	 text	 and	 other	 translations,	 we	 could	 also	 render
verse	24	as	follows:

“Seventy	weeks	are	determined	for	your	people	and	the	city	of	your	holiness,	to
finish	 the	 transgression	 and	 to	 make	 an	 end	 to	 sins,	 but	 also	 to	 make
reconciliation	for	iniquity	and	to	acquire	the	centuries	of	righteousness.	As	well
as	to	seal	up	the	prophetic	vision	and	anoint	the	Most	Holy.”

In	case	this	translation	is	correct,	the	‘Most	Holy’	could	point	to	the	Messiah.

Daniel	8:14	And	he	said	to	me,	“For	two	thousand	three	hundred	days;	then	the
sanctuary	shall	be	cleansed.”

Daniel	9:25	“Know	 therefore	and	understand,	 that	 from	 the	going	 forth	of	 the
command	to	restore	and	build	Jerusalem	until	Messiah	the	Prince,	there	shall	be
s	even	weeks	and	sixty-two	weeks;	the	street	shall	be	built	again,	and	the	wall,
even	in	troublesome	times.”



The	seven	weeks	in	verse	25	mean	a	total	of	7x7	=	49	years.	This	is	the	time	that
was	 needed	 to	 rebuild	 Jerusalem.	 The	 seventy	weeks	 in	 verse	 24	 are	 literally
seventy	sevens.	This	can	be	recognized,	among	other	things,	in	Leviticus	25:8—
this	text	that	speaks	of	sabbaths	of	years	(in	connection	with	the	year	of	jubilee)
—meaning	490	years.

The	 relation	 of	 Daniel	 9	 with	 the	 commandment	 concerning	 the	 sabbaths	 of
years	in	Leviticus	26	is	that	Moses	had	announced	the	penalty	if	the	people	did
not	obey	the	institution	of	the	sabbath	of	years	(the	seventh	year):

Leviticus	 26:33	 ‘I	 will	 scatter	 you	 among	 the	 nations	 and	 draw	 out	 a	 sword
after	you;	your	 land	shall	be	desolate	and	your	cities	waste.	34	Then	 the	 land
shall	enjoy	its	sabbaths	as	long	as	it	lies	desolate	and	you	are	in	your	enemies’
land;	 then	 the	 land	 shall	 rest	 and	 enjoy	 its	 sabbaths.	 35	 As	 long	 as	 it	 lies
desolate	 it	 shall	 rest—for	 the	 time	 it	 did	 not	 rest	 on	 your	 sabbaths	 when	 you
dwelt	in	it.’

The	 70-year	 exile	 in	 Babylon	 was	 therefore	 a	 compensation	 for	 the	 seventy
sabbaths	of	years	the	nation	had	not	kept—70x7	=	490	years—but	it	is	also	the
exact	period	in	which	Israel’s	complete	restoration	will	take	place:

Leviticus	25:8	‘And	you	shall	count	seven	sabbaths	of	years	for	yourself,	seven
times	seven	years;	and	 the	 time	of	 the	 seven	sabbaths	of	years	 shall	be	 to	you
forty-nine	years.’

After	 that,	 it	 will	 take	 another	 62x7	 =	 434	 years	 before	 the	 arrival	 of	 the
Messiah,	so	a	total	of	483	years.	According	to	the	prophecies,	the	Messiah	will
come	to	this	earth	as	a	Child.	The	Messiah’s	coming	was	announced	in:

Isaiah	7:14	“Therefore	the	Lord	Himself	will	give	you	a	sign:	Behold,	the	virgin
shall	conceive	and	bear	a	Son,	and	shall	call	His	name	Immanuel.”

The	place	of	birth	was	also	already	determined	by	God—Bethlehem—according
to:

Micah	 5:2	 “But	 you,	 Bethlehem	 Ephrathah,	 though	 you	 are	 little	 among	 the
thousands	of	Judah,	yet	out	of	you	shall	come	forth	to	Me	the	One	to	be	Ruler	in
Israel,	Whose	goings	forth	are	from	of	old,	from	everlasting.”

The	fulfillment	will	take	place	as	indicated	by	the	prophecies:

Luke	 2:4	 Joseph	 also	went	 up	 from	Galilee,	 out	 of	 the	 city	 of	 Nazareth,	 into



Judea,	 to	 the	 city	 of	David,	which	 is	 called	Bethlehem,	because	he	was	of	 the
house	 and	 lineage	 of	David,	 5	 to	 be	 registered	with	Mary,	 his	 betrothed	wife,
who	 was	 with	 child.	 6	 So	 it	 was,	 that	 while	 they	 were	 there,	 the	 days	 were
completed	for	her	to	be	delivered.	7	And	she	brought	forth	her	firstborn	Son,	and
wrapped	Him	in	swaddling	cloths,	and	laid	Him	in	a	manger,	because	there	was
no	room	 for	 them	 in	 the	 inn.	8	Now	 there	were	 in	 the	 same	country	 shepherds
living	out	in	the	fields,	keeping	watch	over	their	flock	by	night.	9	And	behold,	an
angel	 of	 the	 Lord	 stood	 before	 them,	 and	 the	 glory	 of	 the	 Lord	 shone	 around
them,	and	they	were	greatly	afraid.	10	Then	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Do	not	be
afraid,	 for	 behold,	 I	 bring	 you	 good	 tidings	 of	 great	 joy	 which	 will	 be	 to	 all
people.	11	For	there	is	born	to	you	this	day	in	the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is
Christ	the	Lord.”

God	indicated	to	Daniel	that	the	Messiah	will	be	killed,	as	is	also	stated	in	Isaiah
53:1-12	and	Zechariah	13:7:

Daniel	9:26a	“And	after	the	sixty-two	weeks	Messiah	shall	be	cut	off,	but	not	for
Himself.”

Isaiah	53:5	But	He	was	wounded	for	our	transgressions,	He	was	bruised	for	our
iniquities;	the	chastisement	for	our	peace	was	upon	Him,	and	by	His	stripes	we
are	healed.

The	Messiah’s	ministry	is	symbolized	in	 the	Tanakh	by	three	persons:	prophet,
priest	and	king.	Moses	is	a	type	of	the	Messiah	as	a	prophet,	but	simultaneously
a	 mediator	 between	 the	 people	 and	 God.	 King	 David	 and	 King	 Solomon	 are
types	of	the	Messiah’s	kingship.	The	high	priest	Aaron	is	a	type	of	the	Messiah’s
priestly	ministry.

Matthew	 renders	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 prophecy	 concerning	 His	 death	 as
follows:

Matthew	27:33	And	when	they	had	come	to	a	place	called	Golgotha,	that	is	to
say,	Place	of	a	Skull,	34	they	gave	Him	sour	wine	mingled	with	gall	to	drink.	But
when	He	 had	 tasted	 it,	He	would	 not	 drink.	 35	 Then	 they	 crucified	Him,	 and
divided	His	garments,	casting	lots,	that	it	might	be	fulfilled	which	was	spoken	by
the	prophet:	“They	divided	My	garments	among	them,	and	for	My	clothing	they
cast	lots.”

Rabbi	 Yehuda	 Hanasi	 said,	 “All	 predicted	 data	 have	 passed	 by	 (for	 the
salvation).”



Did	 you	 have	 any	 idea	 that	 the	 Messiah	 had	 already	 come	 and	 was	 not
recognized	by	His	people?

An	old	Musaf	prayer	by	Rabbi	Eleazer	Kalir	(9th	century)	states,	“Our	righteous
Messiah	 has	 departed	 from	 us.	 Terror	 had	 seized	 us,	 and	 we	 have	 nobody	 to
justify	 us.	 He	 carried	 the	 yoke	 of	 our	 transgressions	 and	 became	 wounded
because	of	our	 iniquity.	He	carried	our	sins	on	His	shoulders	 that	we	may	find
forgiveness	for	our	iniquity.	We	will	be	healed	by	His	wounds,	when	the	Eternal
will	recreate	Him.”

The	second	part	of	Daniel	9:26	relates	to	the	last	year	week,	as	does	verse	27:

Daniel	9:26b	“And	the	people	of	the	prince	who	is	to	come	shall	destroy	the	city
and	the	sanctuary.	The	end	of	it	shall	be	with	a	flood,	and	till	the	end	of	the	war
desolations	are	determined.	27	Then	he	shall	confirm	a	covenant	with	many	for
one	week;	but	in	the	middle	of	the	week	He	shall	bring	an	end	to	sacrifice	and
offering.	 And	 on	 the	 wing	 of	 abominations	 shall	 be	 one	 who	 makes	 desolate,
even	 until	 the	 consummation,	 which	 is	 determined,	 is	 poured	 out	 on	 the
desolate.”

This	last	year	week	falls	apart	into	two	periods	of	3.5	years,	also	described	as	‘a
time	and	 times	and	half	 a	 time’	 (Daniel	7:25);	 ‘a	 time,	 times,	 and	half	 a	 time’
(Daniel	 12:7)	 ‘one	 thousand	 two	 hundred	 and	 ninety	 days’	 (Daniel	 12:11);
‘forty-two	months’	and	‘one	thousand	two	hundred	and	sixty	days’	(Revelation
11:2,3).	(In	the	prophecy,	years	of	360	days	are	calculated.)

Between	the	69th	and	70th	year	week,	there	is	a	time	lapse	of	about	2,000	years.
This	 is	 not	 unusual	 in	Scripture.	Think	of	 the	prophecy	of	 Isaiah	61,	which	 is
partly	 quoted	 by	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 in	 the	 synagogue	 at	 Nazareth:	 “…	 to
proclaim	 the	 acceptable	 year	 of	 the	 LORD.’	 He	 does	 not	 quote:	 ‘the	 day	 of
vengeance	of	our	God.”

These	 verses	 point	 to	 the	 postponement	 of	 the	 kingdom	 (on	 earth)	 and	 the
destruction	 of	 the	 city	 and	 the	 sanctuary.	 Actually,	 in	 the	 year	 70	 AD,	 the
Romans	destroyed	Jerusalem,	the	people	were	killed	or	carried	off	as	prisoners
or	slaves	and	scattered	among	the	nations.

But	before	these	events	take	place,	the	prophecies	concerning	the	arrival	of	the
Messiah	will	be	fulfilled.

It	 is	 interesting	 to	 see	 what	 is	 written	 in	 the	 Talmud	 in	 Nazir	 32a	 about	 the



destruction	 of	 the	 temple:	 “Granted	 that	 you	 knew	 that	 the	 temple	 would	 be
destroyed—didn’t	you	know	when	this	would	happen?”	Abaye	responded,	‘You
didn’t	 know	 when?	 Doesn’t	 it	 say	 in	 Daniel	 9:24:	 “Seventy	 weeks	 are
determined	for	your	people	and	for	our	holy	city”?’

The	lives	of	three	men	in	the	Tanakh	show	that	the	Messiah	will	be	revealed	by
God	and	will	return	to	God:

1.	 JOSEPH.	 In	 Genesis	 37:8,	 Joseph’s	 brothers	 responded	 to	 his	 dream,
“Shall	 you	 indeed	 reign	 over	 us?”	 Joseph	was	 sent	 by	 his	 father	 to	 his
brothers	to	see	how	they	were	doing	(Genesis	37:14),	but	they	sold	him
for	 a	 slave	 price,	 handed	 him	 over	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 Gentiles	 and
deceived	 their	 father	 by	 showing	 him	 Joseph’s	 tunic	 of	 many	 colors,
dipped	 in	a	goat’s	blood,	and	saying,	“We	have	found	 this.”	But	 isn’t	 it
curious	that	twenty	years	later	those	brothers	fell	to	their	knees	in	front	of
Joseph	and	recognized	him	as	their	savior?

2.	 MOSES	 went	 to	 see	 his	 fellow	 Israelites	 and	 saw	 their	 hard	 labor
(Exodus	2:11).	But	 they	despised	him	saying,	“Who	made	you	a	prince
and	 a	 judge	 over	 us?”	 Forty	 years	 later	 God	 intervened.	 He	 sent	 them
Moses	(whom	they	had	rejected	by	saying,	“Who	made	you	a	prince	and
a	judge	over	us?”)	to	be	their	prince	and	judge.

3.	 DAVID.	In	David’s	life	we	see	something	similar	happen.	In	the	midst	of
his	 brothers,	 he	was	 anointed	 king.	However,	when	David’s	 father	 sent
him	 to	his	brothers	 to	ask	of	 their	wellbeing,	his	oldest	brother	became
angry	 (1Samuel	 17:18,28).	Later	David	 stated,	 “They	 shoot	 out	 the	 lip,
they	 shake	 the	 head”	 (Psalm	22:7).	David	was	 dethroned	 as	 a	 result	 of
Absalom’s	rebellion.	He	left	Jerusalem	crying,	crossing	the	Kidron	brook
and	going	to	the	Mount	of	Olives.	Stones	were	thrown	at	him,	and	he	was
cursed,	 “Come	 out!	Come	 out!	You	 bloodthirsty	man,	 you	 rogue!”	But
the	king’s	message	went	to	all	the	tribes,	“You	are	my	bone	and	my	flesh.
Why	then	are	you	the	last	to	bring	back	the	king?”	and	the	king	returned
(2Samuel	19:15).

The	prophecies	 (in	Daniel	7:25-27	and	12:7,11)	 relate	 to	 the	 time	of	 the	Great
Tribulation.

You	can	find	these	texts	also	elsewhere	in	this	book.



Part	of	 the	prophecies	in	the	book	of	Daniel	have	been	fulfilled.	No	doubt,	 the
other	part	will	still	come	to	fulfillment.	God	always	lives	up	to	His	Word.	He	is
reliable.	According	to	the	LORD,	part	of	His	prophecies	is	eternal.	For	example,
the	covenant	with	Abraham	is	eternal,	as	is	the	New	Covenant.	The	promises	to
King	David	concerning	his	everlasting	kingship	are	also	eternal.



48	Israel	has	broken	the	covenant
with	God
Israel	 has	 broken	 the	 covenant	 due	 to	 constant	 disobedience	 to	 God’s
commandments.

It	 all	 started	 with	 King	 Solomon,	 and	 continued	 among	 his	 successors	 and
subjects:	the	people	worshipped	idols	and	left	the	God	of	their	fathers	Abraham,
Isaac	and	Jacob,	and	David.

Although	 God	 sent	 prophets	 to	 summon	His	 people	 to	 repent,	 to	 return,	 they
persisted	 in	 their	 sins	and	 in	serving	 idols.	 It	 is	moving	 to	see	how	 the	LORD
tried	to	get	His	people	back	to	Him,	by	way	of	His	prophets:

Isaiah	24:5	The	 earth	 is	 also	 defiled	 under	 its	 inhabitants,	 because	 they	 have
transgressed	the	laws,	changed	the	ordinance,	broken	the	everlasting	covenant.

Jeremiah	2:13	“For	My	people	have	committed	 two	evils:	They	have	forsaken
Me,	the	fountain	of	living	waters,	and	hewn	themselves	cisterns—broken	cisterns
that	can	hold	no	water.”

Jeremiah	2:21	“Yet	 I	had	planted	you	a	noble	 vine,	a	 seed	of	highest	quality.
How	 then	 have	 you	 turned	 before	 Me	 Into	 the	 degenerate	 plant	 of	 an	 alien
vine?”

Jeremiah	 11:10	“They	 have	 turned	 back	 to	 the	 iniquities	 of	 their	 forefathers
who	 refused	 to	 hear	My	words,	 and	 they	 have	 gone	 after	 other	 gods	 to	 serve
them;	 the	 house	 of	 Israel	 and	 the	 house	 of	 Judah	 have	 broken	 My	 covenant
which	I	made	with	their	fathers.”

Jeremiah	 22:9	 “Then	 they	 will	 answer,	 ‘Because	 they	 have	 forsaken	 the
covenant	of	the	LORD	their	God,	and	worshiped	other	gods	and	served	them.’”

See	also	Isaiah	28:15,	18-20;	Jeremiah	1:15;	Jeremiah	2:7;	Jeremiah	2:21-
37;	Jeremiah	8:13.

The	 sins,	 committed	by	 Israel	 and	 listed	by	 the	prophet	Ezekiel,	 surpassed	 the
sins	of	Sodom	and	of	the	nearby	peoples.	Thus	the	people	disgraced	the	LORD.
Sodom’s	 sins	were	 so	 atrocious	 that	 at	 some	 time	God	 destroyed	 the	 cities	 of
Sodom	 and	 Gomorrah,	 with	 their	 inhabitants.	 The	 fact	 that	 Israel	 was	 not



destroyed,	indicates	God’s	great	love	for	His	people,	and	His	great	patience	and
long-suffering.

As	a	punishment	however,	God	did	scatter	 Israel	among	 the	nations.	Currently
we	 see	how	He	 is	bringing	His	people	back	 to	 the	Promised	Land,	 for	God	 is
faithful	 to	 His	 promises.	 This	 return	 however,	 is	 still	 done	 under	 His	 wrath.
Israel	still	commits	sins	that	verge	on	the	sins	described	by	Ezekiel.	Just	think	of
the	killing	of	unborn	children	in	the	mother’s	womb,	and	the	permission	to	have
gay	parades	in	Jerusalem.	The	LORD	also	hates	the	many	divorces	taking	place.

Ezekiel	16:14	“Your	fame	went	out	among	the	nations	because	of	your	beauty,
for	it	was	perfect	through	My	splendor	which	I	had	bestowed	on	you,”	says	the
Lord	GOD.	15	But	you	trusted	in	your	own	beauty,	played	the	harlot	because	of
your	 fame,	 and	 poured	 out	 your	 harlotry	 on	 everyone	 passing	 by	 who	 would
have	it.”	(…)	48	“As	I	live,”	says	the	Lord	GOD,	“neither	your	sister	Sodom	nor
her	daughters	 have	done	as	 you	and	 your	daughters	have	done.	 49	Look,	 this
was	the	iniquity	of	your	sister	Sodom:	She	and	her	daughter	had	pride,	fullness
of	 food,	and	abundance	of	 idleness;	neither	did	she	strengthen	 the	hand	of	 the
poor	and	needy.	50	And	 they	were	haughty	and	committed	abomination	before
Me;	 therefore	 I	 took	 them	 away	 as	 I	 saw	 fit.”	 (…)	 59	For	 thus	 says	 the	 Lord
GOD:	 “I	 will	 deal	 with	 you	 as	 you	 have	 done,	 who	 despised	 the	 oath	 by
breaking	the	covenant.	60	Nevertheless	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	you	in
the	days	of	your	youth,	and	I	will	establish	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you.	61
Then	 you	 will	 remember	 your	 ways	 and	 be	 ashamed,	 when	 you	 receive	 your
older	and	your	younger	sisters;	for	I	will	give	them	to	you	for	daughters,	but	not
because	of	My	covenant	with	you.	62	And	I	will	establish	My	covenant	with	you.
Then	 you	 shall	 know	 that	 I	 am	 the	LORD,	63	 that	 you	may	 remember	and	be
ashamed,	and	never	open	your	mouth	anymore	because	of	your	shame,	when	I
provide	you	an	atonement	for	all	you	have	done,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Malachi	 2:14	Yet	 you	 say,	 “For	what	 reason?”	 Because	 the	 LORD	 has	 been
witness	 between	 you	 and	 the	 wife	 of	 your	 youth,	 with	 whom	 you	 have	 dealt
treacherously;	yet	she	is	your	companion	and	your	wife	by	covenant.	15	But	did
He	not	make	them	one,	having	a	remnant	of	the	Spirit?	And	why	one?	He	seeks
godly	 offspring.	 Therefore	 take	 heed	 to	 your	 spirit,	 and	 let	 none	 deal
treacherously	with	the	wife	of	his	youth.16	For	the	LORD	God	of	Israel	says	that
He	hates	divorce,	for	it	covers	one’s	garment	with	violence,”	says	the	LORD	of
hosts.	“Therefore	take	heed	to	your	spirit,	that	you	do	not	deal	treacherously.”



See	also	Ezekiel	16:16-47,	51-52;	Ezekiel	44:7;	Hosea	8:3-4.



49.	From	His	side,	God	will	not	break
the	covenant
Although	Israel	has	been	disloyal	to	the	God	of	the	covenant	and	has	broken	the
covenant	by	serving	other	gods,	the	LORD	remains	faithful	to	the	promises	He
made	to	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.	It	is	an	everlasting	covenant,	and	the	LORD
has	no	intention	of	nullifying	it.	Time	and	again,	the	LORD	makes	this	clear	in
the	 Psalms,	 and	 through	 the	 prophets	 Isaiah,	 Jeremiah	 and	 Ezekiel.	 That
covenant	 is	 still	 valid,	 also	 today	 in	2013.	Although	 the	majority	of	 Israel	 has
rejected	the	LORD,	He	Himself	has	not	rejected	His	people.	His	covenant	with
Abraham,	 Isaac	 and	 Jacob	 will	 be	 valid	 for	 all	 eternity.	 The	 Sinai	 Covenant,
however,	 will	 be	 replaced	 by	 a	 New	 Covenant—a	 covenant	 based	 on	 the
sacrifice/blood	of	the	Messiah.

The	people	must	be	subjected	to	the	chastisements	the	LORD	has	promised,	but
there	will	always	be	a	remnant.	In	the	end,	the	remnant	will	start	asking	for	the
LORD	again,	and	start	serving	Him.	I	will	go	into	this	later.

Psalm	89:31	If	 they	break	My	statutes	and	do	not	keep	My	commandments,	32
then	I	will	punish	their	transgression	with	the	rod,	and	their	iniquity	with	stripes.
33	Nevertheless	My	lovingkindness	I	will	not	utterly	take	from	him,	nor	allow	My
faithfulness	to	fail.	34	My	covenant	I	will	not	break,	nor	alter	the	word	that	has
gone	 out	 of	My	 lips.	 35	 Once	 I	 have	 sworn	 by	My	 holiness;	 I	 will	 not	 lie	 to
David.

Isaiah	54:10	“For	the	mountains	shall	depart	and	the	hills	be	removed,	but	My
kindness	 shall	 not	 depart	 from	 you,	 nor	 shall	 My	 covenant	 of	 peace	 be
removed,”	says	the	LORD,	who	has	mercy	on	you.

Jeremiah	33:20	“Thus	says	the	LORD:	‘If	you	can	break	My	covenant	with	the
day	and	My	covenant	with	the	night,	so	that	 there	will	not	be	day	and	night	 in
their	season,	21	then	My	covenant	may	also	be	broken	with	David	My	servant,
so	that	he	shall	not	have	a	son	to	reign	on	his	throne,	and	with	the	Levites,	the
priests,	My	ministers.	22	As	the	host	of	heaven	cannot	be	numbered,	nor	the	sand
of	the	sea	measured,	so	will	I	multiply	the	descendants	of	David	My	servant	and
the	Levites	who	minister	to	Me.’”

Jeremiah	33:23	Moreover	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	Jeremiah,	saying,	24



“Have	 you	 not	 considered	 what	 these	 people	 have	 spoken,	 saying,	 ‘The	 two
families	 which	 the	 LORD	 has	 chosen,	 He	 has	 also	 cast	 them	 off’?	 Thus	 they
have	despised	My	people,	as	if	they	should	no	more	be	a	nation	before	them.	25
Thus	says	the	LORD:	‘If	My	covenant	is	not	with	day	and	night,	and	if	I	have	not
appointed	 the	 ordinances	 of	 heaven	 and	 earth,	 26	 then	 I	 will	 cast	 away	 the
descendants	of	Jacob	and	David	My	servant,	 so	 that	 I	will	not	 take	any	of	his
descendants	 to	 be	 rulers	 over	 the	 descendants	 of	 Abraham,	 Isaac,	 and	 Jacob.
For	I	will	cause	their	captives	to	return,	and	will	have	mercy	on	them.’”

Ezekiel	16:60	“Nevertheless	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	you	in	the	days
of	your	youth,	and	I	will	establish	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you.	61	Then	you
will	 remember	 your	 ways	 and	 be	 ashamed,	 when	 you	 receive	 your	 older	 and
your	younger	sisters;	for	I	will	give	them	to	you	for	daughters,	but	not	because
of	My	covenant	with	you.	62	And	 I	will	 establish	My	covenant	with	you.	Then
you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,	63	that	you	may	remember	and	be	ashamed,
and	never	open	your	mouth	anymore	because	of	your	shame,	when	I	provide	you
an	atonement	for	all	you	have	done,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Daniel	9:4	And	I	prayed	to	the	LORD	my	God,	and	made	confession,	and	said,
“O	 Lord,	 great	 and	 awesome	 God,	 who	 keeps	 His	 covenant	 and	 mercy	 with
those	who	love	Him,	and	with	those	who	keep	His	commandments.”



50.	God’s	promise	for	a	new	covenant
Despite	 the	 fact	 that	 Israel	 has	 broken	 the	 covenant,	 God	 is	 faithful	 to	 His
covenant	with	Abraham.	 In	His	 goodness	He	 promises	 a	New	Covenant.	 The
prophets	 Isaiah,	 Jeremiah	 and	 Ezekiel	 prophesied	 of	 this.	 The	 New	 Covenant
will	be	an	everlasting	covenant,	a	covenant	of	peace.	Israel	will	be	ashamed	of
having	broken	the	Old	Covenant.	God	will	then	write	His	law	on	their	hearts.	He
will	marry	Israel	again,	and	He	will	be	their	God,	and	they	will	be	His	people.
The	LORD	will	do	good	to	them.	No	longer	will	they	follow	other	gods.	Among
the	 other	 nations,	 it	 will	 be	 seen	 and	 recognized	 that	 the	 LORD	 has	 blessed
them,	that	God	is	with	them.	This	New	Covenant	is	the	covenant	in	the	blood	of
the	Messiah	Jesus.	It	took	effect	after	the	Messiah’s	finished	work.	But	this	New
Covenant	will	 fully	 flourish	 for	 Israel	 during	 the	Millennium.	And	 the	LORD
promises	He	will	place	His	sanctuary,	His	temple,	in	their	midst,	for	all	eternity.
And	the	Messiah	will	be	King	and	Priest	on	His	throne.

Isaiah	55:3	 Incline	 your	 ear,	 and	come	 to	Me.	Hear,	 and	 your	 soul	 shall	 live;
and	I	will	make	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you—the	sure	mercies	of	David.

Isaiah	61:8	“For	I,	the	LORD,	love	justice;	I	hate	robbery	for	burnt	offering;	I
will	direct	their	work	in	truth,	and	will	make	with	them	an	everlasting	covenant.
9	 Their	 descendants	 shall	 be	 known	 among	 the	 Gentiles,	 and	 their	 offspring
among	the	people.	All	who	see	them	shall	acknowledge	them,	 that	 they	are	the
posterity	whom	the	LORD	has	blessed.”

Jeremiah	 31:31	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 will
make	a	new	covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	and	with	the	house	of	Judah—	32
not	according	to	the	covenant	that	I	made	with	their	fathers	in	the	day	that	I	took
them	by	the	hand	to	lead	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	My	covenant	which	they
broke,	 though	 I	 was	 a	 husband	 to	 them,	 says	 the	 LORD.	 33	 But	 this	 is	 the
covenant	 that	 I	 will	 make	 with	 the	 house	 of	 Israel	 after	 those	 days,	 says	 the
LORD:	I	will	put	My	law	in	their	minds,	and	write	it	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will
be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.”

Jeremiah	32:40	‘And	I	will	make	an	everlasting	covenant	with	them,	that	I	will
not	 turn	away	 from	doing	 them	good;	but	 I	will	put	My	 fear	 in	 their	hearts	 so
that	 they	will	 not	 depart	 from	Me.	41	Yes,	 I	will	 rejoice	over	 them	 to	do	 them
good,	and	I	will	assuredly	plant	them	in	this	land,	with	all	My	heart	and	with	all
My	soul.’



With	 all	 His	 heart	 and	 all	 His	 soul,	 the	 LORD	 promises	 to	 plant	 the	 Jewish
nation	 once	more	 in	 the	 Promised	Land,	 a	 remarkable	 statement	 and	 promise.
Nowhere	else	in	His	Word	do	we	find	it.	Frequently	He	requires	that	Israel	serve
Him	with	all	their	heart	and	all	their	soul:

Ezekiel	37:26	“Moreover	I	will	make	a	covenant	of	peace	with	them,	and	it	shall
be	an	everlasting	covenant	with	 them;	I	will	establish	 them	and	multiply	 them,
and	I	will	set	My	sanctuary	in	their	midst	forevermore.”

See	also	Isaiah	59:21;	Jeremiah	50:5;	Ezekiel	16:60-62;	Ezekiel	34:25.



51.	Prophecies	on	the	Messiah’s	first
coming
The	Messiah	as	a	person

His	descent	from	Abraham,	Judah,	David	etc.,	Genesis	22:18.

He	lives	forever	and	ever,	Psalm	21:4.

He	is	the	Creator,	Isaiah	44:24;	compare	John	1:1-4.

The	Messiah’s	nature

He	is	the	Son	of	God,	Proverbs	30:4.

He	is	the	Lamb	of	God,	Isaiah	53:7.

He	is	the	Son	of	man,	Daniel	7:13-14.

The	Messiah’s	appearance

His	coming	foretold,	Isaiah	9:5-6.

His	place	of	birth,	Micah	5:2.

The	Messiah’s	offices

His	prophetic	office,	Jeremiah	28:9.

His	priestly	office,	Zechariah	6:12-13.

His	kingly	office,	Zechariah	9:9.

He	is	the	Redeemer,	Isaiah	63:1-6.

He	is	the	Savior,	Isaiah	25:9.

He	is	the	Deliverer,	Psalm	72:12-13.

He	is	the	Judge,	Zechariah	3:1-10.

The	Messiah’s	ministry

He	will	also	be	the	Messiah	for	the	Gentiles,	Isaiah	49:6.

He	will	make	a	new	covenant,	Isaiah	55:3.



He	will	forgive	the	sins,	Isaiah	55:7;	compare	Luke	7:49.

He	will	convert	His	people,	Malachi	4:5-6;	compare	Luke	1:16-17.

He	will	fulfill	God’s	law,	Isaiah	42:4.

He	will	bring	glad	tidings,	Isaiah	9:1-3.

The	Messiah’s	suffering	and	death

His	death	foretold,	Daniel	9:25-26.

His	rejection	foretold,	Psalm118:22.

His	suffering	foretold,	Psalm	22:1-19.

The	Messiah	will	not	be	believed,	Isaiah	53:1-2.

The	Messiah’s	resurrection	and	ascension

The	resurrection	foretold,	Psalm	49:16.

The	ascension	foretold,	Psalm	47:6.

The	Holy	Spirit’s	descent	foretold

The	Messiah	will	see	much	fruit,	Isaiah	61:11;	Psalm	72:11.

The	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Isaiah	57:15;	Joel	2:28-29.

For	 further	 details,	 please	 see	 the	 book	 “The	 Messiah	 Revealed	 in	 the	 Holy
Scriptures”	written	by	the	same	author,	published	by	Boaz	Multi	Media	(2009).

Meaning	of	the	word	‘Branch’

The	word	‘Branch’	refers	to	the	Messiah.	Isaiah	also	uses	the	word	‘Rod’	which
has	the	same	meaning.	The	prophets	Isaiah,	Jeremiah	and	Zechariah	render,	each
in	his	own	way,	who	this	Branch	is	and	what	His	work	will	be.

Isaiah	speaks	about	His	glory	and	fruit	for	the	elect	in	Israel,	for	the	remaining
people.

According	 to	 Jeremiah,	 He	 will	 be	 King	 on	 earth	 and	 restore	 right	 and
righteousness.	This	clearly	points	to	the	Millennium.

Zechariah	speaks	about	His	Kingship	and	Priesthood	and	about	the	fact	that	He
will	build	the	temple	of	the	LORD.



Isaiah	4:2	In	that	day	the	Branch	of	the	LORD	shall	be	beautiful	and	glorious;
and	the	fruit	of	the	earth	shall	be	excellent	and	appealing	for	those	of	Israel	who
have	escaped.

Isaiah	11:1	There	shall	come	forth	a	Rod	from	the	stem	of	Jesse,	and	a	Branch
shall	grow	out	of	his	roots.

Jeremiah	 23:5	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 I	 will
raise	 to	David	a	Branch	of	righteousness;	a	King	shall	reign	and	prosper,	and
execute	 judgment	 and	 righteousness	 in	 the	 earth.	 6	 In	His	 days	 Judah	will	 be
saved,	and	 Israel	will	 dwell	 safely;	now	 this	 is	His	name	by	which	He	will	be
called:	THE	LORD	OUR	RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Jeremiah	33:15	‘In	those	days	and	at	that	time	I	will	cause	to	grow	up	to	David
a	Branch	of	righteousness;	He	shall	execute	judgment	and	righteousness	in	the
earth.	16	In	those	days	Judah	will	be	saved,	and	Jerusalem	will	dwell	safely.	And
this	 is	 the	 name	 by	 which	 she	 will	 be	 called:	 THE	 LORD	 OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.’	17	For	thus	says	the	LORD:	‘David	shall	never	lack	a	man
to	sit	on	the	throne	of	the	house	of	Israel.’

Zechariah	3:8	‘Hear,	O	Joshua,	the	high	priest,	you	and	your	companions	who
sit	before	you,	for	they	are	a	wondrous	sign;	for	behold,	I	am	bringing	forth	My
Servant	the	BRANCH.’

Zechariah	 6:12	 Then	 speak	 to	 him,	 saying,	 ‘Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts,
saying:	 “Behold,	 the	 Man	 whose	 name	 is	 the	 BRANCH!	 From	 His	 place	 He
shall	branch	out,	and	He	shall	build	the	temple	of	 the	LORD;	13	yes,	He	shall
build	the	temple	of	the	LORD.	He	shall	bear	the	glory,	and	shall	sit	and	rule	on
His	throne;	so	He	shall	be	a	priest	on	His	throne,	and	the	counsel	of	peace	shall
be	between	them	both.”’



Part	2



Coming	of	the	
Messiah	-	

Founding	of	the	state	of	Israel



52	The	coming	of	the	Messiah	Jesus	-
Yeshua	Hamashia
With	 the	 coming	 of	 the	Messiah,	 the	 promises	 are	 fulfilled	 that	 God	made	 to
Israel,	 for	 example,	 to	 Abraham	 and	 David.	 God’s	 promises	 to	 Abraham,
however,	will	 be	 a	 blessing	 to	 the	 nations	 as	well.	 Rabbi	Maimonides	 uttered
various	 statements	 about	 the	 coming	Messiah.	 In	 Iggeret	Teman,	 he	wrote:	 ‘A
man	 will	 rise	 up,	 unknown	 to	 that	 time.	 He	 will	 perform	 signs	 and	 wonders
which	will	be	the	proofs	of	his	true	origin.’	There	is	no	doubt	about	it	that	this
refers	 to	 the	Messiah	 Jesus.	 However,	 it	 is	 confusing	 that	 in	 another	 writing,
Mishneh	Torah,	Hilchos	Melachim	11:3,	Maimonides	states	that	one	should	not
take	 for	 granted	 that	 the	Messianic	 king	 must	 do	 signs	 and	 wonders	 such	 as
creating	new	creatures	on	earth,	or	raising	the	dead	or	similar	(wondrous)	acts.

For	 this	 reason,	 many	 rabbis	 have	 problems	 with	 Maimonides’	 statements.
Maimonides,	however,	made	another	remark	about	the	recognition	of	the	coming
Messiah	which	 serves	 as	 a	 guideline	 for	many	 Jews:	 “If	 a	 king	 rises	 from	 the
house	 of	 David,	 studying	 the	 Torah	 and	 occupying	 himself	 with	 the	 mitzvos
(commandments)	 as	 they	 are	 recorded	 in	 the	 written	 and	 oral	 Torah	 (like	 his
forefather	David)	and	forcing	all	of	Israel	to	walk	in	the	ways	of	the	Torah,	then
one	may	assume	He	 is	 the	Messiah.	 If	He	 successfully	meets	 these	 conditions
and	 rebuilds	 the	 temple	 in	 the	 right	 place	 and	 gathers	 the	 scattered	 people	 of
Israel,	then	He	is	the	Messiah	for	certain.”

Rabbi	Rashi	declared	that,	in	his	opinion,	the	third	temple	would	not	be	built	by
the	Messiah,	 but	would	 descend	directly	 from	heaven.	Probably	 this	 rabbi	 has
had	a	look	at,	or	read,	the	book	of	Revelation.

Many	rabbis	take	it	 that	there	are	two	Messiahs:	1)	Messiah	the	son	of	Joseph,
and	2)	Messiah	the	son	of	David.	The	Messiah	ben	Joseph	will	wage	war	against
Rome	and	die	in	battle.	According	to	some	rabbis,	he	will	be	killed	in	the	battle
against	Gog	and	Magog.	After	this,	the	Jews	will	flee	to	the	wilderness	and	weep
there	with	grief	for	forty-one	days	because	of	the	Messiah’s	death.	This	weeping
is	described	in:

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,



and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.	11	In	that	day	there	shall	be	a
great	mourning	in	Jerusalem,	like	the	mourning	at	Hadad	Rimmon	in	the	plain
of	Megiddo.”

But	the	Messiah	ben	Joseph	will	rise	from	the	grave.	The	Messiah	son	of	David
and	Elijah,	 the	prophet,	will	make	 the	Messiah	ben	Joseph	 rise	 from	 the	dead.
According	 to	 some	 rabbis,	 the	 Jews	will	believe	 in	 the	Messiah	of	David	only
after	 the	Messiah	ben	Joseph	has	been	raised	from	the	dead.	Reading	 this,	you
would	 think	 these	 rabbis	 possess	 fragments	 of	 the	 truth.	 If	 only	 they	 would
believe	that	Messiah	ben	Joseph	is	the	same	as	Messiah	ben	David!

Romans	 15:8	 Now	 I	 say	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 has	 become	 a	 servant	 to	 the
circumcision	for	the	truth	of	God,	to	confirm	the	promises	made	to	the	fathers,	9
and	that	the	Gentiles	might	glorify	God	for	His	mercy,	as	it	is	written:	“For	this
reason	I	will	confess	to	You	among	the	Gentiles,	and	sing	to	Your	name.”

The	coming	of	the	King	and	His	kingdom	was	Israel’s	hope.	This	is	beautifully
rendered	 in	 the	 following	 songs	 of	 praise	 on	 the	 occasion	 of	 the	 birth	 of	 the
Messiah	Jesus.

Zacharias’	prophetic	song

Luke	1:68	“Blessed	is	the	Lord	God	of	Israel,	for	He	has	visited	and	redeemed
His	people,	69	and	has	raised	up	a	horn	of	salvation	for	us	in	the	house	of	His
servant	David,	70	as	He	spoke	by	the	mouth	of	His	holy	prophets,	who	have	been
since	the	world	began,	71	that	we	should	be	saved	from	our	enemies	and	from
the	hand	of	all	who	hate	us,	72	to	perform	the	mercy	promised	to	our	fathers	and
to	 remember	 His	 holy	 covenant,	 73	 the	 oath	 which	 He	 swore	 to	 our	 father
Abraham:	74	To	grant	us	that	we,	being	delivered	from	the	hand	of	our	enemies,
might	 serve	Him	without	 fear,	75	 in	holiness	and	righteousness	before	Him	all
the	days	of	our	life.”

Mary’s	prophetic	song

Luke	1:49	“For	He	who	is	mighty	has	done	great	things	for	me,	and	holy	is	His
name.	 50	 And	 His	 mercy	 is	 on	 those	 who	 fear	 Him	 from	 generation	 to
generation.	51	He	has	shown	strength	with	His	arm;	He	has	scattered	the	proud
in	 the	 imagination	 of	 their	 hearts.	 52	He	 has	 put	 down	 the	mighty	 from	 their
thrones,	and	exalted	the	lowly.	53	He	has	filled	the	hungry	with	good	things,	and
the	 rich	 He	 has	 sent	 away	 empty.	 54	 He	 has	 helped	 His	 servant	 Israel,	 in
remembrance	of	His	mercy,	55	as	He	spoke	to	our	fathers,	to	Abraham	and	to	his



seed	forever.”

(Compare	Isaiah	52:10;	Psalm	98:3;	Psalm	105:6-10.)

Simeon’s	Song

Luke	2:25	And	behold,	there	was	a	man	in	Jerusalem	whose	name	was	Simeon,
and	this	man	was	just	and	devout,	waiting	for	the	Consolation	of	Israel	1),	and
the	Holy	Spirit	was	upon	him.	26	And	it	had	been	revealed	to	him	by	the	Holy
Spirit	that	he	would	not	see	death	before	he	had	seen	the	Lord’s	Christ.	27	So	he
came	by	 the	Spirit	 into	 the	 temple.	And	when	 the	parents	brought	 in	 the	Child
Jesus,	to	do	for	Him	according	to	the	custom	of	the	law,	28	he	took	Him	up	in	his
arms	and	blessed	God	and	said:

29	“Lord,	now	You	are	letting	Your	servant	depart	 in	peace,	according	to	Your
word;	 30	 for	 my	 eyes	 have	 seen	 Your	 salvation	 31	 which	 You	 have	 prepared
before	the	face	of	all	peoples,	32	a	light	to	bring	revelation	to	the	Gentiles,	and
the	glory	of	Your	people	Israel.”
An	indication	of	the	promised	Messianic	kingdom	(Isaiah	40	and	61).

Anna,	the	prophetess

Luke	2:36	Now	there	was	one,	Anna,	a	prophetess,	the	daughter	of	Phanuel,	of
the	tribe	of	Asher.	She	was	of	a	great	age,	and	had	lived	with	a	husband	seven
years	 from	her	virginity;	37	and	this	woman	was	a	widow	of	about	eighty-four
years,	 who	 did	 not	 depart	 from	 the	 temple,	 but	 served	God	 with	 fastings	 and
prayers	 night	 and	 day.	 38	 And	 coming	 in	 that	 instant	 she	 gave	 thanks	 to	 the
Lord,	and	spoke	of	Him	to	all	those	who	looked	for	redemption	in	Jerusalem.

John	the	Baptist

Matthew	11:2	And	when	John	had	heard	in	prison	about	the	works	of	Christ,	he
sent	two	of	his	disciples	3	and	said	to	Him,	“Are	You	the	Coming	One,	or	do	we
look	 for	another?”	4	Jesus	answered	and	 said	 to	 them,	“Go	and	 tell	 John	 the
things	which	you	hear	and	see:5	The	blind	see	and	the	lame	walk;	the	lepers	are
cleansed	and	the	deaf	hear;	the	dead	are	raised	up	and	the	poor	have	the	gospel
preached	to	them.”

The	men	travelling	to	Emmaus

Luke	 24:21	 “But	 we	 were	 hoping	 that	 it	 was	 He	 who	 was	 going	 to	 redeem
Israel.	 Indeed,	 besides	 all	 this,	 today	 is	 the	 third	 day	 since	 these	 things



happened.”



53.	Who	is	the	Messiah	and	what	is
He	like?
For	an	answer	to	these	questions,	we	turn	to	the	NT	book	of	Hebrews,	Chapters
1	and	2,	where	presumably	the	apostle	Paul	says	the	following	about	the	Messiah
Jesus:

Hebrews	1:2	(God)	has	in	these	last	days	spoken	to	us	by	His	Son,	whom	He	has
appointed	 heir	 of	 all	 things,	 through	 whom	 also	 He	 made	 the	 worlds;	 3	 who
being	 the	 brightness	 of	 His	 glory	 and	 the	 express	 image	 of	 His	 person,	 and
upholding	all	things	by	the	word	of	His	power,	when	He	had	by	Himself	purged
our	sins,	sat	down	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Majesty	on	high,	4	having	become	so
much	better	than	the	angels,	as	He	has	by	inheritance	obtained	a	more	excellent
name	than	they.

Hebrews	1:8	But	to	the	Son	He	says:	“Your	throne,	O	God,	is	forever	and	ever;	a
scepter	 of	 righteousness	 is	 the	 scepter	 of	 Your	 Kingdom.	 9	 You	 have	 loved
righteousness	and	hated	lawlessness;	therefore	God,	Your	God,	has	anointed	You
with	the	oil	of	gladness	more	than	Your	companions.”

The	Messiah	is	the	Son	of	God	and	thus	is	divine

Repeatedly,	 this	 has	 given	 rise	 to	 extensive	 discussions	 among	 Jews	 and
Gentiles:	 is	 the	Messiah	divine	or	 is	He	simply	a	human	being?	This	concerns
specifically	 the	 rights	 that	 Jesus	 of	 Nazareth	 claimed.	 Some	 of	 the	 greatest
Jewish	 persons	 believed	 in	 His	 divinity.	 The	 Jewish	 statesman	 and	 Prime
Minister	of	England,	Benjamin	Disraeli	(1804-1881),	said,	“Who	can	deny	that
Jesus	of	Nazareth,	the	incarnate	Son	of	the	most	High	God,	is	the	eternal	glory
of	the	Jewish	race?”

Sholem	Ash	(1880-1957)	confessed,	“Jesus	Christ	is	the	outstanding	personality
of	all	time,	both	as	Son	of	God	and	as	Son	of	man.	(…)	Every	act	and	word	of
Jesus	 has	 value	 for	 all	 of	 us.	And	 that’s	 something	 that	 cannot	 be	 said	 of	 any
other	person,	whether	dead	or	alive.”

Some	orthodox	Jews	will	consider	this	proposition	blasphemous.

They	 point	 to	 the	 Shema,	 “Hear,	 O	 Israel:	 the	 LORD	 our	 God,	 the	 LORD	 is
one!”	(Deuteronomy	6:4).



Yet,	 most	 remarkable	 is	 the	 explanation	 given	 by	 one	 of	 the	 famous	 Jewish
philosophers,	Rabbi	Simeon	Ben	Yochai	(2nd	century)	who	asked	in	the	Zohar:
“Why	is	there	need	of	mentioning	the	Name	of	God	three	times	in	this	verse?”,
and	he	answered:	“The	first	YHWH	is	the	Father,	the	second	is	the	stem	of	Jesse,
the	Messiah,	who	is	to	come	from	Jesse’s	stem,	through	David.	And	the	third	is
the	way	that	is	below	(meaning	the	Holy	Spirit	who	guides	us),	and	these	three
are	one.”

This	 rabbi	 continues,	 “They	 are	 really	 one,	 and	 are	 called	 one.	 But	 there	 are
three	names,	how	 then	can	They	be	one?	Only	 through	 revelation	by	 the	Holy
Spirit	can	it	be	known	that	They	are	one	(seeing	with	closed	eyes).”	1)

Rashi	 (1040-1105),	 the	 founder	 of	 the	 modern	 school	 of	 rabbinic	 exegesis,
commented	on	 Isaiah	7:14:	“This	means	 that	our	Creator	will	be	with	us.	And
this	is	the	sign:	The	one	conceiving	will	be	a	girl	(virgin,	“naarah”)	who	never	in
her	life	had	intercourse	with	a	man.”

Rabbi	Abba	Bar	Kahana	(end	3rd	century)	answered	the	question,	“What	is	the
name	of	King	Messiah?”	as	follows:	“YHWH	is	His	Name,	for	it	is	written:	This
is	the	Name	with	which	one	will	call	Him:	JHWH	Our	Righteousness.”	(Midrash
Echa,	1:51)

In	 the	Babylonian	 Talmud,	 Sukkah	 52,	we	 read:	 “Our	 rabbis	 have	 taught,	 the
Holy	One,	 praised	 be	 His	 Name,	 will	 say	 to	Messiah	 ben	David,	may	He	 be
revealed	soon	in	our	days:	‘Ask	of	Me,	and	I	will	give	You	the	nations	for	Your
inheritance,	 and	 the	 ends	 of	 the	 earth	 for	 Your	 possession.’	 (Psalm	 2:8).	 Of
Whom	it	is	said:	‘I	will	declare	the	decree:	The	LORD	has	said	to	Me,	“You	are
My	Son,	today	I	have	begotten	You.”’	(Psalm	2:7).

At	 a	 certain	 moment,	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 asked	 the	 Pharisees	 whose	 Son	 the
Messiah	is	(Matthew	22:41-46).	They	answered,	‘The	Son	of	David.’	Then	Jesus
asked	them,	‘How	then	does	David	in	the	Spirit	call	him	“Lord”?	If	David	called
Him	“Lord”,	how	then	is	He	His	Son?’

Psalm	110:1	The	LORD	said	to	my	Lord,	“Sit	at	My	right	hand,	till	I	make	Your
enemies	Your	footstool.”

The	Pharisees	kept	silent.

How	 can	 we	 then	 prove	 the	 divinity	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus?	 Puritan	 William
Huntington	answered	this	question	as	follows,	“The	only	way	to	prove	Christ’s



divinity	is	to	go	to	Him	when	overwhelmed	with	guilt	and	horror,	and	to	pray	to
Him	as	the	eternal	God;	and,	if	He	appears	to	honor	our	faith	and	to	answer	our
prayers,	 and	 delivers	 us	 from	 the	wrath	 of	God,	 the	 guilt	 of	 sin,	 the	 power	 of
Satan,	the	fear	of	death,	the	curse	of	the	law,	and	eternal	damnation,	and	blesses
us	with	pardon,	peace,	love,	and	liberty,	He	shall	be	the	eternal	God	of	our	soul’s
salvation,	though	Satan	be	the	god	of	this	unhallowed	world.”	Jesus	says	to	the
Jews	in:

Jesus	says	to	the	Jews	in

John	5:46	“For	if	you	believed	Moses,	you	would	believe	Me;	for	he	wrote	about
Me.

1.	 From	 the	 booklet	 “Do	 Christians	 worship	 Three	 Gods”	 by	 Leopold	 Cohen	 D.D.,	 Sar	 Shalom
Publications,	236	West	72	St.,	New	York.



54.	The	Kingdom	of	heaven
The	 Messiah	 Jesus	 came	 to	 re-establish	 the	 kingdom	 of	 Israel.	 The	 angel
Gabriel,	 in	 his	 annunciation	 of	 the	Messiah’s	 coming	 birth,	 also	mentions	 the
kingdom	He	will	establish,	when	he’s	talking	about	the	birth	of	the	Messiah	to
Mary:

Luke	1:32	“He	will	be	great,	and	will	be	called	the	Son	of	the	Highest;	and	the
Lord	God	will	 give	Him	 the	 throne	of	His	 father	David.	 33	And	He	will	 reign
over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	His	kingdom	there	will	be	no	end.”

Characteristics	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven

1.	 The	kingdom	of	heaven,	also	called	the	kingdom	of	God,	is	an	everlasting
kingdom.	By	way	of	 parables	 in	Matthew	 (Chapters	 13	 and	25)	 and	 in
Luke	 (Chapter	 13),	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 tells	 us	 what	 the	 kingdom	 of
heaven	is	like.	The	kingdom	of	heaven	comprises	an	earthly	kingdom	for
Israel,	and	a	heavenly	kingdom	for	the	Church,	the	Messiah’s	Body.	Only
through	 conversion	 and	 regeneration	 can	 one	 become	 a	 citizen	 of	 that
kingdom.	Think	of	Nebuchadnezzar’s	dream	about	 the	kingdoms	of	 the
earth.	 These	 are	 crushed	 by	 a	 stone	 (not	 hewn	 by	 human	 hands),	 after
which	the	stone	becomes	a	big	mountain	that	fills	the	entire	earth.	Daniel
explains	 this	 image	 in	Daniel	2:44,	“And	 in	 the	days	of	 these	kings	 the
God	of	heaven	will	set	up	a	kingdom	which	shall	never	be	destroyed;	and
the	kingdom	shall	not	be	left	to	other	people;	it	shall	break	in	pieces	and
consume	all	these	kingdoms,	and	it	shall	stand	forever.”	That	Matthew	is
talking	of	the	‘kingdom	of	heaven’,	whereas	the	other	evangelists	speak
about	 the	 ‘kingdom	 of	 God’,	 presumably	 deals	 with	 Hebrew	 idiom,
where	 heaven	 stands	 for	God.	 Just	 think	 of	 the	 parable	 of	 the	 lost	 son
where	the	younger	son	says,	“I	have	sinned	against	heaven	(God)	and	in
your	sight	(his	earthly	father).”

2.	 It	 is	a	message	for	Israel.	“These	twelve	Jesus	sent	out	and	commanded
them,	saying:	‘Do	not	go	into	the	way	of	the	Gentiles,	and	do	not	enter	a
city	 of	 the	 Samaritans.	 But	 go	 rather	 to	 the	 lost	 sheep	 of	 the	 house	 of
Israel.’”	(Matthew	10:5-6,	see	also	Matthew	15:24.)

3.	 Signs	accompanying	the	preaching	of	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom	are	sick
people	being	healed,	dead	people	being	raised,	lepers	being	cleansed,	and



evil	 spirits	being	cast	out.	They	are	 signs	 that	are	 indicated	 in	Hebrews
6:5	 as	 ‘the	 powers	 of	 the	 age	 to	 come’,	 i.e.	 the	 characteristics	 of	 the
Messianic	 kingdom	 that	 will	 announce	 the	 transition	 to	 the	 next	 age
(aioon).	See	among	other	things	the	description	of	that	time	in	Isaiah	11;
35:5-6;	65:19-25.

4.	 At	 the	 time,	 the	 gospel	 of	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 was	 not	 yet	 the
preaching	of	 the	crucified,	dead	and	risen	Christ,	since	the	disciples	did
not	yet	know	this	truth.	The	message	of	His	resurrection	seemed	to	them
like	idle	tales	(Luke	24:11):	“For	as	yet	they	did	not	know	the	Scripture,
that	He	must	rise	again	from	the	dead”	(John	20:9).

5.	 Repentance	was	 the	 condition	 for	 citizenship	 of	 the	 kingdom:	 “Repent,
for	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand!”

The	preaching	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven	(the	kingdom	of	God)

Matthew	4:17	From	 that	 time	Jesus	began	 to	preach	and	 to	 say,	“Repent,	 for
the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.”

Matthew	4:23	And	Jesus	went	about	all	Galilee,	teaching	in	their	synagogues,
preaching	 the	gospel	of	 the	kingdom,	and	healing	all	kinds	of	 sickness	and	all
kinds	of	disease	among	the	people.

Matthew	 5:3	 “Blessed	 are	 the	 poor	 in	 spirit,	 for	 theirs	 is	 the	 kingdom	 of
heaven.”

Matthew	5:10	“Blessed	are	 those	who	are	persecuted	 for	 righteousness’	 sake,
for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	(…)	19	Whoever	therefore	breaks	one	of	the
least	of	 these	commandments,	and	 teaches	men	 so,	 shall	be	called	 least	 in	 the
kingdom	of	heaven;	but	whoever	does	and	teaches	them,	he	shall	be	called	great
in	 the	 kingdom	of	heaven.	20	For	 I	 say	 to	 you,	 that	unless	 your	 righteousness
exceeds	 the	 righteousness	 of	 the	 scribes	 and	Pharisees,	 you	will	 by	 no	means
enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”

Matthew	8:11	“And	I	say	to	you	that	many	will	come	from	east	and	west,	and	sit
down	with	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	12	But	the	sons
of	the	kingdom	will	be	cast	out	into	outer	darkness.	There	will	be	weeping	and
gnashing	of	teeth.”

Matthew	10:5	These	twelve	Jesus	sent	out	and	commanded	them,	saying:	“Do



not	go	into	the	way	of	the	Gentiles,	and	do	not	enter	a	city	of	the	Samaritans.	6
But	go	rather	to	the	lost	sheep	of	the	house	of	Israel.	7	And	as	you	go,	preach,
saying,	‘The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.’	8	Heal	the	sick,	cleanse	the	lepers,
raise	the	dead,	cast	out	demons.	Freely	you	have	received,	freely	give.”

By	preaching	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	this	kingdom	had	come	very	close	to	the
people	of	Israel.	But	due	to	their	widespread	rejection	of	the	Messiah	Jesus,	the
kingdom	of	heaven	on	earth	 is	still	postponed	for	Israel,	and	 is	now	offered	 to
the	other	nations.

Who	may	enter	the	kingdom	of	God?

In	John	3,	Jesus	speaks	with	Nicodemus,	a	Pharisee,	about	entering	the	kingdom
of	God.	Who	may	enter?	Jesus	says	that	only	he	who	is	born	again	may	enter.	So
for	every	human	being,	it	is	of	vital	importance	to	be	born	again.	This	will	make
or	break	eternal	salvation	or	eternal	damnation.

In	view	of	the	importance	of	a	person	being	born	again,	we	may	assume	that	this
is	the	central	topic	of	the	Gospel	proclamation.	However,	when	we	put	our	ear	to
the	ground	with	respect	to	the	preaching	in	various	denominations	or	Churches,
we	are	afraid	 this	 topic	 is	no	 longer	considered,	or	 is	discussed	only	on	a	very
superficial	level,	in	the	assumption	that	a	person	will	be	born	again	once	he	has
come	to	faith	 in	God	or	has	confessed	his	faith	 in	public	or	has	been	baptized.
Several	 denominations	 assume	 a	 baptized	 child	 has	 been	 born	 again,	 unless
evidence	has	been	provided	to	the	contrary.	It	is	not	my	intention	to	list	here	the
many	 errors	 in	 this	 area.	 Let	 us	 bear	 in	 mind	 that	 the	 relapse	 in	 Church
membership	has	a	cause,	or	various	causes.

I	think	it’s	a	better	idea	to	make	clear	what	it	means	to	be	born	again,	and	how	a
person	can	know	whether	he/she	has	been	born	again.

The	apostle	Peter	indicates	very	briefly	how	a	person	is	born	again:

1	Peter	1:23	having	been	born	again,	not	of	corruptible	seed	but	incorruptible,
through	the	word	of	God	which	lives	and	abides	forever.

Comparing	natural	birth	and	spiritual	birth

The	complete	 renewal	of	 a	human	being	 is	 called	 regeneration,	 rebirth	or	new
birth—this	is	because	there	is	a	resemblance	between	natural	birth	and	spiritual
birth.



Natural	birth	is	a	secret,	as	is	spiritual	birth.

John	3:8	“The	wind	blows	where	 it	wishes,	 and	 you	hear	 the	 sound	of	 it,	 but
cannot	tell	where	it	comes	from	and	where	it	goes.	So	is	everyone	who	is	born	of
the	Spirit.”

The	work	of	the	Spirit	is	indeed	felt,	but	His	functioning	is	hidden.	A	child	isn’t
there	until	 it	has	been	conceived	and	born.	A	born-again	person	 is	made	alive,
from	having	been	dead.	It	is	not	the	healing	of	a	sick	person.

The	child	is	passive	in	its	creation,	as	is	a	child	of	God.

A	natural	 child	 comes	 into	 being	 from	 something	 very	 small.	A	 spiritual	 birth
can	also	come	into	being	from	something	very	small,	when	God	opens	a	person’s
heart	with	a	single	word.

There	 is	 a	 peculiar	 composition	 of	 parts	 in	 both	 births.	 In	 Psalm	 139:13,	 the
Psalmist	says	about	the	natural	birth	that	his	inward	parts	have	been	formed	and
that	he	was	covered	in	his	mother’s	womb.	In	the	spiritual	birth,	we	also	see	a
peculiar	merge	of	many	kinds	of	God’s	grace.

Both	births	give	rise	 to	new	relations:	The	child	will	get	a	 father,	a	born-again
person	may	call	God	his	Father.	When	growing	up,	 the	child	starts	 resembling
his	parents.	A	born-again	person	starts	resembling	the	Lord	Jesus.

Natural	birth	is	usually	accompanied	by	pain.	This	also	applies	to	spiritual	birth.
Pain	 and	 sorrow	 about	 sins	 committed	 are	 felt.	A	 person’s	 own	 ‘I’	 has	 to	 die.
That	is	not	always	easy;	it	may	at	times	be	very	difficult	and	painful.

A	born	again	person	will	show	a	complete	change	within,	since	God	has	made
him	into	a	completely	new	creature	(2	Corinthians	5:17.)

This	change	entails:

A	supernatural	change	worked	about	by	God:	John	3:6.

A	renewed	heart,	a	changed	will.

A	change	in	qualities	and	characteristics.

A	changed	nature;	a	person	shares	in	the	divine	nature	by	the	indwelling
of	the	Holy	Spirit.

A	transformation	into	God’s	image:	2Corinthians	3:18;	into	the	image	of



the	Son	of	God:	Galatians	4:19.

A	person	receives	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit:	Galatians	5:22.

It	is	an	imperfect	change.	The	born-again	person	keeps	his/her	old	nature
and	is	exhorted	to	keep	dead	to	sin:	Romans	6:11;	Colossians	3:5-10.

It	 is	a	permanent	change.	God’s	seed	remains	in	the	person	who	is	born
from	God.	He	who	keeps	His	commandments	abides	 in	Him	and	He	 in
him:	1John	3:24.

Further	particulars	about	the	consequences	of	regeneration:

All	spiritual	blessings	stated	in	Ephesians	1:3-14	are	imparted	to	them.

An	 enlightened	 mind	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 Those	 who	 used	 to	 be	 in
darkness	are	now	light	in	the	LORD:	Ephesians	5:8.

More	knowledge	of	God.

More	knowledge	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.

More	knowledge	of	oneself	and	one’s	own	sins.

Becoming	a	citizen	of	the	heaven;	this	causes	earthly	things	to	be	put	in
perspective,	 and	becoming	knowledgeable	of	 the	vanities	of	 this	world.
He	will	receive	eternal	life:	1John	5:10-13.

Due	 to	 his	 enlightened	 mind,	 a	 person	 receives	 more	 knowledge	 of
spiritual	matters.	God	will	teach	them	to	him:	John	6:45.

The	will	of	a	born-again	person	has	been	renewed.	The	LORD	has	volunteers	in
the	day	of	His	power:	Psalm	110:3.	The	renewal	of	the	will	leads	to:

God’s	working	both	to	will	and	to	do	for	His	good	pleasure:	Philippians	2:13.

•	The	will	having	been	cured	of	its	impotence	to	do	good.

•	A	certain	aversion	to	evil	is	worked	in	the	will.

•	An	inclination	to	good	is	received	in	the	will.

•	The	soul	has	been	made	fit	to	live	in	conformity	with	the	will	of	God.

•	 The	 LORD	will	 put	 His	 laws	 in	 their	 mind	 and	 write	 them	 on	 their	 hearts



(Hebrews	8:10).	It	is	a	‘salt	covenant’	of	the	LORD,	i.e.	an	everlasting	covenant.

Particulars	about	the	consequences	of	the	new	birth:

With	 the	 enlightened	 mind	 and	 the	 renewed	 will,	 the	 sinner	 is	 now	 able	 to
respond	 to	 the	call	of	 the	Gospel.	 Jesus,	 the	Messiah,	has	been	received	 in	 the
heart	 since	 the	 LORD	 has	 opened	 it.	 He	 has	 come	 in	 the	 soul	 through	 His
vivifying	 Spirit	 that	 gives	 spiritual	 life	 to	 a	 person—a	 person	who	 used	 to	 be
dead	in	and	through	sins.

The	heart	 that	used	to	be	directed	at	 itself,	 is	now	directed	at	God.	God
and	the	Lord	Jesus	now	hold	the	first	place	in	a	person’s	life.

He	 starts	 seeing	 the	 beauty	 and	 glory	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus:	 Song	 of
Solomon	5:16.

He	loves	God’s	Word	and	His	commandments.

He	loves	the	brothers	(and	sisters).

He	hates	the	sin	in	himself	and	in	others.

He	is	weighted	down	and	saddened	by	the	sins	that	he	keeps	doing—not
because	of	his	fear	of	God’s	wrath,	but	because	of	thus	saddening	God.

As	 a	 child	 of	 God,	 he	 loves	 God	 because	 of	 Himself:	 God	 has	 now
become	his	Father	through	the	Lord	Jesus’	mediation.

His	conscience	has	been	renewed;	it	has	been	enlightened	and	taught	by
Word	and	Spirit.	The	light	of	the	Spirit	detects	the	smallest	sins.

His	conscience	has	been	made	extremely	sensible	and	afraid	to	think	of
the	smallest	sins	and	do	them.

His	memory	 is	 cleared	 up	 and	 enlightened	 by	 the	Spirit.	A	 person	will
remember	 the	 smallest	 sins	 from	 the	 past	 and	 confess	 them	 before	 the
Lord.

His	renewed	memory	makes	him	think	of	God’s	commandments	and	do
them.	The	Word	of	God,	stored	in	heart	and	memory,	is	meant	to	make	a
person	resist	temptations	(Psalms	119:9-11;	Ephesians	6:11-18).

His	body	is	now	the	Lord’s,	having	become	the	temple	of	the	Holy	Spirit.
The	 eyes,	 through	 which	 sinful	 desires	 entered,	 are	 now	 meant	 to	 see



God’s	 great	works	 in	 nature	 and	 to	 read	God’s	Word.	 Ears	 and	 tongue
have	 also	 been	 made	 suitable	 to	 serve	 God	 (1Corinthians	 3:16;
1Corinthians	6:19-20).

He	now	seeks	the	company	of	God’s	children,	whereas	he	used	to	despise
them.

He	performs	his	work	 in	 a	 serious	 and	painstaking	manner.	Grace	does
not	just	make	good	people	in	general,	but	also	good	men,	good	women,
good	employers,	good	employees	and	good	subjects	of	a	country.

He	is	interested	in	the	progress	of	the	Gospel	in	his	place	of	residence,	his
country	 and	 in	 the	 world.	 Having	 been	 saved	 himself,	 he	 sympathizes
with	the	people	who	have	not	yet	been	saved.

Grace	teaches	to	use	all	the	conveniences	of	this	life	as	fleeting;	a	born-
again	person	displays	holy	moderation	in	everything.

He	will	get	a	hunger	for	eternal	things	in	his	heart—a	hunger	for	God,	for
the	Lord	Jesus,	for	God’s	Word	and	for	the	communion	of	the	saints.

Relationship	between	new	birth,	faith	and	repentance

In	the	NT,	both	John	the	Baptist	and	Jesus	called	upon	the	people	to	repent.	The
Lord	Jesus	spoke	about	the	necessity	of	being	born	again,	and	blesses	the	people
on	the	basis	of	their	faith.	Furthermore,	He	said	that	a	person	will	be	saved	once
he	believes	and	is	baptized.

The	question	arises:	If	a	person	believes	in	God	and	the	Lord	Jesus	and	has	been
baptized,	 is	 then	such	a	person	also	born	again	or	must	he	still	be	born	again?
The	Word	is	reliable.	This	means	that	faith,	repentance	and	new	birth	are	needed
for	salvation.

In	one	of	his	 letters,	 the	apostle	 John	states	 the	 relationship	between	believing
and	being	born	again:

1	 John	 5:1	Whoever	 believes	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Christ	 is	 born	 of	 God,	 and
everyone	who	loves	Him	who	begot	also	loves	him	who	is	begotten	of	Him.

This	text	shows	that	if	a	person	comes	to	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	he	is	born	of	God,
i.e.	 reborn.	 A	 person	 who	 has	 not	 yet	 been	 born	 again,	 is	 dead	 in	 sins.	 A
spiritually	 dead	 person	 cannot	 believe,	 cannot	 repent,	 and	 does	 not	 want	 to



repent.	It	is	through	the	vivifying	Spirit	of	God	that	a	person	seeks	God.	That	is
why	God	says	those	who	seek	will	live	(Psalm	69:32).

A	person	who	wants	to	be	saved,	must	start	seeking	God	and	believe,	and	must
repent	(Acts	26:18).	Once	he	confesses	his	sins,	he	is	born	again.	“For	it	is	God
who	works	 in	 you	 both	 to	will	 and	 to	 do	 for	His	 good	 pleasure”	 (Philippians
2:13).

However,	God	is	willing	to	give	this,	for	He	“desires	all	men	to	be	saved	and	to
come	to	the	knowledge	of	the	truth”	(1Timothy	2:4).	He	is	“not	willing	that	any
should	perish	but	that	all	should	come	to	repentance”	(2Peter	3:9).	For	“he	who
comes	 to	God	must	believe	 that	He	 is,	and	 that	He	 is	a	 rewarder	of	 those	who
diligently	seek	Him”	(Hebrews	11:6).

John	14:6	Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life.	No	one	comes
to	the	Father	except	through	Me.”

Ephesians	1:4	 just	as	He	chose	us	 in	Him	before	 the	 foundation	of	 the	world,
that	we	should	be	holy	and	without	blame	before	Him	in	love.



55.	Persevering	in	faith	-	victory	over
sin
Victory	and	perseverance	are	Biblical	principles,	inextricably	bound	up	with	true
faith—faith	 that	 is	 worked	 by	 the	 Spirit.	 Perseverance	 is	 also	 linked	 up	 with
obedience.	 He	 who	 perseveres	 is	 also	 obedient	 to	 God,	 keeps	 His
commandments	 and	 does	 what	 God	 desires.	 We	 see	 examples	 of	 this	 in	 the
Tanakh.	 Think	 of	 Enoch,	 Noah,	 Abraham,	 Moses	 and	 David.	 Other	 fine
examples	are	Joshua	and	Caleb,	two	of	the	spies	who	had	to	explore	the	land	of
Canaan.	 In	contrast	 to	 the	other	 ten	spies,	 Joshua	and	Caleb	believed	 that	God
would	 give	 them	 the	 victory.	Why	 did	 they	 believe	 this,	 and	 the	 others	 not?
Because	 they	 had	 received	 a	 different	 spirit	 and	 had	 persevered	 to	 follow,	 to
obey,	 the	 LORD.	 Later,	 they	were	 the	 only	 ones	 of	 over	 twenty	 years	 of	 age
when	 leaving	Egypt	who	were	allowed	 to	enter	 the	Promised	Land;	everybody
else	of	that	generation	died	in	the	wilderness.

Numbers	14:24	“But	My	servant	Caleb,	because	he	has	a	different	spirit	in	him
and	 has	 followed	Me	 fully,	 I	 will	 bring	 into	 the	 land	 where	 he	 went,	 and	 his
descendants	shall	inherit	it.”

Victory	is	not	evangelical	pride,	as	some	think,	although	it	is	possible.	Victory	is
a	biblical	theme,	a	truth	no	believer	can	get	around	and	can	do	without.

Augustine	 has	 said,	 “We	 should	 not	 become	 similar	 to	 Christ	 in	 performing
miracles,	but	 in	a	holy	 life.”	A	Christian	must	be	a	magnet	 and	a	diamond—a
magnet	to	draw	others	to	Christ	and	a	diamond	to	reflect	a	brilliant	radiance	of
holiness	in	his/her	life	(Thomas	Watson).

From	the	many	texts	that	are	related	to	the	victory	over	sin	and	satan,	it	clearly
appears	 that	 victory	 is	 important	 for	 the	 Christian	 life.	 However,	 Christians
cannot	 succeed	 on	 their	 own.	 Because	 of	 the	 indwelling	 Spirit,	 they	 can
persevere,	just	like	the	believers	in	the	Tanakh.

Romans	6:14	For	sin	shall	not	have	dominion	over	you,	for	you	are	not	under
law	but	under	grace.

Romans	8:37	Yet	in	all	these	things	we	are	more	than	conquerors	through	Him
who	loved	us.



Romans	12:21	Do	not	be	overcome	by	evil,	but	overcome	evil	with	good.

1Corinthians	15:56	The	sting	of	death	is	sin,	and	the	strength	of	sin	is	the	law.
57	But	thanks	be	to	God,	who	gives	us	the	victory	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.

2Peter	2:20	For	if,	after	they	have	escaped	the	pollutions	of	the	world	through
the	knowledge	of	the	Lord	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ,	they	are	again	entangled	in
them	and	overcome,	the	latter	end	is	worse	for	them	than	the	beginning.

1John	2:13	I	write	to	you,	fathers,	because	you	have	known	Him	who	is	from	the
beginning.	 I	write	 to	 you,	 young	men,	 because	 you	 have	 overcome	 the	wicked
one.	I	write	to	you,	little	children,	because	you	have	known	the	Father.	14	I	have
written	to	you,	fathers,	because	you	have	known	Him	who	is	from	the	beginning.
I	have	written	to	you,	young	men,	because	you	are	strong,	and	the	word	of	God
abides	in	you,	and	you	have	overcome	the	wicked	one.

1John	4:4	You	are	of	God,	little	children,	and	have	overcome	them,	because	He
who	is	in	you	is	greater	than	he	who	is	in	the	world.

1John	5:4	For	whatever	 is	 born	 of	God	 overcomes	 the	world.	And	 this	 is	 the
victory	that	has	overcome	the	world—our	faith.	5	Who	is	he	who	overcomes	the
world,	but	he	who	believes	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God?

From	 the	 texts	 related	 to	 a	 believer’s	 victory	 in	Revelation	 2	 and	 3,	 one	may
conclude	that	victory	is	very	important.	What	happens	to	a	person	who	does	not
conquer,	 and	does	 not	 persevere	 to	 the	 end?	 In	 any	 event	 he	will	 not	 share	 in
what	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 promised	 in	 Revelation	 2	 and	 3.	 Victory	 also	 has	 the
meaning	 of	 perseverance.	 The	Lord	 Jesus	 says	 in	Matthew	 24:13	 that	 he	who
perseveres	till	the	end,	will	be	saved.

That	is	to	say	that	he	who	does	not	persevere	to	the	end,	will	not	be	saved.	Will
then	believers	 lapse?	No,	not	 if	 this	person	has	been	born	again.	But	 there	are
professing	believers	who	do	not	have	 true	faith,	who	are	not	born	again.	Their
faith	 is	 hypocritical,	 anyway,	 it’s	 not	 a	 real	 faith.	 The	 latter	 are	 invited	 in
Revelation	to	still	repent	and	to	persevere	till	the	end:

Revelation	2:7	“He	who	 has	 an	 ear,	 let	 him	 hear	what	 the	 Spirit	 says	 to	 the
Churches.	To	him	who	overcomes	I	will	give	to	eat	from	the	tree	of	life,	which	is
in	the	midst	of	the	Paradise	of	God.”	(…)	11	“He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear
what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	Churches.	He	who	overcomes	shall	not	be	hurt	by	the
second	death.”	(…)	17	“He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	what	the	Spirit	says	to



the	Churches.	To	him	who	overcomes	 I	will	give	 some	of	 the	hidden	manna	 to
eat.	 And	 I	 will	 give	 him	 a	 white	 stone,	 and	 on	 the	 stone	 a	 new	 name	written
which	 no	 one	 knows	 except	 him	 who	 receives	 it.”	 (…)	 26	 “And	 he	 who
overcomes,	and	keeps	My	works	until	the	end,	to	him	I	will	give	power	over	the
nations—”	(…)

3:5	“He	who	overcomes	shall	be	clothed	in	white	garments,	and	I	will	not	blot
out	his	name	from	the	Book	of	Life;	but	I	will	confess	his	name	before	My	Father
and	before	His	angels.”	(…)	12	“He	who	overcomes,	I	will	make	him	a	pillar	in
the	temple	of	My	God,	and	he	shall	go	out	no	more.	And	I	will	write	on	him	the
name	of	My	God	and	the	name	of	the	city	of	My	God,	the	New	Jerusalem,	which
comes	 down	 out	 of	 heaven	 from	 My	 God.	 And	 I	 will	 write	 on	 him	 My	 new
name.”	(…)	21	“To	him	who	overcomes	I	will	grant	to	sit	with	Me	on	My	throne,
as	I	also	overcame	and	sat	down	with	My	Father	on	His	throne.”	(…)

12:11	And	they	overcame	him	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	and	by	the	word	of	their
testimony,	and	they	did	not	love	their	lives	to	the	death.	(…)

15:2	And	I	saw	something	like	a	sea	of	glass	mingled	with	 fire,	and	those	who
have	the	victory	over	the	beast,	over	his	image	and	over	his	mark	and	over	the
number	of	his	name,	standing	on	the	sea	of	glass,	having	harps	of	God.	(…)

21:7	“He	who	overcomes	shall	 inherit	all	 things,	and	I	will	be	his	God	and	he
shall	be	My	son.”



56.	The	mystery	of	the	Kindom	of
heaven
Also	 in	 the	Old	Testament,	 the	LORD	speaks	 through	parables.	Usually,	 these
are	short	stories	through	which	the	LORD	wants	to	teach	a	spiritual	lesson.	For
some	 parables,	 the	 explanation	 is	 obvious;	 others	 need	 explanation.	 Some
parables	 were	 given	 to	 hide	 the	 truth	 (see	 the	 parables	 in	 Matthew	 13).	 The
hardened	people	of	Israel	did	not	want	to	understand	them,	or	were	not	allowed
to	 understand	 them,	 even	 as	 the	 disciples	 did	 grasp	 the	 meaning	 of	 them.
Examples	of	parables	in	the	Tanakh:

The	parable	of	the	trees—the	trees	choosing	a	king,	Judges	9:7-15.

The	parable	of	the	ewe	lamb,	2Samuel	12:1-4.

The	parable	of	the	vineyard	and	the	grapes,	Isaiah	5:1-7.

There	are	more	than	twenty	parables	in	the	NT.	We	will	not	mention	all	of	them;
you	can	easily	find	them	for	yourself.	We	would	like	to	pay	special	attention	to
the	parables	on	the	kingdom	of	heaven.

In	Matthew	 3:2,	 John	 the	 Baptist	 says	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 is	 at	 hand.	 In
Matthew	5:3-11,	the	Messiah	Jesus	says	who	belong	to	the	kingdom	of	heaven,
and	who	will	be	the	least	and	who	will	be	the	greatest	in	that	kingdom.	We	find
it	in	the	well-known	Beatitudes.	In	Matthew	5:20	and	7:21,	Jesus	tells	who	will
enter	that	kingdom	and	who	will	not.	In	Matthew	8:11,	He	promises	that	many
will	enter	that	kingdom—from	east	and	west—and	will	sit	down	with	Abraham,
Isaac	 and	 Jacob.	 In	Matthew	10:7,	 Jesus	 commands	His	 disciples	 to	 preach	 in
Israel	that	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.	They	must	go	to	the	lost	sheep	of
Israel.	He	gives	 them	instructions	as	 to	what	 they	should	preach	and	how	they
should	act	with	respect	to	those	who	accept	the	Gospel,	and	those	who	reject	it.
In	 Matthew	 13,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 pursues	 in	 greater	 depth	 the	 contents	 of	 the
kingdom	of	heaven.	For	the	disciples,	He	explains	the	mystery	of	the	kingdom	of
God.	 However,	 for	 those	 who	 are	 outside,	 He	 explains	 by	 way	 of	 several
parables	 (Mark	 4:11).	 In	 other	 English	 translations,	 the	 word	 ‘mystery’	 is
translated	differently,	though	it	has	the	same	intention	(Complete	Jewish	Bible,
ESV,	NIV:	secret).



Mark	4:11	And	He	said	to	them,	“To	you	it	has	been	given	to	know	the	mystery
of	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God;	 but	 to	 those	 who	 are	 outside,	 all	 things	 come	 in
parables.”

Matthew	13	comprises	seven	parables	on	the	kingdom	of	heaven:

1.	 “The	Parable	of	the	Sower.”	This	is	the	beginning	of	the	hidden	kingdom.
The	sower	is	a	person	who	proclaims	the	kingdom.	However,	the	seed	can
only	germinate,	grow	and	bear	fruit	in	good	soil	that	is	cultivated	by	the
heavenly	Father.

2.	 “The	Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares.”	The	hidden	kingdom	consists
of	 the	 born-again	 children	 of	 the	 kingdom	and	 children	 of	 the	 evil	 one,
and/or	 hypocritical	 Christians.	 It	 is	 sometimes	 difficult	 to	 discriminate
between	 them.	That	 is	why	 the	 two	groups	grow	up	until	 the	day	of	 the
harvest.

3.	 “The	Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed.”	This	parable	indicates	the	quick,	but
unstable	growth	of	the	hidden	kingdom.	The	mustard	seed	is	not	meant	to
become	a	tree,	but	a	bush.	It	looks	like	quite	something,	but	the	birds	nest
in	it	and	(verse	4)	pick	away	the	seed.	The	fruit	of	faith	is	lacking.

4.	 “The	 Parable	 of	 the	 Leaven.”	 The	 hidden	 kingdom	 will	 become	 so
perverted	by	the	evil	one	that	even	true	children	will	be	infected	with	the
spirit	 of	 the	 Pharisees	 (legalism),	 the	 Sadducees	 (heresy),	 and	 the
Herodians	 (conformity	 to	 the	 world).	 Jesus	 is	 unleavened	 bread!	 The
leaven	 in	 Scripture	 is	 always	 a	 picture	 of	 evil;	 it	 is	 heresy,	 the	 false
doctrine.

5.	 “The	Parable	of	the	Hidden	Treasure.”	Actually,	the	meaning	of	the	word
translated	 as	 ‘treasure’	 is	 ‘personal	 property’,	 as	 in	 Exodus	 19:5	 and
Deuteronomy	 7:6.	 The	 Hebrew	 word	 is	 segullah	 ( הָּלֻגְס )	 Jesus	 is	 the
Merchant.	He	will	do	anything,	even	give	His	life,	to	buy	Israel.	But	the
larger	part	of	 Israel	 repudiates	Him.	Since,	however,	He	has	a	plan	with
Israel	in	the	future,	the	treasure	is	hidden	in	the	world.	The	nation	will	be
scattered	 and	 persecuted,	 but	 the	 treasure	will	 come	 up	 again,	 from	 the
world	(Matthew	13:44;	Isaiah	49:6,7,	Isaiah	51:22,23,	Ezekiel	36	and	37,
and	Zechariah	12:6-14).	There	are	also	other	explanations	of	this	parable.
The	treasure	in	the	field	is	 the	Messiah.	The	person	who	has	found	Him
will	 do	 everything	 to	 possess	 Him	 and	 the	 riches	 in	 Him.	 But	 a	 sinful



person	cannot	buy	 from	Him,	only	 receive	 through	grace.	 In	Revelation
3:18,	there	is	mention	of	a	person	who	has	repented.	The	Messiah	says,
Revelation	3:18	“I	counsel	you	to	buy	from	Me	gold	refined	in	the	fire,	that
you	may	 be	 rich;	 and	white	 garments,	 that	 you	may	 be	 clothed,	 that	 the
shame	of	your	nakedness	may	not	be	revealed;	and	anoint	your	eyes	with
eye	salve,	that	you	may	see.”

6.	 “The	Parable	of	 the	Pearl	of	Great	Price.”	The	pearl	 is	 the	Church
that	was	bought	by	Jesus	and	paid	with	His	own	blood.

7.	 “The	Parable	of	the	Dragnet.”	This	indicates	the	mixed	situation	in
the	 hidden	 kingdom,	 similar	 to	 the	 wheat	 and	 the	 tares	 (Matthew
13:47-50).

All	these	parables	deal	with	the	mystery	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	A	mystery	is
a	truth	not	yet	revealed.	The	parables	in	Matthew	13	are	about	the	hidden	form
of	 the	 kingdom,	 after	 the	 Messiah	 has	 been	 rejected.	 The	 Gospel	 had	 been
proclaimed	to	Israel,	but	the	people	had	not	accepted	it.	Now	God	will	give	His
Word	to	the	Gentiles,	and	the	parables	give	us	a	picture	of	(outward)	Christianity
during	the	Messiah’s	absence.	The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	everywhere	where	the
Name	of	the	Messiah	is	confessed.	The	disciples	ask	for	His	reason	for	speaking
in	this	way.	We	find	His	answer	in:

Matthew	13:10	And	the	disciples	came	and	said	to	Him,	“Why	do	You	speak	to
them	 in	 parables?”	 11	 He	 answered	 and	 said	 to	 them,	 “Because	 it	 has	 been
given	to	you	to	know	the	mysteries	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	but	to	them	it	has
not	been	given.”

See	also	1Corinthians	2:7;	Ephesians	1:9;	Ephesians	3:3-9;	Colossians	1:26-27.

At	various	places	in	the	Scriptures,	there	is	mention	of	secrets/mysteries:

The	secret	to	His	servants	the	prophets	(Amos	3:7).

The	mystery	of	the	Gospel	(Ephesians	6:19).

The	mystery	of	Christ	(Colossians	4:3).

The	secret	of	the	LORD	(Psalm	25:14);

The	mystery	of	the	faith	(1Timothy	3:9).

The	mystery	of	godliness	(1Timothy	3:16).



The	mystery	of	the	saints	(Colossians	1:26).

The	 mystery	 of	 the	 ‘transformation’	 of	 believers	 who	 are	 alive	 at	 the
Messiah’s	coming	(1Corinthians	15:51).

The	mystery	of	Israel’s	blindness	(Romans	11:25).

In	Matthew	16:19,	 the	Lord	gives	 the	keys	of	 the	kingdom	to	His	disciples.	 In
Matthew	18,	He	teaches	His	disciples	who	is	the	greatest	in	the	kingdom.	Then,
probably	to	their	amazement,	He	points	to	a	little	child.

In	Matthew	25,	the	Lord	Jesus	says	who	may	enter	the	kingdom	upon	His	return.
He	 does	 so	 by	 telling	 two	 parables:	 1)	 “The	 Parable	 of	 the	Wise	 and	 Foolish
Virgins”	 and	 2)	 “The	 Parable	 of	 the	 Talents”	 (a	 man	 giving	 talents	 to	 his
servants).	Finally,	in	the	verses	34-36,	the	Lord	clearly	indicates	the	motivation
and	the	legal	rules	of	His	assessment.

The	Messiah	spoke	these	words	just	a	few	days	before	being	crucified:

Matthew	25:34	“Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	His	right	hand,	‘Come,	you
blessed	of	My	Father,	inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation
of	the	world:	35	for	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	Me	food;	I	was	thirsty	and	you
gave	Me	drink;	I	was	a	stranger	and	you	took	Me	in;	36	I	was	naked	and	you
clothed	Me;	 I	was	 sick	 and	 you	 visited	Me;	 I	was	 in	 prison	 and	 you	 came	 to
Me.’”	(…)	41	“Then	He	will	also	say	to	those	on	the	left	hand,	‘Depart	from	Me,
you	cursed,	into	the	everlasting	fire	prepared	for	the	devil	and	his	angels.’”

The	above	clearly	shows	that	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	a	kingdom	of	believers,
of	born-again	people	(John	3:5).	At	the	time,	the	Jews	were	expecting	an	earthly
kingdom	for	Israel,	with	the	Messiah	as	their	king,	but	they	rejected	Him.	Jesus
reproaches	 the	 Pharisees	 and	 scribes	 for	 shutting	 up	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven
against	the	people	by	not	entering	themselves	(Matthew	23:13).

The	Lord	Jesus	gives	more	lessons	to	His	disciples	on	the	kingdom	of	heaven.

He	no	longer	speaks	in	parables.	His	kingdom	is	not	of	this	World	(John	18:36);
it	 is	 a	 heavenly	 kingdom.	 The	 disciples	 receive	 the	 keys	 of	 the	 kingdom	 of
heaven	(Matthew	16:19)—through	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel.

Matthew	18:3	and	said,	“Assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	you	are	converted	and
become	as	little	children,	you	will	by	no	means	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	4
Therefore	 whoever	 humbles	 himself	 as	 this	 little	 child	 is	 the	 greatest	 in	 the



kingdom	of	heaven.”

Matthew	26:29	“But	I	say	to	you,	I	will	not	drink	of	this	fruit	of	the	vine	from
now	on	until	that	day	when	I	drink	it	new	with	you	in	My	Father’s	kingdom.”

Luke	17:20	Now	when	He	was	asked	by	the	Pharisees	when	the	kingdom	of	God
would	come,	He	answered	them	and	said,	“The	kingdom	of	God	does	not	come
with	observation;	21	nor	will	they	say,	‘See	here!’	or	‘See	there!’	For	indeed,	the
kingdom	of	God	is	within	you.”

The	disciples	will	inherit	the	kingdom	because	they	have	followed	the	Lord	and
may	later	sit	on	thrones	to	judge	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel:

Matthew	18:3	and	said,	“Assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	you	are	converted	and
become	as	little	children,	you	will	by	no	means	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	4
Therefore	 whoever	 humbles	 himself	 as	 this	 little	 child	 is	 the	 greatest	 in	 the
kingdom	of	heaven.”

Matthew	26:29	“But	 I	say	 to	you,	 I	will	not	drink	of	 this	 fruit	of	 the	vine	 from
now	on	until	that	day	when	I	drink	it	new	with	you	in	My	Father’s	kingdom.”

Luke	17:20	Now	when	He	was	asked	by	the	Pharisees	when	the	kingdom	of	God
would	come,	He	answered	them	and	said,	“The	kingdom	of	God	does	not	come
with	observation;	21	nor	will	they	say,	‘See	here!’	or	‘See	there!’	For	indeed,	the
kingdom	of	God	is	within	you.”

Luke	22:28	“But	you	are	those	who	have	continued	with	Me	in	My	trials.	29	And
I	bestow	one	upon	you	a	kingdom,	just	as	My	Father	bestowed	one	upon	Me,	30
that	 you	 may	 eat	 and	 drink	 at	 My	 table	 in	 My	 kingdom,	 and	 sit	 on	 thrones
judging	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.”

Since	Israel	 in	large	part	rejects	 the	Gospel	of	 the	kingdom,	it	 is	offered	to	the
Gentiles.	After	the	Gentiles	have	received	it	and	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has
been	reached,	Israel	may	also	share	in	the	kingdom	of	God,	and	the	kingdom	of
heaven	will	be	revealed	on	earth	during	the	Millennium.	The	remaining	part	of
Israel	will	then,	in	its	entirety,	repent	and	come	to	faith.

Matthew	 21:42	 Jesus	 said	 to	 them,	 “Have	 you	 never	 read	 in	 the	 Scriptures:
‘The	stone	which	 the	builders	rejected	Has	become	 the	chief	cornerstone.	This
was	the	LORD’s	doing,	And	it	is	marvelous	in	our	eyes’?	43	Therefore	I	say	to
you,	 the	kingdom	of	God	will	be	taken	from	you	and	given	to	a	nation	bearing
the	fruits	of	it.”



Luke	21:28	“Now	when	these	things	begin	to	happen,	look	up	and	lift	up	your
heads,	 because	 your	 redemption	 draws	 near.”	 29	 Then	 He	 spoke	 to	 them	 a
parable:	 “Look	 at	 the	 fig	 tree,	 and	 all	 the	 trees.	 30	 When	 they	 are	 already
budding,	you	see	and	know	for	yourselves	that	summer	is	now	near.	31	So	you
also,	 when	 you	 see	 these	 things	 happening,	 know	 that	 the	 kingdom	 of	God	 is
near.”

Acts	 1:6	 Therefore,	 when	 they	 had	 come	 together,	 they	 asked	 Him,	 saying,
“Lord,	will	You	at	 this	 time	 restore	 the	 kingdom	 to	 Israel?”	7	And	He	 said	 to
them,	“It	is	not	for	you	to	know	times	or	seasons	which	the	Father	has	put	in	His
own	authority.”

Acts	15:14	“Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the	Gentiles	to	take
out	of	 them	a	people	 for	His	name.	15	And	with	 this	 the	words	of	 the	prophets
agree,	 just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 16	 ‘After	 this	 I	 will	 return	 and	 will	 rebuild	 the
tabernacle	of	David,	which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,	and	I	will	set
it	up.’”

Romans	 14:17	 f	 or	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 is	 not	 eating	 and	 drinking,	 but
righteousness	and	peace	and	joy	in	the	Holy	Spirit.



57	The	sacrifice	of	Jesus,	the	Messiah
A.	His	death	and	resurrection

The	most	 important	 event	 for	 Israel	 and	 all	mankind	 has	 been	 fulfilled	 in	 the
New	Testament—the	sacrifice	made	by	the	Lord	Jesus	on	Calvary.	Through	His
death	on	the	cross,	He	satisfied	the	wrath	of	God.	Why	did	He	have	to	die	on	the
cross?	Because	it	was	according	to	the	Torah	(Leviticus	18:5).	The	apostle	Paul
refers	to	this	in:

Galatians	3:13	Christ	has	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	of	the	law,	having	become
a	curse	for	us	(for	it	is	written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	hangs	on	a	tree”).

He	brought	 reconciliation	for	everybody	who	accepts	Him	as	Lord	and	Savior.
His	blood	cleanses	 from	all	 sins.	 Isaiah	 speaks	about	 this	 in	Chapter	53,	verse
12:	 “because	 He	 poured	 out	 His	 soul	 unto	 death.”	According	 to	 Leviticus
17:11,	it	is	the	blood	that	makes	atonement	for	the	soul,	and	without	shedding	of
blood	 there	 is	no	 remission	 (Hebrews	9:22).	But	 Jesus	 rose	 from	 the	dead	and
now	sits	at	the	right	hand	of	His	Father.	To	Him	has	been	given	all	authority	in
heaven	and	on	earth.

B.	Who	were	involved	in	the	sacrifice	of	the	Messiah	Jesus?

Involved	in	 the	sacrifice	of	 the	Messiah	Jesus	were:	God	the	Father,	obviously
His	 Son,	 the	 Messiah,	 and	 furthermore	 all	 people	 living	 at	 that	 particular
moment,	as	well	as	all	the	people	who	have	lived	and	will	live.

God	 the	 Father	was	 involved	 because	 the	 plan—to	 sacrifice	His	 own	 beloved
Son	for	the	sin	of	mankind—originated	with	Him.	In	Isaiah	53:10	we	read:	“Yet
it	pleased	the	LORD	to	bruise	Him;	He	has	put	Him	to	grief.”	David,	too,	speaks
prophetically	about	this	in	Psalm	69:26:	“For	they	persecute	the	ones	You	have
struck,	and	talk	of	the	grief	of	those	You	have	wounded.”	The	apostle	John	also
writes	 in	1John	4:10	that	 it	 is	God	Himself	Who	sent	His	Son	to	reconcile	our
sins:	“In	this	is	love,	not	that	we	loved	God,	but	that	He	loved	us	and	sent	His
Son	to	be	the	propitiation	for	our	sins.”

We	see	a	parallel	in	the	sacrifice	that	Abraham	had	to	bring	by	offering	his	son
Isaac.	But	God	didn’t	let	things	go	that	far,	but	He	made	known	to	Abraham	that
He	 Himself	 would	 provide	 the	 sacrificial	 lamb.	 At	 the	 time,	 God	 provided	 a
sacrificial	 animal	 (a	 ram)	 that	 Abraham	 could	 offer	 at	 Mount	 Moriah,	 in	 the



place	of	his	son	Isaac.	Many	centuries	later,	God	Himself	provided	the	sacrificial
lamb	 by	 offering	 His	 own	 Son	 on	 Mount	 Moriah	 (Golgotha).	 Through	 this
sacrifice,	the	wrath	of	God	with	respect	to	the	sin	of	mankind	was	satisfied,	and
there	was	reconciliation	for	the	sins	of	all	who	believe	in	the	Son	of	God.

The	Messiah	 Jesus	 was	 involved	 as	 the	 Son	 of	 God.	 He	 had	 to	 undergo	 this
death,	but	it	was	His	desire	to	carry	out	the	will	of	His	Father,	as	we	can	read	in:

Psalm	40:6	Sacrifice	and	offering	You	did	not	desire;	my	ears	You	have	opened.
Burnt	 offering	 and	 sin	 offering	You	 did	 not	 require.	 7	 Then	 I	 said,	 “Behold,	 I
come;	in	the	scroll	of	the	book	it	is	written	of	me.	8	I	delight	to	do	Your	will,	O
my	God,	and	Your	law	is	within	my	heart.”

The	apostle	Paul	quotes	this	in	Hebrews	10:7-9.

In	darkness,	lasting	for	three	hours,	the	Son	of	God	was	abandoned	by	His	own
Father.	Shortly	thereafter	Jesus	yielded	up	His	spirit	into	the	hands	of	His	Father,
after	which	He	physically	died.	Jesus	yielded	up	His	spirit.	This	shows	that	He
Himself	also	wanted	to	make	this	sacrifice	and	had	the	power	to	lay	down	His
life	and	take	it	up	again.	This	also	appears	from	His	resurrection.	He	arose	from
the	grave,	but	it	is	also	true	that	His	Father	raised	Him.

For	 both	 of	 them—the	 Son	 and	 the	 Father—the	 separation	 was	 the	 heaviest
burden	and	test,	 the	most	severe	suffering.	Added	to	 this,	 the	Son	had	 to	carry
the	burden	of	the	sins	of	the	entire	world—of	all	those	millions,	maybe	billions,
of	people.

The	Gentiles,	 the	 nations,	 were	 involved	 in	 it,	 in	 the	 persons	 of	 King	Herod,
Pilate,	 the	 Roman	 governor,	 and	 the	 Roman	 soldiers	 who	 carried	 out	 the
crucifixion	 at	 the	 request	 of	 the	 Jews.	 The	 famous	 Dutch	 painter	 Rembrandt
depicted	 himself	 among	 the	Roman	 soldiers	 in	 his	 painting	 of	 the	 crucifixion.
And	Jacob	Revius,	a	Dutch	poet	and	theologian,	wrote	the	sonnet	‘He	Bore	Our
Griefs’	:

No,	it	was	not	the	Jews	who	crucified,

Nor	who	betrayed	You	in	the	judgment	place,

Nor	who,	Lord	Jesus,	spat	into	Your	face,

Nor	who	with	buffets	struck	You	as	You	died.

No,	it	was	not	the	soldiers	fisted	bold



Who	lifted	up	the	hammer	and	the	nail,

Or	raised	the	cursed	cross	on	Calvary’s	hill,

Or,	gambling,	tossed	the	dice	to	win	Your	robe.

I	am	the	one,	O	Lord,	who	brought	You	there,

I	am	the	heavy	cross	You	had	to	bear,

I	am	the	rope	that	bound	You	to	the	tree,

The	whip,	the	nail,	the	hammer,	and	the	spear,

The	blood-stained	crown	of	thorns	You	had	to	wear:

It	was	my	sin,	alas,	it	was	for	me.

(Translated	by	Prof.	Henrietta	ten	Harmsel,	1921-2010)

The	Jews	were	 involved—due	 to	Judas’	 treason—as	were	 the	chief	priests	and
the	scribes	because	of	their	judgment	about	Jesus	being	guilty	and	having	to	die;
the	masses	in	front	of	Pilate	calling	him	to	crucify	Jesus.

C.	Abraham’s	sacrifice—a	prophetic	testimony

ABRAHAM	was	willing	to	obey	God	unconditionally	when	he	put	Isaac	on	the
altar	built	by	him,	this	despite	the	fact	that	Isaac	was	the	basis	of	his	Messianic
expectations.	When	Isaac	asked	him,	“Where	is	the	lamb	for	a	burnt	offering?”,
Abraham	 gave	 a	 prophetic	 reply:	 “My	 son,	 God	will	 provide	 for	 Himself	 the
lamb	for	a	burnt	offering.”

The	Messiah	Jesus	said	of	Abraham,	“Your	father	Abraham	rejoiced	to	see	My
day,	and	he	saw	it	and	was	glad”	(John	8:56).

Genesis	 22:8	And	 Abraham	 said,	 “My	 son,	 God	 will	 provide	 for	 Himself	 the
lamb	 for	 a	 burnt	 offering.”	 So	 the	 two	 of	 them	went	 together.	 (…)	 11	But	 the
Angel	of	the	LORD	called	to	him	from	heaven	and	said,	“Abraham,	Abraham!”
So	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	12	And	He	said,	“Do	not	lay	your	hand	on	the	lad,	or
do	 anything	 to	 him;	 for	 now	 I	 know	 that	 you	 fear	 God,	 since	 you	 have	 not
withheld	your	 son,	 your	only	 son,	 from	Me.”	13	Then	Abraham	 lifted	his	 eyes
and	looked,	and	there	behind	him	was	a	ram	caught	in	a	thicket	by	its	horns.	So
Abraham	went	and	took	the	ram,	and	offered	it	up	for	a	burnt	offering	instead	of
his	son.



D.	The	herald	of	Jesus	pointing	to	the	Lamb	of	God

John	1:29	The	next	day	John	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him,	and	said,	“Behold!
The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!”

E.	Types	of	the	Messiah	with	respect	to	the	vicarious	suffering

MOSES	really	showed	a	priestly	inclination	when	the	people	sinned	by	dancing
around	the	golden	calf.	He	was	prepared	to	give	his	life	for	them.	Moses	prayed,
“Oh,	these	people	have	committed	a	great	sin,	and	have	made	for	themselves	a
god	of	gold!	32	Yet	now,	if	You	will	forgive	their	sin–but	if	not,	I	pray,	blot	me
out	of	Your	book	which	You	have	written”	(Exodus	32:31-32).	Moses	is	here	a
type	of	the	Messiah.

In	 self-effacing	 love,	DAVID	was	prepared	 to	 die	 for	 his	 people.	When	God’s
judgment	came	on	the	people	because	David	had	ordered	a	census	to	be	taken,
he	was	prepared	to	sacrifice	himself	for	his	people.	He	prayed,	“but	these	sheep,
what	have	they	done?	Let	Your	hand,	I	pray,	O	LORD	my	God,	be	against	me
and	my	father’s	house,	but	not	against	Your	people	that	they	should	be	plagued”
(1Chronicles	21:17b).	David	is	here	a	type	of	the	Messiah.

F.	The	Messiah’s	suffering

In	his	commentary	on	the	Tanakh,	Rashi	(1040-1105)	explains	that	Isaiah	52:13-
53:12	 concerning	 the	 suffering	 relates	 to	 the	 people	 of	 Israel,	 although	 in	 one
paragraph	in	the	Talmud	commentary	(Sanhedrin	93.1)	he	explains	that	it	deals
with	 the	 Messiah:	 “The	 prophet	 speaks	 of	 a	 person	 suffering	 for	 the	 entire
nation.	This	Servant	of	God	is	called:	a	shoot,	a	man	of	sorrows,	a	lamb,	a	sheep,
the	offering	for	sin,	My	righteous	servant.”

Jewish	commentators	of	old

The	majority	of	 Jewish	commentators	 in	days	of	old	 assumed	 that	 the	prophet
was	speaking	about	the	Messiah.

Rabbi	Moses	Alschech	(1508-1600)	says,	“Our	rabbis	with	one	voice	accept	and
affirm	the	opinion	that	the	prophet	is	speaking	of	the	Messiah	King,	and	we	shall
also	adhere	to	this	view.”

In	 his	 famous	 work	 Schene	 Luchoth	 Haberith,	 page	 242a,	 Rabbi	 Horrowitz
(1555-1628)	wrote:	“He	(the	Messiah)	gives	himself	and	his	life	into	death;	and
his	blood	will	bring	about	reconciliation	for	his	people.”	(עמו	על	יכפר	ודמו).



Rabbi	 Japheth	Ben	Ali	 (second	 half	 10th	 century)	 says,	 “As	 for	myself,	 I	 am
inclined	to	regard	it	(i.e.,	Isaiah	52/53)	as	alluding	to	the	Messiah.”

Targum	Jonathan	 (4th	 century)	 says	 in	 the	 Introduction,	 “See,	my	Servant,	 the
Messiah”	(Isaiah	52:13).

Talmud	 Sanhedrin	 (98b):	 “Messiah….	what	 is	 his	 name?	 The	 disciples	 of	 the
school	 of	 the	Rabbi	 (Jehuda	Hanassi,	 composer	 of	 the	Mishna)	 say,	 ‘Cholaja’
(the	 leprous	 one),	 for	 it	 is	 written:	 ‘Surely,	 he	 has	 born	 our	 sicknesses’	 etc.
(Isaiah	53:4).”

Even	further	back	in	time,	Rabbi	Ben	Jochai	(2nd	century)	says	in	Sohar	(Part	2,
page	212a,	and	Part	3	,	page	218a,	Amsterdam	edition),	“In	the	garden	of	Eden
…	there	 is	a	palace	which	 is	called	 the	palace	of	 the	sick.	The	Messiah	enters
this	palace,	 invoking	all	 the	 sufferings,	pains,	 and	afflictions	of	 Israel	 to	 come
upon	Him.”

The	 former	 rabbi	 Dr.	Max	Wertheimer	 says	 the	 following	 about	 verse	 11b	 in
Isaiah	53	(‘By	His	knowledge	My	righteous	Servant	shall	 justify	many,	for	He
shall	bear	their	iniquities’):

“This	 is	 the	only	 time	 that	 the	Bible	speaks	about	a	 righteous	Servant.	Who	 is
this	righteous	Servant?	To	whom	does	the	prophet	refer?	Whoever	this	righteous
Servant	may	be,	I’m	sure	of	one	thing:	he	is	not	Israel,	because	the	prophet	states
that	Israel	is	a	sinful	nation,	a	people	laden	with	iniquities,	a	leprous	nation.	The
righteous	Servant	of	YHWH	must	be	holy.

Who	could	He	be?	I	continued	studying	the	book	of	Isaiah	and	found	in	Chapter
50:6,	 ‘I	 gave	My	 back	 to	 those	who	 struck	Me,	 and	My	 cheeks	 to	 those	who
plucked	out	the	beard;	I	did	not	hide	My	face	from	shame	and	spitting.’

Who	was	so	mistreated?	When?	Why?	I	went	on	studying	and	found	in

Psalm	110:1:	 ‘The	LORD	said	 to	my	Lord,	“Sit	 at	My	 right	 hand,	 till	 I	make
Your	enemies	Your	footstool.’

Here	was	David	himself,	speaking	of	his	own	seed	and	calling	Him	Lord.	Why
didn’t	God	speak	so	plainly	to	Israel	so	that	every	Jew	could	understand?	Being
confused	I	decided	to	read	the	entire	book	of	Isaiah;	so	when	I	came	to	the	ninth
Chapter,	verse	6,	I	read,

‘For	unto	us	a	Child	is	born,	unto	us	a	Son	is	given;	and	the	government	will	be



upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,	Counselor,	Mighty
God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.’

I	could	not	understand	a	word	of	it.	I	didn’t	believe	in	the	doctrine	of	the	triune
God.	We	Jews	have	a	monotheistic	faith.	For	hundreds	of	years,	the	rabbis	have
taught	us	that	the	word	‘echad’	means	absolute	unity.	But	now—I	could	hardly
believe	it—my	doctrine	was	false.	I	studied	more	and	discovered	that	the	word
‘echad’	meant	not	absolute	unity,	but	composite	unity,	as	for	example	Adam	and
Eve	(bosor	Echad).	In	Genesis	18,	Abraham	addresses	one	of	his	visitors	several
times	with	LORD	or	YHWH.	How	can	YHWH	be	on	earth	and	simultaneously
in	heaven?	That	means	that	YHWH	must	be	omnipresent.	But	that	would	mean
that	He	could	also	be	in	heaven,	and	simultaneously	in	Jehoshua	on	the	cross.	I
could	no	longer	persevere	in	my	unbelief	and	cried	out,	‘Lord,	I	believe	that	You
as	Jehoshua	made	atonement	for	me.’”

Mark	14:33	And	He	took	Peter,	James,	and	John	with	Him,	and	He	began	to	be
troubled	 and	 deeply	 distressed.	 34	 Then	 He	 said	 to	 them,	 “My	 soul	 is
exceedingly	sorrowful,	even	to	death.	Stay	here	and	watch.”

Mark	15:33	Now	when	 the	 sixth	hour	had	come,	 there	was	darkness	over	 the
whole	land	until	the	ninth	hour.	34	And	at	the	ninth	hour	Jesus	cried	out	with	a
loud	 voice,	 saying,	 “Eloi,	 Eloi,	 lama	 sabachthani?”	which	 is	 translated,	 “My
God,	My	God,	why	have	You	forsaken	Me?”

Why	did	the	Messiah	have	to	suffer	and	die?

We	can	make	the	following	statements/distinctions	about	the	Messiah’s	suffering
and	death:

1.	 It	was	suffering	for	the	sake	of	righteousness.

2.	 It	was	suffering	because	of	sin.

3.	 It	was	a	vicarious	suffering.

4.	 Before	all	eternity,	it	was	determined	in	God’s	decree.

5.	 It	was	a	voluntary	sacrifice.

6.	 He	was	the	offering	to	reconcile	man	with	God.

7.	 He	came	into	the	world	to	die.



1.	It	was	suffering	for	the	sake	of	righteousness

This	is	the	suffering	that	the	people	have	caused	because	of	their	hatred	of	Him.
God’s	 righteousness	 and	 love	 that	He	 revealed	 stirred	 the	 people’s	 hatred	 and
enmity.	 Ultimately,	 they	 crucified	 Him,	 although	 He	 was	 innocent.	 That
suffering	was	His	part	during	His	entire	life,	but	was	at	its	greatest	on	the	cross.
His	 life	was	 an	 acceptable	 offering	 to	 the	 LORD.	 There	 is	 also	 suffering	 and
oppression	in	store	for	those	who	follow	the	Lord	Jesus.	“Blessed	are	those	who
are	 persecuted	 for	 righteousness’	 sake,	 for	 theirs	 is	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven.”
(Matthew	5:10).

2.	It	was	suffering	because	of	sin

That	is	the	suffering	that	people	caused	Him,	when	He	bore	the	sin	of	the	people
on	the	cross	during	the	three	hours	of	darkness,	when	God	had	left	Him	because
of	His	wrath	over	sin.	Ahead	of	the	cross,	the	Lord	did	not	carry	the	sin.	Jesus
Himself	 “bore	 our	 sins	 in	His	 own	body	 on	 the	 tree”	 (1Peter	 2:24).	The	Lord
Jesus	did	not	bear	God’s	wrath	during	His	entire	life.	He	is	also	the	beloved	Son
in	Whom	God	has	His	good	pleasure.

3.	It	was	a	vicarious	suffering

In	 this	 suffering,	 He	 was	 all	 but	 Himself.	 He	 was	 the	 Only	 One	Who	 could
accomplish	it	since	He	was	a	perfect	human	being	and	God.	The	following	texts
from	Scripture	clearly	indicate	this:

Isaiah	53:5	But	He	was	wounded	for	our	transgressions,	He	was	bruised	for	our
iniquities;	the	chastisement	for	our	peace	was	upon	Him,	and	by	His	stripes	we
are	healed.	6	All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	we	have	turned,	every	one,	to
his	own	way;	and	the	LORD	has	laid	on	Him	the	iniquity	of	us	all.

John	1:29b	“Behold!	The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!”

4.	Before	all	eternity,	it	was	determined	in	God’s	decree

The	following	words	of	Scripture	make	this	clear:

Genesis	3:15	“And	I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	and	between
your	 seed	 and	 her	 Seed;	He	 shall	 bruise	 your	 head,	 and	 you	 shall	 bruise	His
heel.”

Isaiah	53:10	Yet	it	pleased	the	LORD	to	bruise	Him;	He	has	put	Him	to	grief.

Daniel	9:26	“And	after	the	sixty-two	weeks	Messiah	shall	be	cut	off,	but	not	for



Himself;	and	the	people	of	the	prince	who	is	to	come	shall	destroy	the	city	and
the	 sanctuary.	 The	 end	 of	 it	 shall	 be	with	 a	 flood,	 and	 till	 the	 end	 of	 the	war
desolations	are	determined.”

Acts	4:28	“to	do	whatever	Your	hand	and	Your	purpose	determined	before	to	be
done.”

5.	It	was	a	voluntary	sacrifice

He	didn’t	have	to	die	because	He	was	without	sin.	He	surrendered	Himself	for
us,	of	His	own	free	will,	and	took	our	place.

Matthew	26:53	“Or	do	you	think	that	I	cannot	now	pray	to	My	Father,	and	He
will	provide	Me	with	more	than	twelve	legions	of	angels?	54	How	then	could	the
Scriptures	be	fulfilled,	that	it	must	happen	thus?”

John	10:18	“No	one	takes	it	from	Me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	Myself.	I	have	power
to	lay	it	down,	and	I	have	power	to	take	it	again.	This	command	I	have	received
from	My	Father.”

6.	He	was	the	offering	to	reconcile	man	with	God

On	 the	 cross,	 He	 glorified	 God.	 He	 is	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 Tanakh	 burnt
offering,	an	acceptable	aroma	 to	 the	LORD,	 to	 the	glorification	of	 the	Creator,
His	Father.	He	bore	our	sins.	He	is	the	fulfillment	of	the	Tanakh	sin	offering—in
order	to	make	reconciliation	for	the	sins	of	all	the	people	who	accept	Him	as	the
Lamb	slain	for	them.	Revelation	13:8	states	that	 the	Lamb	was	“slain	from	the
foundation	of	the	world.”	In	other	words:	He	had	been	destined	for	this	from	the
foundation	of	 the	world.	However,	we	can	also	read	 it	 that	He	died	as	a	peace
offering	for	our	sins	(by	which	they	would	be	forgiven	and	forgotten),	being	the
fulfillment	 of	 the	 Tanakh	 peace	 offering,	 when	 on	 the	 Day	 of	 Atonement	 the
scapegoat	would	carry	the	sins	of	the	people	into	the	wilderness,	and	the	people
would	never	see	any	of	them	back.

John	1:29b	“Behold!	The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!

2Corinthians	5:21	For	He	made	Him	who	knew	no	sin	to	be	sin	for	us,	that	we
might	become	the	righteousness	of	God	in	Him.

Hebrews	9:28	so	Christ	was	offered	once	to	bear	the	sins	of	many.	To	those	who
eagerly	wait	for	Him	He	will	appear	a	second	time,	apart	from	sin,	for	salvation.

7.	He	came	into	the	World	to	die.



The	Lord	Jesus	knew	He	had	come	to	die:

Matthew	16:21	From	 that	 time	 Jesus	 began	 to	 show	 to	His	 disciples	 that	He
must	go	to	Jerusalem,	and	suffer	many	things	from	the	elders	and	chief	priests
and	scribes,	and	be	killed,	and	be	raised	the	third	day.

Matthew	20:28	“just	as	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	but	to	serve,
and	to	give	His	life	a	ransom	for	many.”

John	3:14	“And	as	Moses	lifted	up	the	serpent	in	the	wilderness,	even	so	must
the	Son	of	Man	be	lifted	up.”

Jesus’	 physical	 death—the	 three-hour-long	 darkness	 in	 which	 God	 the	 Father
turns	 away	 from	 God	 the	 Son—is	 over	 (Psalm	 22:1).	 The	 wrath	 of	 God	 His
Father	has	been	satisfied.	It	is	finished!

Luke	23:46	And	when	Jesus	had	cried	out	with	a	loud	voice,	He	said,	“Father,
‘into	Your	hands	I	commit	My	spirit.’”	Having	said	this,	He	breathed	His	last.

John	19:30	So	when	Jesus	had	received	the	sour	wine,	He	said,	“It	is	finished!”
And	bowing	His	head,	He	gave	up	His	spirit.

Matthew	27:50	And	Jesus	cried	out	again	with	a	loud	voice,	and	yielded	up	His
spirit.	51	Then,	behold,	the	veil	of	the	temple	was	torn	in	two	from	top	to	bottom;
and	the	earth	quaked,	and	the	rocks	were	split,	52	and	the	graves	were	opened;
and	many	bodies	of	the	saints	who	had	fallen	asleep	were	raised;	53	and	coming
out	 of	 the	 graves	 after	 His	 resurrection,	 they	 went	 into	 the	 holy	 city	 and
appeared	 to	 many.	 54	 So	 when	 the	 centurion	 and	 those	 with	 him,	 who	 were
guarding	 Jesus,	 saw	 the	 earthquake	 and	 the	 things	 that	 had	 happened,	 they
feared	greatly,	saying,	“Truly	this	was	the	Son	of	God!”

1Corinthians	5:7	Therefore	 purge	 out	 the	 old	 leaven,	 that	 you	may	 be	 a	 new
lump,	 since	 you	 truly	 are	 unleavened.	 For	 indeed	 Christ,	 our	 Passover,	 was
sacrificed	for	us.

Revelation	5:6	And	I	 looked,	and	behold,	 in	the	midst	of	 the	throne	and	of	 the
four	living	creatures,	and	in	the	midst	of	 the	elders,	stood	a	Lamb	as	though	it
had	been	slain,	having	seven	horns	and	seven	eyes,	which	are	the	seven	Spirits
of	God	sent	out	into	all	the	earth.	(…)	12	saying	with	a	loud	voice:	“Worthy	is
the	Lamb	who	was	slain	to	receive	power	and	riches	and	wisdom,	and	strength
and	honor	and	glory	and	blessing!”



58.	The	suffering	of	the	people	of
Israel
Some	rabbis	will	say	that	Isaiah	Chapter	53	speaks	about	Israel	as	the	suffering
servant	of	the	LORD,	and	not	about	the	Messiah.	All	the	texts	dealing	with	the
Man	of	Sorrows	should	then	be	taken	symbolically.	According	to	Jewish	rabbis,
only	the	righteous	ones	among	the	Jewish	people	are	meant	with	‘the	Servant	of
the	LORD’.	There	are	also	Christians	who	do	not	agree	with	this	explanation.	In
their	opinion,	the	suffering	of	the	Jewish	people	has	a	Messianic	character.	What
is	exactly	meant	with	this	‘Messianic	suffering’?

Is	that	possible?	Was	not	the	suffering	and	death	of	the	suffering	Servant	of	the
LORD	enough?	Must	something	be	added	to	it?	I	don’t	think	so.

That	suffering	and	death	were	unique	and	sufficient.	“It	is	finished!”	When	there
is	talk	of	a	Messianic	suffering	of	other	people,	this	can	harm	the	Messiah	Jesus’
unique	 suffering.	 But	 then	 the	 question	 arises:	 is	 the	 suffering	 of	 the	 Jewish
people	not	at	all	related	to	the	unique	suffering	of	its	Messiah?	I	think	there	are
lines—visible	lines—even	though	we	cannot	fully	fathom	their	depths.

Israel	is	the	people	of	God;	this	arouses	the	jealousy	of	many	nations	and
people.	And	jealousy	can	be	a	breeding	ground	for	hatred.	On	top	of	that,
in	 this	world	 there	 is	much	aversion	and	enmity	 to	God,	 the	Creator	of
heaven	 and	 earth,	 and	 thus	 enmity	 against	 the	 God’s	 chosen	 people.
Think,	for	example,	of	Psalm	2,	the	hatred	Haman	had	against	the	Jews,
and	 the	Massacre	 of	 the	 Innocent	 in	 Bethlehem.	 Satan	 hates	 God,	 and
wants	to	sabotage	His	salvation	plan	for	mankind.	He	tried	to	prevent	the
Messiah’s	salvation	work,	but	didn’t	succeed.	But	God	has	another	plan
for	His	people	Israel—and	satan	will	try	to	prevent	that	as	well.	Just	think
of	the	people	surrounding	Israel;	they	would	only	be	too	pleased	to	drive
them	into	the	sea.	So	Israel	has	to	suffer	because	of	its	being	elected	by
God	and	because	of	 the	Messiah’s	salvation	plan.	 In	 that	sense,	 there	 is
suffering	for	the	sake	of	their	God	and	their	Messiah.	One	may	call	this
Messianic	suffering,	but	that’s	too	limited	an	expression.

Israel	is	the	servant	of	the	LORD.	Through	Israel,	all	the	nations	will	be
blessed.	The	promised	Messiah	will	be	born	out	of	Israel,	and	that	is	what



happened.	Born	 from	a	 Jewish	woman,	 from	 the	 tribe	of	 Judah	and	 the
house	 of	 David,	 conceived	 by	 God’s	 Holy	 Spirit,	 Jesus	 was	 forever
connected	 with	 the	 Jewish	 nation,	 as	 a	 result	 of	 His	 birth.	 The	 Jewish
apostles	 spread	 the	Gospel	 of	 Jesus	 all	 over	 the	world.	 However,	 their
proclamation	was	 accompanied	 by	 persecution	 and	 suffering.	 The	Lord
Jesus	 foretold	 this	 in	 John	 16:33:	 “In	 the	 world	 you	 will	 have
tribulation;	 but	 be	 of	 good	 cheer,	 I	 have	 overcome	 the	world.”	This	 is
why	 currently	 Jewish	 believers	 in	 the	 Messiah,	 also	 have	 to	 suffer
because	of	their	faith.

A	very	large	part	of	the	Jewish	people	reject	the	Messiah	Jesus.	However,
according	to	the	apostle	Paul,	this	will	be	temporary:

Romans	11:11b	But	 through	 their	 fall,	 to	 provoke	 them	 to	 jealousy,	 salvation
has	come	to	the	Gentiles.

Paul	continues	in	the	same	chapter	with	these	words,

25	For	I	do	not	desire,	brethren,	that	you	should	be	ignorant	of	this	mystery,	lest
you	should	be	wise	in	your	own	opinion,	that	blindness	in	part	has	happened	to
Israel	until	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in.	26	And	so	all	Israel	will	be
saved,	as	 it	 is	written:	“The	Deliverer	will	come	out	of	Zion,	and	He	will	 turn
away	ungodliness	from	Jacob;	27	for	this	is	My	covenant	with	them,	when	I	take
away	their	sins.”	28	Concerning	the	gospel	they	are	enemies	for	your	sake,	but
concerning	the	election	they	are	beloved	for	the	sake	of	the	fathers.

They	 remain	 loved	 by	 God.	 God	 does	 not	 break	 the	 covenant	 of	 the	 fathers,
although	 Israel	 did.	 Israel	 must	 be	 patient,	 and	 this	 brings	 along	 suffering.
Salvation	will	 go	 to	 the	Gentiles	 first.	Was	 that	God’s	 plan?	Yes	 and	 no.	God
moves	in	mysterious	ways.

Romans	11:33	Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	both	of	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	of
God!	How	unsearchable	are	His	judgments	and	His	ways	past	finding	out!

However,	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 will	 also	 suffer	 as	 a	 punishment	 for	 its
disobedience.	 In	 Deuteronomy	 28,	 the	 LORD	 promised	 both	 blessings
and	curses	to	Israel.	Many	blessings	if	the	people	would	continue	to	obey
the	LORD,	but	much	misery	and	suffering	if	it	was	disobedient:

Deuteronomy	28:1	“Now	it	shall	come	to	pass,	if	you	diligently	obey	the	voice



of	 the	 LORD	 your	 God,	 to	 observe	 carefully	 all	 His	 commandments	 which	 I
command	you	today,	that	the	LORD	your	God	will	set	you	high	above	all	nations
of	 the	earth.	2	And	all	 these	blessings	 shall	 come	upon	you	and	overtake	you,
because	you	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	your	God.	(…)	15	But	it	shall	come	to
pass,	if	you	do	not	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD	your	God,	to	observe	carefully	all
His	commandments	and	His	statutes	which	I	command	you	today,	that	all	these
curses	will	come	upon	you	and	overtake	you.”

Many	of	 the	curses	 stated	 in	Deuteronomy	have	become	 reality	 for	 the	 Jewish
nation.	The	LORD	says	that	He	had	a	little	wrath	against	Israel,	but	the	nations
have	gone	too	far	in	this,	and	carried	it	out	in	a	merciless	and	cruel	manner.	That
is	why	 the	LORD	has	 a	 great	wrath	 against	 the	nations	 that	 hated,	 threatened,
persecuted	and	killed	the	Jewish	people.

Isaiah	54:8	“With	a	little	wrath	I	hid	My	face	from	you	for	a	moment;	but	with
everlasting	kindness	I	will	have	mercy	on	you,”	says	the	LORD,	your	Redeemer.

Some	 translations	 speak	 of	 ‘overflowing	 wrath’	 (ASV,	 NRSV,	 RSV,	 WEB),
‘overflowing	 anger’	 (ESV),	 whereas	 many,	 like	 the	 NKJV,	 speak	 of	 ‘a	 little
wrath’,	which	in	my	opinion	is	more	correct.	In	Zechariah	1:15	it	also	says	that
the	LORD	was	‘a	little	angry’.

Because	 Israel	 was	 elected	 by	 God	 to	 bring	 forth	 the	 Messiah,	 Israel
always	 suffered	 from	 satan’s	 servants.	 The	 devil	 wanted	 to	 extricate
God’s	people	so	as	to	prevent	the	coming	of	the	Messiah,	and	at	all	times
tried	 to	 prevent	 this	 coming.	 In	 this	 respect,	 think	 of	 the	 pharaoh	 of
Egypt,	Haman	 (a	person	 from	Persia),	 and	Herod	 (an	Edomite).	During
the	Messiah’s	 presence	 on	 earth,	 satan	 tried	 to	 tempt	 Jesus	 by	 offering
Him	 the	 kingship	 over	 this	world	 and	 thus	 prevent	His	 salvation	work.
After	Jesus’	ascension,	satan	tried	anew	to	exterminate	the	Jewish	people
in	 order	 to	 prevent	 the	Messiah’s	 second	 coming.	 For,	 at	 that	 time,	 the
Messiah	will	convert	the	Jewish	nation	and	save	it	from	all	its	enemies.

The	Jewish	nation	also	had	much	 to	suffer	 from	the	Christian	Churches
due	to	 the	heresy	of	 the	replacement	 theology.	A	few	centuries	after	 the
planting	of	 the	 first	Churches,	 the	 idea	emerged	 that	 the	Churches—the
Church—had	 replaced	 Israel.	 Israel	 had	 crucified	 and	 rejected	 the
Messiah,	and	 there	would	no	 longer	be	promises	 for	 the	Jewish	people.
This	 viewpoint	 had	 terrible	 consequences	 for	 the	 Jewish	 people:



expulsion,	persecution,	deportation,	hatred,	envy,	jealousy,	aversion,	and
plans	 to	 destroy	 the	 Jewish	 nation.	 Plans	 that	 were	 partially	 executed
during	 the	 past	 two	 thousand	 years.	 Just	 think	 of	 the	 crusades	 and	 the
Holocaust.	The	replacement	theology	is	still	alive	in	many	Churches	and
still	part	of	their	doctrine.	We	see	this	theology	specifically	in	the	Roman
Catholic	 Church	 and	 in	 the	 Reformed	 Churches.	 After	 1948,	 these
Churches	 were	 forced	 to	 adapt	 their	 views	 to	 a	 certain	 extent,	 but	 the
basic	doctrine	was	not	altered.	 In	 the	Reformed	Churches,	 the	so-called
‘covenant	 theology’	and	 infant	baptism	are	 the	basics	 (and	parts)	of	 the
replacement	theology.	In	this	context,	we	will	not	deal	with	it	extensively,
but	the	sentence	in	the	baptismal	form	that	‘baptism	is	come	in	the	place
of	circumcision’	speaks	for	itself.

Suffering	because	of	 the	priority	 of	 the	Gentiles.	The	Church	 (Body	 of
Christ)	 in	 the	 Tanakh	 was	 a	 mystery.	 That	 is	 to	 say,	 nowhere	 in	 the
Tanakh	is	there	talk	of	a	Church	of	believing	Jews	and	Gentiles.	We	find,
however,	that	individual	Gentile	people	came	to	faith	in	the	God	of	Israel,
since	the	LORD	had	promised	to	Abraham	that,	with	his	descendants,	all
the	nations	of	the	earth	would	be	blessed.

Genesis	18:18	“since	Abraham	shall	surely	become	a	great	and	mighty	nation,
and	all	the	nations	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed	in	him.”

In	the	NT,	through	the	preaching	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	a	few	Gentiles	came	to	faith
in	the	Messiah.	But	Jesus	Himself	said	that	He	came,	first	of	all,	for	the	people
of	Israel.	After	His	ascension,	many	Jewish	people	came	to	faith,	even	thousands
of	them,	though	the	large	majority	of	the	Jewish	people	rejected	the	Messiah.	For
that	reason,	the	salvation	first	went	to	the	Gentiles.	Before	His	ascension,	Jesus
commanded	His	disciples	to	this	end:

Matthew	28:18	And	Jesus	came	and	spoke	to	them,	saying,	“All	authority	has
been	given	to	Me	in	heaven	and	on	earth.	19	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of
all	the	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of
the	Holy	Spirit.”

At	 the	 first	 apostles’	 convention	 in	 Jerusalem,	 the	 Jewish	 believers	 had	 to
recognize	that	God	had	also	included	the	Gentiles	in	His	salvation	plan:

Acts	 15:13	And	 after	 they	 had	 become	 silent,	 James	 answered,	 saying,	 “Men
and	brethren,	listen	to	me:	14	Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the



Gentiles	to	take	out	of	them	a	people	for	His	name.	15	And	with	this	the	words	of
the	 prophets	 agree,	 just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 16	 ‘After	 this	 I	 will	 return	 and	 will
rebuild	the	tabernacle	of	David,	which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,
and	I	will	set	it	up;	17	so	that	the	rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD,	even	all
the	Gentiles	 who	 are	 called	 by	My	 name,	 says	 the	 LORD	who	 does	 all	 these
things.’”

Ephesians	2:19	Now,	therefore,	you	are	no	longer	strangers	and	foreigners,	but
fellow	citizens	with	the	saints	and	members	of	the	household	of	God,	20	having
been	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	and	prophets,	Jesus	Christ	Himself
being	 the	 chief	 cornerstone,	 21	 in	 whom	 the	 whole	 building,	 being	 joined
together,	grows	 into	a	holy	 temple	 in	 the	Lord,	22	 in	whom	you	also	are	being
built	together	for	a	dwelling	place	of	God	in	the	Spirit.

The	fact	that	the	nation	rejected	the	Messiah	Jesus	meant	that	a	large	part	of	the
Jewish	 people	 must	 wait	 for	 salvation.	 However,	 this	 also	 brings	 about
dispersion	and	suffering.	Was	this	all	part	of	God’s	plan?	“Known	to	God	from
eternity	are	all	His	works”	(Acts	15:18).



59.	The	altar	of	the	sacrificial	Lamb
In	 the	 Tanakh,	 a	 sacrificial	 lamb	 had	 to	 be	 offered	 on	 the	 altar	 that	 was
consecrated	by	God.	We	read	about	this	in:

Exodus	29:37	“Seven	days	you	shall	make	atonement	for	the	altar	and	sanctify
it.	And	the	altar	shall	be	most	holy.	Whatever	touches	the	altar	must	be	holy.	(…)
43	And	there	I	will	meet	with	the	children	of	Israel,	and	the	tabernacle	shall	be
sanctified	by	My	glory.	44	So	I	will	consecrate	the	tabernacle	of	meeting	and	the
altar.	 I	 will	 also	 consecrate	 both	 Aaron	 and	 his	 sons	 to	 minister	 to	 Me	 as
priests.”

In	a	speech	to	the	masses	and	the	disciples,	the	Messiah	talked	about	the	scribes
and	the	Pharisees,	calling	them	‘blind’	(Matthew	23:19),	“Fools	and	blind!	For
which	 is	 greater,	 the	 gift	 or	 the	 altar	 that	 sanctifies	 the	 gift?”	 Jesus	 is	 the
Sacrificial	Lamb	to	be	slain	for	the	sins	of	the	people.	But	what	was	His	altar	on
which	He	was	slain?	Is	that	the	cross	on	which	He	was	hung?	Was	then	the	cross
sanctified	by	God,	as	were	 the	 instructions?	No,	we	don’t	 read	anything	about
that	in	the	Scriptures.	By	contrast,	it	was	a	cursed	wood.	His	altar	was	His	divine
nature.	 The	 Messiah	 Jesus	 has	 two	 natures:	 a	 divine	 and	 a	 human	 nature.
According	to	His	human	nature,	He	was	the	Sacrificial	Lamb;	according	to	His
divine	nature	He	was	the	altar.	The	altar	sanctifies	what	was	offered	on	it.	The
altar	of	Jesus’	divine	nature	has	sanctified	the	sacrifice	of	His	body	and	given	it
eternal	value.



60.	The	Messiah	is	the	sacrificial
Lamb	and	the	High	Priest
The	previous	 chapter	 dealt	with	 the	 suffering	 and	 death	 of	 the	Messiah	 as	 the
God-given	sacrificial	Lamb.	However,	the	Messiah	is	both	the	Sacrificial	Lamb
and	 the	High	Priest.	He	 is	 the	 true	 and	perfect	High	Priest.	Aaron	was	only	 a
foreshadow	of	 the	Messiah.	The	Messiah	is	God	and	man.	As	the	Son	of	God,
He	 could	 enter	 heaven,	 the	 true	 sanctuary,	 where	 God	 Himself	 is	 present.
Simultaneously,	He	is	also	a	man,	and	as	a	man	He	can	act	as	representative	of
the	people:

Hebrews	2:17	Therefore,	in	all	things	He	had	to	be	made	like	His	brethren,	that
He	might	be	a	merciful	and	faithful	High	Priest	in	things	pertaining	to	God,	to
make	propitiation	for	the	sins	of	the	people.

That	reminds	us	of	Aaron	who,	on	the	Day	of	Atonement,	entered	the	sanctuary
with	 the	blood	of	atonement	 so	as	 to	 sprinkle	 it	on	and	before	 the	mercy	seat.
Thus	 he	 made	 reconciliation	 for	 their	 sins.	 Aaron’s	 activities,	 however,	 were
valid	 for	only	one	year	 (Hebrews	9:25).	Every	year	 again,	new	offerings	were
needed.	The	necessity	of	repetition	proved	that	 the	sins	were	not	actually	done
away	with—they	were	covered.	All	this	spoke	of	the	‘good	things	to	come’,	of
which	the	offerings	were	a	shadow.	The	Messiah	entered	the	sanctuary	once	and
for	all,	in	the	power	of	the	complete	sacrifice	of	Himself.

Hebrews	 10:14	For	 by	 one	 offering	 He	 has	 perfected	 forever	 those	 who	 are
being	sanctified.

The	Messiah	 satisfied	 all	God’s	 holy	 and	 righteous	 requirements.	No	 need	 for
repetition.	Therefore,	God	put	the	Messiah	at	His	right	hand	forever.

The	 believers	 now	 have	 a	 High	 Priest	 with	 God,	 and	 an	 Advocate	 with	 the
Father.	 His	 priestly	 service	 has	 a	 character	 different	 from	 that	 before	 the
completed	sacrifice.	His	service	now	comprises:

–Aid	to	the	believers:

Hebrews	2:18	For	in	that	He	Himself	has	suffered,	being	tempted,	He	is	able	to
aid	those	who	are	tempted.

–Prayer	to	the	Father	on	behalf	of	the	believers:



Hebrews	7:25	Therefore	He	is	also	able	to	save	to	the	uttermost	those	who	come
to	God	through	Him,	since	He	always	lives	to	make	intercession	for	them.

–Bringing	about,	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	a	perfect	work	in	the	believers:

Hebrews	13:21	make	you	complete	in	every	good	work	to	do	His	will,	working
in	you	what	is	well	pleasing	in	His	sight,	through	Jesus	Christ,	to	whom	be	glory
forever	and	ever.	Amen.

–For	 all	 the	 things	 in	 their	 lives,	 the	 believers	 may	 approach	 their	 Lord	 and
Savior	boldly,	with	a	true	heart	and	in	full	assurance	of	their	faith:

Hebrews	4:16	Let	us	therefore	come	boldly	to	the	throne	of	grace,	that	we	may
obtain	mercy	and	find	grace	to	help	in	time	of	need.

Hebrews	 10:22	 let	 us	 draw	 near	 with	 a	 true	 heart	 in	 full	 assurance	 of	 faith,
having	our	hearts	sprinkled	from	an	evil	conscience	and	our	bodies	washed	with
pure	water.

-‘Our	bodies	washed’	means:

Titus	3:5	not	by	works	of	righteousness	which	we	have	done,	but	according	to
His	mercy	He	saved	us,	through	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewing	of	the
Holy	Spirit.



61.	The	work	of	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	as
High	Priest
The	Lord	Jesus	presents	to	the	Father	the	merit	of	His	bloodshed;	on	the	basis	of
the	 price	 He	 paid,	 He	 pleads	 for	 grace	 for	 His	 chosen	 ones.	 In	 this,	 the	 high
priest	was	a	type	of	the	Messiah.	Aaron	had	to	accomplish	four	things.	He	must
kill	 the	 sacrificial	 animals;	 enter	 the	 Most	 Holy	 with	 the	 blood;	 sprinkle	 the
blood	on	 the	mercy	 seat;	 and	 light	 the	 incense	 and	make	 the	 cloud	of	 incense
cover	the	mercy	seat.	In	this	way,	reconciliation	was	made	(see	Leviticus	16:11-
16).	The	Messiah,	our	High	Priest,	fully	conforms	to	this	example.

He	was	sacrificed	as	a	sin	offering,	which	ties	in	with	the	killing	of	the	bull	by
the	priest.	He	ascended	into	heaven,	which	tallies	with	 the	priest’s	entering	the
Most	 Holy.	 He	 presents	 His	 Father	 with	 the	 blood,	 which	 ties	 in	 with	 the
sprinkling	of	the	blood	by	the	priest	on	the	mercy	seat.	He	prays	to	His	Father	in
order	that,	on	the	basis	of	His	bloodshed,	He	would	show	grace	to	sinners.	The
prayer	 matches	 the	 cloud	 of	 incense	 going	 up.	 Through	 this	 offering,	 God	 is
reconciled,	 which	 matches	 the	 acts	 of	 the	 priest	 to	 make	 reconciliation.	 The
blood	of	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	cleanses	from	all	unrighteousness	(1John	1:9).	The
blood	of	 all	 sacrificial	 animals	 could	not	 take	 away	 the	 sin.	The	 author	 of	 the
letter	to	the	Hebrews	has	rendered	this	in	a	perfect	manner:

Hebrews	9:11	But	Christ	came	as	High	Priest	of	the	good	things	to	come,	with
the	greater	and	more	perfect	tabernacle	not	made	with	hands,	that	is,	not	of	this
creation.	12	Not	with	the	blood	of	goats	and	calves,	but	with	His	own	blood	He
entered	 the	Most	Holy	Place	once	 for	all,	having	obtained	eternal	redemption.
13	For	 if	 the	blood	of	bulls	and	goats	and	 the	ashes	of	a	heifer,	sprinkling	 the
unclean,	 sanctifies	 for	 the	 purifying	 of	 the	 flesh,	 14	 how	much	more	 shall	 the
blood	of	Christ,	who	 through	 the	eternal	Spirit	offered	Himself	without	spot	 to
God,	cleanse	your	conscience	from	dead	works	to	serve	the	living	God?	15	And
for	this	reason	He	is	the	Mediator	of	 the	new	covenant,	by	means	of	death,	 for
the	redemption	of	the	transgressions	under	the	first	covenant,	that	those	who	are
called	may	receive	the	promise	of	the	eternal	inheritance.	16	For	where	there	is
a	 testament,	 there	must	also	of	necessity	be	 the	death	of	 the	 testator.	17	For	a
testament	is	 in	 force	after	men	are	dead,	since	it	has	no	power	at	all	while	 the
testator	 lives.	 18	 Therefore	 not	 even	 the	 first	 covenant	 was	 dedicated	 without
blood.	19	For	when	Moses	had	spoken	every	precept	to	all	the	people	according



to	the	law,	he	took	the	blood	of	calves	and	goats,	with	water,	scarlet	wool,	and
hyssop,	and	sprinkled	both	the	book	itself	and	all	the	people,	20	saying,	“This	is
the	blood	of	the	covenant	which	God	has	commanded	you.”	21	Then	likewise	he
sprinkled	with	blood	both	the	tabernacle	and	all	 the	vessels	of	 the	ministry.	22
And	according	to	the	law	almost	all	things	are	purified	with	blood,	and	without
shedding	of	blood	there	is	no	remission.

Hebrews	10:3	But	 in	 those	 sacrifices	 there	 is	a	 reminder	of	 sins	every	year.	4
For	it	 is	not	possible	 that	 the	blood	of	bulls	and	goats	could	take	away	sins.	5
Therefore,	when	He	came	 into	 the	world,	He	said:	“Sacrifice	and	offering	You
did	not	desire,	but	a	body	You	have	prepared	 for	Me.	6	 In	burnt	offerings	and
sacrifices	for	sin	You	had	no	pleasure.	7	Then	I	said,	‘Behold,	I	have	come—in
the	 volume	 of	 the	 book	 it	 is	 written	 of	 Me—to	 do	 Your	 will,	 O	 God.’”	 8
Previously	saying,	“Sacrifice	and	offering,	burnt	offerings,	and	offerings	for	sin
You	did	not	desire,	nor	had	pleasure	 in	 them”	(which	are	offered	according	 to
the	 law),	 9	 then	He	 said,	 “Behold,	 I	 have	 come	 to	 do	Your	will,	O	God.”	He
takes	away	 the	 first	 that	He	may	establish	 the	second.	10	By	 that	will	we	have
been	sanctified	through	the	offering	of	the	body	of	Jesus	Christ	once	for	all.	11
And	 every	 priest	 stands	 ministering	 daily	 and	 offering	 repeatedly	 the	 same
sacrifices,	which	can	never	take	away	sins.	12	But	this	Man,	after	He	had	offered
one	 sacrifice	 for	 sins	 forever,	 sat	down	at	 the	 right	hand	of	God,	13	 from	 that
time	waiting	till	His	enemies	are	made	His	footstool.	14	For	by	one	offering	He
has	perfected	forever	those	who	are	being	sanctified.

Hebrews	11:17	By	faith	Abraham,	when	he	was	tested,	offered	up	Isaac,	and	he
who	had	received	the	promises	offered	up	his	only	begotten	son,	18	of	whom	it
was	said,	“In	Isaac	your	seed	shall	be	called,”	19	concluding	that	God	was	able
to	 raise	 him	 up,	 even	 from	 the	 dead,	 from	 which	 he	 also	 received	 him	 in	 a
figurative	sense.



62.	The	resurrection	of	the	Messiah
Jesus
The	resurrection	of	the	Lord	Jesus	is	the	most	important	and	biggest	event	in	the
history	of	salvation	because	it	proves	that	God	accepted	the	sacrifice	of	His	Son.
The	apostle	Paul	says,

1Corinthians	15:14	And	if	Christ	is	not	risen,	then	our	preaching	is	empty	and
your	faith	is	also	empty.

The	 Tanakh	 also	 speaks	 of	 the	 resurrection	 of	 the	 Messiah,	 not	 directly,	 but
indirectly.	 Psalm	 16:10	 states	 that	 the	Messiah	 will	 not	 see	 corruption,	 while
Psalm	21:4	says	that	He	will	have	life	forever	and	ever.	He	will	be	satisfied	with
long	life	(Psalm	91:16).	He	will	have	‘length	of	days’,	i.e.,	He	will	live	long,	yes,
forever	and	ever	(Psalm	21:4).

Psalm	72:17	His	name	shall	endure	forever;	His	name	shall	continue	as	long	as
the	sun.	And	men	shall	be	blessed	in	Him;	all	nations	shall	call	Him	blessed.

Psalm	89:36	“His	 seed	 shall	 endure	 forever,	And	his	 throne	as	 the	 sun	before
Me;	37	it	shall	be	established	forever	like	the	moon,	even	like	the	faithful	witness
in	the	sky.”	Selah

Isaiah	53:10	Yet	 it	pleased	the	LORD	to	bruise	Him;	He	has	put	Him	to	grief.
When	 You	make	His	 soul	 an	 offering	 for	 sin,	He	 shall	 see	His	 seed,	He	 shall
prolong	His	days,	and	the	pleasure	of	the	LORD	shall	prosper	in	His	hand.

In	the	NT,	the	Messiah	enters	into	a	discussion	with	the	Sadducees	on	the	subject
of	the	resurrection.	In	his	reply,	the	Lord	Jesus	refers	to	what	God	has	said	in	the
Scriptures:

Matthew	22:32	“[have	you	not	 read]	 ‘I	 am	 the	God	of	Abraham,	 the	God	of
Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob’?	God	is	not	the	God	of	the	dead,	but	of	the	living.”

While	on	earth,	the	Lord	Jesus	spoke	about	His	own	resurrection,	and	about	the
resurrection	of	both	the	just	and	the	unjust.	In	Matthew	20:19,	He	speaks	about
His	suffering,	death	and	resurrection:

“and	deliver	Him	to	the	Gentiles	to	mock	and	to	scourge	and	to	crucify.	And	the
third	day	He	will	rise	again.”



In	the	end	of	times,	there	will	be	two	resurrections.	The	Lord	Jesus	speaks	about
this	 in	 Revelation	 20.	 There	 is	 a	 first	 resurrection	 of	 the	 just.	 After	 this
resurrection,	they	will	be	taken	up	in	heaven.	It	is	remarkable	that	in	the	Roman
Catholic	Church	and	in	the	Reformed	Churches,	this	first	resurrection	is	hardly
spoken	of	 (or	not	 at	 all).	Probably,	 this	 stems	 from	Augustine’s	viewpoint.	He
took	the	first	resurrection	spiritually—as	the	regeneration	of	the	believers.	In	my
opinion,	however,	 there	 is	no	 scriptural	underpinning	of	 this	view.	The	 second
resurrection	is	at	the	end	of	times,	after	the	Millennium	and	the	last	oppression
by	 satan.	This	 second	 resurrection	 is	 the	 resurrection	 of	 the	 unjust,	 the	 people
who	did	not	accept	the	Messiah	as	their	Savior.

Luke	14:14	“And	you	will	be	blessed,	because	 they	cannot	repay	you;	 for	you
shall	be	repaid	at	the	resurrection	of	the	just.”

John	5:29	“and	come	forth—those	who	have	done	good,	 to	the	resurrection	of
life,	and	those	who	have	done	evil,	to	the	resurrection	of	condemnation.”

John	 11:25	 Jesus	 said	 to	 her,	 “I	 am	 the	 resurrection	 and	 the	 life.	 He	 who
believes	in	Me,	though	he	may	die,	he	shall	live.”

Revelation	20:5	But	 the	 rest	of	 the	dead	did	not	 live	again	until	 the	 thousand
years	were	finished.	This	is	the	first	resurrection.	6	Blessed	and	holy	is	he	who
has	part	in	the	first	resurrection.	Over	such	the	second	death	has	no	power,	but
they	shall	be	priests	of	God	and	of	Christ,	and	shall	reign	with	Him	a	thousand
years.

The	 actual	 resurrection	 of	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 is	 rendered	 in	 the	 Bible	 at	 various
instances:

Matthew	 28:1	Now	 after	 the	 Sabbath,	 as	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	 week	 began	 to
dawn,	Mary	Magdalene	and	the	other	Mary	came	to	see	the	tomb.	2	And	behold,
there	was	a	great	earthquake;	for	an	angel	of	the	Lord	descended	from	heaven,
and	 came	 and	 rolled	 back	 the	 stone	 from	 the	 door,	 and	 sat	 on	 it.	 3	 His
countenance	was	 like	 lightning,	 and	 his	 clothing	 as	white	 as	 snow.	 4	 And	 the
guards	 shook	 for	 fear	 of	 him,	 and	 became	 like	 dead	 men.	 5	 But	 the	 angel
answered	and	said	 to	 the	women,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	 for	 I	 know	 that	you	seek
Jesus	who	was	crucified.	6	He	is	not	here;	for	He	is	risen,	as	He	said.	Come,	see
the	place	where	the	Lord	lay.	7	And	go	quickly	and	tell	His	disciples	that	He	is
risen	from	the	dead,	and	indeed	He	is	going	before	you	into	Galilee;	there	you
will	see	Him.	Behold,	I	have	told	you.”	8	So	they	went	out	quickly	from	the	tomb



with	fear	and	great	joy,	and	ran	to	bring	His	disciples	word.	9	And	as	they	went
to	 tell	His	disciples,	 behold,	 Jesus	met	 them,	 saying,	“Rejoice!”	So	 they	 came
and	held	Him	by	the	feet	and	worshiped	Him.	10	Then	Jesus	said	to	them,	“Do
not	be	afraid.	Go	and	tell	My	brethren	to	go	to	Galilee,	and	there	they	will	see
Me.”

See	also	Mark	16:1-14;	9	Now	when	He	rose	early	on	the	first	day	of	the	week,
He	appeared	first	to	Mary	Magdalene,	out	of	whom	He	had	cast	seven	demons.

Luke	24:1-50;	39	“Behold	My	hands	and	My	feet,	that	it	is	I	Myself.	Handle	Me
and	see,	for	a	spirit	does	not	have	flesh	and	bones	as	you	see	I	have.”	40	When
He	had	said	this,	He	showed	them	His	hands	and	His	feet.

John	20:1-31;	19	Then,	the	same	day	at	evening,	being	the	first	day	of	the	week,
when	 the	 doors	were	 shut	where	 the	 disciples	were	 assembled,	 for	 fear	 of	 the
Jews,	Jesus	came	and	stood	in	the	midst,	and	said	to	them,	“Peace	be	with	you.”
20	When	He	had	said	 this,	He	showed	 them	His	hands	and	His	side.	Then	 the
disciples	were	glad	when	they	saw	the	Lord.

What	is	the	meaning	of	the	resurrection	of	the	Messiah	Jesus?

The	resurrection	showed	 that	God	accepted	His	sacrifice.	He	may	sit	at
the	right	hand	of	His	Father	(Hebrews	1:3).

Through	 the	 resurrection	 He	 proved	 He	was	 the	 Son	 of	 God	 (Romans
1:4).

Death	was	swallowed	up	in	victory	(1Corinthians	15:54).

He	was	raised	for	our	justification	(Romans	4:25).

Jesus	the	Messiah	died	and	rose,	and	lived	again,	in	order	that	He	might
be	Lord	of	the	dead	and	the	living	(Romans	14:9).

He	died	to	sin	forever,	He	lives	to	God	(Romans	6:10)

He	who	 raised	up	 the	Lord	 Jesus,	will	 also	 raise	us	 (believers)	up	with
Jesus	Christ	(2Corinthians	4:14).

If	we	were	made	alive	 together	with	 the	Messiah,	He	also	 raised	us	up
together	and	caused	us	to	sit	together	in	the	heavenly	places,	in	Messiah
Jesus	(Ephesians	2:5-6).

Through	 death,	 Jesus	 conquered	 the	 devil	who	 had	 the	 power	 of	 death



(Hebrews	2:14).

After	the	ascension	of	the	Lord	Jesus	and	after	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit,
the	 apostles	 testified	with	 power	 to	 the	 crucified	 and	 risen	 Son	 of	God.	 They
started	 in	 Jerusalem	 on	 the	 Feast	 of	 Weeks	 (Pentecost)	 and	 then,	 because	 of
persecution,	left	in	swarms	to	the	surrounding	and	far-away	countries,	in	order	to
proclaim	there	the	glad	tidings:

Acts	2:29	“Men	and	brethren,	let	me	speak	freely	to	you	of	the	patriarch	David,
that	he	is	both	dead	and	buried,	and	his	tomb	is	with	us	to	this	day.	30	Therefore,
being	a	prophet,	and	knowing	that	God	had	sworn	with	an	oath	to	him	that	of	the
fruit	of	his	body,	according	to	the	flesh,	He	would	raise	up	the	Christ	to	sit	on	his
throne,	31	he,	 foreseeing	 this,	 spoke	concerning	 the	 resurrection	of	 the	Christ,
that	His	soul	was	not	left	in	Hades,	nor	did	His	flesh	see	corruption.”

Acts	4:33	And	with	great	power	the	apostles	gave	witness	to	the	resurrection	of
the	Lord	Jesus.	And	great	grace	was	upon	them	all.

Acts	24:15	“I	have	hope	in	God,	which	they	themselves	also	accept,	that	there
will	be	a	resurrection	of	the	dead,	both	of	the	just	and	the	unjust.”

Acts	26:23	“that	the	Christ	would	suffer,	that	He	would	be	the	first	to	rise	from
the	dead,	and	would	proclaim	light	to	the	Jewish	people	and	to	the	Gentiles.”

The	resurrection	also	has	consequences	for	all	who	believe	in	the	Son	of	God.

Paul	writes	of	this	in	Romans	8.	If	the	believer	has	died	with	Christ,	he	will	also
rise	with	Him	 to	 new	 life.	 This	 same	 theme	 comes	 up	 in	 other	 letters.	 Jesus’
resurrection	 is	 the	 guarantee	 that	 all	 who	 believe	 in	 Him	 will	 also	 rise	 and
become	conformed	to	Him.

Romans	8:5	For	 those	who	 live	 according	 to	 the	 flesh	 set	 their	minds	 on	 the
things	of	 the	 flesh,	but	 those	who	 live	according	 to	 the	Spirit,	 the	 things	of	 the
Spirit.

The	entire	 chapter	of	1Corinthians	15	mainly	 speaks	of	 the	 resurrection	of	 the
dead:

1Corinthians	15:14	And	if	Christ	is	not	risen,	then	our	preaching	is	empty	and
your	faith	is	also	empty.	(…)	20	But	now	Christ	is	risen	from	the	dead,	and	has
become	 the	 firstfruits	 of	 those	 who	 have	 fallen	 asleep.	 (…)	 42	 So	 also	 is	 the
resurrection	 of	 the	 dead.	 The	 body	 is	 sown	 in	 corruption,	 it	 is	 raised	 in



incorruption.

Philippians	3:10	that	I	may	know	Him	and	the	power	of	His	resurrection,	and
the	 fellowship	 of	 His	 sufferings,	 being	 conformed	 to	 His	 death,	 11	 if,	 by	 any
means,	I	may	attain	to	the	resurrection	from	the	dead.

Colossians	 1:18	 And	 He	 is	 the	 head	 of	 the	 body,	 the	 Church,	 who	 is	 the
beginning,	 the	 firstborn	 from	 the	 dead,	 that	 in	 all	 things	 He	 may	 have	 the
preeminence.

1Peter	 1:3	 Blessed	 be	 the	 God	 and	 Father	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ,	 who
according	to	His	abundant	mercy	has	begotten	us	again	to	a	living	hope	through
the	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	from	the	dead.

In	the	Lord	Jesus’	revelation	to	His	apostle	John,	the	Lord	briefly	states	what	has
happened	to	Him:	He	was	dead	but	is	alive	forevermore.

Revelation	1:17	And	when	I	saw	Him,	I	fell	at	His	feet	as	dead.	But	He	laid	His
right	hand	on	me,	saying	to	me,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	I	am	the	First	and	the	Last.
18	I	am	He	who	lives,	and	was	dead,	and	behold,	I	am	alive	forevermore.	Amen.
And	I	have	the	keys	of	Hades	and	of	Death.



63.	The	ascension	of	the	Messiah
Jesus
The	Lord	Jesus	completed	His	task	on	earth:	He	suffered	on	the	cross,	died	for
the	reconciliation	of	the	sins	of	the	world—for	the	sins	of	the	elect	of	His	Father.
The	wrath	of	His	Father	was	satisfied.	After	fulfilling	His	task,	He	went	back	to
His	Father	where	He	 sits	 at	 the	 right	hand	of	 the	Father.	From	His	Father,	He
receives	all	power	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	and	He	prays	for	His	believers.

It	looks	as	if	the	good	Shepherd,	because	of	His	ascension,	is	far	away	from	His
sheep,	but	He	is	precisely	so	very	near	to	them,	yes,	within	them.	Ten	days	after
His	departure	from	this	earth,	He	sent	His	Holy	Spirit	to	live	in	the	hearts	of	all
His	followers.	The	ascension	is	described	in:

Acts	 1:6	 Therefore,	 when	 they	 had	 come	 together,	 they	 asked	 Him,	 saying,
“Lord,	will	You	at	 this	 time	 restore	 the	 kingdom	 to	 Israel?”	7	And	He	 said	 to
them,	“It	is	not	for	you	to	know	times	or	seasons	which	the	Father	has	put	in	His
own	 authority.	 8	 But	 you	 shall	 receive	 power	 when	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 has	 come
upon	you;	and	you	shall	be	witnesses	to	Me	in	Jerusalem,	and	in	all	Judea	and
Samaria,	and	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	9	Now	when	He	had	spoken	these	things,
while	 they	 watched,	 He	 was	 taken	 up,	 and	 a	 cloud	 received	Him	 out	 of	 their
sight.

The	benefit	of	His	ascension	is	described	in	John	16:5-16,	verse	7	being	the	core
text:

7	“Nevertheless	I	tell	you	the	truth.	It	is	to	your	advantage	that	I	go	away;	for	if
I	do	not	go	away,	 the	Helper	will	not	come	 to	you;	but	 if	 I	depart,	 I	will	 send
Him	to	you.”

The	Tanakh	also	 refers	 to	His	 return	 to	heaven,	 just	 as	 there	are	 references,	 in
many	instances,	to	His	coming	to	this	earth.	The	prophet	Hosea	says	about	His
return:

Hosea	5:15	“I	will	return	again	to	My	place	till	they	acknowledge	their	offense.
Then	they	will	seek	My	face;	in	their	affliction	they	will	earnestly	seek	Me.”

Midrash	Eicha	 (41)	states	about	 this:	“The	Holy	One—praised	be	He—said:	‘I
no	longer	have	a	dwelling	place	in	this	land.	I	will	withdraw	my	Shekinah	from



it	and	ascend	to	My	former	dwelling	place,’	as	it	is	written:	‘I	will	return	again
to	My	place	 till	 they	acknowledge	 their	offense.	Then	 they	will	 seek	My	 face’”
(Hosea	5:15).

In	Midrash	Rus	(5:6)	we	read,	“Rabbi	Berechia	cited	Rabbi	Levi:	Just	as	the	first
redeemer	(Moshe)	so	is	the	last	redeemer	(mashiach).	Just	as	the	first	redeemer
was	revealed,	then	concealed,	and	how	long	was	he	concealed	(his	grave	was	not
found),	 so	 the	 future	 redeemer	 will	 be	 revealed	 to	 them	 as	 well	 and	 then	 be
concealed	from	them.”

The	 prophet	 Hosea	 not	 only	 speaks	 about	 His	 leaving	 but	 also	 about	 Israel’s
conversion,	 and	 about	 His	 second	 coming,	 for	 He	 will	 leave	 until	 the	 Jewish
people	 confess	 their	 guilt.	 Read	 more	 about	 this	 in	 Zechariah	 14.	 At	 that
moment,	His	feet	will	stand	again	on	the	Mount	of	Olives.

Psalm	68:18	also	speaks	about	the	Messiah’s	ascension:

18	You	have	ascended	on	high,	You	have	led	captivity	captive;	You	have	received
gifts	 among	 men,	 even	 from	 the	 rebellious,	 that	 the	 LORD	 God	 might	 dwell
there.

In	Daniel	 7:13-14,	 the	 prophet	 speaks	 about	 the	 return	 of	 the	Messiah	 to	 His
Father	in	heaven.	He	will	then	receive	all	power	in	heaven	and	on	earth.

13	“I	was	watching	 in	 the	night	visions,	and	behold,	One	 like	 the	Son	of	Man,
coming	with	 the	 clouds	 of	 heaven!	He	 came	 to	 the	Ancient	 of	Days,	And	 they
brought	Him	near	before	Him.	14	Then	 to	Him	was	given	dominion	and	glory
and	a	kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages	should	serve	Him.	His
dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting	 dominion,	 which	 shall	 not	 pass	 away,	 and	 His
kingdom	the	one	which	shall	not	be	destroyed.”



64.	The	new	covenant
How	is	the	Old	Covenant	completed?

By	rejecting	the	Lord	Jesus,	Israel	breaks	the	Old	Covenant.

The	Messiah,	the	Servant	of	the	Lord,	Who	fulfilled	all	the	requirements	of	the
Torah,	 is	 handed	 over	 and	 betrayed	 for	 a	 slave’s	 price	 (Exodus	 21:30,	 32	 and
Zechariah	11:10-13).	Matthew	26:24	“The	Son	of	Man	indeed	goes	just	as	it	 is
written	 of	Him,	 but	woe	 to	 that	man	 by	whom	 the	 Son	 of	Man	 is	 betrayed!	 It
would	have	been	good	 for	 that	man	 if	he	had	not	been	born.”	25	Then	Judas,
who	was	betraying	Him,	answered	and	 said,	“Rabbi,	 is	 it	 I?”	He	said	 to	him,
“You	have	said	it.”

In	Matthew	12:24,	the	spiritual	leaders	committed	the	sin	against	the	Holy	Spirit
by	asserting	that	Jesus	cast	out	demons	by	Beelzebub,	 the	ruler	of	 the	demons.
This	 happened	 after	 Jesus	 had	 shown	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 prophecy	 by	 the
prophet	Isaiah	by	healing	the	blind,	the	crippled	and	the	lame.	Then,	in	Matthew
13:1,	it	says	that	Jesus	went	out	of	the	house	(of	Israel)	and	sat	by	the	sea	(of	the
nations).	 After	 that,	 He	 spoke	 only	 to	 the	 people	 through	 parables	 which	 He
explained	to	His	disciples.

Does	this	mean	the	definite	end	of	Israel	as	some	explain	it	based	on:

Matthew	 21:19	And	 seeing	 a	 fig	 tree	 by	 the	 road,	 He	 came	 to	 it	 and	 found
nothing	on	it	but	leaves,	and	said	to	it,	“Let	no	fruit	grow	on	you	ever	again.”
Immediately	the	fig	tree	withered	away.

With	the	fig	tree,	Israel	is	meant	as	Jesus	Himself	indicates	in	Matthew	24:32.	In
verse	 19	 of	 Chapter	 21,	 we	 read	 the	 words	 “Let	 no	 fruit	 grow	 on	 you	 ever
again,”	but	another	translation	(YLC)	says,	“No	more	from	tree	may	fruit	be—to
the	 age.”	 That	 would	 mean	 there	 is	 still	 a	 future	 for	 Israel,	 as	 is	 stated	 in	 a
multitude	of	other	prophecies.

How	was	the	New	Covenant	concluded?	The	Lord	Jesus	instituted	this	covenant
while	celebrating	the	Passover	with	His	disciples.	This	New	Covenant	is	based
on	His	suffering	and	death	on	the	cross	where	He	shed	His	blood	as	a	sacrifice
for	the	forgiveness	of	sins	of	all	who	are	given	to	Him	by	the	Father.

He	took	the	unleavened	bread,	thanked	for	it,	broke	it,	saying,	“This	is	My	body
that	 is	 broken	 for	 you.”	 In	 this	way,	He	 showed	 that	 the	Torah	 had	 now	been



fulfilled.	Matthew	26:26	And	as	they	were	eating,	Jesus	took	bread,	blessed	and
broke	it,	and	gave	it	to	the	disciples	and	said,	“Take,	eat;	this	is	My	body.”	27
Then	He	took	the	cup,	and	gave	thanks,	and	gave	it	to	them,	saying,	“Drink	from
it,	 all	 of	 you.	 28	For	 this	 is	My	blood	of	 the	 new	 covenant,	which	 is	 shed	 for
many	for	the	remission	of	sins.	29	But	I	say	to	you,	I	will	not	drink	of	this	fruit	of
the	vine	from	now	on	until	that	day	when	I	drink	it	new	with	you	in	My	Father’s
kingdom.”

Hebrews	9:16	For	where	there	is	a	testament,	there	must	also	of	necessity	be	the
death	of	the	testator.	17	For	a	testament	is	in	force	after	men	are	dead,	since	it
has	no	power	at	all	while	the	testator	lives.

The	 first	 covenant	was	also	made	and	confirmed	 through	blood	 (Exodus	24:8)
How	much	more	valuable	is	the	blood	of	the	Messiah	Who	without	sin	offered
Himself	through	the	eternal	Spirit.

Hebrews	 9:14	 how	 much	 more	 shall	 the	 blood	 of	 Christ,	 who	 through	 the
eternal	Spirit	offered	Himself	without	spot	to	God,	cleanse	your	conscience	from
dead	works	to	serve	the	living	God?

After	the	Lord	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	had	accomplished	the	sacrifice	and	had	risen
from	the	dead,	the	New	Covenant	could	become	effective.	God,	the	Father,	had
accepted	the	sacrifice	of	His	Son.

It	is	important	that,	behind	the	word	blood	in	this	connection,	we	always	see	the
One	Who	shed/sacrificed	His	blood.	The	blood	always	has	to	do	with	the	Lord
Jesus’	 accomplished	 work,	 about	 His	 offering,	 about	 His	 life	 that	 He	 gave	 to
save	sinners.	 In	 the	NT,	 there	are	many	 texts	 relating	 to	 the	blood	of	 the	Lord
Jesus:

The	blood	cleanses	from	dead	works	(Hebrews	9:14).

Saved	by	the	blood	(1Peter	1:19).

The	blood	cleanses	from	all	sin	(1John	1:7).

Washed	and	saved	from	sins	in	His	blood	(Revelation	1:5).

Overcome	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	(Revelation	12:11).

The	robes	washed	in	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	(Revelation	7:14).

All	 the	 above	 verses	 deal	 with	 Him	 Who	 gave	 His	 blood	 as	 an	 offering	 on



Calvary.

God’s	global	plan	is	fulfilled	in	the	New	Covenant.	People	not	only	worship	in
Jerusalem,	but	everywhere	in	the	world	(Psalm	117:1).

Rabbi	Levi	Ben	Gershon	(1288-1344)	said	of	Deuteronomy	18:18:	“Moses,	by
the	 miracles	 he	 performed,	 brought	 a	 single	 nation	 to	 worship	 God,	 but	 the
Messiah	will	draw	all	peoples	to	worship	God.”

For	 whom	 is	 the	 New	 Covenant	 intended?	 Who	 may	 share	 in	 it?	 The	 New
Testament	 is	 for	 those	who	 are	 born	 again	by	 accepting	 the	Spirit	 of	God	 and
Jesus,	the	Messiah,	as	their	Savior	by	a	true	faith.	It	is	a	covenant	of	grace.	Only
through	God’s	grace	can	one	partake	in	this	covenant.	A	person	does	not	partake
of	 the	New	Covenant	 by	 being	 baptized.	Unfortunately,	many	Churches	 teach
this	in	some	way	or	another.



65.	The	Holy	Spirit
Both	 in	 the	Tanakh	and	 in	 the	NT,	 the	work	of	God’s	Spirit	 is	dealt	with.	But
there	are	major	differences.

The	Holy	Spirit	is	a	Person,	the	third	Person	in	the	triune	Godhead.	This	was	not
yet	so	well-known	in	the	Tanakh.	The	prophets	considered	Him	to	be	the	Author
of	life.	Also	Job	testifies	to	this:

Job	33:4	The	Spirit	of	God	has	made	me,	and	the	breath	of	the	Almighty	gives
me	life.

In	Genesis	1,	we	read	that	the	Spirit	of	God	was	involved	in	the	creation:

Genesis	1:1	In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	2	The	earth
was	without	form,	and	void;	and	darkness	was	on	the	face	of	the	deep.	And	the
Spirit	of	God	was	hovering	over	the	face	of	the	waters.

The	first	people	had	received	God’s	Spirit,	but	because	of	 their	 falling	 into	sin
God	took	the	Holy	Spirit	away	from	them,	as	we	can	read	in	Genesis	6:

Genesis	6:3	And	 the	LORD	said,	“My	Spirit	 shall	not	 strive	with	man	 forever,
for	he	is	indeed	flesh;	yet	his	days	shall	be	one	hundred	and	twenty	years.”

In	the	Tanakh,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	also	known	as	a	Person,	yet	in	a	limited	manner.

In	Isaiah	63:10	we	read	about	grieving	the	Holy	Spirit;	He	comes	clearly	across
as	 a	 Person:	 ‘10	 But	 they	 rebelled	 and	 grieved	His	Holy	 Spirit;	 so	He	 turned
Himself	against	them	as	an	enemy,	and	He	fought	against	them.’

In	the	Tanakh,	we	frequently	see	the	Holy	Spirit	present	in	a	person,	and	He	is
also	 recognizable	 to	outsiders.	But	 compared	 to	 the	NT,	 it	 is	 to	 a	very	 limited
extent.	Examples	from	the	Tanakh	include:

Genesis	41:38	And	Pharaoh	said	 to	his	 servants,	“Can	we	 find	such	a	one	as
this,	a	man	in	whom	is	the	Spirit	of	God?”	(This	refers	to	Moses,	God’s	servant.)

Exodus	31:2	“See,	I	have	called	by	name	Bezalel	the	son	of	Uri,	the	son	of	Hur,
of	the	tribe	of	Judah.	3	And	I	have	filled	him	with	the	Spirit	of	God,	in	wisdom,
in	understanding,	in	knowledge,	and	in	all	manner	of	workmanship.”

In	the	latter	verse,	there	is	even	talk	of	a	being	filled	with	the	Spirit	of	God.	In
Numbers	27,	we	read	that	Joshua	is	a	man	in	whom	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells:



Numbers	27:18	And	 the	 LORD	 said	 to	Moses:	 “Take	 Joshua	 the	 son	 of	 Nun
with	you,	a	man	in	whom	is	the	Spirit,	and	lay	your	hand	on	him.”

When	Moses	 was	 unable	 to	 lead	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 all	 by	 himself,	 he	 was
helped	by	seventy	elders	from	the	people	of	Israel.	In	order	to	perform	their	task,
they	too	received	part	of	the	Spirit	that	was	on	Moses.

Numbers	11:16	So	the	LORD	said	to	Moses:	“Gather	to	Me	seventy	men	of	the
elders	of	Israel,	whom	you	know	to	be	the	elders	of	the	people	and	officers	over
them;	bring	 them	 to	 the	 tabernacle	of	meeting,	 that	 they	may	 stand	 there	with
you.	17	Then	I	will	come	down	and	talk	with	you	there.	I	will	take	of	the	Spirit
that	is	upon	you	and	will	put	the	same	upon	them;	and	they	shall	bear	the	burden
of	the	people	with	you,	that	you	may	not	bear	it	yourself	alone.”	(…)	25	Then	the
LORD	came	down	in	the	cloud,	and	spoke	to	him,	and	took	of	the	Spirit	that	was
upon	him,	and	placed	the	same	upon	the	seventy	elders;	and	it	happened,	when
the	 Spirit	 rested	 upon	 them,	 that	 they	 prophesied,	 although	 they	 never	 did	 so
again.	26	But	two	men	had	remained	in	the	camp:	the	name	of	one	was	Eldad,
and	 the	 name	of	 the	 other	Medad.	And	 the	 Spirit	 rested	 upon	 them.	Now	 they
were	among	 those	 listed,	but	who	had	not	gone	out	 to	 the	 tabernacle;	yet	 they
prophesied	in	 the	camp.	(…)	29	Then	Moses	said	 to	him,	“Are	you	zealous	for
my	 sake?	 Oh,	 that	 all	 the	 LORD’s	 people	 were	 prophets	 and	 that	 the	 LORD
would	put	His	Spirit	upon	them!”

At	 the	end	of	 the	 journey	 through	 the	wilderness,	when	 they	were	at	Canaan’s
border	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 there	 was	 this	 special	 situation.	 After	 the	 spies	 had
returned,	it	turned	out	that	only	few	of	the	people	had	the	Holy	Spirit,	not	even
the	elders.	Only	God’s	 servant	Caleb	had	a	different	Spirit	 in	him—apparently
the	Holy	Spirit—to	be	able	to	make	a	good	choice	and	trust	the	LORD.	As	did
Moses	and	Joshua.

Numbers	14:24	“But	My	servant	Caleb,	because	he	has	a	different	spirit	in	him
and	 has	 followed	Me	 fully,	 I	 will	 bring	 into	 the	 land	 where	 he	 went,	 and	 his
descendants	shall	inherit	it.”

As	 a	matter	 of	 fact,	 the	 Tanakh	 speaks	more	 about	 the	 Spirit	 coming	 upon	 a
person	than	within	a	person.	An	example	of	this	is	the	story	of	Balaam.	On	top
of	 it,	 this	 is	an	example	of	a	situation	 in	which	 the	Spirit	of	God	came	upon	a
godless	person.

Numbers	24:2	And	Balaam	raised	his	eyes,	and	saw	Israel	encamped	according



to	their	tribes;	and	the	Spirit	of	God	came	upon	him.

In	 the	 Tanakh,	 the	work	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 is	 often	 seen	 in	 combination	with
violence.

Samson,	gripped	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	ripped	apart	a	young	lion	and	pulled	down
the	pillars	of	 the	 idol	 temple	 in	Dragon.	The	Spirit	of	God	came	upon	military
leaders	 such	 as	 Othniel,	 Gideon	 and	 Jephthah	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Judges:	 “The
Abiezrites	 gathered	behind	him”	means	 that	 the	men	 from	 the	house	of	Abiez
were	summoned	to	follow	him.

Judges	6:34	But	 the	Spirit	 of	 the	LORD	came	upon	Gideon;	 then	he	blew	 the
trumpet,	and	the	Abiezrites	gathered	behind	him.

This	is	different	in	the	NT.	In	the	Tanakh,	the	Holy	Spirit	came	and	went	as	God
the	Father	ordered.	After	Pentecost,	the	Holy	Spirit	comes	to	live	in	the	hearts	of
the	believers	(1Corinthians	6:19-20).	Another	NT	task	is	found	in:

1	Corinthians	 12:13	For	 by	 one	 Spirit	 we	were	 all	 baptized	 into	 one	 body—
whether	 Jews	 or	 Greeks,	 whether	 slaves	 or	 free—and	 have	 all	 been	 made	 to
drink	into	one	Spirit.

The	fruit	of	the	Spirit	becomes	visible,	as	it	is	stated	in:

Galatians	 5:22	 But	 the	 fruit	 of	 the	 Spirit	 is	 love,	 joy,	 peace,	 longsuffering,
kindness,	goodness,	faithfulness.

However,	 in	 the	 Tanakh,	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 also	 partook	 in	 the	 sanctification,	 as
appears	from	King	David’s	devout	prayer:	“Do	not	 take	Your	Holy	Spirit	 from
me.”	David	was	afraid	this	would	happen,	due	to	his	sin	with	Bathsheba.	The	sin
committed	by	David	and	also	by	Israel	grieved	the	Holy	Spirit.

In	the	Tanakh,	the	Spirit	could	come	upon	a	person,	but	also	disappear	again	as	a
result	of	certain	causes.	An	example	of	this	is	King	Saul.	This	is	described	in:

1Samuel	16:13	Then	Samuel	took	the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him	in	the	midst
of	 his	 brothers;	 and	 the	 Spirit	 of	 the	 LORD	 came	 upon	 David	 from	 that	 day
forward.	 So	Samuel	 arose	and	went	 to	Ramah.	 14	But	 the	Spirit	 of	 the	LORD
departed	from	Saul,	and	a	distressing	spirit	from	the	LORD	troubled	him.	(…)	23
And	so	 it	was,	whenever	 the	spirit	 from	God	was	upon	Saul,	 that	David	would
take	a	harp	and	play	 it	with	his	hand.	Then	Saul	would	become	refreshed	and
well,	and	the	distressing	spirit	would	depart	from	him.



Another	few	examples	of	persons	in	the	Tanakh	who	were	filled	with	the	Spirit
of	the	LORD:	David	(2Samuel	23:1),	Elijah	and	Elisha	(2Kings	2:9),	the	Levite
Jahaziel	 (2Chronicles	 20:14),	 Zechariah,	 the	 son	 of	 the	 priest	 Jehoiada
(2Chronicles	24:20).

In	the	Tanakh,	King	David	prophesied	about	the	Messiah	Who	was	to	come.

The	 prophets	 also	 prophesied	 about	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 Who	 was	 to	 come.
Sometimes	this	relates	to	the	Spirit	that	will	rest	on	the	Messiah	and	with	which
He	will	be	filled.

However,	 the	 prophecy	 can	 also	 refer	 to	 the	 work	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 in	 His
renewing	 power,	 in	 the	 hearts	 of	 the	 Israelites.	 Afterwards,	 there	 sometimes
appear	to	be	two	dimensions	in	the	prophecies—on	the	one	hand	relating	to	the
first	coming	of	the	Messiah,	and	on	the	other	relating	to	His	second	coming.

Isaiah	11:1	There	shall	come	forth	a	Rod	from	the	stem	of	Jesse,	and	a	Branch
shall	grow	out	of	his	roots.	2	The	Spirit	of	 the	LORD	shall	rest	upon	Him,	 the
Spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding,	the	Spirit	of	counsel	and	might,	the	Spirit	of
knowledge	and	of	the	fear	of	the	LORD.

Isaiah	 32:14	 Because	 the	 palaces	 will	 be	 forsaken,	 the	 bustling	 city	 will	 be
deserted.	The	forts	and	towers	will	become	lairs	forever,	a	joy	of	wild	donkeys,	a
pasture	 of	 flocks	 15	 until	 the	 Spirit	 is	 poured	 upon	 us	 from	 on	 high,	 and	 the
wilderness	becomes	a	fruitful	field,	and	the	fruitful	field	is	counted	as	a	forest.

Isaiah	44:3	“For	I	will	pour	water	on	him	who	is	thirsty,	and	floods	on	the	dry
ground;	 I	 will	 pour	My	 Spirit	 on	 your	 descendants,	 and	My	 blessing	 on	 your
offspring.”

Isaiah	61:1	“The	Spirit	of	 the	Lord	GOD	 is	upon	Me,	because	 the	LORD	has
anointed	Me	 to	 preach	 good	 tidings	 to	 the	 poor;	 He	 has	 sent	Me	 to	 heal	 the
brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives,	and	the	opening	of	the	prison
to	those	who	are	bound.”

Isaiah	 63:10	 But	 they	 rebelled	 and	 grieved	 His	 Holy	 Spirit;	 so	 He	 turned
Himself	 against	 them	 as	 an	 enemy,	 and	 He	 fought	 against	 them	 11	 Then	 he
remembered	 the	days	of	old,	Moses	and	his	people,	saying:	“Where	 is	He	who
brought	them	up	out	of	the	sea	with	the	shepherd	of	His	flock?	Where	is	He	who
put	His	Holy	Spirit	within	them?”

Ezekiel	11:5	Then	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD	fell	upon	me,	and	said	to	me,	“Speak!



‘Thus	says	 the	LORD:	“Thus	you	have	said,	O	house	of	 Israel;	 for	 I	know	the
things	that	come	into	your	mind.”’”

Ezekiel	36:25	“Then	I	will	sprinkle	clean	water	on	you,	and	you	shall	be	clean;
I	will	cleanse	you	from	all	your	filthiness	and	from	all	your	idols.	26	I	will	give
you	a	new	heart	and	put	a	new	spirit	within	you;	I	will	take	the	heart	of	stone	out
of	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	27	I	will	put	My	Spirit	within	you	and
cause	you	to	walk	in	My	statutes,	and	you	will	keep	My	judgments	and	do	them.”

Ezekiel	37:12	Therefore	prophesy	and	say	 to	 them,	‘Thus	says	 the	Lord	GOD:
“Behold,	O	My	people,	I	will	open	your	graves	and	cause	you	to	come	up	from
your	graves,	and	bring	you	into	the	land	of	Israel.	13	Then	you	shall	know	that	I
am	the	LORD,	when	I	have	opened	your	graves,	O	My	people,	and	brought	you
up	from	your	graves.	14	I	will	put	My	Spirit	in	you,	and	you	shall	live,	and	I	will
place	you	in	your	own	land.	Then	you	shall	know	that	I,	the	LORD,	have	spoken
it	and	performed	it,”	says	the	LORD.’”

Ezekiel	39:28	“‘then	they	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD	their	God,	who	sent
them	into	captivity	among	the	nations,	but	also	brought	them	back	to	their	land,
and	 left	none	of	 them	captive	any	 longer.	29	And	 I	will	not	hide	My	 face	 from
them	anymore;	for	I	shall	have	poured	out	My	Spirit	on	the	house	of	Israel,’	says
the	Lord	GOD.”

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,
and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.”

The	birth	of	 the	Messiah	Jesus	was	 the	work	of	 the	Holy	Spirit;	 the	evangelist
Matthew	tells	us	about	it:

Matthew	1:18	Now	the	birth	of	Jesus	Christ	was	as	 follows:	After	His	mother
Mary	was	betrothed	 to	 Joseph,	 before	 they	 came	 together,	 she	was	 found	with
child	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

John	the	Baptist,	the	herald	of	the	Messiah,	points	out	in	his	preaching	that	the
Messiah	will	baptize	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	(Also	with	fire,	but	that	points	to	His
task	as	Judge.)

Jesus	 baptized	His	 disciples	with	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 after	His	 ascension	 the
Holy	Spirit	was	poured	out.	From	that	moment,	everybody	who	believes	in	Him



and	 is	 baptized	 in	 the	 Name	 of	 the	 Father,	 the	 Son	 and	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 will
receive	the	Holy	Spirit.

Matthew	3:11	“I	indeed	baptize	you	with	water	unto	repentance,	but	He	who	is
coming	after	me	is	mightier	than	I,	whose	sandals	I	am	not	worthy	to	carry.	He
will	baptize	you	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	fire.”

While	 the	Messiah	was	 still	 on	 earth,	 He	 taught	His	 disciples	 about	 the	most
important	 work	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit:	 to	 convict	 people	 of	 sin	 and	 of	 the
righteousness	of	the	Messiah.	We	people,	by	nature,	live	in	unrighteousness	and
cannot	appear	before	God	in	a	righteous	manner	when	He	is	going	to	judge	us
and	our	books	of	life	are	opened.	People	can	only	be	made	righteous	by	faith	in
the	Messiah	Jesus,	through	repentance	and	regeneration.

Through	this	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Father	and	the	Son	are	glorified.	The
following	verses	speak	about	this:

John	16:7	“Nevertheless	 I	 tell	 you	 the	 truth.	 It	 is	 to	 your	advantage	 that	 I	go
away;	for	if	I	do	not	go	away,	the	Helper	will	not	come	to	you;	but	if	I	depart,	I
will	send	Him	to	you.	8	And	when	He	has	come,	He	will	convict	the	world	of	sin,
and	of	righteousness,	and	of	judgment:	9	of	sin,	because	they	do	not	believe	in
Me;	(…)	13	However,	when	He,	the	Spirit	of	truth,	has	come,	He	will	guide	you
into	all	truth;	for	He	will	not	speak	on	His	own	authority,	but	whatever	He	hears
He	will	speak;	and	He	will	tell	you	things	to	come.	14	He	will	glorify	Me,	for	He
will	take	of	what	is	Mine	and	declare	it	to	you.	15	All	things	that	the	Father	has
are	Mine.	Therefore	I	said	that	He	will	take	of	Mine	and	declare	it	to	you.”

The	fruit	of	the	Spirit,	as	stated	in	Galatians	5:22,	is	important.	The	gifts	of	the
Spirit,	as	stated	in	1Corinthians	12:4-10,	are	important,	but	most	important	is	the
work	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	as	stated	above,	in	saving	sinners.

That	 is	why	 in	 the	proclamation	of	 the	gospel	 this	work	must	 always	 take	 the
central	 place,	 as	 it	was	 the	 core	of	 the	preaching	of	 John	 the	Baptist,	 of	 Jesus
Himself,	and	of	the	apostles.

The	baptism	with	fire

The	other	baptism	John	the	Baptist	talked	about,	was	the	baptism	with	fire.	Why
and	 to	 what	 end	 baptizing	 with	 fire?	 Fire	 in	 the	 Bible	 deals	 with	 holiness,
judgment,	purification.	In	Isaiah	4,	the	LORD	says	that	the	filth	of	Israel	must	be
washed	 away	 by	 the	 spirit	 of	 judgment	 and	 by	 the	 spirit	 of	 burning	 fire.	 In



Zechariah	 13,	 the	 prophet	 says	 that	 the	 LORD	 will	 bring	 one	 third	 of	 Israel
through	 the	fire,	 that	He	will	 refine	 them.	And	 that	part—the	remainder—will,
once	purged,	call	again	on	the	Name	of	the	LORD.	And	Malachi	3	also	speaks	of
fire,	of	refining,	purifying	and	purging	Israel—and	specifically	 the	Levites,	 the
servants	of	God.

When	the	LORD	judges,	refines	and	purifies,	the	consequences	can	be	twofold:
Either	man	is	judged	and	is	consumed	by	fire,	or	man	is	purified,	purged,	his	sins
done	away	with;	he	is	then	ready	to	give	all	praise	and	honor	to	the	LORD.

An	English	revival	song	(J.	Edwin	Orr:	‘Search	me,	O	God’)	was	translated	into
Dutch	as:	‘Baptize	me	with	fire.’	However,	a	child	of	God	has	been	cleansed	and
may	not	even	be	baptized	with	fire.

In	 the	 NT,	 the	 apostle	 speaks	 in	 1Corinthians	 3	 also	 about	 the	 judgment	 day
when	everybody’s	work	will	be	revealed	by	fire.	Acts	2	describes	the	outpouring
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	verse	3,	with	‘tongues	as	of	fire.’

Isaiah	4:4	When	 the	Lord	has	washed	away	 the	 filth	of	 the	daughters	of	Zion,
and	purged	the	blood	of	Jerusalem	from	her	midst,	by	the	spirit	of	judgment	and
by	the	spirit	of	burning.

Zechariah	13:9	 I	will	 bring	 the	one-third	 through	 the	 fire,	will	 refine	 them	as
silver	is	refined,	and	test	them	as	gold	is	tested.	They	will	call	on	My	name,	and	I
will	answer	 them.	 I	will	 say,	 ‘This	 is	My	people’;	and	each	one	will	 say,	 ‘The
LORD	is	my	God.’”

Malachi	3:2	“But	who	can	endure	the	day	of	His	coming?	And	who	can	stand
when	He	appears?	For	He	is	like	a	refiner’s	fire	and	like	launderer’s	soap.	3	He
will	sit	as	a	refiner	and	a	purifier	of	silver;	He	will	purify	the	sons	of	Levi,	and
purge	 them	as	gold	and	silver,	 that	 they	may	offer	 to	 the	LORD	an	offering	 in
righteousness.”

1Corinthians	3:13	each	one’s	work	will	become	clear;	for	the	Day	will	declare
it,	because	 it	will	be	revealed	by	 fire;	and	the	 fire	will	 test	each	one’s	work,	of
what	 sort	 it	 is.	 14	 If	 anyone’s	 work	 which	 he	 has	 built	 on	 it	 endures,	 he	 will
receive	 a	 reward.	 15	 If	 anyone’s	 work	 is	 burned,	 he	 will	 suffer	 loss;	 but	 he
himself	will	be	saved,	yet	so	as	through	fire.

After	 the	 Lord	 Jesus’	 ascension,	 the	 words	 promised	 by	 the	 prophet	 Joel
concerning	the	New	Covenant	became	effective:	the	Holy	Spirit	was	poured	out.



Joel	2:28	“And	it	shall	come	to	pass	afterward	that	I	will	pour	out	My	Spirit	on
all	flesh;	your	sons	and	your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	your	old	men	shall	dream
dreams,	your	young	men	shall	see	visions.	29	And	also	on	My	menservants	and
on	My	maidservants	I	will	pour	out	My	Spirit	in	those	days.”

Acts	2:16	“But	 this	 is	what	was	 spoken	 by	 the	 prophet	 Joel:	 17	 ‘And	 it	 shall
come	to	pass	in	the	last	days,	says	God,	that	I	will	pour	out	of	My	Spirit	on	all
flesh;	 your	 sons	and	your	daughters	 shall	prophesy,	 your	young	men	 shall	 see
visions,	your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams.	18	And	on	My	menservants	and	on
My	 maidservants	 I	 will	 pour	 out	 My	 Spirit	 in	 those	 days;	 and	 they	 shall
prophesy.’”

After	 the	 outpouring	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	 many	 people	 in	 Israel	 repented;	 they
came	 to	 faith	 in	 the	 Lord	 Jesus,	 the	Messiah,	 and	were	 born	 again.	 After	 the
sermon	 of	 the	 apostle	 Peter,	 many	 people	 repented,	 they	 humbled	 themselves
and	 came	 to	 faith	 in	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	whom	 they	 had	 crucified,	 just	 shortly
before.	What	a	powerful	work	of	 the	Holy	Spirit	 to	make	dead	hearts	alive,	 to
make	harsh	hearts	weak.

This	was	a	partial	 fulfillment	of	 the	prophecies	by	 the	prophets	concerning	 the
New	Covenant	and	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	other	dimension	of	the
prophecies	relates	to	Israel’s	conversion	at	the	end	of	times:

Acts	2:22	“Men	of	Israel,	hear	these	words:	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	a	Man	attested
by	God	to	you	by	miracles,	wonders,	and	signs	which	God	did	through	Him	in
your	midst,	as	you	yourselves	also	know	 (…)	36	Therefore	 let	all	 the	house	of
Israel	know	assuredly	 that	God	has	made	this	Jesus,	whom	you	crucified,	both
Lord	and	Christ.”	(…)	40	And	with	many	other	words	he	testified	and	exhorted
them,	 saying,	 “Be	 saved	 from	 this	 perverse	 generation.”	 41	 Then	 those	 who
gladly	received	his	word	were	baptized;	and	that	day	about	three	thousand	souls
were	added	to	them.

Acts	 8:15	who,	 when	 they	 had	 come	 down,	 prayed	 for	 them	 that	 they	 might
receive	the	Holy	Spirit.	16	For	as	yet	He	had	fallen	upon	none	of	them.	They	had
only	been	baptized	 in	 the	name	of	 the	Lord	Jesus.	17	Then	 they	 laid	hands	on
them,	and	they	received	the	Holy	Spirit.

Acts	 9:17	And	 Ananias	 went	 his	 way	 and	 entered	 the	 house;	 and	 laying	 his
hands	on	him	he	said,	“Brother	Saul,	 the	Lord	Jesus,	who	appeared	 to	you	on
the	road	as	you	came,	has	sent	me	that	you	may	receive	your	sight	and	be	filled



with	the	Holy	Spirit.”

Acts	10:44	While	Peter	was	still	speaking	these	words,	the	Holy	Spirit	fell	upon
all	 those	who	 heard	 the	word.	 45	And	 those	 of	 the	 circumcision	who	 believed
were	astonished,	as	many	as	came	with	Peter,	because	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit
had	been	poured	out	on	the	Gentiles	also.

Conversion	is	turning	around;	becoming	a	sinner	in	the	face	of	God;	becoming
convinced	of	sin,	righteousness	and	judgment	by	God’s	Spirit;	enlightenment	of
the	mind;	repenting;	confessing	guilt;	surrender;	dying	to	one’s	own	self;	doing
works	that	are	in	harmony	with	conversion.	God	requires	every	person	to	repent.
By	 nature,	 a	 person	 does	 not	want	 to	 convert.	Nobody	 seeks	God.	 It	 is	God’s
work	in	a	person	and	to	a	person.	It	is	God	Who	works	in	a	person	both	to	will
and	 to	 do.	 However,	 nobody	 can	 blame	 God	 for	 not	 being	 converted.	 It	 is	 a
person’s	own	responsibility.

Faith	 in	 Jesus	 Christ	 is	 embracing	 Christ	 as	 Savior,	 Reconciler,	 Justifier,
Purifier,	Sanctifier.	A	person	who	believes	in	the	Son	is	not	condemned,	but	has
eternal	 life.	 Faith	 is	 denying	 one’s	 own	 will.	 It	 is	 God’s	 will	 that	 everybody
believe	in	the	Son.	Faith	is	a	gift	of	God.	God	has	never	decided	to	bring	about
unbelief	 in	a	person.	God	is	not	 the	Author	of	sin.	Nobody	can	blame	God	for
the	 fact	 that	 he	 does	 not	 believe.	Neither	 did	God	make	 a	 special	 decision	 to
reject	a	person.	But,	on	 the	other	hand,	man	is	born	as	an	unbeliever	(with	 the
exception	of	John	the	Baptist).

Regeneration—becoming	 alive	 from	 having	 been	 dead;	 receiving	 new	 life;
being	born	 again.	A	person’s	old	 life	 dies,	 and	new	 life	 flourishes	 through	 the
working	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

In	Titus	3:5,	the	apostle	Paul	speaks	about	being	born	again,	where	he	states	the
entire	process	from	death	to	life,	from	repentance,	confession	of	sins,	and	belief.
He	 calls	 it	 a	washing—being	 submerged	 in	water,	 dying	 to	 sin,	 and	 rising	 up
from	the	water	as	a	new	creation.	It’s	not	a	long	process,	for	then	a	person	would
drown.	 The	 word	 ‘birth’	 also	 means	 that	 it	 is	 something	 a	 person	 cannot	 do
himself.	A	child	 that	 is	being	born	does	nothing	 to	be	born,	 it	happens	 to	him.
Likewise	with	regeneration	or	rebirth.	The	word	birth	means	it	is	a	brief	process:
a	person	is	born	and	comes	to	life,	or	he	dies	in	childbirth.

In	Matthew	19:28,	the	Lord	Jesus	also	calls	the	entire	process	of	repentance	and
faith	a	regeneration:



Matthew	 19:28	 So	 Jesus	 said	 to	 them,	 “Assuredly	 I	 say	 to	 you,	 that	 in	 the
regeneration,	when	the	Son	of	Man	sits	on	the	throne	of	His	glory,	you	who	have
followed	Me	will	also	sit	on	twelve	thrones,	judging	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.

John	3:3	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	him,	“Most	assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	unless
one	 is	 born	 again,	 he	 cannot	 see	 the	 kingdom	 of	God.”	 4	 Nicodemus	 said	 to
Him,	“How	can	a	man	be	born	when	he	is	old?	Can	he	enter	a	second	time	into
his	mother’s	womb	and	be	born?”	5	Jesus	answered,	“Most	assuredly,	I	say	to
you,	unless	one	is	born	of	water	and	the	Spirit,	he	cannot	enter	the	kingdom	of
God.”

Titus	3:5	not	by	works	of	righteousness	which	we	have	done,	but	according	to
His	mercy	He	saved	us,	through	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewing	of	the
Holy	Spirit.

1Peter	 1:3	 Blessed	 be	 the	 God	 and	 Father	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ,	 who
according	to	His	abundant	mercy	has	begotten	us	again	to	a	living	hope	through
the	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	from	the	dead	(…)	23	having	been	born	again,
not	of	corruptible	seed	but	 incorruptible,	 through	 the	word	of	God	which	 lives
and	abides	forever.

What	is	repentance?

Repentance	is	exactly	conveyed	in:

Acts	26:18	‘to	open	their	eyes,	in	order	to	turn	them	from	darkness	to	light,	and
from	the	power	of	Satan	to	God,	that	they	may	receive	forgiveness	of	sins	and	an
inheritance	among	those	who	are	sanctified	by	faith	in	Me.’	19	“Therefore,	King
Agrippa,	 I	was	not	 disobedient	 to	 the	heavenly	 vision,	 20	but	 declared	 first	 to
those	 in	Damascus	 and	 in	 Jerusalem,	 and	 throughout	 all	 the	 region	 of	 Judea,
and	 then	 to	 the	Gentiles,	 that	 they	 should	 repent,	 turn	 to	God,	 and	 do	 works
befitting	repentance.”

The	Holy	Spirit	enlightens	the	mind,	the	Spirit	makes	a	person	to	be	born	again.
He	opens	 the	heart	 that	was	closed.	He	bends	 the	heart	 to	 the	LORD;	 the	will
that	was	obstinate	 and	dead	before	God,	 is	made	 alive	 and	willing	 to	do	what
God	wants	us	to	do.

Because	 of	 his	 old	 nature,	man	 is	 in	 trespasses	 and	 sins	 (Ephesians	 2:1).	 The
regeneration	is	a	new	creation,	 like	a	resurrection	from	the	dead.	God	brings	it
about	 in	 man,	 without	 man’s	 collaboration.	 It	 takes	 place	 through	 a	 very



powerful,	wonderful	working	of	 the	Holy	Spirit.	And	because	of	 this	 grace	of
God,	man	starts	believing.

Regeneration	is	God’s	gift,	a	gift	for	everybody	who	seeks	Him.	And,	according
to	His	promise,	whoever	seeks	Him,	will	also	find	Him.

I	have	paid	extra	attention	to	this	subject	because	in	many	Churches	subjects	like
repentance,	faith	and	regeneration	are	hardly	raised	anymore.

Ministers	endorsing	the	(Dutch)	Canons	of	Dort	no	longer	know	what	these	say
about	 regeneration.	 A	 professor	 of	 theology	 may	 state	 that	 it	 could	 take	 a
person’s	entire	life	to	be	born	again;	in	this	way,	he	pigeon-holes	regeneration	in
the	sanctification	process.	This	 is	called	 ‘regeneration	 in	 the	broader	sense.’	 In
this	 way,	 one	 can	 assign	 dogmatic	 labels,	 while	 not	 getting	 down	 to	 the	 very
heart	of	the	matter.	I’m	afraid	that	the	new	birth	will	never	come	about.	Another
minister	 argues	 that	 the	word	 regeneration	 is	 found	 only	 once	 in	 the	Bible	 or
what	 he	 basically	 says	 is:	 it	 is	 not	 that	 important.	 But	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 said,
“Unless	one	is	born	again,	he	cannot	see	the	kingdom	of	God.”	Every	shepherd
will	have	to	render	an	account	of	how	he	tended	the	sheep.

Another	statement	by	 the	Lord	Jesus	deals	with	 the	preaching	 to	 the	people	of
Israel.	 In	Matthew	9:23,	He	 says	 the	disciples	will	 have	 to	 continue	preaching
until	the	coming	of	the	Son	of	man.	However,	the	disciples’	life	is	finite.	Did	the
Lord	mean	 that	 this	 preaching	 should	 continue	 after	 their	 death?	 Just	 as	 Paul
says	in	Romans	1:16:	“for	the	Jew	first	and	also	for	the	Greek.”	It	is	satisfying	to
hear	that,	at	the	order	of	their	Master,	Jews	in	Israel	and	all	over	the	world	who
believer	in	the	Messiah	Jesus	continue	proclaiming,	at	the	order	of	their	Master.

Characteristics	of	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit

1.	 He	will	 glorify	Me	 (Jesus).	 He	will	 testify	 to	 Jesus,	 and	 always	 speak
good	of	Him.

2.	 God’s	 Spirit	 bears	 witness	 with	 our	 spirit	 that	 we	 are	 children	 of	 God
(Romans	8:16).	Man	will	receive	the	frankness	to	say,	‘Abba,	Father’,	to
his	God,	and	‘I	am	a	child	of	God.’

3.	 He	 is	 incorporated	 in	 a	 spiritual	 body,	 the	 body	 of	 Christ,	 the	 Church
worldwide.	This	will	be	experienced	specifically	during	the	celebration	of
the	Lord’s	Supper.	The	Body	of	the	Messiah	is	His	Church,	and	Christ	is
the	Head	(1Corinthians	12:13).



4.	 The	 Spirit	 and	 the	Bride	 say,	 ‘Come.’	 There	 is	 a	 desire	 for	 the	 second
coming	of	the	Messiah,	the	Lord	Jesus.

5.	 The	 love	of	God	 is	poured	out	 in	his	heart	by	 the	Holy	Spirit	 (Romans
5:5).	He	starts	loving	lost	souls,	people	who	do	not	yet	know	God	and	His
Son.

6.	 The	 Holy	 Spirit	 wants	 to	 live	 in	 a	 broken	 and	 contrite	 heart	 (Isaiah
57:15).	Is	your	heart	broken	because	of	your	sins?

7.	 The	 indwelling	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 brings	 a	 believer	 to	 sense	 that	 he	 is
poor	 of	 spirit,	 that	 he	 hungers	 and	 thirsts	 after	 the	 righteousness	 of	 the
Messiah,	 and	 that	 he	 is	 sad	 about	 the	 sins	 that	 have	 been	 left	 in	 him,
against	his	will	(Beatitudes).

As	 a	 result	 of	 the	 indwelling	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 in	 a	 born	 again	 person,	 this
person	has	 received	 the	power	 to	 fight	 against	 sin.	The	 apostle	Paul	 says	 that,
through	 the	Spirit,	 people	 can	put	 off	 the	works	of	 sin,	 the	works	of	 the	 flesh
(Romans	 6:11;	 Colossians	 3:3-10).	 Is	 there	 then	 no	 sin	 left	 in	 a	 born	 again
person?	 Yes,	 unfortunately.	 Due	 to	 original	 sin,	 the	 old	 sinful	 nature	 is	 still
present	in	man.	This	should	humble	a	believer.	And	it	is	one	of	the	reasons	why
God	left	original	sin	within	us;	He	wants	to	use	it	as	a	thorn	in	our	flesh	to	keep
us	humble,	meek	and	dependent.	God’s	global	plan	will	be	fulfilled	in	the	New
Covenant.	 People	 will	 worship	 not	 only	 in	 Jerusalem,	 but	 everywhere	 in	 the
world	(Psalm	117:1).



66.	Institutions	by	Jesus
Baptism

Baptism	is	a	symbol	of	the	cleansing,	washing	and	forgiveness	of	sins.

It	is	a	symbol	of	the	death	of	the	sinful	flesh	and	the	rising	up	to	a	new
life	(regeneration).

It	is	a	testimony	to	the	faith	in	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God.

Major	points	of	baptism

Symbol/testimony	 to	 having	 died	 and	 risen	 with	 Jesus	 to	 a	 new	 life
(Romans	6:4;	Colossians	2:12).

Baptism	is	preceded	by	rebirth,	faith	and	conversion.

Jesus	 has	 become	 a	 servant	 of	 circumcision	 because	 He	 has	 kept	 the
commandments	in	a	perfect	way.

Baptism	is	meant	only	for	those	who	believe	in	Jesus	the	Messiah.

Baptism	does	not	replace	circumcision	(it	is	not	a	replacement).

People	who	have	not	yet	come	to	faith,	may	not	be	baptized.

Baptism	is	not	meant	for	babies	and	children	who	have	not	yet	come	to
faith.

Teaching	will	be	given	before,	as	well	as	after	baptism.

Baptism	has	no	power,	it	does	not	save	a	person.

Baptism	 does	 not	 incorporate	 a	 person	 in	 Christ,	 nor	 in	 the	 Church	 of
Christ.

Baptism	is	not	a	seal	and	a	guarantee	of	God’s	Covenant	or	of	our	faith,
but	it	is	a	sign/symbol	of	our	dying	with	Jesus	and	being	raised	with	Him
into	a	new	life.

John’s	baptism

John	 baptized	 Jewish	 people	 who	 repented	 and	 confessed	 their	 sins.	 These



people	had	been	circumcised	as	a	baby.	But	circumcision	does	not	save	a	person.
The	LORD	says	in	His	Word	that	the	heart	must	be	circumcised.	In	other	words:
a	 Jewish	 person,	 a	 covenant	 person,	 must	 repent	 and	 be	 born	 again.	 John
preached	this,	and	as	a	consequence	many	repented	and	confessed	their	sins.	As
a	sign	of	their	repentance	and	rebirth	they	were	baptized	in	the	river	Jordan	by
immersion.	Until	that	time,	baptism	was	only	used	as	a	proselyte	baptism.	With
the	 baptism	 by	 John,	 a	 radical	 reversal	 came	 about	 with	 respect	 to	 offerings.
Until	 then,	 the	 sins	 had	 to	 be	 reconciled	 by	 killing	 a	 sacrificial	 animal.
According	 to	 John,	 a	 person	must	 repent,	 confess	 his	 sins	 and	 be	 baptized	 in
water,	as	a	sign	of	his	cleansing	and	conversion.	Being	circumcised	and	being	a
covenant	child	were	and	are	not	enough.

We	may	follow	the	same	line	to	the	NT	Church.	Infant	baptism	and	being	in	the
covenant	do	not	save	a	person.	Here	too	it	holds	that	repentance	and	confession
of	 sins	 are	 necessary,	 and	 this	 has	 to	 be	 followed	 by	 baptism	 as	 a	 sign	 of	 the
rebirth.

Matthew	3:11	“I	indeed	baptize	you	with	water	unto	repentance,	but	He	who	is
coming	after	me	is	mightier	than	I,	whose	sandals	I	am	not	worthy	to	carry.	He
will	 baptize	 you	with	 the	Holy	Spirit	 and	 fire.	 12	His	winnowing	 fan	 is	 in	His
hand,	 and	 He	 will	 thoroughly	 clean	 out	 His	 threshing	 floor,	 and	 gather	 His
wheat	into	the	barn;	but	He	will	burn	up	the	chaff	with	unquenchable	fire.”	13
Then	Jesus	came	from	Galilee	to	John	at	 the	Jordan	to	be	baptized	by	him.	14
And	John	tried	 to	prevent	Him,	saying,	“I	need	to	be	baptized	by	You,	and	are
You	coming	to	me?”	15	But	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	him,	“Permit	it	to	be	so
now,	for	thus	it	is	fitting	for	us	to	fulfill	all	righteousness.”	Then	he	allowed	Him.
16	When	He	had	been	baptized,	Jesus	came	up	immediately	from	the	water;	and
behold,	 the	 heavens	 were	 opened	 to	 Him,	 and	 He	 saw	 the	 Spirit	 of	 God
descending	like	a	dove	and	alighting	upon	Him.	17	And	suddenly	a	voice	came
from	heaven,	saying,	“This	is	My	beloved	Son,	in	whom	I	am	well	pleased.”

Baptism	in	the	Name	of	the	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit

It	appears	that	John’s	baptism	is	not	sufficient,	since	the	disciples	baptized	in	the
Name	of	the	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	In	the	case	of	John’s	baptism,
the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit	were	lacking.	This	gap	was	later	bridged	through	re-
baptism.	When	only	 the	Holy	Spirit	was	 lacking,	 the	 laying	on	of	hands	and	a
prayer	for	the	Holy	Spirit	filled	the	gap.

Matthew	28:19	“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	 the	nations,	baptizing



them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”

Mark	1:4	John	 came	 baptizing	 in	 the	wilderness	 and	 preaching	 a	 baptism	 of
repentance	for	the	remission	of	sins.

John	 1:31	 “I	 did	 not	 know	 Him;	 but	 that	 He	 should	 be	 revealed	 to	 Israel,
therefore	 I	 came	 baptizing	with	water.”	 32	 And	 John	 bore	witness,	 saying,	 “I
saw	the	Spirit	descending	from	heaven	like	a	dove,	and	He	remained	upon	Him.
33	 I	did	not	know	Him,	but	He	who	sent	me	 to	baptize	with	water	 said	 to	me,
‘Upon	whom	you	 see	 the	Spirit	 descending,	and	 remaining	on	Him,	 this	 is	He
who	baptizes	with	the	Holy	Spirit.’	34	And	I	have	seen	and	testified	that	this	is
the	Son	of	God.”

Acts	19:1	(…)	And	finding	some	disciples	2	he	said	 to	 them,	“Did	you	receive
the	Holy	Spirit	when	you	believed?”	So	they	said	to	him,	“We	have	not	so	much
as	heard	whether	there	is	a	Holy	Spirit.”	3	And	he	said	to	them,	“Into	what	then
were	 you	 baptized?”	 So	 they	 said,	 “Into	 John’s	 baptism.”	 4	 Then	 Paul	 said,
“John	 indeed	baptized	with	a	baptism	of	 repentance,	 saying	 to	 the	people	 that
they	should	believe	on	Him	who	would	come	after	him,	that	is,	on	Christ	Jesus.”
5	When	they	heard	this,	they	were	baptized	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus.

Only	baptism	based	on	faith	is	permitted

Acts	 8:35	 Then	 Philip	 opened	 his	 mouth,	 and	 beginning	 at	 this	 Scripture,
preached	Jesus	to	him.	36	Now	as	they	went	down	the	road,	they	came	to	some
water.	 And	 the	 eunuch	 said,	 “See,	 here	 is	water.	What	 hinders	me	 from	 being
baptized?”	37	Then	Philip	said,	“If	you	believe	with	all	your	heart,	you	may.”
And	he	answered	and	said,	“I	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God.”

Acts	16:32	Then	they	spoke	the	word	of	the	Lord	to	him	and	to	all	who	were	in
his	 house.	 33	And	 he	 took	 them	 the	 same	 hour	 of	 the	 night	 and	washed	 their
stripes.	And	immediately	he	and	all	his	 family	were	baptized.	34	Now	when	he
had	 brought	 them	 into	 his	 house,	 he	 set	 food	 before	 them;	 and	 he	 rejoiced,
having	believed	in	God	with	all	his	household.

Acts	18:8	Then	Crispus,	 the	ruler	of	 the	synagogue,	believed	on	 the	Lord	with
all	 his	 household.	 And	 many	 of	 the	 Corinthians,	 hearing,	 believed	 and	 were
baptized.

Baptism—the	 sign	 of	 having	 died	 with	 Christ	 and	 being	 raised
with	Him	into	a	new	life



Romans	6:3	Or	do	you	not	know	that	as	many	of	us	as	were	baptized	into	Christ
Jesus	 were	 baptized	 into	 His	 death?	 4	 Therefore	 we	 were	 buried	 with	 Him
through	baptism	into	death,	that	just	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	by	the
glory	of	the	Father,	even	so	we	also	should	walk	in	newness	of	life.	5	For	if	we
have	been	united	together	in	the	likeness	of	His	death,	certainly	we	also	shall	be
in	 the	 likeness	 of	 His	 resurrection,	 6	 knowing	 this,	 that	 our	 old	 man	 was
crucified	with	Him,	that	the	body	of	sin	might	be	done	away	with,	that	we	should
no	longer	be	slaves	of	sin.	7	For	he	who	has	died	has	been	freed	from	sin.	8	Now
if	we	died	with	Christ,	we	believe	 that	we	shall	also	 live	with	Him,	9	knowing
that	Christ,	having	been	raised	from	the	dead,	dies	no	more.	Death	no	longer	has
dominion	over	Him.	10	For	the	death	that	He	died,	He	died	to	sin	once	for	all;
but	 the	 life	 that	 He	 lives,	 He	 lives	 to	 God.	 11	 Likewise	 you	 also,	 reckon
yourselves	to	be	dead	indeed	to	sin,	but	alive	to	God	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.

Circumcision	(and	baptism)	has	no	power;	only	faith	does

Galatians	 5:6	 For	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 neither	 circumcision	 nor	 uncircumcision
avails	anything,	but	faith	working	through	love.

Colossians	2:11	In	Him	you	were	also	circumcised	with	the	circumcision	made
without	hands,	by	putting	off	the	body	of	the	sins	of	the	flesh,	by	the	circumcision
of	Christ,	 12	 buried	with	Him	 in	 baptism,	 in	which	 you	also	were	 raised	with
Him	through	faith	in	the	working	of	God,	who	raised	Him	from	the	dead.	13	And
you,	being	dead	in	your	trespasses	and	the	uncircumcision	of	your	flesh,	He	has
made	alive	together	with	Him,	having	forgiven	you	all	trespasses.

Infant	baptism

Infant	baptism	is	based	on	a	mixture	of	 the	New	Covenant	and	 the	Abrahamic
Covenant.

In	 teaching	 His	 disciples,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 points	 out	 to	 them	 that	 those	 two
covenants	may	not	be	interconnected.	In	Matthew	9:16	and	17,	He	compares	this
mixture	with	putting	new	wine	 into	old	wineskins,	and	with	putting	a	piece	of
unshrunk	cloth	on	an	old	garment.	Baptizing	infants	and	small	children	is	one	of
the	 major	 errors	 of	 Churches	 after	 people	 started	 planting	 Churches.	 The
Churches	started	with	infant	baptism	around	the	third	century	A.D.;	it	was	later
sanctioned	by	Augustine.	(Read	more	about	this	in	Baptism	in	the	Early	Church
by	H.F.	Stander/A.P.	Louw.)

On	 a	 global	 scale,	 many	 people	 in	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church,	 in	 Eastern



Orthodox	Churches	and	in	Reformed	Churches	have	been	misled	by	this	infant
baptism	 doctrine.	 The	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church	 poses	 that	 the	 child	 has	 been
saved	by	baptism.	In	some	Reformed	Churches,	people	are	thinking	in	terms	of
the	assumed	rebirth	or	something	connected	to	it.	This	doctrine	is	not	based	on
Scripture.	 Scripture	 teaches	 that	 a	 person	 first	 has	 to	 believe	 and	 can	 then	 be
baptized.	Unfortunately,	 the	 reformers	Martin	 Luther	 and	 John	Calvin	 did	 not
sufficiently	recognize	this	Roman	Catholic	leaven.

The	 consequences	 of	 the	 doctrine	 of	 infant	 baptism	 are	 disastrous	 to	 many
people:	to	the	people	who	have	been	baptized	as	a	child	and	therefore	think	they
are	saved;	and	to	Israel	because	the	basic	principle	of	infant	baptism	is	found	in
the	view	that	the	Church	has	come	in	the	place	of	Israel.

Just	as	the	children	of	Israel	were	circumcised	and	shared	in	the	covenant	with
Abraham,	likewise	the	small	children	should	be	baptized	and	incorporated	in	the
covenant	of	grace.	That	is	imitating	Israel.	It	is	even	stated	that	the	baptism	has
come	 in	 the	 place	 of	 circumcision.	 Nowhere	 in	 the	 Bible	 do	 we	 find	 such	 a
statement.	Our	Lord	says	 to	 the	apostles	 that	 there	must	 first	be	 faith,	and	 that
then	baptism	can	follow	(Mark	16:16).	Also	the	apostle	Philip	says	to	the	eunuch
that	if	he	believes,	he	may	be	baptized	(Acts	8:37).	It	cannot	be	said	in	a	clearer
manner.

The	 Lord	 Jesus,	 through	 His	 baptism,	 gives	 an	 example	 worth	 following.	 He
Himself	 says	 about	 it,	 “For	 thus	 it	 is	 fitting	 for	 us	 to	 fulfill	 all	 righteousness”
(Matthew	 3:15).	 The	 Lord	 Jesus	 humbles	 Himself	 to	 the	 level	 of	 a	 sinner,	 in
order	to	be	baptized	as	a	saved	sinner.	In	this	way,	He	meets	the	requirement	set
by	His	Father.	He	 does	 not	 say,	 ‘It	 is	 fitting	 for	Me’,	 but	 ‘It	 is	 fitting	 for	 us’.
Thus	 he	 commissions	 everybody	who	 is	 saved	 by	Him	 to	 be	 baptized	 in	 this
way.

The	replacement	theology	has	done	quite	a	lot	of	harm	to	the	Jewish	people;	it
still	does.	We	will	go	into	this	further,	later	on	in	this	book.

The	New	Covenant—a	covenant	of	grace—is	meant	 for	born	again	Christians,
the	chosen	ones.	Persons	included	in	that	covenant	will	stay	in	it	forever.	It	is	a
covenant	 of	 grace,	 and	 not	 of	 works.	 So	 people	 cannot	 be	 included	 in	 this
covenant	by	doing	good	works.	Neither	can	one	be	included	in	this	covenant	by
being	 baptized	 as	 a	 child	 or	 as	 an	 adult.	 Home-made	 covenants	 are	 not
sustainable,	since	this	so-called	covenant	is	broken	by	one	sin.	If	a	person	who
has	been	included	in	the	covenant	of	grace,	sins,	 the	covenant	endures	because



of	 the	 righteousness	 of	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 Such	 a	 person	 may	 be	 disciplined	 or
chastised—but	if	he	asks	the	Lord	Jesus	for	forgiveness,	his	sin	will	be	forgiven
and	the	blood	of	the	Lord	Jesus	will	cleanse	him	from	all	unrighteousness	(1John
1:9).	 These	 people	 are	 kept	 by	 the	Lord	 Jesus	 and	 none	 of	 them	 is	 lost	 (John
17:12).

1John	1:9	 If	we	confess	our	sins,	He	 is	 faithful	and	 just	 to	 forgive	us	our	sins
and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.

In	 Galatians3:25-27,	 the	 apostle	 Paul	 emphasizes	 once	 more	 that	 once	 we
believe,	we	are	no	longer	under	the	law.	Then	we	have	become	children	of	God.
Then	we	have	been	baptized	 in	Him	and	clothed	with	Him.	Being	baptized	 in
Christ	means	that	we	have	died	with	Him	and	are	raised	to	a	new	life	with	Him.
It	follows:	first	believe,	then	baptize.

Baptism	alone	does	not	bring	a	person	in	the	covenant	of	grace.	That	would	be
very	 easy	 and	 cheap.	Easy—because	 it	 can	 take	 place	without	 repentance	 and
faith,	even	without	a	person	being	conscious	of	 it.	Cheap—because	 it	does	not
cost	anything.	A	person	who	has	been	baptized	and	does	not	yet	believe,	has	no
part	in	the	functioning	of	the	precious	and	beloved	blood	of	the	Lord	Jesus	that
cleanses	from	all	sin.

“Faith	is	the	condition	of	the	covenant	of	grace;	without	faith,	without	covenant;
and	without	covenant,	without	hope	(Ephesians	2:12).”	(Thomas	Watson).

Holy	Communion

Holy	Communion	was	instituted	by	the	Lord	Jesus	for	His	disciples	and	for	all
who	 are	 joined	with	Him	 through	 a	 true	 faith,	 those	who	 have	 grown	 fond	 of
Him	because	He	gave	His	life	for	them	on	the	cross.

What	is	Holy	Communion?

It	is	a	sign	of	the	New	Covenant	in	His	blood.

The	bread	is	the	sign	of	His	body	that	was	broken	on	the	cross.

The	wine	is	the	sign	of	His	blood	that	was	shed	on	the	cross.

It	 is	a	meal	 to	 remember	 that	His	body	was	broken	for	us,	and	 that	His
blood	was	shed	for	us.

It	 is	meant	for	His	disciples,	for	all	 the	people	who	have	grown	fond	of



the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 The	 apostle	 Judas	 was	 not	 a	 partaker	 of	 the	 Holy
Communion!	He	was	a	partaker	of	Pesach,	the	Jewish	Passover	(John	13)

By	partaking	in	it,	one	is	not	saved.

The	Holy	Communion	strengthens	the	communion	with	the	Lord	Jesus.

It	is	also	performed	in	memory	of	Himself—not	only	of	His	sacrifice.

It	is	a	revelation	of	His	love.

It	demonstrates	the	oneness	of	the	believers	with	the	Lord.

It	also	shows	the	oneness	of	the	believers—one	body—and	promotes	it.

By	partaking	in	Holy	Communion,	the	believers	proclaim	the	death	of	the
Lord	 to	 the	 invisible	 powers,	 to	 satan	 and	 his	 powers,	 to	 themselves,
since	 they	 are	 included	 in	 the	 death	 of	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 This	 is	 only
possible	through	the	revelation	of	the	new	life	in	them.	And	to	the	world,
the	believers	are	one	with	Him.

It	 symbolizes	 our	 dependence	 on	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 The	 believers	 must
constantly	be	fed	by	Him.	They	must	get	their	vital	 juices	from	the	true
Vine.

It	is	a	foretaste	of	the	great	Communion	that	the	believers	will	celebrate
with	Him	in	heaven.

We	must	celebrate	Communion	until	He	returns.

The	Lord	Jesus	says	in	John	6:54,	“Whoever	eats	My	flesh	and	drinks	My	blood
has	eternal	life,	and	I	will	raise	him	up	at	the	last	day.”	He	remains	in	Him.	We
can	remain	in	Him	only	if	we	live	through	Him,	not	for	Him.	We	must	let	Him
do	His	work	in	and	through	us:

Matthew	26:26	And	as	they	were	eating,	Jesus	took	bread,	blessed	and	broke	it,
and	gave	it	to	the	disciples	and	said,	“Take,	eat;	this	is	My	body.”	27	Then	He
took	the	cup,	and	gave	thanks,	and	gave	it	to	them,	saying,	“Drink	from	it,	all	of
you.	28	For	this	is	My	blood	of	the	new	covenant,	which	is	shed	for	many	for	the
remission	of	sins.	29	But	I	say	to	you,	I	will	not	drink	of	this	fruit	of	the	vine	from
now	on	until	that	day	when	I	drink	it	new	with	you	in	My	Father’s	kingdom.”

1Corinthians	11:23	For	I	received	from	the	Lord	that	which	I	also	delivered	to
you:	that	the	Lord	Jesus	on	the	same	night	in	which	He	was	betrayed	took	bread;



24	and	when	He	had	given	thanks,	He	broke	it	and	said,	“Take,	eat;	this	is	My
body	which	is	broken	for	you;	do	this	 in	remembrance	of	Me.”	25	In	 the	same
manner	He	also	took	the	cup	after	supper,	saying,	“This	cup	is	the	new	covenant
in	My	blood.	This	do,	as	often	as	you	drink	it,	in	remembrance	of	Me.”	26	For	as
often	as	you	eat	this	bread	and	drink	this	cup,	you	proclaim	the	Lord’s	death	till
He	comes.	27	Therefore	whoever	eats	this	bread	or	drinks	this	cup	of	the	Lord	in
an	unworthy	manner	will	be	guilty	of	the	body	and	blood	of	the	Lord.	28	But	let
a	man	examine	himself,	and	so	let	him	eat	of	the	bread	and	drink	of	the	cup.	29
For	he	who	eats	and	drinks	in	an	unworthy	manner	eats	and	drinks	judgment	to
himself,	not	discerning	the	Lord’s	body.

The	 Tanakh	 already	 speaks	 prophetically	 about	 Holy	 Communion.	 The
personification	of	wisdom,	a	designation	for	the	Messiah	in	the	Tanakh,	says	in
Proverbs	9:5:	“Come,	eat	of	my	bread	and	drink	of	the	wine	I	have	mixed.”

Already	at	that	time,	the	sinners	are	called	to	repent.	Bread	and	wine	refer	to	the
sacrifice	of	the	Messiah.

The	memory	of	a	dead	person	through	bread	and	wine	and	mourn,	we	also	find
in	the	Tanakh	in:

Jeremiah	16:7	“Nor	 shall	men	break	bread	 in	mourning	 for	 them,	 to	 comfort
them	for	the	dead;	nor	shall	men	give	them	the	cup	of	consolation	to	drink	for
their	father	or	their	mother.

In	the	Tanakh,	the	LORD	gave	directions	for	keeping	the	Passover	on	the	14th	of
the	first	month,	the	month	of	Abib.	This	is	stated	in	2Chronicles	30:1-27	where
we	read	how	Hezekiah	made	preparations	for	the	Passover,	which	had	not	been
kept	 since	 the	 days	 of	 Solomon.	The	 runners	 invited	 all	 the	 tribes,	 but	 only	 a
relatively	small	number	of	tribes	complied	with	the	invitation.	This	Passover	was
held	in	the	second	month;	this	was	not	correct	since	it	had	to	be	kept	in	the	first
month.	However,	the	priests	had	not	consecrated	themselves	in	the	first	month.
Later,	King	Josiah	also	kept	the	Passover,	and	he	did	it	in	the	first	month.	Such	a
Passover	had	not	been	kept	 since	 the	days	of	Solomon—due	 to	 the	sins	of	 the
people.	 In	2Chronicles	30	we	read	about	 the	many	preparations	for	celebrating
the	Passover.	The	LORD	does	not	permit	sin	at	the	celebration	of	Passover.

This	can	also	teach	NT	believers	much	about	keeping	Communion.	I	realize	that
Passover	cannot	be	compared	with	Communion	on	a	one-to-one	basis,	but	I	am
thinking	here	of	the	preparations	that	are	made	for	a	holy	celebration,	as	is	also



indicated	in	1Corinthians	11:27-29.

In	Luke	14,	when	present	in	the	house	of	one	of	the	rulers	of	the	Pharisees,	the
Lord	Jesus	 told	“The	Parable	of	 the	Great	Supper”	 that	deals	with	people	who
are	invited	to	the	great	supper.	By	way	of	this	parable,	the	Lord	Jesus	wanted	to
make	clear	that	everybody	is	invited—also	the	poor,	the	lame,	the	disabled	etc.
The	 servants	must	 even	 try	 to	 compel	 people	 to	 come.	 Those	who	 have	 been
invited	but	do	not	want	to	come	will	never	partake	in	the	Great	Supper.	The	Lord
Jesus	told	this	parable	to	Jewish	people,	but	it	is	intended	for	everybody.

Revelation	3:20	deals	with	the	members	of	the	Church	at	Laodicea.	They	did	not
live	 up	 to	 the	 standards	 set	 by	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 But	 the	 Lord	 invited	 them	 to
repent,	saying,	“Behold,	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.	If	anyone	hears	My	voice
and	opens	the	door,	I	will	come	in	to	him	and	dine	with	him,	and	he	with	Me.”
This	 is	 an	 extreme	 loving	 attempt	 to	 bring	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Church	 back	 to
repent	and	surrender.	Great	is	His	mercy	and	faithfulness!



67.	The	origin	of	the	Church	of	Jesus
Christ	-	Messiah
The	Church	of	Jesus	Messiah	will	comprise	believers	from	Israel	and	from	the
nations.	 In	 the	Tanakh,	 this	was	 still	 a	mystery,	The	apostle	Paul	 speaks	about
this	in:

Colossians	 1:26	 the	 mystery	 which	 has	 been	 hidden	 from	 ages	 and	 from
generations,	but	now	has	been	revealed	to	His	saints.

Ephesians	3:5	which	in	other	ages	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	it
has	now	been	revealed	by	the	Spirit	to	His	holy	apostles	and	prophets:	6	that	the
Gentiles	should	be	fellow	heirs,	of	the	same	body,	and	partakers	of	His	promise
in	Christ	through	the	gospel	(…)	11	according	to	the	eternal	purpose	which	He
accomplished	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.

The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	offered	by	way	of	the	preaching	of	John	the	Baptist,
the	Lord	Jesus,	and	His	disciples.	By	rejecting	the	Messiah,	the	major	part	of	the
Jews	thus	also	reject	the	arrival	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	A	minor	part	of	the
Jews	 will	 partake	 in	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 through	 repentance	 and	 rebirth.
However,	 this	 number	 is	 sufficient	 to	 preach	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 to	 the
Gentiles/nations.

A	question	the	disciples	asked	the	Lord	before	His	ascension

After	the	Lord	had	spoken	about	“the	things	pertaining	to	the	kingdom	of	God”
(Acts	1:3)	during	the	forty	days	between	His	resurrection	and	His	ascension,	His
disciples	 asked,	 “Lord,	 will	 You	 at	 this	 time	 restore	 the	 kingdom	 to	 Israel?”
(Acts	1:6).	Note:	 they	did	not	ask	whether	the	kingdom	will	come,	but	when	 it
will	come,	for	they	were	promised:	“And	I	bestow	upon	you	a	Kingdom,	just	as
My	Father	bestowed	one	upon	Me,	that	you	may	eat	and	drink	at	My	table	in	My
Kingdom,	and	 sit	on	 thrones	 judging	 the	 twelve	 tribes	of	 Israel”	 (Luke	 22:29-
30).

Peter’s	speech	at	Pentecost

Acts	2:22	“Men	of	Israel,	hear	these	words:	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	a	Man	attested
by	God	to	you	by	miracles,	wonders,	and	signs	which	God	did	through	Him	in
your	midst,	as	you	yourselves	also	know.



Acts	2:29	“Men	and	brethren,	let	me	speak	freely	to	you	of	the	patriarch	David,
that	he	is	both	dead	and	buried,	and	his	tomb	is	with	us	to	this	day.	30	Therefore,
being	a	prophet,	and	knowing	that	God	had	sworn	with	an	oath	to	him	that	of	the
fruit	of	his	body,	according	to	the	flesh,	He	would	raise	up	the	Christ	to	sit	on	his
throne,	31	he,	 foreseeing	 this,	 spoke	concerning	 the	 resurrection	of	 the	Christ,
that	His	 soul	was	 not	 left	 in	Hades,	 nor	 did	His	 flesh	 see	 corruption.	 (…)	 36
Therefore	 let	 all	 the	 house	 of	 Israel	 know	 assuredly	 that	 God	 has	 made	 this
Jesus,	whom	you	crucified,	both	Lord	and	Christ.”

Through	Peter’s	proclamation,	it	pleased	the	Lord	to	bring	three	thousand	Jewish
men	to	repentance,	and	a	large	number	of	the	priests	also	came	to	faith.

Stephen’s	speech	to	the	High	Priest

Acts	 7:37	“This	 is	 that	Moses	who	 said	 to	 the	 children	 of	 Israel,	 ‘The	LORD
your	God	will	raise	up	for	you	a	Prophet	like	me	from	your	brethren.	Him	you
shall	hear.’”

Peter’s	speech	following	the	healing	of	the	paralyzed	man

Acts	3:25	“You	are	sons	of	the	prophets,	and	of	the	covenant	which	God	made
with	our	 fathers,	 saying	 to	Abraham,	 ‘And	 in	 your	 seed	all	 the	 families	of	 the
earth	shall	be	blessed.’”

The	kingdom	offered

Acts	3:19	“Repent	therefore	and	be	converted,	that	your	sins	may	be	blotted	out,
so	that	times	of	refreshing	may	come	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	20	and	that
He	may	 send	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	preached	 to	 you	before,	21	whom	heaven
must	receive	until	the	times	of	restoration	of	all	things,	which	God	has	spoken	by
the	mouth	of	all	His	holy	prophets	since	the	world	began.”

The	re-creation	or	restoration	of	all	things	refers	to:

Amos	 9:11	“On	 that	 day	 I	 will	 raise	 up	 the	 tabernacle	 of	 David,	 which	 has
fallen	down,	and	repair	its	damages;	I	will	raise	up	its	ruins,	and	rebuild	it	as	in
the	days	of	old.”

Israel	as	a	nation	rejects	the	kingdom

The	repentance	of	Israel	as	a	nation	failed	to	occur;	from	Acts	10	on	(the	story	of
Cornelius),	 large	numbers	of	Gentiles	 came	 to	 faith.	This	 confused	 the	 Jewish
believers	 who	 thought	 Gentiles	 could	 only	 partake	 in	 Israel’s	 salvation	 as



proselytes.

Acts	 15:1	And	 certain	 men	 came	 down	 from	 Judea	 and	 taught	 the	 brethren,
“Unless	you	are	circumcised	according	 to	 the	custom	of	Moses,	you	cannot	be
saved.”	 (…)	 5	 But	 some	 of	 the	 sect	 of	 the	 Pharisees	 who	 believed	 rose	 up,
saying,	“It	 is	necessary	 to	circumcise	 them,	and	 to	command	 them	 to	keep	 the
law	of	Moses.”

Peter’s	reply

The	believing	Jews	in	Jerusalem	just	could	not	understand	that	the	Gentiles	did
not	 need	 to	 be	 circumcised.	 Peter’s	 answer	 showed	 that	 circumcision	 of	 the
Gentiles	 was	 not	 required:	 they	 could	 be	 saved	 without	 being	 circumcised.
Before	that	time,	a	stranger	wanting	to	embrace	Judaism	had	to	be	circumcised.
The	same	applied	to	foreign	servants.	So,	from	that	viewpoint,	their	confusion	is
understandable.	For	the	Jews,	circumcision	remains	topical	since	it	is	part	of	the
covenant	with	Abraham–which	is	an	eternal	covenant	 that	God	concluded	with
Abraham	 and	 his	 descendants.	 It	 is	 an	 act	 of	 anti-Semitism	 if	 a	 government
would	 prohibit	 circumcision	 as	 being	 violence	 and	 ill-treatment	 of	 babies.	 It
would	 also	 be	 an	 act	 that	 goes	 right	 against	 God’s	 commandment.	 If	 a
government	 would	 prohibit	 this	 circumcision–a	 religious	 ritual–it	 would	 also
have	 to	 immediately	 forbid	 abortion,	 since	 abortion	 is	 murdering	 an	 unborn
child,	 which	 goes	 against	 God’s	 commandment.	 In	 any	 event,	 abortion	 is
forbidden	without	linking	it	to	circumcision.

Acts	15:10	“Now	therefore,	why	do	you	test	God	by	putting	a	yoke	on	the	neck
of	the	disciples	which	neither	our	fathers	nor	we	were	able	to	bear?	11	But	we
believe	that	through	the	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	we	shall	be	saved	in	the
same	manner	as	they.”

The	 apostle	 James	 stated	 the	 following	with	 respect	 to	 the	 course	 of	 salvation
history:

Acts	15:14	“Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the	Gentiles	to	take
out	of	 them	a	people	 for	His	name.	15	And	with	 this	 the	words	of	 the	prophets
agree,	 just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 16	 ‘After	 this	 I	 will	 return	 and	 will	 rebuild	 the
tabernacle	of	David,	which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,	and	I	will	set
it	up;	17	so	that	the	rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD,	even	all	 the	Gentiles
who	are	called	by	My	name,	says	the	LORD	who	does	all	these	things.’”

James	 quoted	 Amos	 9,	 but	 inspired	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 he	 indicated	 a	 new



sequence.	After	 having	 accepted	 for	Himself	 a	 people	 from	 the	Gentiles,	God
will	fulfill	His	promise	of	restoration	to	Israel,	in	order	that	“the	rest	of	mankind
may	seek	 the	LORD.”	This	was	a	special	 revelation	for	 the	Jerusalem	council,
but	James	said	in	Acts	15:18:	“Known	to	God	from	eternity	are	all	His	works”,
but	not	necessarily	revealed	to	people!	In	point	of	fact,	here	the	disciples	finally
received	 an	 answer	 to	 their	 question,	 “Lord,	 will	 You	 at	 this	 time	 restore	 the
kingdom	to	Israel?”	(Acts	1:6).



68.	Presenting	salvation	to	the
gentiles
Further	explanation	by	the	apostle	Paul

The	Gentiles	 have	 now	 become	 fellow	 heirs	 since	God	 promised	 to	Abraham
that	his	descendants–as	well	as	all	the	nations	of	the	earth–would	be	blessed.	The
fact	that	the	Gentiles	have	become	co-heirs,	does	not	mean	that	Israel	would	no
longer	be	an	heir.

Quite	 a	 few	 theologians	 in	 the	 Roman	 Catholic,	 Greek	 Orthodox,	 Eastern
Orthodox	and	Reformed	Churches	have	taught	for	centuries	that	Israel	would	no
longer	 be	 an	 heir.	 According	 to	 them,	 the	 Church	 has	 taken	 Israel’s	 place–a
standpoint	 that	 has	 caused	much	misery,	 damage	 and	 suffering	 to	 Israel,	 and,
unfortunately,	 is	 still	very	 topical.	These	 theologians	 forget	 that	Paul	 is	 talking
about	fellow	heirs,	with	the	emphasis	on	fellow.	Israel	remains	the	heir.	The	NT
believers	are	engrafted	into	the	tribe	of	Israel.	Israel	inherits	an	earthly	kingdom,
with	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	King.	The	Church	inherits	a	heavenly	kingdom.	I	will
revert	to	this	matter	later	on.

How	 is	 the	Church	 constituted?	 By	 the	 proclamation	 of	 the	Word–just	 as	 the
Lord	Jesus	and	the	apostles	have	done	it:	by	summoning	people	to	repent!	And
by	posing	penetrating	questions	about	the	relationship	with	God	and	the	Son	of
God.	It	is	a	simple	recipe,	but	many	ministers	have	forgotten	or	neglected	it.

Ephesians	2:11	Therefore	remember	 that	you,	once	Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh—who
are	called	Uncircumcision	by	what	is	called	the	Circumcision	made	in	the	flesh
by	hands—12	 that	 at	 that	 time	 you	were	without	Christ,	 being	aliens	 from	 the
commonwealth	of	Israel	and	strangers	from	the	covenants	of	promise,	having	no
hope	and	without	God	 in	 the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once
were	far	off	have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	14	For	He	Himself	is
our	 peace,	 who	 has	made	 both	 one,	 and	 has	 broken	 down	 the	middle	 wall	 of
separation,	 15	 having	 abolished	 in	 His	 flesh	 the	 enmity,	 that	 is,	 the	 law	 of
commandments	contained	in	ordinances,	so	as	to	create	in	Himself	one	new	man
from	the	 two,	 thus	making	peace,	16	and	that	He	might	reconcile	 them	both	 to
God	in	one	body	through	the	cross,	thereby	putting	to	death	the	enmity.	(…)

3:5	which	in	other	ages	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	it	has	now



been	revealed	by	the	Spirit	to	His	holy	apostles	and	prophets:	6	that	the	Gentiles
should	be	fellow	heirs,	of	the	same	body,	and	partakers	of	His	promise	in	Christ
through	the	gospel.

Differences	and	similarities	between	Israel	and	the	Church

Israel Church

Earthly	nation	(Gen.	12) Heavenly	nation	(Phil.	3:20)

Starts	with	Abraham Starts	on	the	day	of	Pentecost	(Acts	2)

Abraham’s	ethnic	offspring Jews	and	Gentiles

Messiah	as	King Messiah	as	Head

Revealed	in	the	Tanakh A	mystery	in	the	Tanakh	(Eph.	3:5)

God’s	Bride	(Hos.	2:18-19) Christ’s	Bride

Earthly	future	(Micah	4:1-4) Heavenly	future	(Phil.	3:20)

God’s	chosen	people Body	of	Christ	(1Cor.	12:13)

God’s	wife	(Hos.	2) Wife	of	the	Lamb	(Rev.	21:9)

New	Jerusalem

Both	are	God’s	creations

Israel:

Isaiah	43:1	But	now,	 thus	says	 the	LORD,	who	created	you,	O	Jacob,	and	He
who	formed	you,	O	Israel:	“Fear	not,	for	I	have	redeemed	you;	I	have	called	you
by	your	name;	you	are	Mine.”

Church:

Ephesians	 2:15	 having	 abolished	 in	 His	 flesh	 the	 enmity,	 that	 is,	 the	 law	 of
commandments	contained	in	ordinances,	so	as	to	create	in	Himself	one	new	man
from	the	two,	thus	making	peace.

Both	are	called	to	be	witnesses

Israel:



Deuteronomy	28:10	“Then	all	peoples	of	the	earth	shall	see	that	you	are	called
by	the	name	of	the	LORD,	and	they	shall	be	afraid	of	you.”

Church:

Ephesians	 3:10	 to	 the	 intent	 that	 now	 the	manifold	 wisdom	 of	God	might	 be
made	 known	 by	 the	 Church	 to	 the	 principalities	 and	 powers	 in	 the	 heavenly
places.

Both	are	called	to	serve	and	glorify	God

Israel:

Isaiah	43:10	“You	are	My	witnesses,”	says	the	LORD,	“and	My	servant	whom	I
have	chosen,	that	you	may	know	and	believe	Me,	and	understand	that	I	am	He.
Before	Me	there	was	no	God	formed,	nor	shall	 there	be	after	Me.	(…)	21	This
people	I	have	formed	for	Myself;	they	shall	declare	My	praise.”

Church:

Romans	12:1	I	beseech	you	therefore,	brethren,	by	the	mercies	of	God,	that	you
present	 your	 bodies	 a	 living	 sacrifice,	 holy,	 acceptable	 to	God,	 which	 is	 your
reasonable	service.

After	 Pentecost,	 Jewish	 believers	 in	 Jesus	 together	 with	 believers	 from	 the
Gentiles	made	up	the	Church,	as	the	body	of	Christ.	This	mystery	was	revealed
to	Paul.	In	the	Tanakh,	this	was	still	a	mystery.	In	the	NT,	the	apostle	Paul	goes
extensively	 into	 the	 revelation	 of	 this	 mystery	 (Romans	 9-11).	 And	 in	 his
apostolic	 letters	 to	 the	Churches	 in	Corinth,	Galatia,	 Ephesus	 and	Colosse,	 he
develops	this	further	in	an	elaborate	way.

Acts	13:26	“Men	and	brethren,	sons	of	the	family	of	Abraham,	and	those	among
you	who	fear	God,	to	you	the	word	of	this	salvation	has	been	sent.”

1Corinthians	 12:13	For	 by	 one	 Spirit	 we	 were	 all	 baptized	 into	 one	 body—
whether	 Jews	 or	 Greeks,	 whether	 slaves	 or	 free—and	 have	 all	 been	 made	 to
drink	into	one	Spirit.

2Corinthians	3:15	But	even	to	this	day,	when	Moses	is	read,	a	veil	lies	on	their
heart.	16	Nevertheless	when	one	turns	to	the	Lord,	the	veil	is	taken	away.

Galatians	 6:15	 For	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 neither	 circumcision	 nor	 uncircumcision
avails	anything,	but	a	new	creation.



Ephesians	2:13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once	were	 far	off	have	been
brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	14	For	He	Himself	 is	our	peace,	who	has
made	both	one,	and	has	broken	down	the	middle	wall	of	separation,	15	having
abolished	in	His	flesh	the	enmity,	that	is,	the	law	of	commandments	contained	in
ordinances,	so	as	to	create	in	Himself	one	new	man	from	the	two,	 thus	making
peace,	16	and	that	He	might	reconcile	them	both	to	God	in	one	body	through	the
cross,	thereby	putting	to	death	the	enmity.	17	And	He	came	and	preached	peace
to	you	who	were	afar	off	and	 to	 those	who	were	near.	18	For	 through	Him	we
both	 have	 access	 by	 one	 Spirit	 to	 the	 Father.	 19	 Now,	 therefore,	 you	 are	 no
longer	strangers	and	foreigners,	but	fellow	citizens	with	the	saints	and	members
of	the	household	of	God,	20	having	been	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles
and	prophets,	Jesus	Christ	Himself	being	the	chief	cornerstone,	21	in	whom	the
whole	building,	being	joined	together,	grows	into	a	holy	temple	in	the	Lord,	22	in
whom	you	also	are	being	built	together	for	a	dwelling	place	of	God	in	the	Spirit.

Ephesians	3:5	which	in	other	ages	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	it
has	now	been	revealed	by	the	Spirit	to	His	holy	apostles	and	prophets:6	that	the
Gentiles	should	be	fellow	heirs,	of	the	same	body,	and	partakers	of	His	promise
in	Christ	through	the	gospel,	7	of	which	I	became	a	minister	according	to	the	gift
of	the	grace	of	God	given	to	me	by	the	effective	working	of	His	power.	8	To	me,
who	am	less	than	the	least	of	all	the	saints,	this	grace	was	given,	that	I	should
preach	among	the	Gentiles	the	unsearchable	riches	of	Christ,	9	and	to	make	all
see	what	is	the	fellowship	of	the	mystery,	which	from	the	beginning	of	the	ages
has	been	hidden	in	God	who	created	all	 things	through	Jesus	Christ;	10	to	the
intent	that	now	the	manifold	wisdom	of	God	might	be	made	known	by	the	Church
to	 the	 principalities	 and	 powers	 in	 the	 heavenly	 places,	 11	 according	 to	 the
eternal	purpose	which	He	accomplished	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.

Colossians	 1:26	 the	 mystery	 which	 has	 been	 hidden	 from	 ages	 and	 from
generations,	but	now	has	been	revealed	to	His	saints.	27	To	them	God	willed	to
make	known	what	are	the	riches	of	the	glory	of	this	mystery	among	the	Gentiles:
which	is	Christ	in	you,	the	hope	of	glory.



69.	Position	of	the	Church	of	Jesus
Messiah
The	Church	has	a	heavenly	calling,	while	Israel	has	an	earthly	calling.

According	to	Philippians	3:20,	the	believers	are	citizens	of	a	kingdom	in	heaven.
The	Messiah	Jesus	raised	the	believers	up	with	Him	and	caused	them	to	sit	in	the
heavenly	places.

And	when	they	remain	in	Him,	they	will	be	blessed	at	the	place	that	the	Lord	has
given	to	them	(Ephesians	1:3,	2:6).

However,	 during	 their	 life	 on	 earth,	 they	 should	 do	 good	 works,	 which	 God
prepared	beforehand	that	they	should	walk	in	them	(Ephesians	2:10).	In	this	way,
the	 Father	 is	 glorified	 if	 they	 bear	much	 fruit	 (John	 15:8).	 For	 faith	 by	 itself,
without	works,	is	dead	(James	2:17).

The	believers	should	live	an	irreproachable	and	blameless	life	in	the	midst	of	a
crooked	and	perverse	generation,	among	whom	they	shine	as	lights	in	the	world,
while	keeping	the	Word	of	God	(Philippians	2:15).

The	New	Testament	states	various	names	for	the	Church:

Sheep	of	the	Shepherd

Stones	on	the	foundation

Branches	in	the	Vine

Members	of	the	Body

Priests	in	the	temple

Lights	in	the	darkness

Bride	of	the	Bridegroom

Salt	of	the	earth

The	 Lord	 Jesus	 also	 calls	 His	 disciples	 branches	 in	 the	Vine.	 The	 Lord	 Jesus
Himself	is	the	true	Vine.	Keeping	His	Word,	believers	who	stay	in	Him	will	bear
much	fruit.

God’s	grace	makes	them	persevere	in	faith.	His	love	is	enduring.	God	is	not	only



the	Author	of	grace,	He	is	also	the	Finisher	of	our	faith	(Hebrews	12:2).	His	love
is	everlasting	and	remains	with	us	until	we	have	received	salvation.

The	Lord	Jesus	says	in:

John	10:27	“My	sheep	hear	My	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	Me.	28
And	 I	give	 them	eternal	 life,	and	 they	 shall	never	perish;	neither	 shall	anyone
snatch	them	out	of	My	hand.”

My	sheep,	there	is	election

Hear	My	voice,	there	is	vocation

I	know	them,	there	is	justification

They	follow	Me,	there	is	sanctification

I	give	unto	them	eternal	life,	there	is	glorification

(Thomas	Watson)

John	15:1	“I	am	the	true	vine,	and	My	Father	is	the	vinedresser.	2	Every	branch
in	Me	that	does	not	bear	fruit	He	takes	away;	and	every	branch	that	bears	fruit
He	prunes,	 that	 it	may	bear	more	fruit.	3	You	are	already	clean	because	of	 the
word	which	 I	have	spoken	 to	you.	4	Abide	 in	Me,	and	 I	 in	you.	As	 the	branch
cannot	bear	fruit	of	itself,	unless	it	abides	in	the	vine,	neither	can	you,	unless	you
abide	in	Me.	5	I	am	the	vine,	you	are	the	branches.	He	who	abides	in	Me,	and	I
in	him,	bears	much	fruit;	 for	without	Me	you	can	do	nothing.	6	If	anyone	does
not	abide	in	Me,	he	is	cast	out	as	a	branch	and	is	withered;	and	they	gather	them
and	throw	them	into	the	fire,	and	they	are	burned.	7	If	you	abide	in	Me,	and	My
words	abide	in	you,	you	will	ask	what	you	desire,	and	it	shall	be	done	for	you.	8
By	 this	 My	 Father	 is	 glorified,	 that	 you	 bear	 much	 fruit;	 so	 you	 will	 be	 My
disciples.”

Differences	between	the	life	of	a	believer	on	earth	and	in	heaven

Earth Heaven

They	are	oppressed They	shall	have	the	dominion

Their	honor	is	laid	in	the	dust They	shall	have	a	throne	to	sit	upon,	a	crown	on
their	head,	and	a	scepter	in	their	hand.



They	are	reduced	to	poverty Heaven	is	a	treasure

They	 are	 forced	 to	 leave	 their	 own
homes

The	Father’s	house	is	ready	for	them

They	are	driven	to	the	wilderness There	is	a	city	prepared	for	them

They	 are	 banished	 from	 their	 native
country

They	shall	inherit	a	better	country

They	 are	 deprived	 of	 public
ordinances

God	and	the	Lamb	is	the	temple	there

Their	life	is	full	of	bitterness Heaven	is	a	paradise	for	pleasure

They	 groan	 under	 the	 spiritual
bondage

There	is	a	glorious	liberty	abiding	them

They	 are	 ashamed	 because	 of	 their
defiled	garments

Their	robes	shall	be	white,	pure	and	spotless

They	 fight	 a	 sore	 battle	 against	 flesh
and	blood	etc.

A	glorious	triumph	awaits	them

The	toil	and	labors	are	great There	is	an	everlasting	rest	for	them	in	heaven

They	 are	 judged	 unworthy	 of	 the
society	of	men	on	earth

The	society	of	angels	awaits	them

They	 complain	 of	 frequent
interruptions	of	their	communion	with
God

They	shall	see	God’s	face	for	evermore

They	are	in	darkness	here Eternal	light	is	there

They	grapple	with	death They	shall	have	everlasting	life

(Thomas	Boston	in	Human	Nature	in	its	Fourfold	State:	The	Kingdom	of	Heaven)



70.	The	wedding	of	the	Lamb
The	Bible	uses	a	number	of	metaphors	to	indicate	the	relation	between	God	and
His	chosen	people,	and	between	the	Messiah	and	His	Church.

The	 Tanakh	 pictures	 the	 relation	 between	 God	 and	 Israel	 as	 a	 husband/wife
relationship.	God	is	Israel’s	‘Husband.’	When	Israel	starts	serving	other	gods,	the
LORD	 calls	 it	 adultery	 of	 His	 chosen	 people.	 I	 will	 go	 further	 into	 this	 in
Chapter	89.	The	 relation	between	 the	Messiah	and	 the	Church	 is	pictured	by	a
human	body.	The	Messiah	is	the	Head,	with	the	Church	consisting	of	members
of	the	body.	The	apostle	Paul	deals	quite	extensively	with	this	in	his	letters,	for
example,	in:

Romans	12:4	For	as	we	have	many	members	in	one	body,	but	all	the	members
do	not	have	the	same	function,	5	so	we,	being	many,	are	one	body	in	Christ,	and
individually	members	of	one	another.

1Corinthians	10:16	The	cup	of	blessing	which	we	bless,	is	it	not	the	communion
of	the	blood	of	Christ?	The	bread	which	we	break,	is	it	not	the	communion	of	the
body	of	Christ?	17	For	we,	though	many,	are	one	bread	and	one	body;	for	we	all
partake	of	that	one	bread.

1Corinthians	12:27	Now	you	are	the	body	of	Christ,	and	members	individually.

In	the	New	Testament,	the	Messiah	Jesus	is	also	called	the	Bridegroom,	and	the
Church	 the	Bride.	 Jesus	has	come	 to	 this	earth	 to	gather	 for	Himself	a	Church
consisting	of	Jews	and	Gentiles.	He	started	in	Jerusalem,	in	conformity	with	the
will	of	His	Father.	The	apostle	Paul	states	this	in:

Ephesians	1:4	 just	as	He	chose	us	 in	Him	before	 the	 foundation	of	 the	world,
that	 we	 should	 be	 holy	 and	 without	 blame	 before	 Him	 in	 love,	 5	 having
predestined	us	to	adoption	as	sons	by	Jesus	Christ	to	Himself,	according	to	the
good	pleasure	of	His	will.

The	Messiah	Jesus	Himself	 says	very	clearly	and	simply	why	He	came	 to	 this
world:

Luke	19:10	“for	the	Son	of	Man	has	come	to	seek	and	to	save	that	which	was
lost.”

Since	only	part	of	Israel	accepts	the	Messiah	and	does	not	repent,	the	moment	at



which	Israel	once	again	becomes	the	‘Bride/wife’	of	God,	is	also	postponed.	For,
by	 repentance,	 Israel	 would	 again	 become	 God’s	 bride,	 as	 foretold	 by	 the
prophets.

Later,	 however,	 the	 Father	 will	 betroth	 Israel	 again	 as	 bride,	 as	 wife.	 At	 that
time,	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	Israel	will	become	God’s	eternal	bride.
First,	however,	Israel	will	have	to	accept	the	Child,	the	Son	of	God,	born	from	its
nation,	 as	 the	 God-given	 means	 to	 be	 reconciled	 with	 their	 ‘Husband,’	 the
Messiah	Jesus’	Father.

After	 the	 rejection	of	 the	 Jewish	Messiah,	 the	 Jewish	apostles	were	ordered	 to
betroth	 Jews	 and	 Gentiles	 as	 the	 Bride	 of	 the	 Bridegroom	 Jesus.	 To	 form,
together	with	Him,	the	body	of	the	Bridegroom.	That	is	the	Church	of	the	Lord
Jesus,	the	Messiah.	This	tallies	with:

Ephesians	2:11	Therefore	remember	 that	you,	once	Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh—who
are	called	Uncircumcision	by	what	is	called	the	Circumcision	made	in	the	flesh
by	 hands,	 12	 that	 at	 that	 time	 you	were	without	Christ,	 being	 aliens	 from	 the
commonwealth	of	Israel	and	strangers	from	the	covenants	of	promise,	having	no
hope	and	without	God	 in	 the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once
were	far	off	have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	14	For	He	Himself	is
our	 peace,	 who	 has	made	 both	 one,	 and	 has	 broken	 down	 the	middle	 wall	 of
separation,	 15	 having	 abolished	 in	 His	 flesh	 the	 enmity,	 that	 is,	 the	 law	 of
commandments	contained	in	ordinances,	so	as	to	create	in	Himself	one	new	man
from	the	 two,	 thus	making	peace,	16	and	that	He	might	reconcile	 them	both	 to
God	in	one	body	through	the	cross,	thereby	putting	to	death	the	enmity.	17	And
He	came	and	preached	peace	 to	you	who	were	afar	off	and	 to	 those	who	were
near.	18	For	through	Him	we	both	have	access	by	one	Spirit	to	the	Father.

19	 Now,	 therefore,	 you	 are	 no	 longer	 strangers	 and	 foreigners,	 but	 fellow
citizens	with	 the	saints	and	members	of	 the	household	of	God,	20	having	been
built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	and	prophets,	Jesus	Christ	Himself	being
the	 chief	 cornerstone,	 21	 in	 whom	 the	 whole	 building,	 being	 joined	 together,
grows	 into	 a	 holy	 temple	 in	 the	 Lord,	 22	 in	 whom	 you	 also	 are	 being	 built
together	for	a	dwelling	place	of	God	in	the	Spirit.

The	wedding

From	His	Father,	the	Messiah	Jesus	receives	a	heavenly	Bride,	the	Church.	The
marriage	will	be	celebrated	 in	heaven,	as	will	 the	marriage	supper.	During	 this



supper,	the	Bride	will	forever	become	the	wife	of	the	Bridegroom,	the	Lamb:

Revelation	19:6	And	I	heard,	as	 it	were,	 the	voice	of	a	great	multitude,	as	 the
sound	of	many	waters	and	as	the	sound	of	mighty	thunderings,	saying,	“Alleluia!
For	the	Lord	God	Omnipotent	reigns!	7	Let	us	be	glad	and	rejoice	and	give	Him
glory,	 for	 the	marriage	of	 the	Lamb	has	 come,	and	His	wife	has	made	herself
ready.”	8	And	to	her	it	was	granted	to	be	arrayed	in	fine	linen,	clean	and	bright,
for	the	fine	linen	is	the	righteous	acts	of	the	saints.	9	Then	he	said	to	me,	“Write:
‘Blessed	are	those	who	are	called	to	the	marriage	supper	of	the	Lamb!’”	And	he
said	to	me,	“These	are	the	true	sayings	of	God.”

Verse	 6	 shows	 that	 the	Messiah,	 the	 Son	 of	 God,	 has	 become	 King.	 King	 of
what?	 King	 of	 His	 people	 Israel.	 He	 has	 triumphed	 in	 the	 battle	 against	 the
nations	that	attacked	Israel.	Before	He	accepts	His	kingship,	the	marriage	of	the
Lamb	will	be	celebrated.	In	Revelation	15:3,	 the	Messiah	is	called	the	King	of
the	saints.	Are	 they	 the	same	saints	as	 the	Church?	The	Messiah	 is	also	called
King	 of	 kings	 and	 Lord	 of	 lords.	 The	 saints	 may	 reign	 with	 Him	 in	 the
Millennium:

2Timothy	2:12	If	we	endure,	we	shall	also	reign	with	Him.	If	we	deny	Him,	He
also	will	deny	us.

Revelation	5:10	“And	have	made	us	kings	and	priests	to	our	God;	and	we	shall
reign	on	the	earth.”

Revelation	20:6	Blessed	and	holy	 is	he	who	has	part	 in	 the	 first	 resurrection.
Over	such	the	second	death	has	no	power,	but	they	shall	be	priests	of	God	and	of
Christ,	and	shall	reign	with	Him	a	thousand	years.

The	Lamb	 that	 has	 been	 slaughtered	 for	 the	 sin	 of	His	 chosen	ones,	will	 later
become	the	King	of	Israel.	He	is	already	the	eternal	King	of	Israel,	but	this	will
later	actually	be	seen	as	such.	The	Church	is	the	Messiah’s	heavenly	bride.	The
Messiah	is	also	 the	King	of	 the	saints	who	will	 rule	with	Him	as	kings.	Please
keep	constantly	in	mind	that	it	is	metaphor.	Verse	8	shows	that	a	life	with	God
weaves	the	threads	of	the	wedding	garment.	The	garment	is	arrayed	in	fine	linen,
clean	 and	 bright.	 The	 righteous	 acts	 of	 the	 believers/saints	 are	 also
cleansed/washed	 by	 the	 blood	 of	 the	 Lamb.	 That	 is	 why	 the	 garment	 is	 so
immaculate	and	bright.	The	acts	that	are	not	good	will	be	burnt	as	stubble.

In	the	East,	the	wedding	supper	was	the	climax	of	the	wedding.	At	that	moment,
the	bridegroom	would	present	his	bride	in	public.	Likewise,	it	will	happen	with



the	Church.	There,	in	the	place	where	the	Bridegroom	and	His	bride	live,	it	will
become	 clear	who	 the	 bride	 is.	 That	 is	 now	 still	 invisible.	 The	Church	 is	 still
engaged	with	the	Bridegroom,	and	is	waiting	to	be	caught	up	by	the	Messiah	in
order	 to	 celebrate	 the	 wedding.	 This	 wedding	 will	 take	 place	 before	 the
Messiah’s	return,	in	power	and	glory.	For	that	matter,	the	Church	is	part	of	His
glory.	 Everybody	will	 see	 this	 during	 the	Millennium.	 Then	He,	 the	Messiah,
will	be	glorified	in	His	saints:

2Thessalonians	1:10	when	He	comes,	in	that	Day,	to	be	glorified	in	His	saints
and	to	be	admired	among	all	 those	who	believe,	because	our	 testimony	among
you	was	believed.

The	bride

The	Church	of	the	Lord	Jesus	is	this	bride.	Who	belongs	to	that	Church?	Every
believer	 who,	 after	 Pentecost,	 is	 added	 to	 the	 Church,	 the	 body,	 through	 true
faith.	 The	 apostle	 Paul	 calls	 this	 a	mystery,	 and	 compares	 this	 relation	with	 a
husband/wife	relationship.	But	he	never	gets	beyond	this	comparison.

2Corinthians	 11:2	For	 I	 am	 jealous	 for	 you	 with	 godly	 jealousy.	 For	 I	 have
betrothed	 you	 to	 one	 husband,	 that	 I	 may	 present	 you	 as	 a	 chaste	 virgin	 to
Christ.

Ephesians	5:31	“For	this	reason	a	man	shall	leave	his	father	and	mother	and	be
joined	 to	 his	 wife,	 and	 the	 two	 shall	 become	 one	 flesh.”	 32	 This	 is	 a	 great
mystery,	but	I	speak	concerning	Christ	and	the	Church.

But	isn’t	Jerusalem	also	designated	as	a	bride?	Jerusalem	will	be	the	bride	of	the
Lamb.	We	can	read	about	this	in	Revelation	21.	In	Revelation	19,	however,	we
are	dealing	with	a	wedding	in	heaven,	the	wedding	of	the	Lamb.	Revelation	21
involves	the	bride	of	the	Lamb,	not	a	wedding.	Revelation	21	speaks	of	the	new
heaven	and	the	new	earth.	The	Church,	the	body	of	the	Messiah,	has	shared	the
rejection	with	Him,	and	will	also	share	the	glorification	with	Him.	Jerusalem	did
not	share	His	rejection,	was	not	yet	part	of	His	body	at	the	time.

Some	Bible	scholars	argue	that	Israel	is	Christ’s	bride.	To	me,	this	is	not	correct.
Nowhere	 in	 the	Bible	can	we	 read	 this	 literally.	When	a	person	belongs	 to	 the
bride	of	Christ,	he	must	be	Christ’s,	i.e.	believe	in	Him.	That	is	not	yet	the	case
with	Israel.	On	the	basis	of	all	relevant	Bible	verses,	I	 think	this	proposition	is
not	tenable.



In	His	Word,	the	LORD	uses	a	number	of	metaphors	to	explain	His	relationship
with	Israel	and	the	Church–a	relationship	based	on	love.

The	following	metaphors	are	based	on	Bible	verses:

Israel	is	God’s	wife.

Israel	is	God’s	bride.

The	Church,	comprising	Jews	and	Gentiles,	 is	 the	Bride	of	 the	Messiah
Jesus.

The	Church	is	the	body	of	Christ.

Jerusalem	is	the	bride	of	the	Lamb.

Mixing	 these	 metaphors	 results	 in	 the	 metaphor	 losing	 its	 original	 meaning.
Example:	 In	 the	Tanakh,	 Israel	 is	 called	God’s	wife.	Should	 Israel	become	 the
bride	(wife)	of	the	Son	of	God,	the	Son	would	marry	His	Father’s	wife.	This	is
an	abomination	to	the	Lord,	and	strictly	forbidden	to	Israel.

The	guests

Will	there	be	guests	attending	this	heavenly	wedding?	And	if	so,	who?

The	wedding	will	take	place	in	heaven,	so	the	guests	will	have	to	be	in	heaven.
The	guests	are	not	the	bride	herself,	as	some	think.	In	all	probability,	the	guests
are	the	believers	from	the	Tanakh.

John	the	Baptist	is	called	the	friend	of	the	bridegroom.	So	he	does	not	belong	to
the	NT	Church.	The	Lord	Jesus	says	of	him	that	he	is	the	greatest	among	those
born	of	women,	but	that	he	who	is	least	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	greater	than
he.	Very	probably,	this	points	to	the	difference	between	the	bride	and	the	guests.
But	it	is	almost	certain	that	the	OT	believers	will	belong	to	the	guests–think	of
Abraham,	 Isaac,	 Jacob,	 Moses,	 David,	 Elijah,	 and	 many	 others.	 These	 OT
believers	belong	to	the	chosen	people,	God’s	eternal	bride.	They	have	also	been
saved	because	of	their	faith	in	the	Messiah	Who	was	to	come.	They	rejoice	in	the
wedding	of	the	Child,	the	Messiah,	Who	was	born	from	among	them.

Matthew	 9:15	 And	 Jesus	 said	 to	 them,	 “Can	 the	 friends	 of	 the	 bridegroom
mourn	as	long	as	the	bridegroom	is	with	them?	But	the	days	will	come	when	the
bridegroom	will	be	taken	away	from	them,	and	then	they	will	fast.”



Matthew	11:11	“Assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	among	those	born	of	women	there	has
not	risen	one	greater	than	John	the	Baptist;	but	he	who	is	least	in	the	kingdom	of
heaven	is	greater	than	he.”

John	 3:29	 “He	 who	 has	 the	 bride	 is	 the	 bridegroom;	 but	 the	 friend	 of	 the
bridegroom,	 who	 stands	 and	 hears	 him,	 rejoices	 greatly	 because	 of	 the
bridegroom’s	voice.	Therefore	this	joy	of	mine	is	fulfilled.”

In	Revelation	 21	 and	 22,	 the	 great	 city,	 the	 holy	 Jerusalem,	 descended	 out	 of
heaven	from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride,	and	is	called	the	Lamb’s	wife.	In	this	holy
city,	God	and	 the	Lamb	are	 its	 temple,	and	 the	nations	of	 those	who	are	saved
walk	in	this	city:

Revelation	21:2	Then	I,	John,	saw	the	holy	city,	New	Jerusalem,	coming	down
out	of	heaven	 from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	 for	her	husband.	 (…)	9
Then	one	of	the	seven	angels	who	had	the	seven	bowls	filled	with	the	seven	last
plagues	 came	 to	me	 and	 talked	 with	me,	 saying,	 “Come,	 I	 will	 show	 you	 the
bride,	the	Lamb’s	wife.”	10	And	he	carried	me	away	in	the	Spirit	to	a	great	and
high	mountain,	and	showed	me	the	great	city,	the	holy	Jerusalem,	descending	out
of	 heaven	 from	 God,	 11	 having	 the	 glory	 of	 God.	 Her	 light	 was	 like	 a	 most
precious	stone,	like	a	jasper	stone,	clear	as	crystal.	(…)

22	But	 I	 saw	no	 temple	 in	 it,	 for	 the	Lord	God	Almighty	and	 the	Lamb	are	 its
temple.	23	The	city	had	no	need	of	the	sun	or	of	the	moon	to	shine	in	it,	for	the
glory	of	God	 illuminated	 it.	The	Lamb	 is	 its	 light.	24	And	 the	nations	of	 those
who	are	saved	shall	walk	in	its	light,	and	the	kings	of	the	earth	bring	their	glory
and	honor	into	it.

Summary

Later,	Israel	will	again	become	the	eternal	bride/wife	of	God.

In	the	Millennium,	Israel	will	receive	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	its	eternal	King.

The	Church	is	the	bride	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.

After	the	wedding	of	the	Lamb,	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	also	be	King	of	kings.

The	saints	will	reign	with	Him.

After	the	Millennium,	during	the	time	of	the	new	heaven	and	the	new	earth,	the
new	Jerusalem	is	the	Lamb’s	bride.	At	that	time,	God	will	live	with	the	people,
both	Jews	and	Gentiles.



Who	will	this	people	be?	In	Revelation	21:7	we	read,	‘He	who	overcomes	shall
inherit	all	things,	and	I	will	be	his	God	and	he	shall	be	My	son.’	His	servants	will
serve	Him	and	they	will	reign	as	kings	forever	and	ever	(Revelation	22:3-5).

People	disagree	about	the	texts	with	respect	to	the	bride	and	the	wedding.	I	have
tried	to	let	Scripture	speak	as	much	as	possible,	and	not	go	further	than	Scripture
reveals	to	us.



71.	Oppression	of	believers	in	the
Messiah	Jesus
The	hatred	and	persecution	against	the	Messiah	Jesus	started	in	the	NT;	after	His
ascension	to	heaven,	this	hatred	and	persecution	continued	against	His	followers.

The	hatred	against	the	newly	born	King	of	the	Jews	started	in	Bethlehem	when
Herod	tried	to	kill	the	Child.	Joseph	and	Mary	managed	to	bring	the	Child	to	a
place	 of	 safety	 by	 fleeing	 to	 Egypt,	 after	 being	 warned	 through	 divine
intervention.

Matthew	 2:13	 Now	 when	 they	 had	 departed,	 behold,	 an	 angel	 of	 the	 Lord
appeared	 to	 Joseph	 in	 a	 dream,	 saying,	“Arise,	 take	 the	 young	Child	 and	His
mother,	flee	to	Egypt,	and	stay	there	until	I	bring	you	word;	for	Herod	will	seek
the	young	Child	 to	destroy	Him.”	14	When	he	arose,	he	 took	 the	 young	Child
and	 His	 mother	 by	 night	 and	 departed	 for	 Egypt,	 15	 and	 was	 there	 until	 the
death	of	Herod,	that	it	might	be	fulfilled	which	was	spoken	by	the	Lord	through
the	prophet,	saying,	“Out	of	Egypt	I	called	My	Son.”

Matthew	26:3	Then	 the	chief	priests,	 the	scribes,	and	 the	elders	of	 the	people
assembled	 at	 the	 palace	 of	 the	 high	 priest,	 who	 was	 called	 Caiaphas,	 4	 and
plotted	to	take	Jesus	by	trickery	and	kill	Him.	5	But	they	said,	“Not	during	the
feast,	lest	there	be	an	uproar	among	the	people.”

Luke	23:11	Then	Herod,	with	his	men	of	war,	 treated	Him	with	 contempt	and
mocked	Him,	arrayed	Him	in	a	gorgeous	robe,	and	sent	Him	back	to	Pilate.	12
That	very	day	Pilate	and	Herod	became	friends	with	each	other,	 for	previously
they	had	been	at	enmity	with	each	other.

John	 11:47	 Then	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	 the	 Pharisees	 gathered	 a	 council	 and
said,	“What	shall	we	do?	For	this	Man	works	many	signs.	48	If	we	let	Him	alone
like	this,	everyone	will	believe	in	Him,	and	the	Romans	will	come	and	take	away
both	our	 place	 and	nation.”	49	And	one	of	 them,	Caiaphas,	 being	high	priest
that	year,	said	to	them,	“You	know	nothing	at	all,	50	nor	do	you	consider	that	it
is	expedient	for	us	that	one	man	should	die	for	the	people,	and	not	that	the	whole
nation	 should	 perish.”	 51	 Now	 this	 he	 did	 not	 say	 on	 his	 own	 authority;	 but
being	high	priest	that	year	he	prophesied	that	Jesus	would	die	for	the	nation,	52
and	not	for	that	nation	only,	but	also	that	He	would	gather	together	in	one	the



children	 of	 God	 who	 were	 scattered	 abroad.	 53	 Then,	 from	 that	 day	 on,	 they
plotted	to	put	Him	to	death.

Oppression	is	a	normal	phenomenon	for	believers

Although	 the	Church	will	be	caught	up	before	 the	Great	Tribulation,	 this	does
not	imply	that	the	Churches	and	the	believers	will	not	be	facing	oppression.	On
the	contrary.

In	 contrast	 to	 Israel,	 the	Church	will	 be	 caught	 up	 in	 heaven	before	 the	Great
Tribulation.	In	this	respect,	see	the	chapter	on	the	rapture	of	the	believers.	From
the	many	Bible	texts	about	oppression,	however,	it	appears	that	tribulations	are
part	 of	 our	 faith.	 Believers	 will	 not	 escape	 tribulations	 either.	 It	 is	 even	 very
special	if	a	believer	or	a	Church	is	not	faced	with	oppression.	In	this	respect,	one
can	think	of	various	kinds	of	tribulations:	illness,	persecution,	slander,	contempt,
loneliness,	death	of	 loved	ones,	 etc.	 In	general	we	can	 say	 that	 the	Lord	often
allows	oppression	in	order	to	strengthen	our	faith;	in	order	to	bring	us	closer	to
Him.	He	does	this	so	He	will	get	and	take	first	place	in	a	believer’s	life;	so	He
will	be	more	glorified	through	the	oppression.	However,	 the	Lord	may	also	set
another	objective:	the	oppression	may	be	meant	as	chastisement	or	punishment,
so	as	to	repent	from	a	sinful	way	(see	Revelation	2:22-23).

The	 verses	 in	 Matthew	 24:3-8	 appear	 to	 relate	 to	 the	 time	 before	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	The	Lord	Jesus	 therefore	says	 that	 this	 is	only	 the	beginning.	That
the	believers	will	be	hated	by	all	nations	(verse	9)	points	more	to	the	time	of	the
Great	Tribulation.

To	a	greater	or	lesser	extent,	these	persecutions	have	continued	through	the	ages,
until	this	very	day.	And	the	oppression	and	persecutions	will	increase	at	the	end
of	 the	age.	During	His	 life	on	earth,	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	already	warned	us	 that
these	things	will	happen.

Matthew	24:3	Now	as	He	sat	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,	the	disciples	came	to	Him
privately,	saying,	“Tell	us,	when	will	these	things	be?	And	what	will	be	the	sign
of	Your	coming,	and	of	the	end	of	the	age?”	4	And	Jesus	answered	and	said	to
them:	“Take	heed	that	no	one	deceives	you.	5	For	many	will	come	in	My	name,
saying,	‘I	am	the	Christ,’	and	will	deceive	many.	6	And	you	will	hear	of	wars	and
rumors	of	wars.	See	that	you	are	not	troubled;	for	all	these	things	must	come	to
pass,	but	the	end	is	not	yet.	7	For	nation	will	rise	against	nation,	and	kingdom
against	 kingdom.	 And	 there	 will	 be	 famines,	 pestilences,	 and	 earthquakes	 in



various	places.	8	All	these	are	the	beginning	of	sorrows.	9	Then	they	will	deliver
you	up	to	 tribulation	and	kill	you,	and	you	will	be	hated	by	all	nations	 for	My
name’s	 sake.	10	And	 then	many	will	 be	offended,	will	 betray	one	another,	 and
will	 hate	 one	 another.	 11	 Then	 many	 false	 prophets	 will	 rise	 up	 and	 deceive
many.	12	And	because	lawlessness	will	abound,	the	love	of	many	will	grow	cold.
13	But	he	who	endures	to	the	end	shall	be	saved.”

Mark	10:29	So	Jesus	answered	and	said,	“Assuredly,	 I	say	 to	you,	 there	 is	no
one	 who	 has	 left	 house	 or	 brothers	 or	 sisters	 or	 father	 or	 mother	 or	 wife	 or
children	 or	 lands,	 for	 My	 sake	 and	 the	 gospel’s,	 30	 who	 shall	 not	 receive	 a
hundredfold	now	in	this	time—houses	and	brothers	and	sisters	and	mothers	and
children	and	lands,	with	persecutions—and	in	the	age	to	come,	eternal	life.”

John	15:20	“Remember	 the	word	 that	 I	 said	 to	 you,	 ‘A	 servant	 is	 not	 greater
than	his	master.’	If	they	persecuted	Me,	they	will	also	persecute	you.	If	they	kept
My	word,	they	will	keep	yours	also.”

The	 verses	 below	 can	 relate	 to	 both	 the	 time	 before	 and	 during	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	The	persecutions	mentioned	by	the	Lord	Jesus	and	the	apostles,	can
occur	 at	 any	 time.	 Currently,	 many	 Christians	 suffer	 in	 countries	 with
persecution.

Matthew	 10:16	 “Behold,	 I	 send	 you	 out	 as	 sheep	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 wolves.
Therefore	be	wise	as	serpents	and	harmless	as	doves.	17	But	beware	of	men,	for
they	will	deliver	you	up	to	councils	and	scourge	you	in	their	synagogues.	18	You
will	be	brought	before	governors	and	kings	for	My	sake,	as	a	testimony	to	them
and	to	the	Gentiles.	19	But	when	they	deliver	you	up,	do	not	worry	about	how	or
what	you	should	speak.	For	it	will	be	given	to	you	in	that	hour	what	you	should
speak;	20	for	it	is	not	you	who	speak,	but	the	Spirit	of	your	Father	who	speaks	in
you.	21	Now	brother	will	deliver	up	brother	to	death,	and	a	father	his	child;	and
children	will	rise	up	against	parents	and	cause	them	to	be	put	to	death.	22	And
you	will	be	hated	by	all	for	My	name’s	sake.	But	he	who	endures	to	the	end	will
be	saved.	23	When	they	persecute	you	in	this	city,	flee	to	another.	For	assuredly,
I	say	to	you,	you	will	not	have	gone	through	the	cities	of	Israel	before	the	Son	of
Man	comes.”

John	15:23	“He	who	hates	Me	hates	My	Father	also.”

John	16:33	“These	things	I	have	spoken	to	you,	that	in	Me	you	may	have	peace.
In	the	world	you	will	have	tribulation;	but	be	of	good	cheer,	I	have	overcome	the



world.”

In	the	Acts	of	the	Apostles,	we	can	read	more	of	the	persecution	of	the	Jewish
apostles	and	the	first	Churches	of	Jewish	believers.	In	the	beginning,	they	were
persecuted	most	by	the	Jewish	authorities	and	King	Herod,	a	descendant	of	Esau.

Acts	12:1	Now	about	that	time	Herod	the	king	stretched	out	his	hand	to	harass
some	 from	 the	 Church.	 2	 Then	 he	 killed	 James	 the	 brother	 of	 John	 with	 the
sword.

Acts	14:22	strengthening	the	souls	of	the	disciples,	exhorting	them	to	continue	in
the	faith,	and	saying,	“We	must	through	many	tribulations	enter	the	kingdom	of
God.”

Acts	22:7	“And	I	fell	to	the	ground	and	heard	a	voice	saying	to	me,	‘Saul,	Saul,
why	are	you	persecuting	Me?’	8	So	 I	answered,	 ‘Who	are	You,	Lord?’	And	He
said	to	me,	‘I	am	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	whom	you	are	persecuting.’”

Acts	23:12	And	when	it	was	day,	some	of	the	Jews	banded	together	and	bound
themselves	under	an	oath,	saying	that	they	would	neither	eat	nor	drink	till	they
had	 killed	 Paul.	 13	 Now	 there	 were	 more	 than	 forty	 who	 had	 formed	 this
conspiracy.

In	their	 letters,	 the	apostles	Paul	and	Peter	often	talked	about	oppression.	They
experienced	it	themselves	and	knew	that	the	members	of	the	Churches	could	be
confronted	 with–or	 were	 already	 experiencing–the	 same.	 They	 tried	 to
encourage	and	comfort	them,	and	urged	them	to	perseverance.

Romans	5:3	And	not	only	 that,	but	we	also	glory	 in	 tribulations,	knowing	that
tribulation	produces	perseverance.

Romans	8:35	Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Shall	tribulation,
or	distress,	or	persecution,	or	famine,	or	nakedness,	or	peril,	or	sword?	36	As	it
is	written:	“For	Your	sake	we	are	killed	all	day	long;	we	are	accounted	as	sheep
for	 the	 slaughter.”	 37	 Yet	 in	 all	 these	 things	 we	 are	 more	 than	 conquerors
through	Him	who	loved	us.

Romans	12:12	rejoicing	in	hope,	patient	in	tribulation,	continuing	steadfastly	in
prayer.

2Corinthians	1:3	Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the
Father	 of	 mercies	 and	 God	 of	 all	 comfort,	 4	 who	 comforts	 us	 in	 all	 our



tribulation,	that	we	may	be	able	to	comfort	those	who	are	in	any	trouble,	with	the
comfort	with	which	we	ourselves	are	comforted	by	God.

2Corinthians	 4:17	 For	 our	 light	 affliction,	 which	 is	 but	 for	 a	 moment,	 is
working	for	us	a	far	more	exceeding	and	eternal	weight	of	glory.

2Corinthians	7:5	For	indeed,	when	we	came	to	Macedonia,	our	bodies	had	no
rest,	 but	 we	 were	 troubled	 on	 every	 side.	 Outside	 were	 conflicts,	 inside	 were
fears.	 6	 Nevertheless	 God,	 who	 comforts	 the	 downcast,	 comforted	 us	 by	 the
coming	of	Titus.

Colossians	1:24	I	now	rejoice	 in	my	sufferings	 for	you,	and	 fill	up	 in	my	 flesh
what	is	lacking	in	the	afflictions	of	Christ,	for	the	sake	of	His	body,	which	is	the
Church.

1Thessalonians	3:3	 that	no	one	should	be	 shaken	by	 these	afflictions;	 for	you
yourselves	know	that	we	are	appointed	to	this.	4	For,	in	fact,	we	told	you	before
when	we	were	with	you	that	we	would	suffer	tribulation,	just	as	it	happened,	and
you	know.

2Timothy	2:3	You	 therefore	must	 endure	 hardship	 as	 a	 good	 soldier	 of	 Jesus
Christ.

1Peter	4:12	Beloved,	do	not	think	it	strange	concerning	the	fiery	trial	which	is	to
try	 you,	 as	 though	 some	 strange	 thing	 happened	 to	 you;	 13	 but	 rejoice	 to	 the
extent	 that	 you	partake	of	Christ’s	 sufferings,	 that	when	His	 glory	 is	 revealed,
you	may	also	be	glad	with	exceeding	joy.

The	risen	and	ascended	Savior	also	knows	about	the	tribulation	His	children	are
confronted	with.	He	warns	 them,	He	 encourages	 them,	He	 comforts	 them	 and
urges	them	on	to	persevere	to	the	end–yea,	even	to	persevere	to	death.	The	Lord
Jesus	 is	 talking	 about	 a	 ten-day	 tribulation.	 What	 does	 He	 mean	 by	 it?	 The
apostle	Peter	 says	 in	1	Peter	1:5-7	 that	 salvation	 is	 ready	 to	be	 received,	 even
though	 the	 faith	 is	 tested	 for	 a	 short	 while	 due	 to	 various	 temptations.	 In	my
opinion,	 the	 Lord	 here	 means	 that,	 compared	 with	 the	 eternal	 salvation	 that
awaits	us,	the	time	of	tribulation	is	relatively	short.	Furthermore,	Peter	says	that
the	testing	of	faith	is	worth	more	than	gold,	and	appears	to	be	to	the	praise	and
glory	at	the	Lord	Jesus’	coming.

Revelation	2:9	“I	know	your	works,	tribulation,	and	poverty	(but	you	are	rich);
and	I	know	the	blasphemy	of	those	who	say	they	are	Jews	and	are	not,	but	are	a



synagogue	of	Satan.	10	Do	not	fear	any	of	those	things	which	you	are	about	to
suffer.	Indeed,	the	devil	is	about	to	throw	some	of	you	into	prison,	that	you	may
be	 tested,	and	you	will	have	 tribulation	 ten	days.	Be	 faithful	until	death,	and	I
will	give	you	the	crown	of	life.	(…)

22	Indeed	I	will	cast	her	into	a	sickbed,	and	those	who	commit	adultery	with	her
into	great	tribulation,	unless	they	repent	of	their	deeds.	23	I	will	kill	her	children
with	 death,	 and	 all	 the	 Churches	 shall	 know	 that	 I	 am	 He	 who	 searches	 the
minds	and	hearts.	And	I	will	give	to	each	one	of	you	according	to	your	works.”

The	persecutions	culminate	during	 the	Great	Tribulation.	The	Church	has	 then
already	been	caught	up,	but	also	during	that	period	many	more	people	will	come
to	faith	due	 to	 the	proclamation	of	 the	Gospel	by	 the	144,000	Jewish	servants.
The	 majority	 of	 the	 people	 who	 will	 then	 be	 converted,	 will	 be	 persecuted
because	 of	 their	 faith	 and	 will	 have	 to	 die.	 We	 can	 read	 more	 about	 this	 in
Revelation	 17	 and	 19,	 while	 Chapter	 7	 of	 Revelation	 deals	 with	 the	 Jewish
servants.

Revelation	17:11	“The	beast	that	was,	and	is	not,	is	himself	also	the	eighth,	and
is	of	the	seven,	and	is	going	to	perdition.	12	The	ten	horns	which	you	saw	are	ten
kings	who	have	received	no	kingdom	as	yet,	but	 they	receive	authority	 for	one
hour	as	kings	with	the	beast.	13	These	are	of	one	mind,	and	they	will	give	their
power	and	authority	to	the	beast.	14	These	will	make	war	with	the	Lamb,	and	the
Lamb	will	overcome	them,	for	He	is	Lord	of	lords	and	King	of	kings;	and	those
who	are	with	Him	are	called,	chosen,	and	faithful.”

Revelation	19:19	And	I	saw	the	beast,	the	kings	of	the	earth,	and	their	armies,
gathered	 together	 to	make	war	against	Him	who	 sat	on	 the	horse	and	against
His	army.	20	Then	the	beast	was	captured,	and	with	him	the	false	prophet	who
worked	signs	in	his	presence,	by	which	he	deceived	those	who	received	the	mark
of	the	beast	and	those	who	worshiped	his	image.	These	two	were	cast	alive	into
the	 lake	 of	 fire	 burning	 with	 brimstone.	 21	 And	 the	 rest	 were	 killed	 with	 the
sword	which	proceeded	from	the	mouth	of	Him	who	sat	on	the	horse.	And	all	the
birds	were	filled	with	their	flesh.



72.	Fallacies	in	the	Church
Fallacies	constitute	the	greatest	danger	for	any	Church.	The	first	Churches	had
only	just	been	established	when	heretics	showed	up	trying	to	dissuade	Churches
from	the	apostles’	doctrine.

Fallacies	can	be	caused	by,	for	example:

1.	 Lack	of	knowledge	of	the	entire	Bible.

2.	 Pride:	people	think	they	know	better	than	God.

3.	 Intellect:	science	placed	above	the	Bible.

4.	 Not	being	led–or	not	wanting	to	be	led–by	the	Holy	Spirit.

5.	 Satan	sowing	tares	among	the	wheat	(fallacies).

In	the	letters	of	the	Lord	Jesus	to	the	seven	Churches	(Revelation	2	and	3),	the
fallacies	are	an	ever	recurring	theme,	as	is	secularization	since	they	left	their	first
love.	Also	 in	our	days,	 there	 is	 an	abundance	of	 fallacies.	There	 is	hardly	any
Church	denomination	or	Church	where	fallacy	has	not	crept	in.	It	is	outside	the
scope	of	this	book	to	analyze	these	fallacies.

In	Matthew	24:11,	the	Lord	Jesus	says	that	there	will	come	many	false	prophets
who	will	 tempt	many	people.	At	 the	 time	He	 spoke	about	 the	 end	 time.	 I	will
confine	myself	to	mentioning	some	of	the	most	frequently	occurring	fallacies	of
our	days:

No	unconditional	belief	in	the	Bible.

Putting	doctrine,	dogma’s	first,	and	the	Biblical	testimony	second.

Creation	not	being	made	by	God	in	six	days.

Believing	that	the	Lord	Jesus	did	not	actually	rise	from	the	dead.

The	Lord	Jesus	is	not	the	Son	of	God.

There	is	no	divine	trinity.

We	must	now	build	the	kingdom	on	earth.

The	Lord	Jesus	is	not	a	perfect	Savior;	the	believers	must	continue	to	do



good	works	in	order	to	be	saved.

The	 increasing	 number	 of	 fallacies	 in	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church.
Protestant	 ministers	 and	 Church	 leaders	 try	 to	 make	 us	 believe	 that
‘Rome’	has	changed	for	 the	better.	Pope	Benedict	XVI	wrote	a	positive
book	on	Christ.	According	to	some,	this	is	a	starting	point	to	enter	into	a
discussion	 about	 reunification.	 However,	 he	 did	 not	 repeal	 any	 of	 the
many	 fallacies,	 i.e.	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church	 has	 not	 changed	 its
doctrine	(Council	of	Trent).

The	doctrine	of	‘presumptive	regeneration’.

Baptism	being	allowed	without	faith	of	the	person	involved.

Baptized	babies	being	incorporated	in	the	covenant	of	grace.

Rebirth	taking	a	whole	life;	it’s	a	process	of	sanctification.

Prosperity	gospel.

Charismatic	movements	with	their	excrescences

The	characteristics	of	the	acts	of	the	apostles	are	still	valid	today.

Since	God	is	love,	hell	cannot	possibly	exist.

In	the	end,	all	people	will	be	saved	(‘salvation	for	all’).

Not	believing	in	the	rapture	of	the	Church.

The	Church	has	replaced	Israel	(replacement	theology).

Not	believing	in	an	earthly	kingdom	of	one	thousand	years,	that	is	led	by
the	Messiah.

Believing	 that	 everything	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Revelation	 has	 already
happened.

If	we	consider	the	multitude	of	fallacies,	it	 is	not	strange	that	Christianity	is	so
divided.	There	is	indeed	a	unity	of	believers,	but	mostly	invisible	to	the	human
eye.	This	unity	comprises	all	sincere	children	of	God.	Through	God,	born	again
to	His	beloved	children	and	joined	by	the	Holy	Spirit.

Another	danger	threatening	the	Churches	is	that	people	have	left	their	first	love.
The	Lord	 Jesus	warns	 them	 in	Revelation	 2:4.	What	 does	 that	mean	 ‘to	 leave



one’s	 first	 love’?	 In	 Luke	 7:47-48,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 said,	 ‘To	 whom	 little	 is
forgiven,	 the	 same	 loves	 little.’	 This	 shows	 that	 the	 first	 love	 has	 to	 do	 with
forgiveness	 of	 sins.	 Repentance,	 faith,	 new	 birth	 and	 forgiveness	 of	 sins	 are
matters	 that	concern	one’s	first	 love.	Reconciliation	 through	the	blood	of	Jesus
should	 be	 central	 in	 the	 life	 of	 believers,	 in	 the	 life	 of	 the	Church,	 and	 in	 the
preaching.	If	these	subjects	hardly	receive	attention	in	preaching,	one	should	not
be	amazed	 that	 in	 the	 long	 run	 the	Church	will	 languish	 since	 the	heart	of	 the
Gospel	is	taken	away.

Theologians	may	write	 tomes	 about	 the	 necessity	 of	 preaching,	 about	 being	 a
missionary	Church	 and	 about	 the	 cause	 of	 secularization.	 But	 it	will	 be	 to	 no
avail	if	one	does	not	end	up	with	the	real	cause,	as	indicated	above.

In	Revelation	2:5,	the	Lord	Jesus	warns	that	He	will	remove	the	lampstand	from
its	place	if	a	Church	continues	on	the	road	of	fallacies!	Practice	has	also	shown
this,	unfortunately.	Once	there	is	one	fallacy,	soon	more	will	follow!

Certain	 fallacies	 result	 in	 only	 a	 very	 small	 Bible	 remaining.	 Example:
replacement	theology	no	longer	sees	a	future	for	Israel	on	this	earth.	If	a	person
believes	this,	the	Bible	becomes	very	small	and	many	Bible	texts	are	no	longer
suitable	for	sermons.	Unless	everything	becomes	spiritualized	and	is	applied	to
the	Church.

In	Revelation	3:10,	 the	Lord	 Jesus	 speaks	about	 the	 temptation	 that	will	 come
upon	the	whole	world.	Personally	I	 think	 that	 this	 time	has	now	dawned.	Only
those	who	keep	His	Word,	will	remain	standing–i.e.	every	one	of	His	Scripture
verses,	and	no	fallacies.	In	the	hour	of	temptation,	He	will	also	keep	those	who
keep	His	Word.



73.	Israel’s	office
(see	also	no.	30	Israel’s	calling)

God	chose	Israel	to	bring	forth	the	Messiah,	and	in	Him	to	be	a	blessing	for	all
nations	of	the	earth.

In	 principle,	 Israel	 has	 performed	 this	 task	 by	 sending	 out	 the	 twelve	 Jewish
apostles,	and	by	the	testimony	of	the	thousands	of	early	believers	in	the	Messiah
Jesus.

It	is	only	a	relatively	small	part	of	the	Jewish	people	that	brings	God’s	Word	to
the	Gentiles.

The	 Jewish	 apostles	 have	 proclaimed	 the	 Gospel–first	 to	 their	 own	 national
community	 and	 later	 to	 the	 Gentiles,	 first	 the	 Jew	 and	 then	 the	 Greek.
Specifically	Paul	was	the	apostle	of	the	Gentiles.

In	Jerusalem,	the	Jewish	apostles	told	about	the	great	works	the	Lord	had	done
by	converting	the	Gentiles	to	the	faith.	The	Lord	richly	blessed	their	preaching.

At	many	places	in	the	Tanakh,	we	find	directives	for	preaching,	specifically	in:

Malachi	2:4	“Then	you	shall	know	that	I	have	sent	 this	commandment	 to	you,
that	 My	 covenant	 with	 Levi	 may	 continue,”	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts.	 5	 “My
covenant	was	with	him,	one	of	 life	and	peace,	and	 I	gave	 them	 to	him	 that	he
might	fear	Me;	so	he	feared	Me	and	was	reverent	before	My	name.	6	The	law	of
truth	was	in	his	mouth,	and	injustice	was	not	found	on	his	lips.	He	walked	with
Me	in	peace	and	equity,	And	turned	many	away	from	iniquity.	7	For	the	lips	of	a
priest	should	keep	knowledge,	and	people	should	seek	the	law	from	his	mouth;
for	he	is	the	messenger	of	the	LORD	of	hosts.”

In	 the	 NT,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 Himself	 gave	 preaching	 guidelines	 to	 the	 Jewish
disciples	during	His	walk	with	them	on	earth,	and	after	His	resurrection,	before
He	 ascended.	 The	 Lord	 Jesus	 said	 they	 should	 preach	 ‘repentance	 and
forgiveness	 of	 sins’,	 and	 after	 repentance	 baptize	 them	 in	 the	 Name	 of	 the
Father,	 of	 the	 Son	 and	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 The	 question	 to	 every
minister/evangelist	is	whether	his	preaching	meets	this	task.

Matthew	28:18	And	Jesus	came	and	spoke	to	them,	saying,	“All	authority	has
been	given	to	Me	in	heaven	and	on	earth.	19	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of



all	the	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of
the	Holy	Spirit,	20	teaching	them	to	observe	all	 things	that	I	have	commanded
you;	and	lo,	I	am	with	you	always,	even	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	Amen.

Luke	24:46	Then	He	said	to	them,	“Thus	it	is	written,	and	thus	it	was	necessary
for	 the	 Christ	 to	 suffer	 and	 to	 rise	 from	 the	 dead	 the	 third	 day,	 47	 and	 that
repentance	and	remission	of	sins	should	be	preached	in	His	name	to	all	nations,
beginning	at	Jerusalem.	48	And	you	are	witnesses	of	these	things.”

The	Lord	has	greatly	blessed	the	preaching	by	the	Jewish	apostles.	They	started
preaching	in

Jerusalem,	and	then	set	forth	into	the	world.	At	all	times,	they	first	brought	the
message	to	the	Jewish	people	in	foreign	parts,	and	subsequently	to	the	Gentiles.

In	the	Acts	of	the	Apostles,	we	can	take	extensive	note	of	the	great	things	God
did	among	the	nations.	The	apostles	first	proclaimed	the	Gospel	to	the	Jews,	who
did	not	always	accept	it.	Then	they	proclaimed	the	Gospel	to	the	other	people.

Acts	9:15	But	 the	Lord	said	 to	him,	“Go,	 for	he	 is	a	chosen	vessel	of	Mine	 to
bear	My	name	before	Gentiles,	kings,	and	the	children	of	Israel.”

Acts	11:17	“If	 therefore	God	gave	 them	 the	same	gift	as	He	gave	us	when	we
believed	on	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	I	 that	I	could	withstand	God?”	18
When	they	heard	these	things	they	became	silent;	and	they	glorified	God,	saying,
“Then	God	has	also	granted	 to	 the	Gentiles	repentance	 to	 life.”	19	Now	those
who	were	scattered	after	the	persecution	that	arose	over	Stephen	traveled	as	far
as	Phoenicia,	Cyprus,	and	Antioch,	preaching	the	word	to	no	one	but	the	Jews
only.

Acts	13:45	But	when	 the	 Jews	 saw	 the	multitudes,	 they	were	 filled	with	 envy;
and	contradicting	and	blaspheming,	they	opposed	the	things	spoken	by	Paul.	46
Then	Paul	and	Barnabas	grew	bold	and	said,	“It	was	necessary	that	the	word	of
God	should	be	spoken	to	you	first;	but	since	you	reject	it,	and	judge	yourselves
unworthy	of	everlasting	life,	behold,	we	turn	to	the	Gentiles.	47	For	so	the	Lord
has	commanded	us:	‘I	have	set	you	as	a	light	to	the	Gentiles,	that	you	should	be
for	salvation	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.’”

48	Now	when	the	Gentiles	heard	this,	 they	were	glad	and	glorified	the	word	of
the	Lord.	And	as	many	as	had	been	appointed	to	eternal	life	believed.	49	And	the
word	of	 the	Lord	was	being	spread	 throughout	all	 the	 region.	50	But	 the	Jews



stirred	up	the	devout	and	prominent	women	and	the	chief	men	of	the	city,	raised
up	persecution	against	Paul	and	Barnabas,	and	expelled	them	from	their	region.

Acts	14:27	Now	when	 they	 had	 come	 and	 gathered	 the	Church	 together,	 they
reported	all	that	God	had	done	with	them,	and	that	He	had	opened	the	door	of
faith	to	the	Gentiles.

Acts	 15:3	 So,	 being	 sent	 on	 their	 way	 by	 the	 Church,	 they	 passed	 through
Phoenicia	 and	 Samaria,	 describing	 the	 conversion	 of	 the	 Gentiles;	 and	 they
caused	great	 joy	 to	all	 the	brethren.	4	And	when	 they	had	come	 to	Jerusalem,
they	 were	 received	 by	 the	 Church	 and	 the	 apostles	 and	 the	 elders;	 and	 they
reported	all	things	that	God	had	done	with	them.	(…)	7	And	then	there	had	been
much	dispute,	Peter	rose	up	and	said	to	them:	“Men	and	brethren,	you	know	that
a	good	while	ago	God	chose	among	us,	 that	by	my	mouth	 the	Gentiles	 should
hear	 the	 word	 of	 the	 gospel	 and	 believe.	 8	 So	 God,	 who	 knows	 the	 heart,
acknowledged	them	by	giving	them	the	Holy	Spirit,	 just	as	He	did	to	us,	9	and
made	no	distinction	between	us	and	them,	purifying	their	hearts	by	faith.”	(…)
12	 Then	 all	 the	 multitude	 kept	 silent	 and	 listened	 to	 Barnabas	 and	 Paul
declaring	 how	 many	 miracles	 and	 wonders	 God	 had	 worked	 through	 them
among	the	Gentiles.

The	apostle	Paul,	a	learned	Jew,	was	appointed	by	the	Lord	Jesus	from	heaven	as
the	apostle	to	the	Gentiles.	He	was	chosen	by	the	Lord	Jesus.	In	his	letters,	we
can	 take	note	of	his	 faith,	 trials,	 tribulations,	but	 also	of	 the	blessing	 that	God
gave	 through	 his	 preaching.	 It	 is	 also	 Paul	 who	 pursues	 in	 greater	 depth	 the
rejection	of	the	Gospel	by	a	large	majority	of	Jews.

Does	 this	 mean	 that	 God	 thus	 counts	 out	 the	 Jewish	 people	 as	 His	 chosen
people?	No,	says	the	apostle	in	Romans	11:28-32.	They	are	and	remain	beloved
because	of	 the	 covenant	 that	God	made	with	 their	 fathers	Abraham,	 Isaac	 and
Jacob.	God	does	not	go	back	on	His	promise,	God	does	not	feel	remorse	about
the	grace	He	has	bestowed	on	Israel	(Romans	11:29).	In	God’s	plan,	they	are	in
large	part	disobedient	to	the	Gospel,	but	later	they	will	all	receive	mercy,	receive
grace	again.	Why?	Because	God	has	also	shown	mercy	on	the	Gentiles,	although
they	have	been	disobedient	as	well.	And	this	applies	to	all,	the	apostle	says.	That
is	 the	 remnant,	 according	 to	 the	 election	 of	His	 grace	 (Isaiah	 10:20-22;	 Isaiah
37:31;	 Jeremiah	31:7;	Micah	5:7-8;	Micah	7:18;	Zechariah	 8:6,11,12;	Romans
9:27;	Romans	11:5).

Romans	1:16	For	I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel	of	Christ,	for	it	is	the	power	of



God	 to	 salvation	 for	 everyone	who	believes,	 for	 the	 Jew	 first	 and	also	 for	 the
Greek.

Romans	9:22	What	if	God,	wanting	to	show	His	wrath	and	to	make	His	power
known,	 endured	 with	 much	 longsuffering	 the	 vessels	 of	 wrath	 prepared	 for
destruction,	 23	 and	 that	He	might	make	 known	 the	 riches	 of	His	 glory	 on	 the
vessels	of	mercy,	which	He	had	prepared	beforehand	for	glory,	24	even	us	whom
He	called,	not	of	the	Jews	only,	but	also	of	the	Gentiles?

The	majority	of	the	Israelites	has	not	accepted	the	Messiah	Jesus.	However,	it	is
a	 temporary	matter.	The	 apostle	 James	 says	 in	Acts	 15:13-18	 that	God	 at	 first
visited	 the	 other	 nations	 (verse	 14),	 and	 will	 then	 return	 and	 rebuild	 the
tabernacle	 of	 David,	 which	 has	 fallen	 down	 (verse	 16).	 Then	 the	 remnant	 of
Israel	will	seek	(and	find)	the	Lord,	as	will	all	the	nations	that	are	called	by	the
name	of	the	Lord	(verse	17).

Rebuilding	 Israel’s	 tabernacle	 that	 has	 fallen	 down,	 means	 that	 the	 promise
becomes	reality,	as	announced	in:

Luke	1:32	“He	will	be	great,	and	will	be	called	the	Son	of	the	Highest;	and	the
Lord	God	will	 give	Him	 the	 throne	of	His	 father	David.	 33	And	He	will	 reign
over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	His	kingdom	there	will	be	no	end.”

Isn’t	the	Messiah	seated	on	His	throne	yet?	No,	He	is	now	seated	with	His	Father
on	His	Father’s	throne,	as	is	stated	in:

Psalm	110:1	The	LORD	said	to	my	Lord,	“Sit	at	My	right	hand,	till	I	make	Your
enemies	Your	footstool.”

David’s	tabernacle	is	not	yet	restored,	and	until	that	time	He	will	be	seated	with
the	Father	on	His	Father’s	throne	(Revelation	3:21).	In	the	Tanakh,	the	prophet
Amos	also	speaks	(in	9:11-12)	about	 raising	up	and	rebuilding	 the	kingdom	of
David.

When	the	Messiah	Jesus	returns,	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount	of	Olives;	HE
will	defeat	His	enemies	and	HE	will	be	King	of	Israel	and	subject	the	nations	to
Himself.	A	large	part	of	all	the	nations	will	also	repent	to	the	Lord.	The	Messiah
will	then	be	seated	on	His	own	throne.

Acts	 15:13	And	 after	 they	 had	 become	 silent,	 James	 answered,	 saying,	 “Men
and	brethren,	listen	to	me:	14	Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the
Gentiles	to	take	out	of	them	a	people	for	His	name.	15	And	with	this	the	words	of



the	 prophets	 agree,	 just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 16	 ‘After	 this	 I	 will	 return	 and	 will
rebuild	the	tabernacle	of	David,	which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,
and	I	will	set	it	up;	17	so	that	the	rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD,	even	all
the	Gentiles	 who	 are	 called	 by	My	 name,	 says	 the	 LORD	who	 does	 all	 these
things.’	18	Known	to	God	from	eternity	are	all	His	works.”

Galatians	3:8	And	the	Scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles
by	 faith,	 preached	 the	 gospel	 to	 Abraham	 beforehand,	 saying,	 “In	 you	 all	 the
nations	 shall	 be	 blessed.”	 9	 So	 then	 those	 who	 are	 of	 faith	 are	 blessed	 with
believing	Abraham.

Israel	will	fully	meet	this	task	when	the	people	will	repent	in	the	future.	During
the	Great	Tribulation,	144,000	Jewish	servants	will	start	proclaiming	the	Gospel,
together	with	the	two	witnesses,	to	the	utmost	ends	of	the	world.

Also	 during	 the	Millennium,	 the	 converted	 Israel	 will	 be	 a	 witness	 to	 all	 the
nations	which	will	then	come	to	Jerusalem.



74.	The	Messiah	Jesus	rejected	and
then...
The	larger	part	of	the	Jewish	people	rejected	the	Messiah	Jesus.	Because	of	this,
the	majority	of	Israel	was	disobedient	to	God.	As	a	consequence,	the	temple	was
destroyed,	Jerusalem	burnt	and	the	people	scattered	among	the	Gentiles,	as	God
had	proclaimed	in	the	prophecies:

Isaiah	42:23	Who	among	you	will	give	ear	to	this?	Who	will	listen	and	hear	for
the	 time	 to	 come?	24	Who	gave	 Jacob	 for	plunder,	 and	 Israel	 to	 the	 robbers?
Was	 it	 not	 the	 LORD,	He	 against	whom	we	 have	 sinned?	For	 they	would	 not
walk	in	His	ways,	nor	were	they	obedient	to	His	law.	25	Therefore	He	has	poured
on	him	the	fury	of	His	anger	and	the	strength	of	battle;	it	has	set	him	on	fire	all
around,	yet	he	did	not	know;	and	it	burned	him,	yet	he	did	not	take	it	to	heart.

Matthew	23:37	“O	Jerusalem,	 Jerusalem,	 the	 one	who	 kills	 the	 prophets	 and
stones	 those	who	are	 sent	 to	 her!	How	often	 I	wanted	 to	 gather	 your	 children
together,	as	a	hen	gathers	her	chicks	under	her	wings,	but	you	were	not	willing!
38	See!	Your	house	is	left	to	you	desolate.”

Matthew	 24:1	 Then	 Jesus	 went	 out	 and	 departed	 from	 the	 temple,	 and	 His
disciples	came	up	to	show	Him	the	buildings	of	the	temple.	2	And	Jesus	said	to
them,	“Do	you	not	 see	all	 these	 things?	Assuredly,	 I	 say	 to	you,	not	one	stone
shall	be	left	here	upon	another,	that	shall	not	be	thrown	down.”

Talmud	Yoma	39a	states:	“Our	rabbis	taught:	‘During	the	last	forty	years	before
the	destruction	of	the	Temple,	the	lot	(the	one	designated	for	the	Lord	=	the	goat
that	had	to	be	sacrificed	on	the	Day	of	Atonement)	did	not	come	up	in	the	right
hand	of	the	high	priest,	nor	did	the	crimson-colored	strap	(being	tied	up	between
the	bullock’s	horns)	turn	white,	in	order	to	show	that	the	sins	of	the	people	had
been	 forgiven;	 nor	 did	 the	westernmost	 light	 (in	 the	 sanctuary)	 shine,	 and	 the
doors	 of	 the	 sanctuary	would	 open	 by	 themselves,	 until	 Rabbi	Yochanan	Ben
Zakkai	reproached	them	saying,	“Sanctuary,	sanctuary,	why	will	you	sound	the
alarm	yourself?	I	know	about	you	that	you	will	be	destroyed.”

Matthew	27:11	Now	Jesus	stood	before	 the	governor.	And	 the	governor	asked
Him,	saying,	“Are	You	the	King	of	the	Jews?”	So	Jesus	said	to	him,	“It	is	as	you
say.”



Matthew	27:27	Then	the	soldiers	of	the	governor	took	Jesus	into	the	Praetorium
and	gathered	the	whole	garrison	around	Him.	28	And	they	stripped	Him	and	put
a	scarlet	robe	on	Him.	29	When	they	had	twisted	a	crown	of	thorns,	they	put	it
on	His	head,	and	a	reed	in	His	right	hand.	And	they	bowed	the	knee	before	Him
and	mocked	Him,	saying,	“Hail,	King	of	the	Jews!”	30	Then	they	spat	on	Him,
and	 took	 the	reed	and	struck	Him	on	 the	head.	31	And	when	 they	had	mocked
Him,	they	took	the	robe	off	Him,	put	His	own	clothes	on	Him,	and	led	Him	away
to	be	crucified.

Luke	23:1	Then	the	whole	multitude	of	them	arose	and	led	Him	to	Pilate.	2	And
they	began	to	accuse	Him,	saying,	“We	found	this	fellow	perverting	the	nation,
and	forbidding	to	pay	taxes	to	Caesar,	saying	that	He	Himself	is	Christ,	a	King.”
3	Then	Pilate	asked	Him,	saying,	“Are	You	the	King	of	the	Jews?”	He	answered
him	and	 said,	 “It	 is	 as	 you	 say.”	 4	 So	Pilate	 said	 to	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	 the
crowd,	“I	find	no	fault	in	this	Man.”

John	19:14	Now	it	was	the	Preparation	Day	of	the	Passover,	and	about	the	sixth
hour.	 And	 he	 said	 to	 the	 Jews,	 “Behold	 your	 King!”	 15	 But	 they	 cried	 out,
“Away	with	Him,	away	with	Him!	Crucify	Him!”	Pilate	said	 to	 them,	“Shall	 I
crucify	your	King?”	The	chief	priests	answered,	“We	have	no	king	but	Caesar!”
16	Then	he	delivered	Him	 to	 them	 to	be	 crucified.	 So	 they	 took	 Jesus	and	 led
Him	away.

The	Messiah	rejected

The	Messiah	 Jesus	 came	 to	 His	 own,	 but	 they	 did	 not	 accept	 Him.	 This	 was
already	shown	during	His	 three-year	walk	 in	 Israel.	At	a	specific	moment,	His
proclamation	 also	 changed;	 at	 first,	 He	 had	 still	 been	 very	 open	 to	 the	 entire
nation	and	just	to	the	Jews,	but	after	John	8	there	is	a	change.

The	 scribes	 had	 accused	Him	of	 casting	out	 devils	 by	way	of	Beelzebub.	The
devil	would	be	His	father.	That	is	the	sin	against	the	Holy	Spirit	(attributing	the
Holy	Spirit’s	work	to	the	devil).	Then	He	started	to	speak	to	the	people	by	way
of	parables,	though	He	spoke	openly	to	His	disciples.

After	 this	 event,	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 also	 went	 abroad,	 to	 the	 country	 of	 the
Gadarenes.	There	He	healed	a	demon-possessed	man.	From	the	presence	of	the
herd	of	swine,	it	appears	that	Jesus	was	no	longer	in	Israel.	The	remarkable	thing
here	is	that	He	orders	the	healed	person	to	proclaim	to	his	family	and	friends	the
great	things	the	Lord	had	done	for	him.



But	shortly	afterwards,	after	the	resurrection	of	Jairus’	daughter,	He	specifically
ordered	 the	 onlookers	 to	 tell	 nobody.	 The	 case	 of	 the	 demon-possessed	 man
marked	the	beginning	of	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel	to	the	Gentiles.

The	 large	majority	 of	 Israel	 hardened	 and	 did	 not	 come	 to	 faith	 in	 Jesus,	 the
Messiah.	Also	 in	Samuel	we	 read	 that	 the	 Jewish	people	 rejected	 their	God	as
King	and	wanted	an	earthly	kind.	They	also	rejected	the	Messiah	as	King.	They
wanted	no	other	king	than	the	king	in	Rome	(John	19:15).

Acts	3:19	“Repent	therefore	and	be	converted,	that	your	sins	may	be	blotted	out,
so	that	times	of	refreshing	may	come	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	20	and	that
He	may	 send	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	preached	 to	 you	before,	21	whom	heaven
must	receive	until	the	times	of	restoration	of	all	things,	which	God	has	spoken	by
the	mouth	of	all	His	holy	prophets	since	the	world	began.”

The	‘restoration	of	all	things’	refers	to:

Amos	 9:11	“On	 that	 day	 I	 will	 raise	 up	 the	 tabernacle	 of	 David,	 which	 has
fallen	down,	and	repair	its	damages;	I	will	raise	up	its	ruins,	and	rebuild	it	as	in
the	days	of	old.”

John	1:11	He	came	 to	His	 own,	 and	His	 own	did	not	 receive	Him.	 12	But	 as
many	as	received	Him,	to	them	He	gave	the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	to
those	who	believe	in	His	name.

The	apostles	and	the	disciples	of	the	Lord	Jesus	were	persecuted:

Acts	8:1	Now	Saul	was	consenting	to	his	death.	At	that	time	a	great	persecution
arose	against	 the	Church	which	was	at	Jerusalem;	and	 they	were	all	 scattered
throughout	the	regions	of	Judea	and	Samaria,	except	the	apostles.

The	rejection	and	then…

Since	 the	 Jews	 rejected	 the	 Gospel,	 salvation	 reached	 the	 other	 nations	much
more	 quickly	 than	 expected.	Whatever	 the	 case	may	 be,	 salvation	was	 indeed
promised	 to	 the	Gentiles.	God	 had	 promised	 it	 to	Abraham	 already,	when	He
said	that	all	the	nations	would	be	blessed	in	him.	The	apostle	Paul	confirmed	this
in:

Romans	 15:8	 Now	 I	 say	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 has	 become	 a	 servant	 to	 the
circumcision	for	the	truth	of	God,	to	confirm	the	promises	made	to	the	fathers,	9
and	that	the	Gentiles	might	glorify	God	for	His	mercy,	as	it	is	written:	“For	this



reason	I	will	confess	to	You	among	the	Gentiles,	and	sing	to	Your	name.”	10	And
again	he	says:	“Rejoice,	O	Gentiles,	with	His	people!”	11	And	again:	“Praise
the	LORD,	all	you	Gentiles!	Laud	Him,	all	you	peoples!”	12	And	again,	Isaiah
says:	“There	shall	be	a	root	of	Jesse;	and	He	who	shall	 rise	 to	reign	over	 the
Gentiles,	in	Him	the	Gentiles	shall	hope.”

The	Jewish	people	will	be	scattered	among	the	other	nations	until	the	fullness	of
the	Gentiles	 has	 come	 in.	 The	Gentile	Christians,	 however,	 have	 also	 become
believers	to	make	the	Jews	jealous	because	of	their	being	Christians.	On	the	one
hand,	 the	scattering	of	 the	Jewish	people	can	be	seen	as	a	penalty	 imposed	on
their	disobedience;	on	the	other	hand,	as	a	grace	of	God	to	put	them	into	contact
with	 the	 believing	 Gentiles	 and	 thus	 convert	 them.	 However,	 the	 Christians
neglected	their	task:	instead	of	arousing	their	jealousy,	they	discriminated	against
and	 persecuted	 the	 Jewish	 people.	 Because	 of	 this,	 they	 have	 greatly	 sinned
against	them	and	offended	them.

Romans	11:11	 I	 say	 then,	 have	 they	 stumbled	 that	 they	 should	 fall?	Certainly
not!	But	through	their	fall,	to	provoke	them	to	jealousy,	salvation	has	come	to	the
Gentiles.	12	Now	if	their	fall	is	riches	for	the	world,	and	their	failure	riches	for
the	Gentiles,	how	much	more	their	fullness!

Because	of	 their	 fall,	 the	 situation	 is	now	such	 that	 the	 two	have	been	created
into	one	new	man.	 Israel	and	 the	Gentiles	can	be	made	one	 through	one	Man,
Jesus	the	Messiah.

Israel	 could	 only	 be	 saved	 by	 faith,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 Gentiles,	 see	 Hebrews	 11.
Israel	had	as	a	chosen	people	privileges,	the	apostle	Paul	mentions	in	Romans	9:
4.5,	 above	 the	Gentiles,	who	did	not	have	 these	privileges.	Paul	 talks	about	 in
Ephesians	2:12.

Ephesians	2:14	For	He	Himself	is	our	peace,	who	has	made	both	one,	and	has
broken	down	the	middle	wall	of	separation,	15	having	abolished	in	His	flesh	the
enmity,	 that	 is,	 the	 law	 of	 commandments	 contained	 in	 ordinances,	 so	 as	 to
create	in	Himself	one	new	man	from	the	two,	thus	making	peace,

However,	the	unfulfilled	promise	of	restoration	holds	good:

Romans	11:15	For	if	their	being	cast	away	is	the	reconciling	of	the	world,	what
will	their	acceptance	be	but	life	from	the	dead?

At	Jesus’	instructions,	the	Gospel	went	then	first	to	the	Gentiles:



Matthew	28:18	And	Jesus	came	and	spoke	to	them,	saying,	“All	authority	has
been	given	to	Me	in	heaven	and	on	earth.	19	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of
all	the	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of
the	Holy	Spirit,	20	teaching	them	to	observe	all	 things	that	I	have	commanded
you;	and	lo,	I	am	with	you	always,	even	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	Amen.

Acts	9:11	So	 the	Lord	said	 to	him,	“Arise	and	go	 to	 the	street	called	Straight,
and	inquire	at	the	house	of	Judas	for	one	called	Saul	of	Tarsus,	for	behold,	he	is
praying.	12	And	 in	a	vision	he	has	seen	a	man	named	Ananias	coming	 in	and
putting	his	hand	on	him,	 so	 that	he	might	 receive	his	 sight.”	13	Then	Ananias
answered,	“Lord,	 I	have	heard	 from	many	about	 this	man,	how	much	harm	he
has	 done	 to	 Your	 saints	 in	 Jerusalem.	 14	 And	 here	 he	 has	 authority	 from	 the
chief	priests	 to	bind	all	who	call	on	Your	name.”	15	But	 the	Lord	said	 to	him,
“Go,	for	he	is	a	chosen	vessel	of	Mine	to	bear	My	name	before	Gentiles,	kings,
and	the	children	of	Israel.”

The	 promise	 that	 also	 Israel	 would	 share	 in	 the	 New	 Covenant	 remained
standing,	but	its	fulfillment	was	postponed.	After	having	adopted	for	Himself	a
people	from	the	Gentiles,	the	Lord	will	fulfill	His	promise	of	restoration	to	Israel
in	order	that	‘the	rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD.’

Acts	15:14	“Simon	has	declared	how	God	at	the	first	visited	the	Gentiles	to	take
out	of	 them	a	people	 for	His	name.	15	And	with	 this	 the	words	of	 the	prophets
agree,	 just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 16	 ‘After	 this	 I	 will	 return	 and	 will	 rebuild	 the
tabernacle	of	David,	which	has	fallen	down;	I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,	and	I	will	set
it	up;	17	so	that	the	rest	of	mankind	may	seek	the	LORD,	even	all	 the	Gentiles
who	 are	 called	 by	 My	 name,	 says	 the	 LORD	 who	 does	 all	 these	 things.’	 18
Known	to	God	from	eternity	are	all	His	works.”

Romans	 9:30	 What	 shall	 we	 say	 then?	 That	 Gentiles,	 who	 did	 not	 pursue
righteousness,	have	attained	to	righteousness,	even	the	righteousness	of	faith;	31
but	 Israel,	 pursuing	 the	 law	 of	 righteousness,	 has	 not	 attained	 to	 the	 law	 of
righteousness.	32	Why?	Because	they	did	not	seek	it	by	faith,	but	as	it	were,	by
the	 works	 of	 the	 law.	 For	 they	 stumbled	 at	 that	 stumbling	 stone.	 33	 As	 it	 is
written:	 “Behold,	 I	 lay	 in	 Zion	 a	 stumbling	 stone	 and	 rock	 of	 offense,	 and
whoever	believes	on	Him	will	not	be	put	to	shame.”

Romans	11:25	For	I	do	not	desire,	brethren,	that	you	should	be	ignorant	of	this
mystery,	lest	you	should	be	wise	in	your	own	opinion,	that	blindness	in	part	has
happened	to	Israel	until	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in.	26	And	so	all



Israel	will	be	saved,	as	it	is	written:	“The	Deliverer	will	come	out	of	Zion,	and
He	will	turn	away	ungodliness	from	Jacob;	27	for	this	is	My	covenant	with	them,
when	 I	 take	 away	 their	 sins.”	 28	Concerning	 the	 gospel	 they	 are	 enemies	 for
your	 sake,	 but	 concerning	 the	 election	 they	 are	 beloved	 for	 the	 sake	 of	 the
fathers.	29	For	the	gifts	and	the	calling	of	God	are	irrevocable.	30	For	as	you
were	 once	 disobedient	 to	 God,	 yet	 have	 now	 obtained	 mercy	 through	 their
disobedience,	31	even	so	these	also	have	now	been	disobedient,	that	through	the
mercy	shown	you	they	also	may	obtain	mercy.	32	For	God	has	committed	them
all	to	disobedience,	that	He	might	have	mercy	on	all.

Jew	and	Greek	(Gentile)	one	in	faith

Galatians	3:26	For	you	are	all	sons	of	God	through	faith	in	Christ	Jesus.	27	For
as	many	 of	 you	 as	 were	 baptized	 into	 Christ	 have	 put	 on	 Christ.	 28	 There	 is
neither	Jew	nor	Greek,	there	is	neither	slave	nor	free,	there	is	neither	male	nor
female;	for	you	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus.	29	And	if	you	are	Christ’s,	then	you
are	Abraham’s	seed,	and	heirs	according	to	the	promise.

Ephesians	2:11	Therefore	remember	 that	you,	once	Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh—who
are	called	Uncircumcision	by	what	is	called	the	Circumcision	made	in	the	flesh
by	hands—12	 that	 at	 that	 time	 you	were	without	Christ,	 being	aliens	 from	 the
commonwealth	of	Israel	and	strangers	from	the	covenants	of	promise,	having	no
hope	and	without	God	 in	 the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once
were	far	off	have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	14	For	He	Himself	is
our	 peace,	 who	 has	made	 both	 one,	 and	 has	 broken	 down	 the	middle	 wall	 of
separation,	 15	 having	 abolished	 in	 His	 flesh	 the	 enmity,	 that	 is,	 the	 law	 of
commandments	contained	in	ordinances,	so	as	to	create	in	Himself	one	new	man
from	the	 two,	 thus	making	peace,	16	and	that	He	might	reconcile	 them	both	 to
God	in	one	body	through	the	cross,	thereby	putting	to	death	the	enmity.

Ephesians	3:5	which	in	other	ages	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	it
has	now	been	revealed	by	the	Spirit	to	His	holy	apostles	and	prophets:	6	that	the
Gentiles	should	be	fellow	heirs,	of	the	same	body,	and	partakers	of	His	promise
in	Christ	through	the	gospel.



75.	Israel	will	be	scattered	among	the
nations
The	cities	will	be	destroyed

Quite	 often,	 the	 LORD	 spoke	 through	Moses	 and	 the	 prophets	 to	 the	 Jewish
people	about	His	plan	with	His	chosen	people.	The	LORD	promised	blessing	if
they	obey	Him	and	observe	His	commandments	and	orders,	and	promised	curse
in	case	of	disobedience.

In	 time,	 the	 LORD	 began	 to	 warn	 His	 people.	 He	 knows	 what	 is	 in	 man.	 In
Leviticus	and	Deuteronomy,	through	Moses,	the	LORD	makes	the	consequences
of	 their	 disobedience	 known:	 they	will	 be	 banished	 from	 their	 land,	 scattered
among	the	nations,	while	the	land	and	the	cities	will	be	destroyed.

Leviticus	 26:31	 ‘I	 will	 lay	 your	 cities	 waste	 and	 bring	 your	 sanctuaries	 to
desolation,	 and	 I	will	 not	 smell	 the	 fragrance	 of	 your	 sweet	 aromas.	 32	 I	will
bring	 the	 land	 to	 desolation,	 and	 your	 enemies	 who	 dwell	 in	 it	 shall	 be
astonished	at	it.	3	3	I	will	scatter	you	among	the	nations	and	draw	out	a	sword
after	you;	your	 land	shall	be	desolate	and	your	cities	waste.	34	Then	 the	 land
shall	enjoy	its	sabbaths	as	long	as	it	lies	desolate	and	you	are	in	your	enemies’
land;	 then	 the	 land	 shall	 rest	 and	 enjoy	 its	 sabbaths.	 35	 As	 long	 as	 it	 lies
desolate	 it	 shall	 rest—for	 the	 time	 it	 did	 not	 rest	 on	 your	 sabbaths	 when	 you
dwelt	in	it.	36	And	as	for	those	of	you	who	are	left,	I	will	send	faintness	into	their
hearts	in	the	lands	of	their	enemies;	the	sound	of	a	shaken	leaf	shall	cause	them
to	flee;	they	shall	flee	as	though	fleeing	from	a	sword,	and	they	shall	fall	when
no	one	pursues.’

Deuteronomy	4:27	“And	the	LORD	will	scatter	you	among	the	peoples,	and	you
will	be	left	few	in	number	among	the	nations	where	the	LORD	will	drive	you.”

Deuteronomy	28:64	“Then	the	LORD	will	scatter	you	among	all	peoples,	from
one	 end	of	 the	 earth	 to	 the	other,	 and	 there	 you	 shall	 serve	other	gods,	which
neither	you	nor	your	fathers	have	known—wood	and	stone.	65	And	among	those
nations	 you	 shall	 find	 no	 rest,	 nor	 shall	 the	 sole	 of	 your	 foot	 have	 a	 resting
place;	 but	 there	 the	 LORD	 will	 give	 you	 a	 trembling	 heart,	 failing	 eyes,	 and
anguish	of	soul.	66	Your	life	shall	hang	in	doubt	before	you;	you	shall	fear	day
and	night,	and	have	no	assurance	of	life.”



Regularly,	 the	prophets	summon	the	people	to	obey	the	LORD	and	remove	the
idols	 from	 their	 midst.	 The	 LORD	 does	 not	 like	 to	 discipline	 and	 punish;
therefore,	 He	 warns	 them	 continuously	 of	 the	 consequences	 of	 their
disobedience.	The	earth	will	become	a	wilderness,	and	the	cities	will	be	burned
with	 fire.	There	will	 be	no	vineyards	 anymore;	 they	will	 be	 full	 of	 thorns	 and
thistles.	The	people	will	be	scattered	among	many	countries,	and	the	sword	will
be	sent	after	them	(Jeremiah	9:16).

Yet	Israel	remains	God’s	people.	In	their	distress,	they	will	visit	their	God	with	a
prayer	(Isaiah	26:16).	They	will	become	a	reproach	among	the	nations	(Ezekiel
5:15).

All	 these	 prophecies	 have	 been	 fulfilled	 in	 the	 past	 centuries.	 But	 God	 is
gracious	and	merciful.	We	are	now	living	in	a	time	that	 the	LORD	is	fulfilling
other	prophecies	concerning	the	return	and	restoration	of	the	Jewish	people.

Psalm	106:39	Thus	they	were	defiled	by	their	own	works,	and	played	the	harlot
by	their	own	deeds.	40	Therefore	the	wrath	of	the	LORD	was	kindled	against	His
people,	so	that	He	abhorred	His	own	inheritance.	41	And	He	gave	them	into	the
hand	 of	 the	 Gentiles,	 and	 those	 who	 hated	 them	 ruled	 over	 them.	 42	 Their
enemies	also	oppressed	them,	and	they	were	brought	into	subjection	under	their
hand.	43	Many	times	He	delivered	them;	but	they	rebelled	in	their	counsel,	and
were	brought	low	for	their	iniquity.

Isaiah	 5:3	 “And	 now,	 O	 inhabitants	 of	 Jerusalem	 and	 men	 of	 Judah,	 judge,
please,	between	Me	and	My	vineyard.	4	What	more	could	have	been	done	to	My
vineyard	that	I	have	not	done	in	it?	Why	then,	when	I	expected	it	to	bring	forth
good	grapes,	did	it	bring	forth	wild	grapes?	5	And	now,	please	let	Me	tell	you
what	I	will	do	to	My	vineyard:	I	will	take	away	its	hedge,	and	it	shall	be	burned;
and	break	down	its	wall,	and	it	shall	be	trampled	down.	6	I	will	lay	it	waste;	it
shall	not	be	pruned	or	dug,	but	there	shall	come	up	briers	and	thorns.	I	will	also
command	 the	 clouds	 that	 they	 rain	 no	 rain	 on	 it.”	 7	 For	 the	 vineyard	 of	 the
LORD	of	 hosts	 is	 the	 house	 of	 Israel,	 and	 the	men	 of	 Judah	 are	His	 pleasant
plant.	 He	 looked	 for	 justice,	 but	 behold,	 oppression;	 for	 righteousness,	 but
behold,	a	cry	for	help.

Jeremiah	9:16	“I	will	scatter	them	also	among	the	Gentiles,	whom	neither	they
nor	 their	 fathers	have	 known.	And	 I	will	 send	a	 sword	after	 them	until	 I	 have
consumed	them.”



In	my	 opinion,	 the	NKJV	does	 not	 translate	 this	 verse	 correctly:	 ‘until	 I	 have
consumed	them’	can	also	be	translated	with	‘until	I’m	ready	with	them’	or	‘until
I	 have	 completed	 the	 work,’	 that	 is,	 ‘until	 the	 LORD	 has	 accomplished	 His
purpose	 with	 His	 people.	 It	 does	 not	 tally	 either	 with	 reality	 and	 with	 other
Scripture	verses.	The	LORD	does	not	consume	His	chosen	people–the	people	He
loves	as	the	apple	of	His	eye.	Unfortunately,	there	are	only	few	translations	that
have	rendered	it	as	I	think	it	should.	As	far	as	I	have	been	able	to	ascertain,	the
German	Schlachter	Bibel	is	the	only	one	that	comes	close.)

Ezekiel	 5:14	 ‘	Moreover	 I	 will	 make	 you	 a	waste	 and	 a	 reproach	 among	 the
nations	that	are	all	around	you,	in	the	sight	of	all	who	pass	by.	15	So	it	shall	be	a
reproach,	 a	 taunt,	 a	 lesson,	 and	 an	 astonishment	 to	 the	 nations	 that	 are	 all
around	you,	when	I	execute	 judgments	among	you	 in	anger	and	 in	 fury	and	 in
furious	rebukes.	I,	the	LORD,	have	spoken.’

See	 also	 Isaiah	 1:7-8;	 Isaiah	 7:23-25;	 Isaiah	 26:15-18;	 Isaiah	 27:10-11;
Isaiah	32:12-14;	Jeremiah	13:24-25;	Ezekiel	12:15;	20:23	and	22:15.

Amos	9:9	 says	 that	not	 the	 smallest	grain	 shall	 fall	 to	 the	ground.	This	means
that	the	LORD	will	sift	meticulously.	The	wheat	is	separated	from	the	chaff	(see
also	verse	10):

Amos	9:8	“Behold,	the	eyes	of	the	Lord	GOD	are	on	the	sinful	kingdom,	and	I
will	destroy	it	from	the	face	of	the	earth;	yet	I	will	not	utterly	destroy	the	house
of	Jacob,”	says	the	LORD.	9	“For	surely	I	will	command,	and	will	sift	the	house
of	 Israel	 among	 all	 nations,	 as	 grain	 is	 sifted	 in	 a	 sieve;	 yet	 not	 the	 smallest
grain	shall	 fall	 to	 the	ground.	10	All	 the	sinners	of	My	people	shall	die	by	 the
sword,	Who	say,	‘The	calamity	shall	not	overtake	nor	confront	us.’”

The	prophet	Micah	foretold	the	destruction	of	Jerusalem,	as	well	as	of	the	temple
on	Mount	Zion.	The	Messiah	Jesus	confirmed	this	in	Matthew	24.

Micah	 3:12	 Therefore	 because	 of	 you	 Zion	 shall	 be	 plowed	 like	 a	 field,
Jerusalem	shall	become	heaps	of	ruins,	and	the	mountain	of	the	temple	like	the
bare	hills	of	the	forest.

Matthew	 24:1	 Then	 Jesus	 went	 out	 and	 departed	 from	 the	 temple,	 and	 His
disciples	came	up	to	show	Him	the	buildings	of	the	temple.	2	And	Jesus	said	to
them,	“Do	you	not	 see	all	 these	 things?	Assuredly,	 I	 say	 to	you,	not	one	stone
shall	be	left	here	upon	another,	that	shall	not	be	thrown	down.”



How	long	will	Israel’s	scattering	last?	The	prophet	Isaiah	says	in:

Isaiah	32:15	Until	the	Spirit	is	poured	upon	us	from	on	high,	and	the	wilderness
becomes	a	fruitful	field,	and	the	fruitful	field	is	counted	as	a	forest.

And	despite	all	the	misery	the	people	must	endure,	the	prophet	Hosea	says	in:

Hosea	1:10	“Yet	the	number	of	the	children	of	Israel	shall	be	as	the	sand	of	the
sea,	which	cannot	be	measured	or	numbered.	And	 it	 shall	 come	 to	pass	 in	 the
place	where	it	was	said	to	them,	‘You	are	not	My	people,’	there	it	shall	be	said	to
them,	‘You	are	sons	of	the	living	God.’”

This	 promise	 also	 shows,	 once	 again,	 how	 incredibly	 big	 God’s	 mercy	 and
faithfulness	are	towards	His	disobedient	people.	They	will	remain	a	large	people,
and	will	remain	‘sons	of	the	living	God.’	Israel	is	and	remains	God’s	first-born
son.	In	spite	of	any	replacement	 theology!	The	apostle	Paul	confirms	this	once
more	in:

Romans	 11:28	 Concerning	 the	 gospel	 they	 are	 enemies	 for	 your	 sake,	 but
concerning	the	election	they	are	beloved	for	the	sake	of	the	fathers.	29	For	the
gifts	and	the	calling	of	God	are	irrevocable.

On	the	other	hand,	there	is	also	talk	of	a	remnant	of	the	nation	that	will	escape
the	sword	(Ezekiel	6:8).	The	nation	could	have	been	much	bigger.	It	will	return
to	the	LORD,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	in	faithfulness.	They	will	return,	says	the
prophet	Ezekiel,	with	 an	 aversion	 to	 themselves	because	of	 the	 sins	 they	have
committed.	 They	will	 get	 a	 broken	 and	 a	 contrite	 heart.	 However,	 the	 LORD
complains	that	He	is	also	broken	as	a	result	of	the	sins	of	His	people.	How	deep
a	 love	 the	Lord	has	 for	His	people!	That	 is	also	 the	 reason	why	unfaithfulness
hurts	Him	so	badly.

Isaiah	10:20	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	remnant	of	Israel,	and
such	as	have	escaped	of	the	house	of	Jacob,	will	never	again	depend	on	him	who
defeated	them,	but	will	depend	on	the	LORD,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	in	truth.	21
The	 remnant	 will	 return,	 the	 remnant	 of	 Jacob,	 to	 the	 Mighty	 God.	 22	 For
though	your	people,	O	Israel,	be	as	the	sand	of	the	sea,	a	remnant	of	them	will
return;	 the	 destruction	 decreed	 shall	 overflow	 with	 righteousness.	 23	 For	 the
Lord	GOD	of	hosts	will	make	a	determined	end	in	the	midst	of	all	the	land.

Ezekiel	6:8	“Yet	I	will	leave	a	remnant,	so	that	you	may	have	some	who	escape
the	 sword	among	 the	nations,	when	you	are	 scattered	 through	 the	countries.	9



Then	those	of	you	who	escape	will	remember	Me	among	the	nations	where	they
are	carried	captive,	because	I	was	crushed	by	their	adulterous	heart	which	has
departed	from	Me,	and	by	their	eyes	which	play	the	harlot	after	their	idols;	they
will	 loathe	 themselves	 for	 the	 evils	 which	 they	 committed	 in	 all	 their
abominations.”

In	 the	parable	of	 the	wicked	vinedressers	 in	Matthew	21:33-45,	 the	country	of
Israel	 is	 called	 the	 vineyard	 of	 the	 LORD,	 while	 the	 Israelites	 are	 the
vinedressers.	However,	 because	 of	 their	 disobedience,	 the	LORD	will	 rent	 the
country	to	other	farmers,	i.e.,	the	country	is	not	sold	nor	given	away	to	others.	It
is	temporarily	rented.	As	soon	as	Israel	becomes	obedient,	the	people	will	once
more,	and	permanently,	get	possession	of	it.
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76.	Israel’s	restoration
Israel	will	be	restored	in	three	stages:

1.	 Restoration	of	the	land.

2.	 Restoration	of	the	people	as	a	nation.

3.	 Spiritual	restoration	of	the	people	(see	Chapter	87,	page	549)

Before	 the	 people	 can	 return	 to	 the	 Promised	 Land,	 the	 land	 itself	 must	 first
recover	 from	 the	 devastations	 throughout	 the	 centuries.	As	 long	 as	 cultivation
and	building	are	impossible,	it	will	also	be	impossible	to	live	there.

So	before	Israel’s	spiritual	restoration,	the	people	should	first	live	together	as	a
nation	again.	Only	then	can	God	live	in	their	midst	again,	as	He	has	promised.

Psalm	 85:3	 You	 have	 taken	 away	 all	 Your	 wrath;	 You	 have	 turned	 from	 the
fierceness	of	Your	anger.

Zechariah	 2:12	 “And	 the	 LORD	 will	 take	 possession	 of	 Judah	 as	 His
inheritance	in	the	Holy	Land,	and	will	again	choose	Jerusalem.”

Psalm	147:2	The	LORD	builds	up	Jerusalem;	He	gathers	together	the	outcasts
of	Israel.

Amos	9:14	I	will	bring	back	the	captives	of	My	people	Israel;	 they	shall	build
the	waste	cities	and	inhabit	them;	they	shall	plant	vineyards	and	drink	wine	from
them;	they	shall	also	make	gardens	and	eat	fruit	from	them.	15	I	will	plant	them
in	their	land,	and	no	longer	shall	 they	be	pulled	up	from	the	land	I	have	given
them,”	says	the	LORD	your	God.

76.1	Restoration	of	the	land

The	present	time

The	present	situation	can	be	mainly	derived	from	the	fact	that	part	of	the	nation
must	have	returned	before,	for	example,	the	prophecies	in	Zechariah	12-14	can
be	fulfilled.	Isaiah	43,	verses	5-8,	speaks	of	the	return	to	the	Promised	Land,	but
also	 of	 a	 blind	 and	 deaf	 people–not	 physically	 blind	 and	 deaf,	 but	 spiritually
blind	and	deaf	to	the	Word	of	God.

The	prophet	Ezekiel	(20:34)	also	speaks	about	the	return,	but	God	will	perform



this	return	‘with	fury	poured	out.’

This	means	that,	although	Israel	will	return	to	the	Promised	Land,	God’s	wrath
on	 Israel	has	not	yet	 calmed	down,	because	 the	nation	does	not	 convert	 to	 the
God	of	their	fathers,	and	multitudes	still	reject	the	Messiah.

The	 prophet	 Habakkuk	 has	 prayed	 for	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 if	 the	 LORD	will
remember	mercy	in	His	wrath.	That	prayer	is	certainly	answered.

Habakkuk	3:2	O	LORD,	I	have	heard	your	speech	and	was	afraid;	O	LORD,
revive	 Your	 work	 in	 the	midst	 of	 the	 years!	 In	 the	midst	 of	 the	 years	make	 it
known;	In	wrath	remember	mercy.

Furthermore,	at	this	moment,	Israel	is	still	a	secular	state	that	permits	all	kinds	of
sins.	 More	 children	 die	 on	 the	 battlefield	 of	 the	 abortionists	 than	 on	 the
battlefields	of	the	army.	Also	morally,	deterioration	is	on	the	increase.	Every	girl
entering	 the	 army	 is	 entitled	 to	 two	 free	 abortions!	 Drug	 abuse	 and	 free	 sex,
more	 influence	on	 the	part	of	 the	homosexual	 lobby–these	are	matters	 that	 are
considered	standard.	However,	they	are	not	the	fruit	of	faith	and	repentance.

Nevertheless,	 the	Lord	also	promises	 that	He	will	not	be	revolted	by	 them	and
will	 not	 reject	 them.	The	Lord	will	 remember	 the	 land	 and	His	 covenant	with
Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.

Leviticus	 26:42	 ‘(…)	 then	 I	 will	 remember	My	 covenant	 with	 Jacob,	 and	My
covenant	 with	 Isaac	 and	My	 covenant	 with	 Abraham	 I	 will	 remember;	 I	 will
remember	the	land.	43	The	land	also	shall	be	left	empty	by	them,	and	will	enjoy
its	 sabbaths	 while	 it	 lies	 desolate	 without	 them;	 they	 will	 accept	 their	 guilt,
because	 they	 despised	 My	 judgments	 and	 because	 their	 soul	 abhorred	 My
statutes.	44	Yet	for	all	that,	when	they	are	in	the	land	of	their	enemies,	I	will	not
cast	 them	away,	nor	 shall	 I	abhor	 them,	 to	utterly	destroy	 them	and	break	My
covenant	with	them;	for	I	am	the	LORD	their	God.	45	But	for	their	sake	I	will
remember	 the	 covenant	 of	 their	 ancestors,	 whom	 I	 brought	 out	 of	 the	 land	 of
Egypt	in	the	sight	of	the	nations,	that	I	might	be	their	God:	I	am	the	LORD.’

Isaiah	43:5	Fear	not,	for	I	am	with	you;	I	will	bring	your	descendants	from	the
east,	and	gather	you	from	the	west;	6	I	will	say	to	the	north,	‘Give	them	up!’	And
to	 the	 south,	 ‘Do	 not	 keep	 them	 back!’	 Bring	 My	 sons	 from	 afar,	 and	 My
daughters	 from	 the	 ends	 of	 the	 earth—7	Everyone	who	 is	 called	 by	My	name,
whom	I	have	created	for	My	glory;	I	have	formed	him,	yes,	I	have	made	him.”	8
Bring	out	the	blind	people	who	have	eyes,	and	the	deaf	who	have	ears.



Jeremiah	23:20	The	anger	of	the	LORD	will	not	turn	back	until	He	has	executed
and	performed	the	thoughts	of	His	heart.	In	the	latter	days	you	will	understand	it
perfectly.

Jeremiah	30:17	‘	For	I	will	restore	health	to	you	and	heal	you	of	your	wounds,’
says	 the	LORD,	‘Because	 they	called	you	an	outcast	saying:	“This	 is	Zion;	no
one	 seeks	 her.”’	 18	 “Thus	 says	 the	 LORD:	 ‘Behold,	 I	 will	 bring	 back	 the
captivity	of	Jacob’s	tents,	and	have	mercy	on	his	dwelling	places;	the	city	shall
be	built	upon	its	own	mound,	and	the	palace	shall	remain	according	to	its	own
plan.’”

Ezekiel	20:34	“I	will	bring	you	out	from	the	peoples	and	gather	you	out	of	the
countries	where	you	are	scattered,	with	a	mighty	hand,	with	an	outstretched	arm,
and	with	fury	poured	out.”

See	also:	Ezekiel	22:20,21	and	Zephaniah	2:1,2

The	prophet	Hosea	not	only	 speaks	about	a	physical	 return,	but	also	about	 the
spiritual	return.	The	LORD	will	not	display	His	wrath	in	acts.	He	will	even	see
to	it	that	they	start	seeking	the	LORD,	and	they	will	come–humbly	and	possibly
fearful	of	what	the	LORD	will	do.	But	the	LORD	will	give	them	houses	to	live
in.

Hosea	 11:8	 “How	 can	 I	 give	 you	 up,	 Ephraim?	 How	 can	 I	 hand	 you	 over,
Israel?	How	can	I	make	you	like	Admah?	How	can	I	set	you	like	Zeboiim?	My
heart	 churns	 within	 Me;	 My	 sympathy	 is	 stirred.	 9	 I	 will	 not	 execute	 the
fierceness	of	My	anger;	I	will	not	again	destroy	Ephraim.	For	I	am	God,	and	not
man,	the	Holy	One	in	your	midst;	and	I	will	not	come	with	terror.	10	They	shall
walk	 after	 the	LORD.	He	will	 roar	 like	 a	 lion.	When	He	 roars,	 then	His	 sons
shall	 come	 trembling	 from	 the	 west;	 11	 they	 shall	 come	 trembling	 like	 a	 bird
from	Egypt,	 like	 a	 dove	 from	 the	 land	of	Assyria.	And	 I	will	 let	 them	dwell	 in
their	houses,”	says	the	LORD.

The	prophet	Ezekiel	says	(in	20:38)	that	not	all	will	return	to	the	land	of	Israel.
Those	who	have	been	rebellious	against	the	LORD	and	trespassed	against	Him,
will	not	 return	 to	 the	 land	of	 Israel.	But	He	will	bring	 them	out	of	 the	country
where	 they	 dwell.	 The	 LORD	 does	 not	 tell	 us	 where	 they	 will	 be	 going.	 In
Ezekiel	 13,	 the	prophet	 speaks	 similar	words,	 but	 he	 specifically	mentions	 the
foolish	prophets/rabbis.

The	same	happened	in	the	days	that	Israel	was	delivered	from	Egypt,	but	a	large



part	of	the	nation	died	in	the	wilderness	because	of	their	unbelief.

See	also	Amos	9:9,10,	Zechariah	13:8,9,	Malachi	3:3	and	4:1-3.

Before	the	return	of	the	people,	the	LORD	had	to	prepare	the	land.

In	a	wilderness,	there	is	little	food;	so	the	land	had	to	be	cultivated	and	sown.

After	all,	we	are	dealing	here	with	a	great	nation.	If	the	whole	nation	returns,	it
must	be	feasible	to	produce	adequate	food	and	to	build	many	houses.	Therefore,
it	 is	 in	 line	with	 the	LORD	for	 Israel	 to	continue	building	houses	 in	 the	entire
land,	while	Israel’s	enemies	try	to	prevent	them	from	building:

Leviticus	26:42	then	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	Jacob,	and	My	covenant
with	Isaac	and	My	covenant	with	Abraham	I	will	remember;	I	will	remember	the
land.

Deuteronomy	30:9	“The	LORD	your	God	will	make	you	abound	in	all	the	work
of	your	hand,	in	the	fruit	of	your	body,	in	the	increase	of	your	livestock,	and	in
the	produce	of	your	land	for	good.	For	the	LORD	will	again	rejoice	over	you	for
good	as	He	rejoiced	over	your	fathers.”

Isaiah	27:6	Those	who	come	He	shall	cause	to	take	root	in	Jacob;	Israel	shall
blossom	and	bud,	and	fill	the	face	of	the	world	with	fruit.

Isaiah	41:18	“I	will	open	rivers	in	desolate	heights,	and	fountains	in	the	midst
of	 the	 valleys;	 I	 will	 make	 the	 wilderness	 a	 pool	 of	 water,	 and	 the	 dry	 land
springs	of	water.	19	I	will	plant	in	the	wilderness	the	cedar	and	the	acacia	tree,
the	myrtle	and	the	oil	tree;	I	will	set	in	the	desert	the	cypress	tree	and	the	pine
and	 the	 box	 tree	 together,	 20	 that	 they	 may	 see	 and	 know,	 and	 consider	 and
understand	together,	that	the	hand	of	the	LORD	has	done	this,	and	the	Holy	One
of	Israel	has	created	it.”

The	following	texts	are	part	of	some	prophecies	on	Israel’s	physical	and	spiritual
restoration:

Jeremiah	 31:5	 You	 shall	 yet	 plant	 vines	 on	 the	 mountains	 of	 Samaria;	 the
planters	shall	plant	and	eat	them	as	ordinary	food.

Ezekiel	 34:25	 “I	 will	 make	 a	 covenant	 of	 peace	 with	 them,	 and	 cause	 wild
beasts	 to	cease	 from	the	 land;	and	 they	will	dwell	safely	 in	 the	wilderness	and
sleep	 in	 the	 woods.	 26	 I	 will	 make	 them	 and	 the	 places	 all	 around	My	 hill	 a
blessing;	and	I	will	cause	showers	to	come	down	in	their	season;	there	shall	be



showers	of	blessing.	27	Then	the	trees	of	the	field	shall	yield	their	fruit,	and	the
earth	 shall	 yield	her	 increase.	They	 shall	 be	 safe	 in	 their	 land;	and	 they	 shall
know	 that	 I	 am	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 have	 broken	 the	 bands	 of	 their	 yoke	 and
delivered	them	from	the	hand	of	those	who	enslaved	them.	28	And	they	shall	no
longer	be	a	prey	for	 the	nations,	nor	shall	beasts	of	 the	 land	devour	them;	but
they	shall	dwell	safely,	and	no	one	shall	make	them	afraid.”

Amos	 9:11	“On	 that	 day	 I	 will	 raise	 up	 the	 tabernacle	 of	 David,	 which	 has
fallen	down,	and	repair	its	damages;	I	will	raise	up	its	ruins,	and	rebuild	it	as	in
the	 days	 of	 old;	 12	 that	 they	 may	 possess	 the	 remnant	 of	 Edom,	 and	 all	 the
Gentiles	who	are	called	by	My	name,”	says	the	LORD	who	does	this	 thing.	13
“Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “when	 the	 plowman	 shall
overtake	the	reaper,	and	the	treader	of	grapes	him	who	sows	seed;	the	mountains
shall	 drip	with	 sweet	wine,	 and	 all	 the	 hills	 shall	 flow	with	 it.	 14	 I	will	 bring
back	 the	 captives	 of	 My	 people	 Israel;	 they	 shall	 build	 the	 waste	 cities	 and
inhabit	 them;	 they	 shall	 plant	 vineyards	 and	 drink	wine	 from	 them;	 they	 shall
also	make	gardens	and	eat	fruit	from	them.	15	I	will	plant	them	in	their	land,	and
no	 longer	 shall	 they	 be	 pulled	 up	 from	 the	 land	 I	 have	 given	 them,”	 says	 the
LORD	your	God.

Prophecy	concerning	the	renewed	fertility	of	the	land	of	Israel

Ezekiel	 36:1	“And	 you,	 son	of	man,	 prophesy	 to	 the	mountains	 of	 Israel,	 and
say,	‘O	mountains	of	Israel,	hear	the	word	of	the	LORD!	2	Thus	says	the	Lord
GOD:	 “Because	 the	 enemy	 has	 said	 of	 you,	 ‘Aha!	 The	 ancient	 heights	 have
become	 our	 possession,’”’	 3	 therefore	 prophesy,	 and	 say,	 ‘Thus	 says	 the	 Lord
GOD:	“Because	they	made	you	desolate	and	swallowed	you	up	on	every	side,	so
that	you	became	the	possession	of	the	rest	of	the	nations,	and	you	are	taken	up
by	the	lips	of	talkers	and	slandered	by	the	people”—4	therefore,	O	mountains	of
Israel,	 hear	 the	 word	 of	 the	 Lord	 GOD!	 Thus	 says	 the	 Lord	 GOD	 to	 the
mountains,	 the	hills,	 the	 rivers,	 the	 valleys,	 the	desolate	wastes,	 and	 the	 cities
that	have	been	 forsaken,	which	became	plunder	and	mockery	 to	 the	rest	of	 the
nations	all	around—5	therefore	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Surely	I	have	spoken
in	My	burning	jealousy	against	the	rest	of	the	nations	and	against	all	Edom,	who
gave	My	land	to	themselves	as	a	possession,	with	whole-hearted	joy	and	spiteful
minds,	in	order	to	plunder	its	open	country.”’	6	Therefore	prophesy	concerning
the	land	of	Israel,	and	say	to	the	mountains,	the	hills,	the	rivers,	and	the	valleys,
‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Behold,	I	have	spoken	in	My	jealousy	and	My	fury,
because	 you	 have	 borne	 the	 shame	 of	 the	 nations.”	 7	 Therefore	 thus	 says	 the



Lord	GOD:	“I	have	raised	My	hand	in	an	oath	that	surely	the	nations	that	are
around	you	shall	bear	their	own	shame.	8	But	you,	O	mountains	of	Israel,	you
shall	shoot	forth	your	branches	and	yield	your	fruit	to	My	people	Israel,	for	they
are	about	 to	come.	9	For	 indeed	I	am	for	you,	and	I	will	 turn	 to	you,	and	you
shall	be	tilled	and	sown.	10	I	will	multiply	men	upon	you,	all	the	house	of	Israel,
all	of	it;	and	the	cities	shall	be	inhabited	and	the	ruins	rebuilt.	11	I	will	multiply
upon	you	man	and	beast;	and	 they	shall	 increase	and	bear	young;	I	will	make
you	inhabited	as	in	former	times,	and	do	better	for	you	than	at	your	beginnings.
Then	you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”

Hosea	 14:5	“I	 will	 be	 like	 the	 dew	 to	 Israel;	 he	 shall	 grow	 like	 the	 lily,	 and
lengthen	his	roots	 like	Lebanon.	6	His	branches	shall	spread;	His	beauty	shall
be	like	an	olive	tree,	and	his	fragrance	like	Lebanon.	7	Those	who	dwell	under
his	shadow	shall	return;	 they	shall	be	revived	like	grain,	and	grow	like	a	vine.
Their	scent	shall	be	like	the	wine	of	Lebanon.	8	Ephraim	shall	say,	‘What	have	I
to	 do	 anymore	with	 idols?’	 I	 have	 heard	 and	 observed	 him.	 I	 am	 like	 a	 green
cypress	tree;	your	fruit	is	found	in	Me.”

Zechariah	8:9	“Thus	says	 the	LORD	of	hosts:	 ‘Let	your	hands	be	strong,	you
who	have	been	hearing	in	these	days	these	words	by	the	mouth	of	the	prophets,
who	spoke	in	the	day	the	foundation	was	laid	for	the	house	of	the	LORD	of	hosts,
that	the	temple	might	be	built.	10	For	before	these	days	there	were	no	wages	for
man	nor	any	hire	for	beast;	there	was	no	peace	from	the	enemy	for	whoever	went
out	or	came	in;	 for	I	set	all	men,	everyone,	against	his	neighbor.	11	But	now	I
will	not	treat	the	remnant	of	this	people	as	in	the	former	days,’	says	the	LORD	of
hosts.	 12	 ‘For	 the	 seed	 shall	 be	 prosperous,	 the	 vine	 shall	 give	 its	 fruit,	 the
ground	 shall	 give	 her	 increase,	 and	 the	 heavens	 shall	 give	 their	 dew—I	 will
cause	 the	 remnant	 of	 this	 people	 to	 possess	 all	 these.	 13	And	 it	 shall	 come	 to
pass	 that	 just	 as	 you	were	 a	 curse	 among	 the	 nations,	O	 house	 of	 Judah	 and
house	of	Israel,	so	I	will	save	you,	and	you	shall	be	a	blessing.	Do	not	fear,	let
your	hands	be	strong.’	14	For	thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	‘Just	as	I	determined
to	punish	you	when	your	fathers	provoked	Me	to	wrath,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,
‘and	I	would	not	relent,	15	so	again	in	these	days	I	am	determined	to	do	good	to
Jerusalem	and	to	the	house	of	Judah.	Do	not	fear.’”

At	 this	 very	 moment,	 Israel	 does	 not	 yet	 live	 in	 a	 safe	 country.	 Attacks	 and
assaults	by	enemies	are	still	happening.	For	this	reason,	there	is	still	a	wall	and
an	army	needed	to	protect	the	people.	The	wall	will	be	needed	until	the	LORD
Himself	 will	 protect	 them.	 That	 is	 what	 He	 promised	 through	 His	 prophet



Zechariah:

Zechariah	 2:4	“(…)	 saying:	 ‘Jerusalem	 shall	 be	 inhabited	 as	 towns	 without
walls,	 because	 of	 the	 multitude	 of	 men	 and	 livestock	 in	 it.	 5	 For	 I,’	 says	 the
LORD,	 ‘will	 be	 a	 wall	 of	 fire	 all	 around	 her,	 and	 I	 will	 be	 the	 glory	 in	 her
midst.’”

The	future	time

Restoration	of	the	city	of	Jerusalem

Psalm	147:2	The	LORD	builds	up	Jerusalem;	He	gathers	together	the	outcasts
of	Israel.

Zechariah	1:16	‘Therefore	 thus	says	 the	LORD:	“I	am	returning	to	Jerusalem
with	 mercy;	 My	 house	 shall	 be	 built	 in	 it,”	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts,	 “and	 a
surveyor’s	 line	 shall	 be	 stretched	 out	 over	 Jerusalem.”’	 17	 Again	 proclaim,
saying,	‘Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	“My	cities	shall	again	spread	out	through
prosperity;	 the	 LORD	 will	 again	 comfort	 Zion,	 and	 will	 again	 choose
Jerusalem.”’”

Zechariah	 2:1	Then	 I	 raised	my	 eyes	 and	 looked,	 and	 behold,	 a	 man	 with	 a
measuring	line	in	his	hand.	2	So	I	said,	“Where	are	you	going?”	And	he	said	to
me,	“To	measure	Jerusalem,	 to	see	what	 is	 its	width	and	what	 is	 its	 length.”	3
And	there	was	the	angel	who	talked	with	me,	going	out;	and	another	angel	was
coming	 out	 to	 meet	 him,	 4	 who	 said	 to	 him,	 “Run,	 speak	 to	 this	 young	man,
saying:	 ‘Jerusalem	 shall	 be	 inhabited	 as	 towns	 without	 walls,	 because	 of	 the
multitude	of	men	and	livestock	in	it.’”

Zechariah	8:4	“Thus	says	 the	LORD	of	hosts:	 ‘Old	men	and	old	women	shall
again	sit	in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem,	each	one	with	his	staff	in	his	hand	because
of	great	age.	5	The	streets	of	the	city	shall	be	full	of	boys	and	girls	playing	in	its
streets.’	 6	 Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	of	 hosts:	 ‘If	 it	 is	marvelous	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	 the
remnant	of	this	people	in	these	days,	will	it	also	be	marvelous	in	My	eyes?’	says
the	 LORD	 of	 hosts.	 7	 Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 ‘Behold,	 I	 will	 save	My
people	 from	 the	 land	of	 the	 east	 and	 from	 the	 land	of	 the	west;	 8	 I	will	 bring
them	 back,	 and	 they	 shall	 dwell	 in	 the	midst	 of	 Jerusalem.	 They	 shall	 be	My
people	and	I	will	be	their	God,	in	truth	and	righteousness.’”

The	latter	part	of	verse	8	has	not	yet	been	fulfilled,	but	it	will	surely	happen.

76.2	Restoration	of	the	people	of	Israel	as	a	nation



The	return	to	the	Promised	Land

According	 to	 the	 prophecies	 before	 the	 repentance	 of	 the	 Jewish	 people,	 the
nation	must	first	return	to	the	land	that	was	promised	to	them.	The	body	of	Israel
must	be	 joined	 together	 as	one	entity,	before	 it	 can	 receive	 the	Holy	Spirit.	 In
Ezekiel	 37,	 the	 prophet	 speaks	 about	 the	 joining	 of	 the	 parts	 of	 the	 body.
Multitudes	 of	 Jewish	 people	 have	 already	 returned	 from	 Russia,	 Ukraine	 and
Eastern	Europe	(i.e.	from	the	North).	Many	Jews	have	already	returned	from	the
South	(Ethiopia).	All	will	have	to	return	to	Israel.	It	will	not	always	be	a	massive
return;	the	prophet	Isaiah	says,	‘one	by	one.’	And	the	prophet	Amos	says	that	it
will	happen	 thoroughly,	as	 if	 the	LORD	has	used	a	sieve	 to	sift	 them	from	the
nations.

All	those	who	have	not	returned	to	Israel	will	be	gathered	by	God’s	angels,	upon
the	Messiah	 Jesus’	 return,	 in	 order	 to	 return	 to	 the	 land	 of	 Israel.	 The	 chosen
ones	will	be	gathered.	 It	 is	not	clear	whether	 they	will	be	all	 Jewish	people	or
that	only	converted	Jewish	people	will	be	gathered.	It	is	very	probable	that	this
involves	the	converted	Jewish	people,	for	in	Isaiah	10:20-22	and	Jeremiah	31:6-
7	there	is	talk	of	the	remnant,	i.e.	the	remnant	after	the	Great	Tribulation.	In	no
way	are	we	talking	here	of	the	chosen	believers	from	the	Gentiles.

Deuteronomy	 30:3	 “that	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 will	 bring	 you	 back	 from
captivity,	 and	 have	 compassion	 on	 you,	 and	 gather	 you	 again	 from	 all	 the
nations	where	the	LORD	your	God	has	scattered	you.	4	If	any	of	you	are	driven
out	 to	 the	 farthest	 parts	 under	 heaven,	 from	 there	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 will
gather	you,	and	from	there	He	will	bring	you.	5	Then	the	LORD	your	God	will
bring	you	to	the	land	which	your	fathers	possessed,	and	you	shall	possess	it.	He
will	prosper	you	and	multiply	you	more	than	your	fathers.”

Isaiah	10:20	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	remnant	of	Israel,	and
such	as	have	escaped	of	the	house	of	Jacob,	will	never	again	depend	on	him	who
defeated	them,	but	will	depend	on	the	LORD,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	in	truth.	21
The	 remnant	 will	 return,	 the	 remnant	 of	 Jacob,	 to	 the	 Mighty	 God.	 22	 For
though	your	people,	O	Israel,	be	as	the	sand	of	the	sea,	a	remnant	of	them	will
return;	the	destruction	decreed	shall	overflow	with	righteousness.

Isaiah	11:11	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	LORD	shall	set	His	hand
again	 the	second	 time	 to	recover	 the	remnant	of	His	people	who	are	 left,	 from
Assyria	and	Egypt,	from	Pathros	and	Cush,	from	Elam	and	Shinar,	from	Hamath
and	the	islands	of	the	sea.	12	He	will	set	up	a	banner	for	the	nations,	and	will



assemble	the	outcasts	of	Israel,	and	gather	together	the	dispersed	of	Judah	from
the	four	corners	of	the	earth.

Isaiah	27:12	And	 it	 shall	 come	 to	pass	 in	 that	day	 that	 the	LORD	will	 thresh,
from	 the	channel	of	 the	River	 to	 the	Brook	of	Egypt;	and	you	will	be	gathered
one	 by	 one,	O	 you	 children	 of	 Israel.	 13	 So	 it	 shall	 be	 in	 that	 day:	The	 great
trumpet	will	 be	blown;	 they	will	 come,	who	are	about	 to	perish	 in	 the	 land	of
Assyria,	and	they	who	are	outcasts	 in	 the	 land	of	Egypt,	and	shall	worship	the
LORD	in	the	holy	mount	at	Jerusalem.

Isaiah	56:8	The	Lord	GOD,	who	gathers	the	outcasts	of	Israel,	says,	“Yet	I	will
gather	to	him	others	besides	those	who	are	gathered	to	him.”

Isaiah	60:4	“Lift	up	your	eyes	all	around,	and	see:	They	all	gather	together,	they
come	to	you;	your	sons	shall	come	from	afar,	and	your	daughters	shall	be	nursed
at	your	side.	(…)	8	Who	are	these	who	fly	 like	a	cloud,	and	like	doves	to	their
roosts?	9	Surely	the	coastlands	shall	wait	for	Me;	and	the	ships	of	Tarshish	will
come	first,	to	bring	your	sons	from	afar,	their	silver	and	their	gold	with	them,	to
the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God,	and	to	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	because	He	has
glorified	you.”

Ezekiel	39:28	 ‘then	 they	 shall	 know	 that	 I	 am	 the	LORD	 their	God,	who	 sent
them	into	captivity	among	the	nations,	but	also	brought	them	back	to	their	land,
and	left	none	of	them	captive	any	longer.’

Amos	9:9	“For	surely	I	will	command,	and	will	sift	 the	house	of	Israel	among
all	nations,	as	grain	is	sifted	in	a	sieve;	yet	not	the	smallest	grain	shall	fall	to	the
ground.”See	also	Isaiah	14:1-4.

Matthew	24:31	“And	He	will	send	His	angels	with	a	great	sound	of	a	trumpet,
and	 they	 will	 gather	 together	 His	 elect	 from	 the	 four	 winds,	 from	 one	 end	 of
heaven	to	the	other.”

In	 the	 Psalms,	 we	 find	 prayers	 for	 the	 salvation	 of	 the	 Jewish	 people	 and	 its
return	to	Zion,	the	Promised	Land.	The	prophets	already	spoke	about	this	return,
and	the	gladness	and	joy	that	will	accompany	it;	about	their	salvation	that	comes
from	Zion,	Jerusalem,	the	city	of	the	great	King	of	Israel	Who	will	come	at	the
start	 of	 the	Millennium	 to	 defeat	 Israel’s	 enemies.	 Then	 Israel	 will	 praise	 the
LORD	into	all	eternity:

Psalm	14:7	Oh,	that	 the	salvation	of	Israel	would	come	out	of	Zion!	When	the



LORD	brings	back	 the	 captivity	of	His	people,	 let	 Jacob	 rejoice	and	 Israel	be
glad.

See	also	Psalm	53:7.

Psalm	 107:1	Oh,	 give	 thanks	 to	 the	 LORD,	 for	 He	 is	 good!	 For	 His	 mercy
endures	forever.	2	Let	the	redeemed	of	the	LORD	say	so,	whom	He	has	redeemed
from	the	hand	of	the	enemy,	3	and	gathered	out	of	the	lands,	from	the	east	and
from	 the	 west,	 from	 the	 north	 and	 from	 the	 south.	 4	 They	 wandered	 in	 the
wilderness	 in	 a	 desolate	 way;	 they	 found	 no	 city	 to	 dwell	 in.	 5	 Hungry	 and
thirsty,	 their	 soul	 fainted	 in	 them.	 6	Then	 they	 cried	out	 to	 the	LORD	 in	 their
trouble,	and	He	delivered	them	out	of	their	distresses.	7	And	He	led	them	forth
by	the	right	way,	that	they	might	go	to	a	city	for	a	dwelling	place.

Deuteronomy	28:13	“And	the	LORD	will	make	you	 the	head	and	not	 the	 tail;
you	shall	be	above	only,	and	not	be	beneath,	if	you	heed	the	commandments	of
the	LORD	your	God,	which	 I	 command	 you	 today,	 and	are	 careful	 to	 observe
them.”

Isaiah	43:5	“Fear	not,	for	I	am	with	you;	I	will	bring	your	descendants	from	the
east,	and	gather	you	from	the	west;	6	I	will	say	to	the	north,	‘Give	them	up!’	and
to	 the	 south,	 ‘Do	 not	 keep	 them	 back!’	 Bring	 My	 sons	 from	 afar,	 and	 My
daughters	 from	 the	 ends	 of	 the	 earth—7	Everyone	who	 is	 called	 by	My	name,
whom	I	have	created	for	My	glory;	I	have	formed	him,	yes,	I	have	made	him.”	8
Bring	out	the	blind	people	who	have	eyes,	and	the	deaf	who	have	ears.

Jeremiah	 12:15	“Then	 it	 shall	 be,	 after	 I	 have	 plucked	 them	 out,	 that	 I	 will
return	 and	 have	 compassion	 on	 them	 and	 bring	 them	 back,	 everyone	 to	 his
heritage	and	everyone	to	his	land.”

Jeremiah	15:19	Therefore	thus	says	the	LORD:	“If	you	return,	then	I	will	bring
you	back;	you	shall	stand	before	Me;	if	you	take	out	the	precious	from	the	vile,
you	 shall	 be	as	My	mouth.	Let	 them	 return	 to	 you,	 but	 you	must	 not	 return	 to
them.”

Jeremiah	16:14	“Therefore	behold,	the	days	are	coming,”	says	the	LORD,	“that
it	shall	no	more	be	said,	‘The	LORD	lives	who	brought	up	the	children	of	Israel
from	the	land	of	Egypt,’	15	but,	‘The	LORD	lives	who	brought	up	the	children	of
Israel	 from	 the	 land	 of	 the	 north	 and	 from	all	 the	 lands	where	He	had	 driven
them.’	For	I	will	bring	them	back	into	their	land	which	I	gave	to	their	fathers.”



Jeremiah	30:3	(“Thus	speaks	the	Lord	God	of	Israel,	saying:)‘For	behold,	the
days	 are	 coming,’	 says	 the	 LORD,	 ‘that	 I	 will	 bring	 back	 from	 captivity	 My
people	Israel	and	Judah,’	says	the	LORD.	‘And	I	will	cause	them	to	return	to	the
land	that	I	gave	to	their	fathers,	and	they	shall	possess	it.’	(…)	19	‘Then	out	of
them	shall	proceed	thanksgiving	and	the	voice	of	those	who	make	merry;	I	will
multiply	 them,	 and	 they	 shall	 not	 diminish;	 I	 will	 also	 glorify	 them,	 and	 they
shall	 not	 be	 small.	 20	 Their	 children	 also	 shall	 be	 as	 before,	 and	 their
congregation	shall	be	established	before	Me;	and	I	will	punish	all	who	oppress
them.’”

Jeremiah	31:2	Thus	says	the	LORD:	“The	people	who	survived	the	sword	found
grace	in	the	wilderness—Israel,	when	I	went	to	give	him	rest.”	3	The	LORD	has
appeared	of	old	to	me,	saying:	“Yes,	I	have	loved	you	with	an	everlasting	love;
therefore	with	 lovingkindness	 I	 have	drawn	you.	4	Again	 I	will	 build	 you,	and
you	 shall	 be	 rebuilt,	O	 virgin	of	 Israel!	You	 shall	 again	be	adorned	with	 your
tambourines,	and	shall	go	forth	in	the	dances	of	those	who	rejoice.	5	You	shall
yet	 plant	 vines	 on	 the	mountains	 of	 Samaria;	 the	 planters	 shall	 plant	 and	 eat
them	as	ordinary	food.	6	For	there	shall	be	a	day	when	the	watchmen	will	cry	on
Mount	Ephraim,	‘Arise,	and	let	us	go	up	to	Zion,	to	the	LORD	our	God.’”	7	For
thus	says	the	LORD:	“Sing	with	gladness	for	Jacob,	and	shout	among	the	chief
of	the	nations;	proclaim,	give	praise,	and	say,	‘O	LORD,	save	Your	people,	the
remnant	 of	 Israel!’	 8	 Behold,	 I	 will	 bring	 them	 from	 the	 north	 country,	 and
gather	them	from	the	ends	of	the	earth,	among	them	the	blind	and	the	lame,	the
woman	with	child	and	 the	one	who	 labors	with	child,	 together;	a	great	 throng
shall	return	there.	9	They	shall	come	with	weeping,	and	with	supplications	I	will
lead	them.	I	will	cause	them	to	walk	by	the	rivers	of	waters,	in	a	straight	way	in
which	 they	 shall	not	 stumble;	 for	 I	am	a	Father	 to	 Israel,	 and	Ephraim	 is	My
firstborn.	10	Hear	the	word	of	the	LORD,	O	nations,	and	declare	it	in	the	isles
afar	off,	and	say,	 ‘He	who	scattered	 Israel	will	gather	him,	and	keep	him	as	a
shepherd	does	his	flock.’	11	For	the	LORD	has	redeemed	Jacob,	and	ransomed
him	 from	 the	hand	of	 one	 stronger	 than	he.	 12	Therefore	 they	 shall	 come	and
sing	 in	 the	height	of	Zion,	 streaming	 to	 the	goodness	of	 the	LORD—for	wheat
and	new	wine	and	oil,	for	the	young	of	the	flock	and	the	herd;	their	souls	shall
be	 like	 a	well-watered	 garden,	 and	 they	 shall	 sorrow	no	more	 at	 all.	 13	Then
shall	 the	virgin	rejoice	 in	 the	dance,	and	 the	young	men	and	 the	old,	 together;
for	I	will	 turn	their	mourning	to	joy,	will	comfort	 them,	and	make	them	rejoice
rather	than	sorrow.	14	I	will	satiate	the	soul	of	the	priests	with	abundance,	and
My	people	shall	be	satisfied	with	My	goodness,	says	the	LORD.”	15	Thus	says



the	 LORD:	 “A	 voice	 was	 heard	 in	 Ramah,	 lamentation	 and	 bitter	 weeping,
Rachel	 weeping	 for	 her	 children,	 refusing	 to	 be	 comforted	 for	 her	 children,
because	they	are	no	more.”	16	Thus	says	the	LORD:	“Refrain	your	voice	from
weeping,	and	your	 eyes	 from	 tears;	 for	 your	work	 shall	 be	 rewarded,	 says	 the
LORD,	and	they	shall	come	back	from	the	land	of	the	enemy.	17	There	is	hope	in
your	 future,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 that	 your	 children	 shall	 come	 back	 to	 their	 own
border.”

Jeremiah	 32:41	 ‘	 Yes,	 I	 will	 rejoice	 over	 them	 to	 do	 them	 good,	 and	 I	 will
assuredly	plant	them	in	this	land,	with	all	My	heart	and	with	all	My	soul.’

42	“For	thus	says	the	LORD:	‘Just	as	I	have	brought	all	this	great	calamity	on
this	people,	so	I	will	bring	on	them	all	the	good	that	I	have	promised	them.	43
And	fields	will	be	bought	in	this	land	of	which	you	say,	“It	is	desolate,	without
man	or	beast;	 it	has	been	given	 into	 the	hand	of	 the	Chaldeans.”	44	Men	will
buy	fields	for	money,	sign	deeds	and	seal	them,	and	take	witnesses,	in	the	land	of
Benjamin,	in	the	places	around	Jerusalem,	in	the	cities	of	Judah,	in	the	cities	of
the	mountains,	 in	 the	cities	of	 the	 lowland,	and	 in	 the	cities	of	 the	South;	 for	I
will	cause	their	captives	to	return,’	says	the	LORD.”

See	also	Isaiah	10:20-22;	Isaiah	11:16;	Jeremiah	23:3,4,7,8;	Jeremiah	30:10,11;
Jeremiah	 33:25;	 Jeremiah	 46:27;	 Ezekiel	 11:16-18;	 Ezekiel	 20:42,43;	 Ezekiel
34:11-13.

Attempts	 to	 assimilate	 the	 people	 with	 other	 nations	 will	 not	 succeed.	 And
history	has	proven	that	the	Word	of	the	LORD	is	true.

Ezekiel	20:32	“What	you	have	in	your	mind	shall	never	be,	when	you	say,	‘We
will	be	 like	 the	Gentiles,	 like	 the	 families	 in	other	countries,	serving	wood	and
stone.’	33	As	I	 live,”	says	 the	Lord	GOD,	“surely	with	a	mighty	hand,	with	an
outstretched	arm,	and	with	fury	poured	out,	I	will	rule	over	you.	34	I	will	bring
you	 out	 from	 the	 peoples	 and	 gather	 you	 out	 of	 the	 countries	 where	 you	 are
scattered,	with	a	mighty	hand,	with	an	outstretched	arm,	and	with	 fury	poured
out.	35	And	I	will	bring	you	into	the	wilderness	of	the	peoples,	and	there	I	will
plead	My	 case	with	 you	 face	 to	 face.	 36	 Just	 as	 I	 pleaded	My	 case	with	 your
fathers	in	the	wilderness	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	so	I	will	plead	My	case	with	you,”
says	the	Lord	GOD.	37	“I	will	make	you	pass	under	the	rod,	and	I	will	bring	you
into	 the	bond	of	 the	covenant;	38	I	will	purge	 the	rebels	 from	among	you,	and
those	who	transgress	against	Me;	I	will	bring	them	out	of	the	country	where	they
dwell,	but	they	shall	not	enter	the	land	of	Israel.	Then	you	will	know	that	I	am



the	LORD.”

Ezekiel	 36:12	“Yes,	 I	 will	 cause	men	 to	 walk	 on	 you,	My	 people	 Israel;	 they
shall	 take	possession	of	you,	and	you	shall	be	 their	 inheritance;	no	more	shall
you	bereave	them	of	children.”	13	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Because	they	say
to	you,	‘You	devour	men	and	bereave	your	nation	of	children,’	14	therefore	you
shall	 devour	men	 no	more,	 nor	 bereave	 your	 nation	 anymore,”	 says	 the	 Lord
GOD.	15	“Nor	will	I	let	you	hear	the	taunts	of	the	nations	anymore,	nor	bear	the
reproach	 of	 the	 peoples	 anymore,	 nor	 shall	 you	 cause	 your	 nation	 to	 stumble
anymore,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.’”	16	Moreover	the	word	of	 the	LORD	came	to
me,	saying:	17	“Son	of	man,	when	the	house	of	Israel	dwelt	in	their	own	land,
they	 defiled	 it	 by	 their	 own	 ways	 and	 deeds;	 to	 Me	 their	 way	 was	 like	 the
uncleanness	of	a	woman	 in	her	customary	 impurity.	18	Therefore	 I	poured	out
My	fury	on	them	for	the	blood	they	had	shed	on	the	land,	and	for	their	idols	with
which	 they	had	defiled	 it.	 19	So	 I	 scattered	 them	among	 the	nations,	 and	 they
were	dispersed	throughout	the	countries;	I	judged	them	according	to	their	ways
and	 their	 deeds.	 20	When	 they	 came	 to	 the	 nations,	 wherever	 they	went,	 they
profaned	My	holy	name—when	 they	said	of	 them,	 ‘These	are	 the	people	of	 the
LORD,	and	yet	 they	have	gone	out	of	His	 land.’	21	But	 I	 had	concern	 for	My
holy	name,	which	the	house	of	Israel	had	profaned	among	the	nations	wherever
they	went.	22	Therefore	say	to	the	house	of	Israel,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“I
do	 not	 do	 this	 for	 your	 sake,	O	house	 of	 Israel,	 but	 for	My	holy	 name’s	 sake,
which	you	have	profaned	among	 the	nations	wherever	you	went.	23	And	I	will
sanctify	My	great	name,	which	has	been	profaned	among	the	nations,	which	you
have	profaned	in	their	midst;	and	the	nations	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,”
says	the	Lord	GOD,	“when	I	am	hallowed	in	you	before	their	eyes.	24	For	I	will
take	you	from	among	the	nations,	gather	you	out	of	all	countries,	and	bring	you
into	your	own	land.”’

Zechariah	 10:8	 “I	 will	 whistle	 for	 them	 and	 gather	 them,	 for	 I	 will	 redeem
them;	and	they	shall	increase	as	they	once	increased.	9	I	will	sow	them	among
the	 peoples,	 and	 they	 shall	 remember	 Me	 in	 far	 countries;	 they	 shall	 live,
together	with	their	children,	and	they	shall	return.	10	I	will	also	bring	them	back
from	the	land	of	Egypt,	and	gather	them	from	Assyria.	I	will	bring	them	into	the
land	of	Gilead	and	Lebanon,	until	no	more	room	is	found	for	them.”

See	also	Zechariah	2:6,7;	Zechariah	8:7,8;	Ezekiel	22:19.

Prophecy	concerning	the	joining	together	of	the	tribes	of	Israel.



Ezekiel	37:1	The	hand	of	 the	LORD	came	upon	me	and	brought	me	out	 in	 the
Spirit	of	the	LORD,	and	set	me	down	in	the	midst	of	the	valley;	and	it	was	full	of
bones.	2	Then	He	caused	me	to	pass	by	them	all	around,	and	behold,	there	were
very	many	in	the	open	valley;	and	indeed	they	were	very	dry.	3	And	He	said	to
me,	 “Son	 of	man,	 can	 these	 bones	 live?”	 So	 I	 answered,	 “O	Lord	GOD,	 You
know.”	4	Again	He	said	 to	me,	“Prophesy	to	 these	bones,	and	say	 to	 them,	‘O
dry	 bones,	 hear	 the	 word	 of	 the	 LORD!	 5	 Thus	 says	 the	 Lord	 GOD	 to	 these
bones:	“Surely	I	will	cause	breath	to	enter	into	you,	and	you	shall	live.	6	I	will
put	sinews	on	you	and	bring	flesh	upon	you,	cover	you	with	skin	and	put	breath
in	you;	and	you	shall	live.	Then	you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”’”	7	So	I
prophesied	as	 I	was	 commanded;	and	as	 I	 prophesied,	 there	was	a	noise,	 and
suddenly	a	rattling;	and	the	bones	came	together,	bone	 to	bone.	8	Indeed,	as	I
looked,	 the	 sinews	 and	 the	 flesh	 came	 upon	 them,	 and	 the	 skin	 covered	 them
over;	but	there	was	no	breath	in	them.	(…)

15	Again	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	me,	saying,	16	“As	for	you,	son	of	man,
take	 a	 stick	 for	 yourself	 and	 write	 on	 it:	 ‘For	 Judah	 and	 for	 the	 children	 of
Israel,	his	companions.’	Then	take	another	stick	and	write	on	it,	‘For	Joseph,	the
stick	of	Ephraim,	and	for	all	 the	house	of	Israel,	his	companions.’17	Then	join
them	one	to	another	for	yourself	into	one	stick,	and	they	will	become	one	in	your
hand.	18	And	when	the	children	of	your	people	speak	to	you,	saying,	‘Will	you
not	 show	 us	what	 you	mean	 by	 these?’—19	 say	 to	 them,	 ‘Thus	 says	 the	 Lord
GOD:	“Surely	I	will	take	the	stick	of	Joseph,	which	is	in	the	hand	of	Ephraim,
and	 the	 tribes	of	 Israel,	his	 companions;	and	 I	will	 join	 them	with	 it,	with	 the
stick	of	Judah,	and	make	them	one	stick,	and	they	will	be	one	in	My	hand.”’	20
And	the	sticks	on	which	you	write	will	be	in	your	hand	before	their	eyes.	21	Then
say	to	them,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Surely	I	will	take	the	children	of	Israel
from	 among	 the	 nations,	wherever	 they	 have	 gone,	 and	will	 gather	 them	 from
every	side	and	bring	them	into	their	own	land.”’”

Hosea	1:7	(Then	God	said	to	him:)	“Yet	I	will	have	mercy	on	the	house	of	Judah,
will	save	 them	by	the	LORD	their	God,	and	will	not	save	 them	by	bow,	nor	by
sword	 or	 battle,	 by	 horses	 or	 horsemen.”	 8	 Now	 when	 she	 had	 weaned	 Lo-
Ruhamah,	she	conceived	and	bore	a	son.	9	Then	God	said:	“Call	his	name	Lo-
Ammi,	for	you	are	not	My	people,	and	I	will	not	be	your	God.	10	Yet	the	number
of	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 shall	 be	 as	 the	 sand	 of	 the	 sea,	 which	 cannot	 be
measured	or	numbered.	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	the	place	where	it	was	said
to	them,	‘You	are	not	My	people,’	there	it	shall	be	said	to	them,	‘You	are	sons	of



the	living	God.’	11	Then	the	children	of	Judah	and	the	children	of	Israel	shall	be
gathered	together,	and	appoint	for	themselves	one	head;	and	they	shall	come	up
out	of	the	land,	for	great	will	be	the	day	of	Jezreel!”

In	the	Scriptures,	Israel	is	at	times	compared	with	a	fig	tree.	The	budding	of	the
fig	tree	is	compared	with	Israel’s	return	to	the	Promised	Land:

Matthew	24:32	“Now	learn	this	parable	from	the	fig	tree:	When	its	branch	has
already	become	tender	and	puts	forth	leaves,	you	know	that	summer	is	near.”

Meanwhile,	Jerusalem	is	not	trampled	anymore–for	the	larger	part,	that	is–by	the
Gentiles.	This	could	mean	that	the	times	of	the	Gentiles	are	almost	fulfilled:

Luke	 21:24	 “And	 they	 will	 fall	 by	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 sword,	 and	 be	 led	 away
captive	 into	 all	 nations.	 And	 Jerusalem	will	 be	 trampled	 by	Gentiles	 until	 the
times	of	the	Gentiles	are	fulfilled.”

Luke	21:27	“Then	they	will	see	the	Son	of	Man	coming	in	a	cloud	with	power
and	great	glory.	28	Now	when	these	things	begin	to	happen,	look	up	and	lift	up
your	heads,	because	your	redemption	draws	near.”	29	Then	He	spoke	to	them	a
parable:	 “Look	 at	 the	 fig	 tree,	 and	 all	 the	 trees.	 30	 When	 they	 are	 already
budding,	you	see	and	know	for	yourselves	that	summer	is	now	near.	31	So	you
also,	 when	 you	 see	 these	 things	 happening,	 know	 that	 the	 kingdom	 of	God	 is
near.”

The	state	of	Israel	was	founded	in	1948.	The	Lord	is	fulfilling	His	promise.

The	temple	can	only	be	restored	once	Israel	has	returned	to	the	Promised	Land
(see	Ezekiel,	Chapters	40-48).

Future	times

According	to	the	latest	data	(March	2013),	half	of	the	Jewish	people	has	returned
to	 Israel.	Yet	 the	entire	nation	must	 return.	God’s	many	promises	vouch	 for	 it.
For	 the	greater	 part,	 the	prophecies	 about	 the	 return	 to	 the	Promised	Land	 are
closely	linked	up	with	the	prophecies	about	the	repentance	of	the	Israelites	and
about	the	glorious	situation	in	the	future	Millennium.

One	could	deduce	from	this	that	return	and	repentance	will	simultaneously	take
place.	However,	considering	the	current	situation	we	see	this	is	not	the	case.	We
could	also	deduce	from	verses	3-6	in	Deuteronomy	30	that	first	the	people	will
return	 (verses	 3	 and	 4)	 and	 the	 LORD	will	 prosper	 them	 in	 the	 land	 of	 their



fathers	 (verse	 5),	 and	 that	 subsequently	 repentance	 will	 take	 place	 (verse	 6).
Other	 parts	 in	 Scripture	 show	 that	 there	 will	 first	 be	 a	 tribulation	 before	 the
entire	nation	will	repent	(see	Chapter	79,	page	451.)



77.	The	building	of	the	third	temple
There	 are	 no	 texts	 in	 Scripture	 that	 directly	 indicate	 the	 building	 of	 a	 third
temple.

In	Ezekiel	Chapters	40-48,	the	prophet	extensively	speaks	about	the	building	of
a	 new	 temple.	 The	 LORD	 gives	 him	 very	 detailed	 instructions	 about	 this
building,	and	also	promises	He	will	fill	the	temple	once	more	with	His	glory.	But
is	this	going	to	be	the	third	temple,	or	will	it	be	the	fourth	temple?

The	fourth	temple?	you	may	wonder…	Yes,	since	Scripture	also	speaks	about	a
temple	 in	 which	 the	 antichrist,	 the	 son	 of	 perdition,	 will	 be	 seated.	 He	 will
desecrate	the	temple.	When	will	this	be?	We	can	read	about	this	in	Daniel	7,	8
and	11:	it	will	be	during	the	Great	Tribulation.	In	view	of	this	prophecy,	our	only
conclusion	can	be	that	yet	another	temple	is	going	to	be	built,	a	temple	in	which
the	antichrist	will	be	seated,	though	not	for	long–no	longer	than	the	days	of	the
Great	 Tribulation.	 However,	 this	 third	 temple	 is	 so	 polluted	 that	 it	 is	 very
probable	that	it	will	be	destroyed	at	the	Messiah’s	coming.

We	cannot	imagine	the	Messiah	would	live	in	such	a	polluted	temple,	a	temple	in
which	so	many	abominations	have	taken	place.

Meanwhile	the	Jews	have	already	made	many	preparations	for	building	this	third
temple.	However,	the	problem	still	is	where	to	build	it.	In	the	Temple	Square?

Anyway,	 this	 temple	will	not	meet	 the	LORD’s	 instructions	and	measurements
as	 given	 through	 the	 prophet	 Ezekiel;	 in	 that	 case,	 a	 large	 part	 of	 Jerusalem
would	have	to	be	pulled	down.

Isaiah	14:13	“For	you	have	said	in	your	heart:	‘I	will	ascend	into	heaven,	I	will
exalt	 my	 throne	 above	 the	 stars	 of	 God;	 I	 will	 also	 sit	 on	 the	 mount	 of	 the
congregation	on	the	farthest	sides	of	the	north.’”

Daniel	7:25	 (“Thus	he	 said:	 (…))	 ‘He	shall	 speak	pompous	words	against	 the
Most	 High,	 shall	 persecute	 the	 saints	 of	 the	 Most	 High,	 and	 shall	 intend	 to
change	times	and	law.	Then	the	saints	shall	be	given	into	his	hand	for	a	time	and
times	and	half	a	time.	26	But	the	court	shall	be	seated,	and	they	shall	take	away
his	 dominion,	 to	 consume	 and	 destroy	 it	 forever.	 27	 Then	 the	 kingdom	 and
dominion,	and	 the	greatness	of	 the	kingdoms	under	 the	whole	heaven,	shall	be
given	to	the	people,	the	saints	of	the	Most	High.	His	kingdom	is	an	everlasting



kingdom,	and	all	dominions	shall	serve	and	obey	Him.’”

Daniel	8:9	And	out	of	 one	of	 them	came	a	 little	 horn	which	grew	exceedingly
great	toward	the	south,	toward	the	east,	and	toward	the	Glorious	Land.	10	And	it
grew	up	to	the	host	of	heaven;	and	it	cast	down	some	of	the	host	and	some	of	the
stars	 to	 the	ground,	and	 trampled	 them.	11	He	even	exalted	himself	as	high	as
the	Prince	of	the	host;	and	by	him	the	daily	sacrifices	were	taken	away,	and	the
place	of	His	sanctuary	was	cast	down.	12	Because	of	transgression,	an	army	was
given	over	to	the	horn	to	oppose	the	daily	sacrifices;	and	he	cast	truth	down	to
the	ground.	He	did	all	this	and	prospered.	13	Then	I	heard	a	holy	one	speaking;
and	another	holy	one	said	to	that	certain	one	who	was	speaking,	“How	long	will
the	vision	be,	concerning	the	daily	sacrifices	and	the	transgression	of	desolation,
the	giving	of	both	the	sanctuary	and	the	host	to	be	trampled	underfoot?”	14	And
he	said	to	me,	“For	two	thousand	three	hundred	days;	then	the	sanctuary	shall
be	cleansed.”

Daniel	11:40	“At	the	time	of	the	end	the	king	of	the	South	shall	attack	him;	and
the	 king	 of	 the	North	 shall	 come	 against	 him	 like	 a	 whirlwind,	 with	 chariots,
horsemen,	 and	 with	 many	 ships;	 and	 he	 shall	 enter	 the	 countries,	 overwhelm
them,	 and	 pass	 through.	 (…)	 45	 And	 he	 shall	 plant	 the	 tents	 of	 his	 palace
between	the	seas	and	the	glorious	holy	mountain;	yet	he	shall	come	to	his	end,
and	no	one	will	help	him.”

Daniel	12:1	“At	 that	 time	Michael	shall	stand	up,	 the	great	prince	who	stands
watch	over	the	sons	of	your	people;	and	there	shall	be	a	time	of	trouble,	such	as
never	 was	 since	 there	 was	 a	 nation,	 even	 to	 that	 time.	 And	 at	 that	 time	 your
people	shall	be	delivered,	every	one	who	is	found	written	in	the	book.”

Micah	6:6	With	what	shall	I	come	before	the	LORD,	and	bow	myself	before	the
High	God?	Shall	I	come	before	Him	with	burnt	offerings,	with	calves	a	year	old?
7	Will	the	LORD	be	pleased	with	thousands	of	rams,	ten	thousand	rivers	of	oil?
Shall	I	give	my	firstborn	for	my	transgression,	the	fruit	of	my	body	for	the	sin	of
my	soul?	8	He	has	shown	you,	O	man,	what	is	good;	and	what	does	the	LORD
require	of	you	but	to	do	justly,	to	love	mercy,	and	to	walk	humbly	with	your	God?

2Thessalonians	 2:1	Now,	 brethren,	 concerning	 the	 coming	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus
Christ	and	our	gathering	together	to	Him,	we	ask	you,	2	not	to	be	soon	shaken	in
mind	or	troubled,	either	by	spirit	or	by	word	or	by	letter,	as	if	from	us,	as	though
the	day	of	Christ	had	come.	3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day
will	not	come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,



the	son	of	perdition,	4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	 that	 is	called
God	or	that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing
himself	that	he	is	God.

The	temple	during	the	Great	Tribulation

The	third	temple	will	exist	for	only	a	short	while.	The	LORD	will	not	permit	His
great	adversary	to	start	ruling	the	world	from	this	temple.	At	the	end	of	the	Great
Tribulation,	 this	 temple	will	 be	 destroyed	 again,	 after	 a	 period	 of	 3.5	 years	 of
abominable	horrors:

Revelation	11:1	Then	 I	was	given	a	 reed	 like	a	measuring	 rod.	And	 the	angel
stood,	 saying,	“Rise	and	measure	 the	 temple	of	God,	 the	altar,	 and	 those	who
worship	there.	2	But	leave	out	the	court	which	is	outside	the	temple,	and	do	not
measure	it,	for	it	has	been	given	to	the	Gentiles.	And	they	will	tread	the	holy	city
underfoot	for	forty-two	months.”

Revelation	 13:5	 And	 he	 was	 given	 a	 mouth	 speaking	 great	 things	 and
blasphemies,	 and	 he	 was	 given	 authority	 to	 continue	 for	 forty-two	 months.	 6
Then	he	opened	his	mouth	 in	blasphemy	against	God,	 to	blaspheme	His	name,
His	tabernacle,	and	those	who	dwell	in	heaven.	7	It	was	granted	to	him	to	make
war	with	 the	 saints	 and	 to	 overcome	 them.	And	 authority	was	 given	 him	 over
every	tribe,	tongue,	and	nation.	8	All	who	dwell	on	the	earth	will	worship	him,
whose	names	have	not	been	written	in	the	Book	of	Life	of	 the	Lamb	slain	from
the	foundation	of	the	world.



78.	The	rapture	of	the	Church	/
believers	by	Jesus	Messiah
It	appears	that	the	rapture	of	the	believers	is	an	event	that	many	Christians	find
hard	 to	 believe.	 This	 also	 applies	 to	Christians	who	wish	 to	 be	 faithful	 to	 the
Bible,	who	consider	the	Bible	true	‘from	cover	to	cover’–they	too	have	problems
believing	 in	 the	rapture	of	believers–yet	not	only	with	 the	rapture	of	believers,
but	also	often	with	the	Millennium,	the	Great	Tribulation,	the	two	witnesses,	and
the	144,000	servants	of	God.

In	 itself,	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 imagine	 that	 people	 who	 wholeheartedly	 believe	 in
everything	that	the	Bible	says,	still	doubt	subjects	like	these.	As	James	says,	“He
who	doubts	is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea”	(James	1:6).

I	will	go	more	deeply	into	this	when	considering	the	relevant	subjects.

As	 far	as	 the	 rapture	 is	concerned:	some	people	argue	 that	 the	 rapture	was	not
described	before	the	year	1830	when	Darby	(see	page	442),	brought	this	up.	This
item	is	then	furthermore	linked	up	with	dispensationalism.

However,	after	 studying	 this	 subject,	 I	 found	 that	 in	 the	 first	centuries	 specific
Church	 fathers	 wrote	 on	 the	 rapture.	 From	 Augustine	 to	 the	 Reformation,
however,	 a	 literal	 explanation	 of	Biblical	 prophecies	was	 forbidden.	 Since	 the
Roman	Catholic	Church	accepted	Augustine’s	allegoric	explanation	in	431	AD,
the	subject	of	the	rapture	before	the	Great	Tribulation	was	avoided.

Papias,	 archbishop	 of	Hierapolis,	 a	 pupil	 of	 the	 apostle	 John,	 stated	 that	 there
will	be	a	Millennium	after	the	resurrection	from	the	dead,	when	Christ’s	personal
reign	will	be	established	on	this	earth.	(The	first	resurrection	of	the	dead	will	be
followed	by	the	rapture,	this	is	an	indirect	testimony,	HS.)

Irenaeus	(115-202	AD)	further	worked	out	Papias’	millennial	hopes,	saying	that
the	kingdom	will	start	when	the	righteous,	risen	from	the	dead,	will	rule	(Against
Heresies,	 xxxiii.3).	Creation	will	 be	 renewed	and	produce	 an	 abundance	of	 all
kinds	of	fruits.	To	support	his	view,	he	referred	to	what	Papias	had	taught–Papias
having	been	John’s	pupil.

Irenaeus	 also	 substantiated	 that	 it	 is	 right	 that	 the	 righteous	 will	 experience
happiness	on	the	renewed	earth	before	the	general	resurrection.	Salvation	means



that	 the	 will	 of	 God–before	 Adam	 and	 Eve–will	 be	 restored,	 and	 will	 be
followed	by	the	judgment.

Clement	of	Rome	(first	century,	101	AD)	wrote	 in	his	 letter	 to	 the	Corinthians
that,	also	in	history,	the	LORD	saved	His	children	from	disasters	to	come.	In	this
respect,	he	pointed	to	Enoch,	Noah	and	Lot.

According	to	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	Clement	was	the	first	bishop	of	Rome
after	the	apostle	Peter.

Ignatius	 (110	AD),	bishop	of	Antioch,	wrote	seven	 letters	while	on	his	way	 to
Rome	 to	 die	 a	 martyr’s	 death:	 ‘Be	 deaf,	 then,	 to	 any	 talk	 that	 ignores	 Jesus
Christ…	 He	 was	 actually	 raised	 from	 the	 dead,	 for	 His	 Father	 raised	 Him.
Similarly,	His	 Father	will	 raise	 us,	who	 believe	 in	Him,	 through	Christ	 Jesus,
apart	from	whom	we	have	no	genuine	life’	(Trallians,	ix.1-2).

Clement	of	Alexandria	(150-215	AD)	gave	in	his	sermon	(Div.Salv.)	which	has
been	 preserved,	 an	 accurate	 explanation	 of	 the	 arrival	 of	 the	 saints	 in	 heaven,
after	death.	Unfortunately,	there	are	about	20	lines	missing	in	this	Greek	text,	but
it	ends	as	follows,	‘And	before	all	this	will	happen,	the	Savior	Himself	goes	to
meet	 them,	 welcoming	 them;	 holding	 forth	 the	 shadowless,	 ceaseless	 light;
conducting	them	to	the	Father’s	bosom,	to	eternal	life,	to	the	kingdom	of	heaven’
(Quis	Div.Salv.,	42).

Ephrem	the	Syrian	(306-373	AD)	of	the	Byzantine	Church	wrote	the	following
concerning	 the	coming	return	of	 the	Lord:	“All	 the	saints	and	elect	of	God	are
gathered	before	the	tribulation,	which	is	 to	come,	and	are	taken	to	the	Lord,	 in
order	 that	 they	may	 not	 see	 at	 any	 time	 the	 confusion	which	 overwhelms	 the
world	because	of	our	sins.”

The	 Shepherd	 of	 Hermas	 (95-150	 AD)	 wrote:	 “You	 have	 escaped	 from	 great
tribulation	on	account	of	your	faith,	and	since	you	did	not	doubt	in	the	presence
of	the	beast.	Go	therefore	and	tell	the	elect	of	the	Lord	His	mighty	deeds.	Inform
them	 that	 this	 beast	 is	 a	 type	 of	 the	 great	 tribulation	 that	 is	 coming.	 If	 you
prepare	 yourselves,	 repent	with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 turn	 to	 the	 Lord,	 it	will	 be
possible	for	you	to	escape	it–if	your	heart	is	pure	and	spotless,	and	you	spend	the
rest	of	the	days	of	your	life	in	serving	the	Lord	blamelessly.”

In	 his	 comments	 on	 Revelation	 6:14,	 Victorinus	 (270-303),	 bishop	 of	 Pettau,
points	to	the	rapture	before	the	great	tribulations:	“14	Then	the	sky	receded	as	a
scroll	when	it	is	rolled	up,	and	every	mountain	and	island	was	moved	out	of	its



place.”	The	 fact	 that	 the	 sky	 receded	means	 that	 the	Church	will	 be	 taken	up.
Every	mountain	and	island	was	moved	out	of	its	place–this	indicates	that	during
the	last	persecution	everybody	will	leave	his	place,	i.e.	that	the	good	people	will
be	removed	in	order	to	avoid	persecution.

In	 1306,	 brother	 Dolcino	 took	 over	 leadership	 of	 the	 Apostolic	 Brethren	 in
Northern	Italy;	he	led	his	Church	while	it	was	severely	persecuted	by	the	pope.
A	 study	 of	 a	 14th-century	 text	 on	 The	 History	 of	 Brother	 Dolcino,	 written	 in
1316,	revealed	another	important	passage	on	the	pre-tribulation	rapture.	One	of
the	group	wrote	 the	following	amazing	words:	“(…)	 the	antichrist	was	coming
into	this	world	within	the	bounds	of	the	said	three	and	a	half	years,	and	after	he
had	 come,	 then	 he	 (Dolcino)	 and	 his	 followers	 would	 be	 transferred	 into
Paradise,	 in	 which	 are	 Enoch	 and	 Elijah.	 In	 this	 way	 they	 will	 be	 preserved
unharmed	 from	 the	 persecution	 of	 the	 antichrist.”	 Dolcino	 and	 his	 followers
withdrew	 to	 the	 mountains	 of	 Northern	 Italy	 to	 wait	 for	 their	 rapture	 at	 the
appearance	of	the	antichrist.	However,	Dolcino	and	many	of	his	followers	were
killed	by	a	papal	crusade	in	1306,	but	their	movement	continued	to	exist	until	the
fifteenth	century.

The	 first	 person	 who,	 after	 the	 Reformation,	 wrote	 about	 the	 rapture	 was
Increase	 Mather	 (1639-1723),	 a	 major	 figure	 in	 the	 early	 history	 of	 the
Massachusetts	 Bay	 Colony.	 He	 was	 a	 Puritan	 minister,	 involved	 with	 the
government	of	the	colony,	the	administration	of	Harvard	College,	and	became	a
Doctor	of	Theology.	He	was	the	son	of	Richard	Mather,	and	the	father	of	Cotton
Mather,	 both	 influential	 Puritan	 ministers.	 Mather	 wrote	 about	 the	 coming
destruction	of	the	earth	by	fire,	quoting	Scriptural	texts	that	state	that	the	saints
will	be	‘caught	up	into	the	air.’	However,	he	was	of	the	opinion	that	this	would
happen	after	the	Great	Tribulation.

Others	who	wrote	about	 the	Rapture	 include:	 Joseph	Mede,	1627;	John	Asgill,
1700;	Philip	Doddridge,	1738;	John	Gill,	1748;	James	McKnight,	1763;	Morgan
Edwards,	1744;	Thomas	Scott,	1792.

Peter	 Jurieux	 (1687)	 taught	 that	 Christ	 would	 come	 to	 rapture	 the	 saints	 and
return	to	heaven,	before	the	Battle	of	Armageddon.	(See	his	book	Approaching
Deliverance	of	the	Church.)

In	 1744,	 Morgan	 Edwards,	 probably	 America’s	 most	 influential,	 18th-century
Baptist	 minister,	 wrote	 a	 book,	 in	 which	 he	 espoused	 a	 pre-tribulational
viewpoint.



In	 1790,	 Emmanuel	 Lacunza	 wrote	 a	 publication	 entitled	 The	 Coming	 of
Messiah	 in	 Glory	 and	Majesty.	 Lacunza	 was	 a	 Jesuit	 priest	 from	 Chile,	 who
wrote	under	the	assumed	name	of	rabbi	Juan	Josafat	Ben-Ezra,	a	converted	Jew.
The	book	was	published	in	1827	in	English	by	a	Presbyterian	minister,	Edward
Irving.

John	 Nelson	 Darby	 (1800-1882),	 scholar	 and	 founder	 of	 the	 ‘Plymouth
Brethren’,	was	influenced	by	Lacunza’s	book.	After	the	Reformation,	Darby	was
the	first	scholar	to	further	develop	on	the	doctrine	of	rapture.	He	recognized	that
the	 prophecies	 rendered	 accurate	 descriptions	 of	 the	 events	 in	 the	 past,	 the
present	and	the	future.	A	lot	still	had	to	be	learned.	After	that,	the	literal	exegesis
of	the	prophecies	was	increasingly	accepted.

William	Blackstone	wrote	‘Jesus	is	coming’	(1878)	in	which	he	gave	a	place	to
the	doctrine	of	the	rapture.

After	the	Reformation,	the	doctrine	of	the	rapture	revived	with	those	who	could
accept	this	prophecy	literally.	Many	Church	denominations	(Roman	Catholic	and
Protestant),	however,	 continued	 to	adhere	 to	Augustine’s	non-biblical	doctrine;
they	also	refused	to	recognize	the	importance	of	biblical	prophecies	(27%	of	the
Bible)	 for	 today.	 An	 estimated	 100	 million	 members	 (about	 63%)	 of	 the
American	Churches	have	 little,	or	no,	notion	of	Biblical	prophecies;	nor	of	 the
significance	 of	 Israel	 and	 the	 events	 in	 the	 Middle	 East.	 This	 is	 a	 result	 of
Augustine’s	 doctrine	 (replacement	 theology).	 The	 prophetic	 truth	 has	 been
suppressed	for	generations.

The	following	text	deals	with	the	believers’	resurrection	from	the	dead.	This	 is
the	first	resurrection.	The	second	resurrection	will	take	place	before	the	coming
of	 the	 new	 heaven	 and	 the	 new	 earth,	 and	 after	 satan’s	 final	 judgment	 and
punishment.

Isaiah	26:19	Your	dead	shall	live;	together	with	my	dead	body	they	shall	arise.
Awake	and	sing,	you	who	dwell	 in	dust;	 for	your	dew	is	 like	 the	dew	of	herbs,
and	the	earth	shall	cast	out	the	dead.

Below	 you	 will	 find	 several	 texts	 that	 directly	 or	 indirectly	 relate	 to	 the	 first
resurrection	and	the	rapture	of	the	believers.

In	Matthew	24,	verses	40-41,	the	Lord	Jesus	says	that	at	His	return	one	will	be
taken	and	the	other	left.	He’s	not	talking	here	about	the	final	judgment,	but	about
a	 separation	 between	 believers	 who	 expect	 Him,	 and	 unbelievers.	 This	 must



indicate	the	rapture	of	the	believers:

Matthew	24:40	“Then	 two	men	will	be	 in	 the	 field:	one	will	be	 taken	and	 the
other	left.	41	Two	women	will	be	grinding	at	the	mill:	one	will	be	taken	and	the
other	left.”

The	 Lord	 Jesus	 Himself,	 the	 Messiah,	 has	 warned	 to	 ‘be	 counted	 worthy	 to
escape’	 great	 earthquakes,	 pestilences,	 tsunamis,	 famines,	 movement	 of	 the
heavens,	and	death	and	destruction	–disasters	that	will	hit	the	entire	earth	during
the	Great	Tribulation,	as	stated	in	Matthew	24	and	25,	Mark	13,	and	Luke	21.

The	Lord	speaks	about	being	‘counted	worthy	to	escape’	in:

Luke	21:36	“Watch	therefore,	and	pray	always	that	you	may	be	counted	worthy
to	escape	all	these	things	that	will	come	to	pass,	and	to	stand	before	the	Son	of
Man.”

The	 inspired	Word	of	God	 teaches	 that	 the	Great	Tribulation	will	 bring	God’s
righteous	 and	 deserved	 judgment	 over	 the	 entire	 world.	 See	 Isaiah	 13:9-11,
14:26,	 34:1,2,	 66:15,16;	 Jeremiah	 10:10,	 25:31-33;	Nahum	 1:5;	Haggai	 2:6-7;
Zephaniah	3:8,	and	many	other	similar	Bible	verses.	There	are	only	two	ways	to
escape	the	Tribulation:	a	massive	dying,	or	a	being	caught	up	from	the	earth	in	a
supernatural	 (physical)	 manner.	 Nowhere	 in	 the	 Bible	 do	 we	 read	 about	 a
massive	dying	and	thus	being	united	with	the	Lord.

The	Bible	verses	below	speak	about	the	rapture	of	the	believers.	Specifically	in	1
Thessalonians	4	verse	17,	the	apostle	tells	us	that	the	believers	will	be	caught	up
to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.

1Corinthians	15:22	For	as	in	Adam	all	die,	even	so	in	Christ	all	shall	be	made
alive.	23	But	 each	one	 in	his	own	order:	Christ	 the	 firstfruits,	afterward	 those
who	are	Christ’s	at	His	coming.	(…)	51	Behold,	I	tell	you	a	mystery:	We	shall	not
all	 sleep,	but	we	shall	all	be	changed—52	 in	a	moment,	 in	 the	 twinkling	of	an
eye,	at	the	last	trumpet.	For	the	trumpet	will	sound,	and	the	dead	will	be	raised
incorruptible,	 and	 we	 shall	 be	 changed.	 53	 For	 this	 corruptible	 must	 put	 on
incorruption,	and	this	mortal	must	put	on	immortality.

Philippians	 3:20	 For	 our	 citizenship	 is	 in	 heaven,	 from	 which	 we	 also
eagerly	wait	for	th	e	Savior,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	21	who	will	 transform	our
lowly	 body	 that	 it	 may	 be	 conformed	 to	 His	 glorious	 body,	 according	 to	 the
working	by	which	He	is	able	even	to	subdue	all	things	to	Himself.



Colossians	3:4	When	Christ	who	is	our	life	appears,	then	you	also	will	appear
with	Him	in	glory.

1Thessalonians	4:13	But	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	ignorant,	brethren,	concerning
those	who	have	 fallen	asleep,	 lest	you	sorrow	as	others	who	have	no	hope.	14
For	 if	we	believe	 that	 Jesus	died	and	 rose	again,	 even	 so	God	will	bring	with
Him	those	who	sleep	in	Jesus.	15	For	this	we	say	to	you	by	the	word	of	the	Lord,
that	we	who	are	alive	and	remain	until	the	coming	of	the	Lord	will	by	no	means
precede	those	who	are	asleep.	16	For	the	Lord	Himself	will	descend	from	heaven
with	a	shout,	with	the	voice	of	an	archangel,	and	with	the	trumpet	of	God.	And
the	dead	in	Christ	will	rise	first.	17	Then	we	who	are	alive	and	remain	shall	be
caught	up	together	with	them	in	the	clouds	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.	And	thus
we	shall	always	be	with	the	Lord.	18	Therefore	comfort	one	another	with	these
words.

1Timothy	 6:14	 hat	 you	 keep	 this	 commandment	 without	 spot,	 blameless	 until
our	Lord	Jesus	Christ’s	appearing,	15	which	He	will	manifest	in	His	own	time,
He	who	is	the	blessed	and	only	Potentate,	the	King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords,

1	Timothy	6	verse	4	speaks	of	the	appearance,	the	ascension,	verse	15	calls	for
the	return	of	 the	Messiah	Jesus	as	King	of	 Israel	and	King	of	kings.	There	are
very	 many	 people	 who	 don’t	 believe	 these	 words	 from	 the	 apostle	 Paul–
including	Christians.	Why	don’t	they?	We	can	point	to	various	reasons.	Both	the
Roman	Catholic	Church	and	the	Reformed	Churches	have	always	concealed	the
rapture.	 In	 the	Catechisms	and	Confessions	of	Faith,	you	will	not	 find	a	single
word	about	 the	 rapture.	At	 the	very	 least,	 this	 is	 strange	since	 there	have	been
Church	fathers	in	the	past	who	have	written	about	the	rapture	(see	above).	Is	it
because	our	mind	doesn’t	understand	and	accept	the	rapture?	Perhaps.	Whatever
the	case,	it	is	going	to	happen,	as	the	Lord	Jesus	confirms	it	in:

Revelation	3:10	“Because	you	have	kept	My	command	to	persevere,	I	also	will
keep	you	from	the	hour	of	trial	which	shall	come	upon	the	whole	world,	to	test
those	who	dwell	on	 the	earth.	11	Behold,	 I	am	coming	quickly!	Hold	 fast	what
you	have,	that	no	one	may	take	your	crown.”

Who	will	be	taken	up	and	who	will	be	left?

The	 Lord	 is	 very	 explicit	 when	 He	 says	 that	 only	 those	 will	 escape	 who	 are
‘counted	worthy	to	escape.’

It	doesn’t	say	that	they	‘are’	worthy.	No,	it	says	they	are	‘counted’	worthy.



Nobody	 on	 this	 earth	 is	 worthy	 from	 himself	 to	 receive	 God’s	 grace,	 God’s
salvation,	 God’s	 blessings,	 God’s	 heaven.	 Nobody	 on	 this	 earth	 is	 worthy	 to
escape	 God’s	 punishment	 of	 his	 sin.	 On	 the	 contrary:	 we	 all	 deserve	 God’s
eternal	damnation	and	being	thrown	into	hell.

Revelation	20:15	And	anyone	not	found	written	in	the	Book	of	Life	was	cast	into
the	lake	of	fire.

Why?	Because	we	 all	 have	 sinned	 and,	 in	 everything,	 fall	 short	 of	 glorifying,
praising	and	honoring	God,	as	it	says	in:

Romans	3:23	for	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.

What	did	 the	Lord	Jesus	Himself	 say	about	our	being	 ‘counted	worthy’?	Luke
20:35-36	is	 the	only	time	in	 the	entire	NT	where	 this	explicitly	comes	up.	The
Lord	replied	here	to	a	question	asked	by	the	Sadducees:

Luke	 20:35	 “But	 those	 who	 are	 counted	 worthy	 to	 attain	 that	 age,	 and	 the
resurrection	from	the	dead,	neither	marry	nor	are	given	in	marriage;	36	nor	can
they	die	anymore,	 for	 they	are	equal	 to	 the	angels	and	are	 sons	of	God,	being
sons	of	the	resurrection.”

The	Lord	says	in	these	verses	that	they	are	counted	worthy	to	be	‘sons	of	God’
and	that	they	are	also	‘sons	of	the	resurrection.’	They	are	true	believers	who	have
been	saved	by	God’s	grace	 (Ephesians	2:8-9),	born	again	by	 the	Spirit	of	God
(John	3:3-8),	cleansed	in	the	precious	blood	of	the	Lamb,	our	Lord	(1Peter	1:18-
19),	 having	 received	 Jesus	 Christ’s	 righteousness.	 In	 Romans	 4:1-25,	 this
‘counting’	is	further	worked	out,	specifically	in	the	verses	23-25.

So	 there	 is	 a	 big	 difference	between	 those	who	 are	 counted	worthy,	 and	 those
who	are	not	counted	worthy.	Therefore	it	is	very	important	to	know	who	we	are:

Am	 I	 a	 true	 believer	 or	 is	 my	 faith	 fake?	 Can	 we	 stand	 trial	 and	 oppression
because	 of	 our	 faith?	 Do	 we	 go	 to	 Church	 because	 we	 cling	 to	 tradition,	 or
because	our	parents	like	us	to	go?	Have	we	been	baptized	as	a	child	and	do	we
think	 we’ll	 be	 OK?	 Will	 we	 end	 up	 in	 heaven	 because	 of	 being	 a	 Church
member,	going	to	Church,	 living	a	serious	 life,	keeping	as	much	as	possible	 to
God’s	 commandments?	 Will	 our	 ‘new	 birth’	 take	 our	 entire	 life?	 Then	 we
deceive	ourselves	and	are	lost	for	all	eternity.

In	the	following	texts,	the	Lord	Jesus	speaks	about	people	who	believe	in	Him.
He	will	 raise	 them	 from	 the	 dead,	 and	 they	will	 be	with	Him,	 for	He	 doesn’t



want	to	lose	them.	When	speaking	here	about	the	last	day,	Jesus	refers	to	the	last
day	for	His	believers	on	this	earth.	This	is	the	first	resurrection.	Blessed	he	who
shares	in	the	first	resurrection.	For	the	unbelievers,	there	is	another	last	day,	the
day	of	judgment.	This	is	the	second	resurrection.	However,	God’s	children	will
not	undergo	 this	 judgment;	 they	will	be	 judged	after	 their	works–whether	 they
are	done	in	the	Lord	or	not	(1Corinthians	3:11-15).

John	6:39	“This	is	the	will	of	the	Father	who	sent	Me,	that	of	all	He	has	given
Me	I	should	lose	nothing,	but	should	raise	it	up	at	the	last	day.	40	And	this	is	the
will	of	Him	who	sent	Me,	 that	everyone	who	sees	 the	Son	and	believes	 in	Him
may	have	everlasting	life;	and	I	will	raise	him	up	at	the	last	day.”

John	14:1	“Let	not	your	heart	be	troubled;	you	believe	in	God,	believe	also	in
Me.	2	In	My	Father’s	house	are	many	mansions;	if	it	were	not	so,	I	would	have
told	you.	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you.	3	And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for
you,	I	will	come	again	and	receive	you	to	Myself;	that	where	I	am,	there	you	may
be	also.”

John	17:24	“Father,	I	desire	that	they	also	whom	You	gave	Me	may	be	with	Me
where	I	am,	 that	 they	may	behold	My	glory	which	You	have	given	Me;	 for	You
loved	Me	before	the	foundation	of	the	world.”

Romans	 8:17	 and	 if	 children,	 then	 heirs—heirs	 of	 God	 and	 joint	 heirs	 with
Christ,	if	indeed	we	suffer	with	Him,	that	we	may	also	be	glorified	together.	18
For	 I	 consider	 that	 the	 sufferings	 of	 this	 present	 time	 are	 not	 worthy	 to	 be
compared	 with	 the	 glory	 which	 shall	 be	 revealed	 in	 us.	 19	 For	 the	 earnest
expectation	of	the	creation	eagerly	waits	for	the	revealing	of	the	sons	of	God.

1Corinthians	 1:7	 so	 that	 you	 come	 short	 in	 no	 gift,	 eagerly	 waiting	 for	 the
revelation	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	8	who	will	also	confirm	you	to	the	end,	that
you	may	be	blameless	in	the	day	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.

In	1Corinthians	15:42-44,	 the	apostle	Paul	speaks	about	 the	resurrection	of	 the
body.	A	natural,	carnal	body	is	sown,	a	spiritual	body	is	raised.	This	body	will	be
identical	to	the	Messiah’s	spiritual	body,	after	He	had	been	risen.

1Corinthians	15:42	So	also	is	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	The	body	is	sown	in
corruption,	it	is	raised	in	incorruption.	43	It	is	sown	in	dishonor,	it	is	raised	in
glory.	It	is	sown	in	weakness,	it	is	raised	in	power.	44	It	is	sown	a	natural	body,
it	is	raised	a	spiritual	body.	There	is	a	natural	body,	and	there	is	a	spiritual	body.



The	verses	below	concern	the	joining	of	the	Lord	with	His	believers.	All	 these
texts	give	us	more	information	about	the	manner	and	the	glorious	consequences
of	this	joining,	and	to	which	the	believers	owe	it.

Ephesians	1:9	having	made	 known	 to	 us	 the	mystery	 of	His	will,	 according	 to
His	good	pleasure	which	He	purposed	in	Himself,	10	that	in	the	dispensation	of
the	 fullness	 of	 the	 times	He	might	 gather	 together	 in	 one	 all	 things	 in	Christ,
both	which	are	in	heaven	and	which	are	on	earth—in	Him.

Ephesians	 2:6	 and	 raised	 us	 up	 together,	 and	 made	 us	 sit	 together	 in	 the
heavenly	places	 in	Christ	Jesus,	7	 that	 in	 the	ages	 to	come	He	might	show	the
exceeding	riches	of	His	grace	in	His	kindness	toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.

Colossians	1:12	giving	thanks	to	the	Father	who	has	qualified	us	to	be	partakers
of	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	in	the	light.

Colossians	3:4	When	Christ	who	is	our	life	appears,	 then	you	also	will	appear
with	Him	in	glory.

1Thessalonians	1:10	and	to	wait	for	His	Son	from	heaven,	whom	He	raised	from
the	dead,	even	Jesus	who	delivers	us	from	the	wrath	to	come.

Next,	the	apostle	informs	us	about	the	time	of	the	rapture,	telling	us	to	be	always
watchful	 and	 not	 to	 slacken.	 Not	 be	 cold	 or	 lukewarm,	 but	 always	 ardent	 at
heart.	Always	being	sober	and	not	carried	along	by	all	kinds	of	people	who	go
astray	and	try	to	take	the	edge	off	or	deny	the	words	of	the	Bible.

1Thessalonians	 5:1	But	 concerning	 the	 times	 and	 the	 seasons,	 brethren,	 you
have	no	need	that	I	should	write	to	you.	2	For	you	yourselves	know	perfectly	that
the	day	of	the	Lord	so	comes	as	a	thief	in	the	night.	3	For	when	they	say,	“Peace
and	safety!”	 then	sudden	destruction	comes	upon	 them,	as	 labor	pains	upon	a
pregnant	 woman.	 And	 they	 shall	 not	 escape.	 4	 But	 you,	 brethren,	 are	 not	 in
darkness,	so	that	this	Day	should	overtake	you	as	a	thief.	5	You	are	all	sons	of
light	and	sons	of	the	day.	We	are	not	of	the	night	nor	of	darkness.	6	Therefore	let
us	not	sleep,	as	others	do,	but	let	us	watch	and	be	sober.	7	For	those	who	sleep,
sleep	at	night,	and	those	who	get	drunk	are	drunk	at	night.	8	But	let	us	who	are
of	the	day	be	sober,	putting	on	the	breastplate	of	faith	and	love,	and	as	a	helmet
the	 hope	 of	 salvation.	 9	 For	 God	 did	 not	 appoint	 us	 to	 wrath,	 but	 to	 obtain
salvation	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.

At	 the	Lord	Jesus’	 return	 to	collect	His	children,	 they	should	be	sanctified	and



blameless.	The	believers	themselves	cannot	see	to	this,	but	God	can.	This	does
not	mean	that	the	believers	can	just	sit	and	wait,	and	do	nothing.	Otherwise,	the
apostle’s	 summons	would	not	be	necessary.	The	apostle	 says	we	can	work	out
the	sanctification	only	by	God’s	power,	 through	His	Holy	Spirit	within	us,	and
make	 it	 visible.	 When	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 with	 His	 Holy	 Spirit	 lives	 within	 the
believers,	they	feel	aversion	to	sin	and	impurity,	as	they	are	subject	to	the	attacks
of	sin,	the	world,	their	own	sinful	nature,	and	the	devil.	Therefore:	be	filled	with
the	Holy	Spirit!	Every	sincere	believer	receives	the	Holy	Spirit	once	he	repents.
The	Lord	 Jesus	 says	 in	Luke	 11:13	 that	we	may	 pray	 the	Father	 for	 the	Holy
Spirit	whom	He	will	always	give	to	us.	The	Lord	is	faithful,	Who	also	will	do	it!
(Ephesians	6:10-18)

1Thessalonians	 5:23	 Now	 may	 the	 God	 of	 peace	 Himself	 sanctify	 you
completely;	and	may	your	whole	spirit,	soul,	and	body	be	preserved	blameless	at
the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.

2Thessalonians	1:10	when	He	comes,	in	that	Day,	to	be	glorified	in	His	saints
and	to	be	admired	among	all	 those	who	believe,	because	our	 testimony	among
you	was	believed.

2Thessalonians	 2:1	Now,	 brethren,	 concerning	 the	 coming	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus
Christ	and	our	gathering	together	to	Him,	we	ask	you,	2	not	to	be	soon	shaken	in
mind	or	troubled,	either	by	spirit	or	by	word	or	by	letter,	as	if	from	us,	as	though
the	day	of	Christ	had	come.	3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day
will	not	come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,
the	son	of	perdition.

The	 following	 texts	 deal	 with	 the	 revelation	 of	 Jesus	Messiah	 to	 all	 who	 are
expecting	Him.	Then	the	believers	will	be	similar	to	Him,	having	the	same	kind
of	spiritual	body.	A	person	who	does	not	believe	in	the	rapture,	will	notice	little
of	 the	 rapture	 in	 these	 texts.	 But	 if	 a	 person	 believes	 this,	 these	 texts	 are
particularly	rich	in	content.

Hebrews	9:28	so	Christ	was	offered	once	to	bear	the	sins	of	many.	To	those	who
eagerly	wait	for	Him	He	will	appear	a	second	time,	apart	from	sin,	for	salvation.

1Peter	1:7	t	hat	 the	genuineness	of	your	 faith,	being	much	more	precious	 than
gold	that	perishes,	though	it	is	tested	by	fire,	may	be	found	to	praise,	honor,	and
glory	at	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ	(…)	13	Therefore	gird	up	the	loins	of	your
mind,	be	sober,	and	rest	your	hope	fully	upon	the	grace	that	is	to	be	brought	to



you	at	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ.

1Peter	4:13	but	rejoice	to	the	extent	that	you	partake	of	Christ’s	sufferings,	that
when	His	glory	is	revealed,	you	may	also	be	glad	with	exceeding	joy.

1John	 3:2	 Beloved,	 now	 we	 are	 children	 of	 God;	 and	 it	 has	 not	 yet	 been
revealed	what	we	shall	be,	but	we	know	that	when	He	 is	revealed,	we	shall	be
like	Him,	for	we	shall	see	Him	as	He	is.

Revelation	5:9	And	they	sang	a	new	song,	saying:	“You	are	worthy	to	take	the
scroll,	and	to	open	its	seals;	for	You	were	slain,	and	have	redeemed	us	to	God	by
Your	blood	out	of	 every	 tribe	and	 tongue	and	people	and	nation,	10	and	have
made	us	kings	and	priests	to	our	God;	and	we	shall	reign	on	the	earth.”

In	 Revelation	 8,	 the	 seven	 angels	 start	 executing	 the	 judgments.	 This	 is	 the
beginning	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	It	is	remarkable	that	this	takes	place	after	the
censor–first	 filled	 with	 the	 prayers	 of	 the	 saints–has	 been	 filled,	 for	 the
judgment,	with	the	fire	from	the	altar.	This	could	mean	that	there	are	no	longer
saints	on	earth	 to	 fill	 the	censor.	This	 is	 in	 line	with	other	data	 from	Scripture
that	show	that	the	saints	will	be	taken	up	in	heaven	before	the	Great	Tribulation.

Revelation	8:1	When	He	opened	 the	seventh	seal,	 there	was	silence	 in	heaven
for	about	half	an	hour.	2	And	I	saw	the	seven	angels	who	stand	before	God,	and
to	 them	 were	 given	 seven	 trumpets.	 3	 Then	 another	 angel,	 having	 a	 golden
censer,	came	and	stood	at	the	altar.	He	was	given	much	incense,	that	he	should
offer	it	with	the	prayers	of	all	the	saints	upon	the	golden	altar	which	was	before
the	 throne.	 4	 And	 the	 smoke	 of	 the	 incense,	 with	 the	 prayers	 of	 the	 saints,
ascended	before	God	 from	 the	angel’s	hand.	5	Then	 the	angel	 took	 the	censer,
filled	it	with	fire	from	the	altar,	and	threw	it	to	the	earth.	And	there	were	noises,
thunderings,	lightnings,	and	an	earthquake.	6	So	the	seven	angels	who	had	the
seven	 trumpets	 prepared	 themselves	 to	 sound.	 7	 The	 first	 angel	 sounded:	And
hail	and	 fire	 followed,	mingled	with	blood,	and	 they	were	 thrown	 to	 the	earth.
And	a	third	of	the	trees	were	burned	up,	and	all	green	grass	was	burned	up.

In	Revelation	20,	the	Lord	says	that	the	saints	will	reign	with	Him	as	kings	in	the
Millennium.	In	verse	6,	the	Lord	Jesus	Himself	speaks	about	the	believers’	first
resurrection.	 This	will	 take	 place	 simultaneously	with	 the	 rapture.	 If	 a	 person
does	not	believe	these	words	spoken	by	the	Lord,	he	will	detract	from	the	words
of	the	book	of	Revelation;	and	the	Lord	will	detract	his	part	of	the	book	of	life
and	of	the	holy	city.



Revelation	20:4	And	 I	 saw	 thrones,	 and	 they	 sat	 on	 them,	 and	 judgment	was
committed	 to	 them.	Then	 I	 saw	 the	 souls	 of	 those	who	had	been	beheaded	 for
their	witness	to	Jesus	and	for	the	word	of	God,	who	had	not	worshiped	the	beast
or	 his	 image,	 and	 had	 not	 received	 his	 mark	 on	 their	 foreheads	 or	 on	 their
hands.	And	 they	 lived	and	reigned	with	Christ	 for	a	 thousand	years.	5	But	 the
rest	of	the	dead	did	not	live	again	until	the	thousand	years	were	finished.	This	is
the	 first	 resurrection.	 6	 Blessed	 and	 holy	 is	 he	 who	 has	 part	 in	 the	 first
resurrection.	Over	such	the	second	death	has	no	power,	but	they	shall	be	priests
of	God	and	of	Christ,	and	shall	reign	with	Him	a	thousand	years.



79.	Prophecy	on	the	great	tribulation
This	 topic	 brings	 us	 back	 to	 the	 book	 of	Revelation.	 It	 is	 not	my	 intention	 to
explain	this	entire	book.	However,	since	most	chapters	relate	to	Israel,	I	want	to
say	something	about	it.	The	four	major	explanations	given	by	people	on	the	book
of	Revelation	are:

1.	 Most	(or	all)	events	described	in	Revelation	took	place	at	the	end	of	the
first	century.

2.	 The	 book	 of	 Revelation	 gives	 a	 survey	 of	 Church	 history	 from	 the
apostolic	times	to	today.

3.	 The	 book	 of	 Revelation	 is	 considered	 to	 be	 a	 portrayal	 of	 the	 battle
between	good	and	evil.

4.	 The	book	of	Revelation	is	considered	to	be	a	book	with	prophecies	about
events	still	to	come.

Of	these	four	explanations,	the	fourth	approaches	the	book	of	Revelation	in	the
same	way	as	all	 the	other	Bible	books.	 It	 also	 fits	 in	with	 the	 summons	 in	 the
book	of	Revelation	 itself–not	 to	 add	 anything	 to	 it,	 nor	 to	 take	 anything	 away
from	it	(Revelation	1:3;	22:7,10,18,19).

Why	should	believers	study	and	understand	the	book	of	Revelation?

It	is	a	revelation,	not	a	mystery.

It	is	not	sealed	(Revelation	22:10).

He	who	reads	the	book	will	be	blessed	(Revelation	1:3	and	22:7).

The	symbolism	is	biblical,	in	line	with	the	Bible	(Revelation	12:1-3).

The	arrangement	is	simple.

It	 is	mainly	 prophetic;	 it	 concerns	 things	 that	must	 take	 place	 in	 haste
(Revelation	22:7,	10,	18-19).

For	the	major	part,	it	is	a	book	for	Israel.	After	the	rapture	of	the	Church,
Israel	will	occupy	centre	stage	again.



The	book	of	Revelation	has	a	chronological	structure.	According	to	Revelation
1:19,	it	deals	with	the	past,	the	present,	and	the	future:	“Write	the	things	which
you	have	 seen,	 and	 the	 things	which	are,	 and	 the	 things	which	will	 take	place
after	this.”	Revelation	1	states	what	John	has	already	seen.	Revelation	Chapters
2	and	3	deal	with	the	Churches	in	Asia	Minor.	Together	they	form	the	image	of
the	Churches	during	all	 times.	These	 letters	 to	 the	Churches	conclude	with	 the
letter	 to	 the	 Church	 at	 Laodicea,	 an	 apostate	 Church–this	 final	 letter	 gives	 a
picture	of	the	end	times,	the	times	the	Messiah	wondered	about:	would	He	find
faith	upon	His	return?

In	 the	 other	 chapters	 of	 Revelation,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 gives	 a	 survey	 of	 what	 is
going	to	happen	in	the	future.	To	summarize	it:

The	preparation	of	the	Great	Tribulation	(4-5).

The	 breaking	 of	 the	 seven	 seals	 as	 an	 introduction	 to	 the	 Great
Tribulation	(6-7).

The	144,000	Jewish	servants	start	proclaiming	the	Gospel	(7:3-8).

The	result	of	the	testimony	of	the	144,000	(7:9-17).

The	seven	trumpets	containing	the	Great	Tribulation	(8-13).

The	two	witnesses	(11:1-13).

Picture	of	the	144,000	with	the	Lamb	on	Mount	Zion	(14:1-5).

The	proclamation	of	the	Gospel	by	three	angels	(14:6-12).

The	 seven	 bowl	 judgments	 as	 the	 closing	 of	 the	Great	Tribulation	 (15-
18).

The	visible	return	of	the	Messiah	on	earth	(19).

The	messianic	kingdom	(20:1-10).

The	last	judgment	on	satan	and	the	unbelievers	(20:7-15).

The	coming	of	the	new	Jerusalem,	the	new	heaven	and	the	new	earth	(21
and	22:1-5).

Conclusion	and	final	warning,	and	summons	to	repent	(22:6-21).

When	we	do	not	consider	this	chronological	sequence	of	the	book	of	Revelation,



we’re	on	the	wrong	track.	Many	theologians	assume	that	the	book	does	not	deal
with	the	future,	but	that	everything	has	already	happened.	But	how	then	do	they
interpret	Chapters	21	and	22?	In	their	view,	the	establishment	of	God’s	kingdom
on	 earth	 is	 fulfilled	 by	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	Church	on	 earth.	They	do	 not
distinguish	between	the	Lord	Jesus	as	Head	of	His	Church	and	as	King	of	Israel.
They	often	talk	about	the	Lord	Jesus	as	King	of	the	Church,	but	this	expression
is	not	found	in	the	Bible.	It	will	be	evident	that	usually	these	theologians	do	not
see	a	future	for	Israel	either.

St.	Augustine	for	example	taught	 that	 the	Church	is	 the	true	Israel	and	that	 the
people	 of	 Israel	 have	 no	 future	 here	 on	 earth.	 Because	 of	 this	 heresy,	 some
evangelical	Christians	are	inspired	to	establish	Jesus’	kingdom	on	earth,	here	and
now.	They	do	not	distinguish	between	God’s	plan	for	the	Church	and	God’s	plan
for	 Israel.	We	are	clearly	dealing	here	with	 the	 replacement	 theology–meaning
that	 they	 assume	 that	 the	 Church	 has	 taken	 over	 Israel’s	 place.	 God’s	 Word
teaches	us	that	the	Lord	Jesus	must	first	go	to	a	faraway	country	(ascension)	to
accept	 royal	 dignity	 and	 then	 return	 to	 earth	 to	 establish	 His	 kingdom.	 In
Revelation	20:1-6,	we	can	read	that	He	has	accepted	the	kingship.	His	kingship
on	earth	is	linked	up	with	the	future	of	the	people	of	Israel.

A	Jewish	voice	on	the	Great	Tribulation

Rabbi	Hai	Gaon	(in	Taam	Zekenim,	in	Arugas	Habosem	en	in	Otzar	HaGaonim)
has	 said	 that	when	 seven	years	 remain	 of	 the	 years	 comprising	 ‘the	 appointed
time’,	these	will	be	the	years	when	redemption	begins.	Rabbis	from	earlier	times
have	 called	 this	 time	 ‘the	week	when	 the	 son	 of	David	 comes.’	 In	 that	week,
through	 God’s	 Word,	 a	 son	 of	 Joseph	 will	 rise.	 The	 people	 will	 call	 Him
Messiah.	He	will	become	their	King.	The	nations	will	ban	the	Jews	out	of	their
midst.	Many	 Jews	will	 flee	 those	 countries	 and	head	 for	 the	wilderness	where
they	will	 lack	 bread	 and	water,	 and	 suffer	 greatly.	 Furthermore,	 this	 rabbi	 has
said	that	the	Messiah	son	of	Joseph	will	be	killed,	but	suddenly	the	Messiah,	Son
of	David,	will	 appear	 in	 Israel.	 The	Messiah	 son	 of	 Joseph	will	 have	 brought
back	the	Jews	to	the	land	of	their	fathers.

So	this	rabbi	assumes	that	there	are	two	Messiahs:	the	son	of	Joseph	and	the	son
of	David.	But	the	Messiah	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	both!

In	Chapter	7:1-6,	 the	prophet	Micah	gives	a	picture	of	 the	situation	during	 the
Great	Tribulation:



Micah	7:1	Woe	is	me!	For	I	am	like	those	who	gather	summer	fruits,	like	those
who	glean	vintage	grapes;	there	is	no	cluster	to	eat	of	the	first-ripe	fruit	which
my	soul	desires.	2	The	faithful	man	has	perished	from	the	earth,	and	there	is	no
one	 upright	 among	 men.	 They	 all	 lie	 in	 wait	 for	 blood;	 every	 man	 hunts	 his
brother	with	 a	 net.	 3	 That	 they	may	 successfully	 do	 evil	with	 both	 hands–The
prince	asks	 for	gifts,	 the	 judge	seeks	a	bribe,	and	 the	great	man	utters	his	evil
desire;	 so	 they	 scheme	 together.	 4	 The	 best	 of	 them	 is	 like	 a	 brier;	 the	 most
upright	 is	 sharper	 than	 a	 thorn	 hedge;	 the	 day	 of	 your	 watchman	 and	 your
punishment	comes;	now	shall	be	their	perplexity.	5	Do	not	trust	in	a	friend;	do
not	put	your	confidence	in	a	companion;	guard	the	doors	of	your	mouth	from	her
who	lies	in	your	bosom.	6	For	son	dishonors	father,	daughter	rises	against	her
mother,	daughter-in-law	against	her	mother-in-law;	a	man’s	enemies	are	the	men
of	his	own	household.

In	verses	7-10,	a	pious	Jew	speaks	out	his	desire	for	 the	LORD,	as	well	as	his
desire	for	the	end	of	tribulation:

Micah	 7:7	 Therefore	 I	 will	 look	 to	 the	 LORD;	 I	 will	 wait	 for	 the	God	 of	my
salvation;	my	God	will	hear	me.	8	Do	not	 rejoice	over	me,	my	enemy;	when	 I
fall,	I	will	arise;	when	I	sit	in	darkness,	the	LORD	will	be	a	light	to	me.	9	I	will
bear	the	indignation	of	the	LORD,	because	I	have	sinned	against	Him,	until	He
pleads	my	case	and	executes	justice	for	me.	He	will	bring	me	forth	to	the	light;	I
will	 see	His	 righteousness.	10	Then	 she	who	 is	my	enemy	will	 see,	and	 shame
will	cover	her	who	said	 to	me,	“Where	is	 the	LORD	your	God?”	My	eyes	will
see	her;	now	she	will	be	trampled	down	like	mud	in	the	streets.

In	verses	11-14	people	 are	 already	aching	 for	 the	 end	of	 the	Great	Tribulation
and	for	the	beginning	of	the	Millennium:

Micah	7:11	 In	 the	day	when	your	walls	are	 to	be	built,	 in	 that	day	 the	decree
shall	go	far	and	wide.	12	In	that	day	they	shall	come	to	you	from	Assyria	and	the
fortified	cities,	 from	the	 fortress	 to	 the	River,	 from	sea	 to	sea,	and	mountain	 to
mountain.	13	Yet	the	land	shall	be	desolate	because	of	those	who	dwell	in	it,	and
for	the	fruit	of	their	deeds.	14	Shepherd	Your	people	with	Your	staff,	the	flock	of
Your	heritage,	who	dwell	 solitarily	 in	a	woodland,	 in	 the	midst	 of	Carmel;	 let
them	feed	in	Bashan	and	Gilead,	as	in	days	of	old.

The	 latter	 half	 of	 the	 Tribulation	 will	 be	 a	 time	 in	 which	 God	 pours	 out	 His
revenge	 over	 the	 godless,	 as	 has	 never	 been	 seen	 on	 earth	 before.	 Revelation
15:8	states	that	God’s	wrath	is	so	great	that	the	Temple	of	God	in	heaven	is	filled



with	the	smoke	of	His	revenge.	It	is	before	the	latter	half	of	the	Tribulation	that
“The	 sun	 shall	 be	 turned	 into	 darkness,	 and	 the	 moon	 into	 blood,	 before	 the
coming	of	 the	great	and	awesome	day	of	 the	LORD”	(Joel	2:31).	This	sets	 the
fulfillment	 of	 this	 prophecy	 in	 the	 first	 half	 of	 the	Great	 Tribulation,	 just	 like
Revelation	6:12-17	says	it	will	happen.	The	fulfillment	of	this	prophecy	does	not
refer	to	the	current	time	of	grace.

The	apostle	Peter	indicates	what	will	be	fulfilled	in	the	current	time	of	grace:

Acts	2:17	‘	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	the	last	days,	says	God,	that	I	will	pour
out	of	My	Spirit	on	all	flesh;	your	sons	and	your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	your
young	men	shall	see	visions,	your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams.	18	And	on	My
menservants	and	on	My	maidservants	 I	will	 pour	out	My	Spirit	 in	 those	days;
and	 they	shall	prophesy.	19	 I	will	 show	wonders	 in	heaven	above	and	signs	 in
the	earth	beneath:	blood	and	fire	and	vapor	of	smoke.	20	The	sun	shall	be	turned
into	 darkness,	 and	 the	 moon	 into	 blood,	 before	 the	 coming	 of	 the	 great	 and
awesome	day	of	the	LORD.	21	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	whoever	calls	on
the	name	of	the	LORD	shall	be	saved’	(Joel	2:28-32a).

In	 the	first	 term,	only	verses	17	and	18	of	Joel’s	prophecy,	as	quoted	by	Peter,
have	been	fulfilled.	The	second	term	relates	to	Israel’s	repentance	during	the	last
of	 days.	The	 events	 stated	 in	verse	20	 still	 need	 fulfillment.	Therefore,	 it	 says
that	it	will	happen	before	the	‘day	of	the	Lord’	comes.	This	verse	clearly	points
to	 the	 period	 of	 the	 tribulation.	 Peter	 calls	 it	 an	 ‘awesome’	 day;	 in	 other
translations,	we	find	it	rendered	as	‘fearful’,	‘magnificent’,	‘notable’,	‘glorious.’
Some	commentators	see	a	contrast	in	these	words.	In	their	opinion,	Peter	alludes
to	the	first	part	of	the	tribulation,	and	Joel	to	the	second	part.	This	may	be	true,
but	 one	 can	 also	 interpret	 it	 in	 that	 this	 day	will	 be	 a	 ‘glorious’	 day	 for	God,
when	He	 triumphs	over	His	 enemies,	 but	 that	 it	will	 be	 a	 ‘fearful’	 day	 for	 the
wicked.	As	is	also	stated	in:

Proverbs	16:4	The	LORD	has	made	all	for	Himself,	yes,	even	the	wicked	for	the
day	of	doom.

Through	Moses,	the	LORD	warns	of	the	false	prophet	and	the	false	Messiah.	A
similar	warning	was	given	by	 the	Messiah	Jesus	when	on	earth,	and	 later	after
He	had	ascended	to	His	Father.	By	way	of	His	servant	John,	He	then	gave	this
warning	to	His	believers.

Deuteronomy	 13:1	 “If	 there	 arises	 among	 you	 a	 prophet	 or	 a	 dreamer	 of



dreams,	 and	 he	 gives	 you	 a	 sign	 or	 a	 wonder,	 2	 and	 the	 sign	 or	 the	 wonder
comes	 to	pass,	of	which	he	spoke	 to	you,	saying,	 ‘Let	us	go	after	other	gods’–
which	you	have	not	known–‘and	let	us	serve	them,’	3	you	shall	not	listen	to	the
words	 of	 that	 prophet	 or	 that	 dreamer	 of	 dreams,	 for	 the	 LORD	 your	God	 is
testing	you	 to	know	whether	you	 love	 the	LORD	your	God	with	all	 your	heart
and	with	all	your	soul.”

Deuteronomy	28	points	to	the	remnant	of	Israel	that	will	be	present	at	the	end	of
the	Great	Tribulation:

Deuteronomy	28:62	“You	shall	be	left	few	in	number,	whereas	you	were	as	the
stars	of	heaven	in	multitude,	because	you	would	not	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD
your	God.”

The	LORD	speaks	through	His	prophet	Isaiah	about	Israel’s	conversion	after	the
Great	Tribulation.

Isaiah	4:2	In	that	day	the	Branch	of	the	LORD	shall	be	beautiful	and	glorious;
and	the	fruit	of	the	earth	shall	be	excellent	and	appealing	for	those	of	Israel	who
have	escaped.	3	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	he	who	is	left	in	Zion	and	remains
in	Jerusalem	will	be	called	holy–everyone	who	is	recorded	among	the	living	in
Jerusalem.	4	When	the	Lord	has	washed	away	the	filth	of	the	daughters	of	Zion,
and	purged	the	blood	of	Jerusalem	from	her	midst,	by	the	spirit	of	judgment	and
by	the	spirit	of	burning.

Isaiah	10	speaks	about	Israel’s	remnant	after	the	Great	Tribulation.	The	remnant
will	be	large	and	numerous,	but	not	many	will	be	left:

Isaiah	10:20	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	remnant	of	Israel,	and
such	as	have	escaped	of	the	house	of	Jacob,	will	never	again	depend	on	him	who
defeated	them,	but	will	depend	on	the	LORD,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	in	truth.	21
The	 remnant	 will	 return,	 the	 remnant	 of	 Jacob,	 to	 the	 Mighty	 God.	 22	 For
though	your	people,	O	Israel,	be	as	the	sand	of	the	sea,	a	remnant	of	them	will
return;	 the	 destruction	 decreed	 shall	 overflow	 with	 righteousness.	 23	 For	 the
Lord	GOD	of	hosts	will	make	a	determined	end	in	the	midst	of	all	the	land.

Isaiah	 26:20	 Come,	 my	 people,	 enter	 your	 chambers,	 and	 shut	 your	 doors
behind	you;	hide	yourself,	as	it	were,	for	a	little	moment,	until	the	indignation	is
past.	21	For	behold,	the	LORD	comes	out	of	His	place	to	punish	the	inhabitants
of	the	earth	for	their	iniquity;	the	earth	will	also	disclose	her	blood,	and	will	no
more	cover	her	slain.



Isaiah	27:1	In	that	day	the	LORD	with	His	severe	sword,	great	and	strong,	will
punish	Leviathan	the	fleeing	serpent,	Leviathan	that	twisted	serpent;	and	He	will
slay	 the	reptile	 that	 is	 in	 the	sea.	2	 In	 that	day	sing	 to	her,	“A	vineyard	of	red
wine!	3	I,	the	LORD,	keep	it,	I	water	it	every	moment;	lest	any	hurt	it,	I	keep	it
night	and	day.	4	Fury	is	not	in	Me.	Who	would	set	briers	and	thorns	against	Me
in	battle?	 I	would	go	 through	 them,	 I	would	burn	 them	 together.	 5	Or	 let	 him
take	hold	of	My	strength,	 that	he	may	make	peace	with	Me;	and	he	shall	make
peace	with	Me.”

Once	 again,	 in	 Isaiah	 54,	 the	 LORD	 explains	 His	 faithfulness	 towards	 Israel
which	will	be	fully	vented	in	the	Millennium.	Though	the	Great	Tribulation	will
be	a	very	difficult	period,	the	LORD	calls	it	a	‘little	wrath.’	After	this	period,	the
LORD	will	 have	 mercy	 again	 on	 His	 chosen	 people.	 Translations	 differ	 with
respect	to	the	words	‘little	wrath’	(NKJV),	stating:	‘in	overflowing	anger’,	‘in	an
outburst	 of	 anger’,	 ‘in	 a	 surge	 of	 anger’,	 ‘in	 overflowing	 wrath.’	 The	 words
‘little	wrath’	 seem	 to	be	correct,	 since	also	verse	7	points	 to	 this:	 “For	 a	mere
moment	I	have	forsaken	you.”

Isaiah	54:7	“For	a	mere	moment	I	have	forsaken	you,	but	with	great	mercies	I
will	gather	you.	8	With	a	little	wrath	I	hid	My	face	from	you	for	a	moment;	but
with	 everlasting	 kindness	 I	 will	 have	 mercy	 on	 you,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 your
Redeemer.

Jeremiah	16	deals	with	the	persecution	of	the	Jewish	people.	Fishers	and	hunters
will	chase	them,	due	to	unrighteousness	and	unrepentance.	It	could	also	be	that
in	this	way	the	LORD	wants	to	urge	the	Jewish	people	to	go	back	to	the	land	of
Israel:

Jeremiah	 16:16	 “Behold,	 I	 will	 send	 for	 many	 fishermen,”	 says	 the	 LORD,
“and	they	shall	fish	them;	and	afterward	I	will	send	for	many	hunters,	and	they
shall	hunt	them	from	every	mountain	and	every	hill,	and	out	of	the	holes	of	the
rocks.	17	For	My	eyes	are	on	all	their	ways;	they	are	not	hidden	from	My	face,
nor	 is	 their	 iniquity	hidden	 from	My	eyes.	18	And	 first	 I	will	 repay	double	 for
their	iniquity	and	their	sin,	because	they	have	defiled	My	land;	they	have	filled
My	inheritance	with	the	carcasses	of	their	detestable	and	abominable	idols.”

Jeremiah	30	deals	with	the	chastisement	that	Israel	will	experience,	but	also	with
the	 salvation	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 tribulation.	 In	 His	 wrath,	 the	 LORD	 is	 still
thinking	of	His	compassion.	Verses	4-7	concern	His	wrath	and	the	cause	of	His
wrath,	verses	8-11	deal	with	His	compassion.	The	LORD	chastises	Israel,	albeit



in	moderation	as	a	Father.	After	that,	His	grace	and	compassion	will	always	be
there:

Jeremiah	30:4	Now	these	are	the	words	that	the	LORD	spoke	concerning	Israel
and	Judah.	5	“For	thus	says	the	LORD:	‘We	have	heard	a	voice	of	trembling,	of
fear,	and	not	of	peace.	6	Ask	now,	and	see,	whether	a	man	is	ever	in	labor	with
child?	So	why	do	I	see	every	man	with	his	hands	on	his	 loins	 like	a	woman	in
labor,	and	all	 faces	 turned	pale?	7	Alas!	For	 that	day	 is	great,	so	 that	none	 is
like	it;	and	it	is	the	time	of	Jacob’s	trouble,	but	he	shall	be	saved	out	of	it.	8	For
it	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	‘that	I	will	break	his
yoke	from	your	neck,	and	will	burst	your	bonds;	foreigners	shall	no	more	enslave
them.	9	But	they	shall	serve	the	LORD	their	God,	and	David	their	king,	whom	I
will	raise	up	for	them.	10	Therefore	do	not	fear,	O	My	servant	Jacob,’	says	the
LORD,	 ‘nor	be	dismayed,	O	 Israel;	 for	behold,	 I	will	 save	 you	 from	afar,	 and
your	seed	 from	the	 land	of	 their	captivity.	Jacob	shall	return,	have	rest	and	be
quiet,	and	no	one	shall	make	him	afraid.	11	For	I	am	with	you,’	says	the	LORD,
‘to	save	you;	though	I	make	a	full	end	of	all	nations	where	I	have	scattered	you,
yet	I	will	not	make	a	complete	end	of	you.	But	I	will	correct	you	in	justice,	and
will	not	let	you	go	altogether	unpunished.’”

In	 Ezekiel	 20:37,	 the	 prophet	 says	 that	 not	 every	 Israelite	 will	 return	 to	 the
Jewish	 land.	However,	 everybody	will	 leave	 the	 countries	 to	which	he/she	has
gone.	Those	who	rebel	against	 the	LORD	will	not	return,	 i.e.	 those	that	 live	in
enmity	with	the	LORD:

Ezekiel	20:35	“And	I	will	bring	you	into	the	wilderness	of	the	peoples,	and	there
I	will	plead	My	case	with	you	 face	 to	 face.	36	Just	as	 I	pleaded	My	case	with
your	fathers	in	the	wilderness	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	so	I	will	plead	My	case	with
you,”	says	 the	Lord	GOD.	37	“I	will	make	you	pass	under	 the	 rod,	and	 I	will
bring	you	into	the	bond	of	the	covenant;	38	I	will	purge	the	rebels	from	among
you,	and	those	who	transgress	against	Me;	I	will	bring	them	out	of	the	country
where	they	dwell,	but	they	shall	not	enter	the	land	of	Israel.	Then	you	will	know
that	I	am	the	LORD.”

Before	 the	Millennium	dawns,	 Israel	 and	 Jerusalem	will	 experience	 a	 difficult
time,	 the	 time	 of	 the	Great	 Tribulation.	 The	 LORD	 speaks	 of	 a	 ‘furnace’	 and
‘trying.’	But	a	remnant	will	be	saved,	and	that	remnant	will	be	very	large.

Ezekiel	22:18	“Son	of	man,	 the	house	of	 Israel	has	become	dross	 to	Me;	 they
are	all	bronze,	 tin,	 iron,	and	lead,	 in	the	midst	of	a	furnace;	they	have	become



dross	from	silver.	19	Therefore	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	‘Because	you	have	all
become	dross,	therefore	behold,	I	will	gather	you	into	the	midst	of	Jerusalem.	20
As	men	gather	silver,	bronze,	 iron,	 lead,	and	tin	 into	 the	midst	of	a	 furnace,	 to
blow	fire	on	it,	to	melt	it;	so	I	will	gather	you	in	My	anger	and	in	My	fury,	and	I
will	leave	you	there	and	melt	you.	21	Yes,	I	will	gather	you	and	blow	on	you	with
the	fire	of	My	wrath,	and	you	shall	be	melted	in	its	midst.	22	As	silver	is	melted
in	the	midst	of	a	furnace,	so	shall	you	be	melted	in	its	midst;	then	you	shall	know
that	I,	the	LORD,	have	poured	out	My	fury	on	you.’”

In	Matthew	24,	verses	15-28,	the	Lord	Jesus	speaks	about	the	Great	Tribulation
that	will	cover	the	whole	earth	and	also	hit	Israel.	After	the	Tribulation	in	those
days,	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	return	to	reign	as	king	in	the	Millennium.	The	Lord
Jesus	mentions	His	return	in	the	verses	29-31.

Matthew	 24:15	 “Therefore	 when	 you	 see	 the	 ‘abomination	 of	 desolation,’
spoken	of	by	Daniel	the	prophet,	standing	in	the	holy	place”	(whoever	reads,	let
him	understand),	16	then	let	those	who	are	in	Judea	flee	to	the	mountains.	17	Let
him	who	 is	on	 the	housetop	not	go	down	to	 take	anything	out	of	his	house.	18
And	let	him	who	is	in	the	field	not	go	back	to	get	his	clothes.	19	But	woe	to	those
who	are	pregnant	 and	 to	 those	who	are	nursing	babies	 in	 those	days!	 20	And
pray	that	your	flight	may	not	be	in	winter	or	on	the	Sabbath.	21	For	then	there
will	be	great	tribulation,	such	as	has	not	been	since	the	beginning	of	the	world
until	this	time,	no,	nor	ever	shall	be.	22	And	unless	those	days	were	shortened,
no	flesh	would	be	saved;	but	for	the	elect’s	sake	those	days	will	be	shortened.	23
Then	if	anyone	says	to	you,	‘Look,	here	is	the	Christ!’	or	‘There!’	do	not	believe
it.	 24	 For	 false	 christs	 and	 false	 prophets	 will	 rise	 and	 show	 great	 signs	 and
wonders	 to	 deceive,	 if	 possible,	 even	 the	 elect.	 25	 See,	 I	 have	 told	 you
beforehand.	26	Therefore	if	they	say	to	you,	‘Look,	He	is	in	the	desert!’	do	not	go
out;	or	‘Look,	He	is	in	the	inner	rooms!’	do	not	believe	it.	27	For	as	the	lightning
comes	from	the	east	and	flashes	to	the	west,	so	also	will	the	coming	of	the	Son	of
Man	 be.	 28	 For	 wherever	 the	 carcass	 is,	 there	 the	 eagles	 will	 be	 gathered
together.”

What	will	happen	immediately	after	the	Great	Tribulation?

Matthew	24:29	“Immediately	after	the	tribulation	of	those	days	the	sun	will	be
darkened,	and	 the	moon	will	not	give	 its	 light;	 the	 stars	will	 fall	 from	heaven,
and	 the	powers	of	 the	heavens	will	 be	 shaken.	 30	Then	 the	 sign	of	 the	Son	of
Man	will	appear	in	heaven,	and	then	all	the	tribes	of	the	earth	will	mourn,	and



they	will	 see	 the	Son	of	Man	coming	on	 the	 clouds	of	 heaven	with	power	and
great	glory.	31	And	He	will	send	His	angels	with	a	great	sound	of	a	trumpet,	and
they	will	gather	together	His	elect	from	the	four	winds,	from	one	end	of	heaven
to	the	other.”

Daniel	also	spoke	about	the	time	of	the	Great	Tribulation	(Daniel	12:1,	11-13).
He	may	indicate	the	duration	of	the	tribulation.	Both	figures	mean	approximately
a	3.5	year	period.

Daniel	12:1	“At	 that	 time	Michael	shall	stand	up,	 the	great	prince	who	stands
watch	over	the	sons	of	your	people;	and	there	shall	be	a	time	of	trouble,	such	as
never	 was	 since	 there	 was	 a	 nation,	 even	 to	 that	 time.	 And	 at	 that	 time	 your
people	shall	be	delivered,	every	one	who	is	found	written	in	the	book.”	(…)	11
“And	from	the	time	that	the	daily	sacrifice	is	taken	away,	and	the	abomination	of
desolation	is	set	up,	there	shall	be	one	thousand	two	hundred	and	ninety	days.	12
Blessed	 is	 he	 who	 waits,	 and	 comes	 to	 the	 one	 thousand	 three	 hundred	 and
thirty-five	days.	13	But	you,	go	your	way	till	the	end;	for	you	shall	rest,	and	will
arise	to	your	inheritance	at	the	end	of	the	days.”

The	prophet	Zechariah	also	speaks	of	the	time	of	tribulation	for	Jerusalem.

The	 nations	 will	 advance	 towards	 Jerusalem.	 The	 time	 of	 this	 event	 is
approaching,	as	Jerusalem	is	already	a	‘stumbling	stone’	for	many	nations.	But
later,	 the	 nations	 will	 try	 to	 heave	 the	 stone	 away	 and	 give	 it	 the	 place	 they
prefer.	 But	 the	 nations	 err;	 they	 will	 strain	 themselves	 in	 heaving	 that	 stone
away.	Israel	will	defeat	the	nations	because	the	Messiah	makes	a	stand	for	Israel
and	is	going	to	fight	for	Israel.	The	many	stories	in	the	Tanakh	make	it	clear	that
if	the	Lord	makes	a	stand	for	Israel,	the	outcome	is	already	decided	beforehand.

Zechariah	12:2	“Behold,	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	cup	of	drunkenness	to	all	the
surrounding	peoples,	when	they	lay	siege	against	Judah	and	Jerusalem.	3	And	it
shall	happen	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	very	heavy	stone	 for	all
peoples;	 all	 who	would	 heave	 it	 away	will	 surely	 be	 cut	 in	 pieces,	 though	 all
nations	of	the	earth	are	gathered	against	it.”

Zechariah	14:1	Behold,	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	coming,	and	your	spoil	will	be
divided	 in	 your	 midst.	 2	 For	 I	 will	 gather	 all	 the	 nations	 to	 battle	 against
Jerusalem;	 the	 city	 shall	 be	 taken,	 the	houses	 rifled,	 and	 the	women	 ravished.
Half	of	the	city	shall	go	into	captivity,	but	the	remnant	of	the	people	shall	not	be
cut	 off	 from	 the	 city.	 3	 Then	 the	 LORD	 will	 go	 forth	 and	 fight	 against	 those



nations,	as	He	fights	in	the	day	of	battle.	4	And	in	that	day	His	feet	will	stand	on
the	Mount	of	Olives,	which	faces	Jerusalem	on	the	east.	And	the	Mount	of	Olives
shall	be	split	 in	 two,	 from	east	 to	west,	making	a	very	 large	valley;	half	of	 the
mountain	 shall	move	 toward	 the	north	and	half	of	 it	 toward	 the	 south.	5	Then
you	shall	flee	through	My	mountain	valley,	for	the	mountain	valley	shall	reach	to
Azal.	Yes,	you	shall	 flee	as	you	 fled	 from	the	earthquake	 in	 the	days	of	Uzziah
king	of	Judah.	Thus	the	LORD	my	God	will	come,	and	all	the	saints	with	You.

Is	it	possible	to	escape	this	Great	Tribulation?	Yes,	it’s	possible	for	those	who	are
deemed	 worthy	 to	 escape	 these	 things.	 Chapter	 78	 of	 this	 book	 is	 especially
dedicated	to	the	rapture	of	the	believers.

Luke	21:36	“Watch	therefore,	and	pray	always	that	you	may	be	counted	worthy
to	escape	all	these	things	that	will	come	to	pass,	and	to	stand	before	the	Son	of
Man.”

Daniel’s	seventieth	year	week

Daniel	9:26	“And	after	the	sixty-two	weeks	Messiah	shall	be	cut	off,	but	not	for
Himself;	and	the	people	of	the	prince	who	is	to	come	shall	destroy	the	city	and
the	 sanctuary.	 The	 end	 of	 it	 shall	 be	with	 a	 flood,	 and	 till	 the	 end	 of	 the	war
desolations	are	determined.	27	Then	he	shall	confirm	a	covenant	with	many	for
one	week;	but	in	the	middle	of	the	week	He	shall	bring	an	end	to	sacrifice	and
offering.	 And	 on	 the	 wing	 of	 abominations	 shall	 be	 one	 who	 makes	 desolate,
even	 until	 the	 consummation,	 which	 is	 determined,	 Is	 poured	 out	 on	 the
desolate.”

Verse	26	speaks	of	the	prince	who	is,	among	other	things,	described	as	the	little
horn	(Dan.	7:8,	11,	21,	24-26;	8:9,	23-25).

Zechariah	13:8	“And	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass	 in	 all	 the	 land,”	 says	 the	 LORD,
“that	two-thirds	in	it	shall	be	cut	off	and	die,	but	one-third	shall	be	left	in	it:	9	I
will	bring	the	one-third	through	the	fire,	will	refine	them	as	silver	is	refined,	and
test	them	as	gold	is	tested.	They	will	call	on	My	name,	and	I	will	answer	them.	I
will	say,	‘This	is	My	people’;	and	each	one	will	say,	‘The	LORD	is	my	God.’”

Revelation	2	and	3	writes	about	the	struggling	Church	on	earth.	In	Chapter	4,	the
Church	is	already	in	heaven.

In	Revelation	6,	 the	seals	are	opened;	 these	are	going	to	reveal	 to	us	what	will
happen	in	the	time	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	The	Lamb,	the	Messiah	Jesus,	will



open	the	seals.	The	first	four	seals	give	an	idea	of	the	work	of	the	antichrist.	The
person	sitting	on	the	white	horse	is	the	false	messiah,	the	antichrist	himself.	The
fifth	seal	gives	us	a	 look	 into	 the	heavens,	while	 the	sixth	seal	gives	 insight	 in
the	Day	of	the	Lord,	the	wrath	of	the	Lamb	who	sits	on	the	throne.

Judgments	of	seals	two	up	to	five

Revelation	6:1	Now	I	saw	when	the	Lamb	opened	one	of	the	seals;	and	I	heard
one	 of	 the	 four	 living	 creatures	 saying	 with	 a	 voice	 like	 thunder,	 “Come	 and
see.”	2	And	I	 looked,	and	behold,	a	white	horse.	He	who	sat	on	 it	had	a	bow;
and	a	crown	was	given	 to	him,	and	he	went	out	conquering	and	 to	conquer.	3
When	 He	 opened	 the	 second	 seal,	 I	 heard	 the	 second	 living	 creature	 saying,
“Come	and	see.”	4	Another	horse,	fiery	red,	went	out.	And	it	was	granted	to	the
one	who	sat	on	it	 to	take	peace	from	the	earth,	and	that	people	should	kill	one
another;	and	there	was	given	to	him	a	great	sword.	5	When	He	opened	the	third
seal,	 I	 heard	 the	 third	 living	 creature	 say,	 “Come	 and	 see.”	 So	 I	 looked,	 and
behold,	a	black	horse,	and	he	who	sat	on	it	had	a	pair	of	scales	in	his	hand.	6
And	I	heard	a	voice	in	the	midst	of	the	four	living	creatures	saying,	“A	quart	of
wheat	for	a	denarius,	and	three	quarts	of	barley	for	a	denarius;	and	do	not	harm
the	oil	and	the	wine.”	7	When	He	opened	the	fourth	seal,	I	heard	the	voice	of	the
fourth	living	creature	saying,	“Come	and	see.”	8	So	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	pale
horse.	And	the	name	of	him	who	sat	on	it	was	Death,	and	Hades	followed	with
him.	And	power	was	given	to	them	over	a	fourth	of	the	earth,	to	kill	with	sword,
with	hunger,	with	death,	and	by	the	beasts	of	the	earth.	9	When	He	opened	the
fifth	 seal,	 I	 saw	under	 the	 altar	 the	 souls	 of	 those	who	had	been	 slain	 for	 the
word	of	God	and	 for	 the	 testimony	which	 they	 held.	 10	And	 they	 cried	with	 a
loud	 voice,	 saying,	 “How	 long,	 O	 Lord,	 holy	 and	 true,	 until	 You	 judge	 and
avenge	our	blood	on	those	who	dwell	on	the	earth?”	11	Then	a	white	robe	was
given	to	each	of	them;	and	it	was	said	to	them	that	they	should	rest	a	little	while
longer,	 until	 both	 the	 number	 of	 their	 fellow	 servants	 and	 their	 brethren,	 who
would	be	killed	as	they	were,	was	completed.

In	Revelation	7	we	 see	God’s	 love	 and	 grace	 portrayed.	Many	 of	His	 chosen
people	 from	 the	 twelve	 tribes	are	being	sent	out	 to	proclaim	 the	Gospel	 to	 the
nations	of	the	earth.	The	two	witnesses–Moses	and	Elijah–are	also	proclaiming
the	message	of	salvation	and	grace	to	the	entire	world.	Many	will	repent,	but	will
for	 the	greater	part	die	a	martyr’s	death.	For	more	details,	see	Chapters	81	and
82.



In	Revelation	8,	the	seventh	seal	is	opened	concerning	God’s	judgments.

Judgments	of	the	seven	angels	with	the	seven	trumpets

In	 heaven,	 there	will	 first	 be	 a	 half-hour	 silence.	 Various	 explanations	 can	 be
given	for	it.	In	my	view,	the	most	probable	thing	is	that	it	pictures	God’s	love.	It
is	 His	 love	 that	 makes	 Him	 hesitate	 to	 have	 this	 strange	 work	 done–strange
because	it	is	in	sharp	contrast	with	His	love.	A	new	period	begins.	The	believers
have	been	taken	up	in	heaven	or	have	died	as	martyrs.	The	angel	with	the	censer
filled	with	 prayers	 of	 all	 the	 saints	 has	 completed	 his	work:	 the	 prayers	 have
been	 brought	 before	 God’s	 throne,	 and	 the	 saints	 are	 in	 heaven.	 The	 empty
censer	is	now	filled	with	fire	and	thrown	to	the	earth.	At	that	time,	the	Restrainer
(the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	Church)	is	no	longer	on	earth.	On	the	contrary,	the	souls
of	 the	martyrs	 under	 the	 altar	 are	 asking	 the	 LORD	when	 their	 blood	will	 be
revenged	and	God’s	judgment	take	place.

In	Revelation	9,	the	nations	will	get	another	chance	to	repent.	People	who	have
the	seal	of	God	on	their	forehead	will	not	be	harmed.	Neither	will	the	144,000,
who	will	be	sent	out	as	God’s	servants.

Revelation	 10	 shows	 that	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 (the	Mighty	 Angel)	 has	 everything
under	control.

Revelation	12	is	an	in-between	chapter.	It	is	the	key	of	the	book	of	Revelation
and	 of	 the	 entire	 salvation	 history.	 Before	 John’s	 eyes,	 God	 is	 painting	 a
summary	of	the	revelation	of	salvation.	The	woman	in	this	chapter	is	Israel	who
brings	forth	the	Messiah.

The	sun,	moon	and	stars	point	to	the	history	of	Joseph.	Just	as	the	brothers	bow
before	Joseph,	so	will	Israel	bow	before	the	Messiah.

The	 dragon	 is	 satan	 who	 hates	 the	 woman	 (Israel)	 and	 has	 been	 trying	 to
exterminate	 her	 throughout	 the	 centuries.	 His	 hatred	 also	 turns	 against	 the
Messiah	and	all	those	who	believe	in	Him.	Her	child–i.e.,	the	Messiah,	and	His
Church	 (rapture)–is	 being	 snatched	 away.	 The	 woman	 remains,	 so	 all	 satan’s
hatred	 is	 then	 aimed	 at	 her	 (Israel).	 However,	 Israel	 is	 kept	 safe	 in	 the
wilderness,	the	earth.	This	is	the	same	image	as	Elijah,	who	was	also	fed	in	the
wilderness	for	3.5	years.

Revelation	12:6	Then	the	woman	fled	into	the	wilderness,	where	she	has	a	place
prepared	by	God,	that	they	should	feed	her	there	one	thousand	two	hundred	and



sixty	days.	(…)	17	And	the	dragon	was	enraged	with	the	woman,	and	he	went	to
make	war	with	the	rest	of	her	offspring,	who	keep	the	commandments	of	God	and
have	the	testimony	of	Jesus	Christ.

In	Revelation	14,	God	will	 once	more	 send	out	 three	 angels	 into	 the	world	 to
warn	the	people	so	they	repent	and	do	not	worship	the	beast,	the	antichrist.

Revelation	15-18	deals	with	 the	seven	angels	with	 the	seven	bowls	containing
the	judgments	to	be	poured	out	upon	the	earth.

The	devil’s	trinity

Ever	 since	 the	 beginning	 of	 this	 world,	 as	 recorded	 in	 Genesis,	 satan	 or	 the
dragon	has	been	a	liar,	deceiver	and	murderer.	In	everything,	he	tries	to	imitate
God	and	become	equal	to	Him.	During	the	Great	Tribulation,	he	strengthens	his
demonic	means	by	creating	his	own	 trinity:	 satan	 (dragon)	as	God,	 the	Father;
the	beast	as	the	Son,	and	the	false	prophet	as	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	false	prophet
imitates	 the	Holy	Spirit;	 he	 doesn’t	 claim	attention	 for	 himself,	 but	 directs	 his
attention	and	false	worship	to	the	beast,	the	antichrist–in	a	way	analogous	to	how
the	Holy	Spirit	directs	all	attention	to	the	Son.

Revelation	16:13	And	 I	 saw	 three	unclean	 spirits	 like	 frogs	 coming	out	of	 the
mouth	of	the	dragon,	out	of	the	mouth	of	the	beast,	and	out	of	the	mouth	of	the
false	prophet.	14	For	they	are	spirits	of	demons,	performing	signs,	which	go	out
to	the	kings	of	the	earth	and	of	the	whole	world,	to	gather	them	to	the	battle	of
that	great	day	of	God	Almighty.	15	“Behold,	I	am	coming	as	a	thief.	Blessed	is
he	who	watches,	 and	 keeps	 his	 garments,	 lest	 he	walk	 naked	and	 they	 see	 his
shame.”	 16	 And	 they	 gathered	 them	 together	 to	 the	 place	 called	 in	 Hebrew,
Armageddon.

On	 behalf	 of	 the	 LORD,	 the	 prophet	 speaks	 about	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation.

After	the	Great	Tribulation,	the	LORD	will	have	a	nation	remain	that	is	poor	in
spirit	 and	 thus	made	 ready	 to	 receive	 the	Holy	Spirit	 and	 repent.	They	will	be
happy	 and	 cheerful	 again.	 The	 judgments	 have	 been	 taken	 away,	 and	 Israel’s
enemies	have	been	wiped	out	by	their	king,	the	Messiah.	And	He,	the	Messiah,
God’s	Son,	will	live	in	their	midst	as	God.

Zephaniah	3:11	“In	that	day	you	shall	not	be	shamed	for	any	of	your	deeds	 in
which	you	transgress	against	Me;	for	then	I	will	take	away	from	your	midst	those



who	 rejoice	 in	 your	 pride,	 and	 you	 shall	 no	 longer	 be	 haughty	 in	 My	 holy
mountain.	 12	 I	 will	 leave	 in	 your	midst	 a	meek	 and	 humble	 people,	 and	 they
shall	 trust	 in	 the	 name	 of	 the	 LORD.	 13	 The	 remnant	 of	 Israel	 shall	 do	 no
unrighteousness	and	speak	no	lies,	nor	shall	a	deceitful	tongue	be	found	in	their
mouth;	for	they	shall	feed	their	flocks	and	lie	down,	And	no	one	shall	make	them
afraid.”	14	Sing,	O	daughter	of	Zion!	Shout,	O	Israel!	Be	glad	and	rejoice	with
all	 your	 heart,	O	 daughter	 of	 Jerusalem!	 15	 The	 LORD	has	 taken	 away	 your
judgments,	He	has	cast	out	your	enemy.	The	King	of	Israel,	the	LORD,	is	in	your
midst;	 You	 shall	 see	 disaster	 no	 more.	 16	 In	 that	 day	 it	 shall	 be	 said	 to
Jerusalem:	“Do	not	fear;	Zion,	let	not	your	hands	be	weak.	17	The	LORD	your
God	 in	 your	 midst,	 the	Mighty	 One,	 will	 save;	 He	 will	 rejoice	 over	 you	 with
gladness,	He	will	quiet	you	with	His	love,	He	will	rejoice	over	you	with	singing.”



80.	The	kingdom	of	the	antichrist.
The	beast	in	the	temple
The	book	of	Revelation	is	a	book	of	decisions.	The	inhabitants	of	the	earth	have
to	choose	with	respect	to	their	eternal	destination:	an	eternal	life	in	heaven	or	an
eternal	 life	 in	 hell;	 the	 choice	 between	 the	Creator	 and	 satan,	 a	 created	 being.
This	 is	 also	 clearly	 shown	 in	 the	 fourteenth	 chapter	of	Revelation.	Chapter	13
revealed	the	spiritual	background	of	the	events	taking	place	on	earth	and	leading
up	to	the	middle	of	this	period	and	the	beginning	of	the	second	half	of	Daniel’s
seventieth	week.

Satan,	the	beast	(antichrist)	and	the	false	prophet	form	an	unholy	trinity–working
together	to	control	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth.	Satan	uses	his	old	strategies	on	a
large	 scale.	 Military,	 political,	 religious	 and	 economic	 controls	 are	 being
performed	 on	 earth	 by	 the	 risen	 antichrist	 and	 the	 false	 prophet.	 Everybody
refusing	 to	 follow	 the	 beast	will	 be	 persecuted	 and	 killed.	Apart	 from	 a	 small
group	of	Jews	who	escape	to	the	wilderness	(Revelation	12),	the	entire	world	is
under	satan’s	control	during	the	second	half	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	This	results
in	a	last	confrontation	with	Israel	at	Armageddon.	In	His	grace,	God	intervenes
in	this	situation	that	is	almost	hopeless	for	these	people.

In	 a	 vision,	 the	 prophet	 Daniel	 saw	 the	 activities	 of	 the	 antichrist.	 This	 is
recorded	in	Daniel	7:1-15.	Daniel	7:3-6	states	 there	are	 three	dreadful	animals,
representing	different	kingdoms,	while	verse	7	mentions	a	fourth	animal,	a	final
great	kingdom,	even	more	dreadful	than	the	first	three.	In	this	last	kingdom,	the
antichrist’s	kingdom	is	fully	revealed,	as	well	as	another	celebrity	not	previously
known.	Daniel	saw	the	antichrist	coming	up	like	‘a	little	horn’	(verse	8).

Daniel	 7:7	“	After	 this	 I	 saw	 in	 the	 night	 visions,	 and	 behold,	 a	 fourth	 beast,
dreadful	 and	 terrible,	 exceedingly	 strong.	 It	 had	 huge	 iron	 teeth;	 it	 was
devouring,	 breaking	 in	 pieces,	 and	 trampling	 the	 residue	 with	 its	 feet.	 It	 was
different	 from	all	 the	beasts	 that	were	before	 it,	 and	 it	 had	 ten	horns.	 8	 I	was
considering	 the	 horns,	 and	 there	 was	 another	 horn,	 a	 little	 one,	 coming	 up
among	them,	before	whom	three	of	the	first	horns	were	plucked	out	by	the	roots.
And	there,	in	this	horn,	were	eyes	like	the	eyes	of	a	man,	and	a	mouth	speaking
pompous	words.”

The	antichrist’s	kingdom,	fortunately,	is	not	infinite.	The	LORD	Himself	makes



an	end	to	it	by	way	of	the	fire	of	His	wrath.	What	a	great	comfort	this	is	for	all
the	believers	who	are	persecuted	because	of	 their	 faith,	and	for	 those	who	will
yet	be	persecuted.	They	may	be	killed	because	of	 their	 faith,	but	 the	crown	of
righteousness	 is	awaiting	them.	The	eternal	glory	that	God	has	prepared	for	all
His	children	is	for	them.

Daniel	7:9	“I	watched	 till	 thrones	were	put	 in	place,	and	 the	Ancient	of	Days
was	seated;	His	garment	was	white	as	snow,	and	the	hair	of	His	head	was	like
pure	wool.	His	 throne	was	 a	 fiery	 flame,	 its	wheels	 a	 burning	 fire;	 10	 a	 fiery
stream	issued	and	came	forth	from	before	Him.	A	thousand	thousands	ministered
to	 Him;	 ten	 thousand	 times	 ten	 thousand	 stood	 before	 Him.	 The	 court	 was
seated,	and	 the	books	were	opened.	11	I	watched	 then	because	of	 the	sound	of
the	pompous	words	which	 the	horn	was	speaking;	 I	watched	 till	 the	beast	was
slain,	and	its	body	destroyed	and	given	to	the	burning	flame.	12	As	for	the	rest	of
the	beasts,	 they	had	 their	dominion	 taken	away,	yet	 their	 lives	were	prolonged
for	a	season	and	a	time.”

After	the	beast’s	death	and	satan’s	confinement	for	a	certain	time	until	the	end	of
the	Millennium,	the	Messiah	will	reign	as	king.	However,	His	dominion	will	not
only	be	for	a	thousand-year	period,	but	will	be	eternal.	And	all	peoples,	nations,
and	languages	should	serve	Him.

Daniel	7:13	“I	was	watching	in	the	night	visions,	and	behold,	One	like	the	Son
of	Man,	coming	with	the	clouds	of	heaven!	He	came	to	the	Ancient	of	Days,	and
they	 brought	Him	 near	 before	Him.	 14	 Then	 to	Him	was	 given	 dominion	 and
glory	and	a	kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages	should	serve	Him.
His	 dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting	 dominion,	which	 shall	 not	 pass	 away,	 and	His
kingdom	the	one	which	shall	not	be	destroyed.”

After	 this	 vision,	Daniel	 receives	 the	 following	 explanation.	What	 has	 not	 yet
been	seen	in	the	vision,	was	the	position	of	the	saints,	the	believers,	during	the
Great	Tribulation.	But	they	had	been	taken	up,	hadn’t	they?	Yes,	that’s	true,	but
also	during	this	tribulation	period	people	will	come	to	faith	in	the	Messiah.	This
will	 be	 the	 result	 of	 the	 proclamation	 by	God’s	 144,000	 servants,	 by	 the	 two
witnesses	and	the	angel.	However,	they	will	have	to	pay	for	their	faith	with	their
lives.	Later,	as	martyrs,	they	will	stand	around	God’s	throne.

Daniel	 7:23	 “Thus	 he	 said:	 ‘The	 fourth	 beast	 shall	 be	 a	 fourth	 kingdom	 on
earth,	 which	 shall	 be	 different	 from	 all	 other	 kingdoms,	 and	 shall	 devour	 the
whole	 earth,	 trample	 it	 and	break	 it	 in	pieces.	 24	The	 ten	horns	are	 ten	 kings



who	shall	arise	from	this	kingdom.	And	another	shall	rise	after	them;	He	shall	be
different	 from	 the	 first	 ones,	 and	 shall	 subdue	 three	 kings.	 25	He	 shall	 speak
pompous	words	 against	 the	Most	High,	 shall	 persecute	 the	 saints	 of	 the	Most
High,	and	shall	 intend	to	change	times	and	law.	Then	the	saints	shall	be	given
into	 his	 hand	 for	 a	 time	 and	 times	 and	 half	 a	 time.	 26	But	 the	 court	 shall	 be
seated,	and	they	shall	take	away	his	dominion,	to	consume	and	destroy	it	forever.
27	Then	the	kingdom	and	dominion,	and	the	greatness	of	the	kingdoms	under	the
whole	 heaven,	 shall	 be	 given	 to	 the	 people,	 the	 saints	 of	 the	Most	 High.	 His
kingdom	 is	 an	 everlasting	 kingdom,	 and	 all	 dominions	 shall	 serve	 and	 obey
Him.’”

Daniel’s	seventieth	year	week

This	prophecy	is	about	the	Messiah	who	will	die	for	the	sins	of	His	people.	But
this	 text	 also	 speaks	 about	 the	 end	 times	 when	 the	 city	 of	 Jerusalem	 and	 the
sanctuary	will	be	destroyed.	This	does	not	refer	to	the	destruction	in	the	year	70
AD	 by	 the	 Roman	 general	 Titus.	 His	 conduct	 does	 not	 correspond	 to	 the
description	in	verse	27.

Daniel	9:27	“Then	he	shall	confirm	a	covenant	with	many	for	one	week;	but	in
the	middle	of	the	week	he	shall	bring	an	end	to	sacrifice	and	offering.	And	on	the
wing	 of	 abominations	 shall	 be	 one	 who	 makes	 desolate,	 even	 until	 the
consummation,	which	is	determined,	is	poured	out	on	the	desolate.”

In	Daniel	 12,	 it	 is	 foretold	 that	 the	 archangel	Michael	will	 save	 the	 people	 of
Israel	from	the	Great	Tribulation–but	only	those	whose	names	have	been	written
in	the	Book.

Daniel	12:1	“At	 that	 time	Michael	shall	stand	up,	 the	great	prince	who	stands
watch	over	the	sons	of	your	people;	and	there	shall	be	a	time	of	trouble,	such	as
never	 was	 since	 there	 was	 a	 nation,	 even	 to	 that	 time.	 And	 at	 that	 time	 your
people	shall	be	delivered,	every	one	who	is	found	written	in	the	book.”

The	 Messiah	 Jesus	 also	 speaks	 about	 the	 ‘abomination	 of	 desolation’	 (in
Matthew	24:15)	that	will	hit	the	holy	place:

Matthew	 24:15	 “Therefore	 when	 you	 see	 the	 ‘abomination	 of	 desolation,’
spoken	of	by	Daniel	the	prophet,	standing	in	the	holy	place”	(whoever	reads,	let
him	understand),	16	“then	let	those	who	are	in	Judea	flee	to	the	mountains.”

The	 king	 of	 the	 north	 is	 the	 ‘lawless	 one’,	 about	 whom	 is	 spoken	 in



2Thessalonians	2:

2Thessalonians	2:3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not
come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son
of	perdition,	4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	 that	 is	called	God	or
that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing	himself
that	he	is	God.	5	Do	you	not	remember	that	when	I	was	still	with	you	I	told	you
these	things?	6	And	now	you	know	what	is	restraining,	that	he	may	be	revealed
in	his	own	 time.	7	For	 the	mystery	of	 lawlessness	 is	already	at	work;	only	He
who	now	 restrains	will	 do	 so	until	He	 is	 taken	out	of	 the	way.	8	And	 then	 the
lawless	one	will	be	revealed,	whom	the	Lord	will	consume	with	the	breath	of	His
mouth	 and	 destroy	 with	 the	 brightness	 of	 His	 coming.	 9	 The	 coming	 of	 the
lawless	one	is	according	to	the	working	of	Satan,	with	all	power,	signs,	and	lying
wonders,	 10	 and	 with	 all	 unrighteous	 deception	 among	 those	 who	 perish,
because	they	did	not	receive	the	love	of	the	truth,	that	they	might	be	saved.

The	 two	 horses	 described	 in	Revelation	 6:2-4	 are	 images	 of	 the	 antichrist.	He
starts	 with	 tactics	 of	 peace	 and	 security	 in	 order	 to	 conquer	 the	 world.	 Later
however,	 he	will	 use	 the	 sword	 to	 kill	 his	 enemies.	 The	 person	 sitting	 on	 the
white	horse	is	not	the	Messiah,	as	is	often	argued,	but	an	image	of	the	antichrist,
as	an	angel	of	light,	who	gives	the	idea	that	he	has	all	power	on	earth:

Revelation	6:2	And	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	white	horse.	He	who	sat	on	it	had	a
bow;	and	a	crown	was	given	to	him,	and	he	went	out	conquering	and	to	conquer.
3	When	He	opened	 the	 second	seal,	 I	heard	 the	 second	 living	creature	 saying,
“Come	and	see.”	4	Another	horse,	fiery	red,	went	out.	And	it	was	granted	to	the
one	who	sat	on	it	 to	take	peace	from	the	earth,	and	that	people	should	kill	one
another;	and	there	was	given	to	him	a	great	sword.	5	When	He	opened	the	third
seal,	 I	 heard	 the	 third	 living	 creature	 say,	 “Come	 and	 see.”	 So	 I	 looked,	 and
behold,	a	black	horse,	and	he	who	sat	on	it	had	a	pair	of	scales	in	his	hand.

The	beast	from	the	sea

The	 beast	 from	 the	 sea,	 as	 mentioned	 in	 Revelation	 13,	 shows	 all	 the
characteristics	 of	 the	 antichrist	 described	 in	 the	 book	 of	Daniel.	 It	makes	 one
think	of	the	four	beasts	in	Daniel	7.	Now	however,	those	four	beasts	have	been
united,	forming	a	unity	to	upset	God’s	plan.	The	Lord	Jesus	says	in	John	14:9:
“He	who	has	seen	Me	has	seen	 the	Father.”	Similarly,	 the	beast	 rises	up	from
the	sea,	bearing	the	description	of	the	dragon.	There	is	a	remarkable	comparison
of	this	description	with	what	is	described	in:



Revelation	12:3	And	another	sign	appeared	in	heaven:	behold,	a	great,	fiery	red
dragon	having	seven	heads	and	ten	horns,	and	seven	diadems	on	his	heads.

The	beast	rises	up	from	the	sea.	It	is	very	probable	that	‘the	sea’	is	considered	to
be	the	sea	of	people,	i.e.	peoples,	nations.	Revelation	17	also	talks	about	a	beast
on	which	a	harlot	is	sitting:

Revelation	17:15	Then	he	 said	 to	me,	“The	waters	which	 you	 saw,	where	 the
harlot	sits,	are	peoples,	multitudes,	nations,	and	tongues	(…)	18	And	the	woman
whom	you	saw	is	that	great	city	which	reigns	over	the	kings	of	the	earth.”

The	peoples	and	nations	on	the	earth,	in	the	power	of	sin,	look	like	a	sea	polluted
by	 wars,	 revolutions,	 plagues	 etc.	 It	 involves	 the	 last	 period	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	The	saints	will	be	persecuted	so	badly	that	most	of	them	will	die	a
martyr’s	death.	We	can	also	read	about	this	in:

Daniel	 7:25	 He	 shall	 speak	 pompous	 words	 against	 the	 Most	 High,	 shall
persecute	the	saints	of	the	Most	High,	and	shall	intend	to	change	times	and	law.
Then	the	saints	shall	be	given	into	his	hand	for	a	time	and	times	and	half	a	time.

In	Revelation	13:7,	we	read	about	the	same	as	in	Daniel	7:25.

The	first	beast	 in	Revelation	13	has	a	mouth	like	 that	of	a	 lion.	This	makes	us
think	of	what	the	apostle	Peter	writes	about	the	roaring	lion	who	seeks	whom	he
may	 devour.	 This	 beast	 is	 out	 to	 devour	 people.	 Satan	 himself,	 however,	 is	 a
spiritual	power	and	works	through	people,	the	antichrist.

The	second	beast	 is	a	bear,	another	picture	of	satan.	In	Proverbs	28:15	the	evil
man	is	compared	with	a	charging	bear	that	rules	over	poor	people.

The	third	beast	is	like	a	leopard.	In	Habakkuk	1:8	the	Chaldeans	are	compared
with	 leopards,	 sent	 out	 to	 destroy	 the	 people	 of	 Judah.	 Another	 of	 satan’s
appearances.	He	is	out	to	destroy	God’s	chosen	people.	See	also	Daniel	7:4-8.

Revelation	13:1	Then	I	stood	on	the	sand	of	the	sea.	And	I	saw	a	beast	rising	up
out	of	the	sea,	having	seven	heads	and	ten	horns,	and	on	his	horns	ten	crowns,
and	on	his	heads	a	blasphemous	name.	2	Now	the	beast	which	I	saw	was	like	a
leopard,	his	feet	were	like	the	feet	of	a	bear,	and	his	mouth	like	the	mouth	of	a
lion.	The	dragon	gave	him	his	 power,	 his	 throne,	 and	great	 authority.	 3	And	 I
saw	one	of	his	heads	as	if	it	had	been	mortally	wounded,	and	his	deadly	wound
was	 healed.	 And	 all	 the	 world	 marveled	 and	 followed	 the	 beast.	 4	 So	 they
worshiped	the	dragon	who	gave	authority	to	the	beast;	and	they	worshiped	the



beast,	 saying,	“Who	 is	 like	 the	beast?	Who	 is	able	 to	make	war	with	him?”	5
And	he	was	given	a	mouth	speaking	great	 things	and	blasphemies,	and	he	was
given	authority	to	continue	for	forty-two	months.	6	Then	he	opened	his	mouth	in
blasphemy	against	God,	to	blaspheme	His	name,	His	tabernacle,	and	those	who
dwell	 in	 heaven.	 7	 It	 was	 granted	 to	 him	 to	make	war	with	 the	 saints	 and	 to
overcome	 them.	 And	 authority	 was	 given	 him	 over	 every	 tribe,	 tongue,	 and
nation.	8	All	who	dwell	on	 the	 earth	will	worship	him,	whose	names	have	not
been	written	 in	 the	Book	 of	 Life	 of	 the	Lamb	 slain	 from	 the	 foundation	 of	 the
world.	9	If	anyone	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear.	10	He	who	leads	into	captivity	shall
go	into	captivity;	he	who	kills	with	the	sword	must	be	killed	with	the	sword.	Here
is	the	patience	and	the	faith	of	the	saints.	11	Then	I	saw	another	beast	coming	up
out	of	the	earth,	and	he	had	two	horns	like	a	lamb	and	spoke	like	a	dragon.	12
And	he	exercises	all	 the	authority	of	 the	first	beast	 in	his	presence,	and	causes
the	 earth	 and	 those	 who	 dwell	 in	 it	 to	 worship	 the	 first	 beast,	 whose	 deadly
wound	was	healed.	13	He	performs	great	signs,	so	that	he	even	makes	fire	come
down	 from	heaven	on	 the	 earth	 in	 the	 sight	 of	men.	 14	And	he	deceives	 those
who	dwell	on	the	earth	by	those	signs	which	he	was	granted	to	do	in	the	sight	of
the	 beast,	 telling	 those	who	dwell	 on	 the	 earth	 to	make	an	 image	 to	 the	 beast
who	was	wounded	 by	 the	 sword	 and	 lived.	 15	He	was	 granted	 power	 to	 give
breath	to	the	image	of	the	beast,	 that	the	image	of	the	beast	should	both	speak
and	cause	as	many	as	would	not	worship	the	image	of	the	beast	to	be	killed.	16
He	causes	all,	both	small	and	great,	rich	and	poor,	free	and	slave,	to	receive	a
mark	on	their	right	hand	or	on	their	foreheads,	17	and	that	no	one	may	buy	or
sell	except	one	who	has	the	mark	or	the	name	of	the	beast,	or	the	number	of	his
name.	18	Here	is	wisdom.	Let	him	who	has	understanding	calculate	the	number
of	the	beast,	for	it	is	the	number	of	a	man:	His	number	is	666.

The	fourth	beast	in	Revelation	13	largely	matches	the	fourth	beast	in	Daniel	7:7.
The	illustration	is	more	complete	in	Revelation	13.	We	read	the	meaning	of	this
fourth	beast	in:

Daniel	 7:23	 “Thus	 he	 said:	 ‘The	 fourth	 beast	 shall	 be	 a	 fourth	 kingdom	 on
earth,	 which	 shall	 be	 different	 from	 all	 other	 kingdoms,	 and	 shall	 devour	 the
whole	earth,	trample	it	and	break	it	in	pieces.’”

The	 four	 beasts	 in	 Daniel	 7	 and	 the	 beast	 in	 Revelation	 13	 point	 to	 satan’s
worldwide	power	and	rule,	functioning	as	antichrist.	Whether	it	will	take	shape
in	one	global	government,	is	not	clear.	It	could	just	as	well	be	a	combination	of
governments,	countries	and	peoples.	The	beast	 is	 the	 incarnation	of	 the	dragon



that	possesses	all	 the	kingdoms	of	 this	world.	 In	Matthew	4:9	he	offered	 these
kingdoms	 to	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus,	 but	 the	 latter	 wounded	 satan	 fatally	 and
guarantees	satan’s	eternal	damnation.	The	unbelieving	world	however,	does	not
know	satan	is	a	conquered	enemy.	When	the	time	arrives,	he	will	first	be	bound
for	a	thousand	years	during	which	time	he	cannot	execute	power	anymore.	After
that,	he	will	be	 released	 for	 a	 short	period	of	 time,	 and	ultimately	 thrown	 into
hell	for	all	eternity.

Revelation	17:8	“The	beast	that	you	saw	was,	and	is	not,	and	will	ascend	out	of
the	 bottomless	 pit	 and	 go	 to	 perdition.	And	 those	who	 dwell	 on	 the	 earth	will
marvel,	whose	names	are	not	written	in	the	Book	of	Life	from	the	foundation	of
the	world,	when	they	see	the	beast	that	was,	and	is	not,	and	yet	is.	9	Here	is	the
mind	 which	 has	 wisdom:	 The	 seven	 heads	 are	 seven	 mountains	 on	 which	 the
woman	sits.	10	There	are	also	seven	kings.	Five	have	fallen,	one	is,	and	the	other
has	not	yet	come.	And	when	he	comes,	he	must	continue	a	short	time.	11	And	the
beast	that	was,	and	is	not,	is	himself	also	the	eighth,	and	is	of	the	seven,	and	is
going	 to	 perdition.	 12	 The	 ten	 horns	 which	 you	 saw	 are	 ten	 kings	 who	 have
received	no	kingdom	as	yet,	but	they	receive	authority	for	one	hour	as	kings	with
the	beast.	13	These	are	of	one	mind,	and	they	will	give	their	power	and	authority
to	the	beast.	14	These	will	make	war	with	the	Lamb,	and	the	Lamb	will	overcome
them,	for	He	is	Lord	of	lords	and	King	of	kings;	and	those	who	are	with	Him	are
called,	chosen,	and	faithful.”	15	Then	he	said	to	me,	“The	waters	which	you	saw,
where	the	harlot	sits,	are	peoples,	multitudes,	nations,	and	tongues.	16	And	the
ten	 horns	 which	 you	 saw	 on	 the	 beast,	 these	 will	 hate	 the	 harlot,	 make	 her
desolate	and	naked,	eat	her	flesh	and	burn	her	with	fire.	17	For	God	has	put	it
into	 their	 hearts	 to	 fulfill	 His	 purpose,	 to	 be	 of	 one	 mind,	 and	 to	 give	 their
kingdom	 to	 the	 beast,	 until	 the	words	 of	God	 are	 fulfilled.	 18	And	 the	woman
whom	you	saw	is	that	great	city	which	reigns	over	the	kings	of	the	earth.”

Revelation	13:16	He	causes	all,	both	small	and	great,	rich	and	poor,	 free	and
slave,	to	receive	a	mark	on	their	right	hand	or	on	their	foreheads.

The	Bible	explains	that,	broadly	speaking,	six	stands	for	man.	However,	here	we
see	 this	figure	 three	 times	 in	a	row;	 this	symbolizes	 that	 the	antichrist	presents
itself	 as	 the	 absolute,	 supreme	 human	 being.	 The	 figure	 expresses	 satan’s
desperate	attempts	to	become	equal	to	Jesus,	to	be	equal	to	God.	Three	times	six
symbolizes	 the	 highest	 form	 of	 anger	 that	 has	 ever	 been	 on	 this	 earth.	 Once
again,	 the	 figure	666	 symbolizes	 the	demonic	 trinity	 (Revelation	16:13).	He	 is
‘the	man	of	sin’.	He	is	the	personification	of	the	devil,	and	will	herald	the	final



stage	in	human	history.	The	arrival	of	this	‘beast’	is	a	catastrophe	for	this	world
as	there	has	never	been	one	like	it.	The	Bible	makes	clear	that	he	will	flood	the
earth	with	 crimes	 and	wickedness,	 but	will	 eventually	 be	 defeated	 by	 the	 real
Savior.	John	was	the	first	to	call	him	antichrist	(John	2:18	and	2:22).	It	is	man’s
last	attempt	to	reach	peace	and	comfort	outside	of	God.	This	leader	will	appear
in	the	period	preceding	the	Millennium.	He	is	God’s	opponent	and	man’s	enemy.

The	antichrist	and	the	prince	are	often	considered	to	be	one	and	the	same	person.
However,	Revelation	13	speaks	of	a	beast	rising	up	out	of	 the	sea,	 that	will	be
the	‘little	horn’,	the	political	world	leader.

The	 second	 beast	 is	 coming	 from	 the	 earth,	 the	 antichrist,	 a	 name	 that	 only
occurs	in	letters	written	by	the	apostle	John.	The	first	meaning	of	‘antichrist’	is
not	‘against	Christ’,	but	‘instead	of	Christ’,	as	the	Greek	says:	a	pseudo	Christ,	a
false	Christ.	The	beast	 from	the	earth	has	‘horns	 like	a	 lamb’,	so	he	 looks	 like
Christ	but	he	speaks	like	a	dragon	(satan).	He	seduces	mankind	with	great	signs
(verse	13),	as	also	the	signs	of	the	Lord	Jesus	witnessed	to	Him	(cf.	John	3:2).

The	Lord	Jesus	warned	of	this	false	christ	in:

John	5:43	“I	have	 come	 in	My	Father’s	 name,	 and	 you	do	not	 receive	Me;	 if
another	comes	in	his	own	name,	him	you	will	receive.”

See	also	Matthew	24:23-24.

In	 Revelation	 14:6-13,	 the	 believers	 are	 forewarned	 not	 to	 worship	 the	 beast.
During	the	period	of	 the	Great	Tribulation,	 the	Gospel	will	still	be	proclaimed.
There	will	 be	 servants	 (angels)	 of	God	who	warn	 the	 people	worldwide	 to	 be
faithful	to	the	Word	of	God	and	to	the	Lord	Jesus.	The	believers	must	not	allow
themselves	 to	 be	 led	 astray	 by	 another,	 easy	 Gospel.	 Also,	 144,000	 Jewish
servants	of	God	will	come	and	testify	to	the	Messiah	Jesus.	The	two	witnesses
(Moses	 and	 Elijah)	 will	 come	 to	 witness	 worldwide	 and	 to	 warn–Moses	 as
representative	of	the	Law,	and	Elijah	as	representative	of	the	Prophets.	Although
it	will	mean	that	the	believers	will	be	killed	as	a	result	of	their	perseverance	and
steadfastness,	 they	 will	 inherit	 salvation.	 See	 also	 the	 chapter	 on	 the	 144,000
witnesses	and	the	result	of	their	preaching.	The	Lord	Jesus	warns	the	believers	to
persevere,	despite	this	persecution,	in:

Revelation	13:10	He	who	 leads	 into	 captivity	 shall	 go	 into	 captivity;	 he	who
kills	with	the	sword	must	be	killed	with	the	sword.	Here	is	the	patience	and	the
faith	of	the	saints.



Revelation	14:6	Then	I	saw	another	angel	flying	in	the	midst	of	heaven,	having
the	 everlasting	 gospel	 to	 preach	 to	 those	 who	 dwell	 on	 the	 earth	 --	 to	 every
nation,	 tribe,	 tongue,	 and	people-	 7	 saying	with	 a	 loud	 voice,	“Fear	God	and
give	glory	to	Him,	for	the	hour	of	His	judgment	has	come;	and	worship	Him	who
made	 heaven	 and	 earth,	 the	 sea	 and	 springs	 of	 water.”	 8	 And	 another	 angel
followed,	 saying,	“Babylon	 is	 fallen,	 is	 fallen,	 that	 great	 city,	 because	 she	has
made	all	 nations	 drink	 of	 the	wine	of	 the	wrath	of	 her	 fornication.”	9	Then	a
third	 angel	 followed	 them,	 saying	 with	 a	 loud	 voice,	 “If	 anyone	 worships	 the
beast	and	his	image,	and	receives	his	mark	on	his	forehead	or	on	his	hand,	10
“he	himself	shall	also	drink	of	the	wine	of	the	wrath	of	God,	which	is	poured	out
full	strength	into	the	cup	of	His	indignation.	He	shall	be	tormented	with	fire	and
brimstone	in	the	presence	of	the	holy	angels	and	in	the	presence	of	the	Lamb.	11
“And	the	smoke	of	their	torment	ascends	forever	and	ever;	and	they	have	no	rest
day	or	 night,	who	worship	 the	 beast	 and	his	 image,	 and	whoever	 receives	 the
mark	 of	 his	 name.”	 12	Here	 is	 the	 patience	 of	 the	 saints;	 here	 are	 those	who
keep	the	commandments	of	God	and	the	faith	of	Jesus.	13	Then	I	heard	a	voice
from	heaven	 saying	 to	me,	“Write:	 ‘Blessed	 are	 the	 dead	who	die	 in	 the	Lord
from	now	on.’”	“Yes,”	says	the	Spirit,	“that	they	may	rest	from	their	labors,	and
their	works	follow	them.”

In	 Revelation	 19:20,	 the	 beast	 from	 the	 earth	 is	 called	 the	 false	 prophet.	 The
apostle	John	warns:	“Little	children,	 it	 is	 the	last	hour;	and	as	you	have	heard
that	the	Antichrist	is	coming,	even	now	many	antichrists	have	come,	by	which	we
know	that	it	is	the	last	hour”	(1John	2:18).	The	characteristic	of	the	antichrist’s
spirit	is	that	he	denies	the	Father	and	the	Son	(1John	2:22)

1John	4:3	and	every	spirit	 that	does	not	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in
the	 flesh	 is	not	of	God.	And	 this	 is	 the	spirit	of	 the	Antichrist,	which	you	have
heard	was	coming,	and	is	now	already	in	the	world.

Seven	parallels	between	the	Lamb	and	the	beast	(antichrist)

1.	 Both	 come	 up	 out	 of	 the	 water	 at	 the	 start	 of	 their	 work.	 The	 Lamb
fights	 against	 sin,	 and	 forgives	 it;	 the	 beast	 makes	 sin	 increase	 (John
1:29).

2.	 Both	exercise	power	for	3.5	years:	the	Messiah	from	His	baptism	up	to
His	 death,	 and	 the	 beast	 also	 for	 42	 months	 =	 3.5	 years	 (Revelation
13:5).



3.	 Both	are	mortally	wounded:	the	Messiah	on	the	cross,	and	the	beast	at
the	end	of	the	3.5	years	(Revelation	13:3a).

4.	 Both	 come	 to	 life	 again.	 The	 Messiah	 rises	 from	 the	 dead,	 and	 the
wounds	of	the	beast	are	healed	(Revelation	1:18;	13:14).

5.	 Both	have	symbolic	horns	(Revelation	5:6;	13:1).

6.	 Both	have	power	and	are	worshipped	(Revelation	13:8	5:11-14)
.

7.	 Both	have	an	earthly	mission	(Revelation	13:7;	14:6).

The	son	of	perdition	is	indicated	with	several	names,	both	in	the	Tanakh	and	in
the	NT.

In	the	Tanakh:

The	Assyrian

Isaiah	10:5	“Woe	to	Assyria,	the	rod	of	My	anger	and	the	staff	in	whose	hand	is
My	 indignation.	 6	 I	will	 send	 him	 against	 an	 ungodly	 nation,	 and	 against	 the
people	of	My	wrath	 I	will	give	him	charge,	 to	seize	 the	spoil,	 to	 take	 the	prey,
and	to	tread	them	down	like	the	mire	of	the	streets.”

Lamentations	5:5	They	pursue	at	our	heels;	we	 labor	and	have	no	rest.	6	We
have	 given	 our	 hand	 to	 the	 Egyptians	 and	 the	 Assyrians,	 to	 be	 satisfied	 with
bread.	 7	 Our	 fathers	 sinned	 and	 are	 no	 more,	 but	 we	 bear	 their	 iniquities.	 8
Servants	rule	over	us;	there	is	none	to	deliver	us	from	their	hand.

King	of	Babylon

Isaiah	14:3	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	the	day	the	LORD	gives	you	rest	from	your
sorrow,	 and	 from	your	 fear	 and	 the	hard	bondage	 in	which	 you	were	made	 to
serve,	4	that	you	will	take	up	this	proverb	against	the	king	of	Babylon,	and	say:
“How	the	oppressor	has	ceased,	the	golden	city	ceased!	5	The	LORD	has	broken
the	staff	of	the	wicked,	the	scepter	of	the	rulers;	6	He	who	struck	the	people	in
wrath	with	a	continual	stroke,	He	who	ruled	the	nations	in	anger,	is	persecuted
and	no	one	hinders.”

The	little	horn

Daniel	7:8	“I	was	 considering	 the	horns,	 and	 there	was	another	horn,	 a	 little
one,	coming	up	among	them,	before	whom	three	of	the	first	horns	were	plucked



out	by	the	roots.	And	there,	in	this	horn,	were	eyes	like	the	eyes	of	a	man,	and	a
mouth	speaking	pompous	words.”

Daniel	8:9	And	out	of	 one	of	 them	came	a	 little	 horn	which	grew	exceedingly
great	toward	the	south,	toward	the	east,	and	toward	the	Glorious	Land.	10	And	it
grew	up	to	the	host	of	heaven;	and	it	cast	down	some	of	the	host	and	some	of	the
stars	 to	 the	ground,	and	 trampled	 them.	11	He	even	exalted	himself	as	high	as
the	Prince	of	the	host;	and	by	him	the	daily	sacrifices	were	taken	away,	and	the
place	of	His	sanctuary	was	cast	down.	12	Because	of	transgression,	an	army	was
given	over	to	the	horn	to	oppose	the	daily	sacrifices;	and	he	cast	truth	down	to
the	ground.	He	did	all	this	and	prospered.

A	king,	having	fierce	features

Daniel	 8:23	“And	 in	 the	 latter	 time	 of	 their	 kingdom,	when	 the	 transgressors
have	 reached	 their	 fullness,	 a	 king	 shall	 arise,	 having	 fierce	 features,	 who
understands	sinister	schemes.	24	His	power	shall	be	mighty,	but	not	by	his	own
power;	he	shall	destroy	fearfully,	and	shall	prosper	and	thrive;	he	shall	destroy
the	 mighty,	 and	 also	 the	 holy	 people.	 25	 Through	 his	 cunning	 he	 shall	 cause
deceit	to	prosper	under	his	rule;	and	he	shall	exalt	himself	in	his	heart.	He	shall
destroy	 many	 in	 their	 prosperity.	 He	 shall	 even	 rise	 against	 the	 Prince	 of
princes;	but	he	shall	be	broken	without	human	means.

The	self-willed	king

Daniel	11:36	“Then	the	king	shall	do	according	to	his	own	will:	he	shall	exalt
and	magnify	himself	above	every	god,	shall	speak	blasphemies	against	the	God
of	gods,	and	 shall	prosper	 till	 the	wrath	has	been	accomplished;	 for	what	has
been	determined	shall	be	done.”

In	the	New	Testament	(NT):

The	son	of	perdition

2Thessalonians	2:3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not
come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son
of	perdition,	4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	 that	 is	called	God	or
that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing	himself
that	he	is	God.	5	Do	you	not	remember	that	when	I	was	still	with	you	I	told	you
these	things?	6	And	now	you	know	what	is	restraining,	that	he	may	be	revealed
in	his	own	 time.	7	For	 the	mystery	of	 lawlessness	 is	already	at	work;	only	He



who	now	 restrains	will	 do	 so	until	He	 is	 taken	out	of	 the	way.	8	And	 then	 the
lawless	one	will	be	revealed,	whom	the	Lord	will	consume	with	the	breath	of	His
mouth	 and	 destroy	 with	 the	 brightness	 of	 His	 coming.	 9	 The	 coming	 of	 the
lawless	one	is	according	to	the	working	of	Satan,	with	all	power,	signs,	and	lying
wonders,	 10	 and	 with	 all	 unrighteous	 deception	 among	 those	 who	 perish,
because	 they	did	not	receive	 the	 love	of	 the	 truth,	 that	 they	might	be	saved.	11
And	for	this	reason	God	will	send	them	strong	delusion,	that	they	should	believe
the	lie.

The	antichrist

1John	2:18	Little	 children,	 it	 is	 the	 last	hour;	and	as	 you	have	heard	 that	 the
Antichrist	is	coming,	even	now	many	antichrists	have	come,	by	which	we	know
that	it	is	the	last	hour	(…)	22	Who	is	a	liar	but	he	who	denies	that	Jesus	is	the
Christ?	He	is	antichrist	who	denies	the	Father	and	the	Son.

The	beast

Revelation	13:1	Then	I	stood	on	the	sand	of	the	sea.	And	I	saw	a	beast	rising	up
out	of	the	sea,	having	seven	heads	and	ten	horns,	and	on	his	horns	ten	crowns,
and	on	his	heads	a	blasphemous	name.	2	Now	the	beast	which	I	saw	was	like	a
leopard,	his	feet	were	like	the	feet	of	a	bear,	and	his	mouth	like	the	mouth	of	a
lion.	The	dragon	gave	him	his	power,	his	throne,	and	great	authority.

The	Lord	Jesus	also	makes	a	prophetic	reference	to	the	antichrist	in:

John	5:43	“I	have	 come	 in	My	Father’s	 name,	 and	 you	do	not	 receive	Me;	 if
another	comes	in	his	own	name,	him	you	will	receive.”

So	we	see	that	satan	can	be	very	successful	after	having	received	a	body.	In	the
thirteenth	 chapter	 of	 Revelation,	 we	 see	 the	ways	 in	 which	 he	 is	 waging	war
against	 the	 saints.	 In	 its	 deepest	 sense,	 satan	wages	war	 against	 God	 and	His
Anointed,	Jesus	the	Messiah.	Satan	cannot	bear	God’s	plan:	he	wants	to	establish
his	 own	 kingdom,	 so	 he’s	 doing	 everything	 within	 his	 power	 to	 prevent	 the
establishment	of	the	Kingdom	of	the	Messiah.

In	this	chapter,	God	gives	us	a	portrait	of	the	antichrist;	it	is	important	for	us	to
understand	 this	as	God	says	 in	Matthew	13:9:	“He	who	has	ears	to	hear,	 let
him	hear!”

The	antichrist	is	Christ’s	counterpart



Martin	Luther	said	that	the	pope	is	an	antichrist.	This	is	true,	but	there	are	many
more	spiritual	leaders	who	lead	their	disciples	to	hell,	sometimes	unintentionally.
Why	 is	 the	 pope	 an	 antichrist?	 Because	 they	 are	 teaching	 that	 Christ	 is	 not
enough	to	save.	It	is	Christ	plus	good	works,	plus	Mary,	plus	the	sacrifices	in	the
mass.	It	is	not	Christ	alone!	We	must	realize	that	the	antichrist	is	not	one	person.
Ever	since	satan	has	wanted	to	possess	the	entire	world,	he	has	attempted	to	get
many	people	completely	in	his	power.

The	false	prophets	and	the	false	pastors	have	the	antichrist’s	spirit,	for	they	are
working	on	satan’s	glorification.

1John	 2:22	Who	 is	 a	 liar	 but	 he	 who	 denies	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Christ?	 He	 is
antichrist	who	denies	the	Father	and	the	Son.

They	 deny	 that	 Jesus	 the	 Messiah	 is	 the	 Son	 of	 God.	 The	 revelation	 of	 the
antichrist	is	preceded	by	the	spirit	of	the	antichrist:

1John	4:3	and	every	spirit	 that	does	not	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in
the	 flesh	 is	not	of	God.	And	 this	 is	 the	spirit	of	 the	Antichrist,	which	you	have
heard	was	coming,	and	is	now	already	in	the	world.

See	also	Matthew	24:11;	Matthew	24:24;	Luke	21:29.

Battle	against	the	beast

Revelation	 17:14	 “These	 will	 make	 war	 with	 the	 Lamb,	 and	 the	 Lamb	 will
overcome	 them,	 for	He	 is	Lord	of	 lords	and	King	of	 kings;	and	 those	who	are
with	Him	are	called,	chosen,	and	faithful.”

The	end	of	the	beast,	the	antichrist

Revelation	19:19	And	I	saw	the	beast,	the	kings	of	the	earth,	and	their	armies,
gathered	 together	 to	make	war	against	Him	who	 sat	on	 the	horse	and	against
His	army.	20	Then	the	beast	was	captured,	and	with	him	the	false	prophet	who
worked	signs	in	his	presence,	by	which	he	deceived	those	who	received	the	mark
of	the	beast	and	those	who	worshiped	his	image.	These	two	were	cast	alive	into
the	 lake	 of	 fire	 burning	 with	 brimstone.	 21	 And	 the	 rest	 were	 killed	 with	 the
sword	which	proceeded	from	the	mouth	of	Him	who	sat	on	the	horse.	And	all	the
birds	were	filled	with	their	flesh.

The	time	preceding	the	Great	Tribulation

The	apostle	Paul	warns	the	Church	that	prior	to	the	Lord	Jesus’	return	on	earth,



there	will	 be	 a	 period	of	 apostasy	 and	of	 the	 revelation	of	 the	man	of	 sin.	He
does	so	in:

2Thessalonians	2:3	Let	no	one	deceive	you	by	any	means;	for	that	Day	will	not
come	unless	the	falling	away	comes	first,	and	the	man	of	sin	is	revealed,	the	son
of	perdition.

The	antichrist	mobilizes	the	nations	to	start	a	war,	specifically	with	the	state	of
Israel.

2Thessalonians	2:4	who	opposes	and	exalts	himself	above	all	that	is	called	God
or	that	is	worshiped,	so	that	he	sits	as	God	in	the	temple	of	God,	showing	himself
that	he	is	God.

The	 time	of	apostasy,	errors,	meanness,	etc.	will	precede	 the	 time	of	 the	Great
Tribulation.	 So	 this	 does	 not	 mean	 that	 believers	 will	 not	 be	 troubled	 by
oppression.	They	will	 be	 taken	 up	 in	 heaven	 before	 the	Great	Tribulation,	 but
prior	to	this,	satan	will	be	very	active.	Religious	movements	(errors)	of	the	end
times	will	 approach	 them.	The	 people	who	 do	 not	 seek	 the	 truth	 and	 have	 no
Biblical	 knowledge,	 will	 be	 deceived.	 Therefore,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 be	 able	 to
discern	what	is	God’s	and	what	is	satan’s.	Satan	can	also	transform	himself	into
an	angel	of	light.	In	a	sneaking	and	almost	unrecognizable	way,	errors	are	carried
into	the	Church.	Already	at	this	very	moment,	we	see	how	Churches	worldwide
are	 adapting	 the	Word	of	God	 so	 as	 to	make	 it	 easier	 for	 people	 to	 believe	 it.
People	may	believe	without	repenting,	for	God	is	love	anyway.	It	almost	seems
as	 if	 the	possibility	 to	hear	 the	real	Gospel	 is	decreasing	by	the	week.	And	it’s
not	just	I	who	says	this;	various	people	worldwide	are	of	the	same	opinion.

For	further	details,	please	read	the	chapters	on	oppression	and	fallacies	(71	and
72).

Fallacies	of	the	end	times

In	 the	 course	 of	 time,	 people	 have	 always	 strayed	 from	 the	 sound	 doctrine.	 It
already	 started	 right	 after	 the	 first	Churches	 had	been	 established.	And	people
have	 been	 straying	 ever	 since,	 through	 the	 centuries,	 and	 their	 errors	 have
continued,	 even	 increasing	 in	 number.	 However,	 we	 must	 observe	 that	 the
straying	 has	 strongly	 increased	 in	 the	 past	 decades,	 and	 not	 only	 in	 the
Netherlands.	No,	 it’s	 a	global	event.	The	most	widespread	errors	of	 the	period
before	the	Great	Tribulation	include:



The	kingdom	is	for	the	Church,	and	we	have	to	assist	in	establishing	it	on
earth.	 In	 this	 respect,	 reference	 is	 made	 to	 Mark	 1:15	 with	 respect	 to
God’s	kingdom	being	at	hand,	and	to	Luke	9:6	with	respect	to	the	sending
out	of	the	twelve	disciples.

The	Gospel	brings	only	happiness,	health	and	prosperity	 (the	prosperity
gospel).

The	 doctrine	 of	 the	 ‘latter	 rain’.	 Now	 it	 is	 the	 time	 of	miracles,	 signs,
liberation,	 healings.	 Reference	 is	 made	 in	 this	 respect	 to,	 for	 example,
Acts	 2:17-21,	 Joel’s	 prophecy,	 and	 Romans	 8:19	 concerning	 the
revelation	of	the	sons	of	God	(see	also	Matthew	7:21-23).

The	 first	 love	 is	 left;	 no	 longer	 is	 the	 summons	 to	 repentance,
regeneration	and	confession	of	sins	heard	in	the	preaching.

Conformity	to	the	world	and	materialism	in	the	Churches.

Church	members	have	no	living	faith.	They	think	they	possess	faith,	are
rich,	and	no	 longer	know	how	 to	be	a	poor	 sinner.	That’s	why	 they	are
neither	 cold	 nor	 warm,	 but	 lukewarm.	 It	 is	 faith	 without	 repentance,
confession	of	faith	and	regeneration.



81.	The	sealing	of	the	servants
(144,000)
The	opening	of	the	sixth	seal

The	sealing	of	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel,	one	hundred	and	forty-four	thousand,
twelve	times	twelve	thousand.

The	sealing	and	identity	of	144,000	Jews	who	bear	witness	to	the	Messiah.

In	the	first	half	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	God	opens	a	door	for	those	who	were
‘left	 behind’.	 Because	 of	 the	 testimony	 of	 the	 rapture	 and	 the	 Gospel
proclamation	by	the	144,000	Jewish	witnesses,	many	people	on	earth	will	hear
the	Gospel	 being	 proclaimed.	 In	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	Great	 Tribulation,	 this
proclamation	will	be	done	in	secret	and	under	much	oppression,	persecution	and
darkness.	 But	 through	 all	 of	 it,	 God	 demonstrates	 His	 love	 and	 grace	 for
mankind.	Three	angels	are	sent	 to	the	earth	to	warn	its	 inhabitants	 to	make	the
right	choice	 (Revelation	14:6-11).	The	angels	proclaim	 the	Gospel,	warning	of
eternal	damnation	if	the	people	would	chose	satan.	The	Lord	gives	an	example	to
all	His	servants	how	they	should	proclaim	the	Gospel.	This	not	only	applies	to
the	end	of	times,	it	applies	to	all	times,	for	a	person’s	life	can	end	anytime.

First,	a	clarification	of	the	144,000	Jewish	witnesses:

Revelation	7:1	After	these	things	I	saw	four	angels	standing	at	the	four	corners
of	the	earth,	holding	the	four	winds	of	the	earth,	that	the	wind	should	not	blow
on	the	earth,	on	the	sea,	or	on	any	tree.	2	Then	I	saw	another	angel	ascending
from	the	east,	having	the	seal	of	the	living	God.	And	he	cried	with	a	loud	voice	to
the	four	angels	to	whom	it	was	granted	to	harm	the	earth	and	the	sea,	3	saying,
“Do	not	harm	the	earth,	the	sea,	or	the	trees	till	we	have	sealed	the	servants	of
our	 God	 on	 their	 foreheads.”	 4	 And	 I	 heard	 the	 number	 of	 those	 who	 were
sealed.	One	hundred	and	forty-four	thousand	of	all	the	tribes	of	the	children	of
Israel	were	sealed:	5	of	 the	tribe	of	Judah	twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of	 the
tribe	 of	 Reuben	 twelve	 thousand	 were	 sealed;	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Gad	 twelve
thousand	were	sealed;	6	of	the	tribe	of	Asher	twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of	the
tribe	of	Naphtali	 twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of	 the	tribe	of	Manasseh	twelve
thousand	were	sealed;	7	of	the	tribe	of	Simeon	twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of
the	 tribe	 of	 Levi	 twelve	 thousand	were	 sealed;	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Issachar	 twelve



thousand	were	sealed;	8	of	the	tribe	of	Zebulun	twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of
the	tribe	of	Joseph	twelve	thousand	were	sealed;	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	twelve
thousand	were	sealed.

These	texts	foretell	that	from	the	twelve	Jewish	tribes,	twelve	thousand	servants
per	tribe	will	be	sealed.	God	is	going	to	do	this	in	order	to	protect	His	servants	in
the	 upcoming	 time	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.	 The	 seal	 is	 a	 sign	 of	 ownership.
Because	of	this	sealing,	they	are	immune	to	the	enemy’s	attack	so	that	they	can
do	 their	work	 in	 peace.	Believers	 have	 been	 sealed	with	 the	Holy	Spirit.	 This
sealing	also	means	that	they	have	received	authority.	No	doubt,	these	servants	of
God	 will	 do	 what	 a	 servant	 of	 God	 is	 supposed	 to	 do.	 What	 did	 the	 twelve
Jewish	 servants	of	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	have	 to	do?	What	was	 their	mission?	To
proclaim	the	Gospel	to	every	creature,	starting	in	Jerusalem.	Could	the	mission
of	the	144,000	be	much	different?	I	don’t	think	so.

This	also	means	that,	before	the	Great	Tribulation,	all	tribes	will	be	known	and
localized.	There	is	no	mention	of	any	time-limit,	so	that	it	is	expected	they	can
continue	their	work	until	the	Messiah’s	return.

How	 are	 these	 144,000	 converted?	 Probably	 there	 are	 not	 that	 many	 Jewish
believers	 in	 the	Messiah	at	 the	moment.	But	 then,	 is	 anything	 too	hard	 for	 the
LORD?	“I	work,	 and	who	will	 reverse	 it?”	 (Isaiah	 43:13).	At	 this	moment
most	Jewish	rabbis	are	acquainted	with	the	NT.	Only	the	veil	still	has	to	be	taken
away.

Possibly,	 these	 144,000	 servants	 encourage	 and	 comfort	 the	 remaining	 Jewish
people	and	share	with	them	the	Gospel	of	the	risen	Messiah.

It	 seems	 that	Psalm	91:1-16	 is	particularly	applicable	 to	 this	group	of	144,000
Jewish	servants	of	God.	By	way	of	the	prophet	Isaiah,	the	LORD	says	in:

Isaiah	66:18	“For	I	know	their	works	and	their	thoughts.	It	shall	be	that	I	will
gather	all	nations	and	tongues;	and	they	shall	come	and	see	My	glory.	19	I	will
set	 a	 sign	 among	 them;	 and	 those	 among	 them	who	 escape	 I	will	 send	 to	 the
nations:	to	Tarshish	and	Pul	and	Lud,	who	draw	the	bow,	and	Tubal	and	Javan,
to	the	coastlands	afar	off	who	have	not	heard	My	fame	nor	seen	My	glory.	And
they	 shall	 declare	My	 glory	 among	 the	Gentiles.	 20	 Then	 they	 shall	 bring	 all
your	brethren	for	an	offering	to	 the	LORD	out	of	all	nations,	on	horses	and	in
chariots	 and	 in	 litters,	 on	 mules	 and	 on	 camels,	 to	 My	 holy	 mountain
Jerusalem,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “as	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 bring	 an	 offering	 in	 a



clean	vessel	into	the	house	of	the	LORD.	21	And	I	will	also	take	some	of	them	for
priests	and	Levites,”	says	the	LORD.	22	“For	as	the	new	heavens	and	the	new
earth	which	I	will	make	shall	remain	before	Me,”	says	the	LORD,	“so	shall	your
descendants	and	your	name	remain.”

This	prophecy	could	allude	to	the	144,000	Jewish	servants	whom	the	Lord	will
send	to	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	the	nations,	and	in	particular	to	the	Jewish	nation.
There	 are	 Bible	 teachers	 who	 assume	 that	 the	 144.000	 will	 accompany	 the
Jewish	 people	 during	 the	 last	 3	½	 years	 of	 tribulation,	 on	 their	 flight	 into	 the
wilderness,	as	indicated	in:

Revelation	12:14	But	the	woman	was	given	two	wings	of	a	great	eagle,	that	she
might	fly	into	the	wilderness	to	her	place,	where	she	is	nourished	for	a	time	and
times	and	half	a	time,	from	the	presence	of	the	serpent.

Also	in	heaven,	the	twelve	tribes	and	the	twelve	apostles	will	be	recognized,	as
is	indicated	in:

Revelation	 21:12	Also	 she	 had	 a	 great	 and	 high	 wall	 with	 twelve	 gates,	 and
twelve	angels	at	the	gates,	and	names	written	on	them,	which	are	the	names	of
the	twelve	tribes	of	the	children	of	Israel:	13	three	gates	on	the	east,	three	gates
on	the	north,	three	gates	on	the	south,	and	three	gates	on	the	west.	14	Now	the
wall	 of	 the	 city	 had	 twelve	 foundations,	 and	 on	 them	 were	 the	 names	 of	 the
twelve	apostles	of	the	Lamb.

The	twelve	apostles	will	judge	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	The	number	12,000	is
also	found	in	the	measurements	of	the	New	Jerusalem	descending	from	heaven:

Revelation	21:16	The	city	 is	 laid	out	as	a	 square;	 its	 length	 is	as	great	as	 its
breadth.	And	he	measured	 the	city	with	 the	reed:	 twelve	 thousand	 furlongs.	 Its
length,	breadth,	and	height	are	equal.

Some	commentators	assume	that	the	numbers	12,000	and	144,000	are	symbolic,
and	would	refer	to	a	fullness.	This	would	mean	that	before	the	Great	Tribulation
the	entire	Jewish	nation	would	already	be	God’s	servants.	However,	this	does	not
agree	 with	 other	 Bible	 words	 that	 state	 that	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 will	 also
experience	the	Great	Tribulation.	Other	commentators	see	in	these	144,000	(and
in	 the	 144,000	 stated	 in	 Revelation	 14)	 an	 image	 of	 the	Church,	 of	 Jews	 and
Gentiles.	This	view	is	close	to	the	replacement	theology,	for	one	glosses	over	the
clear	 indications	 of	 Scripture	 concerning	 the	 composition	 of	 the	 144,000	 in
Revelation	7,	i.e.	Israel’s	tribes	mentioned	by	name.



It	 is	 very	 clear	 that	 New	 Testament	 believers	 are	 not	 spiritual	 Jews	 and	 will
never	be.	As	the	Lord	tells	us,	these	144,000	in	Revelation	7	are	clearly	natural
Jews,	by	birth,	and	they	will	be	saved	because	they	hear	the	Gospel	and	accept
the	Messiah	Jesus	as	their	personal	Savior.	How	is	that	possible?	Scripture	says
in	Romans	 10:14:	 “How	 then	 shall	 they	 call	 on	Him	 in	whom	 they	 have	 not
believed?	And	how	shall	they	believe	in	Him	of	whom	they	have	not	heard?	And
how	shall	they	hear	without	a	preacher?”	The	answer	to	this	question	is	simple:
most	Jewish	rabbis	are	acquainted	with	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Messiah.	They	have
studied	 the	NT,	with	 the	 intention	 of	 opposing	 it.	They	 don’t	want	 the	 Jewish
people	to	turn	away	from	Judaism.	Therefore,	all	they	need	is	‘a	Preacher’,	who
is	able	to	convince	them	of	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	Where	do	they	find	such	a
Preacher?

The	144,000	will	be	sealed,	just	like	all	God’s	children	will	be	sealed.	With	one
exception,	 though.	 Their	 sealing	 will	 be	 visible	 on	 their	 foreheads.	 God’s
children	have	been	sealed	with	and	by	the	Holy	Spirit–not	an	outwardly	visible
sign.	 No,	 this	 group	 of	 servants	 will	 receive	 a	 clearly	 visible	 sign	 from	 their
Father.	This	seal	will	clearly	distinguish	them	from	unbelievers	and	the	wicked
during	 the	Great	Tribulation.	Scripture	does	not	 tell	us	what	 this	seal	will	 look
like,	but	does	say	that	it	will	be	the	name	of	their	Father.	This	seal	places	them
under	the	direct	patronage	of	the	Lord,	until	they	have	performed	their	duties.

2Corinthians	1:22	who	also	has	sealed	us	and	given	us	the	Spirit	in	our	hearts
as	a	guarantee.

Ephesians	1:13	In	Him	you	also	trusted,	after	you	heard	the	word	of	truth,	the
gospel	of	your	salvation;	 in	whom	also,	having	believed,	you	were	sealed	with
the	Holy	Spirit	of	promise,	14	who	is	the	guarantee	of	our	inheritance	until	the
redemption	of	the	purchased	possession,	to	the	praise	of	His	glory.

A	possible	consequence

Scripture	clearly	tells	us	that	there	will	be	days	again	as	there	were	at	the	exodus
from	Egypt.	This	is	not	questionable;	it’s	for	certain.	The	prophet	Micah	tells	us
so	in:

Micah	7:15	“As	in	the	days	when	you	came	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	I	will	show
them	wonders.”	16	The	nations	shall	see	and	be	ashamed	of	all	their	might;	they
shall	put	their	hand	over	their	mouth;	their	ears	shall	be	deaf.	17	They	shall	lick
the	dust	like	a	serpent;	they	shall	crawl	from	their	holes	like	snakes	of	the	earth.



They	shall	be	afraid	of	the	LORD	our	God,	and	shall	fear	because	of	You.

The	first	of	those	days	were	ten	days	of	judgment	over	Egypt.	On	the	tenth	day,
the	entire	country	was	plunged	in	darkness.	A	repetition	of	this	event	on	a	global
scale	can	easily	be	caused	by	a	sudden	stop	of	the	earth’s	rotating	around	its	axis.
During	 and	 after	 this	 stoppage,	many	 earthquakes	 and	 volcanic	 eruptions	may
occur	as	well.

At	noon,	Jerusalem	will	be	enveloped	in	darkness:

Amos	8:9	“And	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day,”	says	the	Lord	GOD,	“that	I
will	 make	 the	 sun	 go	 down	 at	 noon,	 and	 I	 will	 darken	 the	 earth	 in	 broad
daylight;	 10	 I	 will	 turn	 your	 feasts	 into	 mourning,	 and	 all	 your	 songs	 into
lamentation;	I	will	bring	sackcloth	on	every	waist,	and	baldness	on	every	head;	I
will	make	it	like	mourning	for	an	only	son,	and	its	end	like	a	bitter	day.”

On	 the	 day	 that	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	was	 crucified,	 darkness	 covered	 the	 entire
earth	for	 three	hours	(Luke	23:44).	In	 the	future,	sometime	after	 the	earth	 is	 in
complete	darkness,	but	before	the	end	of	the	day,	the	Lord	will	suddenly	appear
in	all	His	glory	to	all	true	believers.	He	will	truly	come	like	a	thief	(John	14:1-3,
1Thessalonians	4:13-18,	Revelation	16:15).

Then,	 just	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the	 eleventh	day,	 or	 shortly	 afterwards,	 the	Lord	will
suddenly	appear	in	His	glory	to	the	144,000	Jews,	the	spiritual	leaders	of	Israel,
and	the	Jewish	people.	Upon	His	appearance,	He	will	take	away	the	veil/blinding
and	show	the	signs	of	the	nails	in	His	hands	and	the	spear	in	His	side.	Like	Saul
of	Tarsus,	 they	will	 exclaim,	 “Lord,	what	 do	You	want	me	 to	 do?”	 (Acts	 9:6)
Then	 and	 there,	 the	 144,000	 spiritual	 leaders	will	 be	 saved	 and	 sealed	 by	 the
grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	And	just	like	in	Egypt,	the	darkness	over	the	earth	will
continue	for	three	days,	72	hours.

It	will	be	clear	that	the	above	could	be	a	possible	execution	of	these	prophecies.
It	 cannot	be	underpinned	dogmatically,	 and	 it	 is	not	certain	 that	 it	will	happen
that	way.	But	you	may	consider	it,	and	it	may	bring	you	to	your	own	studies	and
prayers.

The	duties	of	the	144,000

But	 after	 these	 days	 of	 darkness	 over	 the	 earth,	 the	 light	 will	 return	 for	 the
human	 race	 that	 was	 left	 behind	 on	 earth.	 On	 that	 day,	 a	 lost	 humanity	 that
rejects	the	Messiah	will	arise	from	the	darkness	and	find	itself	in	the	time	of	the



Great	Tribulation.	And	strange	things,	supernatural	things,	are	about	to	happen.
Two	 strange-looking	 men	 will	 appear	 in	 the	 streets	 of	 Jerusalem	 and	 openly
preach	 ‘the	 gospel	 of	 the	 kingdom’	 (Matthew	 24:14).	 These	 two	men	will	 be
God’s	witnesses	(Revelation	11:3-12).	They	will	reprimand	the	people	for	their
sins	 and	 godlessness,	will	 call	 them	 to	 repent	 and	will	 sing	 the	 praises	 of	 the
Lord	Jesus	Messiah	as	the	only	way	to	be	saved.	They	will	do	so	with	a	devotion
and	zeal	as	has	never	been	seen	before.	And	nobody	on	earth,	no	 single	body,
will	be	able	to	make	these	two	witnesses	stop	preaching.	Everybody	who	would
try	 to	 do	 so	will	 immediately	 turn	 to	 ash.	Maybe	 in	 front	 of	 all	 the	 television
cameras	in	the	world?

Revelation	 11:5	And	 if	 anyone	 wants	 to	 harm	 them,	 fire	 proceeds	 from	 their
mouth	and	devours	their	enemies.	And	if	anyone	wants	to	harm	them,	he	must	be
killed	in	this	manner.

The	144,000	servants	of	God	will	collaborate	with	the	two	witnesses	to	proclaim
the	Gospel	to	the	entire	world	during	the	first	part	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	The
apostle	Paul	evangelized	the	entire	world	for	forty	years.	The	144,000	will	do	so
for	three-and-a-half	years.

In	 contrast	 to	 today’s	 popular	 teachings,	 the	 144,000	 will	 have	 the	 honor	 to
fulfill:

Matthew	 24:14	“And	 this	 gospel	 of	 the	 kingdom	 will	 be	 preached	 in	 all	 the
world	as	a	witness	to	all	the	nations,	and	then	the	end	will	come.

See	also:

Joel	2:32	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	whoever	calls	on	the	name	of	the	LORD
shall	be	saved.	For	in	Mount	Zion	and	in	Jerusalem	there	shall	be	deliverance,
as	the	LORD	has	said,	among	the	remnant	whom	the	LORD	calls.

During	this	time,	the	Jewish	third	temple	will	have	been	rebuilt,	and	the	former
worship	of	the	Jews	restored.	The	question	presents	itself	whether	this	worship
to	 be	 restored	 by	 Judaism	 becomes	 the	 right	 representation	 of	 the	 former
worship.	Meanwhile,	the	144,000	will	proclaim	the	Gospel	in	the	whole	civilized
world	and	the	two	witnesses	will	do	the	same	in	Jerusalem.	Their	ministry	will
be	 a	 worldwide	 ministry,	 even	 though	 it	 turns	 out	 that	 they	 never	 leave
Jerusalem.

Revelation	11:9	Then	 those	 from	the	peoples,	 tribes,	 tongues,	and	nations	will



see	their	dead	bodies	three-and-a-half	days,	and	not	allow	their	dead	bodies	to
be	put	into	graves.	10	And	those	who	dwell	on	the	earth	will	rejoice	over	them,
make	merry,	and	send	gifts	to	one	another,	because	these	two	prophets	tormented
those	who	dwell	on	the	earth.	11	Now	after	the	three-and-a-half	days	the	breath
of	life	from	God	entered	them,	and	they	stood	on	their	feet,	and	great	fear	fell	on
those	who	saw	them.	12	And	they	heard	a	loud	voice	from	heaven	saying	to	them,
“Come	up	here.”	And	they	ascended	to	heaven	in	a	cloud,	and	their	enemies	saw
them.

During	the	first	half	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	an	innumerable	number	of	people
from	all	nations,	 tribes,	peoples	 and	 tongues	will	 receive	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	 as
their	 Savior	 (Revelation	 7:9-17).	 They	 will	 come	 from	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.
This	would	mean	that	after	having	repented	they	were	killed	by	ungodly	people.
In	 itself,	 this	 is	 not	 so	 strange,	 since	we	 see	 this	 currently	 happening	 in	many
places	on	earth.	Especially	in	Islamic	and	African	countries,	where	terrorist	and
fanatical	groups	kill	many	Christians.	According	to	Open	Doors,	some	100,000
Christians	are	being	persecuted	each	year.

After	careful	reading	of	this	portion	of	Scripture–Revelation	7:1-8–you	will	have
noticed	 that	 there	 are	 two	 tribes	missing	 that	have	been	 replaced	by	 two	other
tribes.	The	 tribes	of	Dan	and	Ephraim	are	 lacking,	 and	added	are	 the	 tribes	of
Joseph	and	Manasseh.	Many	researchers	wonder	why,	and	people	have	tried	to
account	for	it	in	different	ways.	Some	think	that	one	of	Dan’s	descendants	will
be	 the	 false	 prophet,	 the	 antichrist,	 because	 the	 patriarch	 Jacob	 said	 in	 his
prophecy	on	Dan	in:

Genesis	49:17	Dan	shall	be	a	serpent	by	the	way,	a	viper	by	the	path,	that	bites
the	horse’s	heels	so	that	its	rider	shall	fall	backward.

The	Church	father	Irenaeus,	for	example,	believed	that	the	antichrist	would	arise
from	 the	 tribe	 of	 Dan.	 Other	 researchers	 believe	 that	 the	 antichrist	 will	 come
from	Islam.

Ephraim	would	be	left	out	because	his	tribe	led	during	the	civil	war	between	the
ten	tribes	in	the	north	and	the	two	tribes	in	the	south,	and	led	the	way	for	Israel
in	idol	worship,	together	with	the	tribe	of	Dan.

Isaiah	 7:8	For	 the	 head	 of	 Syria	 is	Damascus,	 and	 the	 head	 of	Damascus	 is
Rezin.	Within	 sixty-five	 years	 Ephraim	will	 be	 broken,	 so	 that	 it	 will	 not	 be	 a
people.



2Kings	 17:18	Therefore	 the	 LORD	 was	 very	 angry	 with	 Israel,	 and	 removed
them	from	His	sight;	there	was	none	left	but	the	tribe	of	Judah	alone.

God	Himself	points	out	what	is	wrong	with	Joseph	and	Ephraim	in:

Psalm	78:67	Moreover	He	rejected	 the	 tent	of	 Joseph,	and	did	not	 choose	 the
tribe	of	Ephraim,	68	but	chose	the	tribe	of	Judah,	Mount	Zion	which	He	loved.

Does	this	mean	that	salvation	will	be	ruled	out	for	them?	No,	it	doesn’t.	But	their
descendants	do	not	receive	the	special	honor	to	minister	God	as	servants	at	 the
time	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.	 In	 Ezekiel	 48:1-5	 however,	 both	 tribes	 are
mentioned	as	being	present	in	the	future	Millennium.

People	 have	 different	 explanations	 about	 the	 144,000	 sealed	 persons	 in	 these
Bible	verses.	Some	Bible	teachers	say	that	the	144,000	sealed	persons	relate	to
the	Church	of	Christ.	Although	the	Church	at	the	time	was	not	that	large,	John
has	 seen	 this	 in	 a	 vision.	 To	 me,	 this	 is	 another	 example	 of	 the	 replacement
theology:	the	blessings	are	for	the	Church,	and	the	curse	is	for	Israel.	If	Scripture
does	not	 indicate	 the	 contrary,	we	must	 take	 the	 text	 literally.	This	 also	 fits	 in
within	 the	 scope	 of	 this	 portion	 of	 Scripture.	Already	 before	 their	 sealing,	 the
sealed	 were	 God’s	 servants,	 and	 as	 such,	 they	 no	 doubt	 had	 tasks	 and
assignments.	This	is	not	mentioned	in	these	texts,	but	according	to	many	Bible
teachers	it	was	their	task	during	the	Great	Tribulation	to	preach	the	Gospel	to	the
Jewish	people,	as	well	 as	 to	 the	Gentiles.	As	a	 result	of	 their	 sealing,	 they	are
apparently	invulnerable	to	the	coming	great	judgments.	How	would	it	otherwise
be	possible	that	so	many	people	will	repent	during	the	Great	Tribulation	(as	we
can	read	in	Revelation	7:9-17)?	Couldn’t	this	be	the	fruit	of	their	preaching?

The	composition	of	this	group	of	Jewish	servants	reminds	us	of	the	battle	against
the	Midianites	(Numbers	31:1-6).	Moses	made	up	an	army	of	12,000	men–1,000
from	every	tribe–and	the	priest	also	came	along.

Why	does	God	send	out	 these	servants	from	the	Jewish	people	 to	proclaim	the
Gospel?	 The	 answer	 is	 very	 simple:	 because	 there	 are	 no	 other	 evangelists
anymore.	The	Church	members	have	been	caught	up	and	will	return	with	Jesus
as	 saints	 (with	a	 changed,	new	body)	 in	order	 to	 reign	with	Him.	The	prophet
Isaiah	stated	a	prophecy	in	30:18-21	that	could	very	well	allude	to	the	situation
of	the	144,000	servants/teachers:

Isaiah	30:18	Therefore	the	LORD	will	wait,	that	He	may	be	gracious	to	you;	and
therefore	He	will	be	exalted,	that	He	may	have	mercy	on	you.	For	the	LORD	is	a



God	of	justice;	blessed	are	all	those	who	wait	for	Him.	19	For	the	people	shall
dwell	in	Zion	at	Jerusalem;	you	shall	weep	no	more.	He	will	be	very	gracious	to
you	 at	 the	 sound	 of	 your	 cry;	when	He	 hears	 it,	He	will	 answer	 you.	 20	And
though	the	Lord	gives	you	the	bread	of	adversity	and	the	water	of	affliction,	yet
your	teachers	will	not	be	moved	into	a	corner	anymore,	but	your	eyes	shall	see
your	teachers.	21	Your	ears	shall	hear	a	word	behind	you,	saying,	“This	is	the
way,	walk	 in	 it,”	whenever	you	turn	to	 the	right	hand	or	whenever	you	turn	to
the	left.

The	 prophecy	 in	 Isaiah	 66:18-20	 could	 relate	 to	 the	 time	 when	 the	 144,000
servants/messengers	minister	to	the	LORD	and	preach	the	Gospel	to	the	Gentiles
as	well,	and	bring	good	tidings	of	the	glory	of	the	LORD.	And	who	is	the	glory
of	 the	 LORD?	 That	 is	 the	 Lord	 Jesus,	 the	Messiah.	 They	must	 proclaim	 this
good	news	to	those	who	have	not	yet	heard	of	Him.	The	LORD	continues	until
His	 house	 will	 be	 filled,	 until	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Gentiles	 will	 be	 completed.
Although	 some	 may	 think	 differently,	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Gentiles	 is	 not	 yet
completed	during	the	Rapture	of	the	Church	which	will	meet	the	Lord	Jesus	in
the	 air	 (1Thessalonians	 4:13-18).	 The	 Rapture	 does	 not	 mean	 the	 Second
Coming	of	the	Messiah	Jesus,	when	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,
as	will	all	the	saints	with	Him.	These	servants	of	God	will	also	be	used	to	bring
their	 brethren	 (Jewish	 people)	 to	 Jerusalem,	 My	 holy	 mountain,	 as	 a	 grain
offering	 and	 a	 peace	 offering,	 says	 the	 LORD.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation	and	at	 the	beginning	of	 the	Millennium,	all	 the	nations	will	see	 the
glory	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 in	 Jerusalem,	 on	 God’s	 holy	 mountain.	 Having
repented,	 the	 Jewish	people	will	 then	present	 their	bodies	as	a	 living	 sacrifice,
holy,	acceptable	to	God	(Rom.12:1;	1Peter	2:5).	Such	a	life	is	God’s	delight.	In
verse	20,	Isaiah	66,	we	read	about	various	means	of	transportation,	with	verse	9
adding	 ships	 to	 it.	 Meanwhile	 the	 LORD	 has	 provided	 for	 modern	 means	 of
transportation.

Isaiah	66:18	“For	I	know	their	works	and	their	thoughts.	It	shall	be	that	I	will
gather	all	nations	and	tongues;	and	they	shall	come	and	see	My	glory.	19	I	will
set	 a	 sign	 among	 them;	 and	 those	 among	 them	who	 escape	 I	will	 send	 to	 the
nations:	to	Tarshish	and	Pul	and	Lud,	who	draw	the	bow,	and	Tubal	and	Javan,
to	the	coastlands	afar	off	who	have	not	heard	My	fame	nor	seen	My	glory.	And
they	 shall	 declare	My	 glory	 among	 the	Gentiles.	 20	 Then	 they	 shall	 bring	 all
your	brethren	for	an	offering	to	 the	LORD	out	of	all	nations,	on	horses	and	in
chariots	 and	 in	 litters,	 on	 mules	 and	 on	 camels,	 to	 My	 holy	 mountain



Jerusalem,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “as	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 bring	 an	 offering	 in	 a
clean	vessel	into	the	house	of	the	LORD.”

Daniel	12:1-3	deals	with	 the	oppression	and	repentance	of	 the	nation	of	 Israel.
At	 the	end	of	 the	Great	Tribulation,	 the	remnant	of	 Israel	will	 repent.	But	also
during	 the	 Great	 Tribulation,	 many	 will	 still	 repent.	 To	 this	 end,	 the	 LORD
provides	 teachers/wise	men/prudent	men	who	will	 shine	 like	 the	 stars.	 In	 this
respect,	one	can	think	of	the	144,000	servants/teachers.

Daniel	12:1	“At	 that	 time	Michael	shall	stand	up,	 the	great	prince	who	stands
watch	over	the	sons	of	your	people;	and	there	shall	be	a	time	of	trouble,	such	as
never	 was	 since	 there	 was	 a	 nation,	 even	 to	 that	 time.	 And	 at	 that	 time	 your
people	 shall	 be	 delivered,	 every	 one	 who	 is	 found	 written	 in	 the	 book.	 (…)	 3
Those	who	are	wise	shall	shine	 like	 the	brightness	of	 the	 firmament,	and	 those
who	turn	many	to	righteousness	like	the	stars	forever	and	ever.”

Matthew	 24:13	“But	 he	 who	 endures	 to	 the	 end	 shall	 be	 saved.	 14	 And	 this
gospel	of	 the	kingdom	will	be	preached	 in	all	 the	world	as	a	witness	 to	all	 the
nations,	and	then	the	end	will	come.”

In	the	end	of	times,	God	will	especially	deal	with	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel
among	all	nations.	Apparently,	 there	are	 still	many	chosen	 that	must	be	saved.
For	this	purpose,	God	will	use	His	nation	Israel.

The	fruit	of	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel

Most	commentators	assume	that	the	great	multitude	of	believers,	coming	out	of
the	Great	Tribulation,	is	the	result	of	the	preaching	of	the	Gospel	by	the	144,000
Jewish	 witnesses.	 Though	 this	 is	 very	 plausible,	 it	 is	 not	 stated	 anywhere
explicitly.

Revelation	7:9	After	these	things	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	great	multitude	which
no	 one	 could	 number,	 of	 all	 nations,	 tribes,	 peoples,	 and	 tongues,	 standing
before	 the	 throne	 and	 before	 the	 Lamb,	 clothed	 with	 white	 robes,	 with	 palm
branches	in	their	hands,	10	and	crying	out	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“Salvation
belongs	to	our	God	who	sits	on	the	throne,	and	to	the	Lamb!”	(…)	13	Then	one
of	 the	 elders	 answered,	 saying	 to	me,	“Who	are	 these	 arrayed	 in	white	 robes,
and	where	did	they	come	from?”	14	And	I	said	to	him,	“Sir,	you	know.”	So	he
said	 to	 me,	 “These	 are	 the	 ones	 who	 come	 out	 of	 the	 great	 tribulation,	 and
washed	their	robes	and	made	them	white	in	the	blood	of	the	Lamb.”



This	 great	 multitude,	 mentioned	 in	 the	 verses	 9-17,	 comes	 out	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	 They	 repented	 and	 now	 stand	 before	 the	 throne	 of	 God	 and	may
serve	 Him	 night	 and	 day.	 Because	 of	 the	 raging	 of	 the	 antichrist,	 they	 have
apparently	not	survived	the	Great	Tribulation.	This	antichrist	will	persecute	the
believers	 fanatically.	 Verse	 14	 makes	 it	 clear	 that	 this	 multitude	 does	 not
constitute	 the	New	Testament	believers	who	have	meanwhile	been	 lifted	up	 in
heaven,	 but	 these	 have	 been	 saved	 in	 a	 time	 of	 great	 oppression	 because	 they
believed	in	Jesus	the	Messiah	and	witnessed	to	Him.	It	is	very	probable	that	this
happened	during	the	first	half	of	the	Great	Tribulation	due	to	the	witnessing	of
the	144,000	sealed	Jews.	They	have	washed	their	robes	and	made	them	white	in
the	blood	of	 the	Lamb.	They	may	now	serve	God	 in	His	 temple	 continuously,
night	and	day–whatever	they	did	on	earth	under	much	hardship	and	with	many
tears.

Revelation	2:10	“Do	not	fear	any	of	those	things	which	you	are	about	to	suffer.
Indeed,	 the	 devil	 is	 about	 to	 throw	 some	 of	 you	 into	 prison,	 that	 you	may	 be
tested,	and	you	will	have	tribulation	ten	days.	Be	faithful	until	death,	and	I	will
give	you	the	crown	of	life.”

This	 text	 shows	 that	 the	 tribulation	 is	 restricted–the	oppressed	must	be	 faithful
until	 death,	 and	 will	 then	 be	 taken	 up	 and	 crowned.	 The	 great	 multitude,
mentioned	in	Revelation	7:9-17,	has	experienced	this.

In	Revelation	 3:4-5,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 also	 speaks	 about	 the	 believers	who	 have
remained	faithful	and	will	walk	with	Him	in	white	garments:

Revelation	3:4	“You	have	a	few	names	even	in	Sardis	who	have	not	defiled	their
garments;	and	they	shall	walk	with	Me	in	white,	for	they	are	worthy.	5	He	who
overcomes	shall	be	clothed	in	white	garments,	and	I	will	not	blot	out	his	name
from	the	Book	of	Life;	but	I	will	confess	his	name	before	My	Father	and	before
His	angels.

Revelation	6:9-11	brings	up	souls	that	have	been	slain	for	the	Word	of	God.	In
all	probability,	we	must	 think	here	of	people	who	have	been	killed	because	of
their	 faith,	 before	 the	 rapture	 of	 the	 Church.	 So	 they	 do	 not	 come	 out	 of	 the
Great	Tribulation,	as	stated	in	Revelation	7.

Zechariah	 13:8	 says	 that	 at	 least	 one	 third	 of	 the	 Jewish	 people	 will	 be	 left
during	 the	Great	Tribulation.	Millions	of	 Jews	however,	will	 survive	 the	Great
Tribulation	 and	 witness	 the	 return	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the



Tribulation.	These	people	will	 actually	 repent,	 be	 it	 after	 a	 process	 of	 refining
and	trying:

Zechariah	13:8	“And	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass	 in	 all	 the	 land,”	 says	 the	 LORD,
“that	two-thirds	in	it	shall	be	cut	off	and	die,	but	one-third	shall	be	left	in	it:	9	I
will	bring	the	one-third	through	the	fire,	will	refine	them	as	silver	is	refined,	and
test	them	as	gold	is	tested.	They	will	call	on	My	name,	and	I	will	answer	them.	I
will	say,	‘This	is	My	people’;	and	each	one	will	say,	‘The	LORD	is	my	God.’”

Scripture	does	not	exactly	state	how	the	remaining	Jewish	nation	will	repent.	It
is	very	clearly	a	work	of	God	Himself,	as	Zechariah	13:9	informs	us.	It	cannot
be	 said	with	 confidence	whether	 in	 this	 process	 the	 144,000	 Jewish	witnesses
have	been	called	in.	However,	according	to	Zechariah	3:9,	God	will	 take	away
the	iniquity	of	the	land	in	one	day:

Zechariah	3:9	‘For	behold,	 the	stone	 that	I	have	 laid	before	Joshua:	Upon	the
stone	are	seven	eyes.	Behold,	 I	will	engrave	 its	 inscription,’	 says	 the	LORD	of
hosts,	‘and	I	will	remove	the	iniquity	of	that	land	in	one	day.’

Isaiah	27:13	So	it	shall	be	in	that	day:	The	great	trumpet	will	be	blown;	they	will
come,	who	are	about	to	perish	in	the	land	of	Assyria,	and	they	who	are	outcasts
in	 the	 land	 of	 Egypt,	 and	 shall	 worship	 the	 LORD	 in	 the	 holy	 mount	 at
Jerusalem.

Matthew	24:31	“And	He	will	send	His	angels	with	a	great	sound	of	a	trumpet,
and	 they	 will	 gather	 together	 His	 elect	 from	 the	 four	 winds,	 from	 one	 end	 of
heaven	to	the	other.”

Zechariah	13:1	“In	that	day	a	fountain	shall	be	opened	for	the	house	of	David
and	for	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem,	for	sin	and	for	uncleanness.	2	It	shall	be	in
that	day,”	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	“that	I	will	cut	off	the	names	of	the	idols	from
the	land,	and	they	shall	no	longer	be	remembered.	I	will	also	cause	the	prophets
and	the	unclean	spirit	to	depart	from	the	land.”

Zechariah	12	explains	to	us	how	the	Jewish	nation	will	repent.	It	will	be	clearly	a
work	 of	 God	 who	 will	 pour	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication	 on	 the
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem:

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,



and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.”

In	Revelation	15:2,	we	see	once	again	an	image	of	people	in	heaven	who	have
offered	resistance	to	the	beast:

Revelation	15:2	And	I	saw	something	like	a	sea	of	glass	mingled	with	fire,	and
those	who	have	the	victory	over	the	beast,	over	his	image	and	over	his	mark	and
over	the	number	of	his	name,	standing	on	the	sea	of	glass,	having	harps	of	God.

It	 is	 even	 said	 that	 they	 have	 conquered	 the	 beast,	 that	 is,	 not	 subjected
themselves	to	it,	not	worshipped	its	image,	not	wanted	the	mark	of	the	beast,	not
given	 in	 to	satan’s	 temptations.	 It	 is	very	probable	 they	have	not	survived	 this,
and	now	we	see	them	standing	on	the	glass	sea,	singing	the	song	of	Moses	and
the	song	of	the	Lamb,	and	having	harps	of	God.	They	play	and	sing	before	the
throne	of	God,	and	what	do	they	sing?

Revelation	15:3	They	sing	the	song	of	Moses,	the	servant	of	God,	and	the	song
of	the	Lamb,	saying:	“Great	and	marvelous	are	Your	works,	Lord	God	Almighty!
Just	and	true	are	Your	ways,	O	King	of	the	saints!	4	Who	shall	not	fear	You,	O
Lord,	and	glorify	Your	name?	For	You	alone	are	holy.	For	all	nations	shall	come
and	worship	before	You,	For	Your	judgments	have	been	manifested.”

This	song	is	heard	by	the	144,000	from	Revelation	14:1-5,	who	are	standing	on
Mount	Zion,	together	with	the	Lamb.	They	can	also	learn	this	song.

Once	again,	the	144,000	believers

Revelation	14:1	Then	 I	 looked,	 and	behold,	 a	Lamb	 standing	on	Mount	Zion,
and	with	Him	one	hundred	and	 forty-four	 thousand,	having	His	Father’s	name
written	on	their	foreheads.	2	And	I	heard	a	voice	from	heaven,	like	the	voice	of
many	 waters,	 and	 like	 the	 voice	 of	 loud	 thunder.	 And	 I	 heard	 the	 sound	 of
harpists	 playing	 their	 harps.	 3	 They	 sang	 as	 it	 were	 a	 new	 song	 before	 the
throne,	before	the	four	living	creatures,	and	the	elders;	and	no	one	could	learn
that	song	except	the	hundred	and	forty-four	thousand	who	were	redeemed	from
the	earth.	4	These	are	 the	ones	who	were	not	defiled	with	women,	 for	 they	are
virgins.	These	are	the	ones	who	follow	the	Lamb	wherever	He	goes.	These	were
redeemed	from	among	men,	being	firstfruits	 to	God	and	to	 the	Lamb.	5	And	in
their	mouth	was	found	no	deceit,	for	they	are	without	fault	before	the	throne	of
God.

In	Revelation	 14,	we	 hear	 once	more	 of	 144,000	 people	who	 are	 standing	 on



Mount	Zion,	together	with	the	Lamb.

They	are	described	as	firstfruits	brought	from	the	earth,	who	have	God’s	Name
written	on	their	foreheads.	We	have	heard	about	this	earlier.	The	144,000	Jewish
servants,	in	Revelation	7,	were	also	sealed	on	their	foreheads.

Through	His	 angel	 and	 servant	 John,	 the	Lord	grants	us	here	 a	glimpse	of	 the
Lamb	who	has	conquered	and	stands	on	Mount	Zion,	together	with	the	144,000
firstfruits.	Who	 are	 these	 firstfruits?	Most	 commentators	 agree	 that	 this	 is	 the
same	 group	 as	 mentioned	 in	 Revelation	 7:1-8.	 So	 they	 are	 Jewish	 witnesses,
servants	 of	God,	 firstfruits	 of	 a	 large	 number	 of	 Jewish	 people	 still	 to	 follow.
They	have	done	 their	 job	and	have	come	out	of	 the	Great	Tribulation.	We	can
read	about	the	result	of	their	mission	in	Revelation	7:9-17.	They	are	standing	on
Mount	Zion,	i.e.	on	the	earth.

They	 have	 survived	 the	 Great	 Tribulation	 because	 they	 had	 been	 sealed	 and
could	therefore	not	be	harmed.	John	heard	a	voice	from	heaven,	like	the	voice	of
many	waters,	the	voice	of	God.	John	also	heard	a	unanimous	voice	of	harpists,
who	sang	a	new	song	before	the	throne,	before	the	four	living	creatures,	and	the
elders.	And	only	the	144,000	who	had	been	redeemed	from	the	earth	could	learn
that	new	song!

The	 144,000	 have	 the	 Name	 of	 their	 Father	 on	 their	 foreheads.	 This	 also
protected	 them	 while	 proclaiming	 the	 Gospel	 on	 earth	 during	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	They	are	the	Father’s	property	and,	through	the	Father,	given	to	the
Lord	Jesus,	the	Lamb,	and	bought	by	the	precious	and	beloved	blood	of	the	Lord
Jesus	 that	He	 shed	on	Calvary	 for	 the	 reconciliation	of	 all	 their	 sins.	They	are
called	virgins,	women	who	have	not	yet	had	intercourse	with	a	man.	But	here	we
are	talking	of	men	who	have	not	been	defiled	with	women.	In	2Corinthians	11:2,
the	apostle	Paul	already	said	 that	 the	believers	will	be	presented	 to	Christ	as	a
chaste	 virgin.	This	 has	 become	 reality	with	 the	144,000–as	 a	 comfort	 to	 those
who	will	follow.	For	they	are	firstfruits,	bought	from	the	people,	and	they	were
not	made	drunk	with	 the	wine	of	fornication,	sexual	 immorality,	which	will	be
abundant	 in	 the	end	 time.	They	have	not	worshipped	 the	beast,	 they	have	kept
God’s	 commandments	 and	 their	 faith	 in	 Jesus,	 and	 are	 flawless	 before	 God’s
throne.

The	Lamb	stands	on	Mount	Zion,	and	with	Him	144,000	believers

The	 LORD	 has	 anointed	 His	 Son,	 the	Messiah,	 as	 King	 over	 Zion,	 His	 holy



mountain	since	He	has	chosen	Zion	as	His	dwelling-place.	This	was	indeed	the
case	before	 the	exiles.	But	due	to	 the	 iniquity	of	Judah	and	Israel,	 the	glory	of
God	 had	 left	 the	 temple.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	Great	 Tribulation,	 the	 LORD	will
return.	 In	 the	 form	 of	 His	 Son,	 the	 Messiah,	 His	 glory	 will	 return,	 for	 the
Messiah	is	the	glory	of	the	Father.

Zechariah	8:3	“Thus	 says	 the	LORD:	 ‘I	will	 return	 to	Zion,	 and	dwell	 in	 the
midst	of	Jerusalem.	Jerusalem	shall	be	called	the	City	of	Truth,	the	Mountain	of
the	LORD	of	hosts,	the	Holy	Mountain.’

See	also	Psalm	2:6	and	Psalm	132:13.

They	heard	a	sound	(voice)	from	heaven

Revelation	14:2	And	I	heard	a	voice	from	heaven,	like	the	voice	of	many	waters,
and	 like	 the	 voice	 of	 loud	 thunder.	 And	 I	 heard	 the	 sound	 of	 harpists	 playing
their	harps.

This	would	hold	 that	 this	group	of	people	 is	on	the	earth,	on	Mount	Zion.	The
Lamb	is	also	standing	on	Mount	Zion,	i.e.	the	Messiah	has	returned,	which	also
means	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.	 Also	 the	 phenomena	 accompanying
God’s	 voice	 correspond	 with	 other	 verses	 from	 Scripture	 that	 describe	 God’s
voice–the	voice	coming	from	God	in	heaven	and	meant	for	the	people	living	on
earth.	Most	translations	say	it	is	a	‘voice	from	heaven’,	a	few	say	a	‘sound	from
heaven’.

The	harpists	sing	as	it	were	a	new	song

Revelation	14:3	They	sang	as	it	were	a	new	song	before	the	throne,	before	the
four	living	creatures,	and	the	elders;	and	no	one	could	learn	that	song	except	the
hundred	and	forty-four	thousand	who	were	redeemed	from	the	earth.

This	verse	is	often	misread;	people	think	it	says	that	the	144,000	sing	this	new
song.	But	the	fact	is	that	they	still	have	to	learn	this	song.	The	song	is	sung	by
the	harpists	as	it	were	unanimous.	Who	are	those	harpists?	In	Revelation	15:2-4,
we	 read	more	 about	 them.	 They	 are	 people	 who	 have	 not	 survived	 the	 Great
Tribulation	because	they	did	not	worship	the	beast.	They	are	the	victors	over	the
beast	and	his	mark.	And	they	sing	the	song	of	Moses	and	the	song	of	the	Lamb.
Also	the	text	they	must/can	learn	is	heard	here:

Revelation	15:2	And	I	saw	something	like	a	sea	of	glass	mingled	with	fire,	and
those	who	have	the	victory	over	the	beast,	over	his	image	and	over	his	mark	and



over	the	number	of	his	name,	standing	on	the	sea	of	glass,	having	harps	of	God.
3	They	sing	 the	song	of	Moses,	 the	servant	of	God,	and	 the	song	of	 the	Lamb,
saying:	 “Great	 and	 marvelous	 are	 Your	 works,	 Lord	 God	 Almighty!	 Just	 and
true	are	Your	ways,	O	King	of	the	saints!	4	Who	shall	not	fear	You,	O	Lord,	and
glorify	 Your	 name?	 For	 You	 alone	 are	 holy.	 For	 all	 nations	 shall	 come	 and
worship	before	You,	for	Your	judgments	have	been	manifested.”

Only	the	144,000	can	learn	this	new	song

Why	cannot	other	people	learn	this	song?	Why	can	the	144,000	learn	it?	Can	we
also	learn	this	song?	Yes,	if	we	have	the	same	characteristics	as	the	people	from
this	group.	Otherwise,	it	will	remain	hidden,	as	the	Lord	Jesus	also	indicates	in:

Matthew	11:25	At	that	time	Jesus	answered	and	said,	“I	thank	You,	Father,	Lord
of	 heaven	 and	 earth,	 that	 You	 have	 hidden	 these	 things	 from	 the	 wise	 and
prudent	and	have	revealed	them	to	babes.	26	Even	so,	Father,	for	so	it	seemed
good	in	Your	sight.	27	All	things	have	been	delivered	to	Me	by	My	Father,	and
no	 one	 knows	 the	 Son	 except	 the	 Father.	 Nor	 does	 anyone	 know	 the	 Father
except	the	Son,	and	the	one	to	whom	the	Son	wills	to	reveal	Him.”

Or	as	Paul	writes	to	the	Corinthians	in:

1Corinthians	2:14	But	the	natural	man	does	not	receive	the	things	of	the	Spirit
of	God,	for	they	are	foolishness	to	him;	nor	can	he	know	them,	because	they	are
spiritually	discerned.

Characteristics	of	the	144,000

In	verses	1	through	5,	we	can	ascertain	the	characteristics	of	the	144,000.	Most
important	is	that	they	are	bought	with	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	and	that	the	Father
has	confirmed	it	by	writing	His	Name	on	their	foreheads.	They	have	been	bought
from	 the	 earth	 by	 the	 blood	 of	 the	 Lamb–bought	 out	 of	 the	millions	 of	 other
Jewish	people,	as	firstfruits.

They	are	virgins,	not	defiled	by	women

Some	commentators	think	that	like	the	apostle	Paul	they	were	not	married,	and
consequently	 had	 no	 obligations	 to	 a	 family,	 did	 not	 have	 to	 take	 care	 of	 a
family,	and	could	move	around	the	earth	much	more	freely.	On	top	of	that,	it	was
for	a	seven-year	period.	Another	possibility	 is	 that	 they	had	cut	 themselves	for
the	sake	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	The	Lord	Jesus	speaks	about	this	in:



Matthew	19:12	“For	there	are	eunuchs	who	were	born	thus	from	their	mother’s
womb,	 and	 there	 are	 eunuchs	who	were	made	 eunuchs	 by	men,	 and	 there	 are
eunuchs	who	have	made	themselves	eunuchs	 for	 the	kingdom	of	heaven’s	sake.
He	who	is	able	to	accept	it,	let	him	accept	it.”

This	cutting	was	done	to	resist	all	sorts	of	temptations.

They	follow	the	Lamb	wherever	He	goes:

John	10:27	“My	sheep	hear	My	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	Me.”

John	12:26	“If	anyone	serves	Me,	let	him	follow	Me;	and	where	I	am,	there	My
servant	will	be	also.	If	anyone	serves	Me,	him	My	Father	will	honor.”

They	are	the	firstfruits	for	God	and	the	Lamb

When	they	are	firstfruits,	many	are	to	follow.	Yes,	all	Israel	will	be	saved,	as	the
apostle	Paul	says	in:

Romans	11:26	And	so	all	Israel	will	be	saved,	as	it	 is	written:	“The	Deliverer
will	come	out	of	Zion,	and	He	will	turn	away	ungodliness	from	Jacob;	27	for	this
is	My	covenant	with	them,	when	I	take	away	their	sins.”

Israel	as	a	nation	is	called	a	firstfruits	nation,	the	firstfruits	of	His	increase.	Israel
was	 the	 only	 nation	 having	 to	 sacrifice	 the	 firstfruits	 of	 the	 harvest,	 of	 their
cattle,	 to	 the	 LORD.	 Israel	 was	 also	 the	 first	 nation	 chosen	 by	 the	 LORD	 to
proclaim	 His	 Name	 among	 the	 nations.	 Through	 Israel,	 all	 nations	 will	 be
blessed.	In	Romans	11:16,	Paul	calls	the	first	Jewish	believers	firstfruits	that	are
holy.

Jeremiah	2:3	“Israel	was	holiness	to	the	LORD,	the	firstfruits	of	His	increase.
All	that	devour	him	will	offend;	disaster	will	come	upon	them,”	says	the	LORD.

Romans	11:15	For	if	their	being	cast	away	is	the	reconciling	of	the	world,	what
will	their	acceptance	be	but	life	from	the	dead?	16	For	if	the	firstfruit	is	holy,	the
lump	is	also	holy;	and	if	the	root	is	holy,	so	are	the	branches.

There	is	no	deceit	in	their	mouth

In	 this,	 they	 follow	 the	Lamb.	Likewise,	 in	His	mouth	 there	was	 never	 deceit
either,	as	the	prophet	Isaiah	also	tells	us	in	Chapter	53:9.	The	prophet	Zephaniah
also	says	in	Chapter	3:13	that	 the	remnant	of	Israel	will	do	no	unrighteousness
and	speak	no	lies;	neither	will	a	deceitful	tongue	be	found.



Isaiah	53:9	And	they	made	His	grave	with	the	wicked	--	but	with	the	rich	at	His
death,	because	He	had	done	no	violence,	nor	was	any	deceit	in	His	mouth.

Zephaniah	3:13	The	remnant	of	 Israel	 shall	do	no	unrighteousness	and	speak
no	lies,	nor	shall	a	deceitful	tongue	be	found	in	their	mouth;	for	they	shall	feed
their	flocks	and	lie	down,	and	no	one	shall	make	them	afraid.”

They	are	without	blemish	before	the	throne	of	God

They	have	been	cleansed	by	 the	blood	of	 the	Lamb.	He	has	bought	 them	with
His	life.	Standing	before	the	throne,	they	do	not	have	any	sin	anymore.	By	way
of	the	Messiah,	they	are	presented	to	the	Father	as	if	they	were,	so	to	say,	chaste
virgins.

Ephesians	5:25	(…)	 just	as	Christ	also	 loved	 the	Church	and	gave	Himself	 for
her,	26	that	He	might	sanctify	and	cleanse	her	with	the	washing	of	water	by	the
word,	 27	 that	He	might	 present	 her	 to	Himself	 a	 glorious	Church,	 not	 having
spot	 or	 wrinkle	 or	 any	 such	 thing,	 but	 that	 she	 should	 be	 holy	 and	 without
blemish.

In	Jeremiah	2:3,	the	prophet	says	that	Israel	was	holy	to	the	LORD,	the	firstfruits
of	 His	 increase.	 Israel	 is	 also	 the	 firstborn	 son	 of	 God.	 Because	 of	 Israel’s
disobedience	however,	the	Gentiles	have	preceded	them.	After	the	descent	of	the
Holy	 Spirit,	 the	 believers	 are	 called	 firstfruits–firstfruits	 of	 the	 Spirit.	 They
precede	 Israel,	 but	 Israel	 does	 follow,	 be	 it	 many	 centuries	 later	 and	 through
much	 oppression.	 So	 there	 is	 no	 reason	 whatsoever	 to	 think	 that	 the	 New
Testament	Church	has	come	in	the	place	of	Israel.	Israel	may	still	look	forward
to	the	fulfillment	of	the	promises	as	to	their	salvation.



82.	The	two	witnesses
While	the	144,000	witnesses	spread	the	Gospel	in	the	entire	civilized	world,	the
“two	 witnesses”	 preach	 in	 the	 city	 of	 Jerusalem.	 Their	 ministry	 will	 be	 an
international,	 global,	 ministry,	 even	 if	 they	 apparently	 never	 leave	 the	 city	 of
Jerusalem.	 This	 is	 very	 well	 possible	 because	 in	 our	 days	 television	 cameras
could	make	 their	 preaching	visible	 right	 into	 the	 farthest	 regions	of	 this	 earth.
They	must	 preach,	while	 the	 unbelievers	 probably	 have	 power	 over	 Jerusalem
and	the	court	outside	the	temple.

Revelation	11:1	Then	 I	was	given	a	 reed	 like	a	measuring	 rod.	And	 the	angel
stood,	 saying,	“Rise	and	measure	 the	 temple	of	God,	 the	altar,	 and	 those	who
worship	there.	2	But	leave	out	the	court	which	is	outside	the	temple,	and	do	not
measure	it,	for	it	has	been	given	to	the	Gentiles.	And	they	will	tread	the	holy	city
underfoot	for	forty-two	months.	3	And	I	will	give	power	to	my	two	witnesses,	and
they	 will	 prophesy	 one	 thousand	 two	 hundred	 and	 sixty	 days,	 clothed	 in
sackcloth.”	 4	 These	 are	 the	 two	 olive	 trees	 and	 the	 two	 lampstands	 standing
before	the	God	of	the	earth.

In	general,	it	is	assumed	that	the	two	witnesses	are	Moses	and	Elijah–Moses	as
the	representative	of	the	law	and	Elijah	as	the	representative	of	the	prophets.

Both	are	in	heaven.	During	Jesus’	walk	on	earth,	these	two	men	appeared	during
the	 transfiguration	on	 the	mount	 in	order	 to	 speak	with	 Jesus	about	His	 future
suffering	and	death.	Elijah	had	ascended	 to	heaven.	Nothing	 to	 this	 extent	has
been	said	in	the	Bible	about	Moses,	but	the	book	of	Jude	states	that	the	archangel
Michael	 disputed	 with	 satan	 about	 Moses’	 body.	 This	 could	 lead	 to	 the
conclusion	 that	 Moses	 was	 either	 raised	 and	 ascended	 to	 heaven,	 or	 directly
taken	 up	 in	 heaven	 because	 his	 grave	 was	 never	 found.	 The	 latter	 however,
would	be	contradictory	to	God’s	Word	that	states	that	God	buried	Moses.

In	these	verses	of	Revelation,	we	discover	an	act	by	Moses	(who	changed	water
into	blood),	and	an	act	by	Elijah	(who	closed	the	heavens	so	that	it	did	not	rain
for	three	years).	The	two	olive	trees,	Moses	and	Elijah,	represent	the	law	and	the
prophets.	That	Elijah	will	come	back,	is	also	prophesied	by	the	prophet	Malachi
in:

Malachi	4:5	Behold,	I	will	send	you	Elijah	the	prophet	before	the	coming	of	the
great	and	dreadful	day	of	the	LORD.



In	Zechariah	4,	these	two	olive	trees	also	occur,	in	addition	to	a	“lampstand	of
solid	 gold	with	 a	 bowl	 on	 top	 of	 it,	 and	 on	 the	 stand	 seven	 lamps	with	 seven
pipes	to	the	seven	lamps.	Two	olive	trees	are	by	it,	one	at	the	right	of	the	bowl
and	the	other	at	its	left.”

Who	is	the	lampstand	of	gold	and	who	are	the	olive	trees?

Many	explanations	have	been	given,	but	 to	me	 the	best	 explanation	 is	 that	 the
lampstand	of	gold	is	God	Himself,	or	the	coming	Messiah.	The	seven	lamps	are
then	the	eyes	of	the	LORD,	or	the	seven	spirits	sitting	before	His	throne.	Or,	if	it
is	the	Messiah,	the	seven	lamps	are	the	seven	Churches,	lightbearers,	and	also	an
image	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

According	to	Zechariah	4:14,	the	two	olive	trees	are	the	two	anointed	ones,	who
are	 standing	 with	 the	 Lord	 of	 the	 entire	 earth.	 And	 who	 stood	 by	 the	 Lord
(Adonai)	 of	 the	 entire	 earth?	 Weren’t	 they	 Moses	 and	 Elijah	 during	 the
transformation	on	the	mount?

Zechariah	4:2	And	he	said	to	me,	“What	do	you	see?”	So	I	said,	“I	am	looking,
and	there	is	a	lampstand	of	solid	gold	with	a	bowl	on	top	of	it,	and	on	the	stand
seven	lamps	with	seven	pipes	to	the	seven	lamps.	3	Two	olive	trees	are	by	it,	one
at	the	right	of	the	bowl	and	the	other	at	its	left.”	(…)	14	So	he	said,	“These	are
the	two	anointed	ones,	who	stand	beside	the	Lord	of	the	whole	earth.”

And	 nobody–no	 police	 force,	 no	 military	 or	 civilian	 power,	 no	 Israeli
government,	 no	UN	 or	 EU–will	 be	 able	 to	 bring	 these	witnesses	 to	 stop	 their
preaching	or	to	harm	them.	Everybody	who	tries	to	do	so	will	be	killed	by	fire
from	the	witnesses’	mouths.

Revelation	 11:5	 And	 if	 anyone	 wants	 to	 harm	 them,	 fire	 proceeds	 from	 their
mouth	and	devours	their	enemies.	And	if	anyone	wants	to	harm	them,	he	must	be
killed	in	this	manner.	6	These	have	power	to	shut	heaven,	so	that	no	rain	falls	in
the	 days	 of	 their	 prophecy;	 and	 they	 have	 power	 over	 waters	 to	 turn	 them	 to
blood,	and	to	strike	the	earth	with	all	plagues,	as	often	as	they	desire.

During	the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation,	when	the	144,000	and	the	two	witnesses
are	 preaching,	millions	 of	 people	 from	all	 nations,	 tribes,	 peoples	 and	 tongues
will	receive	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	their	Lord	and	Savior	(Revelation	7:9-17).

Once	 the	 ministry	 of	 the	 144,000	 believers	 and	 the	 two	 witnesses	 has	 been
completed,	 the	 special	 protection	 they	 received	 for	 their	 ministry	 will	 be



removed.	God	will	then	allow	the	antichrist	and	his	followers	to	kill	the	believers
and	the	two	witnesses.	(See	the	texts	below.)

Daniel	7:21	“I	was	watching;	and	 the	same	horn	was	making	war	against	 the
saints,	 and	 prevailing	 against	 them	 (…)	 25	 He	 shall	 speak	 pompous	 words
against	 the	Most	High,	 shall	 persecute	 the	 saints	 of	 the	Most	High,	 and	 shall
intend	to	change	times	and	law.	Then	the	saints	shall	be	given	into	his	hand	for	a
time	and	times	and	half	a	time.”

Psalm	 79:1	 A	 Psalm	 of	 Asaph.	 O	 God,	 the	 nations	 have	 come	 into	 Your
inheritance;	 Your	 holy	 temple	 they	 have	 defiled;	 they	 have	 laid	 Jerusalem	 in
heaps.	2	The	dead	bodies	of	Your	servants	they	have	given	as	food	for	the	birds
of	the	heavens,	the	flesh	of	Your	saints	to	the	beasts	of	the	earth.	3	Their	blood
they	have	shed	 like	water	all	around	Jerusalem,	and	 there	was	no	one	 to	bury
them.

This	will	happen	to	those	who	have	so	faithfully	served	the	Lord	during	the	first
half	 of	 the	 Tribulation.	 But	 the	 Lord	 knows	 what	 He	 is	 doing	 and	 He	 has	 a
higher	 purpose	 in	 mind	 for	 every	 one	 of	 His	 children.	 Scripture	 tells	 us
especially	 about	 the	 death	 of	 the	 two	 witnesses–hated	 and	 despised	 by	 an
ungodly	world–since	they	will	be	shown	in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem.	The	wicked
of	the	world	will	rejoice	over	their	death	and	send	gifts	to	each	other.

Revelation	 11:8	And	 their	 dead	 bodies	 will	 lie	 in	 the	 street	 of	 the	 great	 city
which	spiritually	is	called	Sodom	and	Egypt,	where	also	our	Lord	was	crucified.
9	Then	 those	 from	the	peoples,	 tribes,	 tongues,	and	nations	will	see	 their	dead
bodies	 three-and-a-half	 days,	 and	 not	 allow	 their	 dead	 bodies	 to	 be	 put	 into
graves.	10	And	those	who	dwell	on	the	earth	will	rejoice	over	them,	make	merry,
and	send	gifts	to	one	another,	because	these	two	prophets	tormented	those	who
dwell	on	the	earth.

But	don’t	forget	that	the	jubilations	of	the	ungodly	will	last	for	only	a	short	while
and	that	the	joy	of	the	hypocrites	will	be	for	a	moment:

Job	20:5	That	the	triumphing	of	the	wicked	is	short,	and	the	joy	of	the	hypocrite
is	but	for	a	moment?

Suddenly,	after	three-and-a-half	days,	the	dead	bodies	of	the	two	witnesses	will
rise	 again	 in	 front	 of	 everybody’s	 eyes	 (television?).	While	 their	 enemies	 are
watching,	their	bodies	will	ascend	to	heaven	in	a	cloud:



Revelation	 11:12	 And	 they	 heard	 a	 loud	 voice	 from	 heaven	 saying	 to	 them,
“Come	up	here.”	And	they	ascended	to	heaven	in	a	cloud,	and	their	enemies	saw
them.

The	death	of	these	saints	by	the	hand	of	the	ungodly	(Psalm	116:15:	“Precious
in	 the	sight	of	 the	LORD	is	 the	death	of	His	saints”)–although	 tragic	 in	 itself–
will	 be	 transformed	 by	 the	LORD	 into	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 testimonies	 for	 the
Messiah	the	world	has	ever	seen.	This	event	will	literally	turn	around	the	hearts
of	the	Jewish	nation	so	that	they	repent	to	the	LORD,	as	we	read	in:

Revelation	11:13	In	the	same	hour	there	was	a	great	earthquake,	and	a	tenth	of
the	city	 fell.	 In	 the	earthquake	seven	 thousand	people	were	killed,	and	 the	rest
were	afraid	and	gave	glory	to	the	God	of	heaven.



83.	Wars	preceding	the	coming	of	the
Messianic	Millennium
Attack	on	Israel	by	Gog	and	Magog

The	 attack	 of	 Gog	 and	 Magog	 is	 described	 in	 Ezekiel	 38	 and	 39.	 Most
commentators	take	it	that	the	attack	by	Gog	and	Magog	will	take	place	at	the	end
of	 the	Great	 Tribulation.	 Some	 think	 the	 third	 temple	will	 be	 built	 before	 the
Great	Tribulation,	because	otherwise	it	could	probably	not	be	built.	Furthermore,
during	the	Great	Tribulation,	the	antichrist	will	sit	in	the	temple	in	Jerusalem.	So
a	temple	must	have	been	built	before	the	time	of	tribulations.

Israel	 will	 be	 attacked	 by	 the	 countries	 from	 the	 north	 and	 the	 surrounding
countries.	However,	Israel	will	be	victorious	because	God	has	promised	so.	The
Messiah	Himself	will	destroy	the	nations.

Where	does	the	name	Magog	come	from?

Actually,	 the	 name	Magog	 is	 rather	 special.	 There	 are	 only	 a	 few	 names	 that
occur	in	Genesis,	the	first	book	of	the	Bible,	right	up	to	Revelation,	the	last	book
of	the	Bible.

1.	 Genesis	 10:2	 The	 sons	 of	 Japheth	 were	 Gomer,	 Magog,	 Madai,
Javan,	Tubal,	Meshech,	and	Tiras.

2.	 1Chronicles	 1:5	 The	 sons	 of	 Japheth	 were	 Gomer,	 Magog,	Madai,
Javan,	Tubal,	Meshech,	and	Tiras.

3.	 Ezekiel	38:2	“Son	of	man,	 set	your	 face	against	Gog,	of	 the	 land	of
Magog,	 the	 prince	 of	 Rosh,	 Meshech,	 and	 Tubal,	 and	 prophesy
against	him.”

4.	 Ezekiel	39:6	“And	I	will	send	fire	on	Magog	and	on	those	who	live	in
security	 in	 the	 coastlands.	 Then	 they	 shall	 know	 that	 I	 am	 the
LORD.”

5.	 Revelation	20:8	and	will	 go	out	 to	deceive	 the	nations	which	are	 in
the	 four	 corners	 of	 the	 earth,	 Gog	 and	 Magog,	 to	 gather	 them
together	to	battle,	whose	number	is	as	the	sand	of	the	sea.



After	 the	 Flood,	Magog	 comes	 on	 for	 the	 first	 time.	Magog	 is	 a	 grandson	 of
Noah	 whom	 everybody	 knows.	 But	Magog	 is	 outside	 the	 bloodline	 that	 runs
from	 Adam	 to	 Christ.	 Shem	 is	 Noah’s	 firstborn,	 but	 Shem	 did	 not	 produce
Magog–Japheth	 did.	 So	Magog’s	 story	 starts	 in	Genesis	 10	where	we	 find	 his
name.

According	to	the	Bible–we	can	read	this	in	Genesis	and	in	1Chronicles–Magog
and	his	family	go	to	a	place	on	earth	to	develop	into	a	tribe.	That	is	why	later	in
Ezekiel	 we	 no	 longer	 read	 about	 the	 person	 Magog,	 but	 about	 his	 land.	 In
Ezekiel	38:2,	for	example,	 it	 is	called	‘the	land	of	Magog.’	The	name	Moscow
would	originate	from	the	Hebrew	word	‘Magowg’	or,	according	to	others	from
Meshech.

What	do	the	names	Gog	and	Magog	mean?

In	 Ezekiel	 38:2,	 Gog	 is	 described	 as	 a	 prince,	 i.e.	 of	 Meshech	 and	 Tubal
(possibly	Moscow	and	Tobolsk).	But	 apparently,	 according	 to	 this	verse,	 these
countries	 belong	 to	Magog;	 they	 are	 countries	 in	Northern	Asia.	 Their	 names
have	the	following	meaning:

Gog:	 roof	 and	 cover.	 The	 roof	 is	 the	 cover	 of	 the	 house,	 but	 cover	 is	 also
synonymous	to	mystery.

Magog	(Hebrew	for	dissolution).	Whether	Gog	has	been	derived	from	Magog	or
vice	versa,	and	whether	reference	is	to	real	or	mythological	figures	or	countries,
has,	to	this	day,	not	yet	been	established	with	certainty.

If	the	reference	is	to	a	person,	he	could	be	either	a	leader	or	a	prince.	If	it	is	to	a
country,	that	country	must	be	situated	north	of	Israel,	a	mountainous	region	with
high	peaks.	From	maps	of	the	ancient	world,	that	were	known	to	the	Hebrews,	it
appears	that	Gog	and	Magog	belong	to	the	area	that	was	considered	to	be	the	top
of	 the	 then	 known	 world,	 the	 Caucasus,	 which	 also	 encompasses	 the	 area	 of
Georgia.	 Mesheth	 can	 be	 found	 in	 the	 southern	 part	 of	 the	 Caucasus,	 in	 the
border	region	of	north-east	Turkey	and	Georgia.	Thubal	is	situated	in	the	region
Rize	in	the	current	north-eastern	part	of	Turkey,	on	the	Black	Sea	coast.

Some	Bible	teachers	take	it	for	granted	that	Russia	will	participate	in	the	attack
on	Israel.	Others	think	of	Turkey	and	the	countries	bordering	Israel	in	the	north,
including	 Iran.	 Now	 we	 should	 be	 very	 careful	 in	 interpreting	 these	 Biblical
prophecies,	 especially	 when	 the	 text	 itself	 does	 not	 clearly	 indicate	 what	 is
meant.



It	 is	 clear	 that	 it	 involves	 countries	 situated	 north	 of	 Israel.	 And	 these	 are
countries	that–in	the	past	and	in	the	present–have	clearly	shown	that	they	would
like	 to	 enlarge	 their	 territory.	 It’s	 also	 true	 that	 the	 religious	 leaders	 in	 those
countries	would	like	to	see	their	religions	extended	throughout	the	entire	world–
such	as	the	Islamic	religion	and	the	Russian	Orthodox	Church.	And	it’s	also	true
that	most	of	these	countries	would	like	to	see	Israel	disappear	from	the	Middle
East.

What	does	Flavius	Josephus	say	about	Magog?

The	Roman-Jewish	 historian	Flavius	 Josephus,	 active	 in	 the	 first	 century,	 puts
Magog	on	a	par	with	 the	Scythians,	nomads	 from	 the	 steppes	 in	Central	Asia.
They	established	a	 realm	north	of	 the	Black	Sea	 that	 stood	up	 from	 the	eighth
century	 B.C.	 until	 the	 second	 century	 B.C.	 But	 Josephus	 does	 not	 link	 the
Scythians	 with	 apocalyptic	 themes–they	 are	 just	 the	 enemies	 who	 turned	 up
during	 that	 period.	 In	 his	 work	 De	 Bello	 Judaico	 he	 brings	 up	 the	 story	 of
Alexander	the	Great,	who	would	have	built	an	iron	gate	between	two	mountains
in	order	to	hold	back	Gog	and	Magog	from	the	civilized	world.

Where	do	the	descendants	of	Gog	and	Magog	currently	live?

Specifically	 in	 Ezekiel	 38,	 with	 respect	 to	 the	 end	 time,	 we	 come	 across	 a
number	 of	 names	 that	 can	 be	 directly	 derived	 from	 the	 names	 mentioned	 in
Genesis	9:18-29	and	Genesis	10.	As	we	have	seen,	these	nations	from	Ezekiel	38
and	39	descend	from	Noah’s	sons	Japheth	and	Ham.

Genesis	10,	verse	2,	 starts	with	mentioning	Noah’s	son	Japheth.	 Japheth’s	 first
son	was	Gomer	who	is	identified	with	Gimmirraa	in	the	Assyrian

sources	 (i.e.	 the	Kimmeriori	 of	 the	Greek	 sources).	 There	 are	 indications	 that
Gomer’s	descendants	settled	on	the	British	isles	as	Celts	(Kimmeriori)	and	north
of	 the	 Caspian	 Sea	 in	 Russia.	 One	 of	 Gomer’s	 sons	 was	 Ashkenaz	 whose
offspring	can	probably,	partly,	be	identified	with	the	German	nation;	the	Hebrew
word	 for	 Germany	 is	 Ashkenaz.	 Another	 son	 of	 Gomer	 is	 Togarmah.	 The
Armenians	 consider	 him	 the	 founding	 father	 of	 their	 nation.	 Armenia	 is	 also
known	as	Ararat,	situated	south-east	of	the	Black	Sea,	close	to	the	eastern	border
of	Turkey.	Japheth’s	second	son	is	Magog.	The	Greek	historian	Herodotus	called
Magog	an	ancestor	of	the	Scythians.	They	settled	north	of	Mount	Ararat	in	the
southern	Caucasus,	in	Georgia,	Russia.

What	do	the	rabbis	teach	us	today?



But	who	or	what	are	‘Gog	and	Magog’?	Are	they	one	nation	or	one	land?	And	if
they	 invade	 Israel,	when	will	 this	 take	 place	 as	 described	 in	Ezekiel?	The	 old
rabbis	point	out	in	the	Midrash1)	that	the	numerical	value	of	‘Gog	and	Magog’	is
70.	 According	 to	 the	 old	 rabbinical	 tradition,	 this	 battle	 of	 ‘Gog	 and	Magog’
covers	the	seventy	nations,	and	thus	assumingly	the	entire	human	race,	that	will
be	involved	in	a	last	battle	against	Israel,	so	a	world-wide	Armageddon,	in	which
the	armies	of	‘Gog	and	Magog’	are	marching	against	the	Messiah’s	armies!

So	symbolically	and	prophetically,	the	rabbis	do	not	consider	‘Gog	and	Magog’
to	 be	 one	 specific	 nation,	 for	 example	 Russia,	 but	 one	 joint	 power	 intent	 to
destroy	 Israel!	Nevertheless,	 the	American	 author	 Joel	C.	Rosenberg	writes	 in
one	of	his	columns:

‘In	the	summer	of	2010,	a	group	of	orthodox	rabbis	began	publicly	speculating
that	 perhaps	 the	 “War	 of	 Gog	 and	Magog”	 was	 going	 to	 happen	 sooner	 than
most	people	thought.’	In	connection	with	the	recent	developments	at	the	Israeli
borders,	it	is	a	scenario	that	is	more	obvious!

1)	Midrash	is	a	rabbinic	method	of	interpretation	relating	a	portion

of	the	Tanakh	to	a	relevant	aspect	of	life.

The	Quran

It	is	also	through	Syrian	literature	that	the	Alexander	Story	of	the	iron	gate	and
the	inclusion	of	Gog	and	Magog	found	its	way	into	the	Quran	and	early	Islamic
literature.	Gog	and	Magog	(Yajūj	wa	Majūj)	and	Hoornenman	are	mentioned	in
Surah	Al-Kahf	(The	cave	18:83-98)	and	Surah	Al-Anbiya	(The	prophets	21:95-
96).	Surah	18	 tells	 the	story	of	Alexander	 (Dhul-Qarnayn),	who	builds	an	 iron
wall	 between	 two	 mountains	 to	 block	 Gog	 and	 Magog	 out	 off	 the	 civilized
world.	 Also,	 the	 Quran	 (Surah	 21:95-96)	 talks	 about	 the	 release	 of	 Gog	 and
Magog	on	the	day	of	judgment.

All	 through	 history,	 Gog	 and	 Magog	 have	 been	 the	 symbols	 of	 the	 enemy.
Depending	on	who	was	talking	about	them,	Gog	and	Magog	have	lived	all	over
the	 world.	 For	 the	 Christian	 West,	 the	 Islamites	 were	 Gog	 and	 Magog;
conversely,	Muslims	believe	the	names	refer	to	the	West.

The	early	church	fathers

The	early	church	fathers	also	commented	on	and	interpreted	the	history	of	Gog
and	Magog.	They,	 too,	believed	 in	a	 literal	 interpretation	of	Revelation	20:1-6.



Justin	Martyr	and	Irenaeus	came	 to	be	known	as	 the	 fiercest	advocates	of	pre-
millennialism.	 Jerome	 also	 mentioned	 the	 Scythians	 as	 the	 descendants	 of
Magog,	 saying	 they	 would	 terrorize	 the	 world	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Messianic
kingdom.

Explanation	of	Ezekiel	38	and	39

First	invasion	from	the	North

History	 quite	 evidently	 repeats	 itself.	 There	 are	 three	 similar	 attacks	 on	 the
people	of	Israel	in	the	Bible.

The	first	invasion	took	place	in	the	days	of	Joshua,	about	3,460	years	ago,	and	is
described	 in	 detail	 in	 Joshua	 11:1-10.	 The	 attackers	 were	 a	 united	 army	 of
several	 nations	 from	 the	 north,	 as	 will	 be	 the	 case	 in	 the	 future.	 A	 special
indication	is	made	in	Joshua	11:2	“…	the	kings	who	were	from	the	north,	in	the
mountains…”	 This	 could	 be	 an	 allusion	 to	 the	 mountains	 of	 Turkey	 and	 the
Caucasus.	But	the	nations	surrounding	Israel	were	also	involved	in	the	attack.	It
is	stated:	“So	they	went	out,	they	and	all	their	armies	with	them,	as	many	people
as	 the	 sand	 that	 is	 on	 the	 seashore	 in	 multitude.”	 All	 these	 armies	 were
completely	 destroyed	 by	 the	 God	 of	 Israel	 and	 Joshua!	 “Until	 they	 left	 them
none	of	them	remaining.”

Joshua	11:1	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	Jabin	king	of	Hazor	heard	these	things,
that	 he	 sent	 to	 Jobab	 king	 of	 Madon,	 to	 the	 king	 of	 Shimron,	 to	 the	 king	 of
Achshaph,	2	and	to	the	kings	who	were	from	the	north,	in	the	mountains,	in	the
plain	south	of	Chinneroth,	in	the	lowland,	and	in	the	heights	of	Dor	on	the	west,
3	 to	 the	 Canaanites	 in	 the	 east	 and	 in	 the	 west,	 the	 Amorite,	 the	 Hittite,	 the
Perizzite,	 the	 Jebusite	 in	 the	 mountains,	 and	 the	 Hivite	 below	Hermon	 in	 the
land	of	Mizpah.	4	So	they	went	out,	they	and	all	their	armies	with	them,	as	many
people	as	 the	sand	that	 is	on	 the	seashore	 in	multitude,	with	very	many	horses
and	chariots.	(…)	8	And	the	LORD	delivered	them	into	the	hand	of	Israel,	who
defeated	them	and	chased	them	to	Greater	Sidon,	to	the	Brook	Misrephoth,	and
to	the	Valley	of	Mizpah	eastward;	they	attacked	them	until	they	left	none	of	them
remaining.

The	second	invasion	from	the	north

From	Ezekiel	38:2-6,	it	can	be	established	that	people	from	the	same	areas	will
be	involved	in	the	second	major	attack	on	the	people	of	Israel.



Ezekiel	38:1	Now	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	me,	saying,	2	“Son	of	man,	set
your	face	against	Gog,	of	the	land	of	Magog,	the	prince	of	Rosh,	Meshech,	and
Tubal,	and	prophesy	against	him,	3	and	say,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	Behold,	I
am	against	you,	O	Gog,	 the	prince	of	Rosh,	Meshech,	and	Tubal.	4	 I	will	 turn
you	 around,	 put	 hooks	 into	 your	 jaws,	 and	 lead	 you	 out,	 with	 all	 your	 army,
horses,	and	horsemen,	all	splendidly	clothed,	a	great	company	with	bucklers	and
shields,	 all	 of	 them	 handling	 swords.	 5	 Persia,	 Ethiopia,	 and	 Libya	 are	 with
them,	all	of	them	with	shield	and	helmet;	6	Gomer	and	all	its	troops;	the	house
of	Togarmah	from	the	far	north	and	all	its	troops–many	people	are	with	you.

Ezekiel	is	not	the	only	one	who	prophesies	about	the	assault	of	peoples	from	the
north.	The	prophet	 Jeremiah	 also	 prophesies	 about	 people	 from	 the	 north	who
are	furious	at	 Israel.	The	Lord	prompts	 these	nations	 to	punish	His	people,	but
ultimately	God	will	 take	 a	 stand	 for	His	 people	 and	will	 send	 the	Messiah	 to
destroy	the	nations.

Jeremiah	1:13	And	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	me	the	second	time,	saying,
“What	do	you	see?”	And	I	said,	“I	see	a	boiling	pot,	and	it	is	facing	away	from
the	north.”	14	Then	the	LORD	said	to	me:	“Out	of	the	north	calamity	shall	break
forth	 on	 all	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 land.	 15	 For	 behold,	 I	 am	 calling	 all	 the
families	of	 the	kingdoms	of	 the	north,”	says	 the	LORD;	“They	shall	come	and
each	one	set	his	 throne	at	 the	entrance	of	 the	gates	of	Jerusalem,	against	all	 its
walls	all	around,	and	against	all	the	cities	of	Judah.	16	I	will	utter	My	judgments
against	 them	concerning	all	 their	wickedness,	 because	 they	have	 forsaken	Me,
burned	incense	to	other	gods,	and	worshiped	the	works	of	their	own	hands.”

Ezekiel	38:7	“Prepare	yourself	and	be	ready,	you	and	all	your	companies	 that
are	gathered	about	you;	and	be	a	guard	for	them.	8	After	many	days	you	will	be
visited.	In	the	latter	years	you	will	come	into	the	land	of	those	brought	back	from
the	sword	and	gathered	from	many	people	on	the	mountains	of	Israel,	which	had
long	been	desolate;	 they	were	brought	out	of	 the	nations,	and	now	all	of	 them
dwell	 safely.”	 (…)	 11	 “You	will	 say,	 ‘I	will	 go	 up	 against	 a	 land	 of	 unwalled
villages;	 I	will	go	 to	a	peaceful	people,	who	dwell	 safely,	all	of	 them	dwelling
without	walls,	and	having	neither	bars	nor	gates’.”

The	 foretold	 attack	 on	 Israel	will	 take	 place	when	 Israel	 is	 at	 rest	 and	 dwells
safely.	Today,	Israel	does	not	live	in	safety	and	it	is	not	at	rest.	Since	1948,	Israel
has	not	known	one	day	of	peace	and	quiet.	The	inhabitants	must	constantly	be	on
the	alert	for	attacks,	terrorists	and	rockets.	This	will	continue	until	‘the	covenant’



stated	in	Daniel	9:27	has	been	carried	out.	After	that,	Israel	will	experience	three
and	 a	 half	 years	 of	 peace.	 It	 will	 be	 a	 false	 peace	 to	 appease	 Israel–until	 the
attack	from	the	north	comes.

Ezekiel	 38:9	“You	will	 ascend,	 coming	 like	 a	 storm,	 covering	 the	 land	 like	 a
cloud,	you	and	all	your	troops	and	many	peoples	with	you.”	10	‘Thus	says	the
Lord	GOD:	“On	that	day	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	thoughts	will	arise	in	your
mind,	and	you	will	make	an	evil	plan.	(…)	12	to	take	plunder	and	to	take	booty,
to	stretch	out	your	hand	against	the	waste	places	that	are	again	inhabited,	and
against	 a	 people	 gathered	 from	 the	 nations,	 who	 have	 acquired	 livestock	 and
goods,	who	dwell	in	the	midst	of	the	land.	(…)15	Then	you	will	come	from	your
place	out	of	the	far	north,	you	and	many	peoples	with	you,	all	of	them	riding	on
horses,	a	great	 company	and	a	mighty	army.	16	You	will	 come	up	against	My
people	Israel	 like	a	cloud,	 to	cover	 the	 land.	 It	will	be	 in	 the	 latter	days	 that	 I
will	 bring	 you	against	My	 land,	 so	 that	 the	nations	may	know	Me,	when	 I	 am
hallowed	in	you,	O	Gog,	before	their	eyes.”

The	peoples	are	not	only	angry	at	Israel,	but	also	envious	of	Israel’s	riches.	Its
wealth	 of	 natural	 gas	 and	 oil	 is	 already	 being	 contested	 by	 certain	 countries.
Israel	is	rich	in	livestock	and	agricultural	products.	Israel	is	a	leader	in	the	field
of	ICT	and	medical	sciences.	Many	new	drugs	are	developed	in	Israel	and	made
available	to	the	world.

Ezekiel	38:17	Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Are	you	he	of	whom	I	have	spoken	in
former	days	by	My	servants	the	prophets	of	Israel,	who	prophesied	for	years	in
those	days	that	I	would	bring	you	against	them?”The	prophets	Isaiah,	Jeremiah,
Joel,	 Haggai	 and	 Zechariah	 also	 prophesied	 about	 the	 events	 described	 in
Ezekiel	chapters	38	and	39.	This	battle	is	also	called	Armageddon.

See	the	prophecies:	Isaiah	63:1-6;	66:14-16;	Jeremiah	1:13-16;	Joel	2:20;	3:9-16;
Haggai	2:6-7,	21-22;	Zechariah	12:2-8;	14:1.

Ezekiel	 38:18	“And	 it	 will	 come	 to	 pass	 at	 the	 same	 time,	 when	 Gog	 comes
against	the	land	of	Israel,”	says	the	Lord	GOD,	“that	My	fury	will	show	in	My
face.	19	For	in	My	jealousy	and	in	the	fire	of	My	wrath	I	have	spoken:	‘Surely	in
that	day	there	shall	be	a	great	earthquake	in	the	land	of	Israel,	20	so	that	the	fish
of	 the	 sea,	 the	birds	of	 the	heavens,	 the	beasts	of	 the	 field,	all	 creeping	 things
that	creep	on	the	earth,	and	all	men	who	are	on	the	face	of	the	earth	shall	shake
at	My	presence.	The	mountains	shall	be	thrown	down,	the	steep	places	shall	fall,
and	every	wall	shall	 fall	 to	the	ground.’	21	I	will	call	 for	a	sword	against	Gog



throughout	all	My	mountains,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.	“Every	man’s	sword	will	be
against	 his	 brother.	 22	 And	 I	 will	 bring	 him	 to	 judgment	 with	 pestilence	 and
bloodshed;	I	will	rain	down	on	him,	on	his	troops,	and	on	the	many	peoples	who
are	with	him,	flooding	rain,	great	hailstones,	fire,	and	brimstone.	23	Thus	I	will
magnify	Myself	 and	 sanctify	Myself,	 and	 I	will	 be	 known	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	many
nations.	Then	they	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”’

Simultaneously	with	the	attack	from	the	north,	there	will	be	a	great,	worldwide
earthquake,	so	that	the	mountains	will	be	thrown	down,	and	every	wall	fall.	This
earthquake	is	very	likely	also	described	in	Revelation	16:18-21.

Revelation	 16:18	 And	 there	 were	 noises	 and	 thunderings	 and	 lightnings;	 and
there	was	a	great	 earthquake,	 such	a	mighty	and	great	 earthquake	as	had	not
occurred	since	men	were	on	the	earth.

These	events	will	take	place	before	or	during	the	coming	of	the	Messiah	to	this
earth.	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,	but	the	Mount	of	Olives	will
split	as	well.

During	 the	Tribulation,	 there	will	 also	be	 an	 earthquake–immediately	 after	 the
two	witnesses	have	ascended	 to	heaven.	This	 is	described	 in	Revelation	11:13.
The	last	earthquake	will	occur	during	or	immediately	after	the	third	invasion	of
Gog	and	Magog,	to	be	followed	by	the	final	judgment.

Ezekiel	39:1	“And	you,	son	of	man,	prophesy	against	Gog,	and	say,	‘Thus	says
the	Lord	GOD:	“Behold,	I	am	against	you,	O	Gog,	the	prince	of	Rosh,	Meshech,
and	Tubal;	2	and	I	will	turn	you	around	and	lead	you	on,	bringing	you	up	from
the	far	north,	and	bring	you	against	the	mountains	of	Israel.	3	Then	I	will	knock
the	 bow	 out	 of	 your	 left	 hand,	 and	 cause	 the	 arrows	 to	 fall	 out	 of	 your	 right
hand.	4	You	shall	fall	upon	the	mountains	of	Israel,	you	and	all	your	troops	and
the	peoples	who	are	with	you;	I	will	give	you	to	birds	of	prey	of	every	sort	and	to
the	beasts	of	 the	 field	 to	be	devoured.	5	You	 shall	 fall	 on	 the	open	 field;	 for	 I
have	spoken,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

It	is	clear	that	the	battle	will	result	in	the	destruction	of	the	northern	armies,	and
of	all	its	warriors	(Ezekiel	39:4).

It	is	clear	that	the	LORD	will	destroy	all	the	warriors	in	this	battle.	If	this	battle
would	take	place	before	the	Great	Tribulation,	as	some	teach,	or	in	the	beginning
of	the	Great	Tribulation,	as	taught	by	others,	who	would	then	wage	war	during
the	Great	Tribulation?	All	men	of	war	will	be	killed	in	this	battle!	The	prophet



Joel	also	speaks	of	the	Lord’s	victory	over	the	armies	of	the	north:

Joel	2:20	“But	I	will	remove	far	from	you	the	northern	army,	and	will	drive	him
away	into	a	barren	and	desolate	land,	with	his	face	toward	the	eastern	sea	and
his	back	toward	the	western	sea;	his	stench	will	come	up,	and	his	foul	odor	will
rise,	because	he	has	done	monstrous	things.”

Ezekiel	39:6	“And	I	will	send	fire	on	Magog	and	on	those	who	live	in	security	in
the	coastlands.	Then	they	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.	7	So	I	will	make	My
holy	 name	 known	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 My	 people	 Israel,	 and	 I	 will	 not	 let	 them
profane	 My	 holy	 name	 anymore.	 Then	 the	 nations	 shall	 know	 that	 I	 am	 the
LORD,	the	Holy	One	in	Israel.	8	Surely	it	is	coming,	and	it	shall	be	done,”	says
the	Lord	GOD.	“This	is	the	day	of	which	I	have	spoken.”

Not	only	will	the	warriors	attacking	Israel	be	destroyed.	Even	those	who	stayed
at	 home	 in	 the	 land	 of	Magog	will	 be	 punished	 by	 the	Lord.	The	LORD	will
send	 fire	 on	Magog.	How	 this	will	 take	place,	 is	 not	 clear,	 but	 the	 inhabitants
will	know	this	fire	comes	from	the	LORD.

Ezekiel	39:9	“Then	those	who	dwell	in	the	cities	of	Israel	will	go	out	and	set	on
fire	and	burn	the	weapons,	both	the	shields	and	bucklers,	the	bows	and	arrows,
the	javelins	and	spears;	and	they	will	make	fires	with	them	for	seven	years.	10
They	 will	 not	 take	 wood	 from	 the	 field	 nor	 cut	 down	 any	 from	 the	 forests,
because	they	will	make	fires	with	the	weapons;	and	they	will	plunder	those	who
plundered	them,	and	pillage	those	who	pillaged	them,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Some	Bible	teachers	teach	that	the	aforementioned	seven	years	refer	to	the	seven
years	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.	 This	 would	 mean	 that	 the	 invasion	 and
destruction	of	the	northern	armies	will	take	place	before	the	Great	Tribulation	or
directly	at	its	beginning.	But	how	then	do	they	explain	that	the	Jewish	nation	can
burn	 its	weapons	during	 the	 seven	years	of	 tribulation	 if	 they	have	 fled	 to	 the
wilderness	for	the	last	three	and	a	half	years	of	the	Great	Tribulation?

Ezekiel	 39:11	“It	will	 come	 to	 pass	 in	 that	 day	 that	 I	 will	 give	Gog	 a	 burial
place	there	in	Israel,	the	valley	of	those	who	pass	by	east	of	the	sea;	and	it	will
obstruct	 travelers,	 because	 there	 they	 will	 bury	 Gog	 and	 all	 his	 multitude.
Therefore	 they	will	 call	 it	 the	Valley	of	Hamon	Gog.	12	For	 seven	months	 the
house	of	Israel	will	be	burying	them,	in	order	to	cleanse	the	land.	13	Indeed	all
the	people	of	 the	 land	will	be	burying,	and	 they	will	gain	renown	 for	 it	on	 the
day	that	I	am	glorified,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.	(…)	16	The	name	of	the	city	will



also	be	Hamonah.	Thus	they	shall	cleanse	the	land.”’

After	the	battle,	Israel	will	have	to	bury	all	the	warriors	in	the	valley	east	of	the
sea.	 It	 is	 very	 probable	 that	 this	 is	 not	 in	 Israel	 but	 in	 the	 country	 now	 called
Jordan.	It	is	situated	either	east	of	the	Salt	Sea	or	east	of	the	Sea	of	Galilee.	For	a
period	of	seven	months,	all	of	Israel	will	be	busy	cleansing	the	land	of	the	dead
bodies.

Ezekiel	39:21	“I	will	set	My	glory	among	the	nations;	all	the	nations	shall	see
My	judgment	which	I	have	executed,	and	My	hand	which	I	have	laid	on	them.	22
So	the	house	of	Israel	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD	their	God	from	that	day
forward.	23	The	Gentiles	shall	know	that	the	house	of	Israel	went	into	captivity
for	 their	 iniquity;	 because	 they	were	unfaithful	 to	Me,	 therefore	 I	 hid	My	 face
from	 them.	 I	gave	 them	 into	 the	hand	of	 their	enemies,	and	 they	all	 fell	by	 the
sword.”	 (…)	 27	 “‘When	 I	 have	 brought	 them	 back	 from	 the	 peoples	 and
gathered	them	out	of	their	enemies’	lands,	and	I	am	hallowed	in	them	in	the	sight
of	many	nations,	28	 then	 they	 shall	 know	 that	 I	am	 the	LORD	 their	God,	who
sent	them	into	captivity	among	the	nations,	but	also	brought	them	back	to	their
land,	and	 left	none	of	 them	captive	any	 longer.	29	And	I	will	not	hide	My	face
from	them	anymore;	for	I	shall	have	poured	out	My	Spirit	on	the	house	of	Israel,’
says	the	Lord	GOD.”

These	verses	clearly	speak	about	the	regeneration	of	the	people,	of	the	nation	of
Israel.	 In	conformity	with	other	words	from	Scripture,	 the	main	purpose	of	 the
Great	Tribulation	is	to	bring	the	nation	of	Israel	to	the	saving	knowledge	of	their
Messiah	 and	 Savior,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	 Thus,	 they	 return	 to	 the	 covenant
relationship	with	 the	LORD	 that	He	made	with	 them	at	Mount	Sinai,	 after	 the
exodus	from	Egypt.

Many	Bible	words	indicate	that	Israel’s	national	repentance	will	take	place	just
before	or	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	This	is	another	indication	that	the
northern	 armies	 will	 be	 destroyed	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation.	 The
prophet	Micah	also	speaks	of	the	rebirth	of	the	nation	of	Israel.

Micah	2:12	“I	will	surely	assemble	all	of	you,	O	Jacob,	I	will	surely	gather	the
remnant	of	Israel;	I	will	put	them	together	like	sheep	of	the	fold,	like	a	flock	in
the	 midst	 of	 their	 pasture;	 they	 shall	 make	 a	 loud	 noise	 because	 of	 so	 many
people.	13	The	one	who	breaks	open	will	come	up	before	them;	they	will	break
out,	 pass	 through	 the	 gate,	 and	go	out	 by	 it;	 their	 king	will	 pass	 before	 them,
with	the	LORD	at	their	head.”



The	flight	of	Israel	into	the	desert

It	is	clear	that	during	the	Great	Tribulation	the	Jews	will	flee	into	the	desert	(to
Petra?).	 This	 will	 happen	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 tribulation,	 as	 described	 in
Revelation	12	 and	 Isaiah	16.	They	will	 remain	 there	 until	 the	Messiah	 comes,
whom	Isaiah	refers	to	as	follows:	“One	will	sit	on	it	in	truth,	in	the	tabernacle	of
David,	judging	and	seeking	justice	and	hastening	righteousness.”

Isaiah	16:1	Send	the	lamb	to	the	ruler	of	the	land,	from	Sela	to	the	wilderness,
to	 the	 mount	 of	 the	 daughter	 of	 Zion.	 2	 For	 it	 shall	 be	 as	 a	 wandering	 bird
thrown	 out	 of	 the	 nest;	 so	 shall	 be	 the	 daughters	 of	Moab	 at	 the	 fords	 of	 the
Arnon.	3	“Take	counsel,	execute	judgment;	make	your	shadow	like	the	night	in
the	middle	of	 the	day;	hide	 the	outcasts,	do	not	betray	him	who	escapes.	4	Let
My	outcasts	dwell	with	you,	O	Moab;	be	a	shelter	to	them	from	the	face	of	the
spoiler.	For	the	extortioner	is	at	an	end,	devastation	ceases,	the	oppressors	are
consumed	out	of	 the	 land.	 5	 In	mercy	 the	 throne	will	 be	 established;	and	One
will	sit	on	it	in	truth,	in	the	tabernacle	of	David,	judging	and	seeking	justice	and
hastening	righteousness.”

Revelation	12:6	Then	the	woman	fled	into	the	wilderness,	where	she	has	a	place
prepared	by	God,	that	they	should	feed	her	there	one	thousand	two	hundred	and
sixty	days.	(…)	14	But	the	woman	was	given	two	wings	of	a	great	eagle,	that	she
might	fly	into	the	wilderness	to	her	place,	where	she	is	nourished	for	a	time	and
times	and	half	a	time,	from	the	presence	of	the	serpent.

They	 will	 remain	 in	 the	 desert	 until	 the	 Lord	 Himself	 leads	 them	 back	 to
Jerusalem	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	according	to	the	prophet	Micah	in:

Micah	4:7	I	will	make	the	lame	a	remnant,	and	the	outcast	a	strong	nation;	so
the	LORD	will	reign	over	them	in	Mount	Zion	from	now	on,	even	forever.

The	third	invasion,	after	satan’s	release

In	Revelation	 20:3;	 7-9,	we	 are	 told	 that	 after	 a	 thousand	 years,	 satan	will	 be
loosed	for	a	little	time.	Where	will	he	go?	He	will	go	straight	to	Gog	and	Magog:

Revelation	20:8	 and	will	 go	 out	 to	 deceive	 the	 nations	which	 are	 in	 the	 four
corners	of	the	earth,	Gog	and	Magog,	to	gather	them	together	to	battle,	whose
number	is	as	the	sand	of	the	sea.	9	They	went	up	on	the	breadth	of	the	earth	and
surrounded	the	camp	of	the	saints	and	the	beloved	city.	And	fire	came	down	from
God	out	of	heaven	and	devoured	them.



Satan	 will	 go	 to	 the	 nations	 in	 the	 four	 corners	 of	 the	 earth.	What	 does	 that
mean?	This	probably	 refers	 to	 all	 the	nations	of	 the	 earth.	Willingly,	 they	will
follow	 satan	 in	 a	 third	 invasion	 of	 the	 land	 of	 Israel.	 But	 it	 will	 be	 their	 last
mistake.	Scripture	says	fire	will	come	down	from	heaven	and	devour	them.

Isaiah	 34:1	Come	 near,	 you	 nations,	 to	 hear;	 and	 heed,	 you	 people!	 Let	 the
earth	hear,	and	all	that	is	in	it,	the	world	and	all	things	that	come	forth	from	it.	2
For	the	indignation	of	the	LORD	is	against	all	nations,	and	His	fury	against	all
their	 armies;	 He	 has	 utterly	 destroyed	 them,	 He	 has	 given	 them	 over	 to	 the
slaughter.	3	Also	their	slain	shall	be	thrown	out;	their	stench	shall	rise	from	their
corpses,	and	the	mountains	shall	be	melted	with	their	blood.

Hebrews	12:26	w	hose	voice	 then	shook	 the	earth;	but	now	He	has	promised,
saying,	“Yet	once	more	I	shake	not	only	the	earth,	but	also	heaven.”

Revelation	6:12	I	looked	when	He	opened	the	sixth	seal,	and	behold,	there	was
a	great	earthquake;	and	the	sun	became	black	as	sackcloth	of	hair,	and	the	moon
became	like	blood.	13	And	the	stars	of	heaven	fell	to	the	earth,	as	a	fig	tree	drops
its	 late	 figs	when	 it	 is	 shaken	by	a	mighty	wind.	14	Then	 the	 sky	receded	as	a
scroll	when	it	is	rolled	up,	and	every	mountain	and	island	was	moved	out	of	its
place.

Revelation	16:14	For	they	are	spirits	of	demons,	performing	signs,	which	go	out
to	the	kings	of	the	earth	and	of	the	whole	world,	to	gather	them	to	the	battle	of
that	great	day	of	God	Almighty.

All	these	three	invasions	are	ultimately	a	battle	between	God	and	satan,	between
Christ	and	the	antichrist,	between	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	the	kingdoms	of	this
world,	battles	fought	under	satan’s	influence	and	guidance.

Israel	is	the	apple	of	God’s	eye.	And	God	has	called	the	land	of	Israel	His	land.
That	explains	why	the	fighting	is	against	Israel	and	against	the	Jewish	people.

The	war	against	Damascus

This	war	is	described	in:

Isaiah	17:1	The	burden	against	Damascus.	“Behold,	Damascus	will	cease	from
being	a	city,	and	it	will	be	a	ruinous	heap.”	(…)	9	In	that	day	his	strong	cities
will	be	as	a	forsaken	bough	and	an	uppermost	branch,	which	they	left	because	of
the	children	of	Israel;	and	there	will	be	desolation.



The	city	of	Damascus	still	exists,	which	means	 that	 it	 is	a	prophecy	still	 to	be
fulfilled.

2.	The	last	war	before	the	arrival	of	the	Messiah

Zechariah	14:2	For	I	will	gather	all	the	nations	to	battle	against	Jerusalem;	the
city	shall	be	 taken,	 the	houses	rifled,	and	 the	women	ravished.	Half	of	 the	city
shall	go	into	captivity,	but	the	remnant	of	the	people	shall	not	be	cut	off	from	the
city.	3	Then	the	LORD	will	go	forth	and	fight	against	those	nations,	as	He	fights
in	the	day	of	battle.	4	And	in	that	day	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,
which	faces	Jerusalem	on	the	east.	And	the	Mount	of	Olives	shall	be	split	in	two,
from	east	 to	west,	making	a	very	 large	valley;	half	of	 the	mountain	shall	move
toward	the	north	and	half	of	it	toward	the	south.

This	prophecy	is	clear;	it	concerns	the	final	reckoning	with	all	ungodly	nations.
This	battle	will	precede	the	coming	of	the	Millennium	and	of	the	Messiah	Jesus
who	has	a	decisive	part	in	the	outcome	of	this	battle.

Before,	 it	dealt	with	the	battle	against	certain	nations	and	many	nations–now	it
deals	with	all	nations.	It	deals	with	Jerusalem,	the	city	of	God,	of	the	great	King.

The	city	will	be	captured,	but	not	destroyed.

From	Jeremiah	we	can	derive	that	the	city	will	be	subject	to	serious	damage;	half
the	population	will	pull	out	of	it	 into	exile.	As	said,	there	is	a	major	difference
between	‘pulling	out’	and	‘carrying	away.’

Probably	the	battle	for	Jerusalem	will	only	 take	a	short	 time,	since	the	prophet
says	the	following	about	the	enemy	soldiers:

Zechariah	14:12	And	this	shall	be	the	plague	with	which	the	LORD	will	strike
all	the	people	who	fought	against	Jerusalem:	their	flesh	shall	dissolve	while	they
stand	on	 their	 feet,	 their	eyes	 shall	dissolve	 in	 their	 sockets,	and	 their	 tongues
shall	dissolve	in	their	mouths.	13	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	a	great
panic	 from	the	LORD	will	be	among	them.	Everyone	will	seize	 the	hand	of	his
neighbor,	and	raise	his	hand	against	his	neighbor’s	hand.

The	enemy	soldiers	will	also	come	to	blows	with	each	other.

The	army	of	Judah/Israel	will	be	involved	in	defending	Jerusalem:

Zechariah	14:14	Judah	also	will	 fight	at	Jerusalem.	And	 the	wealth	of	all	 the
surrounding	nations	shall	be	gathered	together:	gold,	silver,	and	apparel	in	great



abundance.

The	prophet	speaks	about	great	natural	phenomena	that	will	take	place.	This	can
be	concluded	 from	verse	10,	 that	 speaks	about	 leveling	off	certain	parts	of	 the
country:

Zechariah	14:10	All	the	land	shall	be	turned	into	a	plain	from	Geba	to	Rimmon
south	of	Jerusalem.	Jerusalem	shall	be	raised	up	and	inhabited	in	her	place	from
Benjamin’s	Gate	 to	 the	place	of	 the	First	Gate	and	 the	Corner	Gate,	and	 from
the	Tower	of	Hananeel	to	the	king’s	winepresses.

It	 is	 not	 quite	 clear	whether	 the	 above	wars	will	 take	 place	 simultaneously.	 It
could	be	that	the	attack	by	Gog	and	Magog	leads	to	a	war	of	all	nations	against
Israel/Jerusalem,	 as	 described	 in	Zechariah	 14.	 This	war	will	 be	 fought	 in	 the
plain	of	Megiddon,	also	called	Harmageddon.

One	thing	is	for	sure:	during	that	battle,	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	return	and	let	His
nation	of	Israel	be	victorious	over	all	its	enemies.

After	the	Millennium,	when	the	devil	is	released	for	a	short	while,	another	battle
will	take	place,	in	which	the	nations	are	definitely	destroyed	and	the	devil	is	cast
in	 the	 lake	which	burns	with	fire	and	brimstone.	 In	 this	battle,	 the	nations	will
probably	 be	 commanded	 once	 again	 by	 the	 nations	 of	 Gog	 and	 Magog.	 In
Revelation	20:8,	 it	 is	not	quite	clear	whether	all	 the	nations	 there	are	 indicated
with	Gog	and	Magog.	Some	rabbis	do	take	this	position.



84.	Judgment	over	the	nations
The	prophecies	related	to	God’s	judgments	are	conditional.	God	can	grant	grace
if	 a	 nation	 repents	 from	 its	 anger.	 See	 Jonah’s	 prophecy	 concerning	 the
destruction	 of	Nineveh.	 The	 inhabitants	 of	Nineveh	 repented,	 and	God	 spared
the	city.	Sometimes	 the	LORD	may	make	a	definite	decision,	 that	 is,	when	He
has	 said	 that	 a	 nation	 or	 a	 country	 will	 be	 made	 perpetual	 desolations.	 The
LORD	confirms	this	in:

Jeremiah	 18:7	 “The	 instant	 I	 speak	 concerning	 a	 nation	 and	 concerning	 a
kingdom,	 to	 pluck	 up,	 to	 pull	 down,	 and	 to	 destroy	 it,	 8	 if	 that	 nation	 against
whom	I	have	spoken	turns	from	its	evil,	I	will	relent	of	the	disaster	that	I	thought
to	bring	upon	it.”

God’s	Word	 states	 specific	 judgments	 and	punishments	 for	 people	 and	nations
that	 have	 caused	 grief	 to	 the	 Jewish	 nation,	 and	 persecuted	 and	 killed	 them.
What	they	have	done	to	the	Jewish	nation,	the	LORD	will	do	to	them	likewise.

Why	 does	 God	 do	 this?	 He	 does	 so	 because	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 is	 His	 chosen
people,	His	 treasured	possession.	The	LORD	God	will	bring	a	 suit	 against	 the
people,	nations,	and	Churches	that	have	persecuted	His	people.	What	they	do	to
the	Jewish	nation,	they	do	to	God	Himself.	God	is	very	clear	about	this.	It	is	not
just	 Israel’s	 surrounding	nations	 that	will	be	 tried.	Also	other	nations	 to	which
the	 Jewish	 people	 have	 been	 scattered	 and	which	 have	 threatened,	 persecuted
and	 killed	 the	 Jewish	 people,	will	 have	 to	 account	 for	 their	 actions.	 This	 also
applies	 to	 the	 Churches	 that	 have	 introduced	 and	maintained	 the	 replacement
theology;	they	will	be	judged	on	this,	since	replacement	theology	has	often	been
the	basis,	the	cause,	of	the	persecutions,	the	pogroms.

The	LORD	says	 in	Deuteronomy	30	 that	He	will	put	 all	 the	curses	on	 Israel’s
enemies,	and	on	them	who	hate	the	Jewish	nation,	Israel:

Deuteronomy	30:7	“Also	the	LORD	your	God	will	put	all	these	curses	on	your
enemies	and	on	those	who	hate	you,	who	persecuted	you.”

Through	the	prophet	Jeremiah,	the	LORD	says	He	backs	His	nation	one	hundred
percent.	 The	 LORD	will	make	 an	 end	 of	 all	 these	 nations	 during	 the	 coming
judgment.

Once	again	He	says	He	will	not	make	an	end	of	Israel.	No,	Israel	will	exist	into



all	eternity.	Israel	will	enter	upon	a	glorious	future,	be	it	through	oppression.

Jeremiah	46:28	“Do	not	fear,	O	Jacob	My	servant,”	says	the	LORD,	“for	I	am
with	you;	for	I	will	make	a	complete	end	of	all	the	nations	to	which	I	have	driven
you,	but	I	will	not	make	a	complete	end	of	you.	I	will	rightly	correct	you,	for	I
will	not	leave	you	wholly	unpunished.”

Jeremiah	51:24	“And	I	will	 repay	Babylon	and	all	 the	 inhabitants	of	Chaldea
for	all	the	evil	they	have	done	in	Zion	in	your	sight,”	says	the	LORD.

On	behalf	of	the	LORD,	the	prophet	Joel	may	give	more	details	on	the	deepest
cause	of	God’s	wrath	on	the	nations	that	have	done	harm	to	Israel.	Briefly,	God
shows	here	part	of	the	complaint	against	the	nations.	There’s	also	talk	already	of
the	punishments.	The	LORD	calls	 it	 revenge	 for	what	has	been	done	 to	 Israel.
The	 LORD	 says	 He	will	 roar	 from	 Zion,	 Jerusalem.	 The	 nations	 surrounding
Israel	are	particularly	mentioned	in	 this	charge.	It	not	only	deals	with	what	 the
nations	have	done	to	Israel,	but	also	what	they	have	done	to	the	LORD	Himself.
They	have	robbed	His	valuables	from	the	temple,	all	His	silver	and	His	gold.

Lawsuit

Joel	 3:1	“For	 behold,	 in	 those	 days	 and	 at	 that	 time,	 when	 I	 bring	 back	 the
captives	of	Judah	and	Jerusalem,	2	I	will	also	gather	all	nations,	and	bring	them
down	 to	 the	 Valley	 of	 Jehoshaphat;	 and	 I	 will	 enter	 into	 judgment	 with	 them
there	 on	 account	 of	My	people,	My	heritage	 Israel,	whom	 they	 have	 scattered
among	the	nations.”

Charge

Joel	 3:2	“They	 have	 also	 divided	 up	My	 land.	 3	 They	 have	 cast	 lots	 for	 My
people,	have	given	a	boy	as	payment	for	a	harlot,	and	sold	a	girl	for	wine,	that
they	may	drink.	4	Indeed,	what	have	you	to	do	with	Me,	O	Tyre	and	Sidon,	and
all	 the	 coasts	 of	 Philistia?	Will	 you	 retaliate	 against	Me?	 But	 if	 you	 retaliate
against	Me,	 swiftly	 and	 speedily	 I	 will	 return	 your	 retaliation	 upon	 your	 own
head;	5	because	you	have	taken	My	silver	and	My	gold,	and	have	carried	into
your	temples	My	prized	possessions.	6	Also	the	people	of	Judah	and	the	people
of	Jerusalem	you	have	sold	 to	 the	Greeks,	 that	you	may	remove	 them	 far	 from
their	borders.”

Judgment

Joel	3:7	“Behold,	I	will	raise	them	out	of	the	place	to	which	you	have	sold	them,



and	will	return	your	retaliation	upon	your	own	head.	8	I	will	sell	your	sons	and
your	daughters	into	the	hand	of	the	people	of	Judah,	and	they	will	sell	them	to
the	 Sabeans,	 to	 a	 people	 far	 off;	 for	 the	 LORD	 has	 spoken.”	 9	 Proclaim	 this
among	the	nations:	“Prepare	for	war!	Wake	up	the	mighty	men,	let	all	the	men	of
war	draw	near,	let	them	come	up.	10	Beat	your	plowshares	into	swords	and	your
pruning	 hooks	 into	 spears;	 let	 the	weak	 say,	 ‘I	 am	 strong.’”	 11	Assemble	 and
come,	all	you	nations,	and	gather	together	all	around.	Cause	Your	mighty	ones
to	go	down	there,	O	LORD.	12	“Let	the	nations	be	wakened,	and	come	up	to	the
Valley	of	Jehoshaphat;	for	there	I	will	sit	to	judge	all	the	surrounding	nations.	13
Put	in	the	sickle,	for	the	harvest	is	ripe.	Come,	go	down;	for	the	winepress	is	full,
the	vats	overflow	--	for	their	wickedness	is	great.”	14	Multitudes,	multitudes	in
the	valley	of	decision!	For	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	near	in	the	valley	of	decision.
15	 The	 sun	 and	 moon	 will	 grow	 dark,	 and	 the	 stars	 will	 diminish	 their
brightness.	 16	 The	 LORD	 also	 will	 roar	 from	 Zion,	 and	 utter	 His	 voice	 from
Jerusalem;	the	heavens	and	earth	will	shake.

During	and	after	the	judgment

But	 the	 LORD	 will	 be	 a	 shelter	 for	 His	 people,	 and	 the	 strength	 of	 the
children	of	 Israel.	 17	“So	you	 shall	know	 that	 I	 am	 the	LORD	your	God,
dwelling	in	Zion	My	holy	mountain.	Then	Jerusalem	shall	be	holy,	and	no
aliens	shall	ever	pass	through	her	again.”

Obadiah	1:15	“For	 the	day	of	 the	LORD	upon	all	 the	nations	 is	near;	as	you
have	 done,	 it	 shall	 be	 done	 to	 you;	 your	 reprisal	 shall	 return	 upon	 your	 own
head.	16	For	as	you	drank	on	my	holy	mountain,	so	shall	all	 the	nations	drink
continually;	yes,	they	shall	drink,	and	swallow,	and	they	shall	be	as	though	they
had	never	been.”

By	way	of	the	prophet	Zechariah	the	LORD	informs	us	that	He	is	very	wrathful
toward	the	nations	that	have	done	Israel	harm.	The	LORD	was	a	little	wrathful
toward	His	 elected	 people,	 but	 the	 nations	 have	 done	much	more	 harm	 to	 the
Jewish	nation	than	was	necessary.	The	LORD	did	scatter	His	nation	among	the
nations,	but	 that	was	no	reason	for	 the	nations	 to	assault	His	nation.	There	are
but	a	few	nations	that	at	times	have	not	been	guilty	of	such	things.	For	example,
from	ancient	times,	it	is	not	known	that	Assyria	would	have	committed	outrage.
Also,	 in	 the	 sixteenth	 century	 there	 were	 a	 number	 of	 countries	 where	 Jews
could	take	refuge	in	order	to	escape	the	persecution	in	Roman	Catholic	countries
in	 Southern	 Europe	 (specifically	 Spain	 and	 Portugal.)	 The	 Netherlands	 was	 a



major	refuge	for	Jews	ousted	from	Portugal	and	Spain.

Zechariah	2:8	For	thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	“He	sent	Me	after	glory,	to	the
nations	which	plunder	you;	for	he	who	touches	you	touches	the	apple	of	His	eye.
9	“For	surely	 I	will	 shake	My	hand	against	 them,	and	 they	shall	become	spoil
for	their	servants.	Then	you	will	know	that	the	LORD	of	hosts	has	sent	Me.”

Zechariah	14:12	And	this	shall	be	the	plague	with	which	the	LORD	will	strike
all	the	people	who	fought	against	Jerusalem:	their	flesh	shall	dissolve	while	they
stand	on	 their	 feet,	 their	eyes	 shall	dissolve	 in	 their	 sockets,	and	 their	 tongues
shall	dissolve	in	their	mouths.	13	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	a	great
panic	 from	the	LORD	will	be	among	them.	Everyone	will	seize	 the	hand	of	his
neighbor,	and	raise	his	hand	against	his	neighbor’s	hand.

The	nations	will	be	plundered	and	robbed	by	the	nations	whom	they	themselves
oppressed.	 The	 LORD	 will	 bring	 this	 about:	 ‘I	 will	 shake	 My	 hand	 against
them.’	This	has	been	translated	in	different	ways,	but	most	likely	the	LORD	will
crush	them	under	His	fist.	That	also	appears	from	the	next	verses.

Isaiah	34	deals	with	God’s	final	judgment	on	all	Gentiles.	This	will	happen	after
the	Millennium.	In	verse	4,	we	can	read	that	we	are	dealing	here	with	the	final
judgment.	The	heavens	will	be	rolled	as	a	scroll,	and	the	stars	will	fall	down	as	a
leaf	falls	down	from	the	vine.	Of	the	Gentiles,	Edom	is	specifically	mentioned,
Esau’s	 descendants	 (Isaiah	 34:5-17).	 The	 country	 of	 the	Edomites	will	 remain
desolate	forever,	and	only	animals	will	live	in	it.

Isaiah	 34:1	Come	 near,	 you	 nations,	 to	 hear;	 and	 heed,	 you	 people!	 Let	 the
earth	hear,	and	all	that	is	in	it,	the	world	and	all	things	that	come	forth	from	it.	2
For	the	indignation	of	the	LORD	is	against	all	nations,	and	His	fury	against	all
their	 armies;	 He	 has	 utterly	 destroyed	 them,	 He	 has	 given	 them	 over	 to	 the
slaughter.	3	Also	their	slain	shall	be	thrown	out;	their	stench	shall	rise	from	their
corpses,	 and	 the	mountains	 shall	 be	melted	with	 their	 blood.	 4	All	 the	host	 of
heaven	shall	be	dissolved,	and	 the	heavens	 shall	be	 rolled	up	 like	a	 scroll;	all
their	host	shall	fall	down	as	the	leaf	falls	from	the	vine,	and	as	fruit	falling	from
a	fig	tree.

Malachi	4:1	“For	behold,	the	day	is	coming,	burning	like	an	oven,	and	all	the
proud,	 yes,	 all	who	do	wickedly	will	 be	 stubble.	And	 the	 day	which	 is	 coming
shall	burn	them	up,”	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	“that	will	leave	them	neither	root
nor	branch.	2	But	to	you	who	fear	My	name	the	Sun	of	Righteousness	shall	arise



with	 healing	 in	 His	 wings;	 and	 you	 shall	 go	 out	 and	 grow	 fat	 like	 stall-fed
calves.”

In	 the	main,	 the	 judgment	 on	 the	Gentiles,	 the	 nations,	will	 be	 determined	 by
their	 attitude	 towards	 His	 people	 Israel.	 In	 Genesis	 12:3	 the	 LORD	 says	 to
Abraham,	and	thus	to	his	offspring:	‘I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	I	will
curse	 him	 who	 curses	 you;	 and	 in	 you	 all	 the	 families	 of	 the	 earth	 shall	 be
blessed.”

When	 the	 nations	 turn	 against	 Israel,	 and	 this	 happens	 more	 and	 more,	 they
should	 take	 into	account	 that	 the	God	of	Israel	 lives	and	will	make	a	stand	for
His	nation.	At	a	certain	point,	it	can	be	very	hard	and	difficult	for	Israel,	but	God
will	 wipe	 away	 the	 enemies	 in	 one	 night;	 they	 are	 gone.	 In	 this	 respect,	 see
Isaiah	17:13-14	and	Jeremiah	30:16,	23-24.

Isaiah	17:13	The	nations	will	rush	like	the	rushing	of	many	waters;	but	God	will
rebuke	 them	 and	 they	 will	 flee	 far	 away,	 and	 be	 chased	 like	 the	 chaff	 of	 the
mountains	 before	 the	wind,	 like	 a	 rolling	 thing	 before	 the	whirlwind.	 14	 Then
behold,	at	eventide,	trouble!	And	before	the	morning,	he	is	no	more.	This	is	the
portion	of	those	who	plunder	us,	and	the	lot	of	those	who	rob	us.

The	Messiah	 Jesus	 speaks	 in	Matthew	 25:31-46,	 not	 so	much	 concerning	 the
Church,	 but	 rather	 the	 judgment	on	 the	nations	with	 respect	 to	 Israel.	 In	 these
verses,	we	are	not	dealing	with	a	social	Gospel–that	one	could	be	saved	by	doing
good.	 It	 involves	 the	 attitude	 of	 the	 nations	 towards	 Israel.	 That	 it	 involves
Israel,	 appears	 from	 Matthew	 25:40.	 The	 Messiah	 is	 talking	 here	 about	 His
brothers,	and	then	it	applies:

Matthew	25:40	“And	the	King	will	answer	and	say	to	them,	‘Assuredly,	I	say	to
you,	inasmuch	as	you	did	it	to	one	of	the	least	of	these	My	brethren,	you	did	it	to
Me.’	 (…)	 45	 Then	 He	 will	 answer	 them,	 saying,	 ‘Assuredly,	 I	 say	 to	 you,
inasmuch	as	you	did	not	do	 it	 to	one	of	 the	 least	of	 these,	you	did	not	do	 it	 to
Me.’	46	And	 these	will	go	away	 into	everlasting	punishment,	but	 the	righteous
into	eternal	life.”

Also	in	Isaiah	49	and	51,	the	LORD	promises	that	He	will	take	a	stand	for	His
people,	 that	 He	 will	 save	 them.	 He	 is	 the	 powerful	 hero	 of	 the	 nation	 of
Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.

Isaiah	 49:24	 Shall	 the	 prey	 be	 taken	 from	 the	 mighty,	 or	 the	 captives	 of	 the
righteous	be	delivered?	25	But	 thus	says	 the	LORD:	“Even	 the	captives	of	 the



mighty	shall	be	taken	away,	and	the	prey	of	the	terrible	be	delivered;	for	I	will
contend	with	him	who	contends	with	you,	and	I	will	save	your	children.	26	I	will
feed	 those	who	oppress	you	with	 their	own	 flesh,	and	 they	shall	be	drunk	with
their	own	blood	as	with	sweet	wine.	All	 flesh	shall	know	that	I,	 the	LORD,	am
your	Savior,	and	your	Redeemer,	the	Mighty	One	of	Jacob.”

Isaiah	51:22	Thus	 says	 your	 Lord,	 the	 LORD	 and	 your	God,	Who	 pleads	 the
cause	of	His	people:	“See,	I	have	taken	out	of	your	hand	the	cup	of	trembling,
the	dregs	of	the	cup	of	My	fury;	you	shall	no	longer	drink	it.	23	But	I	will	put	it
into	the	hand	of	those	who	afflict	you,	who	have	said	to	you,	‘Lie	down,	that	we
may	walk	over	 you.’	And	 you	have	 laid	 your	body	 like	 the	ground,	 and	as	 the
street,	for	those	who	walk	over.”

The	 prophet	 Jeremiah	 also	 speaks	 about	 the	 days	 to	 come–the	 days	 that	 the
nations	 that	 have	 demonstrated	 hostility	 to	 Israel	 will	 be	 punished.	 Here,	 in
particular,	 the	 surrounding	 nations	 are	 mentioned.	 See	 also	 Obadiah	 1:8-16,
Micah	7:11-17,	Zechariah	10:11.

Jeremiah	 9:25	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 I	 will
punish	 all	 who	 are	 circumcised	 with	 the	 uncircumcised	 --	 26	 Egypt,	 Judah,
Edom,	the	people	of	Ammon,	Moab,	and	all	who	are	in	the	farthest	corners,	who
dwell	 in	 the	 wilderness.	 For	 all	 these	 nations	 are	 uncircumcised,	 and	 all	 the
house	of	Israel	are	uncircumcised	in	the	heart.”

In	 Jeremiah	 23,	 it’s	 about	 the	 leaders,	 the	 false	 shepherds,	 thePharisees	 and
Scribes	of	Israel	who	have	misled	the	people.	God	will	hold	them	responsible	for
the	nation’s	scattering	among	the	nations.	The	LORD	calls	their	behavior	evil.	In
another	 part	 of	 Scripture,	 God	 says	 that	 He	 will	 ask	 an	 account	 from	 them
because	they	have	not	warned	the	wicked	who	are	thus	lost.	See	also	Jeremiah
50:6-10,	Ezekiel	3:18,	20;	Ezekiel	33:8.

Jeremiah	23:1	“Woe	to	the	shepherds	who	destroy	and	scatter	the	sheep	of	My
pasture!”	says	the	LORD.	2	Therefore	thus	says	the	LORD	God	of	Israel	against
the	shepherds	who	feed	My	people:	“You	have	scattered	My	flock,	driven	 them
away,	and	not	attended	to	them.	Behold,	I	will	attend	to	you	for	the	evil	of	your
doings,”	says	the	LORD.

The	nations	of	the	north	will	no	longer	attack	Israel.	This	probably	refers	to	the
so-called	Gog	and	Magog,	who	will	advance	towards	Jerusalem	at	the	end	of	the
Great	Tribulation,	together	with	other	nations.	They	will	be	defeated,	destroyed



or	ousted	by	the	Messiah,	the	King	of	Israel.

Joel	2:20	“But	I	will	remove	far	from	you	the	northern	army,	and	will	drive	him
away	into	a	barren	and	desolate	land,	with	his	face	toward	the	eastern	sea	and
his	back	toward	the	western	sea;	his	stench	will	come	up,	and	his	foul	odor	will
rise,	because	he	has	done	monstrous	things.”

In	 Joel	 3,	 it	 is	 the	 LORD	Himself	 speaking.	 This	 portion	 of	 Scripture	 clearly
shows	 that	 God	 takes	 a	 stand	 for	 His	 people.	What	 the	 nations	 have	 done	 to
Israel,	 they	have	done	to	Him.	The	nations	did	not	divide	the	country–no,	 they
divided	His	country.	If	they	robbed	Israel,	they	robbed	Him.	And	as	the	nations
have	done	to	Israel,	so	the	LORD	will	do	to	the	nations.	This	will	happen	at	the
end	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	when	the	nations	will	move	towards	Jerusalem	in
order	 to	 take	 possession	 of	 the	 land	 of	 Israel,	 to	 destroy	 and/or	 oust	 the
population.	Then	 the	Messiah	will	 return	and	will	get	even	with	 the	nations	 in
the	Valley	of	Joshaphat.	See	also	Jeremiah	46:28.

The	 decisive	 battle	 will	 take	 place	 in	 the	 valley	 of	 Joshaphat.	 Its	 outcome
however,	 is	 already	 firmly	 established.	 The	 report	 of	 this	 battle	 ends	with	 the
promise	 that	 the	LORD	will	be	 the	refuge	for	His	people	and	 the	Strength!	So
Israel	does	not	have	to	fear	anything!

See	also	Zephaniah	3:8,	19;	Zechariah	1:15;	2:8-9.

Zechariah	12:1	The	burden	of	the	word	of	the	LORD	against	Israel.	Thus	says
the	LORD,	who	stretches	out	the	heavens,	lays	the	foundation	of	the	earth,	and
forms	the	spirit	of	man	within	him:	2	“Behold,	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	cup	of
drunkenness	to	all	 the	surrounding	peoples,	when	they	lay	siege	against	Judah
and	Jerusalem.	3	And	it	shall	happen	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	make	Jerusalem	a
very	heavy	stone	for	all	peoples;	all	who	would	heave	it	away	will	surely	be	cut
in	pieces,	though	all	nations	of	the	earth	are	gathered	against	it.	4	In	that	day,”
says	 the	 LORD,	 “I	 will	 strike	 every	 horse	 with	 confusion,	 and	 its	 rider	 with
madness;	I	will	open	My	eyes	on	the	house	of	Judah,	and	will	strike	every	horse
of	the	peoples	with	blindness.”

See	also	Zechariah	12:8-9;	14:12-15.

The	 saints–those	 that	 have	 been	 taken	 up	 before	 the	 Great	 Tribulation–will
return	with	the	Messiah	Jesus	in	order	to	reign	with	Him	over	the	Gentiles	in	the
Millennium.



Revelation	2:26	“And	he	who	overcomes,	and	keeps	My	works	until	the	end,	to
him	 I	will	 give	 power	 over	 the	 nations—27	 ‘He	 shall	 rule	 them	with	 a	 rod	 of
iron;	 they	 shall	 be	 dashed	 to	 pieces	 like	 the	 potter’s	 vessels’—as	 I	 also	 have
received	 from	My	Father;	28	and	I	will	give	him	 the	morning	star.	29	He	who
has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	Churches.”

In	 Revelation	 2:26,	 the	Messiah	 says	 He	 will	 give	 the	 saints	 power	 over	 the
Gentile	nations	whom	He	has	conquered.	With	Him,	they	will	rule	these	nations
with	a	stiff	hand.	They	will	receive	the	authority	to	do	this	from	the	Messiah,	and
this	power	comes	from	God	the	Father.	And	then	suddenly,	it	is	followed	by	the
words:	‘I	will	give	him	the	morning	star.’	It	is	like	a	kind	of	reward	for	the	saints
who	have	conquered.	What	does	this	imply–to	receive	the	morning	star?	It	is	a
subject	that	is	unrelated	to	the	judgment	over	the	nations,	but	the	Messiah	lets	it
follow	straight	away	because	it	has	to	do	with	victory.

Receive	the	morning	star

What	does	the	morning	star	mean–the	star	that	will	be	given;	the	star	that	rises	in
the	 hearts	 of	 the	 believers	 who	 conquer?	 Sometimes	 the	words	 are	 written	 in
capitals,	which	would	mean	a	reference	to	the	Lord	Jesus.	Sometimes	the	word
is	 written	 in	 lower	 case.	 In	 Revelation	 22:16,	 the	 morning	 star	 is	 clearly	 the
Messiah	Jesus.	He	says	so	Himself.	But	in	Revelation	2:28,	the	words	are	written
in	 lower	 case.	When	 it	 would	 have	 been	 written	 here	 with	 capitals,	 it	 would
mean	that	the	Lord	says	He	will	give	Himself	to	the	believer.	But	He	has	already
done	 so.	Therefore	 it	 is	 improbable	 that	 this	would	be	 a	 correct	 explanation.	 I
read	 an	 explanation	 saying	 that	 it	 means	 that	 the	 believers	 receive	 light,	 gain
insight	 in	 the	prophecies	with	 respect	 to	 the	Lord	 Jesus’	 second	coming.	Peter
also	 points	 in	 his	 letter	 to	 the	 prophetic	word	 that	 is	 very	 solid.	Morning	 star
without	capitals	can	also	point	to	satan–satan	who	tries	to	imitate	the	Son	of	God
in	everything.	Morning	star	is	a	symbol	of	the	most	beautiful,	the	most	splendid,
just	 as	 the	 morning	 star	 in	 the	 sky	 (Venus)	 is	 the	 most	 beautiful	 and	 most
brilliant	 star	 of	 all.	 In	Revelation	22:16,	 the	Morning	Star	 is	mentioned	 as	 the
symbol	of	 the	glorified	Messiah.	 In	 Isaiah	14,	 the	LORD	 ironically	calls	 satan
morning	star	because,	as	it	says	in	verse	13,	he	wanted	to	exalt	his	throne	above
the	stars	of	God.

Isaiah	14:12	“How	you	are	fallen	from	heaven,	O	Lucifer,	son	of	the	morning!
How	you	are	cut	down	to	the	ground,	you	who	weakened	the	nations!”

There	are,	however,	other	views:



What	Jesus	offers	is	that	he	who	conquers	sin	and	remains	faithful	to	the
end,	qualifies	to	rule	with	Him.

This	text	states	one	of	the	seven	promises	that	the	Messiah	Jesus	gives	to
those	 who	 will	 overcome	 and	 remain	 faithful	 to	 Him	 to	 the	 end.	 See
Revelation	2:7,	11,	17,	26;	3:5,	12,	21.

The	Morning	Star	is	the	Messiah	Himself.	When	the	believer	overcomes,
he	will	never	lose	the	Lord	anymore.

We	are	now	in	the	Kingdom	of	the	Son	of	His	love	(Colossians	1:13).	But
there	 is	 an	 even	more	glorious	place	 to	 enter,	 a	 heavenly	 salvation,	 the
heavenly	Kingdom	(See	2Peter	1:11	and	2Timothy	4:18).	Soon	we	will
be	present	there	with	Him	(2Corinthians	5:8;	Philippians	1:23).

The	 conquering	 King	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Bright	 and	Morning	 Star,	 and	 every
sincere,	faithful	believer	will	take	part	in	His	glory.

Conclusion:	one	can	simply	say	that	there	are	various	reasonable	options
for	the	meaning	of	‘the	morning	star’,	which	are	in	agreement	with	other
Biblical	data.

2Peter	1:19	And	so	we	have	the	prophetic	word	confirmed,	which	you	do	well	to
heed	as	a	light	that	shines	in	a	dark	place,	until	the	day	dawns	and	the	morning
star	rises	in	your	hearts.

Revelation	22:16	“I,	Jesus,	have	sent	My	angel	to	testify	to	you	these	things	in
the	Churches.	I	am	the	Root	and	the	Offspring	of	David,	the	Bright	and	Morning
Star.”

“Until	the	day	dawns	and	the	morning	star	rises	in	your	hearts”–is	translated	in
the	New	International	Reader’s	Version	as:	“It	 is	 like	a	 light	shining	 in	a	dark
place.	It	will	shine	until	the	day	Jesus	comes.	Then	the	Morning	Star	will	rise	in
your	hearts.”	There	 are	 a	 number	of	 translations	 that	write	Morning	Star	 here
with	capitals.



85.	The	future	of	nations	related	by
blood-ties
Lebanon

In	Ezekiel	47	and	48,	the	prophet,	commissioned	by	God,	describes	exactly	how
the	borders	of	 the	 land	of	 Israel	will	 look	 like	 in	 the	 future.	Currently,	 there	 is
still	 much	 debate	 and	 dissension	 on	 these	 borders.	 Compared	 to	 the	 current
borders	of	the	state	of	Israel,	quite	a	lot	will	have	to	change,	specifically	on	the
northern	and	eastern	borders.	In	the	future,	there	will	be	the	cession	of	a	piece	of
land	 in	 Lebanon	 to	 Israel	 since	 Lebanon	 possesses	 it	 wrongfully:	 God	 had
promised	it	already	earlier	to	Abraham.

Ezekiel	47:13	Thus	says	 the	Lord	GOD:	“These	are	 the	borders	by	which	you
shall	divide	the	land	as	an	inheritance	among	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	Joseph
shall	have	 two	portions.	14	You	shall	 inherit	 it	equally	with	one	another;	 for	 I
raised	My	hand	in	an	oath	to	give	it	 to	your	fathers,	and	this	 land	shall	 fall	 to
you	as	 your	 inheritance.	15	This	 shall	be	 the	border	of	 the	 land	on	 the	north:
from	the	Great	Sea,	by	the	road	to	Hethlon,	as	one	goes	to	Zedad,	16	Hamath,
Berothah,	Sibraim	(which	is	between	the	border	of	Damascus	and	the	border	of
Hamath),	 to	Hazar	Hatticon	 (which	 is	 on	 the	 border	 of	Hauran).	 17	Thus	 the
boundary	shall	be	from	the	Sea	to	Hazar	Enan,	the	border	of	Damascus;	and	as
for	the	north,	northward,	it	is	the	border	of	Hamath.	This	is	the	north	side.	18	On
the	east	side	you	shall	mark	out	the	border	from	between	Hauran	and	Damascus,
and	 between	 Gilead	 and	 the	 land	 of	 Israel,	 along	 the	 Jordan,	 and	 along	 the
eastern	side	of	the	sea.	This	is	the	east	side.”

Ezekiel	48:1	“Now	these	are	the	names	of	the	tribes:	From	the	northern	border
along	the	road	to	Hethlon	at	the	entrance	of	Hamath,	to	Hazar	Enan,	the	border
of	Damascus	northward,	 in	 the	direction	of	Hamath,	 there	shall	be	one	section
for	Dan	from	its	east	to	its	west	side;	2	by	the	border	of	Dan,	from	the	east	side
to	the	west,	one	section	for	Asher;	3	by	the	border	of	Asher,	from	the	east	side	to
the	west,	one	section	for	Naphtali.”

Edom–South	Jordan

There	will	be	no	future	for	Edom,	the	land	situated	east	of	the	river	Jordan.	It	is
remarkable	 that	 the	LORD	wants	 to	be	merciful	 to	 the	orphans	and	widows	of



the	 nation	 of	 the	 Edomites	 if	 they	 trust	 in	 God.	 This	 brother	 nation	 has
continuously	thwarted	Israel.

Jeremiah	 49:10	 “But	 I	 have	 made	 Esau	 bare;	 I	 have	 uncovered	 his	 secret
places,	and	he	shall	not	be	able	to	hide	himself.	His	descendants	are	plundered,
his	 brethren	 and	 his	 neighbors,	 and	 he	 is	 no	 more.	 11	 Leave	 your	 fatherless
children,	I	will	preserve	them	alive;	and	let	your	widows	trust	in	Me.”	(…)

17	 “Edom	 also	 shall	 be	 an	 astonishment;	 everyone	 who	 goes	 by	 it	 will	 be
astonished	and	will	hiss	at	all	its	plagues.	18	As	in	the	overthrow	of	Sodom	and
Gomorrah	 and	 their	 neighbors,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	“no	 one	 shall	 remain	 there,
nor	shall	a	son	of	man	dwell	in	it.”

Ezekiel	32:29	“There	is	Edom,	her	kings	and	all	her	princes,	who	despite	their
might	 are	 laid	 beside	 those	 slain	 by	 the	 sword;	 they	 shall	 lie	 with	 the
uncircumcised,	and	with	those	who	go	down	to	the	Pit.”

Ezekiel	 35:9	 “I	 will	 make	 you	 perpetually	 desolate,	 and	 your	 cities	 shall	 be
uninhabited;	then	you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”	(…)	14	‘Thus	says	the
Lord	GOD:	“The	whole	earth	will	rejoice	when	I	make	you	desolate.	15	As	you
rejoiced	because	the	inheritance	of	the	house	of	Israel	was	desolate,	so	I	will	do
to	 you;	 you	 shall	 be	 desolate,	O	Mount	 Seir,	 as	well	 as	 all	 of	Edom–all	 of	 it!
Then	they	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD.”’

See	also	Ezekiel	25:12-14.

What	we	subsequently	read	in	the	Bible	book	of	Obadiah	is	clear	and,	in	a	way,
shocking.	What	 comes	 so	 clearly	 to	 the	 fore	 in	 some	 translations,	 is	 that	 the
LORD	keeps	a	careful	watch	on	our	attitude	towards	Israel,	the	apple	of	His	eye.
This	Word	of	God	passes	judgment	on	the	attitude	of	us,	Dutch	people,	towards
the	Jewish	nation	during	the	Second	World	War.	And	not	only	on	us	Dutchmen,
but	on	the	attitude	of	every	nation	in	those	days	towards	the	Jewish	nation.	The
only	applicable	words	are:	Confess	guilt!	This	Word	of	God	is	still	fully	topical
in	our	days.	It	tells	us	much	about	our	attitude	towards	Israel	now!

The	ending	of	the	prophet	Obadiah	indicates	that	this	brother	nation	will	come	to
no	good.	And	this	holds	for	every	enemy	of	Israel,	God’s	chosen	people.

Obadiah	1:10	“For	violence	against	your	brother	Jacob,	shame	shall	cover	you,
and	you	shall	be	cut	off	forever.	11	In	the	day	that	you	stood	on	the	other	side	--
in	the	day	that	strangers	carried	captive	his	forces,	when	foreigners	entered	his



gates	and	cast	 lots	 for	Jerusalem	--	even	you	were	as	one	of	 them.	12	But	you
should	not	have	gazed	on	the	day	of	your	brother	in	the	day	of	his	captivity;	nor
should	 you	 have	 rejoiced	 over	 the	 children	 of	 Judah	 in	 the	 day	 of	 their
destruction;	nor	should	you	have	spoken	proudly	 in	 the	day	of	distress.	13	You
should	 not	 have	 entered	 the	 gate	 of	 My	 people	 in	 the	 day	 of	 their	 calamity.
Indeed,	you	should	not	have	gazed	on	their	affliction	in	the	day	of	their	calamity,
nor	laid	hands	on	their	substance	in	the	day	of	their	calamity.	14	You	should	not
have	 stood	 at	 the	 crossroads	 to	 cut	 off	 those	 among	 them	 who	 escaped;	 nor
should	 you	 have	 delivered	 up	 those	 among	 them	 who	 remained	 in	 the	 day	 of
distress.	15	For	the	day	of	the	LORD	upon	all	the	nations	is	near;	as	you	have
done,	it	shall	be	done	to	you;	your	reprisal	shall	return	upon	your	own	head.	(…)
18	The	house	of	Jacob	shall	be	a	fire,	and	the	house	of	Joseph	a	flame;	but	the
house	of	Esau	shall	be	stubble;	they	shall	kindle	them	and	devour	them,	and	no
survivor	shall	remain	of	the	house	of	Esau,”	for	the	LORD	has	spoken.	(…)	21
Then	saviors	shall	come	to	Mount	Zion	to	judge	the	mountains	of	Esau,	and	the
kingdom	shall	be	the	LORD’s.

Moab–Central	Jordan

The	Moabites	were	descendants	of	Lot,	Abraham’s	nephew.	At	the	exodus	from
Egypt,	they	prevented	Israel	from	travelling	through	their	country.	There	will	be
no	future	 for	 the	Moabites.	However,	 there	will	be	a	gleam	of	hope	 in	 the	 last
days;	it	is	not	known	what	this	will	be.

Jeremiah	48:9	“Give	wings	 to	Moab,	 that	she	may	 flee	and	get	away;	 for	her
cities	shall	be	desolate,	without	any	to	dwell	in	them.	(…)	26	Make	him	drunk,
because	he	exalted	himself	against	the	LORD.	Moab	shall	wallow	in	his	vomit,
and	 he	 shall	 also	 be	 in	 derision.	 (…)	 42	 And	 Moab	 shall	 be	 destroyed	 as	 a
people,	 because	he	 exalted	himself	 against	 the	LORD.	 (…)	47	Yet	 I	will	 bring
back	 the	captives	of	Moab	 in	 the	 latter	days,”	says	 the	LORD.	Thus	 far	 is	 the
judgment	of	Moab.

Ammon–North	Jordan

The	Ammonites	had	hired	Balaam	to	curse	the	Israelites	during	their	journey	to
Canaan.	They	had	also	refused	to	provide	Israel	with	food	and	drink.

On	 top	 of	 that,	 they	 had	 concluded	 an	 alliance	 with	 the	 Edomites,	Moabites,
Amalekites,

Ishmaelites,	 Philistines	 and	 other	 nations–it	 was	 an	 alliance	 against	 Israel	 in



order	to	destroy	it.	Since	then,	in	a	period	of	over	three	thousand	years,	little	has
changed.	 The	 surrounding	 nations	 are	 still	 bent	 on	 destroying	 Israel,	 but	 they
will	never	succeed.	The	LORD	will	never	allow	His	people	to	be	destroyed.	On
the	contrary.	Israel	can	expect	a	wonderful	inheritance	and	a	glorious	future.	Part
of	Jordan	will	be	joined	up	with	Israel	again.	Here	it	also	applies	that	it	had	been
promised	to	Abraham.

Jeremiah	49:2	“Therefore	behold,	the	days	are	coming,”	says	the	LORD,	“that
I	will	cause	to	be	heard	an	alarm	of	war	in	Rabbah	of	the	Ammonites;	it	shall	be
a	desolate	mound,	and	her	villages	shall	be	burned	with	fire.	Then	Israel	shall
take	possession	of	his	inheritance,”	says	the	LORD.	(…)	6	“But	afterward	I	will
bring	back	the	captives	of	the	people	of	Ammon,”	says	the	LORD.

Egypt

In	Isaiah	19:1-16,	the	prophet	declares	God’s	judgment	on	the	Egyptians.	But	the
judgments	are	confined	to	infighting	and	periods	of	long	drought.	There	will	be
fear	about	the	future	and	no	work	(verse	2).	They	will	also	fear	Israel	because	of
the	counsel	of	the	LORD	(verses	16-17).	But	in	the	future,	the	nation	of	Egypt
will	 know	 the	 LORD,	 serve	 Him	 and	 make	 sacrifice	 and	 offering.	 They	 will
make	a	vow	to	the	LORD	and	perform	it	(verses	18-22).	When	and	how	will	this
be?	Probably	during	the	Millennium.	Egypt	will	be	blessed	because:

a.	 it	was	the	cradle	and	salvation	of	Israel	for	the	sons	of	Jacob.	Add	to	this
that	Jacob	blessed	the	pharaoh.	Jacob	blessed	the	pharaoh	although	he,	as
a	sovereign,	was	above	him.	When	will	 this	blessing	become	effective?
We	can	read	it	in	Isaiah	19.

b.	 Egypt	was	the	country	where	the	Lord	Jesus	had	to	go	into	hiding	during
the	Massacre	of	 the	 Innocents	by	king	Herod.	 It	extended	hospitality	 to
the	beloved	Son	of	God,	something	the	LORD	does	not	forget.

Isaiah	 19:17	And	 the	 land	 of	 Judah	 will	 be	 a	 terror	 to	 Egypt;	 everyone	 who
makes	mention	of	it	will	be	afraid	in	himself,	because	of	the	counsel	of	the	LORD
of	hosts	which	He	has	determined	against	it.	18	In	that	day	five	cities	in	the	land
of	Egypt	will	 speak	 the	 language	of	Canaan	and	swear	by	 the	LORD	of	hosts;
one	will	be	called	the	City	of	Destruction.	19	In	that	day	there	will	be	an	altar	to
the	 LORD	 in	 the	midst	 of	 the	 land	 of	 Egypt,	 and	 a	 pillar	 to	 the	 LORD	 at	 its
border.	20	And	it	will	be	for	a	sign	and	for	a	witness	to	the	LORD	of	hosts	in	the



land	of	Egypt;	for	they	will	cry	to	the	LORD	because	of	the	oppressors,	and	He
will	send	them	a	Savior	and	a	Mighty	One,	and	He	will	deliver	them.	21	Then	the
LORD	will	be	known	 to	Egypt,	and	 the	Egyptians	will	know	 the	LORD	in	 that
day,	and	will	make	sacrifice	and	offering;	yes,	they	will	make	a	vow	to	the	LORD
and	perform	it.	22	And	the	LORD	will	strike	Egypt,	He	will	strike	and	heal	 it;
they	will	return	to	the	LORD,	and	He	will	be	entreated	by	them	and	heal	them.
23	In	that	day	there	will	be	a	highway	from	Egypt	to	Assyria,	and	the	Assyrian
will	come	into	Egypt	and	the	Egyptian	into	Assyria,	and	the	Egyptians	will	serve
with	 the	 Assyrians.	 24	 In	 that	 day	 Israel	 will	 be	 one	 of	 three	with	 Egypt	 and
Assyria	--	a	blessing	in	the	midst	of	the	land,	25	whom	the	LORD	of	hosts	shall
bless,	saying,	“Blessed	is	Egypt	My	people,	and	Assyria	the	work	of	My	hands,
and	Israel	My	inheritance.”

However,	the	people	of	Egypt	will	be	scattered	among	the	Gentiles	for	a	forty-
year	 period.	 During	 that	 time,	 the	 land	 of	 Egypt	 will	 be	 destroyed	 to	 a	 large
extent.	The	prophet	Joel	had	also	mentioned	this	destruction	before	(Joel	3:19).
After	 that,	Egypt	will	become	a	 lowly	kingdom/land	and	will	not	rule	over	 the
Gentiles	anymore.

Ezekiel	29:6	“Then	all	the	inhabitants	of	Egypt	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,
because	they	have	been	a	staff	of	reed	to	the	house	of	Israel.	7	When	they	took
hold	 of	 you	with	 the	 hand,	 you	 broke	 and	 tore	 all	 their	 shoulders;	 when	 they
leaned	on	you,	you	broke	and	made	all	their	backs	quiver.”	(…)

12	“I	will	make	the	land	of	Egypt	desolate	in	the	midst	of	the	countries	that	are
desolate;	and	among	 the	cities	 that	are	 laid	waste,	her	cities	 shall	be	desolate
forty	 years;	 and	 I	 will	 scatter	 the	 Egyptians	 among	 the	 nations	 and	 disperse
them	throughout	the	countries.”	13	‘Yet,	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“At	the	end	of
forty	years	I	will	gather	the	Egyptians	from	the	peoples	among	whom	they	were
scattered.	14	I	will	bring	back	the	captives	of	Egypt	and	cause	them	to	return	to
the	land	of	Pathros,	 to	 the	land	of	 their	origin,	and	there	they	shall	be	a	lowly
kingdom.	15	It	shall	be	the	lowliest	of	kingdoms;	it	shall	never	again	exalt	itself
above	 the	 nations,	 for	 I	will	 diminish	 them	 so	 that	 they	will	 not	 rule	 over	 the
nations	anymore.	16	No	longer	shall	it	be	the	confidence	of	the	house	of	Israel,
but	will	remind	them	of	their	iniquity	when	they	turned	to	follow	them.	Then	they
shall	know	that	I	am	the	Lord	GOD.”’

Ezekiel	32:31	“Pharaoh	will	see	them	and	be	comforted	over	all	his	multitude,
Pharaoh	and	all	his	army,	slain	by	the	sword,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.	32	“For	I



have	caused	My	 terror	 in	 the	 land	of	 the	 living;	and	he	 shall	be	placed	 in	 the
midst	of	 the	uncircumcised	with	 those	 slain	by	 the	 sword,	Pharaoh	and	all	his
multitude,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Jeremiah	49:2	“Therefore	behold,	the	days	are	coming,”	says	the	LORD,	“that
I	will	cause	to	be	heard	an	alarm	of	war	in	Rabbah	of	the	Ammonites;	it	shall	be
a	desolate	mound,	and	her	villages	shall	be	burned	with	fire.	Then	Israel	shall
take	possession	of	his	inheritance,”	says	the	LORD.	(…)	6	“But	afterward	I	will
bring	back	the	captives	of	the	people	of	Ammon,”	says	the	LORD.

Assyria

Assyria	will	 be	 blessed	 because	 there	 is	 no	 proof	 that	 Assyria	 has	 committed
crimes	against	 the	 Jewish	deportees	 (10	 tribes).	The	 ten	 tribes	 are	 still	 hidden.
The	highway	(Isaiah	19:23)	always	ran	through	the	plain	of	Megiddo.	Although
Assyria	goes	through	a	judgment,	God	remembers	its	acts	towards	the	Israelites.

Isaiah	17:1	The	burden	against	Damascus.	“Behold,	Damascus	will	cease	from
being	a	city,	and	 it	will	be	a	ruinous	heap.	2	The	cities	of	Aroer	are	 forsaken;
they	will	be	for	flocks	which	lie	down,	and	no	one	will	make	them	afraid.	3	The
fortress	 also	 will	 cease	 from	 Ephraim,	 the	 kingdom	 from	 Damascus,	 and	 the
remnant	of	Syria;	 they	will	be	as	 the	glory	of	 the	children	of	 Israel,”	 says	 the
LORD	of	hosts.

Isaiah	19:23	In	that	day	there	will	be	a	highway	from	Egypt	to	Assyria,	and	the
Assyrian	will	come	into	Egypt	and	the	Egyptian	into	Assyria,	and	the	Egyptians
will	 serve	 with	 the	 Assyrians.	 24	 In	 that	 day	 Israel	 will	 be	 one	 of	 three	 with
Egypt	and	Assyria	--	a	blessing	in	the	midst	of	the	land,	25	whom	the	LORD	of
hosts	shall	bless,	saying,	“Blessed	is	Egypt	My	people,	and	Assyria	the	work	of
My	hands,	and	Israel	My	inheritance.”

Ezekiel	 32:22	 “Assyria	 is	 there,	 and	 all	 her	 company,	 with	 their	 graves	 all
around	her,	all	of	 them	slain,	 fallen	by	the	sword.	23	Her	graves	are	set	 in	 the
recesses	of	the	Pit,	and	her	company	is	all	around	her	grave,	all	of	them	slain,
fallen	by	the	sword,	who	caused	terror	in	the	land	of	the	living.”

See	also	Jeremiah	49:23-27Kedor	and	Hazor–Saudi	Arabia

Jeremiah	 49:28	 Against	 Kedar	 and	 against	 the	 kingdoms	 of	 Hazor,	 which
Nebuchadnezzar	king	of	Babylon	shall	strike.	Thus	says	 the	LORD:	“Arise,	go
up	to	Kedar,	and	devastate	the	men	of	the	East!	29	Their	tents	and	their	flocks



they	 shall	 take	 away.	 They	 shall	 take	 for	 themselves	 their	 curtains,	 all	 their
vessels	and	their	camels;	and	they	shall	cry	out	to	them,	‘Fear	is	on	every	side!’
30	Flee,	get	 far	away!	Dwell	 in	 the	depths,	O	 inhabitants	of	Hazor!”	says	 the
LORD.	“For	Nebuchadnezzar	 king	 of	Babylon	 has	 taken	 counsel	 against	 you,
and	has	conceived	a	plan	against	you.	31	Arise,	go	up	to	the	wealthy	nation	that
dwells	 securely,”	says	 the	LORD,	“which	has	neither	gates	nor	bars,	dwelling
alone.	32	Their	camels	 shall	be	 for	booty,	and	 the	multitude	of	 their	cattle	 for
plunder.	I	will	scatter	to	all	winds	those	in	the	farthest	corners,	and	I	will	bring
their	calamity	from	all	its	sides,”	says	the	LORD.	33	“Hazor	shall	be	a	dwelling
for	jackals,	a	desolation	forever;	no	one	shall	reside	there,	nor	son	of	man	dwell
in	it.”

Elam–Iran
Jeremiah	 49:34	 The	 word	 of	 the	 LORD	 that	 came	 to	 Jeremiah	 the	 prophet
against	Elam,	in	the	beginning	of	the	reign	of	Zedekiah	king	of	Judah,	saying,	35
“Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 ‘Behold,	 I	 will	 break	 the	 bow	 of	 Elam,	 the
foremost	of	their	might.	36	Against	Elam	I	will	bring	the	four	winds	there	shall
be	no	nations	where	the	outcasts	of	Elam	will	not	go.	37	For	I	will	cause	Elam	to
be	 dismayed	 before	 their	 enemies	 and	 before	 those	 who	 seek	 their	 life.	 I	 will
bring	disaster	upon	them,	My	fierce	anger,’	says	the	LORD;	‘and	I	will	send	the
sword	after	them	until	I	have	consumed	them.	38	I	will	set	My	throne	in	Elam,
and	will	destroy	from	there	the	king	and	the	princes,’	says	the	LORD.	39	‘But	it
shall	come	to	pass	in	the	latter	days:	I	will	bring	back	the	captives	of	Elam,’	says
the	LORD.”

Ezekiel	32:24	“There	is	Elam	and	all	her	multitude,	all	around	her	grave,	all	of
them	slain,	fallen	by	the	sword,	who	have	gone	down	uncircumcised	to	the	lower
parts	 of	 the	 earth,	who	 caused	 their	 terror	 in	 the	 land	of	 the	 living;	 now	 they
bear	their	shame	with	those	who	go	down	to	the	Pit.	25	They	have	set	her	bed	in
the	midst	of	the	slain,	with	all	her	multitude,	with	her	graves	all	around	it,	all	of
them	uncircumcised,	 slain	by	 the	sword;	 though	 their	 terror	was	caused	 in	 the
land	of	the	living,	yet	they	bear	their	shame	with	those	who	go	down	to	the	Pit;	it
was	put	in	the	midst	of	the	slain.”

Gaza,	Ashkelon,	Ashdod	and	the	region	along	the	sea
The	remnant	of	Judah	will	be	allowed	to	take	these	regions	into	possession	once
again.	As	we	are	dealing	here	with	the	remnant,	this	means	it	will	happen	after



the	Great	Tribulation,	during	the	Millennium.

Zephaniah	2:4	For	Gaza	shall	be	 forsaken,	and	Ashkelon	desolate;	 they	shall
drive	 out	 Ashdod	 at	 noonday,	 and	 Ekron	 shall	 be	 uprooted.	 5	 Woe	 to	 the
inhabitants	of	the	seacoast,	the	nation	of	the	Cherethites!	The	word	of	the	LORD
is	against	you,	O	Canaan,	 land	of	 the	Philistines:	“I	will	destroy	you;	so	there
shall	 be	 no	 inhabitant.”	 6	 The	 seacoast	 shall	 be	 pastures,	 with	 shelters	 for
shepherds	and	folds	for	flocks.	7	The	coast	shall	be	for	the	remnant	of	the	house
of	Judah;	they	shall	feed	their	flocks	there;	in	the	houses	of	Ashkelon	they	shall
lie	down	at	evening.	For	the	LORD	their	God	will	intervene	for	them,	and	return
their	captives.



86.	The	day	of	the	Lord,	the	end	of
the	great	tribulation
The	day	of	the	LORD–an	expression	that	is	found	in	the	Bible	in	different	ways.
It	 is	 also	 called	 “the	 great	 and	 dreadful	 day	 of	 the	 LORD”	 ,	 “the	 great	 and
awesome	day	of	the	LORD”,	etc.	Sometimes	Scripture	will	say	that	 this	day	is
coming,	is	nearby	or	far	away.

Therefore,	it	is	always	important	to	consider	the	context	in	which	the	expression
is	used.

A	 few	 times,	 the	 expression	 relates	 to	 exactly	 one	 24-hour	 day,	 for	 example
when	the	Messiah	will	return	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation,	but	this	is	not
often	 the	 case.	At	 some	 instances	 in	God’s	Word,	 it	 relates	 to	 the	Millennium
that	comes	after	the	Great	Tribulation.

As	said,	the	meaning	of	the	“day	of	the	LORD”	depends,	to	a	large	extent,	on	the
context.	 In	 Joel	 2:31,	 the	 expression	 relates	 to	 the	 latter	 part	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation.	 This	 part	 is	 explicitly	 referred	 to	 as	 “the	 hour	 of	 His	 judgment”
(Revelation	 14:7)	 and	 the	 time	 of	 “the	 wrath	 of	 God”	 (Revelation	 14:10;
15:1;15:7;	16:1).

When	 the	Almighty	God	 is	going	 to	do	 this	work,	 it	goes	more	or	 less	against
His	divine	nature,	for	His	nature/being	is	Love	(1John	4:8).	For	this	reason,	this
divine	work	is	called	strange	in:

Isaiah	28:21	For	the	LORD	will	rise	up	as	at	Mount	Perazim,	He	will	be	angry
as	 in	 the	Valley	of	Gibeon	--	 that	He	may	do	His	work,	His	strange	work,	and
bring	to	pass	His	act,	His	strange	act.

The	Lord	God	does	not	have	pleasure	in	the	death	of	the	wicked,	but	delights	in
his	repentance,	as	it	is	stated	in:

Ezekiel	33:11	Say	to	them:	‘As	I	live,’	says	the	Lord	GOD,	‘I	have	no	pleasure	in
the	death	of	 the	wicked,	but	 that	 the	wicked	 turn	 from	his	way	and	 live.	Turn,
turn	from	your	evil	ways!	For	why	should	you	die,	O	house	of	Israel?’

All	true	love	(agapè)	comes	from	the	Father	in	heaven.	But	during	the	latter	half
of	 the	 Great	 Tribulation,	 satan,	 the	 antichrist	 and	 their	 followers	 will	 rebel
against	the	LORD	in	such	a	manner	that	the	Father	says	to	the	Son	in:



Psalm	110:1	The	LORD	said	to	my	Lord,	“Sit	at	My	right	hand,	till	I	make	Your
enemies	Your	footstool.”

In	Joel	2,	the	meaning	of	the	‘day	of	the	LORD’	is	the	day	on	which	the	Messiah
will	return	to	save	His	chosen	people	of	Israel.	At	that	time,	He	will	defeat	and
destroy	Israel’s	enemies,	which	will	mark	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation.

Joel	2:1	Blow	the	trumpet	in	Zion,	and	sound	an	alarm	in	My	holy	mountain!	Let
all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	tremble;	for	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	coming,	for	it
is	 at	 hand:	 2	 A	 day	 of	 darkness	 and	 gloominess,	 a	 day	 of	 clouds	 and	 thick
darkness,	 like	 the	morning	 clouds	 spread	 over	 the	mountains.	 A	 people	 come,
great	and	 strong,	 the	 like	of	whom	has	never	been;	nor	will	 there	ever	be	any
such	after	 them,	even	for	many	successive	generations.	3	A	fire	devours	before
them,	and	behind	them	a	flame	burns;	the	land	is	like	the	Garden	of	Eden	before
them,	and	behind	them	a	desolate	wilderness;	surely	nothing	shall	escape	them.
4	Their	 appearance	 is	 like	 the	 appearance	of	 horses;	 and	 like	 swift	 steeds,	 so
they	run.	5	With	a	noise	like	chariots	over	mountaintops	they	leap,	like	the	noise
of	a	flaming	fire	that	devours	the	stubble,	like	a	strong	people	set	in	battle	array.
6	Before	them	the	people	writhe	in	pain;	all	 faces	are	drained	of	color.	7	They
run	like	mighty	men,	they	climb	the	wall	like	men	of	war;	every	one	marches	in
formation,	and	they	do	not	break	ranks.	8	They	do	not	push	one	another;	every
one	marches	in	his	own	column.	Though	they	lunge	between	the	weapons,	 they
are	not	cut	down.	9	They	run	 to	and	 fro	 in	 the	city,	 they	run	on	 the	wall;	 they
climb	into	the	houses,	they	enter	at	the	windows	like	a	thief.	10	The	earth	quakes
before	 them,	 the	 heavens	 tremble;	 the	 sun	and	moon	grow	dark,	 and	 the	 stars
diminish	 their	 brightness.	 11	 The	 LORD	 gives	 voice	 before	His	 army,	 for	His
camp	is	very	great;	for	strong	is	the	One	who	executes	His	word.	For	the	day	of
the	LORD	is	great	and	very	terrible;	who	can	endure	it?

Zephaniah	1:15	That	day	is	a	day	of	wrath,	a	day	of	trouble	and	distress,	a	day
of	devastation	and	desolation,	a	day	of	darkness	and	gloominess,	a	day	of	clouds
and	thick	darkness,	16	a	day	of	trumpet	and	alarm	against	the	fortified	cities	and
against	the	high	towers.

Zechariah	12:2	“Behold,	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	cup	of	drunkenness	to	all	the
surrounding	peoples,	when	they	lay	siege	against	Judah	and	Jerusalem.	3	And	it
shall	happen	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	very	heavy	stone	 for	all
peoples;	 all	 who	would	 heave	 it	 away	will	 surely	 be	 cut	 in	 pieces,	 though	 all
nations	of	 the	earth	are	gathered	against	 it.	4	In	that	day,”	says	the	LORD,	“I



will	strike	every	horse	with	confusion,	and	its	rider	with	madness;	I	will	open	My
eyes	 on	 the	 house	 of	 Judah,	 and	 will	 strike	 every	 horse	 of	 the	 peoples	 with
blindness.	 5	 And	 the	 governors	 of	 Judah	 shall	 say	 in	 their	 heart,	 ‘The
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	are	my	strength	in	the	LORD	of	hosts,	their	God.’	6	In
that	day	I	will	make	the	governors	of	Judah	like	a	firepan	in	the	woodpile,	and
like	a	fiery	torch	in	the	sheaves;	they	shall	devour	all	the	surrounding	peoples	on
the	right	hand	and	on	the	left,	but	Jerusalem	shall	be	inhabited	again	in	her	own
place	 --	 Jerusalem.	7	The	LORD	will	 save	 the	 tents	of	 Judah	 first,	 so	 that	 the
glory	of	the	house	of	David	and	the	glory	of	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	shall
not	become	greater	than	that	of	Judah.	8	In	that	day	the	LORD	will	defend	the
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem;	the	one	who	is	feeble	among	them	in	that	day	shall	be
like	David,	and	the	house	of	David	shall	be	like	God,	like	the	Angel	of	the	LORD
before	 them.	9	 It	 shall	be	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	 seek	 to	destroy	all	 the	nations
that	come	against	Jerusalem.”

Revelation	16:13	“And	I	saw	three	unclean	spirits	like	frogs	coming	out	of	the
mouth	of	the	dragon,	out	of	the	mouth	of	the	beast,	and	out	of	the	mouth	of	the
false	prophet.	14	For	they	are	spirits	of	demons,	performing	signs,	which	go	out
to	the	kings	of	the	earth	and	of	the	whole	world,	to	gather	them	to	the	battle	of
that	great	day	of	God	Almighty.	15	Behold,	I	am	coming	as	a	thief.	Blessed	is	he
who	 watches,	 and	 keeps	 his	 garments,	 lest	 he	 walk	 naked	 and	 they	 see	 his
shame.”	 16	 And	 they	 gathered	 them	 together	 to	 the	 place	 called	 in	 Hebrew,
Armageddon.

Armageddon,	 also	 rendered	 as	 Harmagedon,	 probably	 points	 to	 the	 plain	 of
Megiddo,	mentioned	 in	Zechariah	12:11.	On	 this	 plain,	 the	kings	of	 the	 entire
earth	will	 gather	 to	 the	 battle	 on	 that	 great	 day	 of	God	Almighty	 (Revelation
16:14).	This	battle	will	take	place	at	the	end	of	the	Great	Tribulation.

At	 that	 time,	 the	Messiah	will	 return	 and	 save	His	 people	 from	 their	 enemies.
Israel	will	 repent,	 the	Holy	Spirit	will	 be	poured	out	 over	 them,	 and	 they	will
show	 remorse	 for	 their	 abhorrence.	 The	 prophet	 Zechariah	 has	 already
prophesied	this	in:

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,
and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.	11	In	that	day	there	shall	be	a
great	mourning	in	Jerusalem,	like	the	mourning	at	Hadad	Rimmon	in	the	plain



of	Megiddo.	12	And	the	land	shall	mourn,	every	family	by	itself:	the	family	of	the
house	of	David	by	itself,	and	their	wives	by	themselves;	the	family	of	the	house	of
Nathan	 by	 itself,	 and	 their	wives	 by	 themselves;	 13	 the	 family	 of	 the	 house	 of
Levi	by	itself,	and	their	wives	by	themselves;	the	family	of	Shimei	by	itself,	and
their	wives	by	themselves;	14	all	the	families	that	remain,	every	family	by	itself,
and	their	wives	by	themselves.”

Comments	by	rabbi	Shmuel	Yerushalmi	on	Zechariah	12:10:

“At	 the	 time	 of	 the	 final	 salvation,	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 ‘will	 look	 on	Me’	when
they	complain	about	 the	fact	 that	 the	Chaldeans	have	pierced	them.”	The	rabbi
continues,	“Some	explain	this	as	that	Scripture	is	speaking	here	of	Messiah	ben
Joseph	who	will	be	killed.	If	this	happens,	God	in	His	anger	will	destroy	all	the
nations	that	have	marched	towards	Jerusalem.”

Rabbi	 Yerushalmi	 translates	 this	 verse	 as	 follows,	 “They	 will	 look	 upon	 Me
because	 they	are	pierced.”	He	comments	 the	 following	on	 the	phrase	 ‘because
they	are	pierced’:	“On	that	day,	the	nation	of	Israel	will	have	to	look	upon	God
because	Messiah	ben	Joseph	has	been	killed.	And…	the	nation	will	have	to	be
ashamed	of	this!	For	the	nation	has	pierced	Him	by	way	of	their	sins.	Then	they
will	repent.	In	order	to	be	completely	reconciled	they	will	first	have	to	cry	very
seriously.	That	is	why	they	will	look	up	‘to	Me’	(i.e.	to	God)	in	order	to	receive
mercy	from	Him	for	having	killed	the	Messiah	ben	Joseph.	He	died	because	of
the	 injustice	of	 those	people.	They	must	 feel	 the	pain	of	His	 ‘forlornness’	 (i.e.
because	 of	 the	 sins	 of	 the	 people).	 Everybody	will	 say	 that	 the	Messiah	 died
because	of	their	sins	(the	sins	of	man)…	Then	God	will	grant	them	the	Spirit	of
mercy	and	they	may	approach	Him.”

Rabbi	A.J.	Rosenberg	 also	 tells	 us	 in	 the	 Judaica	Books	 of	 the	Bible	 (Twelve
Prophets)	 that	 we	 are	 dealing	 here	 with	 the	 Messiah	 ben	 Joseph.	 This	 is	 the
official	 Jewish	 doctrine,	 also	 of	 the	 Talmud.	 Rabbis	 who	 teach	 that	 Israel	 is
meant	with	the	suffering	servant	in	Isaiah	53,	deviate	from	the	Talmud	doctrine.



87.	Israel’s	spiritual
Prophecy	of	Israel’s	conversion.	God	will	make	a	new	covenant	with	Israel.

God	loves	Israel	with	an	everlasting	love.

Jeremiah	31:3	The	LORD	has	appeared	of	old	to	me,	saying:	“Yes,	I	have	loved
you	with	an	everlasting	love;	therefore	with	lovingkindness	I	have	drawn	you.”

God	is	a	God	who	cannot	lie.	God	has	sworn	by	Himself	that	 the	covenant	He
has	 made	 with	 the	 fathers–with	 Abraham,	 Isaac	 and	 Jacob–will	 be	 an	 eternal
covenant,	even	though	Israel	has	broken	it	many	times.	This	is	something	New
Testament	believers	should	never	forget.	Unfortunately,	they	have	done	so	all	too
often.	Actually,	there	are	still	believers	who	think	that	there	is	no	longer	a	future
for	Israel	and	that	there	will	be	no	Millennium.

God	makes	 a	new	covenant	with	His	people	 Israel,	 the	 apple	of	His	 eye.	God
makes	a	new	covenant–not	a	renewed	covenant	as	some	exegetes	try	to	make	us
believe.	The	old	covenant	will	disappear,	 and	a	new	covenant	will	 come	 in	 its
stead.	 Both	 covenants	 have	 been	 established	 with	 Israel.	 The	 New	 Testament
believers	may	share	in	the	new	covenant,	like	they	are	also	grafted	onto	the	olive
tree	‘Israel’.

Hebrews	8:8	Because	 finding	 fault	with	 them,	He	says:	“Behold,	 the	days	are
coming,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 will	 make	 a	 new	 covenant	 with	 the	 house	 of
Israel	and	with	the	house	of	Judah	--	9	not	according	to	the	covenant	that	I	made
with	their	fathers	in	the	day	when	I	took	them	by	the	hand	to	lead	them	out	of	the
land	of	Egypt;	because	they	did	not	continue	in	My	covenant,	and	I	disregarded
them,	says	the	LORD.	10	For	this	is	the	covenant	that	I	will	make	with	the	house
of	Israel	after	those	days,	says	the	LORD:	I	will	put	My	laws	in	their	mind	and
write	them	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will	be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.
11	None	of	 them	shall	 teach	his	neighbor,	and	none	his	brother,	saying,	‘Know
the	LORD,’	for	all	shall	know	Me,	from	the	least	of	them	to	the	greatest	of	them.
12	 For	 I	 will	 be	 merciful	 to	 their	 unrighteousness,	 and	 their	 sins	 and	 their
lawless	deeds	I	will	remember	no	more.”	13	In	that	He	says,	“A	new	covenant,”
He	has	made	the	first	obsolete.	Now	what	is	becoming	obsolete	and	growing	old
is	ready	to	vanish	away.

That	it	is	an	entirely	different	and	new	covenant,	the	apostle	Paul	also	states	in
2Corinthians	3,	where	he	compares	the	Old	and	the	New	Covenant.



The	Old	Covenant	is	mentioned	here	as:

the	ministry	of	death

what	is	passing	away

the	ministry	of	condemnation

written	on	tablets	of	stones

born	according	to	the	flesh

the	ministry	of	glory.

The	New	Covenant	is	called:

the	ministry	of	righteousness

an	everlasting	covenant

born	according	to	the	Spirit

written	in	the	hearts

the	ministry	exceeding	in	glory

the	ministry	of	the	Spirit.

The	Greek	word	‘kainos’	is	always	used	in	the	New	Testament	for	‘new’,	and	not
for	 ‘renewed’.	 In	Ezekiel	36:26,	mention	 is	made	of	a	new	heart,	and	not	of	a
renewed	heart.	The	heart	of	stone	(the	old	heart)	is	taken	away.

A	 person	 is	 admitted	 into	 the	 New	 Covenant	 by	 way	 of	 repentance	 and
regeneration;	 into	 the	 Old	 Covenant	 by	 way	 of	 birth,	 circumcision	 or	 by
proselyte	baptism.	The	Messiah	Jesus	also	teaches	that	new	wine	must	be	put	in
new	wineskins,	and	not	in	renewed	wineskins,	as	these	will	not	keep	the	wine.

They	will	receive	forgiveness	of	sins.

They	will	recognize	the	Jewish	Messiah	Jesus	as	their	Messiah.

They	will	receive	the	Holy	Spirit.

God	will	re-marry	His	people.

Those	are	glorious	promises	for	the	nation	from	which	the	Messiah	was	born!	As



NT	believers	we	can	rejoice	in	them	wholeheartedly	and	profoundly.

Psalm	89	deals	with	David,	the	king	of	Israel,	but	even	more	with	David’s	great
Son,	the	Messiah,	the	eternal	King	of	Israel.	This	Psalm	states	the	future	of	Israel
and	 her	 Messiah.	 If	 Israel	 is	 disobedient	 and	 does	 not	 keep	 God’s	 law	 and
commandments,	He	will	punish	the	people.	But	in	spite	of	this,	the	LORD	will
keep	His	covenant,	and	His	lovingkindness	and	faithfulness	will	not	leave	them.
This	 may	 not	 be	 spiritualized	 and	 explained	 as	 being	 applicable	 only	 to	 the
Church	of	the	Messiah	Jesus.	The	entire	Bible	does	not	deal	with	the	Christians,
but	 certain	Bible	 texts	 can	be	applicable	 to	 the	believers	 in	 a	 certain	 situation.
The	Scottish	preacher	Robert	Murray	M’Cheyne	states	that	although	these	words
are	first	of	all	applicable	to	God’s	ancient	people	(Israel),	yet	these	things	were
written	of	old	for	our	instruction.	That	we	may	have	hope	through	patience	and
the	comfort	of	 the	Scriptures.	That	we	may	learn	from	these	words	the	blessed
consolation	for	all	true	believers.	He	wrote	this	in	connection	with	Isaiah	30:19-
21.

Another	example.	Psalm	89	is	about	 the	Messiah	and	His	people	of	Israel.	But
NT	believers	may	find	comfort	in	the	verses	dealing	with	the	power	and	grace	of
their	Messiah.

Psalm	89:22	“The	enemy	shall	not	outwit	him,	nor	the	son	of	wickedness	afflict
him.	23	I	will	beat	down	his	foes	before	his	face,	and	plague	those	who	hate	him.
24	But	My	 faithfulness	 and	My	mercy	 shall	 be	with	 him,	 and	 in	My	 name	 his
horn	shall	be	exalted.	25	Also	I	will	set	his	hand	over	the	sea,	and	his	right	hand
over	the	rivers.	26	He	shall	cry	to	Me,	‘You	are	my	Father,	My	God,	and	the	rock
of	my	salvation.’	27	Also	I	will	make	him	My	firstborn,	the	highest	of	the	kings	of
the	earth.	28	My	mercy	I	will	keep	for	him	forever,	and	My	covenant	shall	stand
firm	with	him.	29	His	seed	also	I	will	make	to	endure	forever,	and	his	throne	as
the	 days	 of	 heaven.	 30	 If	 his	 sons	 forsake	 My	 law	 and	 do	 not	 walk	 in	 My
judgments,	31	if	they	break	My	statutes	and	do	not	keep	My	commandments,	32
then	I	will	punish	their	transgression	with	the	rod,	and	their	iniquity	with	stripes.
33	Nevertheless	My	lovingkindness	I	will	not	utterly	take	from	him,	nor	allow	My
faithfulness	to	fail.	34	My	covenant	I	will	not	break,	nor	alter	the	word	that	has
gone	 out	 of	My	 lips.	 35	 Once	 I	 have	 sworn	 by	My	 holiness;	 I	 will	 not	 lie	 to
David:	36	His	seed	shall	endure	forever,	and	his	throne	as	the	sun	before	Me;	37
it	shall	be	established	forever	like	the	moon,	even	like	the	faithful	witness	in	the
sky.”	Selah	38	But	You	have	cast	off	and	abhorred,	You	have	been	furious	with
Your	anointed.	39	You	have	renounced	 the	covenant	of	Your	servant;	You	have



profaned	his	crown	by	casting	it	to	the	ground.



88.	Israel´s	conversion
Introduction

This	chapter	deals	with	the	change	in	the	whole	of	Israel,	the	remnant	that	will
be	saved.	The	prophets	speak	about	it,	and	the	apostle	Paul	writes	about	it	in	his
letter	 to	 the	 Romans.	 Through	 the	 centuries,	 since	 the	 Pentecost	 described	 in
Acts	2,	part	of	Israel	has	formed	a	part	of	the	Body	of	the	Messiah:	the	Church.
But	a	large	part	still	needs	to	turn	to	the	Messiah.	According	to	the	prophets,	this
will	happen	after	the	Great	Tribulation	which	will	cover	the	entire	earth.

Romans	11:7	What	 then?	 Israel	 has	 not	 obtained	what	 it	 seeks;	 but	 the	 elect
have	 obtained	 it,	 and	 the	 rest	were	 blinded.	 8	 Just	 as	 it	 is	 written:	 “God	 has
given	 them	a	 spirit	 of	 stupor,	 eyes	 that	 they	 should	 not	 see	 and	 ears	 that	 they
should	not	hear,	to	this	very	day.”	9	And	David	says:	“Let	their	table	become	a
snare	and	a	trap,	a	stumbling	block	and	a	recompense	to	them.	10	Let	their	eyes
be	darkened,	so	that	they	do	not	see,	and	bow	down	their	back	always.”	11	I	say
then,	have	they	stumbled	that	they	should	fall?	Certainly	not!	But	through	their
fall,	to	provoke	them	to	jealousy,	salvation	has	come	to	the	Gentiles.	12	Now	if
their	 fall	 is	 riches	 for	 the	world,	and	 their	 failure	 riches	 for	 the	Gentiles,	how
much	more	their	fullness!

88.1	Israel’s	conversion	follows	from	God’s	promise	to	Abram	and	Moses

Already	in	Deuteronomy	30,	the	LORD	promises	to	Moses	that	there	will	come
a	time	that	the	people	will	return	to	the	Promised	Land	from	all	the	countries	to
which	they	have	been	scattered.	Then	the	people	will	repent	to	the	LORD	their
God.	 The	 LORD	 has	 a	 plan	 with	 His	 nation.	 He	 loves	 this	 nation	 with	 an
everlasting	love,	although	He	must	punish	and	chastise	it.	But	He	chastises	every
son	He	loves.	It	is	God’s	plan	to	create	for	Himself	a	nation	from	the	Gentiles,	a
nation	that	loves	Him.	For	this	reason,	Israel	has	to	wait	for	her	conversion	until
the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in.

Genesis	12:1	Now	the	LORD	had	said	to	Abram:	“Get	out	of	your	country,	from
your	family	and	from	your	father’s	house,	to	a	land	that	I	will	show	you.	2	I	will
make	you	a	great	nation;	 I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	name	great;	and	you
shall	be	a	blessing.	3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	I	will	curse	him	who
curses	you;	and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”

Deuteronomy	30:2	“and	you	return	to	the	LORD	your	God	and	obey	His	voice,



according	to	all	that	I	command	you	today,	you	and	your	children,	with	all	your
heart	and	with	all	your	soul.”

88.2	The	New	Covenant	in	the	Messiah’s	blood–promised	to	Israel

Israel	 has	 broken	 the	 Old	 Covenant	 that	 the	 LORD	 had	 made	 with	 Israel	 on
Mount	 Sinai,	 by	 way	 of	 Moses.	 After	 Israel’s	 adultery	 (ten-tribe	 state),	 the
LORD	put	her	 away	 (Jeremiah	3:8)	 and	gave	her	 a	 certificate	of	divorce,	 also
with	 the	 intent	 to	warn	her	 sister	 Judah.	However,	 the	 special	 thing	 is	 that	 the
LORD	 does	 offer	 a	 new	 marriage	 (covenant)	 to	 His	 nation.	 The	 LORD	 is
merciful	and	gracious.

Jeremiah	3:8	“Then	I	saw	that	 for	all	 the	causes	 for	which	backsliding	Israel
had	 committed	 adultery,	 I	 had	 put	 her	 away	 and	 given	 her	 a	 certificate	 of
divorce;	yet	her	 treacherous	sister	Judah	did	not	 fear,	but	went	and	played	 the
harlot	also.”

The	LORD	summoned	Israel	 to	repent	and	promised	He	will	not	remain	angry
forever.

Jeremiah	 3:12	 “Go	 and	 proclaim	 these	 words	 toward	 the	 north,	 and	 say:
‘Return,	backsliding	Israel,’	says	 the	LORD;	‘I	will	not	cause	My	anger	to	 fall
on	you.	For	I	am	merciful,’	says	the	LORD;	‘I	will	not	remain	angry	forever.’”

In	His	grace	and	 love,	 the	LORD	promised	 to	make	a	New	Covenant	with	 the
house	 of	 Israel.	 That	 Covenant	will	 not	 be	 broken	 anymore	 by	 Israel,	 for	 the
LORD	 has	 promised	 it	 to	 be	 an	 eternal	 covenant.	 Israel	 can	 then	 keep	 the
covenant	 because	 the	 LORD	 will	 write	 His	 law	 on	 their	 hearts	 through	 His
Spirit.	When	does	this	new	covenant	become	effective?	It	will	become	effective
once	 the	Messiah	 has	 given	 His	 blood	 on	 Calvary	 for	 our	 sins.	 The	Messiah
Himself	 pointed	 to	 this	 when	 He	 had	 the	 Passover	 meal	 with	 His	 Jewish
disciples,	just	before	His	suffering	and	death.	During	this	meal	He	said:

Matthew	26:28	“For	 this	 is	My	blood	of	 the	new	covenant,	which	 is	 shed	 for
many	for	the	remission	of	sins.”

A	small,	 though	 important	 part	 of	 the	 nation,	 believed	 in	Him–a	part	 that	was
sufficient	to	be	a	blessing	to	all	the	nations	of	this	world.	For	everybody	who	has
accepted	Him,	the	new	covenant	has	come	into	effect.	The	Gentiles	may	share	in
that	new	covenant.	The	other	part	of	Israel	will	only	later	be	included	in	the	new
covenant.



Jeremiah	 31:31	“Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 will
make	a	new	covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	and	with	the	house	of	Judah	--	32
not	according	to	the	covenant	that	I	made	with	their	fathers	in	the	day	that	I	took
them	by	the	hand	to	lead	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	My	covenant	which	they
broke,	 though	 I	 was	 a	 husband	 to	 them,	 says	 the	 LORD.	 33	 But	 this	 is	 the
covenant	 that	 I	 will	 make	 with	 the	 house	 of	 Israel	 after	 those	 days,	 says	 the
LORD:	I	will	put	My	law	in	their	minds,	and	write	it	on	their	hearts;	and	I	will
be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	My	people.	34	No	more	shall	every	man	teach	his
neighbor,	and	every	man	his	brother,	saying,	‘Know	the	LORD,’	for	they	all	shall
know	Me,	from	the	least	of	them	to	the	greatest	of	them,	says	the	LORD.	For	I
will	forgive	their	iniquity,	and	their	sin	I	will	remember	no	more.”

Jeremiah	32:40	‘And	I	will	make	an	everlasting	covenant	with	them,	that	I	will
not	 turn	away	 from	doing	 them	good;	but	 I	will	put	My	 fear	 in	 their	hearts	 so
that	 they	will	not	depart	 from	Me.	41	‘Yes,	 I	will	 rejoice	over	 them	to	do	 them
good,	and	I	will	assuredly	plant	them	in	this	land,	with	all	My	heart	and	with	all
My	 soul.’	 42	“For	 thus	 says	 the	LORD:	 ‘Just	 as	 I	 have	 brought	 all	 this	 great
calamity	on	this	people,	so	I	will	bring	on	them	all	the	good	that	I	have	promised
them.’”

Ezekiel	16:60	“Nevertheless	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	you	in	the	days
of	your	youth,	and	I	will	establish	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you.	61	Then	you
will	 remember	 your	 ways	 and	 be	 ashamed,	 when	 you	 receive	 your	 older	 and
your	younger	sisters;	for	I	will	give	them	to	you	for	daughters,	but	not	because
of	My	covenant	with	you.	62	And	 I	will	 establish	My	covenant	with	you.	Then
you	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,	63	that	you	may	remember	and	be	ashamed,
and	never	open	your	mouth	anymore	because	of	your	shame,	when	I	provide	you
an	atonement	for	all	you	have	done,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

For	the	new	covenant,	see	also	Chapter	64,	page	344.

88.3	The	new	covenant	will	be	everlasting

Wasn’t	the	old	covenant	everlasting?	Yes,	any	covenant	God	makes	with	people
is	 basically	 everlasting.	 To	 a	 large	 extent,	 the	 covenants	 with	 Abraham	 and
David	have	already	been	fulfilled	by	way	of	the	coming	of	the	Messiah	and	the
resulting	 salvation	 for	 all	 the	nations.	And	 that	 salvation	 is	 everlasting–for	 the
larger	part	because	the	land	promise	has	not	yet	been	completely	fulfilled	at	this
moment.	But	 it	 is	 certainly	 going	 to	 happen	when	 the	Messiah	 becomes	King
over	 earthly	 Israel.	 Following	 that,	 it	 will	 become	 an	 eternal	 Kingdom.	 The



covenant	with	Israel/Moses	is	also	an	everlasting	covenant,	but	Israel	has	broken
that	 covenant,	 and	 the	 LORD	 has	 given	 a	 certificate	 of	 divorce	 to	 Israel.
Simultaneously,	 the	 LORD	 has	 promised	 that	 in	 its	 stead	He	will	 give	 a	 new
covenant.	Meanwhile	this	covenant	has	become	effective,	but	unfortunately	not
yet	 for	 the	whole	of	 Israel.	Later,	however,	 the	LORD	will	bring	 in	and	marry
the	whole	of	Israel	anew	as	a	bride.

Isaiah	55:1	“Ho!	Everyone	who	thirsts,	come	to	the	waters;	and	you	who	have
no	money,	come,	buy	and	eat.	Yes,	come,	buy	wine	and	milk	without	money	and
without	price.	2	Why	do	you	spend	money	for	what	is	not	bread,	and	your	wages
for	what	does	not	satisfy?	Listen	carefully	to	Me,	and	eat	what	is	good,	and	let
your	soul	delight	itself	in	abundance.	3	Incline	your	ear,	and	come	to	Me.	Hear,
and	your	soul	shall	live;	and	I	will	make	an	everlasting	covenant	with	you	--	the
sure	mercies	of	David.”

Hosea	2:18	“In	that	day	I	will	make	a	covenant	for	them	with	the	beasts	of	the
field,	with	the	birds	of	the	air,	and	with	the	creeping	things	of	the	ground.	Bow
and	sword	of	battle	I	will	shatter	from	the	earth,	to	make	them	lie	down	safely.
19	I	will	betroth	you	to	Me	forever;	yes,	I	will	betroth	you	to	Me	in	righteousness
and	justice,	in	lovingkindness	and	mercy.”

88.4	God	will	forgive	Israel	her	sins	and	redeem	her	from	all	her	iniquities

Hasn’t	God	yet	forgiven	the	sins	of	Israel	at	this	moment?	Does	Israel	still	live
under	God’s	wrath?	Yes,	the	nation	is	still	living	under	God’s	wrath–but	can	they
stand	 it?	 Nobody	 could	 stand	 to	 live	 under	 God’s	 wrath,	 if	 God	 were	 not	 a
merciful	God	at	the	same	time.	Is	it	possible	for	God	to	be	wrathful	and	gracious
at	 the	same	 time?	Yes,	He	can.	 In	His	great	 love,	He	 is	wrathful	and	chastises
His	nation	Israel.	He	chastises	any	son	He	loves.	The	LORD	carries	out	His	plan
with	 Israel.	 Part	 of	 the	 nation	 has	 been	 brought	 back	 to	 Israel,	 but	 ‘with	 fury
poured	out’	(Ezekiel	20:34).	However,	 the	time	will	soon	come	that	 the	LORD
forgives	all	her	sins	which	will	be	noticed	among	the	nations	of	the	earth.	They
will	 see	 how	 Israel	 is	 blessed	 by	 his	 God.	 The	 nations	 will	 be	 amazed	 and
surprised	at	all	the	good,	at	all	the	salvation	that	God	provides	to	Israel.

We	 should	 note	 however	 that	 a	 small	 part	 of	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 has	 received
forgiveness	 of	 sins	 through	 regeneration	 and	 repentance,	 and	 is	 part	 of	 the
Church	that	comprises	Jews	and	Gentiles.

Also	 in	 the	 time	of	 the	Tanakh,	 there	were	 Jewish	people	who	were	 righteous



before	 God.	 God	 Himself	 mentions	 their	 names	 in	 Ezekiel	 14:14	 and	 20,	 i.e.
Noah,	Daniel	and	Job.

Psalm	130:8	And	He	shall	redeem	Israel	from	all	his	iniquities.

Jeremiah	33:8	 ‘I	will	 cleanse	 them	 from	all	 their	 iniquity	 by	which	 they	 have
sinned	 against	 Me,	 and	 I	 will	 pardon	 all	 their	 iniquities	 by	 which	 they	 have
sinned	and	by	which	they	have	transgressed	against	Me.	9	Then	it	shall	be	to	Me
a	name	of	joy,	a	praise,	and	an	honor	before	all	nations	of	the	earth,	who	shall
hear	 all	 the	 good	 that	 I	 do	 to	 them;	 they	 shall	 fear	 and	 tremble	 for	 all	 the
goodness	and	all	the	prosperity	that	I	provide	for	it.’

88.5	Once	more,	Israel	will	have	a	King,	an	eternal	King

For	more	 than	2,400	years,	 Israel	has	not	had	an	earthly	king.	The	LORD	had
already	foretold	this	through	His	prophet	Hosea:

Hosea	 3:4	For	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 shall	 abide	 many	 days	 without	 king	 or
prince,	without	sacrifice	or	sacred	pillar,	without	ephod	or	teraphim.

At	many	places	 in	Scripture,	 the	LORD	promised	 that	 Israel	will	 have	 a	King
again–a	King	who	will	be	King	into	eternity.	A	King	from	the	house	of	David.
Often	 this	 King	 is	 called	 a	 ‘Branch	 of	 Righteousness.’	 In	 the	 Tanakh,	 God
(HaShem)	gave	this	King	other	names	as	well,	such	as:

Angel	of	the	LORD	(Genesis	16:7-13;	22:11,15;	Numbers	22:22-35)

You-are-the-God-who-Sees	(Genesis	16:13)

Commander	of	the	army	of	the	LORD	(Joshua	5:14)

Anointed,	King	(Psalm	2)

God’s	Son	(Psalm	2:7,12,	Proverbs	30:4)

Lord	(Psalm	110:1)

Branch	(Isaiah	4:2;	Jeremiah	23:5;	33:15;	Zechariah	3:8;	6:12.)

Son,	Wonderful,	 Counselor,	Mighty	 God,	 Everlasting	 Father,	 Prince	 of
Peace	(Isaiah	9:6)

The	First,	the	Last;	Redeemer;	the	Holy	One	of	Israel	(Isaiah	48:12,	17;
54:5)



The	God	of	the	whole	earth	(Isaiah	54:5)

Savior	(Isaiah	63:8)

The	Angel	of	His	Presence	(Isaiah	63:9)

The	Lord	our	Righteousness	(Jeremiah	23:6)

Messiah	the	Prince	(Daniel	9:25).

The	King	whom	the	LORD	promises	to	send	will	not	only	be	King	of	an	earthly
kingdom,	but	also	of	a	heavenly	kingdom.	He	will	be	an	eternal	king,	but	also
the	Savior	of	Israel–and	not	only	of	Israel	but	of	the	entire	earth.	The	versatility
of	His	Names	clearly	indicates	who	He	is:	He	is	the	Son	of	God.	See	the	names
of	the	Messiah	listed	on	pages	679-681.

Isaiah	 9:6	 For	 unto	 us	 a	 Child	 is	 born,	 unto	 us	 a	 Son	 is	 given;	 and	 the
government	will	be	upon	His	shoulder.	And	His	name	will	be	called	Wonderful,
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.

Jeremiah	 23:5	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 I	 will
raise	 to	David	a	Branch	of	righteousness;	a	King	shall	reign	and	prosper,	and
execute	 judgment	 and	 righteousness	 in	 the	 earth.	 6	 In	His	 days	 Judah	will	 be
saved,	and	 Israel	will	 dwell	 safely;	now	 this	 is	His	name	by	which	He	will	be
called:	THE	LORD	OUR	RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

88.6	Israel’s	conversion	to	God

The	texts	below	show	that	much	can	be	said	about	conversion	to	God.The	texts
deal	 with	 a	 man’s	 conversion	 to	 God,	 but	 also	 that	 of	 Israel.They	 deal	 with
conversion	to	God,	but	also	with	being	restored	by	God.People	should	repent	to
God,	 return	 to	 the	God	on	whom	 they	 haveturned	 their	 back.	All	 people	 have
sinned	 (Psalm	14:3;	Romans	3:12).That	 already	began	 in	Paradise	 by	our	 first
ancestors,	and	this	aversionhas	been	going	on	in	all	their	descendants,	Israel	not
excepted.God	 demands	 every	 person	 to	 turn	 to	 Him.	 Anybody	 who	 does
notrepent	to	Him	will	be	condemned	by	the	Son	of	God	to	eternal	punishment:
hell.

Many	people,	including	some	Church	people,	do	not	believe	so,	but	it	is	written
in	 the	 Bible.	 The	 LORD	 God	 has	 also	 provided	 a	 means	 to	 escape	 the
punishment,	as	is	also	stated	in	the	Word	of	God.



This	means	is	faith	in	the	Son	of	His	eternal	Love,	the	Lord	Jesus,	the	Messiah.
The	road	applies	to	everybody,	Jew	and	Gentile	alike	(Acts	4:12).

God	has	a	special	relation	with	His	nation	Israel.	He	chose	this	nation	to	bring
forth	His	Son,	the	Messiah.	Therefore,	God	loves	this	nation	with	an	everlasting
love.

And	although	Israel,	for	the	larger	part,	has	rejected	God	and	does	not	believe	in
the	Messiah	 Jesus,	 there	are	 still	promises	 for	 Israel.	At	God’s	 time	 the	nation
will	 repent.	 It	 will	 be	 born	 again	 through	 God’s	 Spirit,	 be	 it	 through	 many
oppressions.

Deuteronomy	30:2	“and	you	return	to	the	LORD	your	God	and	obey	His	voice,
according	to	all	that	I	command	you	today,	you	and	your	children,	with	all	your
heart	 and	 with	 all	 your	 soul	 (…)	 8	 And	 you	 will	 again	 obey	 the	 voice	 of	 the
LORD	and	do	all	His	commandments	which	I	command	you	today	(…)	10	if	you
obey	 the	 voice	 of	 the	 LORD	 your	 God,	 to	 keep	 His	 commandments	 and	 His
statutes	which	are	written	in	this	Book	of	the	Law,	and	if	you	turn	to	the	LORD
your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul.

2Chronicles	 15:3	 “For	 a	 long	 time	 Israel	 has	 been	 without	 the	 true	 God,
without	 a	 teaching	 priest,	 and	 without	 law;	 4	 but	 when	 in	 their	 trouble	 they
turned	to	the	LORD	God	of	Israel,	and	sought	Him,	He	was	found	by	them.”

Nehemiah	1:7	“We	have	acted	very	corruptly	against	You,	and	have	not	kept	the
commandments,	 the	 statutes,	 nor	 the	 ordinances	 which	 You	 commanded	 Your
servant	Moses.	8	Remember,	I	pray,	the	word	that	You	commanded	Your	servant
Moses,	saying,	‘If	you	are	unfaithful,	I	will	scatter	you	among	the	nations;	9	but
if	you	return	to	Me,	and	keep	My	commandments	and	do	them,	though	some	of
you	were	cast	out	to	the	farthest	part	of	the	heavens,	yet	I	will	gather	them	from
there,	 and	 bring	 them	 to	 the	 place	which	 I	 have	 chosen	 as	 a	 dwelling	 for	My
name.’	 10	 Now	 these	 are	 Your	 servants	 and	 Your	 people,	 whom	 You	 have
redeemed	by	Your	great	power,	and	by	Your	strong	hand.”

Jeremiah	24:6	‘For	I	will	set	My	eyes	on	them	for	good,	and	I	will	bring	them
back	to	this	land;	I	will	build	them	and	not	pull	them	down,	and	I	will	plant	them
and	not	pluck	them	up.	7	Then	I	will	give	them	a	heart	to	know	Me,	that	I	am	the
LORD;	 and	 they	 shall	 be	 My	 people,	 and	 I	 will	 be	 their	 God,	 for	 they	 shall
return	to	Me	with	their	whole	heart.’

Jeremiah	31:18	“I	 have	 surely	 heard	Ephraim	 bemoaning	 himself:	 ‘You	 have



chastised	me,	and	I	was	chastised,	like	an	untrained	bull;	restore	me,	and	I	will
return,	 for	You	are	 the	LORD	my	God.	19	Surely,	after	my	turning,	I	repented;
and	after	I	was	instructed,	I	struck	myself	on	the	thigh;	I	was	ashamed,	yes,	even
humiliated,	because	 I	bore	 the	 reproach	of	my	youth.’	 20	 Is	Ephraim	My	dear
son?	 Is	 he	 a	 pleasant	 child?	 For	 though	 I	 spoke	 against	 him,	 I	 earnestly
remember	him	still;	therefore	My	heart	yearns	for	him;	I	will	surely	have	mercy
on	him,	says	the	LORD.”

Hosea	6:2	After	two	days	He	will	revive	us;	on	the	third	day	He	will	raise	us	up,
that	we	may	live	in	His	sight.

88.7	The	LORD	will	remove	the	iniquity	in	one	day

The	 LORD	will	 remove	 the	 iniquity	 and	 the	 sin	 in	 one	 day.	What	 a	 glorious
perspective!	Whose	 sin	will	 the	LORD	remove?	We	can	 read	 that	 in	 Jeremiah
50:20	and	Micah	7:18.	It	will	be	the	sin	of	the	remaining	part	of	Israel–that	part
of	Israel	that	is	still	left	after	the	Great	Tribulation.

And	it	will	come	about	in	one	day.	Imagine:	all	those	people	without	sin	in	one
day;	their	sins	forgiven	in	one	day!	The	LORD	says	He	will	no	longer	think	of
the	 sins	 of	His	 people,	 but	 cast	 them	 into	 the	 depths	 of	 the	 sea	 (Micah	 7:19).
Other	nations	will	search	for	Israel’s	iniquity,	but	the	LORD	promises	they	will
not	find	it.

Already	 in	 our	 days	 we	 see	 how	 the	 nations	 are	 looking	 for	 Israel’s	 iniquity.
Israel	 gets	 the	 blame	 for	 many	 incidents	 and	 disasters	 that	 are	 happening
worldwide.	But	 the	LORD	will	make	a	stand	for	His	people,	 for	 in	 those	days
the	nations	will	not	find	anything	evil	and	sinful.	And	all	those	people	will	know
the	LORD.

Why	can	the	LORD	do	this?	After	all,	He	is	a	holy	God	who	punishes	sinners
for	their	transgressions	and	crimes.	Already	in	Zechariah	3:8,	we	read	the	reason
for	His	 lovingkindness:	His	Servant,	 the	Branch,	 the	Messiah,	will	 come.	And
this	Messiah	 has	 come,	 and	 through	His	 sacrifice	He	 accomplished	 an	 eternal
reconciliation.	The	sacrifices	of	bulls	and	goats	are	no	 longer	necessary.	There
will	 be	 reconciliation	 for	 everybody:	 Reconciliation	 to	 be	 given	 by	 God,	 the
Father,	 to	 His	 Son,	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus.	 Reconciliation	 in	 one	 day	 for	 the
remaining	part	of	His	people	Israel	because	the	Messiah	has	also	brought	about
reconciliation	in	one	day.

Zechariah	3:8	‘Hear,	O	Joshua,	the	high	priest,	you	and	your	companions	who



sit	before	you,	for	they	are	a	wondrous	sign;	for	behold,	I	am	bringing	forth	My
Servant	 the	BRANCH.	9	For	behold,	 the	 stone	 that	 I	have	 laid	before	Joshua:
Upon	 the	stone	are	seven	eyes.	Behold,	 I	will	engrave	 its	 inscription,’	 says	 the
LORD	of	hosts,	‘And	I	will	remove	the	iniquity	of	that	land	in	one	day.	10	In	that
day,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	‘everyone	will	 invite	his	neighbor	under	his	vine
and	under	his	fig	tree.’

Jeremiah	50:19	“But	I	will	bring	back	Israel	to	his	home,	and	he	shall	feed	on
Carmel	and	Bashan;	his	soul	shall	be	satisfied	on	Mount	Ephraim	and	Gilead.
20	In	those	days	and	in	that	time,”	says	the	LORD,	“the	iniquity	of	Israel	shall
be	sought,	but	there	shall	be	none;	and	the	sins	of	Judah,	but	they	shall	not	be
found;	for	I	will	pardon	those	whom	I	preserve.”

See	 also	 Zechariah	 13:1,	 Jeremiah	 31:34,	 John	 1:29,	 Colossians	 1:20,
1Timothy	2:5,6,	Hebrews	7:27,	Hebrews	10:10-17.

88.8	Be	obedient!	Seek	and	find!

It	 is	 striking	 that	 Deuteronomy	 4:29	 says	 that	 from	 there	 they	 will	 seek	 the
LORD	their	God,	and	find	Him.	That	is	a	promise!	And	this	promise	will	come
about	 in	 the	 countries	 to	 which	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 was	 scattered;	 for	 their
conversion	 they	 need	 not	 go	 to	 Israel.	 But	 we	 in	 those	 other	 countries	 may
wonder	whether	we	must	help	the	Jewish	people	around	us	in	their	search	for	the
LORD.	 Or	 do	 we	 continue	 to	 pass	 over	 their	 searching?	 Do	 we	 continue	 to
discriminate	against	them	by	offering	a	Bible	to	an	unbelieving	neighbor,	but	not
to	our	Jewish	neighbor?	Many	Jews	do	not	have	a	copy	of	 the	Tanakh,	and	do
not	even	know	it,	let	alone	the	New	Testament.

Deuteronomy	4:27	“And	the	LORD	will	scatter	you	among	the	peoples,	and	you
will	be	left	few	in	number	among	the	nations	where	the	LORD	will	drive	you.	28
And	there	you	will	serve	gods,	the	work	of	men’s	hands,	wood	and	stone,	which
neither	see	nor	hear	nor	eat	nor	smell.	29	But	from	there	you	will	seek	the	LORD
your	God,	and	you	will	find	Him	if	you	seek	Him	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all
your	soul.	30	When	you	are	in	distress,	and	all	these	things	come	upon	you	in	the
latter	days,	when	you	turn	to	the	LORD	your	God	and	obey	His	voice	31	(for	the
LORD	your	God	is	a	merciful	God),	He	will	not	forsake	you	nor	destroy	you,	nor
forget	the	covenant	of	your	fathers	which	He	swore	to	them.”

Deuteronomy	30:1	“Now	it	shall	come	to	pass,	when	all	these	things	come	upon
you,	the	blessing	and	the	curse	which	I	have	set	before	you,	and	you	call	them	to



mind	among	all	the	nations	where	the	LORD	your	God	drives	you…”

Deuteronomy	30:9	“The	LORD	your	God	will	make	you	abound	in	all	the	work
of	your	hand,	in	the	fruit	of	your	body,	in	the	increase	of	your	livestock,	and	in
the	produce	of	your	land	for	good.	For	the	LORD	will	again	rejoice	over	you	for
good	as	He	 rejoiced	 over	 your	 fathers,	 10	 if	 you	 obey	 the	 voice	 of	 the	LORD
your	God,	to	keep	His	commandments	and	His	statutes	which	are	written	in	this
Book	of	the	Law,	and	if	you	turn	to	the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and
with	all	your	soul.”

88.9	The	LORD	longs	for	being	merciful	to	Israel

How	special	it	is	to	read	that	the	LORD	longs	to	be	merciful	to	His	people,	the
Jewish	nation!	He	chastises	 the	people	moderately	and	promises	He	will	 stand
up	to	take	pity	on	them.	The	LORD	God	cannot	stand	by	and	watch	His	people
crying.	When	the	nation	starts	calling	upon	Him,	He	will	immediately	respond.

Isaiah	30:18	Therefore	the	LORD	will	wait,	that	He	may	be	gracious	to	you;	and
therefore	He	will	be	exalted,	that	He	may	have	mercy	on	you.	For	the	LORD	is	a
God	of	justice;	blessed	are	all	those	who	wait	for	Him.	19	For	the	people	shall
dwell	in	Zion	at	Jerusalem;	you	shall	weep	no	more.	He	will	be	very	gracious	to
you	at	the	sound	of	your	cry;	when	He	hears	it,	He	will	answer	you.

88.10	The	people	of	Israel	will	receive	a	new	heart	and	a	new	Spirit

At	this	very	moment,	 the	larger	part	of	 the	people	of	Israel	does	not	believe	in
God,	let	alone	in	His	Son,	the	Messiah	Jesus.	There	are	people	who	argue	that	all
orthodox	Jews	and	rabbis	currently	pray	to	the	Messiah	Jesus–this	because	they
pray	 to	Adonai	 (Adonai	 being	 the	Tanakh	 name	 for	 the	Messiah.)	 I	 think	 this
view	is	incorrect.

If	 they	 would	 be	 praying	 to	 Adonai,	 this	 would	 certainly	 not	 be	 with	 the
intention	 to	 thus	 worship	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus.	 However,	 the	 LORD	 promises
things	will	change	 in	 the	 future.	They	will	all	 start	believing	 in	God,	 they	will
carry	 out	 His	 will.	 They	 will	 then	 start	 worshipping	 the	Messiah	 Jesus,	 their
Adonai.	How	is	this	possible?	In	one	day,	God	will	give	them	a	new	heart	and	a
new	Spirit.	Currently,	they	still	have	a	stony	heart	that	is	insensitive	of	God	and
divine	matters.	But	then	they	will	receive	a	heart	of	flesh,	a	sensitive	heart.	It	is
not	 that	 their	 spirit	 is	 made	 a	 little	 better–no,	 they	 will	 receive	 a	 new	 Spirit,
God’s	Spirit.	 It	 is	 the	 same	Spirit	 that	 every	 believer	 also	 receives	 after	 being
born	again	and	after	repentance.	And	they	will	be	cleansed	from	their	sins.



Isaiah	30:18	Therefore	the	LORD	will	wait,	that	He	may	be	gracious	to	you;	and
therefore	He	will	be	exalted,	that	He	may	have	mercy	on	you.	For	the	LORD	is	a
God	of	justice;	blessed	are	all	those	who	wait	for	Him.	19	For	the	people	shall
dwell	in	Zion	at	Jerusalem;	you	shall	weep	no	more.	He	will	be	very	gracious	to
you	at	the	sound	of	your	cry;	when	He	hears	it,	He	will	answer	you.

88.11	Circumcise	the	heart	of	adults	and	children

All	Jewish	men	have	been	circumcised	at	the	foreskin	of	their	flesh,	as	a	sign	of
the	 covenant	 that	 the	 LORD	 made	 with	 Abraham.	 This	 is	 an	 everlasting
covenant.	All	Jewish	male	babies	are	still	being	circumcised	since	it	is	a	divine
commandment.	 This	 is	 not	 a	 horrible	 or	 violent	 act,	 as	 enemies	 of	 the	 Jewish
nation	currently	argue.

It	is	an	outward	sign	indicating	one’s	belonging	to	the	nation	of	Israel,	but	it	is
no	 guarantee	 for	 salvation.	 For	 salvation,	 the	 LORD	 says,	 the	 heart	 must	 be
circumcised.	 That	 is	 another	 expression	 for	 getting	 a	 new	 heart	 or	 being	 born
again.

The	LORD	has	promised	that	He	will	do	so	at	a	specific	day,	not	only	the	adults,
but	also	the	children,	 the	offspring.	Then	they	will	start	 loving	the	LORD	God
with	their	entire	heart.

The	Messiah	 Jesus	 also	 points	 to	 that	 in	His	 talk	with	Nicodemus,	 the	 Jewish
scribe.	They	must	be	born	again,	or	said	differently:	get	a	new	heart.

Isaiah	30:18	Therefore	the	LORD	will	wait,	that	He	may	be	gracious	to	you;	and
therefore	He	will	be	exalted,	that	He	may	have	mercy	on	you.	For	the	LORD	is	a
God	of	justice;	blessed	are	all	those	who	wait	for	Him.	19	For	the	people	shall
dwell	in	Zion	at	Jerusalem;	you	shall	weep	no	more.	He	will	be	very	gracious	to
you	at	the	sound	of	your	cry;	when	He	hears	it,	He	will	answer	you.

88.12	The	offspring	will	also	be	justified

All	 Abraham’s	 offspring	 is	 joined	 in	 Abraham’s	 covenant.	 But	 that	 does	 not
mean	 that	 everybody	 will	 be	 saved.	 Both	 in	 the	 Tanakh	 and	 in	 the	 New
Testament	this	depends	on	faith.	Due	to	unbelief,	many	people	cannot	enter	the
Promised	Land.

Being	 in	 the	 covenant	 and	 being	 circumcised	 are	 no	 guarantee	 of	 a	 place	 in
heaven.



As	long	as	the	Messiah	has	not	yet	returned	to	save	the	whole	of	Israel,	the	only
way	to	salvation	is	the	way	of	faith	in	the	Messiah	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God.

However,	the	LORD	promises	there	will	come	a	time–and	only	God	knows	how
soon–that	He	will	do	a	great	and	mighty	work	in	their	midst.	When	the	Jewish
nation	 sees	 it,	 it	 will	 know	 God	 once	 more	 as	 her	 God,	 the	 God	 who	 has
sustained	the	nation	throughout	the	centuries.	It	was	a	heavy	job,	for	the	LORD
speaks	 about	 ‘bearing’	 them.	 He	 bears	 them	 in	 His	 love.	 He	 will	 save	 Israel,
again	and	again,	up	to	the	last	of	days,	up	to	greyness.	At	that	time,	the	offspring,
the	remnant,	will	be	justified,	i.e.	declared	righteous,	through	the	sacrifice	of	the
Messiah	Jesus.

This	will	not	happen	quietly.	The	prophet	Isaiah	is	not	talking	here	about	the	so-
called	 spiritual	 Israel,	 the	 Church.	 Isaiah	 does	 not	 know	 the	 replacement
theology.

The	nations	on	this	earth	will	see	it	and	hear	it	and	recognize	that	the	LORD	has
blessed	the	people	of	Israel.

Isaiah	 29:22	 Therefore	 thus	 says	 the	 LORD,	 who	 redeemed	 Abraham,
concerning	the	house	of	Jacob:	“Jacob	shall	not	now	be	ashamed,	nor	shall	his
face	now	grow	pale;	23	but	when	he	sees	his	children,	the	work	of	My	hands,	in
his	midst,	they	will	hallow	My	name,	and	hallow	the	Holy	One	of	Jacob,	and	fear
the	God	of	Israel.	24	These	also	who	erred	in	spirit	will	come	to	understanding,
and	those	who	complained	will	learn	doctrine.”

Isaiah	45:25	‘In	the	LORD	all	 the	descendants	of	Israel	shall	be	justified,	and
shall	glory.’

Isaiah	46:3	“Listen	to	Me,	O	house	of	Jacob,	and	all	the	remnant	of	the	house	of
Israel,	who	have	been	upheld	by	Me	from	birth,	who	have	been	carried	from	the
womb:	4	even	to	your	old	age,	I	am	He,	and	even	to	gray	hairs	I	will	carry	you!	I
have	made,	and	I	will	bear;	even	I	will	carry,	and	will	deliver	you.”

Isaiah	61:9	“Their	descendants	 shall	be	 known	among	 the	Gentiles,	and	 their
offspring	among	the	people.	All	who	see	them	shall	acknowledge	them,	that	they
are	the	posterity	whom	the	LORD	has	blessed.”

Romans	9:6	But	it	is	not	that	the	word	of	God	has	taken	no	effect.	For	they	are
not	all	Israel	who	are	of	Israel,	7	nor	are	they	all	children	because	they	are	the
seed	of	Abraham;	but,	“In	Isaac	your	seed	shall	be	called.”	8	That	is,	those	who



are	the	children	of	the	flesh,	these	are	not	the	children	of	God;	but	the	children	of
the	promise	are	counted	as	the	seed.

88.13	Love	with	all	your	heart

People	 will	 sometimes	 say:	 God	 is	 always	 the	 first,	 and	 that	 is	 true.	 But	 this
saying	is	also	misused	at	times,	for	example	when	the	seal	of	God’s	approval	or
of	divine	acts	is	attributed	to	human	acts	and	institutions.	Usually,	it	will	appear
later	whether	it	was	God’s	work	or	not.

But	with	respect	to	God’s	love,	it	can	rightly	be	said	that	God	is	the	first.	It	was
His	plan	to	once	again	look	up	man	who	had	turned	away	from	Him,	and	save
him	from	eternal	destruction.	He	loved	sinful	man	so	much	that	He	let	His	own
beloved	Son	die	on	the	cross,	as	a	sacrifice	for	the	sins	of	mankind.

Man,	 created	 to	 love	 God	 above	 all,	 preferred	 satan	 to	 God.	 But	 God’s
commandment	to	love	remains	intact.	And	the	people	who	do	love	God	receive
eternal	life	from	Him.	Those	who	do	not	love	Him	are	sentenced	to	eternal	life
with	satan.

God	promises	 to	 the	remnant	of	 Israel	and	Judah	 that	He	will	 repent	 them	and
that	they	will	love	Him	wholeheartedly.	What	a	grace,	and	what	a	change!

And,	 on	 top	 of	 that,	 it	will	 be	 that	whosoever	 loves	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	 is	 also
loved	by	God.	This	applies	to	believers	from	the	Jewish	nation	and	to	those	from
the	other	nations.

Exodus	20:6	“but	showing	mercy	to	thousands,	to	those	who	love	Me	and	keep
My	commandments.”

Deuteronomy	30:6	“And	 the	LORD	your	God	will	 circumcise	 your	heart	 and
the	heart	of	your	descendants,	 to	 love	 the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart
and	with	all	your	soul,	that	you	may	live.”

Hosea	14:4	“I	will	heal	their	backsliding,	I	will	love	them	freely,	for	My	anger
has	turned	away	from	him.”

John	14:21	“He	who	has	My	commandments	and	keeps	them,	it	is	he	who	loves
Me.	And	he	who	loves	Me	will	be	loved	by	My	Father,	and	I	will	 love	him	and
manifest	Myself	 to	him.”	22	Judas	 (not	 Iscariot)	 said	 to	Him,	“Lord,	how	 is	 it
that	You	will	manifest	Yourself	to	us,	and	not	to	the	world?”	23	Jesus	answered
and	said	to	him,	“If	anyone	loves	Me,	he	will	keep	My	word;	and	My	Father	will



love	him,	and	We	will	come	to	him	and	make	Our	home	with	him.”

1John	4:19	We	love	Him	because	He	first	loved	us.

88.14	Israel	will	seek	justice	and	know	it

What	 is	 justice?	 In	 brief:	 it	 is	 becoming	 and	 being	 right	 before	 God.	 From
himself,	 man	 does	 not	 stand	 right	 before	 God	 since	 he	 is	 born	 as	 a	 sinful
creature.	No	longer	does	man	seek	and	know	God’s	justice,	but	in	different	ways
man	tries	to	justify	himself.	He	does	so,	for	example,	by	pointing	to	all	the	good
works	he	would	have	done.	In	order	to	be	right	before	God,	however,	man	must
be	born	again.	The	Messiah	Jesus	clearly	taught	this	to	the	scribe	Nicodemus.	In
many	other	instances	in	God’s	Word	we	can	read	the	same.	Being	born	again	is
God’s	work.

By	himself,	man	will	 not	 and	 cannot	be	born	 again	 from	his	 ‘old	nature’.	But
once	God	starts	working,	who	will	avert	it?

By	way	 of	 the	 prophet	 Isaiah,	 the	 LORD	promises	 the	 Jewish	 people	 that	He
Himself	will	save	the	nation	from	its	injustice	and	provide	it	with	His	justice.	At
that	moment,	 the	 nation	will	 stand	 right	 before	God	 again.	 Then	 the	 nation	 is
born	again,	saved	from	injustice.	Being	justified	before	God	is	not	a	temporary
matter,	 no,	 it	 is	 for	 always,	 for	 eternity,	 and	 it	 is	 attributed	 to	 those	 in	Christ.
Even	if	 this	old	earth	stops	existing	and	there	will	be	a	new	heaven	and	a	new
earth,	this	righteousness	before	God	will	remain	for	the	Jewish	nation.

Isaiah	 1:27	 Zion	 shall	 be	 redeemed	 with	 justice,	 and	 her	 penitents	 with
righteousness.

Isaiah	 46:12	 “Listen	 to	 Me,	 you	 stubborn-hearted,	 who	 are	 far	 from
righteousness:	 13	 I	 bring	 My	 righteousness	 near,	 it	 shall	 not	 be	 far	 off;	 My
salvation	 shall	 not	 linger.	 And	 I	 will	 place	 salvation	 in	 Zion,	 for	 Israel	 My
glory.”

Isaiah	51:1	“Listen	to	Me,	you	who	follow	after	righteousness,	you	who	seek	the
LORD:	Look	 to	 the	rock	 from	which	you	were	hewn,	and	 to	 the	hole	of	 the	pit
from	which	 you	were	 dug.	 2	 Look	 to	Abraham	 your	 father,	 and	 to	 Sarah	who
bore	you;	for	I	called	him	alone,	and	blessed	him	and	increased	him.”	3	For	the
LORD	will	comfort	Zion,	He	will	comfort	all	her	waste	places;	He	will	make	her
wilderness	 like	 Eden,	 and	 her	 desert	 like	 the	 garden	 of	 the	 LORD;	 joy	 and
gladness	will	be	found	in	it,	thanksgiving	and	the	voice	of	melody.	4	“Listen	to



Me,	My	people;	and	give	ear	to	Me,	O	My	nation:	for	law	will	proceed	from	Me,
and	I	will	make	My	justice	rest	as	a	light	of	the	peoples.	5	My	righteousness	is
near,	 My	 salvation	 has	 gone	 forth,	 and	 My	 arms	 will	 judge	 the	 peoples;	 the
coastlands	will	wait	upon	Me,	and	on	My	arm	they	will	trust.	6	Lift	up	your	eyes
to	the	heavens,	and	look	on	the	earth	beneath.	For	the	heavens	will	vanish	away
like	smoke,	the	earth	will	grow	old	like	a	garment,	and	those	who	dwell	in	it	will
die	in	like	manner;	but	My	salvation	will	be	forever,	and	My	righteousness	will
not	 be	 abolished.	 7	 Listen	 to	Me,	 you	who	 know	 righteousness,	 you	 people	 in
whose	heart	is	My	law:	Do	not	fear	the	reproach	of	men,	nor	be	afraid	of	their
insults.	8	For	 the	moth	will	eat	 them	up	like	a	garment,	and	the	worm	will	eat
them	 like	 wool;	 but	My	 righteousness	 will	 be	 forever,	 and	My	 salvation	 from
generation	to	generation.”

Isaiah	61:10	 I	will	greatly	 rejoice	 in	 the	LORD,	my	soul	 shall	be	 joyful	 in	my
God;	for	He	has	clothed	me	with	the	garments	of	salvation,	He	has	covered	me
with	 the	robe	of	righteousness,	as	a	bridegroom	decks	himself	with	ornaments,
and	as	a	bride	adorns	herself	with	her	jewels.	11	For	as	the	earth	brings	forth	its
bud,	as	 the	garden	causes	 the	 things	 that	are	sown	 in	 it	 to	spring	 forth,	so	 the
Lord	 GOD	 will	 cause	 righteousness	 and	 praise	 to	 spring	 forth	 before	 all	 the
nations.

88.15	With	the	LORD	there	is	salvation,	it	is	an	everlasting	salvation

On	behalf	of	the	LORD,	the	prophet	Isaiah	may	promise	to	Israel	that	the	nation
will	be	saved	from	all	their	enemies,	but	also	from	their	sinful	practices.

In	the	past,	Israel	trusted	in	its	own	power,	sometimes	in	the	nations	surrounding
them.	For	example,	it	trusted	in	Egypt–that	this	country	would	assist	them	if	they
were	attacked	by	Assyria.	However,	time	and	again	they	were	disappointed	and
ashamed.	In	the	past,	Israel	and	Judah	expected	it	from	the	idols,	and	not	from
the	only	true	God,	who	could	really	have	helped.	For	that	reason,	the	nation	was
scattered.	Also	 in	 our	 days,	 the	 larger	 part	 of	 the	 Israeli	 people	 still	 expects	 it
from	Israel’s	military	power,	but	 this	 is	not	according	to	 the	LORD’s	will.	The
LORD	says	that	He	alone	can	save;	that	there	is	no	God	besides	Him–no	God	or
idol	who	can	save.

And	when	 the	LORD	saves,	 it	 is	a	permanent,	even	an	everlasting	salvation,	a
salvation	 from	 their	 enemies,	 but	 also	 from	 their	 iniquities.	 This	 will	 happen
after	the	Great	Tribulation,	at	the	start	of	the	Millennium	when	the	Messiah	Jesus
returns.



Psalm	130:7	O	Israel,	hope	in	the	LORD;	for	with	the	LORD	there	is	mercy,	and
with	Him	is	abundant	redemption.

Isaiah	 45:17	 But	 Israel	 shall	 be	 saved	 by	 the	 LORD	 with	 an	 everlasting
salvation;	you	shall	not	be	ashamed	or	disgraced	forever	and	ever.	18	For	thus
says	 the	LORD,	Who	created	 the	heavens,	Who	 is	God,	Who	 formed	 the	earth
and	made	it,	Who	has	established	it,	Who	did	not	create	it	in	vain,	Who	formed	it
to	be	inhabited:	“I	am	the	LORD,	and	there	is	no	other.	19	I	have	not	spoken	in
secret,	in	a	dark	place	of	the	earth;	I	did	not	say	to	the	seed	of	Jacob,	‘Seek	Me
in	 vain’;	 I,	 the	LORD,	 speak	 righteousness,	 I	 declare	 things	 that	 are	 right.	 20
Assemble	yourselves	and	come;	draw	near	together,	you	who	have	escaped	from
the	nations.	They	have	no	knowledge,	who	carry	the	wood	of	their	carved	image,
and	pray	to	a	god	that	cannot	save.	21	Tell	and	bring	forth	your	case;	yes,	 let
them	take	counsel	together.	Who	has	declared	this	from	ancient	time?	Who	has
told	it	from	that	time?	Have	not	I,	the	LORD?	And	there	is	no	other	God	besides
Me,	a	just	God	and	a	Savior;	there	is	none	besides	Me.	22	Look	to	Me,	and	be
saved,	all	you	ends	of	the	earth!	For	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other.

88.16	God’s	lovingkindness	will	remain

Being	good	is	a	divine	characteristic.	No	human	being	is	good.	In	Psalms	14	and
53,	God	says	through	David	that	there	is	none	who	does	good,	no	not	one.	And
in	Matthew	19:17,	 Jesus	 says	 that	 no	 one	 is	 good,	 but	One,	 that	 is,	God.	The
word	 ‘lovingkindness’	 expresses	 it	 in	 an	 even	 stronger	manner.	 It	 is	 a	 form	of
love	that	is	characterized	by	acts	of	kindness.	God	cannot	keep	it	to	Himself,	He
must	show	it,	He	must	share	it.	God’s	being	is	goodness.	Well,	of	this	goodness
God	Himself	says	that	it	will	never	desert	Israel.	We	are	talking	here,	however,
about	the	covenant	of	peace,	the	new	covenant.	We	have	explained	before	when
this	new	covenant	will	become	effective.

Isaiah	54:10	“For	the	mountains	shall	depart	and	the	hills	be	removed,	but	My
kindness	 shall	 not	 depart	 from	 you,	 nor	 shall	 My	 covenant	 of	 peace	 be
removed,”	says	the	LORD,	who	has	mercy	on	you.

88.17	God’s	covenant	of	peace	shall	not	waver

When	there	is	mention	of	the	covenant	of	peace,	this	involves	the	new	covenant.

Everybody	 who	 partakes	 in	 that	 new	 covenant,	 will	 also	 receive	 this	 peace.
Peace	with	God.



Complete	peace,	 also	on	 this	earth,	will	only	be	established	when	 the	Messiah
Jesus	will	rule	as	King	on	this	earth.	Then	there	will	be	peace	among	the	people
and	 peace	 among	 the	 nations.	 God	 says	 that	 this	 covenant	 of	 peace	 will	 not
waver,	since	the	Messianic	Millennium	will	pass	into	the	eternal	Millennium.

Psalm	85:8	I	will	hear	what	God	the	LORD	will	speak,	for	He	will	speak	peace
to	His	people	and	to	His	saints;	but	let	them	not	turn	back	to	folly.	9	Surely	His
salvation	 is	near	 to	 those	who	 fear	Him,	 that	glory	may	dwell	 in	our	 land.	10
Mercy	and	truth	have	met	together;	righteousness	and	peace	have	kissed.

Isaiah	53:5	But	He	was	wounded	for	our	transgressions,	He	was	bruised	for	our
iniquities;	the	chastisement	for	our	peace	was	upon	Him,	and	by	His	stripes	we
are	healed.

Isaiah	54:10	“For	the	mountains	shall	depart	and	the	hills	be	removed,	but	My
kindness	 shall	 not	 depart	 from	 you,	 nor	 shall	 My	 covenant	 of	 peace	 be
removed,”	says	the	LORD,	who	has	mercy	on	you.

Zechariah	 9:10	 I	 will	 cut	 off	 the	 chariot	 from	 Ephraim	 and	 the	 horse	 from
Jerusalem;	the	battle	bow	shall	be	cut	off.	He	shall	speak	peace	to	the	nations;
His	 dominion	 shall	 be	 ‘from	 sea	 to	 sea,	 and	 from	 the	River	 to	 the	 ends	of	 the
earth.’

See	also	Isaiah	26:12;	Isaiah	32:18;	Isaiah	55:12-13;	Jeremiah	33:6-7.

88.18	There	will	be	good	judges	and	counselors

Initially,	 the	people	of	Israel	had	good	leaders–just	 think	of	Moses	and	Joshua.
But	later	it	went	downhill.	After	Joshua,	there	was	the	time	of	the	Judges,	but	the
LORD	says	that	in	those	days	the	people	did	what	was	right	in	their	own	eyes.	In
other	words,	they	did	not	serve	the	LORD,	their	God.	After	the	Judges,	the	kings
came.	There	were	good	kings	such	as	David,	the	man	after	God’s	heart;	his	son
Solomon,	a	type	of	Christ	in	view	of	his	wisdom,	but	not	in	everything	obedient
to	God’s	commandments	and	laws.	He	caused	the	splitting	up	of	Israel	into	two
kingdoms.	And	after	him,	there	were	more	wicked	than	good	kings.	Therefore,	it
is	 so	 special	 that	 in	 the	 time	of	 the	wicked	kings	God	promises	 that	 there	will
come	a	time	once	more	with	good	judges	and	counselors.	God	is	referring	here
to	the	time	of	the	Millennium	in	which	the	Messiah	will	be	king	over	His	people
Israel	and	the	saints	will	rule	with	Him.



88.19	Jerusalem	will	be	a	city	of	righteousness

In	addition	to	the	foregoing,	Jerusalem	will	be	the	city	from	which	Israel	and	the
world	will	be	ruled	by	the	King	Messiah	and	all	His	saints.	Then	there	will	be
peace	and	 righteousness.	 Jerusalem	will	be	called	a	city	of	 righteousness	since
there	 will	 be	 no	 unrighteousness	 anymore.	 There	 will	 be	 no	 more	 violence,
neither	wasting	nor	destruction.	The	walls	shall	be	called	Salvation	and	the	gates
Praise.	Who	will	 live	in	that	city?	The	prophet	Zechariah	says	it	will	be	meant
for	 the	 remnant	of	 Israel.	The	prophet	Ezekiel	 says	one	Shepherd,	My	 servant
David,	the	Messiah,	will	feed	them.	And	it	will	not	be	something	temporary,	but
something	lasting	forever.	The	prophet	Isaiah	says	that	all	the	nation	will	then	be
righteous	(Isaiah	60:21).

Isaiah	51:17	Awake,	awake!	Stand	up,	O	Jerusalem,	you	who	have	drunk	at	the
hand	of	 the	LORD	the	cup	of	His	 fury;	you	have	drunk	the	dregs	of	 the	cup	of
trembling,	and	drained	it	out.	18	There	is	no	one	to	guide	her	among	all	the	sons
she	has	brought	forth;	nor	is	there	any	who	takes	her	by	the	hand	among	all	the
sons	 she	 has	 brought	 up.	 19	These	 two	 things	 have	 come	 to	 you;	who	will	 be
sorry	for	you?	--	desolation	and	destruction,	famine	and	sword	--	by	whom	will	I
comfort	you?

Jeremiah	3:17	“At	that	time	Jerusalem	shall	be	called	The	Throne	of	the	LORD,
and	 all	 the	 nations	 shall	 be	 gathered	 to	 it,	 to	 the	 name	 of	 the	 LORD,	 to
Jerusalem.	No	more	shall	they	follow	the	dictates	of	their	evil	hearts.	18	In	those
days	the	house	of	Judah	shall	walk	with	the	house	of	Israel,	and	they	shall	come
together	 out	 of	 the	 land	 of	 the	 north	 to	 the	 land	 that	 I	 have	 given	 as	 an
inheritance	to	your	fathers.”

Zechariah	8:3	“Thus	 says	 the	LORD:	 ‘I	will	 return	 to	Zion,	 and	dwell	 in	 the
midst	of	Jerusalem.	Jerusalem	shall	be	called	the	City	of	Truth,	the	Mountain	of
the	LORD	of	hosts,	 the	Holy	Mountain.’	4	Thus	 says	 the	LORD	of	hosts:	 ‘Old
men	and	old	women	shall	again	sit	in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem,	each	one	with	his
staff	 in	his	hand	because	of	great	age.	5	The	streets	of	 the	city	 shall	be	 full	of
boys	 and	 girls	 playing	 in	 its	 streets.’	 6	 Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	of	 hosts:	 ‘If	 it	 is
marvelous	in	the	eyes	of	the	remnant	of	this	people	in	these	days,	will	it	also	be
marvelous	in	My	eyes?’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.	7	Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:
‘Behold,	I	will	save	My	people	from	the	land	of	the	east	and	from	the	land	of	the



west;	8	I	will	bring	 them	back,	and	 they	shall	dwell	 in	 the	midst	of	Jerusalem.
They	shall	be	My	people	and	I	will	be	their	God,	in	truth	and	righteousness.’”

88.20	The	LORD	has	contended	in	moderation

The	LORD	says	in	Isaiah	57:16	that	He	will	not	contend	forever	with	the	nation
of	Israel,	He	will	not	always	be	angry.	In	Psalm	103:9-16,	David	says	that	God
will	not	deal	with	us	according	to	our	sins,	but	will	forgive	our	sins,	remove	our
transgressions	from	us,	as	far	as	the	east	is	from	the	west.	The	LORD	is	merciful
and	 gracious,	 slow	 to	 anger	 and	 abounding	 in	 mercy.	 Because	 of	 their
transgressions,	 the	 LORD	 must	 chastise	 His	 people	 and	 contend	 with	 them.
However,	He	does	 so	because	He	 loves	 that	nation.	That’s	 also	His	 reason	 for
chastising	in	moderation,	so	that	they	are	not	destroyed.

Isaiah	27:8	In	measure,	by	sending	it	away,	you	contended	with	it.	He	removes	it
by	His	rough	wind	in	the	day	of	the	east	wind.	9	Therefore	by	this	the	iniquity	of
Jacob	will	be	covered;	and	this	is	all	the	fruit	of	taking	away	his	sin:	When	he
makes	all	the	stones	of	the	altar	like	chalkstones	that	are	beaten	to	dust,	wooden
images	and	incense	altars	shall	not	stand.

Jeremiah	30:11	 ‘	For	 I	 am	with	 you,’	 says	 the	LORD,	 ‘to	 save	 you;	 though	 I
make	a	full	end	of	all	nations	where	I	have	scattered	you,	yet	I	will	not	make	a
complete	 end	 of	 you.	But	 I	will	 correct	 you	 in	 justice,	 and	will	 not	 let	 you	 go
altogether	unpunished.’

88.21	Sin	will	be	done	away	with	as	a	mist,	cloud	(blotted	out)

People,	also	born-again	people,	may	still	doubt	at	times	whether	their	sins	have
been	 forgiven.	 This	 is	 because	 they	 do	 not	 fully	 get	 rid	 of	 their	 old	 nature,
despite	their	being	born	again.	Right	up	to	his	death,	a	born-again	person	can	sin
in	thoughts,	words	and	deeds.	But	 the	difference	with	an	unbelieving	person	is
that	 sin	 does	 not	 rule	 over	 him.	 As	 soon	 as	 he	 sins,	 he	 will	 notice	 this
immediately	 through	 the	 indwelling	 Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 will	 confess	 his	 sin	 and
abstain	from	it.	The	Lord	Jesus	has	also	reconciled	the	future	sins	on	the	cross.
In	God’s	eyes,	we	don’t	have	sins	anymore,	He	looks	at	us	in	the	Lord	Jesus.

Already	now,	 Jew	and	Gentile	 can	be	born	again,	be	 saved	 from	 the	power	of
sin,	from	the	power	of	satan.

For	Israel	as	a	nation,	God’s	promise	applies:	He	will	not	remember	 their	sins.
He	will	blot	out	their	sins.	That	is	a	very	deep	process	since	the	sins	are	deeply



anchored	 in	 a	 person.	 These	 sins	 must	 be	 dug	 up,	 blotted	 out,	 eradicated,
destroyed.	Actually,	 this	means:	a	new	creation.	Then	God	takes	away	the	sins
and	transgressions	of	His	commandments,	as	a	cloud	vanishes	in	the	strong	rays
of	sunshine.	Now,	however,	it	is	done	in	the	Sun	of	Righteousness,	the	Messiah
Jesus.

Isaiah	43:25	“I,	even	 I,	am	He	who	blots	out	your	 transgressions	 for	My	own
sake;	and	I	will	not	remember	your	sins.”

Isaiah	44:21	“Remember	these,	O	Jacob,	and	Israel,	for	you	are	My	servant;	I
have	formed	you,	you	are	My	servant;	O	Israel,	you	will	not	be	forgotten	by	Me!
22	I	have	blotted	out,	 like	a	 thick	cloud,	your	 transgressions,	and	like	a	cloud,
your	sins.	Return	to	Me,	for	I	have	redeemed	you.”	23	Sing,	O	heavens,	for	the
LORD	has	done	it!	Shout,	you	lower	parts	of	the	earth;	break	forth	into	singing,
you	 mountains,	 O	 forest,	 and	 every	 tree	 in	 it!	 For	 the	 LORD	 has	 redeemed
Jacob,	and	glorified	Himself	in	Israel.	24	Thus	says	the	LORD,	your	Redeemer,
and	He	who	formed	you	from	the	womb:	“I	am	the	LORD,	who	makes	all	things,
Who	 stretches	 out	 the	 heavens	 all	 alone,	 Who	 spreads	 abroad	 the	 earth	 by
Myself.”

88.22	There	will	be	no	more	idols	in	Israel

As	soon	as	a	person	is	born,	he	already	has	an	idol	he	worships.	This	may	seem
strange	to	some	people,	but	 it	 is	 true.	From	birth	on,	 the	own	‘I’	 is	man’s	 idol.
From	birth	on,	he	himself–instead	of	God	being	worshiped–sits	on	the	throne	of
his	heart.	 Instead	of	man	subjecting	himself	 to	God	and	asking	what	He	wants
him	to	do,	man	himself	determines	his	own	way	and	subjects	himself	 to	God’s
great	opponent:	satan.

Other	 idols	 are	 added	 to	 one’s	 own	 ‘I’,	 sometimes	 even	many	 idols.	 Think	 of
money,	 riches,	 power,	 games	 and	 all	 sorts	 of	 amusement	 etc.	 However,	 other
more	subtle	idols	may	play	a	leading	part	in	a	man’s	life.

In	 this	 respect,	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	were	 no	 different	 from	 other	 nations.	 The
patriarchs	were	involved	in	that.	Just	think	of	Rachel,	who	took	an	image	along
from	her	father’s	home.	Also	in	Egypt,	the	people	of	Israel	served	the	Egyptian
idols.	In	the	wilderness,	they	erected	a	golden	calf	and	worshiped	it	as	their	god.
Also	in	the	Promised	Land,	they	left	the	LORD,	their	God,	who	had	saved	them
from	the	Egyptian	slavery,	and	started	serving	idols.	Under	King	Solomon,	idol
worship	was	 very	much	 stimulated	 as	 he	 permitted	 his	many	 foreign	wives	 to



serve	 their	 own	 idols.	Later	 this	made	 itself	 felt	 to	 the	 extent	 that	 the	 prophet
Elijah	even	thought	that	there	was	nobody	in	Israel	anymore	who	served	the	God
of	 Israel.	However,	 there	were	 still	 7,000	 left.	This	 encouraged	 and	 comforted
him.

In	the	prophecies	below,	the	LORD	promises	there	will	come	a	time	that	Israel
will	no	longer	serve	the	idols.	That	time	will	be	reached	once	Israel	has	repented.
Israel’s	 remnant	 will	 then	 serve	 the	 LORD	 with	 a	 complete	 heart,	 and	 the
Messiah	Jesus	will	be	their	king.

Isaiah	30:20	And	though	the	Lord	gives	you	the	bread	of	adversity	and	the	water
of	affliction,	yet	your	teachers	will	not	be	moved	into	a	corner	anymore,	but	your
eyes	shall	see	your	teachers.	21	Your	ears	shall	hear	a	word	behind	you,	saying,
“This	is	the	way,	walk	in	it,”	whenever	you	turn	to	the	right	hand	or	whenever
you	turn	to	the	left.	22	You	will	also	defile	the	covering	of	your	graven	images	of
silver,	 and	 the	 ornament	 of	 your	molded	 images	 of	 gold.	 You	will	 throw	 them
away	as	an	unclean	thing;	you	will	say	to	them,	“Get	away!”

Ezekiel	20:39	“As	for	you,	O	house	of	Israel,”	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Go,
serve	every	one	of	you	his	idols	--	and	hereafter	--	if	you	will	not	obey	Me;	but
profane	My	holy	name	no	more	with	your	gifts	and	your	idols.”

Ezekiel	20:39	“As	for	you,	O	house	of	Israel,”	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“Go,
serve	every	one	of	you	his	idols	--	and	hereafter	--	if	you	will	not	obey	Me;	but
profane	My	holy	name	no	more	with	your	gifts	and	your	idols.”

Zechariah	13:2	“It	shall	be	 in	 that	day,”	says	 the	LORD	of	hosts,	“that	I	will
cut	 off	 the	 names	 of	 the	 idols	 from	 the	 land,	 and	 they	 shall	 no	 longer	 be
remembered.	I	will	also	cause	the	prophets	and	the	unclean	spirit	to	depart	from
the	land.”

88.23	The	LORD	will	forgive	their	sins,	He	will	not	remember	previous	sins

Anew,	 this	 is	 a	 picture	 of	 how	 God	 will	 later	 deal	 with	 His	 people.	 At	 this
moment,	 the	 people	 have	 not	 yet	 repented,	 and	 still	 live	 under	 the	 Father’s
chastisement	and	wrath.	But	they	may	look	forward	to	the	time	that	God	will	no
longer	chastise	the	nation	and	pour	out	His	wrath	upon	it.	At	that	time,	their	sins
will	be	forgiven	and	cast	into	the	depths	of	the	sea,	where	nobody	is	able	to	get
at	them,	not	even	a	deep-sea	diver.	And	then	God	will	fulfill	the	promise	to	His
people,	 the	 promise	 made	 to	 Abraham	 and	 the	 forefathers.	 The	 people	 will
experience	His	goodness	once	more,	they	will	repent	to	their	God,	and	serve	and



love	Him.

Micah	 7:18	Who	 is	 a	 God	 like	 You,	 pardoning	 iniquity	 and	 passing	 over	 the
transgression	 of	 the	 remnant	 of	 His	 heritage?	 He	 does	 not	 retain	 His	 anger
forever,	because	He	delights	in	mercy.	19	He	will	again	have	compassion	on	us,
and	will	 subdue	our	 iniquities.	You	will	cast	all	our	sins	 into	 the	depths	of	 the
sea.	 20	 You	 will	 give	 truth	 to	 Jacob	 and	mercy	 to	 Abraham,	 which	 You	 have
sworn	to	our	fathers	from	days	of	old.

88.24	Heaven	and	earth	will	rejoice	in

this	salvation

Israel’s	repentance	will	affect	all	the	nations	on	this	earth,	and	there	will	also	be
a	 feast	 in	 heaven.	 The	 angels	 will	 rejoice	 in	 Israel’s	 repentance,	 as	 they	 now
already	 rejoice	 in	 one	 sinner	 who	 repents.	 Already	 in	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Great
Tribulation,	 God’s	 servants	 will	 go	 out	 to	 proclaim	 the	 glad	 tidings	 to	 the
nations.	 However,	 during	 the	 Millennium	 the	 nations	 will	 advance	 towards
Jerusalem,	 during	 the	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles,	 to	 worship	 the	 Lord.	 In	 Joshua’s
time,	the	Israelites	had	to	go	to	Jerusalem	every	seven	years	to	hear	the	LORD’s
law	at	 the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	 (Deuteronomy	31:10-11),	 so	 this	 feast	was	not
just	remembering	and	celebrating.

Isaiah	30:29	You	shall	have	a	song	as	in	the	night	when	a	holy	festival	is	kept,
and	gladness	of	heart	as	when	one	goes	with	a	flute,	to	come	into	the	mountain
of	the	LORD,	to	the	Mighty	One	of	Israel.

Isaiah	51:11	So	the	ransomed	of	the	LORD	shall	return,	and	come	to	Zion	with
singing,	with	everlasting	joy	on	their	heads.	They	shall	obtain	joy	and	gladness;
sorrow	and	sighing	shall	flee	away.

88.25	The	LORD	is	thus	glorified	in	Israel

This	was	and	is	the	purpose	of	any	man	born:	to	worship	and	glorify	the	God	of
heaven	 and	 earth,	 the	God	who	created	man.	This	means	 to	 recognize	Him	as
God,	to	praise	Him	and	glorify	Him	in	life.

But	because	man	has	fallen	in	sin	through	satan’s	temptation,	he	can	and	will	no
longer	praise	and	glorify	God	in	his	life.

For	 this	 reason,	 God	 has	 chosen	 Israel	 to	 praise	 Him	 on	 earth.	 God	 engaged
satan	in	battle	by	first	choosing	this	nation,	by	having	Somebody	be	born	from



this	 nation	 who	 could	 praise	 and	 glorify	 Him–i.e.	 Jesus,	 His	 own	 Son,	 the
Messiah.

And	everybody	who	believes	in	this	Messiah	thus	glorifies	God,	His	Father.

As	a	nation,	Israel	has	to	a	large	extent	failed	in	its	assignment.	Currently,	God	is
being	 glorified	 by	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus	 and	 by	 every	 person	 from	 Jews	 and
Gentiles	who	believes	in	Him.

But	 later,	 once	 the	 entire	 remnant	 of	 Israel	 has	 repented,	 the	 LORD	 will	 be
glorified,	not	on	a	temporary	basis,	but	for	all	eternity.

Isaiah	49:3	“And	He	said	to	me,	‘You	are	My	servant,	O	Israel,	in	whom	I	will
be	glorified.’	4	Then	I	said,	‘I	have	labored	in	vain,	I	have	spent	my	strength	for
nothing	and	in	vain;	yet	surely	my	just	reward	is	with	the	LORD,	and	my	work
with	my	God.’”	5	“And	now	the	LORD	says,	Who	formed	Me	from	the	womb	to
be	His	Servant,	 to	bring	Jacob	back	 to	Him,	 so	 that	 Israel	 is	gathered	 to	Him
(for	 I	 shall	 be	 glorious	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	 the	 LORD,	 and	 My	 God	 shall	 be	 My
strength).”

Isaiah	60:21	Also	your	people	shall	all	be	righteous;	they	shall	inherit	the	land
forever,	 the	 branch	 of	 My	 planting,	 the	 work	 of	 My	 hands,	 that	 I	 may	 be
glorified.

Isaiah	61:1	“The	Spirit	of	 the	Lord	GOD	 is	upon	Me,	because	 the	LORD	has
anointed	Me	 to	 preach	 good	 tidings	 to	 the	 poor;	 He	 has	 sent	Me	 to	 heal	 the
brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives,	and	the	opening	of	the	prison
to	those	who	are	bound;	2	to	proclaim	the	acceptable	year	of	the	LORD,	and	the
day	of	vengeance	of	our	God;	to	comfort	all	who	mourn,	3	to	console	those	who
mourn	 in	Zion,	 to	give	 them	beauty	 for	ashes,	 the	oil	of	 joy	 for	mourning,	 the
garment	 of	 praise	 for	 the	 spirit	 of	 heaviness;	 that	 they	may	 be	 called	 trees	 of
righteousness,	the	planting	of	the	LORD,	that	He	may	be	glorified.”

88.26	Every	knee	will	bow	to	Him

Every	tongue	will	take	an	oath.	God	swears	it	by	Himself.

When	the	Messiah	Jesus	returns	to	the	earth	to	be	King	of	His	people	Israel,	He
will	also	rule	the	other	nations.	They	will	bow	to	Him	(Philippians	2:8-11).	All
the	nations	will	recognize	the	God	of	Israel	as	the	God	who	created	heaven	and
earth,	the	God	who	also	created	man.	The	LORD	promises	there	will	even	be	an
altar	for	Him	in	Egypt.	We	do	not	know	how	this	shall	be,	but	it	makes	clear	that



also	Egypt	will	bow	to	the	God	of	Israel.

Swearing	by	God’s	name	implies	that	one	recognizes	God	as	the	living	God,	that
there	is	no	other	God	than	He.	In	Psalm	63,	it	says	that	everybody	who	swears
by	God’s	Name	will	exult.

Isaiah	45:21	Tell	and	bring	forth	your	case;	yes,	let	them	take	counsel	together.
Who	has	declared	this	from	ancient	time?	Who	has	told	it	from	that	time?	Have
not	 I,	 the	 LORD?	 And	 there	 is	 no	 other	 God	 besides	 Me,	 a	 just	 God	 and	 a
Savior;	there	is	none	besides	Me.	22	“Look	to	Me,	and	be	saved,	All	you	ends	of
the	earth!	For	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other.	23	I	have	sworn	by	Myself;	the
word	has	gone	out	of	My	mouth	in	righteousness,	and	shall	not	return,	that	to	Me
every	knee	shall	bow,	every	tongue	shall	take	an	oath.”

88.27	Israel	will	prosper	and	grow	and	fill	the	earth	with	fruits

The	 people	 of	 Israel	 will	 be	 a	 blessing	 to	 all	 other	 nations	 on	 earth.	 Or	 said
differently,	 Israel	will	 fill	 the	 earth	with	 fruits.	Through	His	prophet	 Jeremiah,
God	says	that	He	will	multiply	and	glorify	His	nation	(Jeremiah	30:19).	God	will
be	like	the	dew	to	Israel,	and	Israel	will	grow	like	the	lily	(Hosea	14:5-6).

In	that	day,	many	Gentiles	will	be	joined	to	the	Messiah	Jesus.	What	a	blessed
fruit	of	the	repenting	people	of	Israel	(Zechariah	2:11).

Isaiah	27:6	Those	who	come	He	shall	cause	to	take	root	in	Jacob;	Israel	shall
blossom	and	bud,	and	fill	the	face	of	the	world	with	fruit.

88.28	The	blind	will	see	again,	the	meek	will	have

joy,	the	poor	will	shout

The	Millennium	will	 be	 a	 joyful	 time	 for	 the	 people	 of	 Israel.	 Their	 sins	will
have	been	forgiven,	 their	Messiah	 is	 their	King,	Priest	and	Prophet.	They	shall
not	want	anything.	There	will	be	no	more	people	who	are	blind,	deaf	or	 lame.
There	will	be	no	poverty	anymore.	Also	the	people	who	were	humbled	because
of	their	sins,	will	now	rejoice	in	the	LORD	their	God	and	in	their	Messiah.

Isaiah	29:18	In	that	day	the	deaf	shall	hear	the	words	of	the	book,	and	the	eyes
of	the	blind	shall	see	out	of	obscurity	and	out	of	darkness.	19	The	humble	also
shall	 increase	their	 joy	in	the	LORD,	and	the	poor	among	men	shall	rejoice	in
the	Holy	One	of	Israel.

88.29	There	will	be	no	violence,	no	mockers	anymore



In	that	day,	 there	will	be	peace.	There	will	be	no	more	war	with	enemies	from
outside	 Israel,	 for	 all	 the	 nations	 had	 to	 bow	 for	 the	Messiah	 of	 Israel.	 Every
knee	shall	bow!	Also	in	the	land	itself,	there	will	be	no	more	violence,	no	more
terrorist	attacks	as	still	happen	today.	And	Israel	will	no	longer	be	the	subject	of
mockery–anti-Semitic	mockery	and	cartoons.	Israel	will	no	longer	be	blamed	for
everything	 that	 goes	 wrong	 in	 this	 world.	 There	 will	 be	 no	 more	 anti-Israel
resolutions	 in	 the	United	Nations,	as	 this	organization	 too	must	bow	under	 the
rule	of	King	Jesus.

Isaiah	 29:20	 For	 the	 terrible	 one	 is	 brought	 to	 nothing,	 the	 scornful	 one	 is
consumed,	and	all	who	watch	for	iniquity	are	cut	off	--	21	who	make	a	man	an
offender	by	a	word,	and	lay	a	snare	for	him	who	reproves	in	the	gate,	and	turn
aside	the	just	by	empty	words.

88.30	There	will	be	rain,	bread	and	cattle

When	the	LORD	promises	Israel	will	grow	and	flourish,	it	implies	that	the	land
will	be	fertile.	The	desert	will	blossom	as	 the	rose!	Meanwhile,	a	considerable
number	 of	 vineyards	 have	 been	 planted	 in	 the	 Negev;	 these	 are	 moisturized
using	 irrigation	 systems.	 But	 then	 the	 LORD	 will	 give	 abundant	 rain,	 no
irrigation	systems	will	be	necessary	anymore.	The	 fields	will	yield	a	 sufficient
supply	of	food.	The	pastures	will	be	filled	with	herds	of	cattle.

Isaiah	30:23	Then	He	will	give	 the	rain	 for	your	seed	with	which	you	sow	the
ground,	and	bread	of	the	increase	of	the	earth;	it	will	be	fat	and	plentiful.	In	that
day	your	cattle	will	feed	In	large	pastures.	24	Likewise	the	oxen	and	the	young
donkeys	 that	work	 the	ground	will	eat	cured	 fodder,	which	has	been	winnowed
with	the	shovel	and	fan.

88.31	The	LORD	will	comfort	Israel

The	LORD	promises	 that	He	will	 comfort	 Israel.	Why	 is	He	going	 to	comfort
Israel?	 Is	 that	necessary?	Why	 is	 the	Lord	not	going	 to	comfort	other	nations?
These	 are	 just	 a	 few	 questions	 that	 may	 come	 to	 us.	 In	 the	 texts	 below,	 the
LORD	Himself	answers	 those	questions.	 In	 Isaiah	49:13,	God	calls	His	people
His	 afflicted.	 Apparently	 that’s	 also	 how	 they	 feel	 it	 themselves:	 deserted	 by
God,	 forgotten	 by	 God–and	 that	 for	 almost	 two	 thousand	 years	 already.	 No
wonder	they	think	this	way.	Wouldn’t	they	need	comfort?	God	calls	us	in	Isaiah
40:1-2	 to	 comfort	 His	 people	 by	 pointing	 them	 to	 His	 promises.	 The	 Israeli
people	are	still	daily	oppressed,	on	the	one	hand	due	to	their	own	fault,	but	on



the	other	because	they	are	God’s	people,	the	Messiah’s	people.	As	God’s	people,
they	must	share	in	the	nations’	enmity	towards	the	God	of	heaven	and	earth,	and
towards	His	Son,	the	Messiah	Jesus.	That	is	why	the	LORD	longs	to	comfort	His
people,	to	bless	them,	to	be	cured	of	the	wounds	that	have	been	inflicted.

Isaiah	 40:1	 “Comfort,	 yes,	 comfort	 My	 people!”	 says	 your	 God.	 2	 “Speak
comfort	 to	 Jerusalem,	 and	 cry	 out	 to	 her,	 that	 her	 warfare	 is	 ended,	 that	 her
iniquity	is	pardoned;	for	she	has	received	from	the	LORD’s	hand	double	for	all
her	sins.”

Isaiah	49:13	Sing,	O	heavens!	Be	joyful,	O	earth!	And	break	out	in	singing,
O	mo	untains!	For	the	LORD	has	comforted	His	people,	and	will	have	mercy	on
His	afflicted.	14	But	Zion	said,	“The	LORD	has	forsaken	me,	and	my	Lord	has
forgotten	 me.”	 15	 “Can	 a	 woman	 forget	 her	 nursing	 child,	 and	 not	 have
compassion	on	the	son	of	her	womb?	Surely	they	may	forget,	yet	I	will	not	forget
you.”

Isaiah	51:12	“I,	even	I,	am	He	who	comforts	you.	Who	are	you	that	you	should
be	afraid	of	a	man	who	will	die,	and	of	the	son	of	a	man	who	will	be	made	like
grass?	13	And	you	forget	the	LORD	your	Maker,	Who	stretched	out	the	heavens
and	 laid	 the	 foundations	 of	 the	 earth;	 you	 have	 feared	 continually	 every	 day
because	of	the	fury	of	the	oppressor,	when	he	has	prepared	to	destroy.	And	where
is	the	fury	of	the	oppressor?”

Isaiah	 54:11	 “O	 you	 afflicted	 one,	 tossed	 with	 tempest,	 and	 not	 comforted,
behold,	I	will	lay	your	stones	with	colorful	gems,	and	lay	your	foundations	with
sapphires.	12	I	will	make	your	pinnacles	of	rubies,	your	gates	of	crystal,	and	all
your	walls	of	precious	stones.”

Isaiah	57:18	“I	have	seen	his	ways,	and	will	heal	him;	I	will	also	lead	him,	and
restore	 comforts	 to	 him	 and	 to	 his	mourners.	 19	 I	 create	 the	 fruit	 of	 the	 lips:
Peace,	 peace	 to	 him	who	 is	 far	 off	 and	 to	 him	who	 is	 near,”	 says	 the	 LORD,
“and	I	will	heal	him.”

88.32	Strangers	will	minister	Israel

In	that	day,	after	the	people	have	returned	to	Israel,	the	cities	will	be	rebuilt	and
renewed.	The	land	will	grow	and	blossom,	and	strangers	will	be	needed	because
of	 the	 work	 that	 can	 be	 and	 must	 be	 done.	 All	 this	 because	 the	 land	 is	 so
specially	blessed	by	 the	LORD.	This	process	has	been	going	on	 for	over	 sixty
years	now,	and	it	has	not	yet	been	completed.	However,	the	land	must	be	able	to



later	house	the	entire	nation.

Isaiah	61:4	And	they	shall	rebuild	the	old	ruins,	they	shall	raise	up	the	former
desolations,	 and	 they	 shall	 repair	 the	 ruined	 cities,	 the	 desolations	 of	 many
generations.	 5	 Strangers	 shall	 stand	 and	 feed	 your	 flocks,	 and	 the	 sons	 of	 the
foreigner	shall	be	your	plowmen	and	your	vinedressers.

88.33	The	LORD	has	inscribed	Israel	on	the	palms	of	His	hands

Through	the	prophet	Isaiah,	the	LORD	speaks	here	about	the	remnant	of	Israel.
We	are	still	considering	here	‘that	day’	-	‘that	day’	in	which	God	will	have	mercy
on	His	people	Israel.	‘That	day’	in	which	the	Spirit	of	grace	and	the	prayers	will
be	poured	over	the	remnant	of	Israel	that	is	to	be	saved.	And	the	LORD	says	of
this	remnant	in	‘that	day’	that	the	nation	has	been	inscribed	on	the	palms	of	His
hands.	Their	salvation	and	repentance	is	not	a	temporary	thing.	No,	it	is	an	event
that	will	be	eternal.

This	 does	 not	 imply	 that	 every	 Israeli	 will	 be	 inscribed	 on	 the	 palms	 of	 His
hands,	even	though	he	may	be	circumcised	and	belong	to	the	covenant	people.

This	 also	 implies	 that	 baptized	 children,	 even	 though	 they	 have	 believing
parents,	 are	 not	 inscribed	 on	 the	 palms	 of	 God’s	 hands,	 neither	 have	 been
incorporated	in	Christ	or	are	included	in	the	grace	covenant.	Every	human	being,
Jew	 or	 Gentile,	 is	 inscribed	 on	 the	 palms	 of	 God’s	 hands	 through	 grace,
repentance	and	regeneration–in	this	way	he	is	included	in	the	New	Covenant	of
Jesus,	the	Messiah,	the	covenant	in	His	precious	blood.

Isaiah	49:16	See,	I	have	inscribed	you	on	the	palms	of	My	hands;	your	walls	are
continually	before	Me.

Haggai	2:23	‘In	that	day,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	‘I	will	take	you,	Zerubbabel
My	 servant,	 the	 son	 of	 Shealtiel,’	 says	 the	 LORD,	 ‘and	 will	 make	 you	 like	 a
signet	ring;	for	I	have	chosen	you,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.

Revelation	21:10-21

88.34	The	wilderness	will	become	as	a	Garden	of	Eden

Isaiah	51	not	only	deals	with	the	desert,	the	dry	land	of	the	Negev,	but	also	with
the	 spiritual	 desert	 in	 which	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 still	 live.	 Yes,	 it	 is	 true:	 the
desert	will	blossom	 like	 the	 rose,	what	 a	glorious	event	 that	will	be!	But	even
more	glorious	it	will	be	when	the	people	of	Israel	come	to	spiritual	bloom.	Isaiah



speaks	about	this	on	behalf	of	the	LORD.	It	will	become	again	like	it	was	in	the
Garden	of	Eden.	They	will	all	know	the	LORD	and	be	known	by	Him.	The	fruit
of	the	Holy	Spirit	will	be	found	in	every	person.	There	will	be	joy	and	gladness,
praises	will	be	sung:	psalms	and	hymns.

God’s	 law	will	be	written	on	their	hearts.	And	the	Israeli	nation	will	be	a	 light
for	all	the	nations.	That	has	been	so	in	the	past:	Jewish	apostles	moved	into	the
world	with	the	message	of	God’s	grace	for	lost	people.	But	later,	in	that	day,	they
will	once	more	move	into	the	world	with	the	glad	tidings	of	God’s	grace.

Isaiah	51:3	“For	 the	 LORD	will	 comfort	 Zion,	He	will	 comfort	 all	 her	waste
places;	He	will	make	her	wilderness	like	Eden,	and	her	desert	like	the	garden	of
the	LORD;	 joy	and	gladness	will	be	 found	 in	 it,	 thanksgiving	and	 the	voice	of
melody.	4	Listen	 to	Me,	My	people;	and	give	ear	 to	Me,	O	My	nation:	 for	 law
will	proceed	from	Me,	and	I	will	make	My	justice	rest	as	a	light	of	the	peoples.	5
My	righteousness	is	near,	My	salvation	has	gone	forth,	and	My	arms	will	judge
the	peoples;	the	coastlands	will	wait	upon	Me,	and	on	My	arm	they	will	trust.”

Isaiah	52:12	For	you	shall	not	go	out	with	haste,	nor	go	by	flight;	for	the	LORD
will	go	before	you,	and	the	God	of	Israel	will	be	your	rear	guard.	13	Behold,	My
Servant	shall	deal	prudently;	He	shall	be	exalted	and	extolled	and	be	very	high.

Isaiah	58:11	“The	 LORD	will	 guide	 you	 continually,	 and	 satisfy	 your	 soul	 in
drought,	and	strengthen	your	bones;	you	shall	be	like	a	watered	garden,	and	like
a	spring	of	water,	whose	waters	do	not	fail.	12	Those	from	among	you	shall	build
the	old	waste	 places;	 you	 shall	 raise	 up	 the	 foundations	of	many	generations;
and	 you	 shall	 be	 called	 the	 Repairer	 of	 the	 Breach,	 the	 Restorer	 of	 Streets	 to
Dwell	In.”

88.35	Israel	will	be	God’s	people,	the	LORD	will

be	a	God	to	them

A	glorious	future	is	awaiting	Israel.	Unfortunately,	not	many	will	repeat	it	after
me.	Many	nations	prefer	destroying	Israel,	and	do	not	grant	them	a	place	under
the	 sun	 anymore.	Why?	Because	 Israel	 is	God’s	 people.	Because	 they	 are	 the
Messiah	Jesus’s	people–even	though	many	in	Israel	do	not	realize	and	recognize
it.	Also	many	Christians	and	Churches	see	no	future	for	Israel	because	they	don’t
believe	 in	 the	Millennium.	 So	 there’s	 still	 the	 replacement	 theology	 going	 on.
Furthermore,	they	apply	the	promises	for	Israel	in	a	spiritual	way	to	the	Church.



But	God	Himself	says	in	His	Word	that	Israel	is	His	people,	that	He	will	be	their
God.	That	 they	will	 live	 in	 the	 land	 that	has	been	promised	 to	 the	 fathers,	and
that	later	in	that	day	the	people	of	Israel	will	also	say,	“The	LORD	is	my	God.”
Then	they	will	keep	all	God’s	commandments,	with	a	heart	being	made	new	by
God’s	Spirit.

Isaiah	51:16	“	And	I	have	put	My	words	in	your	mouth;	I	have	covered	you	with
the	shadow	of	My	hand,	that	I	may	plant	the	heavens,	lay	the	foundations	of	the
earth,	and	say	to	Zion,	‘You	are	My	people.’”

Ezekiel	 11:19	 “Then	 I	 will	 give	 them	 one	 heart,	 and	 I	 will	 put	 a	 new	 spirit
within	them,	and	take	the	stony	heart	out	of	their	flesh,	and	give	them	a	heart	of
flesh,	20	that	they	may	walk	in	My	statutes	and	keep	My	judgments	and	do	them;
and	they	shall	be	My	people,	and	I	will	be	their	God.”

Ezekiel	36:28	“Then	you	shall	dwell	in	the	land	that	I	gave	to	your	fathers;	you
shall	be	My	people,	and	I	will	be	your	God.”

Zechariah	13:9b	“…They	will	call	on	My	name,	and	I	will	answer	them.	I	will
say,	‘This	is	My	people’;	and	each	one	will	say,	‘The	LORD	is	my	God.’”

88.36	They	will	be	priests	of	the	LORD

In	that	day,	all	the	men	of	Israel	will	be	called	priests	of	the	LORD.	These	men
are	then	consecrated,	that	is,	they	will	sin	no	more.	They	will	no	longer	serve	the
idols.	The	men	will	be	an	example	of	godliness.	They	will	be	a	blessing	to	their
families,	 their	 neighbors	 and	 their	 country.	 During	 the	 revival	 under	 King
Hezekiah,	 the	 priests	 were	 also	 consecrated.	 Everything	 that	 could	 keep	 them
from	the	LORD	was	done	away	with.

The	 temple	 was	 purified,	 and	 offerings	 were	 made	 again.	 Again	 there	 was
reconciliation	 for	 the	 sins,	 and	 the	 people	 celebrated	 a	 double	 feast	 of
unleavened	bread	for	fourteen	days.	The	people	were	blessed,	there	was	income,
joy	and	gladness.

This	will	also	happen	later:	Israel	will	be	particularly	blessed.	The	nations	will
give	part	of	their	riches	to	Israel,	and	Israel	will	be	praised,	instead	of	insulted,
by	her	enemies.	There	will	be	joy	and	gladness	in	the	Promised	Land,	as	well	as
peace	 and	 justice–and	 all	 this	 under	 the	 rule	 of	 King	 Messiah	 Jesus.	 In
Revelation	20:6,	the	Messiah	Himself	says	that	not	only	the	men	of	Israel	will	be
priests,	but	also	those	who	are	born	again	from	Jews	and	Gentiles–and	that	they



will	reign	with	Him	as	kings	on	earth.

Isaiah	60:6	“The	multitude	of	camels	shall	cover	your	land,	the	dromedaries	of
Midian	and	Ephah;	all	those	from	Sheba	shall	come;	they	shall	bring	gold	and
incense,	 and	 they	 shall	 proclaim	 the	 praises	 of	 the	 LORD.	 7	 All	 the	 flocks	 of
Kedar	shall	be	gathered	together	to	you,	the	rams	of	Nebaioth	shall	minister	to
you;	they	shall	ascend	with	acceptance	on	My	altar,	and	I	will	glorify	the	house
of	My	glory.	(…)

16	You	 shall	 drink	 the	milk	 of	 the	Gentiles,	 and	milk	 the	 breast	 of	 kings;	 you
shall	 know	 that	 I,	 the	 LORD,	 am	 your	 Savior	 and	 your	Redeemer,	 the	Mighty
One	of	Jacob.	17	Instead	of	bronze	I	will	bring	gold,	instead	of	iron	I	will	bring
silver,	instead	of	wood,	bronze,	and	instead	of	stones,	iron.	I	will	also	make	your
officers	peace,	and	your	magistrates	righteousness.”

Isaiah	61:6	But	you	shall	be	named	the	priests	of	the	LORD,	they	shall	call	you
the	 servants	 of	 our	God.	 You	 shall	 eat	 the	 riches	 of	 the	Gentiles,	 and	 in	 their
glory	you	shall	boast.	7	Instead	of	your	shame	you	shall	have	double	honor,	and
instead	of	 confusion	 they	 shall	 rejoice	 in	 their	portion.	Therefore	 in	 their	 land
they	shall	possess	double;	everlasting	joy	shall	be	theirs.

Isaiah	66:12	For	thus	says	the	LORD:	“Behold,	I	will	extend	peace	to	her	like	a
river,	and	the	glory	of	the	Gentiles	like	a	flowing	stream.	Then	you	shall	feed;	on
her	sides	shall	you	be	carried,	and	be	dandled	on	her	knees.”

Revelation	5:10	“And	have	made	us	kings	and	priests	to	our	God;	and	we	shall
reign	on	the	earth.”

Revelation	20:6	Blessed	and	holy	is	he	who	has	part	in	the	first	resurrection.
Over	such	the	second	death	has	no	power,	but	they	shall	be	priests	of	God
and	of	Christ,	and	shall	reign	with	Him	a	thousand	years.

88.37	They	will	become	God’s	servants

In	 that	day,	 the	whole	of	 Israel	will	serve	 the	LORD.	The	Messiah,	 the	Son	of
David,	Jesus,	will	be	King	over	them,	and	they	will	serve	Him.	All	the	tribes	of
Israel	will	 do	 so,	 for	 all	 have	 returned	 to	 the	 Promised	Land.	They	will	 bring
thank	offerings	 to	 the	LORD	alone;	peace	offerings	are	no	 longer	needed.	The
Messiah	 Jesus	has	 reconciled	 all	 their	 sins	on	 the	 cross;	He	gave	His	 life	 as	 a
reconciliation	for	all	their	sins.

Thus	reconciled,	they	can	be	a	blessing	to	others,	their	families,	their	neighbors



and	all	the	nations.	And	many	from	the	nations	will	go	to	Jerusalem	to	worship
the	Messiah.

Ezekiel	 20:40	“For	 on	My	holy	mountain,	 on	 the	mountain	 height	 of	 Israel,”
says	the	Lord	GOD,	“there	all	the	house	of	Israel,	all	of	them	in	the	land,	shall
serve	Me;	there	I	will	accept	them,	and	there	I	will	require	your	offerings	and	the
firstfruits	of	your	sacrifices,	together	with	all	your	holy	things.”

Ezekiel	37:22	“and	I	will	make	them	one	nation	in	the	land,	on	the	mountains	of
Israel;	 and	 one	 king	 shall	 be	 king	 over	 them	 all;	 they	 shall	 no	 longer	 be	 two
nations,	nor	shall	 they	ever	be	divided	into	 two	kingdoms	again.	23	They	shall
not	defile	themselves	anymore	with	their	idols,	nor	with	their	detestable	things,
nor	 with	 any	 of	 their	 transgressions;	 but	 I	 will	 deliver	 them	 from	 all	 their
dwelling	 places	 in	 which	 they	 have	 sinned,	 and	 will	 cleanse	 them.	 Then	 they
shall	be	My	people,	and	I	will	be	their	God.	24	David	My	servant	shall	be	king
over	 them,	 and	 they	 shall	 all	 have	 one	 shepherd;	 they	 shall	 also	 walk	 in	My
judgments	and	observe	My	statutes,	and	do	them.”

Malachi	1:11	“For	from	the	rising	of	the	sun,	even	to	its	going	down,	My	name
shall	be	great	among	the	Gentiles;	in	every	place	incense	shall	be	offered	to	My
name,	and	a	pure	offering;	for	My	name	shall	be	great	among	the	nations,”	says
the	LORD	of	hosts.

88.38	They	will	receive	a	new	name

God	gave	Abram,	Sara	and	Jacob	new	names.	In	the	NT,	Peter	is	called;	he	also
receives	 a	 new	name.	 In	 this	way,	 all	God’s	 children	will	 receive	 new	names.
What	will	this	name	be?	Everybody	will	know	for	himself.	However,	the	prophet
Isaiah	puts	us	on	the	way	by	saying,	“And	they	shall	call	them	The	Holy	People,
The	Redeemed	 of	 the	LORD.”	Every	 child	 of	God	will	 know	whether	 he	 has
received	 this	name,	whether	he	 is	 a	 ‘redeemed	of	 the	LORD’.	Another	person
may	 think	 it,	 suspect	 it,	 but	 only	 he	 himself	 can	 know	 for	 sure.	 How	 is	 this
possible?	The	 apostle	Paul	 says	 in	Romans	8:16:	 “The	Spirit	Himself	 bears
witness	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	children	of	God.”

When	 a	 person	 has	 received	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 he	 also	 knows	 whether	 he	 has
received	this	new	name.	In	 that	day,	everybody	in	Israel	has	received	the	Holy
Spirit	and	everybody	will	receive	this	new	name.

Isaiah	62:1	For	Zion’s	sake	I	will	not	hold	My	peace,	and	for	Jerusalem’s	sake	I
will	not	rest,	until	her	righteousness	goes	forth	as	brightness,	and	her	salvation



as	a	lamp	that	burns.	2	The	Gentiles	shall	see	your	righteousness,	and	all	kings
your	glory.	You	shall	be	called	by	a	new	name,	which	 the	mouth	of	 the	LORD
will	name.	3	You	shall	also	be	a	crown	of	glory	in	the	hand	of	the	LORD,	and	a
royal	 diadem	 in	 the	 hand	 of	 your	 God.	 4	 You	 shall	 no	 longer	 be	 termed
Forsaken,	 nor	 shall	 your	 land	any	more	be	 termed	Desolate;	 but	 you	 shall	 be
called	 Hephzibah,	 and	 your	 land	 Beulah;	 for	 the	 LORD	 delights	 in	 you,	 and
your	land	shall	be	married.

Isaiah	62:10	Go	through,	go	through	the	gates!	Prepare	the	way	for	the	people;
build	 up,	 build	 up	 the	 highway!	 Take	 out	 the	 stones,	 lift	 up	 a	 banner	 for	 the
peoples!	11	Indeed	the	LORD	has	proclaimed	to	 the	end	of	 the	world:	“Say	to
the	 daughter	 of	 Zion,	 ‘Surely	 your	 salvation	 is	 coming;	 behold,	His	 reward	 is
with	Him,	 and	His	work	 before	Him.’”	 12	And	 they	 shall	 call	 them	The	Holy
People,	The	Redeemed	of	the	LORD;	and	you	shall	be	called	Sought	Out,	A	City
Not	Forsaken.

Jeremiah	33:16	 ‘In	 those	days	Judah	will	be	 saved,	and	Jerusalem	will	dwell
safely.	 And	 this	 is	 the	 name	 by	 which	 she	 will	 be	 called:	 THE	 LORD	 OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.’

Revelation	2:17	“He	who	has	an	ear,	 let	him	hear	what	 the	Spirit	 says	 to	 the
Churches.	To	him	who	overcomes	I	will	give	some	of	 the	hidden	manna	to	eat.
And	I	will	give	him	a	white	stone,	and	on	the	stone	a	new	name	written	which	no
one	knows	except	him	who	receives	it.”

88.39	There	will	be	watchmen	on	the	walls	of

Jerusalem	who	will	speak	of	the	LORD

When	will	those	watchmen	be	on	the	walls	of	Jerusalem?	Will	they	be	there	now
already?	No,	the	prophet	Isaiah	is	speaking	about	the	time	of	the	Millennium	to
come.	 Then	 Israel	 will	 repent,	 Jerusalem	 be	 rebuilt	 and	 Jerusalem	 be	 saved.
Jerusalem	will	be	made	a	praise	in	the	earth.

The	LORD	has	done	it	for	the	eyes	of	all	the	nations.	The	Messiah	will	rule	as
King!

The	nations	will	pretend	(or	not	pretend)	that	they	worship	the	Messiah.

In	that	day,	there	will	be	watchmen	on	the	walls	of	Jerusalem,	night	and	day,	and
they	will	call	the	nations	to	repent	and	worship	the	Messiah.



Just	as	Zechariah,	as	a	watchman	of	the	house	of	Israel,	had	to	call	the	people	to
repent	of	their	evil	and	idolatrous	ways.

Isaiah	52:8	Your	watchmen	shall	lift	up	their	voices,	with	their	voices	they	shall
sing	together;	for	they	shall	see	eye	to	eye	when	the	LORD	brings	back	Zion.	9
Break	forth	into	joy,	sing	together,	you	waste	places	of	Jerusalem!	For	the	LORD
has	comforted	His	people,	He	has	redeemed	Jerusalem.	10	The	LORD	has	made
bare	His	holy	arm	 in	 the	eyes	of	all	 the	nations;	and	all	 the	ends	of	 the	earth
shall	see	the	salvation	of	our	God.

Isaiah	62:6	I	have	set	watchmen	on	your	walls,	O	Jerusalem;	 they	shall	never
hold	their	peace	day	or	night.	You	who	make	mention	of	the	LORD,	do	not	keep
silent,	7	and	give	Him	no	rest	till	He	establishes	and	till	He	makes	Jerusalem	a
praise	in	the	earth.	(…)	10	Go	through,	go	through	the	gates!	Prepare	the	way
for	 the	 people;	 build	 up,	 build	 up	 the	 highway!	 Take	 out	 the	 stones,	 lift	 up	 a
banner	 for	 the	peoples!	11	 Indeed	 the	LORD	has	proclaimed	 to	 the	end	of	 the
world:	“Say	to	 the	daughter	of	Zion,	‘Surely	your	salvation	is	coming;	behold,
His	reward	is	with	Him,	and	His	work	before	Him.’”	12	And	they	shall	call	them
The	Holy	People,	The	Redeemed	of	 the	LORD;	and	you	shall	be	called	Sought
Out,	A	City	Not	Forsaken.

Zechariah	3:7	Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	‘If	you	will	walk	in	My	ways,	and
if	you	will	keep	My	command,	then	you	shall	also	judge	My	house,	and	likewise
have	charge	of	My	courts;	I	will	give	you	places	to	walk	among	these	who	stand
here.’

88.40	The	LORD	has	sworn	He	will	not	be	angry

anymore

In	 that	day,	when	the	LORD	has	healed	Israel’s	obstinacy,	when	His	Spirit	has
been	poured	out	on	all	Israelis,	when	they	love	Him	as	their	God,	the	LORD	will
not	be	angry	anymore	at	His	people.	His	anger	will	not	be	needed	anymore	since
they	 no	 longer	 serve	 the	 idols,	 but	 the	God	 of	 their	 fathers–the	God	who	will
love	 them	 of	 His	 own	 volition.	 So	 there	 will	 be	 no	 reason	whatsoever	 in	 the
people	themselves	why	the	LORD	will	love	them.	He	loves	His	people,	but	it	is
pure	grace.	The	people	have	not	deserved	anything.

Isaiah	54:9	“For	this	is	like	the	waters	of	Noah	to	Me;	for	as	I	have	sworn	that
the	 waters	 of	 Noah	 would	 no	 longer	 cover	 the	 earth,	 so	 have	 I	 sworn	 that	 I
would	not	be	angry	with	you,	nor	rebuke	you.”



Isaiah	57:14	And	one	shall	say,	“Heap	it	up!	Heap	it	up!	Prepare	the	way,	take
the	stumbling	block	out	of	the	way	of	My	people.”	15	For	thus	says	the	High	and
Lofty	One	Who	inhabits	eternity,	whose	name	is	Holy:	“I	dwell	in	the	high	and
holy	place,	with	him	who	has	a	contrite	and	humble	spirit,	to	revive	the	spirit	of
the	humble,	and	to	revive	the	heart	of	the	contrite	ones.	16	For	I	will	not	contend
forever,	nor	will	I	always	be	angry;	for	the	spirit	would	fail	before	Me,	and	the
souls	which	I	have	made.	17	For	the	iniquity	of	his	covetousness	I	was	angry	and
struck	him;	I	hid	and	was	angry,	and	he	went	on	backsliding	in	 the	way	of	his
heart.”

Hosea	14:4	“I	will	heal	their	backsliding,	I	will	love	them	freely,	for	My	anger
has	turned	away	from	him.	5	I	will	be	like	the	dew	to	Israel;	He	shall	grow	like
the	 lily,	 and	 lengthen	his	 roots	 like	Lebanon.	6	His	branches	 shall	 spread;	his
beauty	shall	be	like	an	olive	tree,	and	his	fragrance	like	Lebanon.	7	Those	who
dwell	under	his	shadow	shall	return;	They	shall	be	revived	like	grain,	and	grow
like	a	vine.	Their	scent	shall	be	like	the	wine	of	Lebanon.	8	Ephraim	shall	say,
‘What	have	I	 to	do	anymore	with	 idols?’	 I	have	heard	and	observed	him.	 I	am
like	a	green	cypress	tree;	your	fruit	is	found	in	Me.”

88.41	The	Light	will	rise	for	Israel	if	there	is

care	for	the	neighbor	and	oppressed

In	that	day,	the	whole	of	Israel	will	be	saved.	Are	there	conditions	attached	to	it?
When	the	verses	6	through	10	of	Isaiah	58	are	read	superficially,	it	appears	like
that.	 But	 these	 verses	 must	 be	 read	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	 many	 other	 verses
dealing	with	the	coming	Millennium,	with	Israel’s	repentance	and	salvation.

There	 are	no	conditions	 attached	 to	God’s	 election,	 anyway	not	 anymore	now.
That	used	 to	be	so,	and	 is	still	so,	as	 long	as	 the	people	 live	under	 the	Law	of
Moses.	In	that	day,	the	people	will	no	longer	live	under	the	Law	of	Moses,	but
under	 the	grace	of	 their	Messiah,	whom	they	have	got	 to	know	as	 the	Messiah
Who	has	also	died	for	their	sins	on	the	cross.

In	Isaiah	58,	it	is	pointed	out	at	them	how	they	should	treat	their	neighbor.	But
once	 the	 Light	 has	 broken	 through,	 once	 the	 Morning	 Star	 has	 risen	 in	 their
hearts,	Isaiah	58	will	become	reality.

Isaiah	 58:6	 “Is	 this	 not	 the	 fast	 that	 I	 have	 chosen:	 To	 loose	 the	 bonds	 of
wickedness,	to	undo	the	heavy	burdens,	to	let	the	oppressed	go	free,	and	that	you
break	every	yoke?	7	Is	it	not	to	share	your	bread	with	the	hungry,	and	that	you



bring	to	your	house	the	poor	who	are	cast	out;	when	you	see	the	naked,	that	you
cover	him,	and	not	hide	yourself	 from	your	own	 flesh?	8	Then	your	 light	shall
break	forth	like	the	morning,	your	healing	shall	spring	forth	speedily,	and	your
righteousness	 shall	 go	 before	 you;	 the	 glory	 of	 the	 LORD	 shall	 be	 your	 rear
guard.	9	Then	you	shall	call,	and	the	LORD	will	answer;	you	shall	cry,	and	He
will	say,	‘Here	I	am.’	If	you	take	away	the	yoke	from	your	midst,	the	pointing	of
the	finger,	and	speaking	wickedness,	10	if	you	extend	your	soul	to	the	hungry	and
satisfy	 the	 afflicted	 soul,	 then	 your	 light	 shall	 dawn	 in	 the	 darkness,	 and	 your
darkness	shall	be	as	the	noonday.”

Isaiah	61:8	“For	I,	the	LORD,	love	justice;	I	hate	robbery	for	burnt	offering;	I
will	direct	their	work	in	truth,	and	will	make	with	them	an	everlasting	covenant.
9	 Their	 descendants	 shall	 be	 known	 among	 the	 Gentiles,	 and	 their	 offspring
among	the	people.	All	who	see	them	shall	acknowledge	them,	 that	 they	are	the
posterity	whom	the	LORD	has	blessed.”

Zechariah	8:16	“‘These	are	the	things	you	shall	do:	Speak	each	man	the	truth
to	his	neighbor;	give	judgment	in	your	gates	for	truth,	justice,	and	peace;	17	let
none	of	 you	 think	evil	 in	 your	heart	against	 your	neighbor;	and	do	not	 love	a
false	 oath.	 For	 all	 these	 are	 things	 that	 I	 hate,’	 says	 the	 LORD.”18	 Then	 the
word	 of	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts	 came	 to	me,	 saying,	 19	 “Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of
hosts:	‘The	fast	of	the	fourth	month,	the	fast	of	the	fifth,	the	fast	of	the	seventh,
and	 the	 fast	of	 the	 tenth,	 shall	be	 joy	and	gladness	and	cheerful	 feasts	 for	 the
house	of	Judah.	Therefore	love	truth	and	peace.’”

88.42	The	LORD	has	sworn:	never	will	I	give	your

grain	and	wine	to	enemies	and	strangers

In	the	time	of	the	Tanakh,	Israel	was	quite	often	tormented	by	its	enemies,	or	the
land	was	occupied	and	 the	people	were	either	 carried	off	 in	 exile	or	 scattered.
And	the	produce	of	the	land	went	to	their	enemies.

However,	the	LORD	has	sworn	that	in	that	day,	the	day	of	the	Millennium,	this
will	never	happen	anymore,	but	 the	opposite	will	happen.	Isaiah	61:6	says	that
they	will	eat	the	riches	of	the	Gentiles!

Isaiah	 62:8	 The	 LORD	 has	 sworn	 by	 His	 right	 hand	 and	 by	 the	 arm	 of	 His
strength:	“Surely	I	will	no	longer	give	your	grain	as	food	for	your	enemies;	and
the	 sons	 of	 the	 foreigner	 shall	 not	 drink	 your	 new	 wine,	 for	 which	 you	 have
labored.	 9	But	 those	who	 have	 gathered	 it	 shall	 eat	 it,	 and	 praise	 the	 LORD;



those	who	have	brought	it	together	shall	drink	it	in	My	holy	courts.”

88.43	If	Israel	keeps	the	sabbath,	it	will	enjoy	the	land	of	the	fathers
In	 that	 day,	 this	promise	will	 be	 fulfilled.	 In	our	days,	 the	 sabbath	 is	 not	 fully
kept.	For	this	reason,	the	next	verse	is	not	yet	fulfilled	either.	However,	this	will
certainly	 happen	 in	 that	 day	 of	 the	 Millennium.	 The	 sabbath	 is	 an	 eternal
institution,	a	statute	that	will	remain	in	force	forever	(Leviticus	16:31).	Keeping
the	 sabbath	 is	 one	 of	 the	 major	 statutes	 of	 the	 LORD.	 Israel	 has	 often
transgressed	this	statute,	which	was	the	cause	of	their	being	exiled	to	Babylon.
But	in	that	day,	the	people	will	fully	keep	the	sabbath	in	the	way	the	LORD	has
meant	it.

Isaiah	 58:13	“If	 you	 turn	 away	 your	 foot	 from	 the	 Sabbath,	 from	 doing	 your
pleasure	 on	My	 holy	 day,	 and	 call	 the	 Sabbath	 a	 delight,	 the	 holy	 day	 of	 the
LORD	honorable,	and	shall	honor	Him,	not	doing	your	own	ways,	nor	 finding
your	 own	 pleasure,	 nor	 speaking	 your	 own	 words,	 14	 then	 you	 shall	 delight
yourself	in	the	LORD;	and	I	will	cause	you	to	ride	on	the	high	hills	of	the	earth,
and	feed	you	with	the	heritage	of	Jacob	your	father.	The	mouth	of	the	LORD	has
spoken.”

88.44	 The	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 will	 not	 come	 to	 mind	 nor	 will	 it	 be
remembered

Initially,	 the	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 was	 placed	 in	 the	 tabernacle,	 first	 in	 the
wilderness	and	later	in	Jerusalem.	The	mercy	seat	was	placed	on	the	ark;	it	was
the	place	where	the	sins	of	the	people	had	to	be	reconciled	by	way	of	the	blood
of	bulls	and	goats.

Because	 of	 the	 Messiah’s	 sacrifice,	 it	 was	 no	 longer	 necessary	 to	 sacrifice
animals.	For	 that	matter,	 the	ark	had	not	been	present	 in	 the	 temple	 for	a	 long
time	anymore.	With	the	capture	of	the	temple	by	the	Chaldeans,	the	ark	was	also
taken	away	and	never	ever	did	it	return.

Possibly	there	are	still	Jewish	people	today	who	think	back	longingly	to	the	ark.
But	the	LORD	says	that	in	that	day	nobody	will	remember	the	ark	anymore.	The
old	has	passed	away,	the	New	Covenant	has	come	into	effect.

In	Revelation	11,	we	read	once	again	of	the	ark	of	the	covenant.	It	appears	to	be
in	heaven–but	it	is	the	heavenly	ark	of	which	the	earthly	one	was	a	portrayal.

Images	of	the	heavenly	things	were	shown	to	Moses.



Jeremiah	 3:16	 “Then	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass,	 when	 you	 are	 multiplied	 and
increased	 in	 the	 land	 in	 those	 days,”	 says	 the	 LORD,	 “that	 they	 will	 say	 no
more,	‘The	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD.’	It	shall	not	come	to	mind,	nor	shall
they	remember	it,	nor	shall	they	visit	it,	nor	shall	it	be	made	anymore.”

Revelation	11:19	Then	the	temple	of	God	was	opened	in	heaven,	and	the	ark	of
His	 covenant	 was	 seen	 in	 His	 temple.	 And	 there	 were	 lightnings,	 noises,
thunderings,	an	earthquake,	and	great	hail.

88.45	There	will	be	blessing	for	the	land,	for	people	and	animals

In	the	above,	we	discussed	many	blessings.	The	blessings	will	be	so	great	and	so
many	that	they	are	hard	to	describe.	The	blessings	involve	people,	animals	and
land–in	 short:	 everything	 is	 blessed.	 The	 blessings	 are	 both	 spiritual	 and
material.	Israel’s	repentance	and	the	forgiveness	of	their	sins	are	followed	by	all
kinds	 of	 material	 blessings.	 And	 the	 LORD	 is	 not	 a	 sparing	 God.	 On	 the
contrary.	 They	 will	 receive	 an	 abundance	 of	 blessings	 from	 the	 hand	 of	 their
God.

Isaiah	65:8	Thus	says	the	LORD:	“As	the	new	wine	is	found	in	the	cluster,	and
one	says,	‘Do	not	destroy	it,	for	a	blessing	is	in	it,’	so	will	I	do	for	My	servants’
sake,	 that	 I	 may	 not	 destroy	 them	 all.	 9	 I	 will	 bring	 forth	 descendants	 from
Jacob,	and	 from	Judah	an	heir	of	My	mountains;	my	elect	shall	 inherit	 it,	and
My	servants	shall	dwell	there.	10	Sharon	shall	be	a	fold	of	flocks,	and	the	Valley
of	Achor	a	place	for	herds	to	lie	down,	for	My	people	who	have	sought	Me.”

Ezekiel	34:29	‘“I	will	raise	up	for	them	a	garden	of	renown,	and	they	shall	no
longer	be	consumed	with	hunger	in	the	land,	nor	bear	the	shame	of	the	Gentiles
anymore.	30	Thus	 they	 shall	 know	 that	 I,	 the	LORD	 their	God,	am	with	 them,
and	they,	the	house	of	Israel,	are	My	people,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.’

Ezekiel	36:29	“I	will	deliver	you	from	all	your	uncleannesses.	I	will	call	for	the
grain	and	multiply	it,	and	bring	no	famine	upon	you.	30	And	I	will	multiply	the
fruit	of	your	trees	and	the	increase	of	your	fields,	so	that	you	need	never	again
bear	the	reproach	of	famine	among	the	nations.”

88.46	The	LORD	has	grieved	much	for	His	people’s	disobedience

With	 the	 words	 from	 Jeremiah	 3:19,	 the	 LORD	 shows	 us	 His	 hope	 and
expectation.	He	hoped	and	expected	Israel	to	return	to	Him.	It	must	have	grieved
the	LORD	 that	 Israel	did	not	 repent	and	continued	 to	 serve	other	gods	 (idols),



while	He	stretched	out	His	hands	all	day	long	to	welcome	His	people.	See	also
Isaiah	65:2;	Jeremiah	3:4;	Jeremiah	31:20	and	Hosea	11:8.

Jeremiah	3:19	“But	I	said:	‘How	can	I	put	you	among	the	children	and	give	you
a	pleasant	 land,	a	beautiful	heritage	of	 the	hosts	of	nations?’	And	I	 said:	 ‘You
shall	call	Me,	“My	Father,”	and	not	turn	away	from	Me.’”

88.47	A	Fountain	will	be	opened	for	sin	and	un	cleanness

Who	or	what	is	this	Fountain	for	sin	in	that	day?	John	1:29	states	that	John	the
Baptist	points	to	the	Messiah	Jesus	as	the	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin
of	 the	 world.	 By	way	 of	 repentance	 and	 regeneration	 people	 can	 be	 cleansed
from	all	sin	through	His	blood	that	cleanses	from	all	sin.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	the
great	Restrainer	of	 sin	 (2Thessalonians	2:3-9).	The	Holy	Spirit	 is	 the	Fountain
for	sin	and	uncleanness.	The	Messiah	is	the	Fountain,	the	Source	of	living	water.
He	gives	living	water	(John	4:13-14).

Ezekiel	36:25	“Then	I	will	sprinkle	clean	water	on	you,	and	you	shall	be	clean;
I	will	cleanse	you	from	all	your	filthiness	and	from	all	your	idols.”

Zechariah	13:1	“In	that	day	a	fountain	shall	be	opened	for	the	house	of	David
and	for	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem,	for	sin	and	for	uncleanness.”

John	1:29	The	next	day	John	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him,	and	said,	“Behold!
The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world!”

Titus	3:4	But	when	 the	 kindness	 and	 the	 love	 of	God	 our	 Savior	 toward	man
appeared,	5	not	by	works	of	righteousness	which	we	have	done,	but	according	to
His	mercy	He	saved	us,	through	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewing	of	the
Holy	Spirit,	6	whom	He	poured	out	on	us	abundantly	through	Jesus	Christ	our
Savior.

88.48	All	sons	of	Israel	will	be	disciples	of	the	LORD

They–i.e.,	the	sons,	the	men	of	Israel–will	have	been	taught	by	God.	And	if	they
have	 been	 taught	 by	God,	 they	will	 all	 come	 to	 the	Messiah.	 That	 will	 bring
them	the	biggest	happiness	there	is	on	this	earth.	The	prophet	calls	it	salvation,
blissfulness.

But	 they	may	 not	 keep	 it	 to	 themselves,	 for	 the	Word	 of	 the	 LORD	must	 be
proclaimed	 to	 all	 nations	who	 each	 year	 go	 up	 to	 Jerusalem.	 For	 out	 of	 Zion
(Jerusalem)	 will	 go	 forth	 the	 law	 and	 the	 word	 of	 the	 LORD.	 They	 will	 be



watchmen	on	the	walls	of	Jerusalem	and	call	the	nations	to	repent	and	to	subject
to	the	Messiah	of	Israel.

Isaiah	 2:3	Many	 people	 shall	 come	 and	 say,	 “Come,	 and	 let	 us	 go	 up	 to	 the
mountain	of	the	LORD,	to	the	house	of	the	God	of	Jacob;	He	will	teach	us	His
ways,	and	we	shall	walk	 in	His	paths.”	For	out	of	Zion	shall	go	 forth	 the	 law,
and	the	word	of	the	LORD	from	Jerusalem.

Isaiah	54:13	All	your	children	shall	be	taught	by	the	LORD,	and	great	shall	be
the	 peace	 of	 your	 children.	 14	 In	 righteousness	 you	 shall	 be	 established;	 you
shall	be	far	from	oppression,	for	you	shall	not	fear;	and	from	terror,	for	it	shall
not	come	near	you.

Jeremiah	31:34	“No	more	shall	every	man	 teach	his	neighbor,	and	every	man
his	brother,	saying,	‘Know	the	LORD,’	for	they	all	shall	know	Me,	from	the	least
of	them	to	the	greatest	of	them,	says	the	LORD.	For	I	will	forgive	their	iniquity,
and	their	sin	I	will	remember	no	more.”

John	6:45	“It	is	written	in	the	prophets,	‘And	they	shall	all	be	taught	by	God.’
Therefore	everyone	who	has	heard	and	learned	from	the	Father	comes	to	Me.”

88.49	There	will	be	shepherds	after	God’s	heart	to	feed	His	people,	and	the
bringers	of	good	tidings

In	 Ezekiel	 34,	 the	 LORD	 complains	 about	 Israel’s	 bad	 shepherds.	 The	 sheep
have	scattered	because	 there	are	no	good	shepherds–scattered	across	 the	whole
earth–and	there	is	nobody	who	asks	after	them,	nobody	who	looks	out	for	them
to	seek	what	is	good	for	them.

The	shepherds	have	fed	themselves,	says	the	LORD,	and	not	the	sheep	that	were
entrusted	 to	 their	 care.	But	 the	LORD	will	demand	 the	 sheep	 from	 their	hand.
This	 means	 that	 the	 LORD	 will	 hold	 those	 shepherds	 responsible	 for	 the
destruction	of	His	sheep.	What	should	 the	shepherds	have	done?	The	same	the
LORD	will	do	Himself	later.	It’s	all	written	in:

Ezekiel	34:16	“I	will	seek	what	was	lost	and	bring	back	what	was	driven	away,
bind	up	the	broken	and	strengthen	what	was	sick;	but	I	will	destroy	the	fat	and
the	strong,	and	feed	them	in	judgment.”

In	 our	 days,	Churches	 formulate	 policy	 plans	 and	 creeds	 and	 so	 on.	 I	wonder
whether	Ezekiel	34:16	has	also	been	included	in	them–except	for	wiping	out	the
fat	and	the	strong.	We	must	leave	it	to	the	LORD.



Jeremiah	 3:14	 “Return,	 O	 backsliding	 children,”	 says	 the	 LORD;	 “for	 I	 am
married	to	you.	I	will	take	you,	one	from	a	city	and	two	from	a	family,	and	I	will
bring	you	to	Zion.	15	And	I	will	give	you	shepherds	according	to	My	heart,	who
will	feed	you	with	knowledge	and	understanding.”

Jeremiah	23:4	“I	will	set	up	shepherds	over	them	who	will	feed	them;	and	they
shall	fear	no	more,	nor	be	dismayed,	nor	shall	they	be	lacking,”	says	the	LORD.

Ezekiel	34:14	“I	will	 feed	them	in	good	pasture,	and	their	fold	shall	be	on	the
high	mountains	of	 Israel.	There	 they	shall	 lie	down	 in	a	good	 fold	and	 feed	 in
rich	pasture	on	the	mountains	of	Israel.	15	I	will	feed	My	flock,	and	I	will	make
them	 lie	 down,”	 says	 the	Lord	GOD.	16	“I	will	 seek	what	was	 lost	 and	bring
back	what	was	driven	away,	bind	up	the	broken	and	strengthen	what	was	sick;
but	 I	will	 destroy	 the	 fat	 and	 the	 strong,	 and	 feed	 them	 in	 judgment.”	 (…)	 20
‘Therefore	 thus	 says	 the	 Lord	 GOD	 to	 them:	 “Behold,	 I	 Myself	 will	 judge
between	the	fat	and	the	lean	sheep.	21	Because	you	have	pushed	with	side	and
shoulder,	butted	all	the	weak	ones	with	your	horns,	and	scattered	them	abroad,
22	therefore	I	will	save	My	flock,	and	they	shall	no	longer	be	a	prey;	and	I	will
judge	between	sheep	and	sheep.	23	I	will	establish	one	shepherd	over	them,	and
he	 shall	 feed	 them	 --	 My	 servant	 David.	 He	 shall	 feed	 them	 and	 be	 their
shepherd.	24	And	I,	the	LORD,	will	be	their	God,	and	My	servant	David	a	prince
among	them;	I,	 the	LORD,	have	spoken.	 (…)	31	You	are	My	flock,	 the	 flock	of
My	pasture;	you	are	men,	and	I	am	your	God,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Zechariah	10:3	“My	anger	is	kindled	against	 the	shepherds,	and	I	will	punish
the	goatherds.	For	 the	LORD	of	hosts	will	 visit	His	 flock,	 the	house	of	 Judah,
and	will	make	them	as	His	royal	horse	in	the	battle.”

88.50	The	people	of	Israel	will	be	crown	jewels	of	their	God
The	prophet	Isaiah	also	speaks	about	an	elegant	crown.	Israel	will	be	an	elegant
crown	and	a	royal	turban	in	the	hand	of	the	LORD	God.	This	indicates	how	high
Israel’s	 position	will	 be	when	 the	 people	 have	 repented	 to	 the	 LORD	 and	 the
Messiah	Jesus	is	King	over	them.	Once	more,	Israel	will	become	the	bride,	the
wife	of	God–as	Israel	used	to	be	before	breaking	the	covenant	with	God.	Now
they	 are	 re-united.	 What	 a	 great	 happiness!	 They	 will	 radiate	 and	 shine	 like
jewels	in	a	crown,	and	this	will	draw	nations	to	go	up	to	Jerusalem.

Isaiah	60:3	The	Gentiles	shall	come	to	your	light,	and	kings	to	the	brightness	of
your	rising.



Zechariah	9:16	The	LORD	their	God	will	save	them	in	that	day,	as	the	flock	of
His	people.	For	they	shall	be	like	the	jewels	of	a	crown,	lifted	like	a	banner	over
His	land–17	for	how	great	is	its	goodness	and	how	great	its	beauty!	Grain	shall
make	the	young	men	thrive,	and	new	wine	the	young	women.



89.	Israel	will	be	God´s	eternal	bride
The	 LORD	 God	 has	 made	 an	 agreement	 with	 Israel.	 The	 LORD	 Himself
compares	this	agreement	with	a	relationship	between	a	man	and	a	woman.	It	is	a
metaphor,	imagery,	that	wants	to	make	something	clear.	A	metaphor,	however,	is
limited	figurative	language.	It	is	not	intended	to	be	fantasized	about.	The	plan	of
the	LORD	 is	 that	 this	 relationship	will	 also	be	 fruitful.	From	 this	 relationship,
the	Messiah	will	be	born	Who	will	save	His	people	from	their	sins.	Thanks	to	the
LORD’s	 one-sided	 eternal	 faithfulness	 this	 is	 going	 to	 happen–despite	 Israel’s
unfaithfulness.	 The	 Messiah	 Jesus	 is	 born	 from	 the	 virgin	 Mary,	 the	 most
beautiful	fruit	a	woman	can	ever	produce	on	this	earth.	The	relationship	between
the	Messiah	 Jesus	 and	 the	people	of	 Israel	 is	 a	mother	 /	Son	 relationship.	The
relationship	 between	 God	 the	 Father	 and	 the	 covenant	 people	 of	 Israel	 is	 a
Husband	 /	 wife	 relationship.	 Therefore,	 at	 the	 second	 coming	 of	 the	Messiah
Jesus,	Israel	will	sound	a	lamentation	as	about	an	“only	child”.	This	is	stated	in:

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,
and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.”

For	then	they	will	discover	that	they	had	rejected	the	“Son”	Who	was	born	from
them.

Revelation	12,	the	center	of	the	entire	salvation	history,	speaks	about	the	woman
(Israel)	delivering	a	Son	(the	Messiah).

Revelation	12:4b	(…)	And	the	dragon	stood	before	the	woman	who	was	ready
to	 give	 birth,	 to	 devour	 her	Child	 as	 soon	 as	 it	was	 born.	 5	 She	 bore	 a	male
Child	who	was	to	rule	all	nations	with	a	rod	of	iron.	And	her	Child	was	caught
up	to	God	and	His	throne.

On	the	beginning	of	the	relationship	between	God	and	Israel:

Ezekiel	16:8	“When	 I	passed	by	you	again	and	 looked	upon	you,	 indeed	your
time	 was	 the	 time	 of	 love;	 so	 I	 spread	 My	 wing	 over	 you	 and	 covered	 your
nakedness.	Yes,	I	swore	an	oath	to	you	and	entered	into	a	covenant	with	you,	and
you	became	Mine,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

When	Israel	started	to	commit	adultery,	God	cast	His	mind	back	to	the	time	of



the	 first	days	of	marriage,	after	 the	 lawmaking	on	Mount	Sinai,	 the	making	of
the	covenant,	and	the	journey	through	the	wilderness:

Jeremiah	2:2	“Go	and	cry	in	the	hearing	of	Jerusalem,	saying,	‘Thus	says	the
LORD:	“I	remember	you,	the	kindness	of	your	youth,	the	love	of	your	betrothal,
when	 you	 went	 after	Me	 in	 the	 wilderness,	 in	 a	 land	 not	 sown.	 3	 Israel	 was
holiness	 to	 the	 LORD,	 the	 firstfruits	 of	His	 increase.	 All	 that	 devour	 him	will
offend;	disaster	will	come	upon	them,”	says	the	LORD.’”

Israel	 was	 God’s	 wife.	 That’s	 how	 God	 Himself	 called	 His	 people	 in	 the
beginning	of	His	election	of	Israel.	In	Jeremiah	32:32,	the	LORD	confirms	that
He	had	married	Israel,	but	 through	disobedience	and	transgression	of	all	God’s
commandments,	 Israel	 has	 left	 her	 God	 (Husband).	 Israel	 has	 committed
adultery	and	chased	other	gods.	That	is	why	God	has	left	Israel	for	a	short	time
because	of	being	angry	at	her.	Now	Israel	is	like	a	wife	without	a	Husband,	and
God	calls	her	an	abandoned	person.

In	Isaiah	54,	God	promises	that	He	will	take	Israel	once	more	as	a	wife.	God	will
betroth	Israel	once	again,	forever.

Israel	will	even	forget	the	shame	of	her	sins	and	no	longer	think	of	the	indignity
and	misery	of	her	being	abandoned.	Then	the	LORD	will	be	merciful	upon	Israel
again	with	eternal	mercy.	This	will	happen	at	 the	beginning	of	 the	Millennium
when	the	entire	remnant	of	Israel	will	repent.	Once	again,	the	LORD	will	betroth
Israel	forever.	She	will	not	commit	adultery	anymore	and	God	will	once	again	be
the	Husband	of	the	wife	Israel.

In	 the	verses	below,	God	confirms	 that	 Israel	 is	 the	married	one	 and	 that	God
will	be	happy	about	her	like	a	bridegroom	about	a	bride.	Here	it	does	not	say	that
Israel	is	the	bride.	She	is	the	‘wife’	of	the	Lord,	the	woman	of	the	youth.	That	is
why	it	is	called	adultery	when	Israel	starts	chasing	and	serving	other	gods.	Other
names	for	Israel	that	we	find	in	the	Scripture	are:	‘the	virgin’,	‘the	daughter	of
Zion’,	‘the	daughter	of	Jerusalem’	(Isaiah	37:22).

Isaiah	54:4	“Do	not	fear,	for	you	will	not	be	ashamed;	neither	be	disgraced,	for
you	will	not	be	put	 to	shame;	 for	you	will	 forget	 the	shame	of	your	youth,	and
will	not	remember	the	reproach	of	your	widowhood	anymore.	5	For	your	Maker
is	your	husband,	the	LORD	of	hosts	is	His	name;	and	your	Redeemer	is	the	Holy
One	 of	 Israel;	He	 is	 called	 the	God	 of	 the	whole	 earth.	 6	For	 the	 LORD	has
called	you	like	a	woman	forsaken	and	grieved	in	spirit,	like	a	youthful	wife	when



you	were	refused,”	says	your	God.	7	“For	a	mere	moment	I	have	forsaken	you,
but	with	great	mercies	I	will	gather	you.	8	With	a	little	wrath	I	hid	My	face	from
you	for	a	moment;	but	with	everlasting	kindness	I	will	have	mercy	on	you,”	says
the	LORD,	your	Redeemer.

Isaiah	62:4	You	 shall	 no	 longer	 be	 termed	Forsaken,	 nor	 shall	 your	 land	any
more	 be	 termed	 Desolate;	 but	 you	 shall	 be	 called	 Hephzibah,	 and	 your	 land
Beulah;	for	the	LORD	delights	in	you,	and	your	land	shall	be	married.	5	For	as
a	 young	 man	 marries	 a	 virgin,	 so	 shall	 your	 sons	 marry	 you;	 and	 as	 the
bridegroom	rejoices	over	the	bride,	so	shall	your	God	rejoice	over	you.

Jeremiah	 31:31	 “Behold,	 the	 days	 are	 coming,	 says	 the	 LORD,	 when	 I	 will
make	a	new	covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	and	with	the	house	of	Judah–32
not	according	to	the	covenant	that	I	made	with	their	fathers	in	the	day	that	I	took
them	by	the	hand	to	lead	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	My	covenant	which	they
broke,	though	I	was	a	husband	to	them,	says	the	LORD.”

In	 Hosea	 2:13-22,	 the	 LORD	 elaborates	 on	 how	 this	 is	 going	 to	 be	 later–to
betroth	Israel	again,	to	betroth	this	people	again.	It	sounds	like	a	love	story,	but
then	one	of	heavenly	order.	The	LORD	will	lure	her	into	the	wilderness,	speak	to
her	heart,	so	that	she	will	give	her	heart	again	to	the	LORD,	and	not	to	idols	like
Baal.	The	LORD	will	give	her	fruitful	land	to	live	in,	vineyards	etc.	and	she	will
not	be	troubled	anymore	by	war	with	her	enemies	or	by	wild	animals.	And	Israel
will	sing	again	as	she	used	to	sing	after	they	had	been	saved	from	Egypt.	Then
they	sang	Moses’	song.	Israel	will	once	again	be	God’s	Bride	and	will	be	joined
by	 faithfulness	 to	God	as	 “wife”	 forever.	How	glorious	 are	 these	promises	 for
Israel.	And	the	LORD	does	what	He	has	promised.

Hosea	 2:14	 “Therefore,	 behold,	 I	 will	 allure	 her,	 will	 bring	 her	 into	 the
wilderness,	and	speak	comfort	to	her.	15	I	will	give	her	her	vineyards	from	there,
and	the	Valley	of	Achor	as	a	door	of	hope;	she	shall	sing	there,	as	in	the	days	of
her	 youth,	 as	 in	 the	 day	when	 she	 came	up	 from	 the	 land	of	Egypt.	 16	And	 it
shall	be,	in	that	day,”	says	the	LORD,	“that	you	will	call	Me	‘My	Husband,’	and
no	longer	call	Me	‘My	Master,’	17	for	I	will	 take	from	her	mouth	the	names	of
the	Baals,	and	they	shall	be	remembered	by	their	name	no	more.	18	In	that	day	I
will	make	a	covenant	for	them	with	the	beasts	of	the	field,	with	the	birds	of	the
air,	and	with	 the	creeping	things	of	 the	ground.	Bow	and	sword	of	battle	I	will
shatter	from	the	earth,	to	make	them	lie	down	safely.	19	I	will	betroth	you	to	Me
forever;	 Yes,	 I	 will	 betroth	 you	 to	 Me	 in	 righteousness	 and	 justice,	 in



lovingkindness	and	mercy;	20	I	will	betroth	you	 to	Me	 in	 faithfulness,	and	you
shall	know	the	LORD.	21	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	I	will	answer,”
says	the	LORD;	“I	will	answer	the	heavens,	and	they	shall	answer	the	earth.	22
The	 earth	 shall	 answer	 with	 grain,	 with	 new	 wine,	 and	 with	 oil;	 they	 shall
answer	Jezreel.	23	Then	I	will	sow	her	for	Myself	 in	the	earth,	and	I	will	have
mercy	on	her	who	had	not	obtained	mercy;	then	I	will	say	to	those	who	were	not
My	people,	‘You	are	My	people!’	and	they	shall	say,	‘You	are	my	God!’”

Hosea	3	describes	the	time	before	Israel	is	again	betrothed.

Israel	is	living	in	that	time	now	which	means	that	the	prophecy	is	very	topical.
Israel	 is	 now	 living	 in	 the	 many	 days	 in	 which	 the	 people	 have	 no	 king,	 no
sacrifices,	no	priests	with	an	ephod,	the	Urim	and	the	Thummim.

But	it	is	very	remarkable	that	they	will	not	worship	other	gods	either.	Israel,	as	a
wife,	 will	 have	 no	 other	 husband.	 To	 give	 an	 example:	 they	 will	 not	 start
worshipping	the	Allah	of	the	Muslims.	But	the	LORD	will	not	yet	come	to	them
either.	 They	 have	 to	 wait	 until	 the	 time	 of	 repentance.	 At	 that	 time	 God	will
accept	Israel	again.	Trembling	will	come	to	Him–trembling	because	of	their	sins.
But	 the	 LORD	 encourages	 them	 by	 saying	 that	 they	 will	 then	 come	 to	 His
salvation.	Only	God	can	provide	forgiveness,	salvation,	joy	and	refuge.

Salvation	 indicates	 the	 salvation	 that	 is	 present	 in	 the	Messiah	 Jesus,	 the	 Son
born	 from	 them.	 In	 the	 future,	 when	 the	 Messiah,	 the	 Son	Whom	 they	 have
rejected,	returns	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,	they	will	accept	the	Son	of	God,	Who
is	born	from	them,	the	great	Son	of	David,	as	their	Savior,	their	Redeemer,	their
King.	In	this	way,	Israel	will	be	reconciled	with	God	the	Father,	and	will	again
be	the	‘wife’	of	God,	the	eternal	bride.

Hosea	3:1	Then	the	LORD	said	to	me,	“Go	again,	love	a	woman	who	is	loved	by
a	 lover	 and	 is	 committing	 adultery,	 just	 like	 the	 love	 of	 the	 LORD	 for	 the
children	 of	 Israel,	 who	 look	 to	 other	 gods	 and	 love	 the	 raisin	 cakes	 of	 the
pagans.”	2	So	I	bought	her	for	myself	for	fifteen	shekels	of	silver,	and	one	and
one-half	 homers	 of	 barley.	 3	And	 I	 said	 to	 her,	 “You	 shall	 stay	with	me	many
days;	you	shall	not	play	the	harlot,	nor	shall	you	have	a	man	--	so,	too,	will	I	be
toward	you.”	4	For	the	children	of	Israel	shall	abide	many	days	without	king	or
prince,	 without	 sacrifice	 or	 sacred	 pillar,	 without	 ephod	 or	 teraphim.	 5
Afterward	the	children	of	Israel	shall	return	and	seek	the	LORD	their	God	and
David	their	king.	They	shall	fear	the	LORD	and	His	goodness	in	the	latter	days.



90	The	second	coming	of	the	Messiah
on	the	Mount	of	Olives
When	 will	 the	 Messiah	 come?	We	 cannot	 find	 an	 exact	 point	 in	 time	 in	 the
Word.

Jesus	 says:	 “But	 of	 that	 day	 and	 hour	 no	 one	 knows,	 not	 even	 the	 angels	 of
heaven,	but	My	Father	only”	(Matthew	24:36).	But	God	has	not	left	us	without
clear	indications;	He	gave	us	the	signs	of	the	times.

Political	signs:

Establishment	of	the	state	of	Israel	(Ezekiel	37:1-14,	Luke	21:29-32)

Liberation	of	Jerusalem	(Luke	21:24;	Revelation	11:2)

Wars	and	commotions	(Luke	21:9-10)

Economic	signs:

Plagues	and	famines	(Matthew	24:7)

Geological	signs:

Earthquakes	(Luke	21:11)

Flood	tides	and	floodings	(Luke	21:25)

Astronomic	signs

Signs	in	the	sun,	in	the	moon	and	in	the	stars	(Luke	21:25)

Powers	of	the	heavens	shaking	(Luke	21:26)

Psychological	signs:

Distress,	anxiety	and	fear	(Luke	21:25,26)

Moral	signs:

Situations	as	in	Sodom	(Luke	17:26-30;	Genesis	19:4-9)

Wickedness	(2Timothy	3:1-5;	Jude	1:14-16)

Lawlessness	abounding	(Matthew	24:12)



Life	as	in	the	days	of	Noah	(Matthew	24:37-38)

Spiritual	signs:

The	Gospel	being	preached	in	all	the	world	(Matthew	24:14)

Those	who	believe	in	Jesus	being	persecuted	(Matthew	24:9-10)

False	messiahs	and	prophets	rising	up	(Matthew	24:5,	11,	24)

Delusions	and	deceptions	strongly	increasing	(2Thessalonians	2:9-11;	2Timothy
4:3-4)

Unbelief	increasing	(Luke	18:8;	1Timothy	4:1)

Apostasy	and	derision	increasing	(2	Thessalonians	2:3;	2Peter3:3)

The	man	of	sin	 is	going	 to	 rule	 (2Thessalonians	2:3-4;	Matthew	24:15;	Daniel
9:27;	Daniel	11:31;	Daniel	12:11;	Revelation	13:5-7)

These	 are	 the	 beginning	 of	 sorrows	 (Matthew	 24:8),	 which	 are	 signs	 of	 the
coming	of	the	Messiah–also	according	to	the	Talmud.

Luke	21:28	“Now	when	these	things	begin	to	happen,	look	up	and	lift	up	your
heads,	because	your	redemption	draws	near.”

The	Lord	Jesus	ascended	to	heaven	from	the	Mount	of	Olives,	on	the	east	side	of
Jerusalem.	The	prophet	Ezekiel	saw	His	return	from	the	same	direction.

This	 is	 a	prophecy	 in	 symbolic	 language,	but	at	 the	Messiah	 Jesus’s	ascension
the	angels	announced	 the	same	 to	His	disciples.	He	will	not	only	 return	 in	 the
same	way,	but	also	at	the	same	place.

It	is	the	place	where	He	also	shed	tears	over	Jerusalem’s	impenitence.

He	will	return	there	with	honor	and	majesty.

There	is	expectation	of	the	Messiah	among	the	Jewish	rabbis,	but	they	expect	the
Messiah’s	first	coming.	This	Messiah	will	then	be	King	over	Israel,	but	they	do
not	consider	Him	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	Maimonides	(1135-1204),	rabbi	Moshe,
son	of	Maimon,	one	of	Israel’s	greatest	scholars	and	a	medical	man,	says,	‘Ani
ma’amien…	I	believe	with	a	full	heart	in	the	coming	of	the	Masjiach,	and	even
though	 he	 may	 tarry,	 I	 will	 wait	 for	 him	 on	 any	 day	 that	 He	 may	 come.’
However,	they	do	not	expect	the	Messiah	Jesus,	God’s	Son.

The	 idea	 of	 a	 temporary	 Messianic	 kingdom	 was	 not	 developed	 within



Christianity,	 but	 already	 occurred	 in	 the	 Jewish	 apocalyptical	 literature	 (e.g.	 4
Ezra	and	1	Enoch).	This	idea	was	strongly	affected	by	their	longing	that	one	day
Israel	 would	 exist	 once	 again	 as	 an	 independent	 state.	 For	 example,	 1	 Enoch
speaks	of	a	seven-week	period	after	which	there	will	be	a	temporary	Messianic
Kingdom,	to	be	followed	by	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth.

The	 return	 of	 Jesus	 the	Messiah	 has	 great	 consequences	 for	 Israel’s	 believing
remnant,	as	it	does	for	Jerusalem	and	its	surroundings.

It	 will	 be	 a	 day	 in	 which	 there	 will	 be	 no	 precious	 light,	 but	 also	 no	 pitch-
darkness.

Zechariah	14:6	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	there	will	be	no	light;	the
lights	will	diminish.	7	It	shall	be	one	day	which	is	known	to	the	LORD	--	neither
day	nor	night.	But	at	evening	time	it	shall	happen	that	it	will	be	light.

Isaiah	60:1	Arise,	shine;	for	your	light	has	come!	And	the	glory	of	the	LORD	is
risen	 upon	 you.	 2	 For	 behold,	 the	 darkness	 shall	 cover	 the	 earth,	 and	 deep
darkness	 the	people;	 but	 the	LORD	will	 arise	over	 you,	 and	His	glory	will	 be
seen	 upon	 you.	 3	 The	 Gentiles	 shall	 come	 to	 your	 light,	 and	 kings	 to	 the
brightness	of	your	rising.

Jerusalem	and	Israel	will	no	 longer	need	walls	 to	protect	 them	against	 terrorist
attacks.	The	LORD	Himself	will	be	a	wall	of	fire	around	them

Zechariah	 2:4	 “(…)	 saying:	 ‘Jerusalem	 shall	 be	 inhabited	 as	 towns	 without
walls,	 because	 of	 the	 multitude	 of	 men	 and	 livestock	 in	 it.	 5	 For	 I,’	 says	 the
LORD,	 ‘will	 be	 a	 wall	 of	 fire	 all	 around	 her,	 and	 I	 will	 be	 the	 glory	 in	 her
midst.’”

Then	will	be	fulfilled	the	words	from	Proverbs	4:18:	“But	the	path	of	the	just	is
like	the	shining	sun,	that	shines	ever	brighter	unto	the	perfect	day.”

In	 that	 day,	 the	 LORD	 will	 take	 upon	 Himself	 the	 control	 of	 Israel	 and	 the
nations.	And	the	nations	who	have	been	left	of	all	the	nations	that	came	against
Jerusalem,	will	go	up	from	year	to	year	to	worship	the	King,	the	Messiah	Jesus,
and	to	keep	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	(Zechariah	14:16).

The	LORD	already	made	known	to	Moses	what	will	happen	in	that	day:

Deuteronomy	33:2	And	he	said:	“The	LORD	came	from	Sinai,	and	dawned	on
them	 from	 Seir;	 He	 shone	 forth	 from	 Mount	 Paran,	 and	 He	 came	 with	 ten



thousands	of	 saints;	 from	His	right	hand	came	a	 fiery	 law	 for	 them.	3	Yes,	He
loves	 the	 people;	 all	His	 saints	 are	 in	 Your	 hand;	 they	 sit	 down	 at	 Your	 feet;
everyone	receives	Your	words.	(…)	29	Happy	are	you,	O	Israel!	Who	is	like	you,
a	 people	 saved	 by	 the	 LORD,	 the	 shield	 of	 your	 help	 and	 the	 sword	 of	 your
majesty!	Your	enemies	shall	submit	to	you,	and	you	shall	tread	down	their	high
places.”

In	Psalm	48,	the	LORD	gives	us	already	a	magnificent	picture	of	how	it	will	be
in	 the	Messianic	Kingdom,	after	 the	Great	Tribulation–when	 the	enemies	have
been	startled	and	defeated	by	the	Messiah,	the	great	King,	and	when	He	will	live
and	rule	as	King	among	His	people,	the	Jewish	people:

Psalm	48:1	The	Glory	of	God	 in	Zion.	A	Song.	A	Psalm	of	 the	sons	of	Korah.
Great	is	the	LORD,	and	greatly	to	be	praised	in	the	city	of	our	God,	in	His	holy
mountain.	2	Beautiful	in	elevation,	the	joy	of	the	whole	earth,	is	Mount	Zion	on
the	sides	of	the	north,	the	city	of	the	great	King.	3	God	is	in	her	palaces;	He	is
known	as	her	refuge.	4	For	behold,	the	kings	assembled,	they	passed	by	together.
5	They	saw	it,	and	so	they	marveled;	they	were	troubled,	they	hastened	away.	6
Fear	took	hold	of	them	there,	and	pain,	as	of	a	woman	in	birth	pangs,	7	as	when
You	break	 the	 ships	of	Tarshish	with	an	east	wind.	8	As	we	have	heard,	 so	we
have	 seen	 in	 the	 city	 of	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts,	 in	 the	 city	 of	 our	God:	God	will
establish	it	forever.	Selah	9	We	have	thought,	O	God,	on	Your	lovingkindness,	in
the	midst	of	Your	temple.	10	According	to	Your	name,	O	God,	so	is	Your	praise	to
the	ends	of	the	earth;	your	right	hand	is	full	of	righteousness.	11	Let	Mount	Zion
rejoice,	let	the	daughters	of	Judah	be	glad,	because	of	Your	judgments.	12	Walk
about	 Zion,	 and	 go	 all	 around	 her.	 Count	 her	 towers;	 13	 mark	 well	 her
bulwarks;	consider	her	palaces;	that	you	may	tell	it	to	the	generation	following.
14	 For	 this	 is	God,	Our	God	 forever	 and	 ever;	He	will	 be	 our	 guide	 even	 to
death.

Psalm	110:5	The	Lord	is	at	Your	right	hand;	He	shall	execute	kings	in	the	day	of
His	wrath.	6	He	shall	judge	among	the	nations,	He	shall	fill	the	places	with	dead
bodies,	He	shall	execute	the	heads	of	many	countries.

In	 particular	 the	 nations	 that	 robbed	 and	 did	 wrong	 to	 Israel	 will	 not	 escape
punishment.	 After	 the	 Messiah	 has	 returned	 to	 earth	 and	 received	 honor	 and
glory,	 He	 will	 assume	His	 dominion	 over	 the	 nations.	 The	 prophet	 Zechariah
speaks	about	this	in	Chapter	2:8:	“For	thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	He	sent	Me
after	glory,	to	the	nations	which	plunder	you;	for	he	who	touches	you	touches	the



apple	 of	His	 eye.”	 In	my	 opinion,	 this	 is	 one	 of	 the	 best	 translations	 for	 this
verse.

Daniel	7:13	“I	was	watching	in	the	night	visions,	and	behold,	One	like	the	Son
of	Man,	coming	with	the	clouds	of	heaven!	He	came	to	the	Ancient	of	Days,	and
they	 brought	Him	 near	 before	Him.	 14	 Then	 to	Him	was	 given	 dominion	 and
glory	and	a	kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages	should	serve	Him.
His	 dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting	 dominion,	which	 shall	 not	 pass	 away,	 and	His
kingdom	the	one	which	shall	not	be	destroyed.”

Zechariah	12:10	“And	I	will	pour	on	the	house	of	David	and	on	the	inhabitants
of	 Jerusalem	 the	 Spirit	 of	 grace	 and	 supplication;	 then	 they	 will	 look	 on	Me
whom	they	pierced.	Yes,	they	will	mourn	for	Him	as	one	mourns	for	his	only	son,
and	grieve	for	Him	as	one	grieves	for	a	firstborn.”

Rabbi	A.J.	Rosenberg	says	in	The	Book	of	the	Twelve	Prophets	that	Zechariah
12:10	 deals	 with	 Messiah	 the	 son	 of	 Joseph.	 In	 the	 Talmud,	 this	 verse	 is
explained	 as	 speaking	 about	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Messiah;	 it	 also	 states	 that	 the
Messiah,	 who	 was	 pierced	 as	 a	 martyr,	 will	 be	 the	 Messiah	 son	 of	 Joseph
(Sukkah	52a).	When	the	rabbis	teach	that	the	suffering	servant	stated	in	Isaiah	53
is	the	Jewish	people,	they	deviate	from	the	doctrine	of	the	Talmud.

According	to	Zechariah	14,	prior	to	the	coming	of	the	Messiah	Jesus,	there	will
be	a	heavy	battle	against	Jerusalem.	This	battle	will	start	with	Gog	and	Magog
attacking	Israel	and	Jerusalem,	and	end	with	 the	fighting	of	all	Gentile	nations
against	Jerusalem.	The	city	will	then	feel	very	anxious,	and	many	will	flee	to	the
wilderness.	However,	at	the	height	of	the	battle	the	Messiah	Jesus	will	return	on
the	Mount	of	Olives,	destroy	the	Gentile	nations,	and	the	remnant	of	Israel	will
be	protected	by	the	Messiah,	their	King,	and	be	saved.

Zechariah	12:2	“Behold,	I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	cup	of	drunkenness	to	all	the
surrounding	peoples,	when	they	lay	siege	against	Judah	and	Jerusalem.	3	And	it
shall	happen	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	make	Jerusalem	a	very	heavy	stone	 for	all
peoples;	 all	 who	would	 heave	 it	 away	will	 surely	 be	 cut	 in	 pieces,	 though	 all
nations	of	 the	earth	are	gathered	against	 it.	4	In	that	day,”	says	the	LORD,	“I
will	strike	every	horse	with	confusion,	and	its	rider	with	madness;	I	will	open	My
eyes	 on	 the	 house	 of	 Judah,	 and	 will	 strike	 every	 horse	 of	 the	 peoples	 with
blindness.	 5	 And	 the	 governors	 of	 Judah	 shall	 say	 in	 their	 heart,	 ‘The
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	are	my	strength	in	the	LORD	of	hosts,	their	God.’	6	In
that	day	I	will	make	the	governors	of	Judah	like	a	firepan	in	the	woodpile,	and



like	a	fiery	torch	in	the	sheaves;	they	shall	devour	all	the	surrounding	peoples	on
the	right	hand	and	on	the	left,	but	Jerusalem	shall	be	inhabited	again	in	her	own
place	 --	 Jerusalem.	7	The	LORD	will	 save	 the	 tents	of	 Judah	 first,	 so	 that	 the
glory	of	the	house	of	David	and	the	glory	of	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	shall
not	become	greater	than	that	of	Judah.	8	In	that	day	the	LORD	will	defend	the
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem;	the	one	who	is	feeble	among	them	in	that	day	shall	be
like	David,	and	the	house	of	David	shall	be	like	God,	like	the	Angel	of	the	LORD
before	 them.	9	 It	 shall	be	 in	 that	day	 that	 I	will	 seek	 to	destroy	all	 the	nations
that	come	against	Jerusalem.”

Zechariah	14:1	Behold,	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	coming,	and	your	spoil	will	be
divided	 in	 your	 midst.	 2	 For	 I	 will	 gather	 all	 the	 nations	 to	 battle	 against
Jerusalem;	 the	 city	 shall	 be	 taken,	 the	houses	 rifled,	 and	 the	women	 ravished.
Half	of	the	city	shall	go	into	captivity,	but	the	remnant	of	the	people	shall	not	be
cut	 off	 from	 the	 city.	 3	 Then	 the	 LORD	 will	 go	 forth	 and	 fight	 against	 those
nations,	as	He	fights	in	the	day	of	battle.	4	And	in	that	day	His	feet	will	stand	on
the	Mount	of	Olives,	which	faces	Jerusalem	on	the	east.	And	the	Mount	of	Olives
shall	be	split	 in	 two,	 from	east	 to	west,	making	a	very	 large	valley;	half	of	 the
mountain	 shall	move	 toward	 the	north	and	half	of	 it	 toward	 the	 south.	5	Then
you	shall	flee	through	My	mountain	valley,	for	the	mountain	valley	shall	reach	to
Azal.	Yes,	you	shall	 flee	as	you	 fled	 from	the	earthquake	 in	 the	days	of	Uzziah
king	of	Judah.	Thus	the	LORD	my	God	will	come,	and	all	the	saints	with	You.

Malachi	3:2	“But	who	can	endure	the	day	of	His	coming?	And	who	can	stand
when	He	appears?	For	He	is	like	a	refiner’s	fire	and	like	launderer’s	soap.	3	He
will	sit	as	a	refiner	and	a	purifier	of	silver;	He	will	purify	the	sons	of	Levi,	and
purge	 them	as	gold	and	silver,	 that	 they	may	offer	 to	 the	LORD	an	offering	 in
righteousness.	4	Then	 the	offering	of	 Judah	and	Jerusalem	will	be	pleasant	 to
the	LORD,	as	in	the	days	of	old,	as	in	former	years.	5	And	I	will	come	near	you
for	 judgment;	 I	 will	 be	 a	 swift	 witness	 against	 sorcerers,	 against	 adulterers,
against	 perjurers,	 against	 those	 who	 exploit	 wage	 earners	 and	 widows	 and
orphans,	and	against	those	who	turn	away	an	alien	--	because	they	do	not	fear
Me,”	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.	6	“For	I	am	the	LORD,	I	do	not	change;	therefore
you	are	not	consumed,	O	sons	of	Jacob.”

Matthew	26:64	Jesus	said	to	him,	“It	is	as	you	said.	Nevertheless,	I	say	to	you,
hereafter	you	will	see	the	Son	of	Man	sitting	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Power,	and
coming	on	the	clouds	of	heaven.”



See	also	Mark	14:62.

Luke	21:25	“And	there	will	be	signs	in	the	sun,	in	the	moon,	and	in	the	stars;
and	 on	 the	 earth	 distress	 of	 nations,	 with	 perplexity,	 the	 sea	 and	 the	 waves
roaring;	 26	“men’s	 hearts	 failing	 them	 from	 fear	 and	 the	 expectation	 of	 those
things	which	are	coming	on	the	earth,	for	the	powers	of	heaven	will	be	shaken.
27	Then	they	will	see	the	Son	of	Man	coming	in	a	cloud	with	power	and	great
glory.	28	Now	when	these	things	begin	to	happen,	look	up	and	lift	up	your	heads,
because	your	redemption	draws	near.”

Acts	1:9	Now	when	He	 had	 spoken	 these	 things,	while	 they	watched,	He	was
taken	up,	and	a	cloud	received	Him	out	of	their	sight.	10	And	while	they	looked
steadfastly	 toward	 heaven	 as	 He	 went	 up,	 behold,	 two	 men	 stood	 by	 them	 in
white	apparel,	11	who	also	said,	“Men	of	Galilee,	why	do	you	stand	gazing	up
into	heaven?	This	same	Jesus,	who	was	taken	up	from	you	into	heaven,	will	so
come	in	like	manner	as	you	saw	Him	go	into	heaven.”

Acts	3:19	“Repent	therefore	and	be	converted,	that	your	sins	may	be	blotted	out,
so	that	times	of	refreshing	may	come	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	20	and	that
He	may	 send	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	preached	 to	 you	before,	21	whom	heaven
must	receive	until	the	times	of	restoration	of	all	things,	which	God	has	spoken	by
the	mouth	of	all	His	holy	prophets	since	the	world	began.”

Revelation	1:7	Behold,	He	is	coming	with	clouds,	and	every	eye	will	see	Him,
even	they	who	pierced	Him.	And	all	the	tribes	of	the	earth	will	mourn	because	of
Him.	Even	so,	Amen.



91.	The	prophecy	of	an	earthly
Messianic	Kingdom
Introduction

According	 to	 Revelation	 20,	 this	Messianic	Kingdom	will	 last	 for	 a	 thousand
years.

Throughout	 the	 centuries,	 the	 expectation	 of	 the	 second	 coming	 of	 the	 Lord
Jesus	 has	 not	 always	 be	 very	 strong.	 On	 the	 contrary.	 This	 expectation	 has
always	been	subjected	 to	pressure,	and	satan	has	done	his	utmost	 to	make	 this
expectation	 completely	 evaporate–in	which	 he	 succeeded	 only	 partially.	 There
have	always	been	believers	and	groups	of	believers	who	kept	the	expectation	of
the	Lord’s	return	alive,	and	this	on	Biblical	grounds.

In	his	speech	(sermon),	the	apostle	Peter	confirms	in	Acts	3:21	that	all	prophets
have	 spoken	 about	 the	 future	 of	 the	Lord.	And	 in	 his	 sermon	 in	Acts	 2,	Peter
himself	 also	 speaks	 about	 the	 future	 of	 the	 Lord,	 while	 repeating	 what	 the
prophets	have	said	about	the	day	of	the	Lord.

In	his	evangelistic	preaching,	the	apostle	Paul	mentions	that	the	second	coming
is	one	of	the	major	reasons	for	the	Greeks	to	repent	(Acts	17:31).

In	Scripture,	the	coming	of	the	Messiah	comprises	various	stages.	In	Psalm	40,
we	 learn,	 “Behold,	 I	 come.”	 The	Messiah	 has	 come	 as	 the	 ‘Good	 Shepherd’
(John	 10:11),	 Who	 gave	 His	 life	 for	 His	 sheep.	 After	 His	 resurrection,	 He
appeared	as	the	‘Great	Shepherd’:

Hebrews	13:20	Now	may	the	God	of	peace	who	brought	up	our	Lord	Jesus	from
the	dead,	that	great	Shepherd	of	the	sheep,	through	the	blood	of	the	everlasting
covenant	(…)

Romans	 8:34	 (…)	 who	 is	 even	 at	 the	 right	 hand	 of	 God,	 who	 also	 makes
intercession	for	us.

Later	He	will	 return	as	 the	‘Chief	Shepherd’	 to	hand	out	 the	crown	of	glory	 to
His	sheep,	the	crown	that	does	not	fade	away	(1Peter	5:4).

If	the	expectation	of	the	second	coming	of	the	Lord	Jesus	lacks	in	our	preaching,
this	has	far-reaching	consequences	for	the	individual	believer	and	the	Church.



The	 longing	for	His	 return	brings	us	closer	 to	 the	Word	of	God,	closer	 to	God
Himself,	 closer	 to	 the	 Lord	 Jesus,	 closer	 to	 God’s	 people,	 and	 closer	 to	 the
people	who	are	in	danger	of	being	lost.

The	 longing	 for	His	 return	 also	disconnects	 us	more	 from	 the	world,	 from	 sin
and	from	our	own	‘self’.	If	our	own	‘self’	still	predominates,	if	we	have	not	died
with	Jesus	and	risen	to	a	new	life,	we	stand	in	the	way	of	our	own	happiness	and
that	of	others.	Egoism	is	bad	for	ourselves	and	our	fellow-men.

Currently,	there	is	no	big	expectation	of	His	return,	anyway	not	in	the	way	as	the
Scripture	informs	us.	The	creeds	of	the	Churches	do	speak	about	the	Lord	Jesus’
return,	but	only	that	He	will	return	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	These	creeds
do	not	mention	 the	rapture	of	 the	Church,	 the	following	Great	Tribulation,	and
the	coming	of	the	Lord	Jesus	to	establish	the	Thousand-Year	Reign	during	which
period	satan	will	be	bound.

In	the	later	Roman	Catholic	and	Eastern	Orthodox	theology,	this	Millennium	is
understood	as	a	figurative	reflection	of	the	previous	eras	in	which	the	Church	of
Christ	 triumphs	 on	 earth.	 Although	 Scripture	 is	 quite	 clear	 about	 a	 first
resurrection	 and	 a	 second	 resurrection,	 this	 evident	 fact	 is	 not	 found	 in	 any
creed.

These	 gaps	 in	 the	 creeds,	 and	 thus	 in	 the	 preaching,	 have	 had	 a	 very	 adverse
effect	 on	 the	 spiritual	 life,	 and	 still	 have.	 I	 have	discovered	 that	 these	parts	 of
Scripture	 are	 not	 only	 lacking	 in	 the	 Reformed	 creeds,	 in	 the	 Westminster
Confession	and	in	the	1689	Confession	of	Faith,	but	also	in	the	creeds/statutes	of
many	Evangelical	and	Baptist	Churches.

Apart	from	the	factors	I	mentioned	above,	these	gaps	also	influence	our	attitude
towards	Israel,	the	Jewish	people.	If	there	is	not	going	to	be	a	Millennium,	many
Bible	 verses	 have	 no	 value	 whatsoever	 anymore–unless	 everything	 is
spiritualized	 and	 applied	 to	 the	 Church.	 Countless	 Bible	 verses	 deal	 with	 the
future	kingdom	of	the	Messiah	on	earth,	and	many	verses	with	the	return	of	the
Jewish	 people	 to	 the	 land	 promised	 to	 the	 fathers,	 with	 the	 restoration	 of	 the
land,	with	 the	 restoration	 of	 Jerusalem	 as	 the	 city	 of	 the	Great	King,	with	 the
repentance	of	the	Jewish	people	and	the	consequences	of	their	repentance.

Before	World	War	II,	the	Churches	did	not	expect	the	return	of	the	Jewish	people
to	 the	 Promised	 Land	 either,	 since	 in	 their	 opinion	 the	 Church	 had	 replaced
Israel.	Replacement	theology	in	optima	forma!	However,	there	were	exceptions.



However,	the	replacement	theology	is	still	alive	and	kicking	in	the	Churches.	In
point	of	fact,	no	Millennium	implies	no	future	for	Israel.

In	 the	 first	 few	 centuries	 of	 the	Church,	 there	was	 little	 difference	 of	 opinion
about	 the	 return	of	 the	Lord	Jesus.	 Jerome,	who	 lived	 in	 the	 fifth	century,	was
not	 an	 adherent	 of	 the	 Millennium.	 Yet	 he	 recognized	 that	 the	 Christians	 in
Palestine	 generally	 supported	 chiliasm.	He	 said	 for	 example	 that	 he	 could	 not
condemn	them	because	many	men	and	martyrs	had	believed	these	matters,	and
that	 if	 he	 would	 take	 the	 Revelation	 to	 John	 literally,	 he	 would	 come	 on	 the
Jewish	 vestige	 of	 millennial	 belief.	 But	 if	 he	 understood	 this	 revelation
spiritually,	as	it	is	meant,	he	would	seem	to	conflict	with	the	views	of	many	early
Church	fathers.

Jerome	did	not	condemn	these	people	as	heretics	and	recognized	the	conflict	that
his	 view	 entailed.	 It	 is	 remarkable	 to	 see	 that	 according	 to	 him	 chiliasm	 is	 of
Jewish	 origin.	 Of	 course	 that	 is	 correct:	 the	 entire	 Bible	 is	 of	 Jewish	 origin.
Everybody	was	 of	 Jewish	 origin:	 the	 Lord	 Jesus,	 the	 prophets,	 the	 apostles…
And	by	way	of	the	Jewish	people,	the	Gospel	was	spread	throughout	the	world!
In	 the	 first	 three	 centuries,	 the	 Church	 fathers	 made	 various	 endorsing
testimonies	concerning	chiliasm.

Barnabas,	probably	Paul’s	co-worker,	left	a	letter	in	which	he	makes	a	stand	for
the	literal	view	of	the	Millennium.

Clement,	 a	 co-worker	 of	 Paul	 and	 John,	 said	 that	 ‘the	 apostles	 went	 forth
proclaiming	that	the	kingdom	was	at	hand.’

Papias	 (1st	 century),	 a	 pupil	 of	 the	 apostle	 John,	 stated:	 “There	 will	 be	 a
millennium	 after	 the	 resurrection	 from	 the	 dead,	 when	 the	 personal	 reign	 of
Christ	will	be	established	on	this	earth.”

Polycarp	(1st	 century)	 said:	 “If	we	 obey	Christ	 and	 please	Him	 in	 this	 present
age,	we	shall	receive	the	Age	to	Come.	He	will	raise	us	from	the	dead,	and	we
shall	live	and	reign	with	Him.	The	saints	shall	judge	the	world.”

In	 defense	 of	 chiliasm,	 Polycarp’s	 pupil	 Irenaeus	 (2nd	 century)	 referred	 to
prophetic	 statements	 such	 as	 Isaiah	 11:6	 and	 Isaiah	 65:25	 which	 deal	 with,
among	other	things,	the	wolf	and	the	lamb	grazing	together.	He	also	referred	to
the	 words	 spoken	 by	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 in	 Matthew	 26:29	 and	 by	 Paul	 in
1Corinthians	 15:25-58.	Within	 a	 short	 period	 of	 time,	 he	 expected	 a	 complete
Christ	rule	on	earth	in	Jerusalem,	where	the	saints	would	rule	with	Him.



In	 his	 doctoral	 thesis	 on	 the	 Millennium,	 Dr.	 W.S.C.	 Deyll	 (pastor	 of	 the
Wallonian	Church)	said	that	“during	the	first	four	centuries,	practically	until	the
time	 of	 Augustine,	 the	 doctrine	 of	 the	 Millennium	 was	 one	 of	 the	 favorite
dogmas	of	the	entire	Church–even	to	the	extent	that	Justin	Martyr	stated	that,	as
far	 as	 he	 knew	 the	 Roman	Catholic	 Church,	 chiliasm	was	 the	 dominant	 view
held	 in	 this	 Church.”	 The	 rejection	 could	 only	 be	 considered	 to	 be	 a
rapprochement	 with	 the	 ‘gnostic’	 concepts.	 (In	 the	 first	 few	 centuries,
Gnosticism	and	orthodoxy	were	polar	opposites.	Gnosticism	is	an	umbrella	term
for	 various	 religious	 movements	 which	 emphasized	 mystical	 and	 secret
knowledge	revealed	to	chosen	people.)

Justin	was	 ten	 years	 old	when	 John	 died.	He	was	 a	man	with	 a	 philosophical
education.	 In	 his	 famous	dialogue	with	Trypho,	 a	 Jewish	man,	 he	 says	 among
other	things:	“But	I	and	others,	who	are	right-minded	Christians	on	all	issues,	are
assured	 there	 will	 be	 a	 resurrection	 of	 the	 dead,	 and	 a	 thousand	 years	 in
Jerusalem,	which	will	then	be	built,	adorned,	and	enlarged.”

Furthermore	 he	 says:	 “Without	 exception,	 the	 earliest	 Christian	 Church	 took
over	the	chiliasm	of	the	apocalypse	which	so	beautifully	agreed	with	its	wishes.
Revelation	20	remained	the	connection	point	and	argument	for	all	who	sooner	or
later	embraced	the	doctrine	of	the	Millennium,	in	whatever	form.”

Comenius	said	about	Justin	the	Martyr	that	he	expressed	that	in	his	time	faith	in
a	millennium	was	shared	by	all	Christians.	In	the	year	141,	this	Justin	handed	an
apology	on	the	Christian	faith	to	emperor	Antonius	Pius.

At	the	conclusion	of	the	Didache	(the	so-called	Doctrine	of	the	Twelve	Apostles,
an	 apocryphal	writing)	 there	 is	mention	 of	 a	 double	 resurrection	 and	 a	 double
return	of	the	Messiah.

It	is	remarkable	that,	although	Origen	is	in	general	considered	a	heretic,	one	uses
his	opposition	to	chiliasm	as	an	argument	against	chiliasm.

Also	Augustine	joined	battle	against	chiliasm.	He	saw	Constantine’s	conversion
to	Christianity	and	his	victory	over	the	heathen	as	the	coming	of	the	Millennium.
Due	 to	 his	 powerful	 influence,	 the	 doctrine	 of	 chiliasm	 faded	 entirely	 in	 the
background,	although	it	was	quite	generally	accepted	in	the	Churches	during	the
first	 three	 centuries.	Augustine	was	 of	 the	 opinion	 that	 Christ’s	 reign	was	 the
Church.

Right	up	to	the	Reformation,	Augustine’s	view	and	that	of	the	Roman	Catholic



Church	 remained	 the	 prevailing	 view	 of	 the	 Church.	 But	 even	 after	 the
Reformation,	we	 see	hardly	any	change	 in	 it;	 it	 still	 is	 the	view	 in	 the	Roman
Catholic	and	Reformed	Churches	up	to	this	very	day.

After	 the	 Reformation,	 there	 have	 always	 been	 people	 who	 believed	 in	 a
millennium.

For	example,	Prof.	J.H.	Gunning	worded	it	as	follows:	“Due	to	the	pining	away
of	the	Protestant	Churches,	the	Reformation	has	lost	its	look	into	the	future.	Its
creeds	practically	remain	silent	about	the	future	of	the	Lord.”

Through	 the	 ages,	 there	 have	 always	 been	 groups	 that	 held	 on	 to	 the	 literal
interpretation	of	the	Bible	with	respect	to	chiliasm:	the	Waldensians,	the	Cathars,
the	Apostle	Brethren,	and	followers	of	John	Wycliffe	and	Jan	Hus,	and	in	later
days	 the	 brethren	 of	 the	 Assembly	 of	 Believers	 and	 the	 Free	 Evangelical
Churches.

Dr.	H.	Bavinck	once	said:	“It	may	be	called	striking	 that	despite	 the	 important
position	that	the	name	‘Kingdom	of	God’	takes	in	the	Holy	Scripture,	this	term
has	 practically	 completely	 vanished	 from	 Protestant	 theology…	 Anyway,
eschatology	 is	 one	 of	 the	 least	 well	 thought-out	 and	 completed	 subjects	 in
Christian	dogmatics.”

Dr.	Abraham	Kuyper	argued:	“Our	reformed	theologians	have	greatly	neglected
this	subject	and	have	given	everybody	an	open	field	for	holding	on	to	their	own
view.	We	are	still	in	this	state	of	affairs.	In	all	Reformed	dogmatics,	this	topic	is
overlooked.”	Even	now	we	can	say	after	Dr.	Kuyper:	“We	are	still	in	this	state	of
affairs.”

In	 the	 seventeenth	 and	eighteenth	 century,	 there	were	various	 theologians	who
firmly	believed	in	a	future	restoration	of	Israel,	 though	not	all	shared	the	same
view.	 Also,	 their	 views	 on	 the	 rebuilding	 of	 the	 temple	 differed.	 Dr.	 M.	 van
Campen’s	book,	“Gans	Israël”	(Entire	Israel),	provides	ample	information	about
it.

In	 the	 Middle	 Ages,	 the	 Cathars,	 the	 Apostle	 Brethren,	 the	 Waldensians,
Wycliffe	and	Huss	had	positive	thoughts	on	Israel’s	restoration.

The	 Reformers	 Luther,	 Calvin	 and	 Melanchthon	 held	 on	 to	 Augustine’s
viewpoint	 and	 thus	 to	 the	 viewpoint	 of	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church	 and	 the
prevailing	replacement	theology.



After	the	Reformation,	we	see	a	number	of	theologians	who,	in	deviating	from
Calvin,	 did	 believe	 in	 an	 ethnic	 restoration	 of	 Israel,	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 Romans
11:26-36,	 but	 did	 not	 think	 of	 a	 literal	 return	 to	 Palestine.	Among	 them	were
Dutchmen	 like	 Voetius,	 Hoornbeeck,	 Ridderus,	 Hellenbroek,	 Jacobus	 Alting,
Henricus	Groenewegen,	David	Flud	van	Giff,	Franciscus	Burman	sr.,	Coccejus
and	Hero	Sibersma.	On	the	basis	of	Romans	11:26,	the	latter	two	believed	in	a
restoration	of	ethnic	Israel,	but	still	thought	that	‘entire	Israel’	is	the	Church	here.
To	a	greater	or	lesser	extent	however,	most	of	these	theologians	are	replacement
theologians	because	based	on	Romans	11	they	consider	‘entire	Israel’	 to	be	the
Church,	the	spiritual	Israel.	This	group	spiritualizes	the	prophecies	about	Israel.
Possibly,	 these	 theologians	 were	 influenced	 by	 the	 Reformers	 Martin	 Bucer,
Theodorus	Beza,	Franciscus	Junius,	Peter	Vermigh,	Andreas	Osiander	and	David
Paraeus.

There	is	a	second	group	that	in	conformity	with	Romans	11	also	views	Israel	as
an	 ethnic	 Israel,	 but	 also	 believes	 in	 a	 literal	 return	 of	 Israel	 to	 the	 Promised
Land:	a	national	restoration	of	the	state	of	Israel.	Not	all	of	them,	though,	believe
in	 the	 rebuilding	 of	 the	 temple	 according	 to	 Ezekiel	 40-48.	 They	 do	 not	 take
every	 prophecy	 on	 Israel	 literally.	 To	 this	 group	 we	 could	 reckon	 men	 like
Wilhelmus	 à	 Brakel,	 Jacobus	 Koelman,	 Sibersma,	 Henricus	 Groenewegen,
David	Flud	Van	Giff,	Friedrich	Adolph	Lampe	and	Joannes	Ernestus	Jungius.	In
Brakel’s	view,	the	Jews	will	first	return	and	then	repent.

There	 is	 another,	 a	 third,	 group	 that	 goes	 even	 further	 and	 also	 considers	 the
rebuilding	 of	 the	 temple	 possible,	 taking	 the	 relevant	 prophecies	more	 or	 less
literal.	 To	 this	 group	 belong	 theologians	 such	 as	 Theodorus	 van	 der	 Groe,
Jacobus	Alting,	 Joachim	Mobachius	 and	 the	Czech	 educator	 J.A.	Commenius.
However,	 the	 restoration	 of	 the	 sacrifices	 is	 particularly	 strained	 with	 all
Reformed	theologians.

After	 the	 Reformation,	 Dutch	 theologians	 may	 have	 been	 influenced	 by
international	 theologians.	 The	 following	 international	 theologians	 had	 positive
thoughts	of	a	possible	restoration	of	Israel	as	a	nation	in	a	kingdom	of	peace.

France:	Jean	de	Labadie,	Pierre	Jurieu,	Monod,	Godet,	Malan.

Germany:	Spener,	 Francke,	 Lavater,	 Jung-Stilling,	 Delitzsch,	 Kurt,	 Auberlin,
Johann	Albrecht	Bengel,	Johann	Piscator,	J.H.	Alsted.

America/England:	 Bonar,	 Simpson,	 Darby,	 McNeil,	 Spurgeon,	 Meijer,



Campbell,	 Morgan,	 Moody,	 Torrey,	 Dr.	 Seiss,	 Dr.	 Gordon,	 Dr.	 Gaebelein,
M’Cheyne,	 Thomas	 Chalmers,	 Whitefield,	 Thomas	 Brightman,	 Thomas
Goodwin,	Thomas	Boston,	Thomas	Sheppard,	George	Hutcheson,	 John	Owen,
William	Greenhill,	Samuel	Rutherford,	James	Durham,	William	Perkins	and	Sir
Henry	Finch.

Among	 later	 theologians	 in	 the	 Netherlands,	 the	 following	 people	 took	 the
prophecies	with	 respect	 to	 Israel	more	 or	 less	 literal,	 with	 one	 taking	 it	more
literally	than	the	other.

Among	them	we	also	find	a	number	of	Jews	who	believe	in	the	Messiah	Jesus:
Campegius	 Vitringa,	 Andreas	 Essenius,	 Salomon	 Duitsch,	 Da	 Costa,	 Witsius,
Bilderdijk,	 Alhard	 de	 Raedt,	 Van	 Oosterzee,	 Eversdijk,	 Curtenius,	 Looman,
Driessen,	E.	Gerdes,	Dr.	Doedes,	Dr.	Sipkes,	Rev.	J.	van	Andel,	Abr.	Capadose,
Willem	 de	 Clercq,	 J.H.	 Koenen,	 Joh.	 de	 Liefde,	 Hasebroek,	 Ten	 Kate,	 Dr.
Chantepie	de	la	Saussaye,	Bromet,	Ds.	Budding,	Ds.	Faure,	Ds.	Huet,	Prof.	J.H.
Gunning,	Rev.	E.N.	de	Jonge,	J.N.	Voorhoeve,	Jan	van	Andel	(1838-1910),	A.M.
Berkhoff	 (1885-1944),	A.M.J.	 Rottenberg	 (1890-1942),	 Johannes	 de	Heer	 and
Jacob	Klein	Haneveld.

The	coming	of	the	kingdom	of	the	Messiah	Jesus	on	earth

The	 kingdom	 of	 the	 Messiah	 is	 both	 temporary	 and	 everlasting.	 Finally,	 the
kingdom	of	the	Messiah	will	pass	into	the	kingdom	of	God	when	God	will	be	all
in	 all,	when	 the	Messiah	Himself	will	 be	 subjected	 to	 the	 Father.	 In	 this	 new
form,	His	kingdom	will	be	everlasting.

What	does	the	kingdom	of	the	Messiah	Jesus	imply?

91.1	The	last	aliyah	(return	of	the	Jews	to	Israel)	at	the	Messiah’s	return

91.2	Dominion	of	the	Messiah	over	the	earth

91.3	Temporarily,	satan	has	no	power	on	earth

91.4	The	saints	(the	Church)	will	reign	with	Christ	as	kings

91.5	Jerusalem	will	be	 the	city	of	 the	great	King;	 the	Messiah	will	be	King	 in
Zion

91.6	The	Messiah	will	also	be	Priest	forever,	according	to	the	order	of

Melchizedek



91.7	In	this	kingdom,	there	will	again	be	a	temple	and	a	throne

91.8	Israel	will	repent,	and	their	sins	will	be	forgiven

91.9	Israel’s	tribes	will	again	receive	their	inheritance

91.10	The	desert	will	blossom,	the	cities	be	rebuilt

91.11	Israel	has	an	earthly	task,	the	Church	a	heavenly	one

91.12	Israel	will	rule	over	the	foreigners	who	have	persecuted	them

91.13	Your	salvation	will	be	known	among	all	nations

91.14	The	nations	will	go	up	to	Jerusalem,	the	city	of	the	great	King

91.15	The	curse	on	the	earth	will	be	lifted

91.16	The	Messiah/King	will	make	the	wars	to	come	to	an	end

91.17	Introduction	to	an	even	greater	glory:	the	new	heaven	and	earth

91.18	God	will	be	justified	in	front	of	all	powers

91.19	Sin	is	caused	by	man’s	sinful	nature,	not	by	satan,	since	he	is	bound

Differences	between	the	situation	during	the	millennium	and	the	new	heaven	and
earth

Millennium New	heaven	and	earth

A	temple No	temple

Curse No	curse

A	sea	(Psalm	72:8) No	sea	(Revelation	22:5)

Satan	bound	in	the	pit Satan	in	the	pool	of	fire

Temporary	age	as	preparation Eternal	age

Sin	punished	by	death No	more	sin

Sin,	 sickness	 and	 death	 for	 unbelievers
(Isaiah	60:12;	65:20)

No	 more	 sin,	 sickness	 and	 death
(Revelation	21:4)



An	imperfect	world A	perfect	heaven	and	earth

1000	years	as	sabbath	(7th	day) No	more	age	(8th	day)	Tabernacles

Jewish	eschatology

The	most	important	tenets	of	Jewish	eschatology	are:

God	will	save,	liberate	Israel	by	way	of	a	new	exodus.

God	will	make	the	Jewish	people	return	to	the	land	of	Israel.

God	 will	 again	 establish	 the	 House	 of	 David	 and	 the	 Temple	 in
Jerusalem.

God	will	create	a	ruler	of	the	House	of	David,	e.g.	the	Jewish	Messiah,	to
lead	the	Jewish	people	and	the	world	in	an	age	of	peace	and	justice.

All	nations	will	recognize	that	the	God	of	Israel	is	the	only	true	God.

God	will	raise	the	dead.

God	will	create	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth.

They	also	believe	that	history	will	be	consummated	and	that	the	ultimate
destination	 will	 be	 reached	 as	 all	 the	 people	 return	 to	 ‘the	 garden	 of
Eden.’

Eschatological	views	of	the	Jewish	rabbis

In	this	Mishneh	Torah,	Maimonides	describes	the	Messianic	age	as	follows:

“And	at	that	time	there	will	be	no	hunger	or	war,	no	jealousy	or	rivalry.	For	the
good	will	be	plentiful,	and	all	delicacies	available	as	dust.	The	entire	occupation
of	 the	world	will	be	only	 to	know	God…	The	people	of	Israel	will	be	of	great
wisdom;	 they	will	 perceive	 the	 esoteric	 truths	 and	 comprehend	 their	Creator’s
wisdom	as	 is	 the	capacity	of	man.	As	 it	 is	written	 (Isaiah	11:9):	 ‘For	 the	earth
shall	be	full	of	the	knowledge	of	the	LORD,	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea.’”

Coming	of	the	Messianic	age

According	 to	 the	Talmud,	 the	Midrash	and	 the	Kabalistic	work,	 the	Zohar,	 the
‘deadline’	by	which	the	Messiah	must	come,	is	six	thousand	years	after	the	time
of	creation.	This	is	according	to	the	orthodox	Jewish	calendar.	This	tallies	with



the	year	2230	A.D.

The	Midrash	comments:	“(…)	the	six	eons	are	for	the	going	in	and	coming	out
(of	God’s	creatures)	for	war	and	peace.	The	seventh	eon	is	entirely	Sabbath	and
rest	in	the	life	everlasting.”

In	 the	Kabalistic	 tradition,	 there	 is	 the	view	 that	each	of	 the	seven	days	of	 the
week	corresponds	with	 the	 seven	days	of	 creation,	 and	with	 the	 seven	eons	of
creation,	in	which	the	Sabbath,	the	seventh	day,	corresponds	with	the	Messianic
age.	The	seventh	millennium	starts	 in	the	year	6000;	it	 involves	the	last	period
that	 the	Messiah	can	come.	This	view	is	held	by	a	number	of	 former	and	 later
Jewish	 teachers	 such	 as	 Rabbeinu	 Bachya,	 Abraham	 ibn	 Ezra,	 the	 Ramban
(Maimonides),	 Isaac	 Abrabanel,	 the	 Ramchal,	 the	 Vilna	 Gaon,	 Aryeh	 Kaplan
and	the	Lubavitcher	Rebbe.

Rabbinic	comments

Maimonides	 (Rabbi	Moshe	ben	Maimon)	wrote	 a	 commentary	 to	 an	 article	 in
the	 Sanhedrin	 on	 the	 Messiah.	 His	 comments	 were	 usually	 accepted	 in	 the
mystical	branches	of	Orthodox	Judaism,	though	not	in	general.

“The	Messianic	age	will	come	once	the	Jews	have	regained	their	independence
and	all	return	to	the	land	of	Israel.	The	Messiah	will	be	a	very	great	king,	he	will
achieve	 great	 fame,	 and	 his	 reputation	 among	 the	 gentile	 nations	will	 be	 even
greater	than	that	of	King	Solomon.	His	great	righteousness	and	the	wonders	that
He	will	bring	about	will	cause	all	peoples	to	make	peace	with	Him	and	all	lands
to	serve	Him…	Nothing	will	change	in	the	Messianic	age,	except	that	the	Jews
will	regain	their	independence.	Rich	and	poor,	strong	and	weak,	will	continue	to
exist.	However,	 it	will	be	very	easy	for	people	to	make	a	living,	and	with	very
little	effort	they	will	be	able	to	accomplish	very	much...	It	will	be	a	time	when
the	number	of	wise	men	will	increase…	There	will	be	no	war,	and	nations	will
no	longer	lift	up	their	swords	against	other	nations…	The	Messianic	age	will	be
characterized	by	a	communion	of	righteous	people,	and	dominated	by	goodness
and	 wisdom.	 It	 will	 be	 ruled	 by	 the	 Messiah,	 a	 righteous	 and	 honest	 king,
remarkable	in	wisdom	and	living	close	to	God.

Don’t	 think	 that	 the	ways	of	 the	world	or	 the	 laws	of	nature	will	 change.	The
world	will	 continue	 as	 it	 is.	The	prophet	 Isaiah	preaches:	 ‘The	wolf	 also	 shall
dwell	with	the	lamb,	the	leopard	shall	lie	down	with	the	young	goat.’	However,
this	 is	 pure	 allegory.	 It	 means	 that	 the	 Jews	 will	 live	 safely,	 even	 with	 the



formerly	hostile	nations.

All	nations	will	return	to	the	true	religion	and	will	no	longer	steal	and	oppress.
Note	 that	 all	 prophecies	with	 respect	 to	 the	Messiah	 are	 allegoric.	Only	 in	 the
Messianic	age	will	we	know	the	meaning	of	each	allegory	and	what	 it	 teaches
us.	Our	philosophers	and	prophets	did	not	 long	 for	 the	Messianic	age	with	 the
purpose	 to	 rule	 the	world…	The	 only	 thing	 they	 desired	was	 freedom	 for	 the
Jews	and	their	ability	to	engage	in	the	Torah	and	its	wisdom.”

Some	authoritative	persons	in	Orthodox	Judaism	believe	that	this	age	will	lead	to
supernatural	events,	ending	in	a	physical	resurrection	of	the	dead,	though	this	is
not	Maimonides’	view.

There	is	a	multitude	of	other	views	among	Jewish	orthodoxy.	Within	this	scope,
it	would	be	going	too	far	to	state	those	or	pursue	them	further.	What	strikes	me
in	this	respect	is	that	so	few	views	are	truly	based	on	the	Torah	and	the	Writings.
That	was	also	the	Messiah	Jesus’	rebuke	to	the	Scribes	and	Pharisees:	that	they
did	not	search	the	Scriptures	for	these	are	they	which	testify	of	Him.

Eschatological	views	in	the	Koran

The	Koran	states	that	‘Isa	ibn	Maryam’	(Jesus	the	Son	of	Mary)	was	the	Messiah
or	‘Prophet’	Who	was	sent	to	the	Jews.	Muslims	believe	that	He	lives	in	heaven
and	 will	 return	 to	 the	 earth	 to	 defeat	 Masih	 ad-Dajjal,	 comparable	 with	 the
Christian	antichrist	and	the	Jewish	Armilus.	A	Hadith	in	Abu	Dawud	(37:4310)
says:	“He	(Jesus)	will	descend	(to	the	earth).	(…)	He	will	fight	the	people	for	the
cause	of	 Islam.	He	will	break	 the	cross,	kill	 the	 swine,	and	put	an	end	 to	war.
God	will	perish	all	religions	except	Islam.	He	(Jesus)	will	destroy	the	Antichrist
who	will	 live	on	 the	earth	 for	 forty	years	and	 then	die.	The	Muslims	will	pray
behind	him.”	Both	Sunni	and	Shia	Muslims	agree	 that	 Imam	Mahdi	(the	Islam
Messiah)	will	first	come	to	earth,	followed	by	Jesus.	Jesus	will	proclaim	that	al-
Mahdi	 is	 the	 true	 leader	 (Messiah).	 After	 a	 war	 the	 last	 day	 will	 come,	 after
which	al-Dajjal	will	reveal	that	to	God,	Islam	is	the	true	religion.

91.1	The	last	aliyah	at	the	Messiah’s	return

Currently,	 there	 are	 just	 as	many	 Jews	 living	 outside	 Israel	 as	 there	 are	 living
inside	Israel.	There	are	Jews	going	to	Israel	and	then	leaving	again	for	the	States,
or	 they	 leave	 Russia	 and	 settle	 in	 Germany.	 In	 a	 certain	 sense,	 this	 is
incomprehensible	 because	 of	 increasing	 anti-Semitism	 in	 various	 European
countries,	 also	 in	 countries	 like	 Hungary	 and	 Germany.	 The	 prophet	 Ezekiel,



however,	says	 that	nobody	will	be	 left	 in	 the	other	countries.	And	 the	Messiah
Jesus	 confirms	 Ezekiel’s	 words	 in	Matthew	 24:31	 where	 He	 says	 that	 at	 His
return	He	will	 send	His	 angels	who	will	 gather	 together	His	 chosen	 ones–the
ones	 still	 left	 after	 the	 Great	 Tribulation–from	 the	 four	 corners	 of	 this	 earth.
Everybody	must	return	to	the	Promised	Land	to	be	present	at	and	partake	of	the
outpouring	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 This	 text	 does	 not	 refer	 to	 the	 rapture	 of	 the
believers,	as	is	often	thought.

Deuteronomy	 30:3	 “that	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 will	 bring	 you	 back	 from
captivity,	 and	 have	 compassion	 on	 you,	 and	 gather	 you	 again	 from	 all	 the
nations	where	the	LORD	your	God	has	scattered	you.	4	If	any	of	you	are	driven
out	 to	 the	 farthest	 parts	 under	 heaven,	 from	 there	 the	 LORD	 your	 God	 will
gather	you,	and	from	there	He	will	bring	you.”

Isaiah	11:11	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	LORD	shall	set	His	hand
again	 the	second	 time	 to	recover	 the	remnant	of	His	people	who	are	 left,	 from
Assyria	and	Egypt,	from	Pathros	and	Cush,	from	Elam	and	Shinar,	from	Hamath
and	the	islands	of	the	sea.	12	He	will	set	up	a	banner	for	the	nations,	and	will
assemble	the	outcasts	of	Israel,	and	gather	together	the	dispersed	of	Judah	from
the	four	corners	of	the	earth.

Isaiah	27:13	So	 it	 shall	be	 in	 that	day:	The	great	 trumpet	will	be	blown;	 they
will	 come,	 who	 are	 about	 to	 perish	 in	 the	 land	 of	 Assyria,	 and	 they	 who	 are
outcasts	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	and	shall	worship	the	LORD	in	the	holy	mount	at
Jerusalem.

Matthew	24:31	“And	He	will	send	His	angels	with	a	great	sound	of	a	trumpet,
and	 they	 will	 gather	 together	 His	 elect	 from	 the	 four	 winds,	 from	 one	 end	 of
heaven	to	the	other.”

See	Chapter	76	for	more	information	about	the	return	to	the	Promised	Land.

91.2	Dominion	of	the	Messiah	over	the	earth

As	Prince	of	Peace,	He	will	accept	the	crown	of	His	father	David.	The	glory	of
His	Kingship	will	be	great.

In	Revelation	5,	we	see	the	Savior	in	His	glorious	elevation	on	the	throne.	He	is
the	Lamb	Who	has	been	 slain,	 i.e.,	He	 is	both	Sacrifice	and	Priest.	His	 throne
proves	His	divine	sovereignty,	as	described	in:

Revelation	5:6	And	I	 looked,	and	behold,	 in	the	midst	of	 the	throne	and	of	 the



four	living	creatures,	and	in	the	midst	of	 the	elders,	stood	a	Lamb	as	though	it
had	been	slain,	having	seven	horns	and	seven	eyes,	which	are	the	seven	Spirits
of	God	sent	out	into	all	the	earth.

The	 seven	 eyes	 refer	 to	His	 infinite	 knowledge	 and	wisdom,	 and	 to	 the	 seven
Spirits	of	God	sent	out	(Isaiah	11:1,2).

A	horn	is	the	symbol	of	power	and	dominion.	The	seven	horns	indicate	that	His
dominion	is	perfect	and	that	He	rules	everything.	His	kingship	could	be	denoted
as	sevenfold:

1.	 He	is	the	King	of	glory,	Psalm	24:10.

2.	 He	is	King	on	God’s	holy	hill	of	Zion,	Psalm	2:6.

3.	 He	is	King	of	the	nations,	Jeremiah	10:7.

4.	 He	is	King	of	(all	earthly)	kings,	and	Lord	of	lords,	Revelation	19:16.

5.	 He	is	King	over	the	demons,	He	has	dominion	over	them,	Luke	8:2.

6.	 He	is	King,	He	has	dominion	over	sin,	Romans	8:2.

7.	 He	is	King	over	death,	He	is	the	Resurrection	and	the	Life,	Hosea	13:14,
Romans	9:14.
(William	Huntington)

Daniel	7:14	Then	to	Him	was	given	dominion	and	glory	and	a	kingdom,
that	all	peoples,	nations,	and	languages	should	serve	Him.	His	dominion
is	an	everlasting	dominion,	which	shall	not	pass	away,	and	His	kingdom
the	one	which	shall	not	be	destroyed.

Many	 Psalms	 deal	with	 the	 future	 kingdom	 of	 the	Messiah,	 the	 son	 of
David.	In	Psalm	72,	the	LORD	gives,	through	David,	an	almost	complete
picture	 of	 the	 millennium	 that	 is	 to	 come.	 In	 order	 to	 understand	 this
Psalm	 correctly	 (which	 clearly	 deals	 with	 the	 Messiah),	 the	 personal
pronouns	that	refer	to	the	Messiah	are	capitalized.

Psalm	72:1	A	Psalm	of	Solomon.	Give	the	king	Your	judgments,	O	God,
and	 Your	 righteousness	 to	 the	 king’s	 Son.	 2	He	will	 judge	 Your	 people
with	 righteousness,	 and	 Your	 poor	 with	 justice.	 3	 The	 mountains	 will
bring	peace	to	the	people,	and	the	little	hills,	by	righteousness.	4	He	will
bring	 justice	 to	 the	poor	of	 the	people;	He	will	 save	 the	children	of	 the



needy,	 and	will	 break	 in	pieces	 the	oppressor.	 5	They	 shall	 fear	You	as
long	as	the	sun	and	moon	endure,	throughout	all	generations.	6	He	shall
come	 down	 like	 rain	 upon	 the	 grass	 before	 mowing,	 like	 showers	 that
water	 the	 earth.	 7	 In	 His	 days	 the	 righteous	 shall	 flourish,	 and
abundance	of	peace,	until	the	moon	is	no	more.	8	He	shall	have	dominion
also	from	sea	to	sea,	and	from	the	River	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	9	Those
who	dwell	 in	 the	wilderness	will	bow	before	Him,	and	His	enemies	will
lick	the	dust.	10	The	kings	of	Tarshish	and	of	the	isles	will	bring	presents;
the	 kings	 of	 Sheba	and	Seba	will	 offer	 gifts.	 11	Yes,	 all	 kings	 shall	 fall
down	before	Him;	all	nations	shall	serve	Him.	12	For	He	will	deliver	the
needy	when	he	cries,	 the	poor	also,	and	him	who	has	no	helper.	13	He
will	spare	the	poor	and	needy,	and	will	save	the	souls	of	the	needy.	14	He
will	redeem	their	life	from	oppression	and	violence;	and	precious	shall	be
their	blood	in	His	sight.	15	And	He	shall	live;	and	the	gold	of	Sheba	will
be	given	to	Him;	prayer	also	will	be	made	for	Him	continually,	and	daily
He	shall	be	praised.	16	There	will	be	an	abundance	of	grain	in	the	earth,
on	the	top	of	the	mountains;	its	fruit	shall	wave	like	Lebanon;	and	those
of	the	city	shall	flourish	like	grass	of	the	earth.	17	His	name	shall	endure
forever;	His	 name	 shall	 continue	as	 long	as	 the	 sun.	And	men	 shall	 be
blessed	 in	 Him;	 all	 nations	 shall	 call	 Him	 blessed.	 18	 Blessed	 be	 the
LORD	God,	the	God	of	Israel,	Who	only	does	wondrous	things!	19	And
blessed	be	His	glorious	name	 forever!	And	 let	 the	whole	earth	be	 filled
with	His	glory.	Amen	and	Amen.	20	The	prayers	of	David	the	son	of	Jesse
are	ended.

Psalm	 132	 is	 an	 outstanding	 example.	Who	 speaks	 about	 it?	 It	 is	 God
Himself	Who	through	David	foretells	what	the	future	of	the	great	Son	of
David,	the	Son	of	God,	will	look	like.	That	future	kingdom	will	be,	first
of	 all,	 an	 earthly	 kingdom,	 where	 the	 Messiah	 will	 be	 King	 over	 His
people	 Israel.	 This	 Psalm	 mainly	 deals	 with	 the	 salvation	 of	 the
inhabitants	of	that	Kingdom.

Psalm	132:10	For	Your	servant	David’s	sake,	do	not	turn	away	the	face
of	Your	Anointed.	11	The	LORD	has	sworn	in	truth	to	David;	He	will	not
turn	from	it:	“I	will	set	upon	your	throne	the	fruit	of	your	body.	12	If	your
sons	will	keep	My	covenant	and	My	testimony	which	I	shall	teach	them,
their	 sons	 also	 shall	 sit	 upon	 your	 throne	 forevermore.”	 13	 For	 the
LORD	 has	 chosen	 Zion;	 He	 has	 desired	 it	 for	 His	 dwelling	 place:	 14



“This	is	My	resting	place	forever;	here	I	will	dwell,	for	I	have	desired	it.
15	 I	 will	 abundantly	 bless	 her	 provision;	 I	 will	 satisfy	 her	 poor	 with
bread.	16	I	will	also	clothe	her	priests	with	salvation,	and	her	saints	shall
shout	aloud	for	joy.	17	There	I	will	make	the	horn	of	David	grow;	I	will
prepare	a	lamp	for	My	Anointed.	18	His	enemies	I	will	clothe	with	shame,
but	upon	Himself	His	crown	shall	flourish.”

Psalm	145	mainly	deals	with	the	glory	of	that	Kingdom,	and	the	fact	that
the	Kingdom	will	be	forever!	The	prophet	Habakkuk	may	testify	that	the
earth	will	 be	 filled	with	 the	knowledge	of	 the	glory	of	 the	LORD,	yes,
that	glory	will	cover	the	entire	earth.

Psalm	145:10	All	Your	works	shall	praise	You,	O	LORD,	and	Your	saints
shall	 bless	You.	 11	They	 shall	 speak	of	 the	 glory	 of	Your	 kingdom,	 and
talk	of	Your	power,	12	to	make	known	to	the	sons	of	men	His	mighty	acts,
and	 the	 glorious	 majesty	 of	 His	 kingdom.	 13	 Your	 kingdom	 is	 an
everlasting	 kingdom,	 and	 Your	 dominion	 endures	 throughout	 all
generations.

Habakkuk	2:14	For	 the	 earth	will	 be	 filled	with	 the	 knowledge	 of	 the
glory	of	the	LORD,	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea.

In	Psalm	149,	the	people	of	Israel	is	summoned	to	rejoice	in	the	LORD,
to	praise	His	name	for	the	work	that	the	LORD	has	done	to	them.	Israel
has	 then	repented	and	God	fulfills	 the	desire	of	His	people.	 In	 that	day,
Israel	will	be	able	to	punish	the	nations	that	have	always	been	after	their
blood.

Psalm	149:1	Praise	the	LORD!	Sing	to	the	LORD	a	new	song,	and	His
praise	 in	 the	assembly	of	 saints.	2	Let	 Israel	rejoice	 in	 their	Maker;	 let
the	children	of	Zion	be	joyful	in	their	King.	3	Let	them	praise	His	name
with	the	dance;	let	them	sing	praises	to	Him	with	the	timbrel	and	harp.	4
For	the	LORD	takes	pleasure	in	His	people;	He	will	beautify	the	humble
with	salvation.	5	Let	the	saints	be	joyful	in	glory;	let	them	sing	aloud	on
their	beds.	6	Let	 the	high	praises	of	God	be	 in	 their	mouth,	and	a	 two-
edged	 sword	 in	 their	hand,	7	 to	 execute	 vengeance	on	 the	nations,	 and
punishments	on	the	peoples;	8	to	bind	their	kings	with	chains,	and	their
nobles	with	fetters	of	iron;	9	to	execute	on	them	the	written	judgment	--
this	honor	have	all	His	saints.	Praise	the	LORD!



The	prophets	Isaiah	and	Micah	also	talk	about	the	power	and	dominion	of
the	 King	 of	 Israel,	 the	 Messiah,	 about	 the	 nations	 of	 this	 earth–the
Messiah	Who	will	reign	among	His	people	of	Israel.	Micah	speaks	about
the	remnant	of	Israel.	But	let	us	not	think	of	this	remnant	as	being	a	small
group	 of	 people.	 No,	 there	 will	 be	 a	 teeming	 throng.	 The	 King	 James
Version	speaks	of	the	‘multitude	of	men’,	a	large	crowd.	In	Micah	2,	the
Messiah	is	called	the	‘one	who	breaks	open’,	and	with	right	they	can	be
called	 people	 who	 break	 open–but	 note:	 they	 are	 Jewish	 people,	 not
Gentile	 believers.	 Micah	 4:7	 says	 that	 Israel,	 that	 remnant,	 will	 be	 a
strong	nation.	And	why	are	they	so	strong?	Because	the	Messiah	is	their
King.

The	 strong	 remnant,	 Israel,	 will	 be	 as	 a	 dew,	 a	 blessing,	 among	 the
nations.	 That	 is	 already	 the	 case	 at	 this	 moment,	 considering,	 for
example,	 the	many	medical	 inventions.	Later,	 however,	 it	will	 not	 only
relate	 to	material	matters,	but	specifically	to	spiritual	matters.	They	will
also	be	servants	of	the	Messiah,	says	another	prophet.

And	Israel	will	be	as	the	lion	among	the	nations;	no	other	nation	will	be
able	to	defeat	Israel–on	the	contrary!

Isaiah	24:23	Then	the	moon	will	be	disgraced	and	the	sun	ashamed;	for
the	LORD	of	hosts	will	reign	on	Mount	Zion	and	in	Jerusalem	and	before
His	elders,	gloriously.

Isaiah	49:23	“Kings	shall	be	your	 foster	 fathers,	and	 their	queens	your
nursing	mothers;	they	shall	bow	down	to	you	with	their	faces	to	the	earth,
and	lick	up	the	dust	of	your	feet.	Then	you	will	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,
for	they	shall	not	be	ashamed	who	wait	for	Me.”

Micah	 2:12	“I	 will	 surely	 assemble	 all	 of	 you,	 O	 Jacob,	 I	 will	 surely
gather	 the	 remnant	 of	 Israel;	 I	will	 put	 them	 together	 like	 sheep	of	 the
fold,	 like	 a	 flock	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 their	 pasture;	 they	 shall	 make	 a	 loud
noise	because	of	so	many	people.	13	The	one	who	breaks	open	will	come
up	before	them;	they	will	break	out,	pass	through	the	gate,	and	go	out	by
it;	their	king	will	pass	before	them,	with	the	LORD	at	their	head.”

Micah	4:5	For	all	people	walk	each	in	the	name	of	his	god,	but	we	will
walk	in	the	name	of	the	LORD	our	God	forever	and	ever.	6	“In	that	day,”
says	the	LORD,	“I	will	assemble	the	lame,	I	will	gather	the	outcast	and



those	whom	I	have	afflicted;	7	 I	will	make	 the	 lame	a	remnant,	and	 the
outcast	a	strong	nation;	so	the	LORD	will	reign	over	them	in	Mount	Zion
from	 now	 on,	 even	 forever.”	 (…)	 13	 “Arise	 and	 thresh,	 O	 daughter	 of
Zion;	for	I	will	make	your	horn	iron,	and	I	will	make	your	hooves	bronze;
you	shall	beat	in	pieces	many	peoples;	I	will	consecrate	their	gain	to	the
LORD,	and	their	substance	to	the	Lord	of	the	whole	earth.”

Micah	5:4	And	He	shall	stand	and	 feed	His	 flock	 in	 the	strength	of	 the
LORD,	in	the	majesty	of	the	name	of	the	LORD	His	God;	and	they	shall
abide,	for	now	He	shall	be	great	to	the	ends	of	the	earth;	5	and	this	One
shall	 be	 peace.	 When	 the	 Assyrian	 comes	 into	 our	 land,	 and	 when	 he
treads	in	our	palaces,	then	we	will	raise	against	him	seven	shepherds	and
eight	princely	men.	6	They	shall	waste	with	the	sword	the	land	of	Assyria,
and	the	land	of	Nimrod	at	its	entrances;	thus	He	shall	deliver	us	from	the
Assyrian,	when	 he	 comes	 into	 our	 land	 and	when	 he	 treads	within	 our
borders.	 7	 Then	 the	 remnant	 of	 Jacob	 shall	 be	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 many
peoples,	 like	dew	 from	 the	LORD,	 like	 showers	on	 the	grass,	 that	 tarry
for	no	man	nor	wait	for	the	sons	of	men.	8	And	the	remnant	of	Jacob	shall
be	among	the	Gentiles,	 in	 the	midst	of	many	peoples,	 like	a	 lion	among
the	beasts	of	the	forest,	like	a	young	lion	among	flocks	of	sheep,	who,	if
he	passes	 through,	both	 treads	down	and	 tears	 in	pieces,	and	none	can
deliver.	9	Your	hand	shall	be	lifted	against	your	adversaries,	and	all	your
enemies	shall	be	cut	off.

Philippians	 2:9	Therefore	God	 also	 has	 highly	 exalted	Him	 and	 given
Him	the	name	which	is	above	every	name,	10	that	at	 the	name	of	Jesus
every	knee	should	bow,	of	those	in	heaven,	and	of	those	on	earth,	and	of
those	under	the	earth,	11	and	that	every	tongue	should	confess	that	Jesus
Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.

Israel	will	be	given	 fame	and	praise	among	all	 the	nations	of	 the	earth.
All	other	nations	will	see	that	Israel	is	God’s	people,	the	people	that	He
loves.

The	Lord	says	by	means	of	the	prophet	Zechariah	that	the	Jewish	people
will	shine	like	jewels	in	a	crown	in	His	country	(not	their	country).

Zechariah	9:16	The	LORD	their	God	will	save	them	in	that	day,	As	the
flock	of	His	people.	For	 they	shall	be	 like	 the	 jewels	of	a	crown,	Lifted
like	a	banner	over	His	land



Then,	 in	 that	 day,	 Israel	will	 completely	 achieve	 its	 aim,	 and	will	 be	 a
blessing	 to	 the	 nations.	 No	 longer	 will	 the	 nations	 insult,	 curse	 and
despise	 Israel,	but	 they	will	praise	 it	 for	 the	work	 that	God	did	 for	 this
people,	right	before	their	eyes.

Zephaniah	3:20	“At	 that	 time	 I	will	bring	you	back,	even	at	 the	 time	 I
gather	you;	for	I	will	give	you	fame	and	praise	among	all	the	peoples	of
the	earth,	when	I	return	your	captives	before	your	eyes,”	says	the	LORD.

In	Revelation	11:16-17,	the	words	are	fulfilled	as	spoken	by	the	prophet
Isaiah	in	Chapter	24,	verse	23:

Revelation	11:16	And	the	twenty-four	elders	who	sat	before	God	on	their
thrones	fell	on	their	faces	and	worshiped	God,	17	saying:	“We	give	You
thanks,	O	Lord	God	Almighty,	the	One	who	is	and	who	was	and	who	is	to
come,	because	You	have	taken	Your	great	power	and	reigned.”

91.3	Temporarily,	satan	will	have	no	power	on

earth	and	he	will	be	bound	for	1,000	years

Although	 there	 should	be	no	misunderstanding	or	 difference	of	 opinion
about	satan’s	being	bound	(for	it	clearly	states	so),	the	contrary	appears	to
be	true.

The	unbelief	about	this	item	of	God’s	Word	already	started	very	early	in
Church	 history.	Augustine	was	 one	 of	 the	 first	who	 believed	 this	word
should	 not	 be	 taken	 literally.	He	was	 of	 the	 opinion	 that	 the	 devil	was
bound	 from	 the	 very	moment	 that	Constantine	 introduced	 the	Christian
faith	as	state	religion.

Many	 reformed	 pastors	 think	 that	 satan	 has	 been	 bound	 since	 the
resurrection	 of	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	Meanwhile	 this	 covers	 a	 period	 of	 two
thousand	 years.	 They	 cannot	 clarify	 what	 exactly	 this	 being	 bound
involves.	For	that	matter,	the	apostle	Peter	certainly	does	not	agree	with
these	 pastors.	 In	 1Peter	 5:8,	 he	 warns	 the	 believers	 to	 be	 sober	 and
vigilant	because	the	devil	walks	about	like	a	roaring	lion,	seeking	whom
he	may	 devour.	 However,	 the	 devil	 can	 also	 transform	 himself	 into	 an
angel	of	light	(2Corinthians	11:14)	Talking	about	being	bound!

On	behalf	of	the	LORD,	the	prophet	Isaiah	also	speaks	about	a	temporary
restraint	of	satan	and	his	armies,	the	demons.	Though	no	number	of	years



is	mentioned,	the	fact	as	such	is.

Isaiah	24:21	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	LORD	will	punish
on	high	the	host	of	exalted	ones,	and	on	the	earth	the	kings	of	the	earth.
22	They	will	 be	gathered	 together,	as	prisoners	are	gathered	 in	 the	pit,
and	will	be	shut	up	in	the	prison;	after	many	days	they	will	be	punished.

During	the	millennium,	the	devil	will	be	literally	bound	and	the	Messiah
will	have	every	power.

In	our	days,	the	Messiah	has	every	power	too,	but	still	much	power	has
been	 given	 to	 the	 devil.	 Even	 so	 much	 that	 Jesus,	 when	 on	 earth,
wondered	whether	He	would	find	faith	on	earth	upon	His	return.

Revelation	20:1	Then	I	saw	an	angel	coming	down	from	heaven,	having
the	key	to	the	bottomless	pit	and	a	great	chain	in	his	hand.	2	He	laid	hold
of	the	dragon,	that	serpent	of	old,	who	is	the	Devil	and	Satan,	and	bound
him	for	a	thousand	years;	3	and	he	cast	him	into	the	bottomless	pit,	and
shut	him	up,	and	set	a	seal	on	him,	so	that	he	should	deceive	the	nations
no	more	 till	 the	 thousand	years	were	 finished.	But	after	 these	 things	he
must	be	released	for	a	little	while.	4	And	I	saw	thrones,	and	they	sat	on
them,	and	judgment	was	committed	to	them.	Then	I	saw	the	souls	of	those
who	 had	 been	 beheaded	 for	 their	witness	 to	 Jesus	 and	 for	 the	word	 of
God,	who	had	not	worshiped	the	beast	or	his	image,	and	had	not	received
his	mark	on	their	foreheads	or	on	their	hands.	And	they	lived	and	reigned
with	Christ	 for	a	thousand	years.	5	But	 the	rest	of	 the	dead	did	not	 live
again	until	the	thousand	years	were	finished.	This	is	the	first	resurrection.
6	Blessed	and	holy	is	he	who	has	part	in	the	first	resurrection.	Over	such
the	 second	death	has	no	power,	but	 they	 shall	be	priests	of	God	and	of
Christ,	 and	 shall	 reign	 with	 Him	 a	 thousand	 years.	 7	 Now	 when	 the
thousand	years	have	expired,	Satan	will	be	released	from	his	prison.

91.4	With	the	Messiah,	the	saints	will	reign	as

kings	on	earth

The	Messiah	 Jesus	 has	 returned	 to	 His	 Father	 in	 heaven,	 after	 having
completed	His	task	on	earth.	For	how	long	will	He	stay	there?	Until	the
times	of	restoration	of	all	things	(Acts	3:21).	What	does	this	mean?	You
could	read	it	as	“until	all	things	will	have	been	erected	again,	made	right
again.”	 The	 prophet	 Isaiah	 says	 in	 1:26	 that	 in	 that	 day	 justice	will	 be



administered	again.	The	LORD	will	again	provide	judges	and	counselors
who	administer	justice	and	act	correctly,	and	Jerusalem	will	be	called	the
city	 of	 righteousness.	However,	 one	must	 have	 repented	 and	 one’s	 sins
must	have	been	forgiven	in	order	to	be	able	to	take	part	 in	this	pleasant
time	of	 refreshment,	 of	 relief;	 this	 time	of	 cooling	 after	 a	 time	of	 fiery
trial.

Forgiveness	 of	 sins	 is	 a	 condition	 for	 being	 allowed	 to	 reign	 with	 the
Messiah	Jesus	as	kings	and	priests.	In	the	book	of	Daniel,	Chapter	7,	the
dominion	is	foretold	of	the	Son	of	man,	the	Messiah,	and	the	saints	will
reign	with	Him	(Daniel	7:18).

The	 tabernacle	hut	of	David,	which	has	 fallen	down,	will	 be	 raised	up,
and	the	Messiah	will	reign	as	king.

See	 Isaiah	 1:6;	 Malachi	 3:3-4;	 Malachi	 4:6;	 Matthew	 17:11-12;	 Mark
9:11-13.

Isaiah	16:5	“In	mercy	the	throne	will	be	established;	and	One	will	sit	on
it	 in	 truth,	 in	 the	 tabernacle	 of	David,	 judging	 and	 seeking	 justice	 and
hastening	righteousness.”

Daniel	7:13	“I	was	watching	 in	 the	night	visions,	and	behold,	One	 like
the	 Son	 of	 Man,	 coming	 with	 the	 clouds	 of	 heaven!	 He	 came	 to	 the
Ancient	of	Days,	and	they	brought	Him	near	before	Him.	14	Then	to	Him
was	given	dominion	and	glory	and	a	kingdom,	that	all	peoples,	nations,
and	 languages	 should	 serve	 Him.	 His	 dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting
dominion,	 which	 shall	 not	 pass	 away,	 and	His	 kingdom	 the	 one	 which
shall	 not	 be	 destroyed.”	 (…)	 18	 ‘But	 the	 saints	 of	 the	Most	High	 shall
receive	 the	kingdom,	and	possess	 the	kingdom	forever,	even	 forever	and
ever.’	 (…)	 21	 “I	 was	 watching;	 and	 the	 same	 horn	 was	 making	 war
against	 the	 saints,	 and	 prevailing	 against	 them,	 22	 until	 the	Ancient	 of
Days	came,	and	a	judgment	was	made	in	favor	of	the	saints	of	the	Most
High,	and	the	time	came	for	the	saints	to	possess	the	kingdom.”	(…)	27
‘Then	 the	 kingdom	 and	 dominion,	 and	 the	 greatness	 of	 the	 kingdoms
under	 the	whole	 heaven,	 shall	 be	 given	 to	 the	 people,	 the	 saints	 of	 the
Most	High.	His	 kingdom	 is	 an	 everlasting	 kingdom,	 and	 all	 dominions
shall	serve	and	obey	Him.’

Matthew	25:31	“When	 the	Son	of	Man	comes	 in	His	glory,	and	all	 the



holy	angels	with	Him,	then	He	will	sit	on	the	throne	of	His	glory.	(…)	34
Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	His	right	hand,	‘Come,	you	blessed	of
My	Father,	 inherit	 the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation	of
the	world.’”

Acts	 3:19	 “Repent	 therefore	 and	 be	 converted,	 that	 your	 sins	 may	 be
blotted	out,	so	that	times	of	refreshing	may	come	from	the	presence	of	the
Lord,	20	and	 that	He	may	send	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	preached	 to	you
before,	21	whom	heaven	must	receive	until	the	times	of	restoration	of	all
things,	which	God	has	spoken	by	the	mouth	of	all	His	holy	prophets	since
the	world	began.”

Revelation	2:25	“But	hold	fast	what	you	have	till	I	come.	26	And	he	who
overcomes,	and	keeps	My	works	until	 the	end,	 to	him	 I	will	give	power
over	the	nations	--	27	‘He	shall	rule	them	with	a	rod	of	iron;	they	shall	be
dashed	to	pieces	like	the	potter’s	vessels’	--	as	I	also	have	received	from
My	Father;	28	and	I	will	give	him	the	morning	star.”

Revelation	5:10	“And	have	made	us	kings	and	priests	 to	our	God;	and
we	shall	reign	on	the	earth.”

91.5	Jerusalem	will	be	the	city	of	the	great	king

The	city	of	 Jerusalem	occupies	 a	 special	 place	 in	 the	Bible.	Already	 in
Genesis	14:18,	Jerusalem	is	called	the	city	of	peace	(Salem	is	Jerusalem).

Genesis	 14:18	Then	Melchizedek	 king	 of	 Salem	 brought	 out	 bread	 and
wine;	he	was	 the	priest	of	God	Most	High.	19	And	he	blessed	him	and
said:	 “Blessed	 be	 Abram	 of	God	Most	High,	 Possessor	 of	 heaven	 and
earth.”

In	 Abraham’s	 days,	 the	 king	 of	 Jerusalem,	 Melchizedek,	 served	 God
Most	High	as	a	priest.	 It	was	probably	 the	only	place	 in	 the	 then	world
where	the	God	of	heaven	and	earth	was	served	in	this	manner.

The	 LORD	 commissioned	 Abraham	 to	 offer	 his	 son	 Isaac	 on	 Mount
Moriah.	(Later,	the	Temple	would	be	built	on	this	mountain,	the	Temple
in	which	God	would	live	among	His	people	Israel.)	Eventually,	the	burnt
offering	 was	 not	 needed	 because	 God	 Himself	 took	 care	 of	 the	 burnt
offering–at	first	providing	a	ram	in	Isaac’s	place,	and	later	His	own	Son
for	the	sins	of	the	entire	world	(John	3:16	and	1John	2:2).



This	 too	 took	 place	 close	 to	 Jerusalem,	 on	 Calvary.	 Psalm	 76	 speaks
about	God’s	living	in	Jerusalem.

Psalm	76:2	In	Salem	also	 is	His	 tabernacle,	and	His	dwelling	place	 in
Zion.

The	 Letter	 to	 the	 Hebrews	 lets	 us	 know	 that	 this	 Melchizedek	 was
without	genealogical	register,	without	a	father	and	a	mother,	so	a	special
creation	by	God.

At	 Israel’s	 entry	 into	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan,	 Israel	 was	 commissioned	 by
God	to	banish	the	people	of	Jerusalem.	However,	Israel	was	disobedient
and	did	not	banish	the	people	of	the	Jebusites.	As	a	result,	over	time	the
two	nations	mingled.

Joshua	 15:63	 As	 for	 the	 Jebusites,	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Jerusalem,	 the
children	of	Judah	could	not	drive	them	out;	but	the	Jebusites	dwell	with
the	children	of	Judah	at	Jerusalem	to	this	day.

At	 the	 time	 of	 David’s	 rule	 (40	 years),	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Jerusalem
passed	under	the	dominion	of	Israel,	and	David	himself	settled	in	the	city.

King	Solomon,	David’s	son,	was	allowed	to	build	a	temple	for	the	LORD
in	 Jerusalem.	 Later,	 however,	 he	 also	 built	 high	 places,	 altars,	 for	 the
idols	 of	 his	many	 foreign	wives.	 Eventually	 these	 idols	 also	 became	 a
trap	and	a	snare	to	the	people	of	Israel.	Because	of	these	sins,	ten	tribes
were	taken	from	him.	The	only	tribes	left	to	him	were	those	of	Judah	and
Benjamin.	However,	 the	LORD	confirms	that	He	has	chosen	Jerusalem.
We	can	read	this	in:

1Kings	11:12	“Nevertheless	I	will	not	do	it	in	your	days,	for	the	sake	of
your	father	David;	I	will	tear	it	out	of	the	hand	of	your	son.	13	However	I
will	not	 tear	away	the	whole	kingdom;	I	will	give	one	 tribe	 to	your	son
for	the	sake	of	my	servant	David,	and	for	the	sake	of	Jerusalem	which	I
have	chosen.”	 (…)	31	And	he	 said	 to	Jeroboam,	“Take	 for	yourself	 ten
pieces,	for	thus	says	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel:	‘Behold,	I	will	tear	the
kingdom	out	of	 the	hand	of	 Solomon	and	will	 give	 ten	 tribes	 to	 you	32
(but	he	shall	have	one	tribe	for	the	sake	of	My	servant	David,	and	for	the
sake	of	 Jerusalem,	 the	 city	which	 I	 have	 chosen	out	 of	 all	 the	 tribes	 of
Israel).’”



During	the	days	of	the	kings,	good	kings	alternated	with	bad	kings.	The
bad	 kings	 made	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 sin,	 sometimes	 in	 a	 gruesome
manner.	 The	 good	 kings	 brought	 the	 people	 back	 to	 the	 LORD	 and
removed	 the	 idols.	One	of	 the	good	kings	was	King	Josiah.	He	made	a
covenant	with	the	LORD	that	he	would	act	according	to	the	covenant	that
the	LORD	had	made	with	the	fathers,	as	recorded	in	the	books	of	Moses.

2Chronicles	34:30	The	king	went	up	to	the	house	of	the	LORD,	with	all
the	men	 of	 Judah	 and	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Jerusalem–the	 priests	 and	 the
Levites,	and	all	the	people,	great	and	small.	And	he	read	in	their	hearing
all	 the	words	of	 the	Book	of	 the	Covenant	which	had	been	 found	 in	 the
house	 of	 the	 LORD.	 31	 Then	 the	 king	 stood	 in	 his	 place	 and	 made	 a
covenant	 before	 the	 LORD,	 to	 follow	 the	 LORD,	 and	 to	 keep	 His
commandments	 and	His	 testimonies	 and	His	 statutes	 with	 all	 his	 heart
and	all	his	soul,	to	perform	the	words	of	the	covenant	that	were	written	in
this	 book.	 32	 And	 he	 made	 all	 who	 were	 present	 in	 Jerusalem	 and
Benjamin	take	a	stand.	So	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	did	according	to
the	covenant	of	God,	the	God	of	their	fathers.

See	also	2Kings	23:1-3.

Because	of	 their	 sins,	 the	people	of	 Judah	were	 carried	off	 to	Babylon,
and	Jerusalem	was	destroyed.	Earlier,	the	ten-tribe	kingdom	of	Israel	had
been	carried	off	in	exile.

In	the	Chapters	16,	22	and	23,	the	prophet	Ezekiel	states	in	metaphorical
language,	in	a	striking	manner,	the	sins	of	the	people.	Israel,	God’s	wife,
the	 ‘youthful	 wife’,	 has	 committed	 adultery	 in	 an	 abominable	 manner.
God	calls	 Israel	 a	whore.	 In	particular	 the	city	of	 Jerusalem,	chosen	by
God	to	be	His	dwelling	place,	had	become	a	city	of	spiritual	prostitution.
For	this	reason,	the	city	was	destroyed.

In	 the	 verses	 47	 and	 48	 of	 Ezekiel	 16,	 the	 LORD	 says	 through	 His
prophet	 that	 the	 sins	 of	 Jerusalem	 easily	 surpass	 those	 of	 Sodom	 and
Samaria.	 In	 verse	 51,	 Sodom	 and	 Samaria	 are	 even	 called	 righteous,
compared	to	Jerusalem.

In	 the	 verses	 49	 and	 50,	 the	 LORD	mentions	 once	 more	 why	 He	 has
wiped	away	Sodom	(and	Gomorrah):

Ezekiel	16:49	“Look,	this	was	the	iniquity	of	your	sister	Sodom:	She	and



her	 daughter	 had	 pride,	 fullness	 of	 food,	 and	 abundance	 of	 idleness;
neither	did	she	strengthen	 the	hand	of	 the	poor	and	needy.	50	And	 they
were	 haughty	 and	 committed	 abomination	 before	 Me;	 therefore	 I	 took
them	away	as	I	saw	fit.”

In	Ezekiel	16,	we	can	read	how	Jerusalem	has	ended	up	in	this	plight.	As
a	gentile	city,	inhabited	by	Amorites	and	Hittites,	this	city	was	chosen	by
God	 to	 be	 a	 city	 for	 His	 chosen	 people	 Israel,	 a	 city	 in	 which	 God
Himself	wanted	to	dwell	among	His	people.	On	behalf	of	the	LORD,	the
prophet	Micah	promises	 that	 the	kingdom	(the	first)	of	King	David	will
come	 back	 again.	 It	 is	 something	 that	 the	LORD	had	 also	 promised	 to
David,	for	his	kingdom	would	be	an	everlasting	kingdom.

Micah	 4:7	 “I	 will	 make	 the	 lame	 a	 remnant,	 and	 the	 outcast	 a	 strong
nation;	 so	 the	LORD	will	 reign	over	 them	 in	Mount	Zion	 from	now	on,
even	 forever.	 8	 And	 you,	 O	 tower	 of	 the	 flock,	 the	 stronghold	 of	 the
daughter	 of	 Zion,	 to	 you	 shall	 it	 come,	 even	 the	 former	 dominion	 shall
come,	the	kingdom	of	the	daughter	of	Jerusalem.”

With	 ‘stronghold’	 (hill	 in	 some	 English	 translations)	 is	 meant	 part	 of
Mount	Zion	on	which	David	had	built	his	citadel.	The	people	of	Israel	is
meant	with	phrases	like	‘daughter	of	Zion’	and	‘daughter	of	Jerusalem’.

In	586	B.C.,	the	city	of	Jerusalem	was	destroyed	by	the	Chaldeans.	In	the
fifth	century	B.C.,	some	seventy	years	later,	the	city	of	Jerusalem,	as	well
as	the	Temple,	was	rebuilt	in	the	capable	hands	of	Ezra.	The	LORD	had
indicated	this	to	His	prophet	Zechariah:

Zechariah	 1:16	 ‘Therefore	 thus	 says	 the	 LORD:	 “I	 am	 returning	 to
Jerusalem	with	mercy;	My	house	shall	be	built	in	it,”	says	the	LORD	of
hosts,	“and	a	surveyor’s	line	shall	be	stretched	out	over	Jerusalem.”’	17
“Again	proclaim,	saying,	‘Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts:	“My	cities	shall
again	spread	out	through	prosperity;	the	LORD	will	again	comfort	Zion,
and	will	again	choose	Jerusalem.”

The	 LORD	 has	 chosen	 Jerusalem,	 and	 despite	 all	 unfaithfulness	 and
stubbornness	 the	 LORD	 holds	 on	 to	 His	 elect	 and	 His	 covenant.	 This
Temple	 continued	 to	 exist	 until	 the	 year	 70	 A.D.,	 when	 the	 Romans
destroyed	the	city	of	Jerusalem	and	the	Temple.	The	destruction	had	been
foretold	by	the	Messiah	Jesus:



Luke	21:20	“But	 when	 you	 see	 Jerusalem	 surrounded	 by	 armies,	 then
know	that	its	desolation	is	near.	(…)	24	And	they	will	fall	by	the	edge	of
the	sword,	and	be	led	away	captive	into	all	nations.	And	Jerusalem	will
be	trampled	by	Gentiles	until	the	times	of	the	Gentiles	are	fulfilled.”

The	latter	prophecy	points	to	the	fulfillment	of	the	times	of	the	Gentiles.
What	 does	 the	 Lord	 mean	 here?	 He	 points	 to	 the	 spreading	 of	 God’s
Word	among	the	Gentiles.	As	soon	as	this	draws	to	an	end,	Jerusalem	will
be	inhabited	again	by	Israel.	In	our	days,	Jerusalem	is	again	inhabited	by
Jews.	However,	we	cannot	yet	deduce	from	this	that	soon	there	will	come
an	end	to	God’s	Word	being	spread	among	the	Gentiles.	This	spreading
will	continue	up	to	the	end	of	the	Millennium.

The	Lord	Jesus	also	tells	us	the	reason	for	this	destruction	of	the	city:

Matthew	23:37	“O	Jerusalem,	Jerusalem,	the	one	who	kills	the	prophets
and	stones	those	who	are	sent	to	her!	How	often	I	wanted	to	gather	your
children	 together,	as	a	hen	gathers	her	chicks	under	her	wings,	but	you
were	not	willing!	38	See!	Your	house	is	left	to	you	desolate.”

Jerusalem	 not	 only	 killed	 prophets,	 but	 also	 rejected	 and	 crucified	 the
owner,	King	Messiah	Jesus:

Mark	10:33	“Behold,	we	are	going	up	to	Jerusalem,	and	the	Son	of	Man
will	 be	 betrayed	 to	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	 to	 the	 scribes;	 and	 they	 will
condemn	Him	to	death	and	deliver	Him	to	the	Gentiles;	34	and	they	will
mock	Him,	and	scourge	Him,	and	spit	on	Him,	and	kill	Him.	And	the	third
day	He	will	rise	again.”

Despite	 everything,	 Jerusalem	 remains	 the	 city	 of	 God’s	 choosing.
Starting	 from	 Jerusalem,	 the	 gospel	 was	 proclaimed	 to	 all	 the	 nations.
The	Lord	Jesus	commissioned	His	disciples	to	this	end,	but	they	were	to
start	in	Jerusalem.

After	the	Messiah	Jesus	had	been	risen	from	the	dead	and	had	ascended
to	His	Father	in	heaven,	there	was	another	major	event	in	Jerusalem:	The
Holy	Spirit	was	poured	out	on	all	 flesh,	as	 foretold	by	 the	prophet	 Joel
(2:28-29).	The	partial	fulfillment	of	this	prophecy	is	described	in:

Acts	2:1	When	the	Day	of	Pentecost	had	 fully	come,	 they	were	all	with
one	 accord	 in	 one	 place.	 2	 And	 suddenly	 there	 came	 a	 sound	 from



heaven,	as	of	a	rushing	mighty	wind,	and	it	filled	the	whole	house	where
they	were	sitting.	3	Then	 there	appeared	 to	 them	divided	 tongues,	as	of
fire,	and	one	sat	upon	each	of	 them.	4	And	 they	were	all	 filled	with	 the
Holy	 Spirit	 and	 began	 to	 speak	 with	 other	 tongues,	 as	 the	 Spirit	 gave
them	utterance.

Through	 the	 proclamation	 of	 the	 apostles	 in	 Jerusalem,	 many	 people
came	 to	 faith	 in	 the	Messiah,	but	pretty	 soon	 they	were	persecuted	and
driven	 away.	However,	 their	 being	driven	 away	 led	 to	 the	gospel	 being
spread	even	more	quickly	well	beyond	Jerusalem.

After	 the	 destruction	 of	 the	 city	 and	 the	 temple	 in	 70	A.D.,	 the	 role	 of
Jerusalem	seemed	 to	have	been	played	out.	Nothing	 is	 further	 from	 the
truth.	The	prophecies	foretell	a	glorious	future	for	Jerusalem.	The	prophet
Zechariah	prophesied	about	 this	 in	Chapter	8:	Jerusalem	and	the	 temple
will	be	rebuilt.	The	LORD	Himself	will	live	in	their	midst.	Jerusalem	will
be	 called	 various	 names:	 ‘The	 City	 of	 Truth’,	 ‘The	 Mountain	 of	 the
LORD	 of	 hosts’,	 ‘The	 Holy	 Mountain’.	 This	 will	 be	 fulfilled	 in	 the
Millennium	when	the	Messiah	will	reign	the	earth	from	Jerusalem:

Zechariah	8:3	“Thus	says	the	LORD:	‘I	will	return	to	Zion,	and	dwell	in
the	midst	of	Jerusalem.	Jerusalem	shall	be	called	 the	City	of	Truth,	 the
Mountain	 of	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts,	 the	 Holy	Mountain.’	 4	 Thus	 says	 the
LORD	of	hosts:	‘Old	men	and	old	women	shall	again	sit	in	the	streets	of
Jerusalem,	each	one	with	his	staff	in	his	hand	because	of	great	age.	5	The
streets	of	the	city	shall	be	full	of	boys	and	girls	playing	in	its	streets.’”

In	his	revelation,	the	Lord	Jesus	says	to	His	servant	John	that	in	the	future
there	will	be	a	new	city	of	Jerusalem	that	will	come	down	out	of	heaven.

91.6	 The	Messiah	 will	 be	 Priest	 forever,	 according	 to	 the	 order	 of
Melchizedek

In	Genesis	14:18,	we	read	that	Melchizedek	was	the	priest	of	God	Most
High,	a	priest	forever.	In	Psalm	110:4,	the	Father	also	said	of	the	Messiah
that	He	will	be	a	Priest	forever,	according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek,	a
priest	 without	 a	 genealogy.	 By	 way	 of	 His	 sacrifice	 on	 Calvary,	 he
allayed	God’s	wrath	over	sin	with	one	sacrifice.	Every	person	whom	the
Father	gives/has	given	to	His	Son	may	count	on	the	forgiveness	of	his/her
sins.	The	Messiah	Jesus	will	as	(High)	Priest	and	King	rule	in	Jerusalem



during	the	Millennium	and	will	be	present	in	His	temple.

Psalm	110:4	The	LORD	has	sworn	and	will	not	relent,	“You	are	a	priest
forever	according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek.”

Hebrews	5:6	As	He	also	says	in	another	place:	“You	are	a	priest	forever
according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek”;	7	who,	in	the	days	of	His	flesh,
when	He	had	offered	up	prayers	and	supplications,	with	vehement	cries
and	tears	to	Him	who	was	able	to	save	Him	from	death,	and	was	heard
because	 of	 His	 godly	 fear,	 8	 though	 He	 was	 a	 Son,	 yet	 He	 learned
obedience	by	the	things	which	He	suffered.	9	And	having	been	perfected,
He	became	the	author	of	eternal	salvation	to	all	who	obey	Him,	10	called
by	God	as	High	Priest	“according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek.”

91.7	In	the	kingdom	of	the	Messiah,	there	will	again	be	a	temple	and
a	throne–the	building	of	the	fourth	temple

This	fourth	temple	will	be	a	house	of	worship	for	all	the	nations.	This	is
quite	different	 from	what	 took	place	 in	 the	 third	 temple.	As	a	matter	of
fact,	satan	saw	to	it	that	he	himself	was	honored	and	worshiped	as	a	god
in	this	temple.	2Thessalonians	2:4	states	that	he	is	the	one	‘who	opposes’.
For	three-and-a-half	years,	the	Gentiles	(the	ungodly)	will	be	in	control	in
the	temple	(Revelation	11:2),	but	the	LORD	cannot	live	in	a	temple	that
has	been	so	defiled.

Isaiah	56:6	“Also	 the	 sons	 of	 the	 foreigner	who	 join	 themselves	 to	 the
LORD,	 to	 serve	 Him,	 and	 to	 love	 the	 name	 of	 the	 LORD,	 to	 be	 His
servants	--	everyone	who	keeps	from	defiling	the	Sabbath,	and	holds	fast
My	covenant	--	7	even	them	I	will	bring	to	My	holy	mountain,	and	make
them	 joyful	 in	 My	 house	 of	 prayer.	 Their	 burnt	 offerings	 and	 their
sacrifices	will	be	accepted	on	My	altar;	 for	My	house	shall	be	called	a
house	 of	 prayer	 for	 all	 nations.”	 8	 The	 Lord	 GOD,	 who	 gathers	 the
outcasts	of	Israel,	says,	“Yet	I	will	gather	to	him	others	besides	those	who
are	gathered	to	him.”

In	conformity	with	divine	instructions,	there	will	no	longer	be	an	ark	of
the	 covenant	 in	 this	 temple.	 According	 to	 Jeremiah’s	 prophecy,	 people
will	not	even	think	of	the	ark	anymore!

Jeremiah	3:16	“Then	it	shall	come	to	pass,	when	you	are	multiplied	and
increased	in	the	land	in	those	days,”	says	the	LORD,	“that	they	will	say



no	more,	 ‘The	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 of	 the	 LORD.’	 It	 shall	 not	 come	 to
mind,	nor	 shall	 they	 remember	 it,	 nor	 shall	 they	 visit	 it,	 nor	 shall	 it	 be
made	anymore.”

The	city	of	Jerusalem	will	be	completely	rebuilt,	as	will	the	palace	of	the
king.	And	the	LORD	will	place	the	sanctuary	in	the	center	of	the	city.

According	 to	 Ezekiel’s	 measurements,	 Jerusalem	 will	 be	 built	 almost
right	up	to	the	sea.	This	temple,	this	sanctuary,	will	continue	to	be	there
into	all	eternity.	The	LORD	also	calls	the	temple	‘My	Tabernacle.’

Jeremiah	30:18	“Thus	 says	 the	 LORD:	 ‘Behold,	 I	 will	 bring	 back	 the
captivity	of	Jacob’s	tents,	and	have	mercy	on	his	dwelling	places;	the	city
shall	be	built	upon	its	own	mound,	and	the	palace	shall	remain	according
to	its	own	plan.’”

Ezekiel	37:26	“Moreover	I	will	make	a	covenant	of	peace	with	them,	and
it	 shall	be	an	everlasting	covenant	with	 them;	 I	will	establish	 them	and
multiply	them,	and	I	will	set	My	sanctuary	in	their	midst	forevermore.	27
My	 tabernacle	also	shall	be	with	 them;	 indeed	 I	will	be	 their	God,	and
they	shall	be	My	people.”

Zechariah	 1:16	 ‘Therefore	 thus	 says	 the	 LORD:	 “I	 am	 returning	 to
Jerusalem	with	mercy;	My	house	shall	be	built	in	it,”	says	the	LORD	of
hosts,	“and	a	surveyor’s	line	shall	be	stretched	out	over	Jerusalem.”’

Zechariah	 6:12	 Then	 speak	 to	 him,	 saying,	 ‘Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of
hosts,	saying:	“Behold,	the	Man	whose	name	is	the	BRANCH!	From	His
place	He	shall	branch	out,	and	He	shall	build	 the	temple	of	 the	LORD;
13	yes,	He	shall	build	the	temple	of	the	LORD.	He	shall	bear	the	glory,
and	 shall	 sit	 and	 rule	 on	 His	 throne;	 so	 He	 shall	 be	 a	 priest	 on	 His
throne,	and	the	counsel	of	peace	shall	be	between	them	both.”’

See	 Ezekiel,	 Chapters	 40-46,	 on	 instructions	 with	 respect	 to	 the
building	and	interior	of	the	Temple.

Service	of	the	house	of	God–the	sacrifices

A	 lot	 has	 been	 written	 about	 the	 sacrifices	 in	 the	 fourth	 temple.	 The
different	 interpretations	 come	 to	 a	 head	 in	 the	 question	 of	 how	 these
sacrifices	can	possibly	be	re-introduced.	Didn’t	the	Messiah	Jesus	make	a
perfect,	 complete	offering	on	Calvary?	Didn’t	He	 say,	 “It	 is	 finished!”?



Why	then	would	sacrifices	be	needed	again?

Ezekiel	 20:40	“For	 on	 My	 holy	 mountain,	 on	 the	 mountain	 height	 of
Israel,”	says	the	Lord	GOD,	“there	all	the	house	of	Israel,	all	of	them	in
the	land,	shall	serve	Me;	there	I	will	accept	them,	and	there	I	will	require
your	offerings	and	the	firstfruits	of	your	sacrifices,	together	with	all	your
holy	things.”

Ezekiel	 46:2	 “The	 prince	 shall	 enter	 by	 way	 of	 the	 vestibule	 of	 the
gateway	 from	 the	 outside,	 and	 stand	 by	 the	 gatepost.	 The	 priests	 shall
prepare	his	 burnt	 offering	and	his	 peace	offerings.	He	 shall	worship	at
the	threshold	of	the	gate.	Then	he	shall	go	out,	but	the	gate	shall	not	be
shut	until	evening.”

Ton	Stier	(director	of	the	Dutch	foundation	Israel	and	the	Bible)	has	tried
to	 find	 an	 explanation	 for	 the	 sacrifices	 in	 the	 fourth	 temple.	 In	 my
opinion	 his	 explanation	 seems	 quite	 plausible,	 and	 it	 is	 based	 on	 the
Bible.	Not	everybody	will	agree	with	this	explanation,	but	if	you	have	a
better	explanation,	please	say	so.

Ton	Stier’s	explanation	on	the	sacrifices

‘Both	 the	 Levitical	 sacrifices	 under	 the	 old	 covenant	 and	 the	 future
sacrifices	 in	 the	 Messianic	 Millennium	 are	 only	 shadows.	 The	 former
were	‘a	shadow	of	the	good	things	to	come’	(Hebrews	10:1),	the	latter	are
a	shadow	of	the	fulfilled	things.

Compare	 the	morning	and	evening	sun;	 it	 subsequently	spreads	 its	 light
on	the	front	and	the	back	of	an	object.	The	fact	that	Christ’s	throne	will
be	 present	 in	 the	 new	 temple	 and	 that	 He	will	 dwell	 there	 among	His
people	in	full	glory	(Ezekiel	43:4-7;	44:4)	requires	thorough	teaching	on
His	holiness.	Gradually,	Israel	and	the	nations	(at	the	time	hardly	familiar
with	the	Gospel)	will	get	an	understanding	of	the	price	that	Christ	paid	to
enable	them	to	enter	the	beneficial	millennium.	Then	the	connection	will
become	clear	between	 the	Levitical	 sacrifices	 and	 the	 fulfillment	 in	 the
accomplished	work	of	Israel’s	Messiah	on	Calvary–a	connection	that	has
been	denied	by	Israel	for	at	least	two	thousand	years,	and	for	this	reason
will	still	be	explained	by	the	LORD.	The	sacrifices	will	then	function	as	a
kind	of	‘object	lesson’.	There	will	be	a	connection	between	what	one	sees
(just	as	the	whole	Tabernacle	testifies	to	Christ)	and	the	ordinances	to	be



kept.

Ezekiel	43:11	“And	if	they	are	ashamed	of	all	that	they	have	done,	make
known	to	them	the	design	of	the	temple	and	its	arrangement,	its	exits	and
its	entrances,	its	entire	design	and	all	its	ordinances,	all	its	forms	and	all
its	 laws.	Write	 it	 down	 in	 their	 sight,	 so	 that	 they	 may	 keep	 its	 whole
design	and	all	its	ordinances,	and	perform	them.	12	This	is	the	law	of	the
temple:	 The	 whole	 area	 surrounding	 the	 mountaintop	 is	 most	 holy.
Behold,	this	is	the	law	of	the	temple.”

What	these	ordinances	are,	can	be	read	in	the	continuation	of	the	chapter;
they	involve	the	altar	and	its	sacrifices.	How	the	people	are	sanctified	for
carrying	 out	 their	 mission	 (45:17),	 we	 recognize	 in	 Isaiah’s	 wonderful
calling.	 Just	 like	Ezekiel	 (44:4)	 he	may	behold	 the	King,	 the	LORD	of
hosts,	in	His	future	temple,	and	in	the	spirit	he	is	moved	to	the	time	that
‘the	whole	earth	is	full	of	His	glory’	(Isaiah	6:1-7).

But	first	his	lips	had	to	be	purified	with	a	live	coal	from	the	altar	(Isaiah
6:6).	 In	 this	 respect,	you	have	 to	consider	 that	 this	 involves	mortal	men
who	do	not	yet	have	a	glorious	body–as	contrasted	to	the	Church	which
will	be	gathered	with	Christ	in	a	glorious	body	(Philippians	3:20-21).

Therefore,	 the	 distinction	 between	 clean	 and	 unclean	 must	 be	 a	 major
theme	of	 instruction:	“And	 they	 (the	priests)	 shall	 teach	My	people	 the
difference	 between	 the	 holy	 and	 the	 unholy,	 and	 cause	 them	 to	 discern
between	the	unclean	and	the	clean”	(44:23,	see	also	42:20).	And	indeed,
animal	 blood	 will	 be	 shed	 in	 these	 offerings	 (Ezekiel	 43:18-27),	 the
actual	value	of	which	is	of	course	only	redeemed	by	Christ’s	blood.	For
that	matter,	don’t	we	look	back	on	Christ’s	finished	work	in	the	signs	of
bread	and	wine?	How	much	more	then	in	the	city	of	the	great	King	who
will	then	be	called:	YHWH	Shammah,	THE	LORD	IS	THERE	(Ezekiel
48:35).

See	Ezekiel,	Chapters	45-48,	for	ordinances	with	respect	to	the	sacrifices
and	the	division	of	the	land	of	Israel.

The	glory	of	God	in	the	temple

For	 a	 certain	 period	 of	 time,	God	 lived	 among	His	 chosen	 people.	The
LORD	was	present	in	the	pillar	of	cloud	to	guide	the	nation	and	protect	it
on	 their	 journey	 from	 Egypt	 to	 Canaan.	 After	 the	 tabernacle	 had	 been



built,	it	was	filled	with	the	glory	of	the	LORD.

Exodus	40:34	Then	the	cloud	covered	the	tabernacle	of	meeting,	and	the
glory	of	 the	LORD	filled	 the	 tabernacle.	35	And	Moses	was	not	able	 to
enter	 the	 tabernacle	of	meeting,	because	 the	 cloud	 rested	above	 it,	 and
the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled	the	tabernacle.

Upon	 its	dedication,	 the	glory	of	God	entered	 the	 temple	built	 by	King
Solomon.	 After	 the	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 had	 been	 taken	 to	 the	 inner
sanctuary	 and	 the	 priests	 had	 left	 the	 sanctuary	 again,	 the	 glory	 of	 the
LORD	filled	the	sanctuary.

1Kings	8:5	Also	King	Solomon,	 and	all	 the	 congregation	of	 Israel	who
were	assembled	with	him,	were	with	him	before	the	ark,	sacrificing	sheep
and	oxen	that	could	not	be	counted	or	numbered	for	multitude.	6	Then	the
priests	brought	in	the	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD	to	its	place,	into
the	 inner	 sanctuary	 of	 the	 temple,	 to	 the	 Most	 Holy	 Place,	 under	 the
wings	of	the	cherubim.	(…)	10	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the	priests	came
out	of	the	holy	place,	that	the	cloud	filled	the	house	of	the	LORD,	11	so
that	the	priests	could	not	continue	ministering	because	of	the	cloud;	for
the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled	the	house	of	the	LORD.

But	 because	 of	 the	 sins	 of	 the	 people,	 there	 came	 an	 end	 to	 God’s
presence	 in	 their	midst.	The	glory	of	 the	LORD	disappeared	 from	 their
midst.	He	 left	 through	 the	 east	 gate,	 heading	 east.	 The	 ark	was	 carried
away	to	Babylon	by	the	Chaldean	armies	and	never	returned.

Ezekiel	10:18	Then	the	glory	of	the	LORD	departed	from	the	threshold	of
the	temple	and	stood	over	the	cherubim.	19	And	the	cherubim	lifted	their
wings	and	mounted	up	 from	 the	earth	 in	my	sight.	When	 they	went	out,
the	wheels	were	beside	them;	and	they	stood	at	the	door	of	the	east	gate
of	the	LORD’s	house,	and	the	glory	of	the	God	of	Israel	was	above	them.

Ezekiel	 11:22	 So	 the	 cherubim	 lifted	 up	 their	 wings,	 with	 the	 wheels
beside	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	God	of	Israel	was	high	above	them.	23
And	the	glory	of	the	LORD	went	up	from	the	midst	of	the	city	and	stood
on	the	mountain,	which	is	on	the	east	side	of	the	city.

The	 glory	 of	 God	 will	 return	 in	 the	 temple,	 so	 the	 prophet	 Ezekiel
foretells.	 He	 will	 be	 coming	 back	 from	 the	 same	 direction	 as	 He	 left:
from	the	east.	Meanwhile	we	have	reached	Ezekiel	43:	the	fourth	temple



has	 been	 built	 and	 we	 find	 ourselves	 in	 the	 Millennium.	 The	 LORD
promises	that	the	glory	of	this	temple	will	be	greater	than	that	of	the	first
temple,	Solomon’s	temple	(Haggai	2:8-10).

Ezekiel	 43:2	And	 behold,	 the	 glory	 of	 the	God	 of	 Israel	 came	 from	 the
way	 of	 the	 east.	His	 voice	was	 like	 the	 sound	 of	many	waters;	 and	 the
earth	 shone	 with	His	 glory.	 3	 It	 was	 like	 the	 appearance	 of	 the	 vision
which	I	saw	--	like	the	vision	which	I	saw	when	I	came	to	destroy	the	city.
The	visions	were	like	the	vision	which	I	saw	by	the	River	Chebar;	and	I
fell	on	my	face.	4	And	the	glory	of	the	LORD	came	into	the	temple	by	way
of	 the	 gate	 which	 faces	 toward	 the	 east.	 5	 The	 Spirit	 lifted	me	 up	 and
brought	me	into	the	inner	court;	and	behold,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled
the	temple.	6	Then	I	heard	Him	speaking	to	me	from	the	temple,	while	a
man	stood	beside	me.	7	And	He	said	to	me,	“Son	of	man,	this	is	the	place
of	My	throne	and	the	place	of	the	soles	of	My	feet,	where	I	will	dwell	in
the	 midst	 of	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 forever.	 No	more	 shall	 the	 house	 of
Israel	defile	My	holy	name,	they	nor	their	kings,	by	their	harlotry	or	with
the	carcasses	of	their	kings	on	their	high	places.”

Ezekiel	44:2	And	the	LORD	said	to	me,	“This	gate	shall	be	shut;	it	shall
not	be	opened,	and	no	man	shall	enter	by	it,	because	the	LORD	God	of
Israel	has	entered	by	it;	therefore	it	shall	be	shut.”

See	also	Ezekiel	44:3-5.

Haggai	2:7	(…)	‘and	I	will	fill	this	temple	with	glory,’	says	the	LORD	of
hosts.	 (…)	 9	 ‘The	 glory	 of	 this	 latter	 temple	 shall	 be	 greater	 than	 the
former,’	says	the	LORD	of	hosts.	‘And	in	this	place	I	will	give	peace,’	says
the	LORD	of	hosts.

Revelation	15:8	The	temple	was	filled	with	smoke	from	the	glory	of	God
and	 from	 His	 power,	 and	 no	 one	 was	 able	 to	 enter	 the	 temple	 till	 the
seven	plagues	of	the	seven	angels	were	completed.

The	presence	of	the	LORD	in	the	new	Temple	will	appear	from	the	pillar
of	 cloud	hanging	 above	 the	buildings.	Also	 at	 night,	 there	will	 be	 light
again,	the	shining	of	flaming	fire.

Isaiah	 4:5	 then	 the	 LORD	 will	 create	 above	 every	 dwelling	 place	 of
Mount	Zion,	and	above	her	assemblies,	a	cloud	and	smoke	by	day	and	the
shining	of	a	flaming	fire	by	night.	For	over	all	 the	glory	there	will	be	a



covering.	6	And	there	will	be	a	tabernacle	for	shade	in	the	daytime	from
the	heat,	for	a	place	of	refuge,	and	for	a	shelter	from	storm	and	rain.

God	 will	 dwell	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 forever	 (Ezekiel
43:7).	The	Name	of	God	will	no	longer	be	defiled.	In	manifold	ways,	the
Lord	 indicates	 that	He	 is	once	again	going	 to	dwell	 in	 the	midst	of	His
people.	This	will	 happen	during	 the	Millennium,	 and	 after	 that	 forever.
Many	 texts	 speak	 about	God’s	dwelling	 in	 the	midst	 of	His	people,	 for
example	the	Psalms	and	the	Prophets.	It	is	obvious	that	He	will	then	need
a	place	to	dwell,	just	like	He	used	to	have.

Psalm	48:1	Great	 is	 the	LORD,	and	greatly	 to	be	praised	 in	 the	city	of
our	God,	 in	His	 holy	mountain.	 2	Beautiful	 in	 elevation,	 the	 joy	 of	 the
whole	earth,	is	Mount	Zion	on	the	sides	of	the	north,	the	city	of	the	great
King.	3	God	is	in	her	palaces;	He	is	known	as	her	refuge.

See	also	Psalm	48:9-14;	Psalm	102:16-22.

Psalm	132:13	For	the	LORD	has	chosen	Zion;	He	has	desired	it	for	His
dwelling	place:	14	“This	 is	My	resting	place	 forever;	here	 I	will	dwell,
for	I	have	desired	it.”

Zephaniah	3:17	“The	LORD	your	God	 in	 your	midst,	 the	Mighty	One,
will	save;	He	will	rejoice	over	you	with	gladness,	He	will	quiet	you	with
His	love,	He	will	rejoice	over	you	with	singing.”

See	also	Isaiah	2:2,3;	Isaiah	4:2-6;	Isaiah	12:6;	Isaiah	24:23;	Isaiah	26:1-
4;	 Isaiah	 30:19;	 Isaiah	 33:20-22;	 Isaiah	 52:7-9;	 Jeremiah	 3:17;	 Ezekiel
37:26.

Streams	of	blessing	flowing	from	the	new	temple

A	lot	of	water	will	flow	out	of	the	new	temple.	It	will	become	a	stream	so
deep	that	one	can	only	cross	it	by	swimming.

It	gives	an	image	of	the	fullness	of	blessing	coming	from	the	new	temple.
Looking	 at	 this	 image,	 who	wouldn’t	 think	 of	 the	Messiah	 Jesus	Who
called	His	body	a	temple–a	temple	that	after	destruction	would	be	rebuilt
in	three	days?

Blood	 flowed	 from	 this	 temple,	 this	body.	This	blood	cleanses	 from	all
sins	and	it	has	been	a	flow	of	blessing,	and	will	continue	to	be	so	in	the



future	 for	 Jew	 and	Gentile.	 It	 is	 the	water	 of	 life	 originating	 from	His
temple,	 His	 body–proceeded	 from	 the	 throne	 of	 God	 and	 the	 Lamb
(Revelation	22:1).

Ezekiel	 47:1	Then	 he	 brought	me	 back	 to	 the	 door	 of	 the	 temple;	 and
there	was	water,	 flowing	 from	under	 the	 threshold	of	 the	 temple	 toward
the	east,	for	the	front	of	the	temple	faced	east;	the	water	was	flowing	from
under	the	right	side	of	the	temple,	south	of	the	altar.	2	He	brought	me	out
by	way	of	the	north	gate,	and	led	me	around	on	the	outside	to	the	outer
gateway	 that	 faces	 east;	 and	 there	was	water,	 running	 out	 on	 the	 right
side.	3	And	when	the	man	went	out	to	the	east	with	the	line	in	his	hand,
he	measured	one	thousand	cubits,	and	he	brought	me	through	the	waters;
the	water	came	up	to	my	ankles.	4	Again	he	measured	one	thousand	and
brought	me	through	the	waters;	the	water	came	up	to	my	knees.	Again	he
measured	one	 thousand	and	brought	me	 through;	 the	water	came	up	 to
my	waist.	5	Again	he	measured	one	 thousand,	and	 it	was	a	 river	 that	 I
could	 not	 cross;	 for	 the	 water	 was	 too	 deep,	 water	 in	 which	 one	must
swim,	a	river	 that	could	not	be	crossed.	6	He	said	 to	me,	“Son	of	man,
have	you	seen	this?”	Then	he	brought	me	and	returned	me	to	the	bank	of
the	river.	7	When	I	returned,	there,	along	the	bank	of	the	river,	were	very
many	trees	on	one	side	and	the	other.	8	Then	he	said	to	me:	“This	water
flows	toward	the	eastern	region,	goes	down	into	the	valley,	and	enters	the
sea.	When	it	reaches	the	sea,	its	waters	are	healed.	9	And	it	shall	be	that
every	living	thing	that	moves,	wherever	the	rivers	go,	will	live.	There	will
be	a	very	great	multitude	of	fish,	because	these	waters	go	there;	for	they
will	 be	 healed,	 and	 everything	 will	 live	 wherever	 the	 river	 goes.	 10	 It
shall	be	that	fishermen	will	stand	by	it	from	En	Gedi	to	En	Eglaim;	they
will	be	places	for	spreading	their	nets.	Their	fish	will	be	of	the	same	kinds
as	 the	 fish	 of	 the	Great	 Sea,	 exceedingly	many.	 11	But	 its	 swamps	 and
marshes	will	not	be	healed;	they	will	be	given	over	to	salt.	12	Along	the
bank	of	the	river,	on	this	side	and	that,	will	grow	all	kinds	of	trees	used
for	food;	their	leaves	will	not	wither,	and	their	fruit	will	not	fail.	They	will
bear	 fruit	 every	 month,	 because	 their	 water	 flows	 from	 the	 sanctuary.
Their	fruit	will	be	for	food,	and	their	leaves	for	medicine.”

Malachi	 3:3	“He	will	 sit	 as	 a	 refiner	 and	 a	 purifier	 of	 silver;	He	will
purify	the	sons	of	Levi,	and	purge	them	as	gold	and	silver,	that	they	may
offer	 to	 the	 LORD	 an	 offering	 in	 righteousness.	 4	 Then	 the	 offering	 of



Judah	and	Jerusalem	will	be	pleasant	to	the	LORD,	as	in	the	days	of	old,
as	in	former	years.”

Revelation	21:24	And	the	nations	of	those	who	are	saved	shall	walk	in	its
light,	and	the	kings	of	the	earth	bring	their	glory	and	honor	into	it.

Revelation	22:1	And	he	showed	me	a	pure	river	of	water	of	life,	clear	as
crystal,	 proceeding	 from	 the	 throne	 of	 God	 and	 of	 the	 Lamb.	 2	 In	 the
middle	of	 its	 street,	 and	on	 either	 side	of	 the	 river,	was	 the	 tree	of	 life,
which	 bore	 twelve	 fruits,	 each	 tree	 yielding	 its	 fruit	 every	 month.	 The
leaves	of	 the	 tree	were	 for	 the	healing	of	 the	nations.91.8	Israel	will
repent	and	its	sins	forgiven
See	Chapter	88	for	further	explanation.

Psalm	85:1	(…)	Lord,	You	have	been	 favorable	 to	Your	 land;	You	have
brought	back	 the	captivity	of	Jacob.	2	You	have	 forgiven	 the	 iniquity	of
Your	people;	You	have	covered	all	their	sin.	Selah	3	You	have	taken	away
all	Your	wrath;	You	have	turned	from	the	fierceness	of	Your	anger.

Psalm	130:7	O	 Israel,	 hope	 in	 the	 LORD;	 for	with	 the	 LORD	 there	 is
mercy,	 and	 with	 Him	 is	 abundant	 redemption.	 8	 And	 He	 shall	 redeem
Israel	from	all	his	iniquities.

Isaiah	 4:3	And	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass	 that	 he	 who	 is	 left	 in	 Zion	 and
remains	 in	 Jerusalem	 will	 be	 called	 holy	 --	 everyone	 who	 is	 recorded
among	 the	 living	 in	 Jerusalem.	 4	When	 the	Lord	 has	washed	 away	 the
filth	of	the	daughters	of	Zion,	and	purged	the	blood	of	Jerusalem	from	her
midst,	by	the	spirit	of	judgment	and	by	the	spirit	of	burning…

91.9	The	tribes	will	regain	possession	of	the

blighted	land	and	receive	their	inheritance

See	Chapter	76	for	an	extensive	explanation.

Psalm	69:35	For	God	will	save	Zion	and	build	 the	cities	of	Judah,	 that
they	 may	 dwell	 there	 and	 possess	 it.	 36	 Also,	 the	 descendants	 of	 His
servants	shall	inherit	it,	and	those	who	love	His	name	shall	dwell	in	it.

Ezekiel	47:13	Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	“These	are	the	borders	by	which
you	 shall	 divide	 the	 land	 as	 an	 inheritance	 among	 the	 twelve	 tribes	 of
Israel.	 Joseph	 shall	 have	 two	 portions.	 14	 “You	 shall	 inherit	 it	 equally



with	 one	 another;	 for	 I	 raised	 My	 hand	 in	 an	 oath	 to	 give	 it	 to	 your
fathers,	and	this	land	shall	fall	to	you	as	your	inheritance.	15	This	shall
be	the	border	of	the	land	on	the	north:	from	the	Great	Sea,	by	the	road	to
Hethlon,	as	one	goes	to	Zedad,	16	Hamath,	Berothah,	Sibraim	(which	is
between	 the	 border	 of	Damascus	 and	 the	 border	 of	Hamath),	 to	Hazar
Hatticon	(which	is	on	the	border	of	Hauran).	17	Thus	the	boundary	shall
be	from	the	Sea	to	Hazar	Enan,	the	border	of	Damascus;	and	as	for	the
north,	northward,	it	is	the	border	of	Hamath.	This	is	the	north	side.	18	On
the	 east	 side	 you	 shall	mark	 out	 the	 border	 from	 between	Hauran	 and
Damascus,	and	between	Gilead	and	the	land	of	Israel,	along	the	Jordan,
and	along	the	eastern	side	of	 the	sea.	This	 is	 the	south	side,	 toward	the
South.	 20	 The	 west	 side	 shall	 be	 the	 Great	 Sea,	 from	 the	 southern
boundary	until	 one	comes	 to	a	point	opposite	Hamath.	This	 is	 the	west
side.	21	Thus	you	 shall	divide	 this	 land	among	yourselves	according	 to
the	tribes	of	Israel.”

91.10	The	desert	will	blossom,	the	cities	be	re

built	and	the	land	will	give	fruits	again

See	Chapter	76	for	an	extensive	explanation.

Isaiah	35:1	The	wilderness	and	the	wasteland	shall	be	glad	for	them,	and
the	 desert	 shall	 rejoice	 and	 blossom	 as	 the	 rose;	 2	 it	 shall	 blossom
abundantly	and	rejoice,	even	with	joy	and	singing.	The	glory	of	Lebanon
shall	be	given	to	it,	the	excellence	of	Carmel	and	Sharon.	They	shall	see
the	glory	of	the	LORD,	the	excellency	of	our	God.

Jeremiah	31:4	“Again	I	will	build	you,	and	you	shall	be	rebuilt,	O	virgin
of	 Israel!	You	shall	again	be	adorned	with	your	 tambourines,	and	shall
go	forth	in	the	dances	of	those	who	rejoice.	5	You	shall	yet	plant	vines	on
the	 mountains	 of	 Samaria;	 the	 planters	 shall	 plant	 and	 eat	 them	 as
ordinary	food.”

91.11	Israel	has	an	earthly	assignment,	the

Church	a	heavenly	one

Due	 to	 the	 rejection	 and	 crucifixion	 of	 the	 Messiah	 Jesus,	 Israel’s
repentance	was	postponed,	to	be	taken	up	again	later,	at	the	end	of	times.
However,	 let	 us	not	 forget	 that	 part	 of	 Israel	 did	 repent.	Otherwise,	 the



Gospel	would	not	have	been	spread	throughout	the	world.	However,	the
whole	of	 Israel	will	 be	 saved;	 this	 involves	 the	 remnant	 after	 the	Great
Tribulation.	As	a	result	of	their	stubbornness,	however,	salvation	came	to
the	Gentiles–with	what	purpose?	To	provoke	the	Jews	to	jealousy!	In	this
connection,	 the	 apostle	 speaks	 about	 being	 ‘ignorant’.	 In	 the	 Tanakh,
people	did	not	know.	It	was	not	known	that	the	believing	Gentiles	would
become	co-heirs.	The	rapture	of	the	believers	was	not	known.	In	a	certain
sense,	 the	 origin	 and	 completion	 of	 the	 Church	 have	 an	 invisible
character.	 For	 this	 reason	 in	 the	Church	 there	 is	 no	 temple,	 etc.	 either.
Every	believer	himself	is	a	temple	of	God	by	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit.

Ephesians	 2:21	 in	 whom	 the	 whole	 building,	 being	 joined	 together,
grows	into	a	holy	temple	in	the	Lord,	22	in	whom	you	also	are	being	built
together	for	a	dwelling	place	of	God	in	the	Spirit.

The	 Church’s	 sacrifice	 is	 the	Messiah	 Himself.	 The	 believers	 have	 no
visible	 commandments	 on	 tablets	 of	 stone,	 but	 God’s	 commandments
have	been	written	in	their	hearts	by	the	Holy	Spirit:

2Corinthians	3:3	clearly	you	are	an	epistle	of	Christ,	ministered	by	us,
written	not	with	ink	but	by	the	Spirit	of	the	living	God,	not	on	tablets	of
stone	but	on	tablets	of	flesh,	that	is,	of	the	heart.

In	 the	 New	 Testament,	 the	 Church	 is	 described:	 as	 a	 temple	 with	 the
Messiah	 being	 the	 chief	 cornerstone	 (Ephesians	 2:20-21);	 as	 a	 body	 of
which	 Christ	 is	 the	 Head	 (Ephesians	 1:23),	 and	 as	 a	 Bride	 (Ephesians
5:24-32),	who	expects	Christ	as	Bridegroom.

Revelation	22:17	And	the	Spirit	and	the	bride	say,	“Come!”	And	let	him
who	hears	say,	“Come!”	And	let	him	who	thirsts	come.	Whoever	desires,
let	him	take	the	water	of	life	freely.

After	 the	 rapture,	 the	 believers	 will	 reign	 with	 the	 Messiah	 in	 the
Millennium.	Then	 the	Church’s	 time	 of	 obscurity	will	 be	 over,	 and	 the
Bride	will	be	joined	with	her	Bridegroom–the	Body	with	its	Head.	Israel
will	 remain	 on	 this	 earth,	 having	 received	 a	 great	 assignment	 in	 the
Millennium	from	the	Messiah,	their	king.

Zechariah	 14:5	 (…)	 Thus	 the	 LORD	 my	 God	 will	 come,	 and	 all	 the
saints	with	You.



Deuteronomy	 33:2	 And	 he	 said:	 “The	 LORD	 came	 from	 Sinai,	 and
dawned	on	 them	 from	Seir;	He	 shone	 forth	 from	Mount	Paran,	and	He
came	with	ten	thousands	of	saints;	from	His	right	hand	came	a	fiery	law
for	them.

1Thessalonians	3:13	so	that	He	may	establish	your	hearts	blameless	in
holiness	 before	 our	 God	 and	 Father	 at	 the	 coming	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus
Christ	with	all	His	saints.

2Thessalonians	1:10	when	He	comes,	in	that	Day,	to	be	glorified	in	His
saints	 and	 to	 be	 admired	 among	 all	 those	 who	 believe,	 because	 our
testimony	among	you	was	believed.

During	the	Millennium,	the	people	of	Israel	will	reach	their	final	destiny.
It	will	be	a	priestly	kingdom,	a	holy	nation.	Jerusalem	will	be	a	center	of
blessing	for	the	nations	on	earth.	The	law	and	the	Word	of	the	LORD	will
go	out	from	Jerusalem.	In	other	words,	 the	Jewish	nation	will	proclaim,
from	Jerusalem,	the	Law	and	the	Gospel	among	the	nations.

Micah	4:2	Many	nations	shall	come	and	say,	“Come,	and	let	us	go	up	to
the	mountain	 of	 the	 LORD,	 to	 the	 house	 of	 the	God	 of	 Jacob;	He	will
teach	us	His	ways,	and	we	shall	walk	in	His	paths.”	For	out	of	Zion	the
law	shall	go	forth,	and	the	word	of	the	LORD	from	Jerusalem.

Micah	 5:7	 Then	 the	 remnant	 of	 Jacob	 shall	 be	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 many
peoples,	 like	dew	 from	 the	LORD,	 like	 showers	on	 the	grass,	 that	 tarry
for	no	man	nor	wait	for	the	sons	of	men.

91.12	Israel	will	rule	over	the	foreigners	who	persecuted	them

The	Lord	will	punish	the	nations	that	treated	Israel	in	an	unjust	manner.
See	Chapter	68	for	an	extensive	explanation.

Deuteronomy	30:7	“Also	the	LORD	your	God	will	put	all	 these	curses
on	your	enemies	and	on	those	who	hate	you,	who	persecuted	you.”

Deuteronomy	32:43	“Rejoice,	O	Gentiles,	with	His	people;	 for	He	will
avenge	 the	 blood	 of	 His	 servants,	 and	 render	 vengeance	 to	 His
adversaries;	He	will	provide	atonement	for	His	land	and	His	people.”

Isaiah	51:22	Thus	says	your	Lord,	the	LORD	and	your	God,	Who	pleads
the	cause	of	His	people:	“See,	I	have	taken	out	of	your	hand	the	cup	of



trembling,	the	dregs	of	the	cup	of	My	fury;	you	shall	no	longer	drink	it.
23	But	I	will	put	it	into	the	hand	of	those	who	afflict	you,	who	have	said
to	you,	 ‘Lie	down,	 that	we	may	walk	over	you.’	And	you	have	 laid	your
body	like	the	ground,	and	as	the	street,	for	those	who	walk	over.”

Joel	3:1	“For	behold,	in	those	days	and	at	that	time,	when	I	bring	back
the	captives	of	Judah	and	Jerusalem,	2	I	will	also	gather	all	nations,	and
bring	 them	 down	 to	 the	 Valley	 of	 Jehoshaphat;	 and	 I	 will	 enter	 into
judgment	with	 them	there	on	account	of	My	people,	My	heritage	Israel,
whom	they	have	scattered	among	the	nations;	they	have	also	divided	up
My	 land.	 3	 They	 have	 cast	 lots	 for	 My	 people,	 have	 given	 a	 boy	 as
payment	for	a	harlot,	and	sold	a	girl	for	wine,	that	they	may	drink.”

Zechariah	1:15	“I	am	exceedingly	angry	with	the	nations	at	ease;	for	I
was	a	little	angry,	and	they	helped	--	but	with	evil	intent.”

Joel	 3	 states	 six	 reasons	 showing	 that	 the	 judgment	 is	 inevitable!	 The
LORD	wanted	 to	 chastise	His	 people	 a	 little,	 as	 a	 loving	 father	would
chastise	his	son,	but	the	nations	have	made	it	much	worse	than	the	LORD
intended	 it	 to	 be.	 And	 every	 state,	 nation	 or	 Church	 had	 its	 own
abominable	reason	for	it.

Scattering	Jews	among	the	nations…

8.	 Dividing	the	land…

9.	 Selling	Jews	for	trade	and	slavery	…

10.	 Committing	licentiousness,	including	fornication	and	drunkenness…

11.	 Removing	gold	and	silver,	as	my	precious	treasures…

12.	 Large-scale	killing	of	Jews…

The	text	speaks	about	all	 the	Gentile	nations	in	the	last	days.	We	think	here	of
countries	outside	the	Middle	East	region	and	those	where	Israel’s	arch-enemies
currently	 go	 through	 an	 unprecedented	 crisis.	 It	 remains	 to	 be	 seen	 what	 its
ending	will	 be.	 In	 this	 line,	 a	warning	 is	 in	 order	 for	 the	 four	 powers	 (United
Nations,	European	Union,	United	States	and	Russia),	with	regard	to	the	terrorist
splinter	 groups	 like	Hamas,	 Fatah	 and	Hezbollah.	 The	majority	 of	 the	 nations
would	like	to	see	the	Palestinians	getting	a	state	of	their	own.	This	would	mean
that	 the	 land	promised	 to	 Israel	would	be	divided,	 including	 Jerusalem.	 If	 this



policy	were	to	be	pursued	relentlessly,	battle	is	very	well	possible.	It	could	even
end	 up	 with	 the	 nations	 going	 up	 against	 Israel	 and	 end	 up	 in	 the	 Valley	 of
Jehoshaphat.	 At	 that	 point,	 however,	 the	Messiah	 will	 come	 back	 to	 fight	 on
behalf	of	Israel,	and	then	all	the	Gentile	nations	will	be	judged.

Revelation	11:17	saying:	“We	give	You	thanks,	O	Lord	God	Almighty,	the	One
who	 is	 and	who	was	 and	who	 is	 to	 come,	 because	 You	 have	 taken	Your	 great
power	and	reigned.”

In	 other	 translations	 it	 says,	 “have	…	 begun	 to	 reign”	 (ESV)	 or	 “have	 begun
ruling	as	king”	(NOG).	If	this	translation	is	correct–and	I	think	it	is–this	means
these	events	will	happen	at	the	beginning	of	the	Millennium.

91.13	All	the	nations	will	know	Your	salvation

The	earth	will	be	filled	with	the	knowledge	of	the	LORD.	Salvation	here	means
the	 salvation	 in	 the	Messiah	 Jesus.	Every	knee	 (person)	will	 bow	before	Him.
All	princes	and	rulers	on	earth	will	be	subjected	to	the	Messiah.

Also	during	the	Millennium	very	many	people	will	repent,	but	not	all	(Zechariah
2:11).	A	number	of	people	will	fake	subjection	to	the	Messiah.	For	Israel	will	be
given	fame	and	praise	on	this	earth	(Zephaniah	3:19-20).	And	the	nations	will	go
up	to	Jerusalem	to	worship	the	King	of	Israel.	Psalm	22	also	states	that	‘all	the
ends	of	the	earth	shall	…	turn	to	the	LORD.’	What	a	glorious	assignment	for	the
people	of	Israel!	For	they	have	been	converted	by	the	Lord;	the	Messiah	Jesus	is
their	King	and	rules	from	Jerusalem.	They	all	have	received	the	Holy	Spirit	and
been	 made	 fit	 to	 proclaim	 the	 gospel	 worldwide.	 They	 all	 will	 be	 righteous
people.	Zechariah	says,	they	were	a	curse	among	the	nations,	but	now	shall	be	a
blessing.	The	apostle	Paul	also	speaks	about	this	in	Romans	11:12.

Genesis	 49:10	The	 scepter	 shall	 not	 depart	 from	 Judah,	 nor	 a	 lawgiver	 from
between	his	 feet,	until	Shiloh	comes;	and	 to	Him	shall	be	 the	obedience	of	 the
people.

(With	Shiloh,	the	Messiah	is	meant.)

Psalm	2:6	“Yet	I	have	set	My	King	on	My	holy	hill	of	Zion.	7	I	will	declare	the
decree:	The	LORD	has	said	to	Me,	‘You	are	My	Son,	today	I	have	begotten	You.
8	Ask	of	Me,	and	I	will	give	You	the	nations	for	Your	inheritance,	and	the	ends	of
the	 earth	 for	 Your	 possession.	 9	 You	 shall	 break	 them	with	 a	 rod	 of	 iron;	 you
shall	dash	them	to	pieces	like	a	potter’s	vessel.’”	10	Now	therefore,	be	wise,	O



kings;	be	instructed,	you	judges	of	the	earth.	11	Serve	the	LORD	with	fear,	and
rejoice	with	trembling.	12	Kiss	the	Son,	lest	He	be	angry,	and	you	perish	in	the
way,	when	His	wrath	is	kindled	but	a	little.	Blessed	are	all	 those	who	put	their
trust	in	Him.

Psalm	22:27	All	 the	ends	of	 the	world	shall	 remember	and	 turn	 to	 the	LORD,
and	all	the	families	of	the	nations	shall	worship	before	You.	28	For	the	kingdom
is	the	LORD’s,	and	He	rules	over	the	nations.	29	All	the	prosperous	of	the	earth
shall	eat	and	worship;	all	those	who	go	down	to	the	dust	shall	bow	before	Him,
even	he	who	cannot	keep	himself	alive.

Israel	will	 set	 an	 example	 to	 the	 nations	 to	 praise	 and	glorify	 the	LORD.	The
nations	are	invited	to	do	so,	and	not	without	blessing.	From	the	ends	of	the	earth,
Psalms	will	be	heard	to	glorify	the	Righteous.

Isaiah	24:14	They	shall	lift	up	their	voice,	they	shall	sing;	for	the	majesty	of	the
LORD	they	shall	cry	aloud	from	the	sea.	15	Therefore	glorify	the	LORD	in	the
dawning	light,	the	name	of	the	LORD	God	of	Israel	in	the	coastlands	of	the	sea.
16	From	the	ends	of	the	earth	we	have	heard	songs:	“Glory	to	the	righteous!”
But	I	said,	“I	am	ruined,	ruined!	Woe	to	me!	The	treacherous	dealers	have	dealt
treacherously,	indeed,	the	treacherous	dealers	have	dealt	very	treacherously.”

Zephaniah	 3:19	 (…)	 I	 will	 appoint	 them	 for	 praise	 and	 fame	 in	 every	 land
where	they	were	put	to	shame.	20	At	that	time	I	will	bring	you	back,	even	at	the
time	I	gather	you;	for	I	will	give	you	fame	and	praise	among	all	the	peoples	of
the	earth,	when	I	return	your	captives	before	your	eyes,”	says	the	LORD.

Zechariah	2:11	“Many	 nations	 shall	 be	 joined	 to	 the	 LORD	 in	 that	 day,	 and
they	shall	become	My	people.	And	I	will	dwell	in	your	midst.	Then	you	will	know
that	the	LORD	of	hosts	has	sent	Me	to	you.”

Romans	11:12	Now	if	their	fall	is	riches	for	the	world,	and	their	failure	riches
for	the	Gentiles,	how	much	more	their	fullness!

See	also	Psalm	67:1-7;	Psalm	68:1-4,	30-31;	Psalm	72:1-20;	Psalm	86:9-10;
Psalm	 89:24-29,	 35-37;	 Psalm	 93:1;	 Psalm	 96:1-13;	 Psalm	 97:1-6;	 Psalm
98:1-9;	Psalm	99:1-5;	Psalm	102:15-16;	21-22;	Psalm	138:4-5;	Isaiah	9:6-7;
10-11.

A	lavish	feast	of	rich	food,	of	well-aged	and	refined	wines	for	all	nations

Isaiah	25:6	And	in	this	mountain	the	LORD	of	hosts	will	make	for	all	people	a



feast	of	choice	pieces,	a	feast	of	wines	on	the	lees,	of	fat	things	full	of	marrow,	of
well-refined	 wines	 on	 the	 lees.	 7	 And	 He	 will	 destroy	 on	 this	 mountain	 the
surface	of	the	covering	cast	over	all	people,	and	the	veil	that	is	spread	over	all
nations.

See	 also	 Isaiah	 42:4;	 Isaiah	 45:22-24;	 Isaiah	 52:10;	 Isaiah	 56:4-7;	 Isaiah
59:18-19;	Isaiah	60:3,	21-22;	Isaiah	66:18-23;	Haggai	2:6-7.

On	behalf	of	the	LORD,	the	prophet	Isaiah	says	that	the	nations	will	serve	His
people	Israel.	At	this	moment	this	appears	almost	inconceivable.

The	nations	will	also	bring	in	their	fortune.	The	US	now	pays	billions	of	dollars
to	Israel.	There	is	already	a	small	beginning.	Those	who	don’t	do	so	will	have	no
future,	or	 as	 it	 is	 said	 in	 another	passage	 in	Scripture,	will	 be	without	 rain	 for
three	years.

Isaiah	60:11	“Therefore	your	gates	shall	be	open	continually;	they	shall	not	be
shut	day	or	night,	that	men	may	bring	to	you	the	wealth	of	the	Gentiles,	and	their
kings	 in	 procession.	 12	For	 the	 nation	 and	 kingdom	which	will	 not	 serve	 you
shall	perish,	and	those	nations	shall	be	utterly	ruined.	13	The	glory	of	Lebanon
shall	come	to	you,	the	cypress,	the	pine,	and	the	box	tree	together,	to	beautify	the
place	of	My	sanctuary;	and	I	will	make	the	place	of	My	feet	glorious.”

Zechariah	2:11	“Many	 nations	 shall	 be	 joined	 to	 the	 LORD	 in	 that	 day,	 and
they	shall	become	My	people.	And	I	will	dwell	in	your	midst.	Then	you	will	know
that	the	LORD	of	hosts	has	sent	Me	to	you.”

Zechariah	8:13	‘And	it	shall	come	to	pass	that	just	as	you	were	a	curse	among
the	nations,	O	house	of	Judah	and	house	of	Israel,	so	I	will	save	you,	and	you
shall	be	a	blessing.	Do	not	fear,	let	your	hands	be	strong.’

Malachi	1:11	“For	from	the	rising	of	the	sun,	even	to	its	going	down,	My	name
shall	be	great	among	the	Gentiles;	in	every	place	incense	shall	be	offered	to	My
name,	and	a	pure	offering;	for	My	name	shall	be	great	among	the	nations,”	says
the	LORD	of	hosts.

In	the	Millennium,	there	will	still	be	sin–as	opposed	to	the	new	heaven	and	the
new	earth.	The	people	who	have	repented	still	have	sinful	hearts,	but	 the	King
will	not	tolerate	annoying	sins	in	His	kingdom.	In	Psalm	101,	King	David	casts	a
prophetic	eye	upon	that	kingdom:

Psalm	 101:1	 A	 Psalm	 of	 David.	 I	 will	 sing	 of	 mercy	 and	 justice;	 to	 You,	 O



LORD,	I	will	sing	praises.	2	I	will	behave	wisely	in	a	perfect	way.	Oh,	when	will
You	come	 to	me?	I	will	walk	within	my	house	with	a	perfect	heart.	3	 I	will	 set
nothing	wicked	before	my	eyes;	I	hate	the	work	of	those	who	fall	away;	it	shall
not	 cling	 to	 me.	 4	 A	 perverse	 heart	 shall	 depart	 from	 me;	 I	 will	 not	 know
wickedness.	5	Whoever	secretly	slanders	his	neighbor,	him	I	will	destroy;	the	one
who	has	a	haughty	look	and	a	proud	heart,	him	I	will	not	endure.	6	My	eyes	shall
be	on	 the	 faithful	of	 the	 land,	 that	 they	may	dwell	with	me;	he	who	walks	 in	a
perfect	way,	he	shall	serve	me.	7	He	who	works	deceit	shall	not	dwell	within	my
house;	he	who	tells	lies	shall	not	continue	in	my	presence.	8	Early	I	will	destroy
all	the	wicked	of	the	land,	that	I	may	cut	off	all	the	evildoers	from	the	city	of	the
LORD.

91.14	The	nations	will	go	up	to	Jerusalem

The	nations	will	be	made	desirous	of	going	up	to	Jerusalem,	to	the	house	of	the
living	God.	They	 long	 to	 learn	 from	Him	how	 to	 live.	For,	 once	 again,	 out	 of
Jerusalem	the	law	will	go	forth.	Apparently,	at	that	time,	repentance	and	faith	in
Israel’s	Messiah	will	also	be	preached	from	Jerusalem.	It	 is	striking	 that	 Isaiah
and	Micah	proclaim	the	same	promises.	However,	it	was	also	an	assignment	to
the	 nations	 to	 go	 up	 to	 Jerusalem	 at	 Sukkoth,	 the	 Feast	 of	 Tabernacles.
Disobedience	to	this	command	meant	God’s	punishment.

Isaiah	 2:1	The	 word	 that	 Isaiah	 the	 son	 of	 Amoz	 saw	 concerning	 Judah	 and
Jerusalem.	2	Now	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	the	latter	days	that	the	mountain	of	the
LORD’s	 house	 shall	 be	 established	 on	 the	 top	 of	 the	mountains,	 and	 shall	 be
exalted	 above	 the	 hills;	 and	 all	 nations	 shall	 flow	 to	 it.	 3	Many	 people	 shall
come	 and	 say,	 “Come,	 and	 let	 us	 go	 up	 to	 the	mountain	 of	 the	 LORD,	 to	 the
house	of	the	God	of	Jacob;	He	will	teach	us	His	ways,	and	we	shall	walk	in	His
paths.”	For	out	of	Zion	shall	go	forth	the	law,	and	the	word	of	the	LORD	from
Jerusalem.	4	He	shall	judge	between	the	nations,	and	rebuke	many	people;	they
shall	 beat	 their	 swords	 into	 plowshares,	 and	 their	 spears	 into	 pruning	 hooks;
nation	 shall	 not	 lift	 up	 sword	 against	 nation,	 neither	 shall	 they	 learn	 war
anymore.	5	O	house	of	Jacob,	come	and	let	us	walk	in	the	light	of	the	LORD.

Jeremiah	16:19	(…)	The	Gentiles	shall	come	to	You	from	the	ends	of	the	earth
and	say,	“Surely	our	fathers	have	inherited	lies,	worthlessness	and	unprofitable
things.”	 20	 Will	 a	 man	 make	 gods	 for	 himself,	 which	 are	 not	 gods?	 21
“Therefore	 behold,	 I	 will	 this	 once	 cause	 them	 to	 know,	 I	 will	 cause	 them	 to
know	My	hand	and	My	might;	and	they	shall	know	that	My	name	is	the	LORD.”



Micah	4:1	Now	it	shall	come	to	pass	in	the	latter	days	that	the	mountain	of	the
LORD’s	 house	 shall	 be	 established	 on	 the	 top	 of	 the	mountains,	 and	 shall	 be
exalted	above	the	hills;	and	peoples	shall	flow	to	it.	2	Many	nations	shall	come
and	say,	“Come,	and	let	us	go	up	to	the	mountain	of	the	LORD,	to	the	house	of
the	God	of	Jacob;	He	will	teach	us	His	ways,	and	we	shall	walk	in	His	paths.”
For	 out	 of	 Zion	 the	 law	 shall	 go	 forth,	 and	 the	 word	 of	 the	 LORD	 from
Jerusalem.

Zechariah	 8:20	 “Thus	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 ‘Peoples	 shall	 yet	 come,
inhabitants	 of	 many	 cities;	 21	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 one	 city	 shall	 go	 to	 another,
saying,	“Let	us	continue	to	go	and	pray	before	the	LORD,	and	seek	the	LORD	of
hosts.	I	myself	will	go	also.”	22	Yes,	many	peoples	and	strong	nations	shall	come
to	seek	the	LORD	of	hosts	in	Jerusalem,	and	to	pray	before	the	LORD.’	23	Thus
says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts:	 ‘In	 those	 days	 ten	 men	 from	 every	 language	 of	 the
nations	shall	grasp	the	sleeve	of	a	Jewish	man,	saying,	“Let	us	go	with	you,	for
we	have	heard	that	God	is	with	you.”’”

Zechariah	14:16	And	it	shall	come	to	pass	 that	everyone	who	is	 left	of	all	 the
nations	which	came	against	Jerusalem	shall	go	up	from	year	to	year	to	worship
the	King,	 the	LORD	of	hosts,	 and	 to	 keep	 the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	 17	And	 it
shall	be	that	whichever	of	the	families	of	the	earth	do	not	come	up	to	Jerusalem
to	worship	the	King,	the	LORD	of	hosts,	on	them	there	will	be	no	rain.	18	If	the
family	of	Egypt	will	not	come	up	and	enter	in,	they	shall	have	no	rain;	they	shall
receive	the	plague	with	which	the	LORD	strikes	the	nations	who	do	not	come	up
to	keep	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	19	This	shall	be	the	punishment	of	Egypt	and
the	 punishment	 of	 all	 the	 nations	 that	 do	 not	 come	 up	 to	 keep	 the	 Feast	 of
Tabernacles.

20	In	that	day	“HOLINESS	TO	THE	LORD”	shall	be	engraved	on	the	bells	of
the	horses.	The	pots	in	the	LORD’s	house	shall	be	like	the	bowls	before	the	altar.
21	Yes,	every	pot	in	Jerusalem	and	Judah	shall	be	holiness	to	the	LORD	of	hosts.
Everyone	who	sacrifices	shall	come	and	take	them	and	cook	in	them.	In	that	day
there	shall	no	longer	be	a	Canaanite	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	of	hosts.

91.15	The	curse	on	the	earth	will	be	lifted

See	also	Chapter	76.1	Restoration	of	the	land.

The	curse	on	 the	earth	came	about	by	Adam	and	Eve’s	disobedience.	We	read
this	in:



Genesis	 3:17	Then	 to	Adam	He	 said,	 “Because	 you	 have	 heeded	 the	 voice	 of
your	wife,	and	have	eaten	from	the	tree	of	which	I	commanded	you,	saying,	‘You
shall	not	eat	of	it’:	Cursed	is	the	ground	for	your	sake;	in	toil	you	shall	eat	of	it
all	the	days	of	your	life.”

If	 Israel	would	 live	 in	accordance	 to	God’s	commandments,	 life	would	still	be
bearable,	despite	the	curse.	The	animal	kingdom	and	the	vegetable	kingdom	will
experience	blessing	from	it.	This	appears	from	God’s	commandment	in:

Leviticus	 26:3	 ‘If	 you	walk	 in	My	 statutes	 and	 keep	My	 commandments,	 and
perform	 them,	4	 then	 I	will	give	you	rain	 in	 its	 season,	 the	 land	shall	yield	 its
produce,	and	the	 trees	of	 the	 field	shall	yield	 their	 fruit.	5	Your	threshing	shall
last	till	the	time	of	vintage,	and	the	vintage	shall	last	till	the	time	of	sowing;	you
shall	eat	your	bread	to	the	full,	and	dwell	in	your	land	safely.	6	I	will	give	peace
in	the	land,	and	you	shall	lie	down,	and	none	will	make	you	afraid;	I	will	rid	the
land	of	evil	beasts,	and	the	sword	will	not	go	through	your	land.’

As	a	result	of	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	last	of	days,	not	only	Israel
will	repent,	but	also	the	earth	will	be	renewed.	The	wilderness	will	bloom,	there
will	be	vineyards	and	forests.	The	mountains	will	drip	with	wine.	The	rivers	will
not	dry	up,	for	the	LORD	will	give	rain	at	the	right	time.	The	wild	animals	will
no	 longer	 be	wild,	 they	will	 not	 chase	 the	 sheep	 in	 order	 to	 kill	 them	 and	 eat
them	as	food.	There	will	be	many	fruits,	and	the	meadows	will	be	full	with	herds
of	cattle.	It	will	almost	be	a	heavenly	situation,	were	it	not	that	man	still	has	his
old	nature.	Satan	is	bound,	but	sin	is	not	completely	out	of	existence.

Isaiah	11:6	“The	wolf	also	shall	dwell	with	the	lamb,	the	leopard	shall	lie	down
with	the	young	goat,	the	calf	and	the	young	lion	and	the	fatling	together;	and	a
little	child	shall	lead	them.	7	The	cow	and	the	bear	shall	graze;	their	young	ones
shall	 lie	down	together;	and	the	 lion	shall	eat	straw	like	 the	ox.	8	The	nursing
child	shall	play	by	the	cobra’s	hole,	and	the	weaned	child	shall	put	his	hand	in
the	viper’s	den.”

See	also	Isaiah	30:23-25;	Isaiah	35:1-4,7-9;	Isaiah	55:12-13;	Isaiah	65:21-25;
Ezekiel	34:25-27;	Ezekiel	47:6-12;	Hosea	2:20,21;	Joel	2:21-26.

Isaiah	35:5	Then	the	eyes	of	the	blind	shall	be	opened,	and	the	ears	of	the	deaf
shall	be	unstopped.	6	Then	the	lame	shall	leap	like	a	deer,	and	the	tongue	of	the
dumb	 sing.	 For	waters	 shall	 burst	 forth	 in	 the	wilderness,	 and	 streams	 in	 the
desert.



Isaiah	41:18	“I	will	open	rivers	in	desolate	heights,	and	fountains	in	the	midst
of	 the	 valleys;	 I	 will	 make	 the	 wilderness	 a	 pool	 of	 water,	 and	 the	 dry	 land
springs	of	water.	19	I	will	plant	in	the	wilderness	the	cedar	and	the	acacia	tree,
the	myrtle	and	the	oil	tree;	I	will	set	in	the	desert	the	cypress	tree	and	the	pine
and	the	box	tree	together.”

Joel	3:18	And	it	will	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	the	mountains	shall	drip	with
new	wine,	 the	 hills	 shall	 flow	with	milk,	 and	 all	 the	 brooks	 of	 Judah	 shall	 be
flooded	with	water;	a	fountain	shall	flow	from	the	house	of	the	LORD,	and	water
the	Valley	of	Acacias.

Amos	9:13	“Behold,	the	days	are	coming,”	says	the	LORD,	“when	the	plowman
shall	 overtake	 the	 reaper,	 and	 the	 treader	 of	 grapes	 him	 who	 sows	 seed;	 the
mountains	shall	drip	with	sweet	wine,	and	all	the	hills	shall	flow	with	it.”

91.16	The	Messiah/King	shall	break	off	the	wars

Both	in	the	Psalms	and	by	way	of	the	prophets,	the	future	thousand-year	reign	is
described	 in	a	variety	of	ways.	 It	 is	 clear	 that	war	will	not	occur	 in	a	 reign	of
peace.

The	prophecies	do	point	to	a	period	of	battle	prior	to	this	reign.	The	nations	must
be	 forced,	 and	 will	 be	 forced,	 to	 destroy	 all	 their	 materiel.	 Before	 peace	 is
established,	 the	 nations	 will	 still	 try	 to	 destroy	 Israel.	 Then,	 according	 to	 the
prophecies,	there	will	be	the	wars	of	Gog	and	Magog,	and	the	nations	will	march
up	 to	 Jerusalem.	 Israel	will	win	 this	 battle	 because	 of	 the	Messiah’s	 return	 to
make	His	nation	victorious.	See	Chapters	83,	86	and	90.	So	much	plunder	will
be	seized	that	Israel	can	fuel	its	power	stations	for	seven	years.

Psalm	46:6	The	nations	raged,	the	kingdoms	were	moved;	He	uttered	His	voice,
the	earth	melted.	7	The	LORD	of	hosts	is	with	us;	the	God	of	Jacob	is	our	refuge.
Selah	8	Come,	behold	the	works	of	the	LORD,	Who	has	made	desolations	in	the
earth.	9	He	makes	wars	cease	 to	 the	end	of	 the	earth;	He	breaks	 the	bow	and
cuts	the	spear	in	two;	He	burns	the	chariot	in	the	fire.

Isaiah	2:4	He	 shall	 judge	between	 the	nations,	 and	 rebuke	many	people;	 they
shall	 beat	 their	 swords	 into	 plowshares,	 and	 their	 spears	 into	 pruning	 hooks;
nation	 shall	 not	 lift	 up	 sword	 against	 nation,	 neither	 shall	 they	 learn	 war
anymore.

Isaiah	 11:9	They	 shall	 not	 hurt	 nor	 destroy	 in	 all	My	 holy	 mountain,	 for	 the



earth	shall	be	full	of	the	knowledge	of	the	LORD	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea.

Isaiah	60:18	“Violence	shall	no	 longer	be	heard	 in	your	 land,	neither	wasting
nor	destruction	within	your	borders;	but	you	shall	call	your	walls	Salvation,	and
your	gates	Praise.”

Ezekiel	39:9	“Then	those	who	dwell	in	the	cities	of	Israel	will	go	out	and	set	on
fire	and	burn	the	weapons,	both	the	shields	and	bucklers,	the	bows	and	arrows,
the	javelins	and	spears;	and	they	will	make	fires	with	them	for	seven	years.	10
They	 will	 not	 take	 wood	 from	 the	 field	 nor	 cut	 down	 any	 from	 the	 forests,
because	they	will	make	fires	with	the	weapons;	and	they	will	plunder	those	who
plundered	them,	and	pillage	those	who	pillaged	them,”	says	the	Lord	GOD.

Micah	4:3	He	shall	judge	between	many	peoples,	and	rebuke	strong	nations	afar
off;	 they	shall	beat	their	swords	into	plowshares,	and	their	spears	into	pruning
hooks;	nation	shall	not	lift	up	sword	against	nation,	neither	shall	they	learn	war
any	more.

Zechariah	 9:10	 “I	 will	 cut	 off	 the	 chariot	 from	 Ephraim	 and	 the	 horse	 from
Jerusalem;	the	battle	bow	shall	be	cut	off.	He	shall	speak	peace	to	the	nations;
His	 dominion	 shall	 be	 ‘from	 sea	 to	 sea,	 and	 from	 the	River	 to	 the	 ends	of	 the
earth.’”

91.17	Introduction	to	an	even	greater	glory

In	his	commentary	on	Zechariah	14	and	Isaiah	26:1,	David	Baron	says	that	this
outline	picture	of	the	blessed	condition	of	restored	and	purified	Jerusalem,	which
in	the	millennial	period	will	be,	so	to	say,	the	earthly	vestibule	and	the	reflection
of	 the	glory	of	 the	new	or	heavenly	Jerusalem	(coming	down	from	God	out	of
heaven)	is	specifically	rendered	in	the	last	chapters	of	Isaiah.

Isaiah	30:26	Moreover	the	light	of	the	moon	will	be	as	the	light	of	the	sun,	and
the	light	of	the	sun	will	be	sevenfold,	as	the	light	of	seven	days,	in	the	day	that
the	LORD	binds	up	the	bruise	of	His	people	and	heals	the	stroke	of	their	wound.

Zechariah	14:6	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day	that	there	will	be	no	light;	the
lights	will	diminish.	7	It	shall	be	one	day	which	is	known	to	the	LORD	--	neither
day	nor	night.	But	at	evening	time	it	shall	happen	that	it	will	be	light.

Revelation	21:22	But	I	saw	no	temple	in	it,	for	the	Lord	God	Almighty	and	the
Lamb	are	its	temple.	23	The	city	had	no	need	of	the	sun	or	of	the	moon	to	shine
in	it,	for	the	glory	of	God	illuminated	it.	The	Lamb	is	its	light.	24	And	the	nations



of	 those	who	are	saved	shall	walk	 in	 its	 light,	and	 the	kings	of	 the	earth	bring
their	glory	and	honor	into	it.	25	Its	gates	shall	not	be	shut	at	all	by	day	(there
shall	be	no	night	there).	26	And	they	shall	bring	the	glory	and	the	honor	of	the
nations	into	it.	27	But	there	shall	by	no	means	enter	it	anything	that	defiles,	or
causes	 an	 abomination	 or	 a	 lie,	 but	 only	 those	who	 are	written	 in	 the	Lamb’s
Book	of	Life.

Revelation	22:1	And	he	showed	me	a	pure	river	of	water	of	life,	clear	as	crystal,
proceeding	from	the	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb.	2	In	the	middle	of	its	street,
and	on	either	side	of	the	river,	was	the	tree	of	life,	which	bore	twelve	fruits,	each
tree	yielding	its	fruit	every	month.	The	leaves	of	the	tree	were	for	the	healing	of
the	nations.	3	And	there	shall	be	no	more	curse,	but	the	throne	of	God	and	of	the
Lamb	shall	be	in	it,	and	His	servants	shall	serve	Him.	4	They	shall	see	His	face,
and	His	name	shall	be	on	their	foreheads.	5	There	shall	be	no	night	there:	They
need	no	lamp	nor	light	of	the	sun,	for	the	Lord	God	gives	them	light.	And	they
shall	reign	forever	and	ever.

91.18	God	will	be	justified	in	the	sight	of	all	powers
There	will	be	justice,	peace	and	joy	on	earth.	God	will	show	what	 the	reign	of
the	Messiah	is	able	to	do	after	6,000	years	of	bad	government

Isaiah	9:7	Of	 the	 increase	of	His	 government	 and	peace	 there	will	 be	 no	 end,
upon	the	throne	of	David	and	over	His	kingdom,	to	order	it	and	establish	it	with
judgment	and	justice	from	that	time	forward,	even	forever.	The	zeal	of	the	LORD
of	hosts	will	perform	this.

See	also	Psalm	98:1-9;	Psalm	99:1-5;	Psalm	102:13-16;	Psalm	110:1-6;	Isaiah
2:2-4;	Isaiah	29:19-20;	Isaiah	35:10;	Isaiah	42:4;	Jeremiah	23:5-6.

91.19	Sin	during	the	Millennium

During	 the	 thousand-year	 reign,	 sin	 is	not	 completely	gone.	How	do	we	know
that?	 Satan	 is	 bound,	 but	 people	 still	 die.	 And,	 as	 Romans	 6:23	 tells	 us,	 the
wages	of	sin	is	death.	Isaiah	65	verse	20	deals	with	a	sinner	who	will	be	cursed.
Sin	arises	from	man’s	sinful	nature.	The	new	heaven	and	the	new	earth	have	not
yet	come	about.	The	prophet	Isaiah	says	it	looks	like	it,	but	it	is	not	yet	perfect.
Heaven	and	earth	have	been	renewed.

Isaiah	65:20	“No	more	shall	an	infant	from	there	live	but	a	few	days,	nor	an	old
man	who	has	not	fulfilled	his	days;	for	the	child	shall	die	one	hundred	years	old,



but	the	sinner	being	one	hundred	years	old	shall	be	accursed.

Isaiah	66:22	“For	as	the	new	heavens	and	the	new	earth	which	I	will	make	shall
remain	before	Me,”	says	the	LORD,	“so	shall	your	descendants	and	your	name
remain.”

Zechariah	8:4	“Thus	says	 the	LORD	of	hosts:	 ‘Old	men	and	old	women	shall
again	sit	in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem,	each	one	with	his	staff	in	his	hand	because
of	great	age.’”

For	 satan’s	 origin	 and	history,	 see	Chapter	 2	 of	 this	 book,	 Isaiah	14:5-23,	 and
Ezekiel	28:13-19.



92.	Short	period	of	Satan’s	power
Satan’s	end

After	 having	 been	 bound	 for	 a	 thousand	 years,	 satan	 and	 his	 angels	 will	 be
released	for	a	short	period	of	time.	Once	again,	they	will	set	out	to	deceive	the
nations	 on	 earth	 and	 to	 conquer	 the	 great	 and	 holy	 city	 of	 Jerusalem.	But	 the
LORD	will	make	a	fire	come	down	from	heaven	to	devour	them.	The	devil	and
his	angels,	the	demons,	will	then	be	cast	into	a	place	of	remorse	and	torture	for
all	eternity.	The	LORD	foretold	this	by	way	of	the	prophet	Isaiah:

Isaiah	24:22	They	will	be	gathered	together,	as	prisoners	are	gathered	in	the	pit,
and	will	be	shut	up	in	the	prison;	after	many	days	they	will	be	punished.

Isaiah	27:1	In	that	day	the	LORD	with	His	severe	sword,	great	and	strong,	will
punish	Leviathan	the	fleeing	serpent,	Leviathan	that	twisted	serpent;	and	He	will
slay	the	reptile	that	is	in	the	sea.

Revelation	 20:7	 Now	 when	 the	 thousand	 years	 have	 expired,	 Satan	 will	 be
released	from	his	prison	8	and	will	go	out	to	deceive	the	nations	which	are	in	the
four	 corners	 of	 the	 earth,	Gog	 and	Magog,	 to	 gather	 them	 together	 to	 battle,
whose	number	 is	as	 the	sand	of	 the	sea.	9	They	went	up	on	 the	breadth	of	 the
earth	and	surrounded	the	camp	of	the	saints	and	the	beloved	city.	And	fire	came
down	 from	God	out	of	heaven	and	devoured	 them.	10	The	devil,	who	deceived
them,	was	cast	into	the	lake	of	fire	and	brimstone	where	the	beast	and	the	false
prophet	are.	And	they	will	be	tormented	day	and	night	forever	and	ever.



93.	The	last	judgment	on	all	other
people
At	 the	 end	 of	 times,	 the	 believers	 will	 be	 taken	 up	 in	 heaven	 by	 the	 LORD.
Those	 who	 have	 already	 died,	 will	 rise	 from	 the	 grave.	 That	 is	 the	 first
resurrection.	The	believers	will	be	judged,	but	not	condemned.

The	 unbelievers	 will	 rise	 only	 after	 the	Millennium	 and	 after	 satan	 has	 been
released	for	a	short	period	of	time.	After	satan’s	definitive	defeat	and	his	being
cast	into	the	lake	of	fire	and	brimstone,	the	second	resurrection	of	all	unbelievers
will	take	place;	they	will	be	judged	before	God’s	throne.

In	 the	 Tanakh,	 we	 find	 the	 following	 texts	 that	 deal	 with	 God’s	 wrath	 and
judgment	 on	 those	who	 do	 not	 trust	Him	 and	 go	 against	His	 commandments,
without	asking	forgiveness	and	repenting.

Psalm	76:7	You,	Yourself,	are	to	be	feared;	and	who	may	stand	in	Your	presence
when	once	You	are	angry?	8	You	caused	judgment	to	be	heard	from	heaven;	the
earth	 feared	 and	 was	 still,	 9	 when	 God	 arose	 to	 judgment,	 to	 deliver	 all	 the
oppressed	of	the	earth.	Selah

Psalm	96:12	Let	the	field	be	joyful,	and	all	that	is	in	it.	Then	all	the	trees	of	the
woods	will	rejoice	before	the	LORD.	13	For	He	is	coming,	for	He	is	coming	to
judge	 the	 earth.	He	 shall	 judge	 the	world	with	 righteousness,	 and	 the	 peoples
with	His	truth.

See	also	Proverbs	11:21;	Proverbs	12:7.

In	the	NT,	the	apostle	Paul	also	speaks	about	the	punishment	for	the	unbelievers
because	they	have	not	believed	the	Gospel	of	the	Lord	Jesus:

2Thessalonians	1:8	in	flaming	fire	taking	vengeance	on	those	who	do	not	know
God,	and	on	those	who	do	not	obey	the	gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	9	These
shall	be	punished	with	everlasting	destruction	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	and
from	the	glory	of	His	power.

The	apostle	Jude	writes	about	this:

Jude	1:15	“to	execute	 judgment	on	all,	 to	convict	all	who	are	ungodly	among
them	of	all	 their	ungodly	deeds	which	they	have	committed	in	an	ungodly	way,



and	of	all	the	harsh	things	which	ungodly	sinners	have	spoken	against	Him.”

The	Lord	Jesus	Messiah	reveals	 the	following	to	His	servant	and	apostle	John,
and	thus	to	us:

Revelation	6:10	And	they	cried	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“How	long,	O	Lord,
holy	and	true,	until	You	judge	and	avenge	our	blood	on	those	who	dwell	on	the
earth?”

Revelation	11:18	“The	nations	were	angry,	and	Your	wrath	has	come,	and	the
time	of	 the	dead,	 that	 they	should	be	 judged,	and	 that	You	should	reward	Your
servants	the	prophets	and	the	saints,	and	those	who	fear	Your	name,	small	and
great,	and	should	destroy	those	who	destroy	the	earth.”

Revelation	16:6	“For	they	have	shed	the	blood	of	saints	and	prophets,	and	You
have	given	them	blood	to	drink.	For	it	is	their	just	due.”	7	And	I	heard	another
from	the	altar	saying,	“Even	so,	Lord	God	Almighty,	true	and	righteous	are	Your
judgments.”

In	contrast	to	the	judgment	on	mankind,	there	is	the	glorious	condition	of	all	the
righteous–all	who	have	been	made	righteous	through	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	the
Messiah	Jesus.	In	the	Tanakh,	the	prophet	Malachi	already	speaks	about	this.	In
the	NT,	the	Lord	Jesus	Himself	tells	us	about	the	situation	of	the	righteous:

Matthew	13:43	“Then	the	righteous	will	shine	forth	as	the	sun	in	the	kingdom	of
their	Father.	He	who	has	ears	to	hear,	let	him	hear!”

In	the	NT,	we	find	more	detailed	information	about	God’s	coming	judgment	at
the	end	of	times.	Before	that	time,	however,	God’s	judgments	may	also	strike	the
earth.	Especially	 in	 the	end	of	 time,	 judgments	will	 increase	as	 the	LORD	has
foretold.	Both	the	Messiah	Jesus	Himself	and	His	servants,	the	apostles,	have	not
kept	us	in	the	dark	about	it.	The	Messiah	Jesus	quotes	a	verse	from	the	Tanakh
that	prophesies	Who	will	judge	the	Gentiles/unbelievers:

Matthew	 12:18	 “Behold!	 My	 Servant	 whom	 I	 have	 chosen,	 My	 Beloved	 in
whom	 My	 soul	 is	 well	 pleased!	 I	 will	 put	 My	 Spirit	 upon	 Him,	 and	 He	 will
declare	justice	to	the	Gentiles.”

Isaiah	 26:21	 For	 behold,	 the	 LORD	 comes	 out	 of	 His	 place	 to	 punish	 the
inhabitants	of	the	earth	for	their	iniquity;	the	earth	will	also	disclose	her	blood,
and	will	no	more	cover	her	slain.



Daniel	7:9	“I	watched	 till	 thrones	were	put	 in	place,	and	 the	Ancient	of	Days
was	seated;	His	garment	was	white	as	snow,	and	the	hair	of	His	head	was	like
pure	wool.	His	 throne	was	 a	 fiery	 flame,	 its	wheels	 a	 burning	 fire;	 10	 a	 fiery
stream	issued	and	came	forth	from	before	Him.	A	thousand	thousands	ministered
to	 Him;	 ten	 thousand	 times	 ten	 thousand	 stood	 before	 Him.	 The	 court	 was
seated,	and	the	books	were	opened.”

Malachi	3:16	Then	 those	who	 feared	 the	LORD	spoke	 to	one	another,	and	 the
LORD	listened	and	heard	 them;	so	a	book	of	remembrance	was	written	before
Him	 for	 those	who	 fear	 the	 LORD	and	who	meditate	 on	His	 name.	 17	 “They
shall	 be	 Mine,”	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 hosts,	 “On	 the	 day	 that	 I	 make	 them	My
jewels.	And	I	will	spare	them	as	a	man	spares	his	own	son	who	serves	him.”	18
Then	you	shall	again	discern	between	the	righteous	and	the	wicked,	between	one
who	serves	God	and	one	who	does	not	serve	Him.

This	speaks	about	the	Messiah	who	will	judge	the	unbelievers.	In	the	following
texts,	the	Messiah	Himself	elucidates	and	develops	it:

Matthew	 7:21	 “Not	 everyone	 who	 says	 to	 Me,	 ‘Lord,	 Lord,’	 shall	 enter	 the
kingdom	of	heaven,	but	he	who	does	the	will	of	My	Father	in	heaven.	22	Many
will	say	 to	Me	 in	 that	day,	 ‘Lord,	Lord,	have	we	not	prophesied	 in	Your	name,
cast	out	demons	in	Your	name,	and	done	many	wonders	in	Your	name?’	23	And
then	I	will	declare	to	them,	‘I	never	knew	you;	depart	from	Me,	you	who	practice
lawlessness!’”

Matthew	 19:28	 So	 Jesus	 said	 to	 them,	 “Assuredly	 I	 say	 to	 you,	 that	 in	 the
regeneration,	when	the	Son	of	Man	sits	on	the	throne	of	His	glory,	you	who	have
followed	Me	will	also	sit	on	twelve	thrones,	judging	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.”

Matthew	23:14	“Woe	to	you,	scribes	and	Pharisees,	hypocrites!	For	you	devour
widows’	 houses,	 and	 for	 a	 pretense	 make	 long	 prayers.	 Therefore	 you	 will
receive	 greater	 condemnation.”	 (…)	 31	 “Therefore	 you	 are	 witnesses	 against
yourselves	 that	 you	 are	 sons	 of	 those	who	murdered	 the	 prophets.	 32	 Fill	 up,
then,	the	measure	of	your	fathers’	guilt.	33	Serpents,	brood	of	vipers!	How	can
you	escape	the	condemnation	of	hell?”

John	5:22	“For	the	Father	judges	no	one,	but	has	committed	all	judgment	to	the
Son,	23	that	all	should	honor	the	Son	just	as	they	honor	the	Father.	He	who	does
not	honor	the	Son	does	not	honor	the	Father	who	sent	Him.	24	Most	assuredly,	I
say	 to	 you,	 he	 who	 hears	 My	 word	 and	 believes	 in	 Him	 who	 sent	 Me	 has



everlasting	 life,	 and	 shall	 not	 come	 into	 judgment,	 but	 has	 passed	 from	 death
into	 life.	 (…)	 29	 …	 and	 come	 forth	 --	 those	 who	 have	 done	 good,	 to	 the
resurrection	 of	 life,	 and	 those	 who	 have	 done	 evil,	 to	 the	 resurrection	 of
condemnation.	 30	 I	 can	 of	 Myself	 do	 nothing.	 As	 I	 hear,	 I	 judge;	 and	 My
judgment	 is	 righteous,	 because	 I	 do	 not	 seek	My	 own	will	 but	 the	 will	 of	 the
Father	who	sent	Me.”

John	12:31	“Now	is	the	judgment	of	this	world;	now	the	ruler	of	this	world	will
be	cast	out.”

John	16:8	“And	when	He	 has	 come,	He	will	 convict	 the	world	 of	 sin,	 and	 of
righteousness,	and	of	judgment:	9	of	sin,	because	they	do	not	believe	in	Me;	10
of	 righteousness,	 because	 I	 go	 to	My	 Father	 and	 you	 see	Me	 no	more;	 11	 of
judgment,	because	the	ruler	of	this	world	is	judged.”

There	are	also	some	apostles	who,	enlightened	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	have	spoken
about	the	coming	judgment.	The	apostle	Paul	says	in:

Romans	 1:18	 For	 the	 wrath	 of	 God	 is	 revealed	 from	 heaven	 against	 all
ungodliness	 and	 unrighteousness	 of	 men,	 who	 suppress	 the	 truth	 in
unrighteousness,	19	because	what	may	be	known	of	God	is	manifest	in	them,	for
God	has	shown	it	 to	 them.	20	For	since	the	creation	of	 the	world	His	invisible
attributes	are	clearly	seen,	being	understood	by	the	things	that	are	made,	even
His	 eternal	 power	 and	Godhead,	 so	 that	 they	 are	without	 excuse,	 21	 because,
although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	glorify	Him	as	God,	nor	were	thankful,	but
became	futile	in	their	thoughts,	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	darkened.

Romans	2:1	Therefore	you	are	inexcusable,	O	man,	whoever	you	are	who	judge,
for	 in	 whatever	 you	 judge	 another	 you	 condemn	 yourself;	 for	 you	 who	 judge
practice	the	same	things.	2	But	we	know	that	the	judgment	of	God	is	according
to	truth	against	those	who	practice	such	things.

See	also	Romans	2:3-15;	Hebrews	9:27.

1Corinthians	6:2	Do	you	not	know	that	the	saints	will	judge	the	world?	And	if
the	world	will	be	judged	by	you,	are	you	unworthy	to	judge	the	smallest	matters?
3	Do	 you	 not	 know	 that	 we	 shall	 judge	 angels?	How	much	more,	 things	 that
pertain	to	this	life?

Hebrews	10:26	For	if	we	sin	willfully	after	we	have	received	the	knowledge	of
the	 truth,	 there	no	 longer	 remains	a	 sacrifice	 for	 sins,	27	but	a	certain	 fearful



expectation	 of	 judgment,	 and	 fiery	 indignation	 which	 will	 devour	 the
adversaries.

The	apostle	Peter	informs	us	about	the	beginning	of	God’s	judgment,	which	will
start	with	 the	house	of	God.	What	 this	means	 and	 implies,	we	can	 read	 in	 the
letters	to	the	seven	Churches,	as	the	risen	and	ascended	Messiah	Jesus	has	made
them	known	to	His	servant	John.	See	Revelation,	Chapters	1	through	3.

1Peter	4:17	For	the	time	has	come	for	judgment	to	begin	at	the	house	of	God;
and	if	it	begins	with	us	first,	what	will	be	the	end	of	those	who	do	not	obey	the
gospel	of	God?	18	Now	“If	 the	righteous	one	is	scarcely	saved,	where	will	 the
ungodly	and	the	sinner	appear?”

2Peter	2:4	For	if	God	did	not	spare	the	angels	who	sinned,	but	cast	them	down
to	hell	and	delivered	them	into	chains	of	darkness,	to	be	reserved	for	judgment;	5
and	 did	 not	 spare	 the	 ancient	 world,	 but	 saved	 Noah,	 one	 of	 eight	 people,	 a
preacher	of	righteousness,	bringing	in	the	flood	on	the	world	of	the	ungodly;	6
and	 turning	 the	cities	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	 into	ashes,	condemned	 them	to
destruction,	 making	 them	 an	 example	 to	 those	 who	 afterward	 would	 live
ungodly;	7	and	delivered	righteous	Lot,	who	was	oppressed	by	the	filthy	conduct
of	 the	wicked	 8	 (for	 that	 righteous	man,	 dwelling	 among	 them,	 tormented	 his
righteous	soul	 from	day	to	day	by	seeing	and	hearing	their	 lawless	deeds)	--	9
then	the	Lord	knows	how	to	deliver	the	godly	out	of	temptations	and	to	reserve
the	unjust	under	punishment	for	the	day	of	judgment.

2Peter	3:7	But	the	heavens	and	the	earth	which	are	now	preserved	by	the	same
word,	 are	 reserved	 for	 fire	until	 the	day	of	 judgment	 and	perdition	of	 ungodly
men.	8	But,	beloved,	do	not	forget	this	one	thing,	that	with	the	Lord	one	day	is	as
a	 thousand	 years,	 and	 a	 thousand	 years	 as	 one	 day.	 9	 The	 Lord	 is	 not	 slack
concerning	His	promise,	as	some	count	slackness,	but	is	longsuffering	toward	us,
not	willing	that	any	should	perish	but	that	all	should	come	to	repentance.	10	But
the	day	of	the	Lord	will	come	as	a	thief	in	the	night,	 in	which	the	heavens	will
pass	away	with	a	great	noise,	and	the	elements	will	melt	with	fervent	heat;	both
the	earth	and	the	works	that	are	in	it	will	be	burned	up.	11	Therefore,	since	all
these	things	will	be	dissolved,	what	manner	of	persons	ought	you	to	be	in	holy
conduct	 and	godliness,	 12	 looking	 for	and	hastening	 the	 coming	of	 the	day	of
God,	 because	 of	 which	 the	 heavens	 will	 be	 dissolved,	 being	 on	 fire,	 and	 the
elements	 will	 melt	 with	 fervent	 heat?	 13	 Nevertheless	 we,	 according	 to	 His
promise,	look	for	new	heavens	and	a	new	earth	in	which	righteousness	dwells.



Jude	also	gives	us	some	particulars	about	the	coming	judgment.	He	speaks	about
God’s	election,	about	the	judgment	on	the	angels,	and	about	the	causes	of	their
fall	and	condemnation.

Jude	1:4	For	certain	men	have	crept	in	unnoticed,	who	long	ago	were	marked
out	 for	 this	 condemnation,	 ungodly	men,	 who	 turn	 the	 grace	 of	 our	God	 into
lewdness	and	deny	the	only	Lord	God	and	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	5	But	I	want	to
remind	you,	though	you	once	knew	this,	that	the	Lord,	having	saved	the	people
out	of	 the	 land	of	Egypt,	afterward	destroyed	those	who	did	not	believe.	6	And
the	angels	who	did	not	keep	their	proper	domain,	but	 left	 their	own	abode,	He
has	reserved	in	everlasting	chains	under	darkness	for	the	judgment	of	the	great
day;	7	as	Sodom	and	Gomorrah,	and	the	cities	around	them	in	a	similar	manner
to	 these,	 having	 given	 themselves	 over	 to	 sexual	 immorality	 and	 gone	 after
strange	flesh,	are	set	forth	as	an	example,	suffering	the	vengeance	of	eternal	fire.

In	His	revelation	to	His	servant	John,	the	Messiah	Jesus	Himself	gives	insight	in
what	is	going	to	happen	at	the	end	of	times.	Whoever	is	wise,	let	him	understand
these	things.

Revelation	6:12	I	looked	when	He	opened	the	sixth	seal,	and	behold,	there	was
a	great	earthquake;	and	the	sun	became	black	as	sackcloth	of	hair,	and	the	moon
became	like	blood.	13	And	the	stars	of	heaven	fell	to	the	earth,	as	a	fig	tree	drops
its	 late	 figs	when	 it	 is	 shaken	by	a	mighty	wind.	14	Then	 the	 sky	receded	as	a
scroll	when	it	is	rolled	up,	and	every	mountain	and	island	was	moved	out	of	its
place.	 15	 And	 the	 kings	 of	 the	 earth,	 the	 great	 men,	 the	 rich	 men,	 the
commanders,	the	mighty	men,	every	slave	and	every	free	man,	hid	themselves	in
the	caves	and	in	 the	rocks	of	 the	mountains,	16	and	said	 to	 the	mountains	and
rocks,	“Fall	on	us	and	hide	us	from	the	face	of	Him	who	sits	on	the	throne	and
from	the	wrath	of	 the	Lamb!	17	For	 the	great	day	of	His	wrath	has	come,	and
who	is	able	to	stand?”

Before	this	judgment	is	going	to	take	place,	all	nations	and	tribes	will	receive	a
last	 summons–in	whatever	 language–to	 repent	 to	 the	 living	God,	 the	God	who
made	 the	 heavens	 and	 the	 earth,	 and	 to	 accept	 the	Messiah	 as	 their	 personal
Savior.	The	Lord	Jesus	tells	us	so	in:

Revelation	14:6	Then	I	saw	another	angel	flying	in	the	midst	of	heaven,	having
the	 everlasting	 gospel	 to	 preach	 to	 those	 who	 dwell	 on	 the	 earth	 --	 to	 every
nation,	tribe,	tongue,	and	people	--	7	saying	with	a	loud	voice,	“Fear	God	and
give	glory	to	Him,	for	the	hour	of	His	judgment	has	come;	and	worship	Him	who



made	heaven	and	earth,	the	sea	and	springs	of	water.”

After	that,	the	judgment	is	going	to	take	place,	as	described	in:

Revelation	20:11	Then	I	saw	a	great	white	throne	and	Him	who	sat	on	it,	from
whose	face	the	earth	and	the	heaven	fled	away.	And	there	was	found	no	place	for
them.	12	And	I	saw	the	dead,	small	and	great,	standing	before	God,	and	books
were	opened.	And	another	book	was	opened,	which	is	the	Book	of	Life.	And	the
dead	were	judged	according	to	their	works,	by	the	things	which	were	written	in
the	 books.13	The	 sea	gave	up	 the	 dead	who	were	 in	 it,	 and	Death	and	Hades
delivered	 up	 the	 dead	 who	 were	 in	 them.	 And	 they	 were	 judged,	 each	 one
according	to	his	works.	14	Then	Death	and	Hades	were	cast	into	the	lake	of	fire.
This	 is	 the	second	death.	15	And	anyone	not	 found	written	 in	 the	Book	of	Life
was	cast	into	the	lake	of	fire.

Revelation	21:5	Then	He	who	sat	on	the	throne	said,	“Behold,	I	make	all	things
new.”	And	He	said	to	me,	“Write,	for	these	words	are	true	and	faithful.”	6	And
He	said	to	me,	“It	is	done!	I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,	the	Beginning	and	the
End.	 I	will	give	of	 the	 fountain	of	 the	water	of	 life	 freely	 to	him	who	 thirsts.	7
“He	who	overcomes	shall	inherit	all	things,	and	I	will	be	his	God	and	he	shall	be
My	 son.	 8	 “But	 the	 cowardly,	 unbelieving,	 abominable,	 murderers,	 sexually
immoral,	sorcerers,	idolaters,	and	all	liars	shall	have	their	part	in	the	lake	which
burns	with	fire	and	brimstone,	which	is	the	second	death.”

We	read	in:	Revelation	22:19	and	 if	anyone	takes	away	from	the	words	of	 the
book	of	this	prophecy,	God	shall	take	away	his	part	from	the	Book	of	Life,	from
the	holy	city,	and	from	the	things	which	are	written	in	this	book.

One	may	wonder	how	this	is	possible.	Those	who	are	written	in	the	Book	of	Life
is	 a	 certainty	 that	 has	 been	 laid	 down–even	 from	before	 the	 foundation	 of	 the
world.	Yes,	that	is	true:	he	whose	name	has	been	written	in	the	Book	of	Life,	will
remain	in	it	forever.	Scripture	is	clear	on	this	point:	the	true	believer	will	be	kept
through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

Ephesians	4:30	And	do	not	grieve	 the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	by	whom	you	were
sealed	for	the	day	of	redemption.

Those	whom	the	Father	has	given	to	the	Lord	Jesus	will	not	be	lost:

John	6:39	“This	is	the	will	of	the	Father	who	sent	Me,	that	of	all	He	has	given
Me	I	should	lose	nothing,	but	should	raise	it	up	at	the	last	day.”



John	10:28	“And	I	give	 them	eternal	 life,	and	 they	shall	never	perish;	neither
shall	anyone	snatch	them	out	of	My	hand.	29	My	Father,	who	has	given	them	to
Me,	 is	greater	 than	all;	and	no	one	 is	able	 to	 snatch	 them	out	of	My	Father’s
hand.”

What	 then	 is	 the	meaning	of	 verse	 19	 in	Revelation	22?	This	 verse	must	 deal
with	 unbelievers	 or	 pseudo-believers.	 For	 that	matter,	 a	 true	 believer	 believes
everything	that	is	written	in	God’s	Word.	The	believers	have	received	the	Holy
Spirit	 who	 leads	 them	 into	 all	 truth	 and	 saves	 them	 from	 unbelief.	 The	 Bible
gives	us	various	examples	of	people	who	thought	 they	were	 true	believers,	but
their	confession	proved	the	opposite.

In	John	15,	the	Lord	Jesus	refers	to	them	as	branches	that	do	not	stay	in	Him,	the
true	Vine,	and	 therefore	bear	no	 fruit.	True	believers	will	 show	the	 fruit	of	 the
Holy	Spirit	 (Galatians	5:22).	So	 it	 is	 very	 important	 that	we	believe	 the	 entire
Word	of	God;	it	is	important	what	we	do	with	it	and	how	we	explain	this	Word.

The	works	done	by	 a	person	 are	 recorded	 in	other	books;	 these	works	will	 be
revealed	 by	 fire	 (1Corinthians	 3:12-15).	 And	 everybody	 will	 be	 rewarded
according	to	his/her	works	if	these	works	stand	the	test,	if	these	works	have	been
done	in	the	Lord	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	or	not.	If	the	works	do	not	stand	the	test	of
fire,	they	will	be	burned,	and	this	person	will	suffer	loss.	But	he	himself	will	be
saved,	yet	so	as	through	fire.

Relevant	texts	in	this	respect	include:

Ecclesiastes	 12:14	 For	 God	 will	 bring	 every	 work	 into	 judgment,	 including
every	secret	thing,	whether	good	or	evil.

Jeremiah	 17:10	 I,	 the	 LORD,	 search	 the	 heart,	 I	 test	 the	 mind,	 even	 to	 give
every	man	according	to	his	ways,	according	to	the	fruit	of	his	doings.

1Corinthians	3:13	each	one’s	work	will	become	clear;	for	the	Day	will	declare
it,	because	 it	will	be	revealed	by	 fire;	and	the	 fire	will	 test	each	one’s	work,	of
what	 sort	 it	 is.	 14	 If	 anyone’s	 work	 which	 he	 has	 built	 on	 it	 endures,	 he	will
receive	 a	 reward.	 15	 If	 anyone’s	 work	 is	 burned,	 he	 will	 suffer	 loss;	 but	 he
himself	will	be	saved,	yet	so	as	through	fire.

See	 also	 Proverbs	 24:29;	 Jeremiah	 32:19;	 Matthew	 16:27;	 Luke	 10:20;
1Corinthians	 3:8-15;	 2Corinthians	 5:10;	 Revelation	 2:23;	 Revelation	 3:5;
Revelation	17:8;	Revelation	20:12-13;	Revelation	21:27;	Revelation	22:12.



Jewish	views	on	‘the	last	judgment’

In	Judaism,	the	day	of	judgment	takes	place	every	year	on	Rosh	Hashanah	(New
Year).	 For	 this	 reason,	 there	 are	 debates	 on	 a	 ‘day	of	 last	 judgment’	 for	 every
human	being.	Some	rabbis	think	there	will	be	such	a	day,	after	the	resurrection
from	the	dead.	According	to	others,	such	a	day	will	not	be	necessary	because	of
Rosh	Hashanah.	Still	other	people	think	the	settlement	and	judgment	will	happen
at	a	person’s	death.	And	still	others	are	of	the	opinion	that	the	last	judgment	will
only	strike	the	Gentiles,	not	the	Jewish	people.



94.	Prophecy	on	the	new	heavens	and
the	new	earth
In	God’s	Word,	we	can	find	many	texts	that	deal	with	the	end	of	times,	and	with
the	 new	 heavens	 and	 the	 new	 earth	 that	 the	 LORD	will	 provide.	Within	 this
framework,	it	is	important	to	know	for	whom	the	new	heavens	and	the	new	earth
are	meant.	Who	will	inhabit	them?	And	how	will	it	be?	What	has	the	LORD	said
about	it?

Who	will	 inhabit	 them?	Regarding	those	who	conquer,	who	are	they?	Who	are
those	conquerors?	What	does	God’s	Word	say	about	those	who	overcome?

Revelation	3:12	“He	who	overcomes,	I	will	make	him	a	pillar	in	the	temple	of
My	God,	and	he	shall	go	out	no	more.	And	I	will	write	on	him	the	name	of	My
God	and	the	name	of	the	city	of	My	God,	the	New	Jerusalem,	which	comes	down
out	of	heaven	from	My	God.	And	I	will	write	on	him	My	new	name.”

Is	victory	possible?	If	we	judge	by	what	some	believers	say	about	it,	it	seems	as
if	 victory	 over	 sin	 is	 not	 possible	 here	 on	 earth.	And	 the	 experience	 of	many
Christians	proves	it.	Is	there	no	victory	over	the	sin	in	us	which	can	bother	and
sadden	a	Christian	thoroughly?	Is	victory	over	satan	not	possible?	Without	battle
no	 victory!	The	Lord	 provides	 the	 believers	with	 a	 spiritual	 armor	 (Ephesians
6:10-20).	Is	there	no	victory	possible	due	to	our	old,	sinful	nature?	‘O	wretched
man	 that	 I	am!’	 says	 the	 apostle	Paul,	 but	he	 continues,	 “Who	will	deliver	me
from	this	body	of	death?	I	thank	God–through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord!”	(Romans
7:24-25)

Are	we	dealing	here	with	the	daily	victory	over	sin	or	with	the	final	victory?	Or
both?	 He	 who	 endures	 to	 the	 end	 shall	 be	 saved!	 Can	 we	 endure,	 can	 we
persevere?

If	victory	were	not	possible,	wouldn’t	the	Lord	Jesus	have	told	us	so?

In	the	letters	to	the	seven	Churches	in	Revelation,	the	Lord	clearly	indicates	that
victory	is	possible.	The	key	is	that	by	ourselves	we	are	not	able	to	conquer	and
persevere,	but	we	have	received	the	Holy	Spirit	once	we	have	come	to	faith.

Romans	6:22	But	now	having	been	set	free	from	sin,	and	having	become	slaves
of	God,	you	have	your	fruit	to	holiness,	and	the	end,	everlasting	life.



And	the	Spirit	can–and	wants	to–kill	 the	sin	within	us.	What	does	God’s	Word
say	about	it?	Is	there	no	salvation	without	victory?

Romans	8:13	For	 if	 you	 live	according	 to	 the	 flesh	you	will	die;	but	 if	by	 the
Spirit	you	put	to	death	the	deeds	of	the	body,	you	will	live.	14	For	as	many	as	are
led	by	the	Spirit	of	God,	these	are	sons	of	God.

Below	you	will	find	some	more	texts	related	to	the	final	victory:

1John	5:4	For	whatever	 is	 born	 of	God	 overcomes	 the	world.	And	 this	 is	 the
victory	that	has	overcome	the	world	--	our	faith.	5	Who	is	he	who	overcomes	the
world,	but	he	who	believes	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God?

Revelation	2:7	“He	who	 has	 an	 ear,	 let	 him	 hear	what	 the	 Spirit	 says	 to	 the
Churches.	To	him	who	overcomes	I	will	give	to	eat	from	the	tree	of	life,	which	is
in	the	midst	of	the	Paradise	of	God.”	‘

Revelation	2:11	“He	who	has	an	ear,	 let	him	hear	what	 the	Spirit	 says	 to	 the
Churches.	He	who	overcomes	shall	not	be	hurt	by	the	second	death.”

Revelation	2:17	“He	who	has	an	ear,	 let	him	hear	what	 the	Spirit	 says	 to	 the
Churches.	To	him	who	overcomes	I	will	give	some	of	 the	hidden	manna	to	eat.
And	I	will	give	him	a	white	stone,	and	on	the	stone	a	new	name	written	which	no
one	knows	except	him	who	receives	it.”

Revelation	2:26	“And	he	who	overcomes,	and	keeps	My	works	until	the	end,	to
him	I	will	give	power	over	 the	nations	 --	27	 ‘He	shall	 rule	 them	with	a	rod	of
iron;	 they	 shall	 be	 dashed	 to	 pieces	 like	 the	 potter’s	 vessels’	 --	 as	 I	 also	 have
received	from	My	Father;	28	“and	I	will	give	him	the	morning	star.”

Revelation	3:5	“He	who	overcomes	 shall	 be	 clothed	 in	white	garments,	 and	 I
will	 not	 blot	 out	 his	 name	 from	 the	 Book	 of	 Life;	 but	 I	 will	 confess	 his	 name
before	My	Father	and	before	His	angels.”

Revelation	3:12	“He	who	overcomes,	I	will	make	him	a	pillar	in	the	temple	of
My	God,	and	he	shall	go	out	no	more.	And	I	will	write	on	him	the	name	of	My
God	and	the	name	of	the	city	of	My	God,	the	New	Jerusalem,	which	comes	down
out	of	heaven	from	My	God.	And	I	will	write	on	him	My	new	name.”

Revelation	 3:21	 “To	 him	 who	 overcomes	 I	 will	 grant	 to	 sit	 with	 Me	 on	 My
throne,	as	I	also	overcame	and	sat	down	with	My	Father	on	His	throne.”

Revelation	21:7	“He	who	overcomes	shall	 inherit	all	 things,	and	 I	will	be	his



God	and	he	shall	be	My	son.”

So	far	the	texts	that	relate	to	the	subject	of	victory.

The	above	clearly	shows	that	victory	is	part	of	the	born-again	believer.	Our	faith
conquers	the	world,	says	the	apostle	John.	And	who	is	the	Author	of	our	faith?
Our	faith	is	a	gift	from	God,	worked	in	us	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Lord	Jesus	has
conquered	 sin,	 the	world,	 death,	 satan,	 the	 principalities	 and	powers,	 and	hell.
Through	His	power,	 through	His	Spirit,	 the	chosen	can	also	conquer.	Only	 the
Holy	 Spirit	 in	 us	 can	 give	 us	 the	 victory.	 In	 our	 own	 power,	 victory	 is
impossible!	The	saints,	 the	believers,	persevere	in	faith	because	the	Lord	Jesus
perseveres	in	prayer.

Luke	22:32	“But	I	have	prayed	for	you,	that	your	faith	should	not	fail.”

That	is	our	great	comfort.	And	all	victory	is	thanks	to	that.	God	alone	the	honor!

Below	you	will	find	a	number	of	texts	related	to	the	new	heavens	and	the	new
earth,	to	the	salvation	of	the	believers,	and	the	destination	of	unbelievers.

Psalm	37:29	The	righteous	shall	inherit	the	land,	and	dwell	in	it	forever.

Proverbs	 2:21	For	 the	 upright	 will	 dwell	 in	 the	 land,	 and	 the	 blameless	 will
remain	in	it;	22	but	the	wicked	will	be	cut	off	from	the	earth,	and	the	unfaithful
will	be	uprooted	from	it.

Isaiah	 24:23	Then	 the	 moon	 will	 be	 disgraced	 and	 the	 sun	 ashamed;	 for	 the
LORD	of	hosts	will	reign	on	Mount	Zion	and	in	Jerusalem	and	before	His	elders,
gloriously.

Isaiah	25:8	He	will	swallow	up	death	forever,	and	the	Lord	GOD	will	wipe	away
tears	 from	 all	 faces;	 the	 rebuke	 of	His	 people	He	will	 take	 away	 from	 all	 the
earth;	for	the	LORD	has	spoken.

Isaiah	60:19	“The	sun	shall	no	longer	be	your	light	by	day,	nor	for	brightness
shall	 the	moon	 give	 light	 to	 you;	 but	 the	 LORD	will	 be	 to	 you	 an	 everlasting
light,	and	your	God	your	glory.	20	Your	sun	shall	no	longer	go	down,	nor	shall
your	moon	withdraw	itself;	for	the	LORD	will	be	your	everlasting	light,	And	the
days	 of	 your	 mourning	 shall	 be	 ended.	 21	 Also	 your	 people	 shall	 all	 be
righteous;	 they	 shall	 inherit	 the	 land	 forever,	 the	 branch	 of	 My	 planting,	 the
work	 of	 My	 hands,	 that	 I	 may	 be	 glorified.	 22	 A	 little	 one	 shall	 become	 a
thousand,	 and	 a	 small	 one	 a	 strong	 nation.	 I,	 the	 LORD,	 will	 hasten	 it	 in	 its



time.”

Isaiah	 65:17	 “For	 behold,	 I	 create	 new	 heavens	 and	 a	 new	 earth;	 and	 the
former	 shall	 not	 be	 remembered	or	 come	 to	mind.	 18	But	 be	 glad	 and	 rejoice
forever	in	what	I	create;	for	behold,	I	create	Jerusalem	as	a	rejoicing,	and	her
people	a	joy.	19	I	will	rejoice	in	Jerusalem,	and	joy	in	My	people;	the	voice	of
weeping	shall	no	longer	be	heard	in	her,	nor	the	voice	of	crying.”

2Peter	3:13	Nevertheless	we,	 according	 to	His	 promise,	 look	 for	 new	heavens
and	a	new	earth	in	which	righteousness	dwells.

Revelation	21:1	Now	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven
and	the	first	earth	had	passed	away.	Also	there	was	no	more	sea.	2	Then	I,	John,
saw	 the	 holy	 city,	 New	 Jerusalem,	 coming	 down	 out	 of	 heaven	 from	 God,
prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	for	her	husband.	3	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from
heaven	saying,	“Behold,	 the	 tabernacle	of	God	is	with	men,	and	He	will	dwell
with	them,	and	they	shall	be	His	people.	God	Himself	will	be	with	them	and	be
their	God.	4	And	God	will	wipe	away	every	tear	from	their	eyes;	there	shall	be
no	 more	 death,	 nor	 sorrow,	 nor	 crying.	 There	 shall	 be	 no	 more	 pain,	 for	 the
former	 things	 have	 passed	 away.”	 5	 Then	 He	 who	 sat	 on	 the	 throne	 said,
“Behold,	I	make	all	things	new.”	And	He	said	to	me,	“Write,	for	these	words	are
true	 and	 faithful.”	 6	And	He	 said	 to	me,	 “It	 is	 done!	 I	 am	 the	Alpha	 and	 the
Omega,	the	Beginning	and	the	End.	I	will	give	of	the	fountain	of	the	water	of	life
freely	to	him	who	thirsts.	7	He	who	overcomes	shall	inherit	all	things,	and	I	will
be	his	God	and	he	shall	be	My	son.	8	But	the	cowardly,	unbelieving,	abominable,
murderers,	sexually	immoral,	sorcerers,	 idolaters,	and	all	 liars	shall	have	their
part	in	the	lake	which	burns	with	fire	and	brimstone,	which	is	the	second	death.”
9	Then	one	of	the	seven	angels	who	had	the	seven	bowls	filled	with	the	seven	last
plagues	 came	 to	me	 and	 talked	 with	me,	 saying,	 “Come,	 I	 will	 show	 you	 the
bride,	the	Lamb’s	wife.”	10	And	he	carried	me	away	in	the	Spirit	to	a	great	and
high	mountain,	and	showed	me	the	great	city,	the	holy	Jerusalem,	descending	out
of	 heaven	 from	 God,	 11	 having	 the	 glory	 of	 God.	 Her	 light	 was	 like	 a	 most
precious	stone,	like	a	jasper	stone,	clear	as	crystal.	12	Also	she	had	a	great	and
high	wall	with	 twelve	gates,	and	twelve	angels	at	 the	gates,	and	names	written
on	 them,	which	are	 the	names	of	 the	 twelve	 tribes	of	 the	children	of	 Israel:	13
three	gates	on	 the	east,	 three	gates	on	 the	north,	 three	gates	on	 the	south,	and
three	gates	on	the	west.	14	Now	the	wall	of	the	city	had	twelve	foundations,	and
on	 them	 were	 the	 names	 of	 the	 twelve	 apostles	 of	 the	 Lamb.	 15	 And	 he	 who
talked	with	me	had	a	gold	reed	to	measure	the	city,	its	gates,	and	its	wall.	16	The



city	is	laid	out	as	a	square;	its	length	is	as	great	as	its	breadth.	And	he	measured
the	city	with	the	reed:	twelve	thousand	furlongs.	Its	length,	breadth,	and	height
are	 equal.	 17	 Then	 he	 measured	 its	 wall:	 one	 hundred	 and	 forty-four	 cubits,
according	to	the	measure	of	a	man,	that	is,	of	an	angel.	18	The	construction	of
its	 wall	 was	 of	 jasper;	 and	 the	 city	 was	 pure	 gold,	 like	 clear	 glass.	 19	 The
foundations	 of	 the	 wall	 of	 the	 city	 were	 adorned	 with	 all	 kinds	 of	 precious
stones:	 the	 first	 foundation	 was	 jasper,	 the	 second	 sapphire,	 the	 third
chalcedony,	 the	 fourth	 emerald,	 20	 the	 fifth	 sardonyx,	 the	 sixth	 sardius,	 the
seventh	chrysolite,	 the	eighth	beryl,	 the	ninth	 topaz,	 the	 tenth	chrysoprase,	 the
eleventh	 jacinth,	 and	 the	 twelfth	 amethyst.	 21	 The	 twelve	 gates	 were	 twelve
pearls:	each	individual	gate	was	of	one	pearl.	And	the	street	of	the	city	was	pure
gold,	 like	 transparent	 glass.	 22	 But	 I	 saw	 no	 temple	 in	 it,	 for	 the	 Lord	 God
Almighty	and	the	Lamb	are	its	temple.	23	The	city	had	no	need	of	the	sun	or	of
the	moon	to	shine	in	it,	for	the	glory	of	God	illuminated	it.	The	Lamb	is	its	light.
24	And	the	nations	of	those	who	are	saved	shall	walk	in	its	light,	and	the	kings	of
the	earth	bring	their	glory	and	honor	into	it.	25	Its	gates	shall	not	be	shut	at	all
by	day	(there	shall	be	no	night	there).	26	And	they	shall	bring	the	glory	and	the
honor	of	the	nations	into	it.	27	But	there	shall	by	no	means	enter	it	anything	that
defiles,	or	causes	an	abomination	or	a	lie,	but	only	those	who	are	written	in	the
Lamb’s	Book	of	Life.

The	city	was	pure	gold

The	precious	metal	gold	is	a	symbol	of	God’s	glory.	The	new	Jerusalem	is	a	city
of	 pure	 gold.	 Gold,	 like	 clear	 glass.	 Transparent	 so	 that	 God’s	 light	 shines
through	everything.	In	Revelation	3	verse	18,	the	Laodiceans	are	advised	to	buy
pure	 gold	 so	 that	 they	may	be	 rich	 in	 spiritual	matters.	Gold	 is	 the	 symbol	 of
God’s	heavenly	glory.	This	glory	is	also	destined	for	 the	people	who	belong	to
Jesus.	For	the	glory	of	Jesus	Messiah	was	the	glory	of	His	Father,	and	He	will
give	this	same	glory	to	His	people,	God’s	children,	that	they	may	be	one.

John	17:22	“And	the	glory	which	You	gave	Me	I	have	given	them,	that	they	may
be	one	just	as	We	are	one:	23	I	in	them,	and	You	in	Me;	that	they	may	be	made
perfect	 in	one,	and	 that	 the	world	may	know	 that	You	have	sent	Me,	and	have
loved	them	as	You	have	loved	Me.”

Ephesians	1:7	In	Him	we	have	redemption	through	His	blood,	the	forgiveness	of
sins,	according	to	the	riches	of	His	grace	8	which	He	made	to	abound	toward	us
in	all	wisdom	and	prudence,	9	having	made	known	to	us	the	mystery	of	His	will,



according	 to	His	 good	pleasure	which	He	purposed	 in	Himself,	 10	 that	 in	 the
dispensation	 of	 the	 fullness	 of	 the	 times	 He	 might	 gather	 together	 in	 one	 all
things	in	Christ,	both	which	are	in	heaven	and	which	are	on	earth	--	in	Him.

Amen.



Part	1



From	Creation	to	Abraham
Names	of	Jesus	Messiah	that	occur	in	the	Bible

A	faithful	Creator–1Peter	4:19

A	friend	of	sinners–Matthew	11:19

A	God	of	truth–Deuteronomy	32:4

A	great	High	Priest–Hebrews	4:14

A	High	Priest–Hebrews	4:15

A	leader	and	commander	for	the	people–Isaiah	55:4

A	living	stone–1Peter	2:4

Almighty	God–Genesis	17:1

An	Advocate–1John	2:1

A	refuge–Isaiah	25:4

A	rock	of	offense–1Peter	2:8

A	stone	of	stumbling–1Peter	2:8

A	strong	tower–Psalm	61:4

Arm	of	the	LORD–Isaiah	51:9

A	true	and	faithful	witness–Jeremiah	42:5

Branch	of	Righteousness–Jeremiah	23:5

Bread	of	God–John	6:33

Bread	of	life–John	6:48

Bridegroom–Matthew	9:15

Brightness	of	His	glory–Hebrews	1:3

Christ	crucified–1Corinthians	1:23

Christ	our	Passover–1Corinthians	5:7

Christ	the	power	of	God–1Corinthians	1:24

Counselor–Isaiah	9:6

Dayspring–Luke	1:78

Eternal	life–1John	1:2

Everlasting	Father–Isaiah	9:6



Faithful	and	True–Revelation	19:11

God	of	all	comfort–2Corinthians	1:3

Guide–Jeremiah	3:4

Head	of	the	Church–Ephesians	5:23

He	who	lives	forever	and	ever–Revelation	4:10

His	only	begotten	Son–1John	4:9

I	am–Exodus	3:14

Immanuel–Isaiah	7:14

Invisible–1Timothy	1:17

Jesus	the	Christ–Matthew	16:20

Jesus	of	Nazareth–Matthew	26:71

King	of	the	Jews–Matthew	2:2

King	of	the	nations–Jeremiah	10:7

King	of	the	saints–Revelation	15:3

Light	of	the	world–Matthew	5:14

Living	water–John	4:10

Lord	of	all–Acts	10:36

Lord	of	lords–1Timothy	6:15

Man	of	Sorrows–Isaiah	53:3

Messiah	the	Prince–Daniel	9:25

Mighty	God–Isaiah	9:5

My	acquaintance–Psalm	55:13

My	Beloved–Matthew	12:18

My	Beloved	Son–Matthew	3:17

My	companion–Psalm	55:13

My	deliverer–Psalm	40:17

My	evidence–Job	16:19

My	help–Psalm	40:17

My	refuge–2	Samuel	22:3

My	righteous	Servant–Isaiah	53:11

My	rock	and	my	fortress	and	my	deliverer–Psalm	18:2



My	Savior–2	Samuel	22:3

My	shield	and	the	horn	of	my	salvation–Psalm	18:2

My	strength–Psalm	18:2

My	stronghold	-	Psalm	18:2

My	witness–Job	16:19

Our	Judge–Isaiah	33:22

Our	Lawgiver–Isaiah	33:22

Our	King–Isaiah	33:22

Peace–Micah	5:5

Prince	of	Peace–Isaiah	9:6

Rabbi–Matthew	26:25

Redeemer–Isaiah	49:7

Son	of	the	Most	High	God–Mark	5:7

Teacher–Matthew	12:38

That	great	Shepherd	of	the	sheep–Hebrews	13:20

The	Alpha	and	the	Omega–Revelation	1:8

The	Amen–Revelation	3:14

The	anointing	oil–Isaiah	10:27

The	Apostle	and	High	Priest	of	our	confession–Hebrews	3:1

The	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith–Hebrews	12:2

The	author	of	eternal	salvation–Hebrews	5:9

The	Beginning	of	the	creation	of	God–Revelation	3:14

The	blessed	and	only	Potentate–1Timothy	6:15

The	Bright	and	Morning	Star–Revelation	22:16

The	brightness	of	His	glory–Hebrews	1:3

The	captain	of	their	salvation–Hebrews	2:10

The	chief	cornerstone–Ephesians	2:20

The	Chief	Shepherd–1Peter	5:4

The	chosen	of	God–Luke	23:35

The	Christ	of	God–Luke	9:20

The	Dayspring	from	on	high–Luke	1:78



The	door	of	the	sheep–John	10:7

The	express	image	of	His	person–Hebrews	1:3

The	Faithful	and	True	Witness–Revelation	3:14

The	faithful	God–Deuteronomy	7:9

The	faithful	witness–Revelation	1:5

The	Father	of	mercies–2Corinthians	1:3

The	Father	of	spirits–Hebrews	12:9

The	First	and	the	Last–Revelation	1:17

The	firstborn	from	the	dead–Revelation	1:5

The	glory	of	the	LORD–Exodus	16:10

The	God	of	Israel–2Samuel	23:3

The	God	of	love–2Corinthians	13:11

The	God	of	my	strength–2Samuel	22:3

The	God	of	the	whole	earth–Isaiah	54:5

The	good	shepherd–John	10:11

The	guide	of	my	youth–Jeremiah	3:4

The	High	and	Lofty	One–Isaiah	57:15

The	Holy	One–Job	6:10

The	Holy	One	and	the	Just–Acts	3:14

The	Holy	One	of	God–Mark	1:24

The	Holy	One	of	Israel–2	Kings	19:22

The	hope	of	glory–Colossians	1:27

The	Hope	of	Israel–Jeremiah	14:8

The	horn	of	my	salvation–2Samuel	22:3

The	image	of	God–2Corinthians	4:4

The	Judge–Genesis	18:25

The	Just	One–Acts	7:52

The	King	eternal,	immortal,	invisible–1Timothy	1:17

The	King	of	glory–Psalm	24:7

The	King	of	Israel–Isaiah	44:6

The	King	of	kings–1Timothy	6:15



The	Lamb	of	God–John	1:29

The	last	Adam–1Corinthians	15:45

The	Life–John	14:6

The	Light	of	men–John	1:4

The	light	of	the	world–John	8:12

The	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah–Revelation	5:5

The	living	bread–John	6:51

The	LORD	God–Genesis	2:4

The	LORD-Is-My-Banner–Exodus	17:15

The	LORD	is	my	rock	and	my	fortress	and	my	deliverer–2Samuel	22:2

The	Lord	Jesus	Christ–Philippians	3:20

The	Lord	of	glory–1Corinthians	2:8

The	Lord	of	hosts–Isaiah	54:5

The	LORD	our	righteousness–Jeremiah	23:6

The	Lord’s	Christ–Luke	2:26

The	LORD	who	heals	you–Exodus	15:26

The	love	of	God–2Corinthians	13:14

The	Mediator	of	the	new	covenant–Hebrews	9:15

The	Messiah–John	1:41

The	Mighty	God	of	Jacob–Genesis	49:24

The	Mighty	One	of	Israel–Isaiah	1:24

The	Mighty	One	of	Jacob–Psalm	132:5

The	only	begotten	Son	of	God–John	3:18

The	power	of	God–1Corinthians	1:18

The	Prince	of	life–Acts	3:15

The	prophet–Matthew	21:11

The	resurrection	and	the	life–John	11:25

The	righteousness	of	God–2Corinthians	5:21

The	Rock–Deuteronomy	32:4

The	Rock	of	his	salvation–Deuteronomy	32:15

The	Rock	of	Israel–2Samuel	23:3



The	Rock	of	our	salvation–Psalm	95:1

The	Root	and	the	Offspring	of	David–Revelation	22:16

The	Root	of	David–Revelation	5:5

The	ruler	over	the	kings	of	the	earth–Revelation	1:5

The	Savior–Isaiah	45:15

The	Savior	of	the	body–Ephesians	5:23

The	Savior	of	the	world–John	4:42

The	Shepherd–Genesis	49:24

The	Shepherd	and	Overseer	of	your	souls–1Peter	2:25

The	Son	of	Abraham–Matthew	1:1

The	Son	of	David–Matthew	1:1

The	Son	of	God–Matthew	4:6

The	Son	of	Man–Matthew	8:20

The	Son	of	the	Blessed–Mark	14:61

The	Son	of	the	Highest–Luke	1:32

The	Spirit–Revelation	22:17

The	Stone	of	Israel–Genesis	49:24

The	Stone	which	was	rejected	by	you	builders–Acts	4:11

The	Sun	of	Righteousness–Malachi	4:2

The	Teacher	of	Righteousness–Joel	2:23

The	true	bread	from	heaven–John	6:32

The	true	light–1John	2:8

The	true	vine–John	15:1

The	truth–John	14:6

The	way–John	14:6

The	wisdom	of	God–Luke	11:49

The	Word–John	1:14

The	Word	of	God–Revelation	19:13

The	Word	of	life–1John	1:1

Who	was	and	is	and	is	to	come–Revelation	4:8

Wisdom–1Corinthians	1:30



Wisdom	from	God–1Corinthians	1:30

Wonderful–Isaiah	9:6
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